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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 



SBV£N CATHOLIC EPISTLES. 



4 1. 'I%e Antiquity and Bauon of the term Onnimi.£ «■ Cathougi applied 
to ihut EpUtkB. 

Tn.i0«n EpnUM otnliiMed ia Uw N«w Torttrntiit bifeir«en th^Sptelo to 
the HelwewB ainLtbe book of SoTototkiD, uo dmoted by the tora Gmmd of 
CMAo& (Md«0u«a»)- Thio woid doei not oomr la tho K enr Tettameiit, ozeept 
Id Ibo invriptioiM to thMO opiftles; and tibeat intcriptiomi art no port of tho 
intpfroii writiogi^ and an of no anthonty, aa it ia eridcttt Ihat tha writoii tlienw 
aeWoo would ttotaflb: tho titta to tban. Indeed, tho term ia not appUod with 
atrioi piopiiety to the aecond and tbhd Bpiatloa of John ; bat thoae Bputlea an 
ranked under. ^ fenaral appellatiMi, bocaote they were uai^y annexed to hio 
first Bpiatle in tMUicribing, partly becattv Ih^ were the Work of the laoo 
author, and partly becaoae they were ao soially that there might otherwiao be 
danger of their being ioet-^Jftetoltt. The Ghfo^ word tatkoUe (M^oQUoofr). 
applied to thoae Epiattea, meana general, unwersai; and it waa given to them 
beeauae they weio not addreoBed to particular cboiBhea or individualsy but to 
Chriatiano. at large. Bven the Epiatlea ol Peter, however, ajt well as the aecond 
and third of lohn, had origiBalty a definite direction, and were designed for cer- 
tain specified chnrchea and Christians, aa really aa tho Epistle to the Romans or 
Corinthian^. 8eo 1 Pet L I* There is, therefon^ no good reason for retaining 
the title now» and it is omitted in the editions of Tittman and Hahn. It was, 
howeveit eo% applied to the Episties, and is %uid in most of the editions and 
▼errions of the New Tostament. Thua Ensebiw, having given an account of 
Jlimes, called tho Jost, oi»d our Loid's brother, says, "Thus fiir concerning this 
James, who is said to be the author of the first of the Epistles called oatkoHc,** 
In anothet place ho says, <«That, in his Institutions, Clemenl of Alexandria had 

(iU> 
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given short explications of all the canonical Scriptures, not omitting those which 
are contradicted — ^I mean the Epistle of Jade, and the other catholic Epistles." 
John's first Epistle is several times called catholic by Origen. So Athanasius, 
EpiphaniuB, and other Greek writers, mention the seven Epistles under the term 
caMo/tc— Lardner, Works, vi. 158. Ed. Lond., 1829. Comp. Hug's Intro., 
di. iii., § 161. «The didactic writings of the apostles were separated into two 
collections ; the one comprising the Epistles of Paul, and bearing generally the 
title aato&iiOjai {apostle) \ the other containing the £2pistles of the rest of the 
apostles, with the titl«i xa:^uxoJi iftusto^aJi {catholic epistles), or xaJ^Uxai irtKS- 
roxofr 'tMv arto6'e6kuw {cathoUc epistUs of the apostles),^' — Hug, Hug supposes 
tbnt the appellation was given to them to designate them as a class of biblical 
writings, comprising the writings of (dl the apostles, except those of Paul. The 
Gospels and the Acts, he supposes, comprised one class by themselves; the Epis- 
tles of Paul a second ; and these seven Epistles, under the title of general or 
catholic, a third, embracing the writings of all the apostles, Paml excepted. In 
the course of time, however, the signification of the term became changed, and 
they were called catholic, because they were not addressed to any church in par- 
ticular. — Intro., pp. 605, 606. Ed. And., 1836. At all events, this last is the 
^to in Whidi the word is used by Theodbret, and by sabseqaent commentators. 
CHfi iihis p'oiAt, see also Koppe, New Tes., vol. ix. 1, seq., and Noesselt, In ^con- 
j^ctilnris ad historiam catholics Jacobi epistols. Opusc. Fase., ii, p. 303, seq., 
and Bertholdt, Histotisch-kritische Einleltung in sammtliche kanoniflche und 
flpokryphische Scriften des A. und K. T., i. p. 216, sfeq. 

It ma^ be added, that the term < canonicfl}' was given to these Bpistlet, about 
the middle of the sixth century, by Cassiodorius, and by th6 writer of the pro- 
logue to these Epistles, ascribed to Jerome, though not his. The reason why 
this appellation was given is not known. — Laidner, Works, vi. 160. 

§ 2. The canonical Authority of these Epistles, 

""Before the fourth centary," says Hog, Intro., p. «0a, "in wftich, for Ae first 
time, undeviating unanimity in all the churches, in respect to the canon. Was 
effected, Christian writers with perfect freedom advocated or denied the authen- 
ticity of certain writings of the New Testataent. Individual Fathers admitted 
or rejected certain books, according as their judgment dictated. Besides the 
Epistle to the Hebrews and the Apocalypse, this was the case, as is well known, 
in regard to several of the catholic Epistles, viz., that of James, the «econd and 
third of John, the second of Peter, and that of Jude." It is of some importance . 
here to inquire what bearing this fact should have on the question of the canoni- 
cal authority of these Epistles, or the question whether they are to be regarded 
as constituting a part of the inspired writings. Some general remftiks only will 
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Im mtde heie; a more particular axamination will be pfoptr in i nw rf ^ i dBf Um 
avidenoea of the geooinenew of the set era! BpialiMb See the IntltdiiDlioii lo 
James, to aecond Peter, to second and third John, and to Jttda» 

The fatU in the eaie^ in regard to theee diipaled EpMtlei, were Umw >— 

(1.) They were always cticolated under the n>wm of the w^peftita aothon 
whose names th^ bear» and, by estab l ished custom, were ml^ioinad to iM other 
biblical books, though they had not anifecwtUy tha wtimetiinn Whioh was gifvn 
to theothenk 

(2.) In most of the chinches these Epistles wiie made nsa (^, ip Bneibitta 
testifies, equally with the other Scriptarea. 

(3.) There was supposed by many to be a want of pomiive historical testiMOi^ 
in their fiivoar ; at leest of the ofideiice which exiiled in fefou of the othw 
books of the JNew Testament 

(4.) It was not supposed that there was %nj poattife terthnony OgtAui the 
genuineness of theee writinga. The sole gnmnd of doubt with anjf of the Fa* 
there was, that there were not the same hiatoriffal ▼euoham for their geoninenaaa 
which there were Cur the other booka. 

(5.) They were nerer regarded aa booka that wem certainly le be reiacCed* 
Those who entertained doubts in regard to them did not argue agaimt their 
genuineness, but only expressed doubti in respect to their canonical authority. 

(6.) Even these doubts were in time removed, and after the fourth century 
these Epistles were everywhere received as a part of the genuine inspired writ- 
ings. The progress of investigation removed ail doubt from the mind, and they 
were allowed a place among the undisputed writings of the apoetles, as a part 
of the word of God. 

In regard, therefore, to the influence which this fact should have on the esti* 
mate which we form of their genuineness and canonical authori^, we may 
observe, 

(1.) That the settled and eatablished ^ce of antiquity is in their &vour. 
That opinion became at length harmonious, and waa all the more valuable, from 
the fact that there ever had been any doubts. The general judgment of the 
church now in their favour is the result of long and careful inquiiy ; and an 
opinion is always more valuable when il is known to have been the result of 
long and careful investigation. 

(2.) The facts in regard to these epistles ahovred that ihen waa great caution 
in the early Christian' church about admitting books into the canon. None 
were received without examination ; none where the evidence waa not supposed 
to be clear. The honest doubts of the early Christian Fathers were etated and 
canvassed, and passed for what they were worth ; and the highest care was taken 
to remove the doubts, when any existed. No books were admitted into the 
canon by a mere vote of a synod or council, or by any ecclesiastical body. The 
1* 
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books which were admitted were received because there was evidence that they 
were genuine which satisfied the churcli* at ku^, and they were recognised as 
canonical by common'conaent 

(3.) It has beOn observed above, that there never was any potiitive evidence 
against Ibe iiathority and gamuneness of the disputed books. But, as Hug has 
ieiharked (p. 607), even the negative argument loses much of its force when its 
Chartteter is consfdeied. Such is their brevity, that it was less easy to establish 
their authority, or to demonstrate their authorship by any internal evidence, than 
in regard \Bf the longer Epistles. It happened, also, from the brevity of the 
Epistles, (hat they were less fivquently quoted by the early Fathers than the 
longer ones were, and hencd it was more difficult to demonstrate that they were 
euly received. But UJs clear that this arose, not from any thing in the Epistles 
which was calculated to excite suspicion as to their origin, but from the nature 
of the case. On the supposifion that they are genuine, and were early regarded 
as geAaine,.lhis difficulty would be as great as on the supposition that they are 
nol^ But if so, the difficulty is manifestly of no force. On this whole subject, 
the reader may find all that is necessary to be said in the Prolegomena of Koppe 
in EpistolM Cathelieas. See also Hag's Intro., § 161, 153. 
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GENERAL EPISTLE OF JAMES. 



INTRODUCTION. 



§ 1. 7X6 QueOim whowa» the Atrihor qfthii EputU. 

TmBs have been more difficnlt qoeetioiMi nieed in ngwnd to Uie Epblle of 
Jmmes than perfae|w any other portion of the New Teetament. Ttkoee qnestiona 
it is of importance to examine as fully as if consistent wi^ tho design of these 
Notes ; that is, so far as to enable a candid inqniier to see what i« the real diflW 
colty in the case, and what is, so &r as can be ascertained, the tnith. 

The first question is, Who wes the author 1 It has been sttributed to one of 
three persons : — to James < the elder,' the son of Zebedee^ and brodi« of John ; 
to James < the less,' son of Alpheus or Cleophas 4 and to a James of whom n»* 
thing more is known. Some have supposed^ also, that the James who is men- 
tioned as the 'Lord's brother' (Gal. k 19), was a dlfierent person from Jamee 
the son of Alpheus. 

There are no methods of determining Ihis point from ^e Epistle itselfl All 
that can be established from the Bpistie it, (1.) That the name of the author was 
Janus, ch. i. 1 ; (2.) That he professed to be a*« servant of Gpd," ch. i. 1 ; (3.) That 
he had been probably a Jew, and sustained such a relation to those to whom ha 
wrote tB to make it proper for him to address them with aathority ; and, (4.) That 
he was a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ ch. ii. 1 ; v. 8. 

There are two persons, if not three, of the name of James, mentioned in the 
New Testoment. The one is James, the so|i of Zebedee. Matt. W. 21. Marit 
iii. 17. Luke vL 14. Acts i. 13, tt a/. He was the brother of John, and is usuatly 
mentioned in connexion with him. Matt i% 21; xviL 1. Mark ▼. 37; ziii. d,e< aU 
The name of their mother was Salome. Comp. Matt, zxvii. 56, with Mark xv. 40. 
He was put to death by Herod Agrippa, about A. C.41. Acts xU. 2. |Ie was 
called the major, or the eldeiB — to distinguish him from the other James, the 
younger, or the ku, Mark xv. 40 ; called als0| in ancient history, James the 
Just 

The other James was a son of Alpheus or Cleophas. Matt, x. 3. Mark 
iii. 18. Acts i. 13. Luke xxiv. 18. That Alpheus and Cleophas was the same 
person is evident from the frM^t that both the woids are j^rivcd from the Hebrew 
^h*\-^hhalphL The name of the mother of this James was Mary (Mark xv. 
40) ; and James, and Joses, an^ CHmon, and Judas, are menttooed as brethren. 
Matt xiit. 55. There is also a ^mes mentioned in Matt xiiL 55. Mark vi. 3, 
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and G«l. i 19y M a « brother of our Lord." On the meaning of Utaa ezprosiKmy 
see Notes on GaL i. 19. 

It has been a question which has been agitated from the earliest times, whether 
the James who is mentioned as the son of Alpheus, and the James who is men- 
tioned as the « Lord's brother," were the same or different persons. It is not 
necessary for the purposes of these Notes to go into an examination of this ques- 
tion« Those who are disposed to see it pursued, may consult Hug's Intro., § 158, 
and tfae works there referred U> ; Neander's History of the Planting and Training 
of the Christian Church, vol. ii. p. 2, seq., Edin. Ed.; and Michaelis' Intro., vol. 
fv. 271, seq. The question,'says Neander, is one of the most difficult in the 
^ostoUc Mstory. Hug supposes that James the son of Alpheus, and James the 
brother of the Lord, were the same. Neander supposes that the James men- 
tioned by the title of the " Lord's brother'* was a son of Joseph, either by a for- 
mer marriage, or by Mary, and consequently a ** brother" in the stricter sense. 

It is remarked by Michaelis, that James may have been called ** the Lord's 
brother," or mentioned as ene of his brethren, in one of the following senses : 
(1.) That the persons accounted as the « brethren of the Lord" (Matt. xiii. 65, 
et aL) wfre the sons of Joseph, not by Mary the mother of Jesus, but by a for- 
mer wife. This, says he, was the most ancient opinion, and there is in it nothing 
improbable. If so, they were older than Jesusb (9.) It may mean that they 
were the sons of Joseph by Mary, the mother of Jesus. Comp. Notes on Matt* 
xiii. 56. If so, James was an own brother of Jesus, but younger than he. Theie 
is nothing in this opinion inconsistent with any statement in the Bible ; for the 
Botion of the perpetual virginity of Mary is not founded on the authority of the 
Scriptures. If either of these suppositions were true, however, and James and 
Jndas, the authors of the Epistles which bear their names, were literally the 
brothers of Christ, it would follow that they were not apostles ; for the elder apostia 
James was the son of Zebedee, and James the younger was the son of Alpheuf. 
(3.) A third ppinion in relation to James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas, is, 
tbat they were the sons of Joseph by the widow of a brother who had died with- 
out children, and to whom, therefore, Joseph, by the Mosaic laws, was obliged 
to raise up issue. i*his opinion, however, is entirely unsupported, and is wholly 
iniprobable; for (a) the law which obliged the Jews to take their brothers' 
widows applied only to those who were single (MichaeHs)-^ and {b) if this had 
been an instance of that kind, all the requirement of the law in the case would 
have been satisfied when one heir was born. (4.) It might be maintained that, 
according to the preceding opinion, the brother of Joseph was Alpheua, and then 
they would be reckoned as his sons ; and in this case, the James and Judas who 
are called the brothers of Jesus, would have been the same as the apostles of that 
name. But, in that case, Alpheus would not have been the same as Cleopas, 
for Cleopas had a wife — ^the sister of Joseph's wife. (6.) A fifth opinion, and 
one which was advanced by Jerome, and which has been extensively maintained, 
is, that the persons referred to were called 'brethren' of the Lord Jesus only in a 
somewhat lax sense, as denoting his near kinsmen. See Notes on Gal. i. 19, 
According to this, they would have been counn$ of the Lord Jesus, and the rela- 
tionship was of this kind : — James and Judas, sons of Alpheus, were the apostles^ 
and consequently Alpheus was tlie father of Simon and Joses. Farther, Alpheus 
is the same as Cleopas, who married Mary, the sister of the mother of Jesus 
(John xix. 25), and consequently the sons of Cleopas were cousins of thft 
Saviour. 
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Which of thefe opinioiis it the correct om, it k impoMibto nam to t 
The latter it the common opinion, end perhepe, oo the wholes bMt MMteiiied ; 
and if bo, then there were bat two Jameiw relerred to, both apoatka, and the 
one who wrote this Epiatle was a couain of the Lord Jeaaa. Neander, hew. 
ever, aappoMa that there were two Jameaea beaidaa Jamea the brother of Jeha» 
the eon of Zebedee, and that the one whe wrote thia Epiatle war aot ih% 
apoetle, the aon of Alpheoa, bat waa, in the atrtcter aenae, the <hrotber' of oor 
Lord, and was trained ap with him. Hist ef tb» Planting of Chriatianily, ii^ 
p. 3, seq. 

It is a drcomalance of aome importance, in ahowing that there was bat one 
Jamea beaidea Jamea the brother of John, and tiiat thia waa the apostle, the aon 
of Alpheos, that after the death of the elder Jamea (Acta zii. 1), no mention is 
made of more than one of that name. If there had been, it ia hanlty poaiible, 
says Hag, that there shoold not have been aone alloaion to him. Thia, how- 
ever, is not conclosive; for there ia no mentioo of Simon, or Bartholomew, ev 
Thomas after that time. 

There is bat one serioos objection, perhaps, to this theory, which is, that it la 
said (John viL 6) that « his brethren did not believe on him." It i* poasble, 
however, that the word * brethren' in that place may not have ineladed«Ji hia 
kinsmen, bat may have had particalaT reference to the larger portion of them 
(ver. 3), who were not believera, though it might have been that aome <Qf them 
were believers. 

On the whole, it seema probable that the Jamea who was the author of thia 
Epistle was one of the apoatlea of that name, the aon of Alpheoa, and thst hft 
was a cousin oi oar Lord. Entire certainty on that ppint, however, cannot 4)e 
hoped for. 

If the aathor of this Epistle waa a diffinrent peraon from the ane who reaided 
at Jerasalem, and who is often mentioned in the Acta of the Apoatlea, then no- 
thing more is known of him. That Jaasea waa evidently an apostle (Gal. i. 19), 
and perhapa, from hia relationahip to the Lord Jeeoa, woold have a spei^l in- 
flaence and authority there. 

Of this James, Uttle more is certainly known than what is mentioned in (he 
Acts of the Apostles. Hegesippos, as quoted by Negnder, says, that Aom child- 
hood he led the lile of a Nazarene. He ia described by Josephus (Arch«ol. xx, 
9), as well as by Hegesippus and Euaebius^ aa a man eminent for his integrity 
of life, and as well meriting the appellatioa or aomame which he bore among 
the Jews, of my, HutoMf, ike Jtut* He is mentioned as one who eat himself 
against the cormptions of the age, and who was thence termed the bulwark of 
the people — DJ^ /fij^ — ftfpuKC! '^^ ^aov* His manner of life is represented 
as strict and holy, and such as to command in an eminent degree the confidence 
of his countrymen, the Jews. Hegesippus says that he frequently prostrated 
himself on his knees in the Temple, calling on God to forgive the sins of bis 
people, praying that the divine judgments on the unbelievers might be averted, 
and that they might be led to repentance and fiiith, and thus to a participation 
of the kingdom of the glorified Messiah. Neander, as above, p. 10. 

In the New I'estament, James appears as a prominent and leading man in the 
church at Jerusalem. In later times he is mentioned by the ecclesiastical writers 
aa < Bishop of Jerusalem ;' but this title is not given to him in the New Testa- 
ment, nor is there any reason to suppose that he filled the office which is now 
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OBvalty deaoted by the word bishop. He appears, however, from some canse, 
to have had hia home permanently in Jerusalem, and, for a considerable portion 
of his life, to haye been the only apostle residing there. As soch, as well as 
from his near relationship to the Lord Jesus, and his own personal worth, he 
was entitled to, and received, marked respect. His prominence, and the respect 
which was shown to him at Jerusalem, appear in the following circumstances: 
(1.)' In the ooanoil that was held respecting the rales that were to be imposed 
on the converts from the Grentiles, and the manner in which they were to be 
regarded and treated (Acts xv.), after the other apostles had fully delivered their 
sentiments, the views of James were expressed, and his counsel waa followed. 
Acts XV. 13 — 29. (2.) When Peter was released from prison, in answer to the 
prayers of the assembled church, he directed those whom he first saw to < go and 
show these things to Jbtnes, and to the brethren.' Acts xii. 17. (3.) When 
Paul visited Jerusalem after his conversion, James is twice menticmed by him aa 
occupying a prominent position there. First, Paul says that when he went there 
on the first occasion, he saw none of the apostles but Peter, and < James the 
Lord*8 brother.' Gal. i. 18, 10. He is here mentioned as one of the apostles, 
and as sustaining a near relation to the Lord Jesus. On the second occasion, 
when Paul went up there fourteen years after, he is mentioned, in enumerating 
those who gave to him the right hand of fellowship, as one of the < pillars* of the 
church ; and among those who recognised him as an apostle, he is mentioned 
first. «And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived 
the grace that was given unto me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand 
of fellowship." Gal. ii. 9. (A.) When Paul went up to Jerusalem aftlpr. his 
visit to Asia Minor and to Greece, the whole matter pertaining to his visit 
was laid before James, and his counsel was followed by Paul. Acts xxt 
18—24. 

The leading points in the character of James seem to have been these :— . 
(1.) Incorruptible integrity; integrity such as to secure the confidence of all 
men».and to deserve the appellation of <the Just' (2.) An exalted regard for 
the rites and ceremonies of the ancient religion, and a desire that they should be 
respected everywhere and honoured. He was more slow in coming to the con- 
clusion that they were to be superseded, by Christianity than Paul or Peter was 
(comp. Acts xxi. 18. Gal. ii. 12), though he admitted that they were not to be 
imposed on the Gentile converts as absolutely binding. Acts xv. 19 — 21, 24— 
29. Repeated intimations of his great respect for the lawa of Moses are found 
in the Epistle before us, thus furnishing an internal proof of its genuineness 
If he was educated as a Nazarene, and if he always resided with the Jews, in 
the very vicinity of the Temple, this is not difficult to be accounted for, and this 
might be expected to tinge his writings. (3.) The point from which he con- 
templated religion particularly was, confomiHy to the law. He looked at it as 
it was intended, to regulate the life, and to produce holiness of deportment, in 
opposition to all lax views of morals and low conceptions of holiness. He lived 
in a corrupt age, and among corrupt people; among those who sought to be 
justified before God by the mere fact that they were Jews, that they had the true 
religion, and that they were the chosen people of God, and who, in consequence, 
were lax in their morals, and comparatively regardless of the obligations to per- 
sonal holiness. He therefore contemplated religion, not so much in respect to 
the question how man may be justified, as to the question to what kind of Kft 
it will lead as ; and his great ol^ect was to show that./^erfOna/ hoUneas itf iieoe»> 
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sary to salvfttion. Paul, oo the other hand, was led to conteaiplata it mainlj 
with reference to another question — horn roan may be justified ; and it became 
Beeeasary for hiqn to show that men cannot be joatified by their own worka, but 
that it must be by failh in the Redeemer. The error which Paal particularly 
combats, is an error on the subject of justificatioa ; the error which James partU 
cularly opposes, is a practical error on the influence of religion on the life. Ii 
was because religion was contemplated by these two writers from these difleient 
points of view, and not from any real contradiction, that the apparent discrepancy 
arose between the Epistle of James and the writings of Paul The peculiarity 
in the diaracter and eircomstanoes of James will aecount for the ▼iewa which ha 
took of religion ; and, lumping this in mind, it will be easy to show that there is 
no real ooottadiction between thsae wiitera. It was of great importance to guard 
against each of the errors referred to; and the viewa expressed by both of the 
apostles are necastary lo understand the oatura and to see the fiiU dsTelopement 
of religion. 

How long James lived, and when and how he died, ii not oartainly kaown. 
It is agreed by all that he apent his last days in Jerasaiem, and that ha probably 
^ed there. On the sulgect of his death there is a remarkable paasaga in Jos^ 
phus, which, though its genuineness has been disputed, is worth traaseribing, 
as, if genuine, it shows the respect in whtoh Jamea was hsid, and contmns aA 
interesting account of his death. It is aa follaws 9— ^ The emperor [Roosaii] 
being informed of the death of Featas, seat Albinus to be piafect of Jndiaa. But 
the younger Ananus, who, as we saki before, was made high priest, waa haughty 
in his behaviour, and was very ambhious. And, moveoyer, he waa- of the sect 
of the Sadducees, who, as we have also obaervad before, are, above all other Jew% 
severe in their judicial sentences. This, then, being the temper of Anaaos, ha, 
thinking he had a fit opportunity, because Feslns was dead, and Albums was 
yet on the road, calls a council. And, bringing befiire them Jamas, the brother 
of him who ia called Christ, and some others, he accused them as transgressors 
of the laws, and had them stoned to death. But the most moderate man of the 
city, who were also reckoned most skilful in tho fews^ weraofiended at this pro- 
ceeding. They therefore sent privately to the king [Agrippa the yoqngar], en* 
treating him to send orders to Ananus no more to attempt any such things."i— 
Ant., B. XX. A long account of the manner of his disath, by Hagsaippua, is 
preserved in Eosebins, going much more into detail, and evidently introdneing 
much that is fabulous. The amount of all that can now be known in regard to 
his decease would seem to be, that he was put to death by violence in J«usa* 
lem, a short time before the destruction of the Timple. From the well-known 
character of the Jews, this account is by no means improbable. On the subject 
of his Hfe and death, the reader may find all that ia known in Lardner, 
WoriLs, vol. vi. pp. 162 — 106; Bacon's Lives of the Apostles, pp. 411^433; 
and Neander, HisL of the Planting of the Christian Church, ii., pp. 1—88, 
Edin. ed* 

The belief that it was this James, the son of Alpheoa, who resided so long at 
Jerusalem, who was the author of this Epistle, has been the common, though 
not the unanimous, opinioh of the Christian church, and seems to be supported 
by satisfectory arguments. It jnust evidently have been written either by him 
or by James the elder, the son of Zebedee, or by some other James, the supposed 
literal brother of our Lord. 
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I9 regard to these opinioiiff w« {bay ohierve, >. 

I. That tb«^si(]|>06ittoa Ihat it wHs vn^m by some tfairdT one of that mme, 
'whf)t1y tbiknown to feme/ is^ mere hypothesis' It hA»nb evidence ivfaateyer in 
its support- ■ . ' 

iU There are iUxoxiff raaaoim for supponvoi; that ^ wa» not written by Jame» 
the elder, the aoir of 2cbede^ and bro&Mr of Joh^b It hffi been mdeed ascribed 
to'hiiQii Itf <]m old Syritd version, in Che earlier editions, it j» eiprassly attri* 
buted to him. Bdt againet tbla.ophiion die ibUowingf ta4)§eetiflna may he iirged» 
which seem to be cdnclnsive. (I.) James the elder was beheaded about the 
year 43, or 44, and H thi» epistle was written by him, it is the oldest 9f th# 
Wtttings of fbe New Testament. It ia possible* Hidee4 that the epistle nay 
hat0 been written at as eerly a period^ that, bet the considarations whieh Temain 
to be stated, Will show that thbi epistle haa sHfficieat internal marks to prove 
that it was of later origin. {%) Before the death of James the elder, the 
preaching of the gospel was chiefly confined within the limits of Palestine ; but 
this ^istle was. written to QhiiOiana^of the dispersion,' that is, to those who 
resided out of Palestine^. It is hai^ly credible that in so short a time after the 
ascension of (tur liord, there were so many Christians scattered abfoad as |n 
make it probable that a letter wonid be sent to them. (8.) Thb «pif tie is oc- 
cupied very much wi4i a consideiatiob of e false and perverted view of th* doc- 
trine of justificatien by lirith. It is evident that &Ise views on that subject pre- 
vailed, and that^ Mnsiilenble oorruption of momls waa the consef nance. But 
this sopposas tfaa^ the doctrine of justifieation by faith had been extensively 
preached ; consequently that considerable time had elapsed from the time when 
the doetoine had been first pramulg;ated. The perversion of a doctrine, so as to 
produce injuriooe eflects^ seldom ooeors until some time after the doctrine was 
first preached, and iSean hardly be supposed that this would have occuread be- 
fore the death of James, the son of jSebedee. See these reasons stated more at 
length in Jfenson. 

III. There are strong probabilitiea, from the epistle itself, to show that it was 
written by James the Less. (1.) His position at Jamsnlam, and his eminence 
among the iq[>08tles, as well as his established character, made it proper that h» 
abonid address such an epistle to those who were scattered abroad. There was 
no one «mong the apostles who would command greater respect from those 
Itbioad who were of Jewish origin than James. If he had his residence at Je- 
/osalem ; if he was in any manner regarded as the head of the church there ; if 
he 4Bstained a near relation to the Lord Jesus ; and if his character was such 
•as has been commonly represented, there was no one among the apostles whose 
opinions would be treated with greater respect, or who would be considered as 
having a clearer right to address those who were scattered abroad. (2.) The 
character of the epistle accords with the well-known character of James the 
Xiess. His strong regard for the law ; his zeal for incorruptible integrity ; his 
opposition to lax notions of morals ; his opposition to all reliance on faith that 
was not productive of good works, all appear in this epistle. The necessity of 
conformity to the law of God, and of a holy life, is everywhere apparent, and 
the views expressed in the epistle agree with all that is stated of the early edo- 
eation and the established character of James. While there is no real contra- 
dietioa between this epistle and the writings of Paul, yet it is much more easy 
to show that this is a produetion of James than it would be to prove that it waa 
.written by Paul. Comp. Hug^ Intro., ^169, 
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i*3. T^whomujttathtJEfistlttoritienf 

Tbm tfM0 parpteto to Have b^bn ^Mtlsn to «tlM t1»«iv« tribw wemtnd 
alnMa'— er the «tw«Ke tdbM of the diip0nion*^i^ t§ aiodNopf . ch. i. I. 
fee Notes ea 1 Pet i 1, tadl Note^xm eh. i. 1 of Ibk epStlt. No mendoft of 
the/»lsee irtme tliej ranged ii nmdk; not eeo it bo dmmmatd W what pottioo 
of the wwtd il ww fint asut, ov wfaeAer mmn tha» om oopy wa* aeii^ All 
that eatf bo eooelMhafy detemiiied In ngaid to tbo peraqnato whom it waa 
•ddieoted, ia, ()•) That <hej were oiUmyb depcen^-vaa io fvipKed m tha phraaa 
«to the tweKo tribei^ (eh. i. 1), and aa is namfisit in all the feaaankiga of the 
e|HaUo) and, (3.) Tlml thef were Christian ooawnta. vh. ii. 1. Bui bgf whost 
laboiue tiiey wore eon'vefled, is wboMy wiknowttb The Jewish |)eopla who 
-were < aeattered abtoadT hSfd two central points oT vfihUH the dispenjon in the 
Bast, of wlueh Babjlon ww tba haad» and the disperiloa in the West, of which 
Alexandria was the head. Oos, § IM, Bsler WMIa his epistles to the iaHer 
(1 Pet J. 1> thovsfh bo waa a» Babylon when he wrote them (1 Pet.T. 13), 
and It woald seem piobabla that this apisHe waa addiaassd to the former. Besa 
OQppoeed that this opisdo was sent to the believing Jews, dispelled all over the 
world ; OroHui, tfiat il waa wciltin to all the Jews living oat of Jddea i Lard- 
ner, diat it %aa smtten to all Jew% desseodanta of laoab, of*ev»ij denomina. 
tioa, in Jndea, and on! of k. It eeema plain, howavaf, fnm the epistle ilsaU; 
that ii waa aol addiasssd to tbo Jews «s sticA, or wilhoat Mspaei i» their being 
already Caudatians, ibr (a) if at had been, it ia. haidly ooooeivable thpi there 
should have bean no arguments to prove that Jesoa waa the Msssiah, and no 
SKlended statements of the natnio of the Chvittaaa ^slaln ; and .(^) it bears m 
the fooe of it evidence of having been sddiessod to those wh# wer r te ga rtUd ns 
Chiietfans. eh. u. 1 ; i* 7, 1 1, 14. It may be dtfficolt to.necottnt*&p the ftct^ 
on any principlii^ that there are no more definite allnsiona to the nature of tha 
Christian doctrines in the epistle, but it is morally certain (hat ii It had hsen 
vnitten to Jewe as nteh, by a Christian apostle^ there would ^vo been a mone 
Ibrmal defence and ftalement of the Christian raigion. Compare the argumentl 
of the apostles with the Jewa in the Acta, jMifftm. I tlgvd the ^pisCle, thara- 
fine, as having bstn sent to thdw who 'were of Jewish ongia, bufwho had e»> 
brvoed the Christian faith, by one who had hsen himself a Jew, and who, though 
now a Christisn apostle, retained mnch of hia early habits of thinking and ra^ 
soning in addreesing his own coantryman. 

§ 3. Where and when waa the EpUile written? 

There are no certain indications by which it can be determined whert this 
epistle was written, but if the considerations above suggested are well founded, 
there can be little doubt that it was at Jerusalem. There are indeed certain ii^ 
ternal marks, as Hng has observed (Intro. § 155), pertaining to the country- 
with which the writer was familiar, and to certain features of natural scenery 
incidentally alluded to in the epistle. Thus, his native Isnd was situated not 
lar from the sea (ch. i. 6 ; iii. 4) ; it was blessed with valuable productions, in 
figs, oil, and wine (ch. iii. 12) ; there were springs of saline and fresh water 
with which he was familiar (ch. iii. 1 1) ; the land was much exposed to 
drought, bad there were fiequently reasons to spprehend famine fisMn the want 
of rain "(cb* e/27, 28) ; there were sad devastationa produced, and to* be dreaded^ 
f 
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fiom a consuming, burning wind (cb. f. 11) ; and it was a fand in whi^ the 
phenomena known as < early and latter rains* were familiarly understood, ch. 
V. 7. All tbese allusions apply well to Palestine, and were such as would be 
employed by one who resided in that country, and they may be regarded as an 
incidental pr6of that the epistle was written in that land. 

There is no way qf determining with certainty token the epistle was written. 
Hug supposes that it was after the epistle to the Hebrewp, and not before the 
beginning of the tenth year of Nero, nor after the accession of Albinus ; i, e» 
the close of the same year. Mill and Fabricius suppose it was before the de* 
struction of Jerusalem, and about a year and a half before the death of James. 
Lardner supposes that James was put to death about the year 62, and that this 
epistle was written about a year before. He supposes also that his death was 
hastened by the strong language of reprehension employed in the epistle. , It is 
probable that the year in which it was written was not far from A. D. 58 or 60, 
some ten or twelve years before the destruetion of Jerusalem. 

§ 4. T%s canonical Autkority of the Epistle, 

On tiie question generally respecting the canonical authority of the disputed 
epistles, see the Intro.' to the Catholic Epistles, § 2. The particular proof of the 
canonical authority of this epistle is contained in the evidence that it was wnU 
ten by one of the apostles. If it was written, as suggested above (§ 1), by 
James the LesS) or if it be supposed that it was written by James the elder, 
both of whom were apostles, its oanonical authority will be admitted. As there 
is no evidence that it was written by any other James, the point seems to be 
clear. 

But ther^ are additional considerations, derived from its reception in the 
church, which may furnish some degree of confirmation of its authority. These 
are, (a) It was included in the old Syriac version, the Peshita, made either in 
the first century 'or in the early part of the second, thus showing that it was 
Recognised in the country to which it was probably sent \ (6) Ephrem the Sy- 
nan, in his Greek WQits, made use of it in many places, and attributed it to 
James, the brother x>f our Lord (^Hug) ; (c) It is quoted as of authority by sevfri 
ral of the J^athers ; by Clement of Home, who does not indeed mention the 
name of the writer, but quotes the words of the epistle (James iii. 13 ;- iv. 6, 11 ; 
ii. 21, 23) ; by Hermas; and by Jerome. See Lardner, vol. vi. pp. 195 — 199, 
and Hug, § 161. 

§ 5. 7%e evidence that the writer was acquainted with the writings of Paul g 
the alleged contradiction between them ; and the question how they can be 
reconciled. 

It has been frequently supposed, and sometimes affirmed, that this epistle is 
directly contradictory to Paul on the great doctrine of justification, and that it 
was written to counteract the tendency of his writings on that subject. Thus 
Hug strangely says, " In this epistle, Paul is (if I may be allowed to use so 
harsh an expression for a while) contradicted so flatly, that it would seem to 
have been written in opposition to some of his doctrines and 4>pinions." § 157. 
It is of importance, therefore, to inquire into the foundation of this charge, for 
if it be Eo, it is clear that either this epistle or those of Paul would not be enti« 
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tied to a place in the lacrad eanon. In order to this inTealigation, it ii necee- 
sary to inquire to what extent the anther was acquainted with the writing! of 
Paul, and theft to ask whether the statements of James are susceptible of an} 
explanation which will reconcile them with those of Paul. 

(1.) There is undoubted evidence that the author was acquainted with the 
writings of Paul. This evidence is found in the aimUarity of the expressions 
occurring in the epftlics of Paul and James ; a similarity such as would occur 
not merely from the fact that two men were writing on the same subject, but such 
aa occurs only where one is acquainted with the writings of the other. Between 
two persona writing on the same subject, and resting their opinions on the sam« 
general reasons, there might be indeed a general resemblance, and possibly there 
might be expressions used which would be precisely tbd same. But it might 
happen that the resemblance would be so minute and particular, and on poiqte 
wiiere there^could be naturally no such similarity, aa to demonstrate that one of 
the writers was familiar with the productions of the other. For example, a man 
writing on a religions subject, if he had never heard of the Bible, might use 
expressions coincident with some that are found there ; but it is clear also that 
he might in so many cases use the same expressions which occur there, and on 
pointo where the stetemento in the Bible are so peculiar, as to show conclusively 
that he was funiliar with that book. So also a man might show that he waa 
finniliar ^Ib the Rambler or the Spectator, with Shakspeare or Milton. Such, 
it is supposed^ are the allusions in the epistle of James, showing that he was 
acquainted with the writings of Paul. Among these passages are the fol- 
lowing :— 



i 3. Knovring this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience. 

i. 2. Count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers teraptetions. 

L 4. Wanting nothing, 

L 6. He tha^ wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea, driven with the wind and 
tossed. 

i. 12. When he is tried, he shall re- 
ceive the crown of life* 

i. 15. When lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin ; and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death. 



L IB. That we should be a kind of 
first*fruito of his creatures. 

i. 21. Lay apart all fllthineas and 
superfluity of naughtiness, &c 



i. 22. But be ye doers of the word, 
and not haaTers only, &c. 



Rom. V. 8. Knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience. 

Rom. V. 3. We glory in tribulations 
also. 

1 Cor. I 7. Te come behind in no 
gift 

Eph. iv. 14. Tossed to and fro, car- 
ried about with every wind of doctrine. 

2 Tim. iv. 8. There is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness. 

Rom. vii. 7, 8. I had not known lust, 
except the law had said thou shalt not 
covet. But sin, taking occasion by the 
commandment, wrought in me all man- 
ner of concupiscence. 

Rom. viii. 23. Ourselves also which 
have the first-fruits of the Spirit. 

Col. iv. 8. But now ye also put off 
all these; anger, wrath, malice, blas- 
phemy, filthy communications out of 
your mouth. 

Rom. ii. 13. For not the hearers of 
the law are just before God, but the 
doers of the law. 
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ii. 6. Hath not God chosen the poor 1 Cor. i. 27. Bat God hath chosen 
of this world, rich in faith, &c. the foolish things of the world, to con 

found the wise, &c 

Compare also, on this subject, the passage in James v. 14 — 26, with Romans 
iii. 20, seq.; the examples of Abraham and Rahab, referred to in ch* ii. 21, 25, 
with the reference to Abraham in Rom. iv.; and James iv. 12, with Rom. ii. 1, 
and xiv. 4. 

These passages will show that James had an acquaintance with the writings 
of Paul, and that he was familiar with his usual method of expressing his 
thoughts. These allusions are not such as two men would be likely to make 
who were total strangers to each other*s mode of speaking and of writing. 

It may be added here, also, that some critics have supposed that there is an- 
other kind of evidence that James was acquainted with the writings of Paul, 
than that which arises from mere similarity of expression, and that he meant to 
refer to him, with a view to correct the influence of some of his views. Thus, 
Hug, in the passage already referred to (} 167), says, " In this Epistle, the 
apostle Paul is (if I may be allowed to use so harsh an expression for a while) 
contradicted so flatly, that it would seem to have been written in opposition to 
some of his doctrines and opinions. All that Paul has taught respecting faith, 
ita efficacy in justification, and the inutility of works, is here directly contra- 
vened." After citing examples from the Epistle to the Romans, and the Epistle of 
James, in support of this, Hug adds, « The Epistle was therefore written of set 
purpose against Paul, against the doctrine that faith procures man justification 
and the divine favour." The contradiction between James and Paul appeared so 
palpable to Luther, and the difficulty of reconciling them seemed to him to be so 
grc9it, that for a long time he rejected the Epistle of James altogether. He sub- 
sequently, however, became satisfied that it was a part of the inspired canon of 
Scripture. 

(2.) It has been, therefore, an object of much solicitude to know how the 
views of Paul and James, apparently so contradictory, can be reconciled ; and 
many^ attempts have been made to do it. Those who wish to pursue this inquiry 
to greater length than is consistent with the design of these Notes, may consult 
Meander's History of the Planting of the Christian Church, vol. ii., pp. 1 — 23, 
228 — 239, and Dr. Dwight's Theology, Serm. Ixviii. The particular considera- 
tion of this pertains more appropriately to the exposition of the Epistle (see the 
remarks at the close of ch. iii.) ; but a few general principles may be laid down 
litre, which may aid those who are disposed to make the comparison between the 
two, and which may show that there b no designedy and no real contradiction. 

(a) The view which is taken of any object depends much on the point of vision 
from which it is beheld — the stand^ointt as the Germans say ; and in order to 
estimate the truthfulness or value of a description or a picture, it is necessary for us 
to pUce ourselves in the same position with him who has given the description, or 
who has made the picture. Two men, painting or describing a mountain, a valley, 
« wat^ir&H, or an edifice, might take such different positions in regard to it, that 
the descriptions which they give would seem to be quite contradictory and irre- 
concilable, unless this were taken into the account. A landscape, sketched from 
the top of a high tower or on a level plain ; a view of Niagara Falls, taken above 
or below the falls — on the American or Canada side ; a view of St Paul's, taken 
from one side or another, from the dome or when on the ground, might be very 
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di£feraiit; and tw» fiieh ywm might praaeat fealiuPM which it would b« weutely 
possible to reoonciie with each other. Sor it is of monl subjeots. Much depends 
on the point from which they are viewed, and from the beeringi and tendenciee 
of the doctrine which is the particular subject of oontempbtion. The sabject of 
temperance for example, may be contem^ated with relerence» on the one hand, 
to the dangers aricing from too lax a nsw of the matter, or, on the other, to the 
danger of pressing the principle too far ; and in order to know a man's viewsp 
and not to do injustioe to him, it is proper to understand the particular aspect in 
which he looked at it, and the particular object which he had in view. 

{b) The objeci of Paul— 4he 'stand-point' from which he viewed the subject 
of ju8ti6cation^-on which point alone it has been supposed that he and James 
West — was to show that there is no juatii&cation before God, except by faith ; 
that the sMritorioua cause of justification is the atoMamnt ; that good works do 
not enter into the quAtion of justification aa a matter of merit, or aa the ground 
oi acceptance ; that if it were not for foith in Ohrist, it wouM boI be possible for 
man to be yaalii&Bd, The point which he oppoeea is, that men can be justified 
by good works, by conformity to the law, by dependence on rites and cersmonies, 
by birth or blood. The aim of Paul ia not to demonstrate that good works are 
not neoeesary or desirable in religion, but that they are not the ground of justi- 
fication. TIm point of view in whioli he contemplates man, b before he is con- 
verted, and with referanoe to the question on tohiu ground he can be justified ; 
and h^ affirms that it is only by fiiith, and that good works come in for no share 
in JQstificatbn, as a ground of merit 

(c) The object of JasMs-— the * atand-point' from which he viewed the subjeot 
— w«i^ to show that a man cannot have evidence that he ia justified, or that his 
faith is genuine, unless he is characterized by good works, or by holy living. 
His aim is to show, not that faith is not essential to justification, and not that 
the real ground of dependence is not the merit of the Saviour, but that confoqjir 
ity to the law of God is indispensable to true religion. The point of view in 
which he contemplates the subject, is after a man professes to be justified, and 
with reference to the question whether his faith is genuine! and he affirms that 
no faith is of value in justification but that which is productive of good works. 
By his own character, by education, by the habits of his whole life, he was ac- 
customed to look on religion as obedience to the will of God ; and every thing in 
his character led him to oppose all that was lax in principle, and loose in tend- 
ency, in religion. The point which he opposed, therefore, was, that mere faith in 
religion, as a revelation from God ; a mere assent to certain doctrines, without a 
corresponding life, could be a ground of justification before God. This was th# 
prevalent error of his countrymen ; and while the Jews held to the belief of 
divine revelation as a matter of speculative faith, the most Isx views of morals 
prevailed, and they freely indulged in practices entirely inconsistent with true 
piety, and subversive of all proper views of religion. It was not improper, thero- 
fore, as Paul bad given prominence to one aspect of the doctrine of justifi- 
cation, showing that a man could not be saved by dependence on the works of 
the law, but that it must be by the work of Christ, that James should give doe 
prominence to the other form of the doctrine, by showing that the essential and 
necessary tendency of the true doctrine of justification, was to lead to a holy 
life ; and that a man whose life was not conformed to the law of God, could not 
depend on any mere assent to the truth of religion, or any speculative faith what- 
ever. Both thdse statements are necessary to a full exposition of the doctrine 
2* 
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of justificatioii ; both are opposed to dangerous errors ; and botii, therefore, are 
essential in order to a fall understanding of that important subject 

((f) Both these statements are true. (1.) That of Paul is true, that there can 
.b» no justification before God on the ground of our own works, but that the real 
ground of justification is faith in the great sacrifice made for sin. (2.) That of 
James is no less Jrue, that there can be no genuine faith which is not productive 
of good works, and that good works furnish the eyidence that we have true 
reUgkyfi, and are just before God. A mere faith ; a naked assent to dogmas, 
accompanied with lax views of morals, can furnish no evidence of true piety. 
It is as true, that where there is not a holy life there is no religion, as it is in 
cases where there is no faith. 

It may be added, therefore, that the Epistle of James occupies an important 
place in the New Testament, and that it could not be withdrawn without mate- 
rially marring the proportions of the scheme of religionn^hich is there revealed. 
Instead, therefore, of being regarded as contradictory to any part of the New 
Testament, it should rather be deemed indispensable to the concinnity and 
beauty of the whole. 

Keeping in view, therefore, the general design of the Epistle, and the point 
of view from which James contemplated the subject of religion; the general cor- 
ruptions of the age in which he lived, in regard to morals ; the tendency of the 
Jews to suppose that mere assent to the truths of religion was enough to save 
them ; the liability which there was to abuse the doctrine of Paul on the subject 
of justification, — it will not be difficult to understand the general drift of this 
Epistle, or to appreciate its value. A summary of its contents, and a more par- 
ticular view of its design, will be found in the Analyses prefixed to the several 
chapters. 



THE GENEEAL 
EPISTLE OF JAMES. 



CHAPTER I. 

[AMES, a servant* of God and 
' oi- the Lord Jesus Christy to 



CHAPTER I. 

JUrJLLTBM or THX CBLLFTSB. 

This chapter teenw to comprin two 
general clasies of aabjects ; the state- 
ment in regard to the first of which is 
complete, but the second is only com- 
menced in this chapter, and is conti- 
nued in the second. The first is the 
general subject of temptation and trial 
(vs. 1 — 16); the second is the nature 
of tme religion . — the statement that 
all true religion has its origin in God, 
the source of parity and truth, and 
that it requires us to be docile and 
meek ; to be doers of the word ; to 
bridle the tongue, and to be the friends 
of the fiktherless and the widow, vs. 
16—27. 

1. The general^feubject of temptation 
or trial, vs. 1—15. It is evident that 
those to whom the epistle was directed 
were, at that time, suffering in some 
form, or that they were called to pass 
through temptations, and that they 
needed counsel and support. They 
were in danger of sinking in despond- 
en^ ; of murmuring and complaining, 
and of charging God as the author of 
temptation and of sin. This part of 
the chapter comprises the following 
topics: 

1. The salutation, ver. 1. 

2. The subject of temptations or 
trials. They were to regard it, not as 
a subject of sorrow, but of gladness 
and joy, that they were called to pass 
through trials ; for, if borne in a proper 



the twelve * tribes which are scat- 
tered ' abroad, greeting. 

• Jtide 1. *AcS8.7. «Ae.8.L 

manner, they would produce the grace 
of patience, and thii was to be regarded 
as an object worth being Mcured, even 
by much sufiering. vs. 2 — i. 

3. If in their trials they felt that 
they had lacked the wisdom which 
they needed to enable them to bear 
them in a proper manner, they had the 
privilege of looking to God, and seek- 
ing it at his hand. This was a privi- 
lege conceded to all, and if it were 
asked in faidi, without any wavering, 
it would certainly be granted, vs. 5 
—7. 

4. The importance and value of sta- 
bility, especially in trials ; of being firm 
in principle, and of having one single 
groat aim in life. A man who waivered 
in his frtith would waver in every thihg* 
ver. 8. 

5. An encouragement to those who, 
in the trials which they experienced, 
passed through rapid changes of cir- 
cumstances. Whatever those changes 
were, they were to rejoice in them as 
ordered by the Lord. They were to 
remember the essential instability of all 
earthly things. The rich especially, 
who were most disposed to murmur 
and complain when their circumstances 
were changed, were to remember how 
the burning heat blasts the beauty of 
the flower, and that in like manner all 
worldly splendour must fade away. vs. 
9—11. 

6. Every man is blessed who en- 
dures trials in a proper manner,* for 
such an enduraAce of trial wiH be con- 

(19) 
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nected with a rich reward — the crown 
of life. ver. 12. 

7. In their trials, however; in the 
allurements to sin which might be set 
before them; in the temptations to 
apostatize, or to do any thing wrong, 
which might be connected with their 
suffering condition, they were to be 
careful never to charge temptation as 
such on God. They were never to 
allow their minds to feel for a moment 
that he allured them to sin, or placed 
an inducement of any kind before them 
to do wrong. Every thing of that 
kind, every disposition to commit sin, 
originated in their own hearts, and 
they should never allow themselves to 
charge it on God. vs. 13 — 15. 

II. The nature of true religion, vs. 
16—27. 

1. It has its origin in God, the 
source of every good gift, the Father 
of lights, who has of his own will be- 
gotten us again, that he might raise us 
to an exalted rank among his creatures. 
God, therefore, should be regarded not 
as the author of sin, but as the source 
of all the good that is in us. vs. 16 — 18. 

2. Religiou requires us to be meek 
and docile ; to lay aside all disposition 
te dictate or prescijbe, all irritability 
against th^ truth, and all corruption 
of heart, and to receive meekly the 
ingrafted word. vs. 19 — 21. 

* 3. Religioji', requires us to be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only. vs. 
83, 24, 26. 

4. Religion requires us to bridle the 
tongue, to set .a special guard on our 
words, ver. 26. 

5. Religion requires us to be the 
friends of the fatherless and the widow, 
and to keep ourselves unspotted from 
the world, ver. 27. 

1. James, a servant of God. On 
the meaning of the word servant in 
this connexion, see Note on Rom. i. 1. 
Comp. Note on Philem. 16. It is re- 
mfrkabli$ t^at James does not call him- 
self an apostle s but this does not prove 
that Ibe writ^ of the epistle was not 



an apostle, for the same omission oc- 
curs in the epist|e of John, and in the 
epistle of Paul to the Philippians, the 
Thessalonians, and to Philemon. It is 
remarkable, also, considering the rela- 
tion which James is supposed to have 
borne to the Lord Jesus as his * brother' 
(Gal. i. 19; Intro. § 1), that he did 
not refer to that as constituting a 
ground of claim to his right to address 
others ; but this is only one instance 
out of many, in the New Testament, 
in which it is regarded as a higher 
honour to be the * servant of God,' and 
to belong to his family, than to sustain 
any relations of blood or kindred. 
Comp. Matth. xii. 50. It may be ob- 
served also (Comp. the Intro. § 1), that 
this term is one which was peculiarly 
appropriate to James, as a man eminent 
for his integrity. His claim to respect 
and deference was not primarily founded 
on any relationship which he sus- 
tained ; any honour of birth or blood ; 
or even any external office, but on the 
fact that he was a < servant of God»* 
^Andof the Lord Jesus Christ, The 
< servant of the Lord Jesus,' is an ap- 
pellation which is. often given to Chris- 
tians, and particularly to the ministers 
of religion. They are his servants, 
oot^in the sense that they are slaves, 
^utin the. sense that they voluntarily 
obey his will, and labour for him, and 
not for themselves. 1 To the twelve 
tribes which are scattered abroad. Gr. 
<The twelve tribes which are in the 
dispersion,^ or of the dispersion (li/ tg 
Siodrtopq.). This word occurs only 
here and in 1 Pet. i. 1, and John vii. 
35. It refers properly to those who 
lived out of Palestine, or who were 
scattered among the Gentiles. There 
were two great < dispersions ;' the East- 
ern and the Western. The first had 
its origin about the time when the ten 
tribes were carried away to Assyria, 
and in the time of the Babylonian 
captivity. In cohsequence of these 
events, and of the fact that large num- 
bers of the Jews w«Qt to Babylon, and 
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2. My brethren, coant it all joy* when ye 
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other Eastern couotries, for purposes of 
travel, commerce, dec, there were many 
Jews in the East in the times of the 
apostles. The other was the Western 
'dispersion,' which commenced ahont 
the time of Alexander the Grreat, and 
which was promoted by yarioas causes, 
until thefe were large numbers of Jews 
in Egypt and along Northern Africa, 
in Asia Minor, in Greece proper, and 
even in Rome. To which of these 
classes this epistle was directed is not 
known ; bat most probably the writer 
had particalar reference to those in the 
East See the Intro. § 2. The phrase 
<the twelye tribes,' was the common 
term by which the Jewish people were 
designated, and was in use long after 
the ten tribes were carried away, leaving, 
in fact, bat two of the twelve in Pales- 
tine. Comp. Notes on Acts xzvi. 7. 
Many, have sapposed that James here 
addressed them as Jews, and that the 
epistle was sent to them tu such. But 
this opinion has no probability ; for ( 1 ) 
had this been the case, he would not 
have been likely to begin his epistle 
by saying that he was < a servant of 
Jesus GhTisl,' a name so odious to fht 
Jews ; and (2) if he had spoken of 
himself as a Christian, and had ad- 
dressed his countrymen as himself a 
believer in Jesus as the Messiah, though 
regarding them cu Jetm^ it is incredible 
that he did not make a more distinct 
reference to the principles of the Chris- 
tian religion; &at he used no argu- 
ments to convince them that Jesus was 
the Messiah ; that he did not attempt 
to convert them to the Christian faith. 
It should be added, that at first most 
converts were made from those who 
had been trained in the Jewish faith, 
and it is not improbabfe (hat one in 
Jerusalem, addressing those who were 
Christians out of Palestitie, would na- 
turally think of (hem as of Jewish 
origin, and would 'hi likely to address 
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them as appertaining to the • twelve 
tribes.' The phrase < the twelve tribes' 
became also a sort of technical eipres- 
sion to denote the people of Ood — the 
church. HGreeting, A customary form 
of salutation, meaning, in Greek, to 
jof/t fo rgoice / and implying that he 
wished their welfare. Comp. Acts zv 
23. 

2. Mi/ brethren. Not brethren oa 
Jews, hut ja» Christians. Comp. ch. 
H. 1. t Count it alt joy. Regard it 
as a thing to rejoice in; a matter 
which should afford you happiness. 
Tou are not to consider it as a punish- 
ment, a curse, or a calamity, but as a 
fit sabjeet of felicitation. Comp. Notes 
Matth. V. 12. ^ When ye fall into 
divers temptations. On the meaning 
of the word tempiati&nSf see Notes on 
Matth. iv. 1. It is now commonly 
used in the sense of placing allure* 
ments before others to induce them to 
sin, and in tfils sense thef word seems 
to be used in vs. 18, 14 of this chapter. 
Here, however, the word is used in the 
sense of trials, to wit, by persecution, 
poverty, calamity of any kind. These 
cannot be said to b^ direct Mucements 
or allurements to sin, but they ti;y iha 
faith', and they show whether he who 
is tried is disposed to adhere *to his 
faith in God, or whether he will apds- 
tatize. They so fSeir coincide with 
temptations, properly so called, as to 
test the religion of men. They diff^ 
from temptations, properly so called, ia 
that they are not brought before the 
miiid for the express purpose of in- 
ducing men to sin. In this sense- it is 
true that God never tempts men. vs. 
13, 14» On the sentiment In the pas- 
sage bsfdre us, see Notes on 1 Peter, i. 
6, 7. The word divers here refers to 
the vwioas kinds of trials which they 
might experience — sickness, poverty, 
bereavement, persecution, &c. They 
wore to count it a matter of Joy thsdt 
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* 3. Knowing ^Aw, that the try- 
ing of your foith worketh * pa- 
tience. 
4 But let patience ^ have her 
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their religion was subjected to any 
thing that tried it. It is well for us to 
have the reality of our religion tested, 
in whatever way it may be done. 

3. Knowing this, thai the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. Patience 
is one of the fruits of such a trial, and 
the griM» of patience is worth the trial 
which it may cost to procure it This 
is one of the passages which show that 
James was acquainted with the writings 
of Paul. See the Intro. § 6. The sen- 
timent expressed here is found in Rom. 
T. 3. See Notes on that verse. Paul 
has carried the sentiment out farther, 
and shows that tribulation produces 
other effects than patience. James 
only asks that patience may have its 
peifect work, supposing that every 
Christian grace is implied in this. 

4. But let patience have her perfect 
work. Let it be fairly developed ; let 
it produce its appropriate effects with- 
out being hindered. Let it not be ob- 
structed in its fair influence on the 
soul by murmurings, complaining or 
Yc/oellion. Patience under trials is fit- 
ted to produce important e£fects on the 
soul, and we are not to hinder them in 
any, manner by a perverse spirit, or by 
opposition to the will of God. Every 
one who is afflicted should .desire that 
the fair effects of affliction should be 
produced on his mind, or that there 

. should be produced in his soul pre- 
cisely the results which his trials are 
adapted to accomplish, t That ye 
may be perfect and entire. The 
meaning of this is explained in the 
following phrase — < wanting nothing ;' 
that is, that there' may be notlung 
lacking to complete your character. 
There may be the elements of a good 
character ; there may be sound princi. 
pies, but those principles may not be 



perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire^ wanting no- 
thing. 
5 If any of you lack wisdom, 
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fully carried out so as to show what 
they are. Afflictions, perhaps more 
than any thing else, will do this, and 
we should therefore allow them to do 
all that they are adapted to do in de- 
veloping ' what is good in us. The 
idea here is, that it is desirable not only 
to have the elements or prindplea of 
piety in the soul, but to have them 
fairly carried out, so as to show what 
is their real tendency and value. Comp. 
Notes on 1 Pet. i. 7. On the word 
perfeetf as used in the Scripture, see 
Notes on Job L I. The word ren- 
dered entire (oTIoxXi^pm} means whole 
in every part, Gomp. Notes on 1 
Thess. v. 23. The word occurs only 
in these two places. The correspond- 
ing noun (pTM^a^pla) occurs in Acts 
iii. 15, rendered perfect soundness. 
^ Wanting nothing, 'Being left in 
nothing;' that is, every thing being 
complete, or fully carried out. 

6. If any of you lack wisdom. 
Probably this refers particularly to the 
kind of wisdom which they would need 
in their trials, to enable Utem to bear 
them in a proper manner, for there is 
nothing in which Christians more feel 
the need of heavenly wisdom than in 
regard to the manner in which they 
should bear trials, and what they 
should do in the perplexities, and dis- 
appointments, and bereavements that 
come upon them; but the language 
employed is so general that what is 
here said may be applied to the need 
of wisdom in all respects. The parti- 
cular kind of wisdom which we need 
in trials is to enable us to understand 
their design and tendency ; to perform 
pur duty under them, or the new do- 
ties which may grow out of them ; to 
learn the lessons which God designs 
to teach, for he always deogns to teach 
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let him ask of Ood, that'ffiveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraid- 
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US 9ome valaable Imwim by affliction ; 
and to coltivate such Tiewa and feel- 
ings as aie appropriate under the pe- 
coKar forms of trial which are brought 
upon 08 ; to find ont the sins for which 
we have been afflicted, and to learn 
how we may aroid them in tune to 
come. We are in great danger of 
going wrong when we are afflicted ; 
off complaining and murmuring; of 
evincing a spirit of insubmission» and 
of losing the benefits which we migki 
have obtained if we had submitted to 
the trial in a proper manner. So in 
all things we * lack wisdom.' We are 
short-sighted ; we have hearts prone to 
sin ; and there are great and important 
matters pertaining to duty and salva- 
tion on which we cannot but feel that 
we need heavenly guidance. 1 Lei 
Mm ask of God. That is» for the spe- 
d^c wisdom which he needs ; the very 
wisdom which is n e c es s a ry for him in 
the particular case. It is proper to 
bear the very case before God ; to make 
mention of the specific want; to ask 
of God to guide us in the very matter 
where we feel so much embarrassment. 
It is one of the privileges of Chriitians, 
that they may not only go to God and 
ask him for that^enero/ wisdom which 
is needful for them in life, but that 
whenever a particulair emergency ariMs, 
a case of perplexity and difficulty in 
regard to duty, they may bring that 
partidllar thing before his throne with 
the assurance that he will guide them. 
Comp. P& zzv. 9. Isa. xxxvii. 14. 
Joel ii. 17. 1 Tkatgiveth to aU men 
UberaUy, The word men here is sup- 
plied by the translators, but not impro- 
periy, though the pronuse should be 
regwded as restricted to those who oik. 
The object of the writer was to encou- 
xige those who felt their need of wis- 
dom to go and ask it of God, and it 
would not contribute any thing to fur- 



ethnot; and* it shall be giTeia 
him. 
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nish such a specific encouragement to 
say of God that he gives to all men 
liberally whether they oak or not. In 
the Scripture the pronuse of divine aid 
is alwi^s limited to the desire. No 
blessing is promised to man that is not 
sought ; no man can feel that he has a 
right to hope for the fevour of God who 
does not value it enough to pray for it ; 
no one ought to obtain it who does not 
priie it enough to ask fer it. Compk 
Matt viL 7, 8. The word rend«ed 
UberaUy (awOM$) means, properly, stm- 
ply ; that is» in simplicity, sincerity, 
reality. It occurs nowhere else in the 
New Testament, though the corre- 
sponding noun occurs in Rom. xii. 8. 
2 Cor. i. 13; xi. 3, rendered eimpU* 
city; in 2 Cor. viii. 2; ix. 13, ren- 
dered HbemHty^ and Uberatf 2 Cor. 
ix. 11, rendered bountifulneee g and 
£ph. vL 6. Col. iii. 22, rendered nn^ 
gimeee, aeH, of the heart. The idea 
seems to be that of openness, frankness, 
gmwomtj { the abMuce of all that is 
sordid and contracted ; when there is 
the manifestation of generous feeling, 
and liberal conduct In a higher sense 
than in the case of any man, all that 
is. excellent in these things is to be 
found in God ; and we may therefore 
come to him feeling that in his heart 
there is more that is noble and gene- 
rous in bestowing favours than in any 
other being. There is nothing that is 
stinted and close ; there is no partiality ; 
there is no withholding of his fevour 
because we are poor, and unlettered, 
and unknown. 1 And upbraideth not* 
Does not reproach, rebuke, or treat 
harshly. He does not coldly repel us, 
if we come and aak what we need, 
though we do it often and with impor- 
tunity. Comp. Luke xviii. 1 — 7. The 
proper meaning of the Greek word is 
to rail at, reproach, revile, chide ; and • 
th0 object here is probably to place tho. 
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manner in which God bestowji his fa- 

. Tours in contrast 'with what sometimes 
occurs Bmong men. He does not re- 
proach or chide us for our past con- 
duct ; for our fooHshneigs ; for our im- 
portunity in asking. He permits us 
to come in the most free manner, and 

, meets us with a spirit of entire kind- 
ness, and with promptness in granting 
our requests. We are not always sure, 

. when we ask a favour of a man, that 
'We shall not encounter something that 
wffl be repulsive, or that will mortify 
us; we are certain, however, when we 
ask a favour of God, that we shall 
never be reproached in an unfeeling 
manner, or meet with a harsh response. 
^ And it shall be given him, Comp. 
Jer. xxix. 12, 13. «Then shall ye 
'call upon me, and go and pray unto 
-Aie, and I will hearken unto you. And 
ye shall seek me, and find me, when 
ye shall search for me with your whole 
heart." See also Matt. vii. 7, 8 ; xxi. 
23. Mark xi. 24. 1 John iii. 2» ; v. 
14. This promlie in regai^ tb the 
wisdom that may be necessaty l&t us, 
IS absolute, and we may be into that 
if it be adied in a proper manneir it 
will be granted us. There can be no 
doubt that it is onet>f the iMngs which 
God IB able to impart ; which win be 
for our own good ; and which, there- 
fore, he is ever ready to betltow. About 
many things there might be doubt 
Whether if they were granted, tliey 
would be for oQr real welfare, and 
therefore there may be a doubt whether 
'it would be consistent for God to be- 
stow them ; but there can be no such 
doubt about wisdom. That is always 
for our good, and we may be sure, 
tfaierefore, that we shall obtain that, if 
the request be made with a right spirit. 
If it be asked in what way we may ex- 
pect he will bestow it on us, it may be 
rtpHed* (1.) That it is through his 

' word-— ly Enabling us to see clearly 
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nothing wiivering. For he that 
wavereth, is like a wave of the 



the meaning of the sacred volume, and 
to understand the directions which he 
has there gtv^n to guide us ; (2.) By 
the secret Muences of his Spirit (a) 
suggesting to us the way in which we 
should go, and (b} inclining us to do 
that which is prudent and wise ; and 
(3.) By the events of his Providence 
making plain to us the path of duty, 
and removinig the obiMructbns which 
may l)e in our path. It is easy for 
God to guide his people; and they 
who ^ watch daily at the gaits, and 
wait at the posts of the doon' of wis- 
dom (Prov. vtii. 34), will not be in 
danger of gmng astray. Ps. xxv. 9. 

«. Bui M him aifk in faith. See 
the passages referred to in ver, 6. 
Comp. Notes on Malt. vii. 7, and on 
Heb. xi. 6. We cannot hope to ob- 
tain any fovour from God if there is 
not faith, and where, «» in regard to 
the wisdom necessaiy to guide us, we 
are sure that it is in aceordance with 
his will to grant it to us, we may 
come to him with the utmost confi- 
dence, the most entite assurance that 
it will be granted. In this case, We 
fi4iould come to God without a doubt 
thait if we ask with a proper spirit, die 
very thing that we ask will be bestowed 
on us. We cannot in all other cases 
be Bo sure that what we ask will be for 
our good, or that It ^I bo in aceoid- 
ance with his will to bestow it, and 
hence we cannot in such cases come 
with the same kind of foith. We can 
thm only come with unwiBLvering con- 
fidence in God that he will do what is 
right and best, and that if he sees that 
What we ai^ will be for our good, be 
will bestow it upon us. Here, how- 
ever, nothing prevents onr coming with 
the assurance that the very MtMg* which 
we ask will be conferred on us. t -W)- 
thing wavering, (^/ufih decuepM^M^) 
< Doubting or hesitating as to nothing, 
or in no respect.' See Aets xz. 20; 
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sea driven with the wind and 
tossed. 

7 For let not that man think 
that he shall receive any thing 
of the Lord. 



xi. 12. In regard to the matter ander 
consideration, there u to be no heai- 
tancy, no doabting, no vacillation of 
the mind. We are- to come to Ood 
with the ntmoet confidence and aatur- 
ance. 1 Fw he that uxwereth, ia like 
a wave of the eeoj dec. The propriety 
and beauty of this comparison will be 
seen at once. The wave of the sea 
has no stability. It is at the metey of 
every wind, and seems to be driven 
and tossed every way. So he that 
comes to God with unsettled convic- 
tions and hopes, is liable to be driven 
about by every new feeling that may 
spring up in the mind. At one mo- 
ment hope and faith impel him to come 
to God ; then the mind is stance filled 
with uncertainty and doubt, add the 
soul is agitated and restless as the 
ocean. Comp. Isa. IviL 20. Hope on 
the one hand, and the fear of not ob- 
taining the fovour which is desired on 
the other, keep the mind restless and 
discomposed. 

7. For Ut not that man think that 
he shall obtain any thing from the 
Lord. Comp. Heb. zi. 0. A man ^n 
hope for favour from Cfod only as he 
puts confidence in him. He sees the 
heart, and if he sees that there is no 
belief in his existence, or his perfec- 
tions ; no real trust in him, no teliance 
on his proniises, his wisdom, his gprace, 
it cannot be proper that he should grant 
an answer to our petitions. ^ This will 
account sufikiently for the fact that 
there are so meiny prayers unanswered ; 
that we 80 frequently go to the tiirone 
of grace, and are sent empty away. A 
man that goes to God in such a state 
of mind, should not expect to receive 
any favour. 

8. AdoublC'mindedmaia, The word 

3 



8 A double-minded man U 
unstable in all his ways. 

9 Let the brother of low de- 
gree ' rejoice in that he is exalted. 

1 or, gloTjf. 



here used, U^vzo^i occurs only here and 
in ch. iv. 8. It means properly one 
who has two souls ; then one who is 
wavering or inconstant. It is applica- 
ble to a man who has no settled prin-* 
ciples, who is controlled by passion, 
who is influenced by popular feelings 
who is now inclined to one opinion or 
course of conduct, and now to another, 
t Is unstable in all his ways. That is, 
not merely in regard to prayer, the 
point particularly under discussion, but 
in respect to every thing. From tha 
instability which the wavering must 
evince in regard Xo prayer ^ the aposUa 
takes occasion to make the general ra* 
mark concerning such a man, that 
stability and firmness could be expected 
on no subject. The hesitancy which 
he manifested on that one subject 
would extend to all; and we might 
expect to find such a man irresolute 
and undet«<nined in all things. This 
is always true. If we find a man ivho 
takes hold of the promises of God with 
firnKiess ; who feels the deepest assur- 
ance when he prays that God will hear 
prayer ; w|^o always goes to him with- 
out hesitation in his perplexities and 
trials, never wavering, we shall find one 
who is firm in his principles, steady in 
his integprity, settled in his determina- 
tions, and steadfhst in his plans of life ; 
a man whose character we shall feel 
that we understand, and in whom we 
can confide. Such a man eminently 
was Luther ; and the spirit which is 
thus evinced by taking firmly hold of 
the promises of God is the best kind 
of religion. 

9. La the brother of low degree. 
This verse seems to introduce a new 
topic, which has no other connexion 
with what precedes than th«t the apos. 
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10 But the rich, in that he is 
made low because as the flower 



tie is discussing the general subject of 
trials. Comp. ver. 2. Turning from the 
consideration of trials in general^ he 
passes to the consideration of a par- 
ticular kind, of trials, that which results 
from a change of circumstances in life, 
from poverty to affluence, and from 
. affluence to poverty i The idea which 
seems to have bnen in the mind of 
the apostle is, that there is a great 
and important trial of faith in an^/ 
reverse of circumstances; a trial in 
being elevated from poverty ta riches, 
or in being depressed from a state of 
affluence to want. Wherever change 
occurs in the external circumstances 
of life, there a man's religion is put 
to the test, and there he should feel 
that God is trying the reality of his 
faith. The phrase <of low degree' 
(taaisivbi) means one in humble cir- 
cumstahces ; one of lowly rank or em- 
ployment ; one in a condition of de- 
pendence or poverty. It stands here 
particularly opposed to one who is rich, 
mnd the apostle doubtless had his eye, 
in Ihe use of this word, on tlio«e who 
had been poor. ^ Rejoice^ mwg^ghry, 
Not because, being made rich, ha has 
the means of sensual gratification and 
indulgence ; not because ho will now 
be regarded as a rich man, and will 
feel that he is abovt want \ not even 
becaiise he will have the means of 
doing good to others. Neither of these 
was the idea in the mind of the apostle, 
but it was, that the poor man that is 
made rich should rejoice because his 
faith and the reality of his religion 
are now tried; because a test is fur- 
nished which will show, in the new 
circumstances in which he is placed, 
whether his piety is genuine. In 
fact, there is almost no trial of re- 
ligion which is more certain and 
decisive than that furnished by a 
sudden transition from poverty to 
•ffluence, from adversity to prospe- 



of the grass" he shall pass awaj. 

a Is. 40. 6. 



rity, from sickness to health. There 
is much religion in the world that 
will bear the ills of poverty, sick- 
ness, and persecution ; or that will 
bear the temptations arising from proik 
perity, and even affluence, which will 
not bear the transition from one to the 
other, as there is many a human frame 
that could become accustomed to bear 
either the steady heat of the equator, 
or the intense cold of the north, that 
could not bear a rapid transition from 
the one to the other. See this thought 
illustrated in the Notes on Phil. iv. 12. 
^ Jk that he is exalted, A good -man 
might rejoice in such a transition b&< 
cause it would furnish him the means 
of being more extensively useful ; most 
persons would rejoice because such a 
condition is that for which men com- 
monly aim, and because it would fur- 
nish them the means of display, of 
sensual gratification, or of ease; but 
neither of these is tbe idea of the 
apostle. The thing in which we are 
to rejoice in the transitions of life is, 
that a test is furnished of our piety ; 
that a trial is applied to it wbich ena- 
bles us to determine whether it is 
genuine. The most important thing 
Qonceivable for us is to know whether 
we arc true Christians, and we should 
rejoice in «very thing .that will enable 
us to settle this point. 

10, But the richy in that he is 
made low. That is, because his pro- 
perty is taken away, and he is made 
poor. Such a transition is often tbe 
source of the deepest sorrow, but the 
apostle says that even in that a Chris- 
tian may find occasion for thanksgiving. 
The reasons for rejoicing in this man- 
ner, which the apostle seems to have 
had in view, were these: (1) because 
it furnished a test of the reality of re- 
ligion, by showing that it is adapted to 
sustain the soul in this great trial ; that 
it cannot only bear prosperity, but that 
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11 Fof the san is no sooner 
risen with a burning heat, but 
it withereth the grass, and the 
flower thereof falleth, and the 



it can bear the rapid transition from 
that state to one of poverty ; and (2) 
becaose it woaid furnish to the mind 
an impressiye and salatary iHustration 
of the fact that all earthly glory is soon 
to fade away. I may remark here, 
that the transition from atfluence to 
poverty is often borne by Christiana 
ivith the manifestation of a most lovely 
spirit^ and with an entire freedom from 
murmuring and complaining. Indeed, 
there are more Christians who could 
safely bjear a transition from affluence 
to poverty, from prosperity to adveVsity, 
thtin there are who could bear a sudden 
transition from poverty to affluence. 
Some of the loveliest exhibitions of 
piety which I have ever witnessed have 
been in such transitions; nor have I 
seen occasion anywhere to love reli- 
gion more than in the ease, and grace, 
and cheerfulness, with which it has 
enabled those accustomed long to more 
elevated walks, to descend to the com- 
paratively humble totwhfere God places 
them. New grace is imparted for this 
new form of trial, and new traits of 
Christian ' character are developed in 
these rapid transitions, as some of the 
most beautiful exhibitions of the laws 
of matter are brought out in the rapid 
transitions in the laboratory of the 
chemist, t Because as the /tower of 
the grass he shall pass avoay. That is, 
since it is a fact that hd will thus pass 
away, he should fejoice that he is re- 
minded of ^t. He should, therefore, 
esteem it a favour that this lesson is 
brought impressively before his mind. 
To learn this effectually, though by 
the loss of property, is of more value 
to him than all his wealth would be if 
he Were forgetful of it. The compa- 
rison of worldly splendour with the 
fading flower of the field, is one that is 
common in Scripture. It is probable 
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grace of the fashion of it perish- 
eth: so also shall the rich mart 
fade away in his ways. 

12 Blessed is the man tha/ 



that James had his eye on the pas 
sage in Isaiah xl. 6 — 8. See Notes oi 
that passage. Comp. Notes on 1 Pet 
i. 24, 25. See also Ps. ciil 15. Matt 
vi. 28—30. 

11. Fof the sun is no sooner riser 
with a burning heat, ' Isaiah (xl. 7) 
empbys the word windi referring to a 
burning wind that dries up the flowers. 
It is probable that the apostle also refers 
not so much to the son itself, as to the 
hot and ^ery wind called the simoom^ 
which often rises with the sun, and 
which consumes the green Herbage of 
the fields. So RosenmOller and Bloom« 
field interpret it. ^ It withereth the 
grass, Isa« xl. 7. It withereth the 
stalky or that which, when dried, pro- 
duces hay or fodder; the wort] hero 
us6d being commonly employed in the 
latter sense. The meaning is, that tho 
effect of the hot wind is to wither tho 
(talk or spire which supports the flower, 
and when that is dried up, the flower 
itself falls. This idea will give increased 
beauty and appropriateness to the figo 
ure— that man himself 'ih blasted and 
withered, and thdn that all the External 
splendour which encircled him falls to 
the ground, like a flower whose sup- 
port is gone, t ^"^^ *^ grace of the 
fashion of it perisheth. Its beauty dis- 
appears, t -SJ shall the Hch man fade 
away in his ways. That is, his splen- 
dour, and all on which he prided him- 
self, shall vanish. The phrase « in his 
ways,' according to Rosenmuller, refers 
to his counsels, his plans, his purposes: 
and the meanine is, that the rich man, 
with all by which he is known, shall 
vanish. A man's « ways,' that is, his 
mode of life, or those things by which 
he appears before the world, may have 
somewhat the same relation to him 
which the flower has to the stalk on 
which it grows, and by which it is su» 
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•eudttreth temptatito: Sot wiien 
be is tried, he s^iali ripeive the 
crown* of life, wbioh* thys Lord 

tained.' The idea of James seems to 
be, that as it was indisputable that the 
rich man must soon disappeaii with a)l 
that he h»d of pomp tod splendour in 
the ^iew of the world, it was well for 
him to h9 reminded of !t by every 
change of pondition ; and that be shopld 
therefol^ rejoice in the providential dis- 
pensation by which his property would 
be taken away, and by which the real% 
ity of his veligion would be tested. We 
should rejoice ii) any thing by which 
it can be shown v|(hether.'we ate pre- 
pared for heaven or not. 

1 2. Bkssedis the mm that endureth 
temptatim. The apostle seems here to 
use the word temptation in th^ most, 
gpneral sense, as denoting any thing 
that will try thQ reality of religion, 
whether afflictiont or perjsecution, or a 
difedt inducement to sin placed before 
the mind. The v^ord temptation a|^ 
pears in this chapter to' foe used in two 
senses; and the. question may arise, 
why the apostle so employs it. Comp. 
vs. 9, 13. *Bnt, in fact, the word 
temptation is in itself of so general a 
character as to cover the whole usage, 
* and to justify the manner in which it 
is employed. It denotes any thing 
that wilt try or test the reality of our 
religion; and it may be'applied, there- 
fore, either to afflictions or to direct so- 
licitations to sin ; the latter being the 
sense in which it is now commonly 
employed. In another respect, also, 
essentially the same idea enters into 
both the ways in which the word is 
employed. Affliction, persecution, sick- 
ness, &c., may be regarded as, in a 
certain sense, temptations to sin ; that 
is, the question comes before us whe- 
ther -we will adhere to the religion on 
account of which we are persecuted, or 
apostatise from it, and escape these 
Bufiferings^ whether in sickness and 
losses we will be patient and submis- 



hath promised to them that love 
him. 

a2Ti.4.8. Re. g. la' bU.M,4. 



sive to that God who lays his hand 
upon us,- or revolt and murmur. In 
each and every case, whether by afflic- 
tion, or by direct allurements to do 
wrong, the 4iuestion comes before the 
mind whether we have religion enough 
to keep us, oi^hether we wijl yield to 
murmuring, to rebellion, and to sin. 
In these rei^cts, in a -general sense, 
aS forms of trial may be regarded as 
tempiation. Yet in . the following 
verse (13) thp apostle would guard this 
irom abusie. So far as the form of trial 
involved an allurement or inducement 
to sin, he says that no man should re- 
gard it as from God. That cannot be 
his design. The trial is what he aims 
at, not the sin* In the verse before us 
he says, that whatever may be the form 
of the trial, a Christian should rejoice 
in it, foir it will furnish an evidence 
that he is a child of God. 1 For when 
he is tri^d* In any way — if he bears 
the trial. 1 He shall receive the crown 
of life. See Notes on 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
It is possible that James had thiit pas- 
sage in his eye. Comp, the Intro., § 5. 
t Which the Lord hath promised. 
The sacred writers often speak of such 
a crown as promised, or as in reserve 
for the children of God. 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
1 Pet. V. 4. Rev.iL 10 ; iii. 11 ; iv. 4. 
Y Those that love him.. A common 
expression to denote those who pre 
truly pious, or who are his friends. It 
is sufficiently distinctive to characterize 
them, for the great mass of men do not 
love God. Comp. Rom. i. 30. > 

13. Let no man say whpi he i8 
tempted, I am tempted of God. See 
the remarks on the previous verse. The 
apostle here seems to have had his eye 
on whatever there was in trial of any 
kind to induce us to commit sin — whe- 
ther by complaining, by murmuring, 
by apostacy, or by yielding to sin. So 
far as tJhot was concerned, he said that 
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13 Let no man say when he 
IS tempted, I am tempted q# God : 
for God cannot be tempted with 



CHAPTER L M 

^eyitf neither templeQi lie any 
man: 



DO one should charge it on €rod. He 
did nothing in any way with a view 
to induce men to do evil. That was 
only an incidental thing in the trial, 
and was no part of the divine purpose 
or design. The apostle felt evidentlj^ 
that there was great danger, from the 
general manner in which the w6rd 
temptation was used, «nd from the 
perverse tendency of the Heart, that it 
would be charged on i^rod that he so 
arranged these trials, and so influenced 
the mind, as Co present inducemenU to 
sin. Against this, it was proper that 
an inspired apostle should bear his so- 
lemn testimony ; so to guard the whol« 
subject as to show that whatever there 



was in any form of trial that coul^ be most positive aod unambiguous of all 



regaided as an inducement or allure- 
ment to sin, is not the thing which he 
contemplated in the arrangement, and 
doeji not proceed from him. It has its 
origin in other causes; and if there 
was nothing in the eorfupt human 
mind itself leading to sin, there would 
be nothing in the divine arrangement 
that would produce it. 1 For God 
cannot he tempted unth evil, Marg. 
evils. The sense is the same. The 
object seems to be to show that in re- 
gard to the whole matter of temptation 
it does not pertain to God. Nothing 
can be presented to his mind as an in- 
ducement to do wrong, and as little 
can he present any thing to the mind 
of man to induce him to sin. Tempt- 
ation is a subject which does not per- 
tain to him. He stands aloof from it 
altogether. In regard to the particular 
statement here, that ^God cannot be 
tempted with evil,* or to do evil, there 
can be no doubt of its truth, and it 
furnishes the highest security for the 
welfare of the universe. There is no- 
thing in him that has a tendency to 
wrong ; ther^ can be nothing presented 
from without to induce him- to do 
3* 



jof, svflr. 



wrong* (1.) Th0f« is no eviL/Muytbfi 
to be gratified, a« there is in men; 
f2.) There is no want df power^ so 
tbat an allurement could be preienled 
to seek what he has not ; (&) There 
i»no wantpf tvetttth, for he has infi- 
fiaite fesonrces, and all th«t there is or 
ctn bei«his (Ps. 1. 10, 11) ; (4.) Ther« 
Is no want of happiness, that he should 
seek happiaess in soured which are 
not now in his possession. Nothmg, 
therefore, could be presented to the di- 
vine, mind ' as an inducement to do 
eviL 1 Neither temptetk he any man* 
That is, he places notUng before any 
human being with a view to induce 
bfm to do wrong. This is one of the 



the declarations in the -Bible, and one 
of the most important. It may be 
added, that it \b otie which steads in 
opposition to as many feelihgs of the 
human heart fs perhaps any other one. 
We are perpetually thinkine— ^the 
heart suggests it constantly — that God 
does place before us taduoements to 
evil, with a view to lead as to nn« 
This is done in many ways : (a) Men 
take such views of his decrees as if the 
doctrine implied that he meant that we 
should^! n, and that it could not be 
otherwise than that we should sin* 
(6) It is felt that all things are under 
his control, and that he has made hia 
arrangements with a design that men 
ihould do as they actually do. (c) It 
is siid that he has created us with just 
such dispositions as we actually have, 
and knowing that we would sin. {d) 
It is said that, by the arrangements of 
his Proyidence^ he actually place* in* 
dncements before us to sin, knowing 
that the effect will be that we will faU 
into sin, when he might easily hate 
prevented it. («) It Is said that he 
su£krs some to tempt others, when he 
might easily prevent it if he chose, and 
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14 But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his 
own '*Iust, and enticed. 

15 Then when lust hath *conf 
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ceiTed, it bringeth forth sin : and 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death.* 

a Hos. 13. 9. b Job 15. 35. . e Ro. 6. 21-23. 



that this is the same as tempting them 
himself. Now, in regard ta these 
things, there may be much which we 
cannot explain^ and much which often 
troubles the heart even of the good ; 
yet the passage before us is explicit on 
one point, and all these things must 
be held in consistency with that — that 
God does not place inducements before 
us with a view that we should sin, or 
in order to lead us into sin. None of 
his decrees, or his arrangements, or his 
desires, are based on that, but all have 
some other purpose and end. The 
real force of temptation is to be traced 
to some other source — to ourselves, and 
not to God. See the next verse. 

14. But every man is4empted when 
he is drawn away of his own hist. 
That is, the fountain or source of all 
temptation is in man himself. It is 
true that external inducements to sin 
may be placed^ before him, but they 
would have no force if there was not 
something in himself to which they 
corresponded, and over which they 
might have power. There must be 
some < lust ;' some desire \ some incli- 
nation ; something which is unsatisfied 
now, which is made the foundation of 
the temptation, and which gives it all 
its power. If there were no capacity 
for receiving food, or desire for it, oh- 
jects placed before us appealing to the 
appetite could never be made a soiirce 
of temptation ; if there were nothing in 
the soul which oould be regarded as 
the love of acquisition or possession, 
gold would furnish no temptation ; if 
there were no sensual propensities, we 
should be in that quarter above the 
power of temptation. In each case, 
and in every form, the power of the 
temptation is laid in some propensity 
of our nature, some desire of that which 
we do not now possess. The word 



rendered ' lust' in this place (in:t^futt), 
is not employed here in the narrow 
pense in which it is now commonly 
used, as denoting libidinousness. It 
means desire . in general ; an earnest 
wish for any thing. Notes, Eph. iv. 
22. It seems here to.be used with 're- 
ference to the original propensities of 
our nature — the desires implanted in 
us, which are a stimulus to employ- 
ment — as the desire of knowledge, of 
food, of power, of sensual gratifications 
— and the idea is, that a man ms[y be 
drawn along by these beyond the pre- 
scribed limits of indulgence, and in the 
pursuit of objects that are forbidden. 
He does not stop at the point at which 
the law requires him to stop, and is 
therefore guilty of transgression^ This 
is the source of all sin. The original 
propensity may not be wrong, but may 
be perfectly harmless — as in the case 
of the desire of food, &c. Nay, it may 
furnish a roost desirable stimulus to 
action ; for how could the human pow- 
ers be called forth, if it were not for 
this 1 The error, the fault, the sin, is 
not restraining the indulgence where 
we are commanded to do it, either in 
regard to the obfeets sought, or in re- 
gard to the degree of ' indulgence. 
^ And enticed. Entrapped, caught ; 
that is, he is seized by this power and 
held fast ; or he is led along and be- 
guiled, until he falls into sin, as in a 
snare that springs suddenly upon him. 
1 5. Then when lust hath conceived, 
Comp. Job'xv. 35. The allusion here 
is obvious. The meaning is, when the 
desire which we 'have naturally is 
quickened, or made to act, the result is 
that sin is produced. As our desires 
of good lie in the mind by nature ; as 
our propensities exist as they were cri^ 
ated, they cannot be regarded as sin, 
or treated as such, but when they are 
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indulged ; when plans of gratification 
are formed ; when they are' developed 
in actual tife, the effect is sin. In the 
mere desire of good, of happiness, of 
food, of raiment, there is no sin ; it be- 
comes sin when indulged in an in^ro- 
per manner, and when it leads us to 
seek that which is forbidden — to in- 
vade the rights of others, or in any way 
to violate the laws of God. The Rab- 
bins have a metaphor which strongly 
expresses the general sense of this pas- 
sage: «Evil concupiscence is at the 
beginning like the thread of a spider's 
web ; afterwards it is like a cart rope.** 
Sanhedrin, fol. 99. ^ It bringdh 
forth sin. The result is sin ; open, 
actual sin. When that which is con- 
ceived in the heart is matured, it is 
seen to be sin. The design of all this 
is to show that sin is not to be traced 
to God, but to man himself; and in 
order to this, the apostle says that there 
is enongh in the heart of man to ac- 
count for all actual sin, without sup- 
posing that it is caused by God. The 
sohition which he gives is, that there 
are certain propensities in man whiph, 
when they are suffered to act them- 
selves out, will account for all the sin 
in the world. In regard to those na- 
tive propensities th^m8elves, he does 
not say v^heCher he regards them as 
sinful and blameworthy ornot; and the 
prpbabijity is, (hat he did not design to 
enter into^a formal examination, or .to 
make a formal statement, of the nature 
of these propensities themselves. He 
looked at man as he is — as a creature 
of God — as endowed with certain ani- 
mal propensities — as seen in fact to 
have strong passions by nature, and he 
showed that there was enough in him 
to account for the existence of sin 
without bringing in the agency of God, 
or charging it on him. In reference to 
those propensities, i^ may be observed 
that there are two kinds, either of 
which may account for the existence 
of sin, but which are frequently both 
ccMnbiiied. -^^heite are, first, our natu- 



ral propensities ; those which we have 
as men, as endowed with an animal 
nature, as havihg constitutional desires 
to be gratified, and wants to be sup- 
plied. Such Adam had ia innocence i^ 
such the Saviour had ; and such are 
to be regarded as in no respect in them- 
selves sinful and wrong. Yet they 
may, in our case, as they did in Adam, 
lead us to sin, because, under their 
strong influence, we may be led to de* 
sire that which is forbidden, or which 
belongs to another. But there are, 
secondly, the propensities and inclina- 
tions which we have as the result of 
the fall) and which are evil in their 
nature and tendency ; which as a mat- 
ter of course, and especially when com- 
bined with the former, lead to open 
transgression. It is not always easy 
to separate these, and in fact they are 
often combined in producing the actual 
guilt of the world. It often requires a 
close analysis of a man*s own mind to 
detect these different ingredients in his 
conduct, and the one oAen gets the 
credit of the other. The apostle James 
seems to have looked at it as a simple 
matter of fact, with a common sense 
view, by saying that there were desires 
(iyti^fMis) in a man's own mind 
which would account for all the actual 
sin in the world, withoilt charging it 
on God. or the truth of this, no one 
can entertain a doubt f And sin^ 
when it is finished^ hringeth forth 
death. The result of sin, when it is 
fully carried out, is death— death in all 
forms. The idea is, that death, in 
whatever form it exists, is to be traced 
Xjd sin, and that sin will naturally and 
regularly produce it. There is a strong 
similarity between this declaration and 
that of the apostle Paul (Rom. vi. 21 
— ^23), and it is probable that James 
ha<^ that passage in his eye. See the 
sentiment illustrated in the Notes on 
that passage, and on Romans v. 12. 
Any one who indulges in a sinful 
thought or corrupt desire, should reflect 
that it may end in d»ath — death tem- 
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16 Do not err, my beloved 
brethren. 

17 Every "good gift, and every 
perfect gift is from above, and 

aJno.3. S7. ICo. 4.'7. 



poral and eternal. Its natural tendency 
will be to produce such a death. This 
reflection should induce us to check an 
etil thought or desire at the beginning. 
Not for one moment should we indulge 
in it| for soon it may secure the mas- 
tery and be beyond our control, and the 
end may be seen in the grave, and the 
awfql world of wo. 

16. Do not err J my beloved bretJwen, 
This is said as if there were great dan- 
ger of error in the point under consi- 
deration. , The point on which he 
would guard thiem, seems to have been 
in respect to the opinion that God was 
the author of sin, and that the evils in 
the world are to be traced to him. 
There was great danger that they would 
embrace that opinion, for experience 
has shown that it is a danger into 
which n>en are always prone to fall. 
Some of the sources of this daiiger have 
been already alluded to. Notes on 
▼er. 13. To meet the danger, he says 
that, so far is it from being true that God 
is the source of evil, he is in fact the 
author of all that is good : every good 
gift, and every perfect gift (ver. 17), is 
from him. ver. 18. 

j 17. Every good gift, and every per- 
fect gift. The difference between 
good and perfect here, it is not easy 
to mark accurately. .It may be that 
the former means that which is bene- 
voknt in its character and tendency; 
the latter that which is entire, where 
there is nothing even apparently want- 
ing to complete it ; where it can be re- 
garded as good as a whole and in all 
its parts. The gjeneral sense is, that 
God is the author of all good. lEvery 
thing that is good on the earth we are 
to trace to him ; evil has another origin. 
Comp. Matth. xiii. 28. 1 Is from 
above. From God,.who is often repre- 



cometh down from the Father 
of lights, with whom *is no va- 
riableness, neither shadow of 
turning. ) 

»lSa. ]iL529. Mai. 3. 6. 



sented as dwelling above — ^in heaven. 
^ And Cometh down from the Father 
of lights. From God,' the souirce. and 
fountain of all light. Light, in the 
Scriptures, is the emblem of knowledge, 
purity, happiness; and God is often 
represented as light. Comp. 1 John i. 
5. Notes 1 Tim. vi. 16. There is, 
doubtless, an allusion here to tho 
heavenly bodies, among which the sun 
is the most brilliant. It appears to us 
to be the great original fountain of light, 
diffusing its radiance over all worlds. 
No cloud, no darkness seems to come 
from the sun, but it pours its rich efful- 
gence on the farthest part of the uni- 
verse. So it is with God. There 
is no darkness in him (1 John i. 5) ; 
and all the inoral light and purity which 
there is in the universe is to be traced 
to him. The word Father here is 
used in a sense which is common in 
Hebrew (Comp. Notes Matth. i. 1) a6 
denoting that ^hich is the source of 
any thing, or that from which any 
thing proceeds. Comp. Notes on Isa. 
he. o. t "^ith tbhom is no variable^ 
ness, neither shadow of turning. The 
design here is clearly to contrast God 
with the sun in a certain respect As 
the source of light, there is a strong 
resemblance. But in the sun there are 
certain changes. It does not shine on 
all parts of the earth at the same time, 
nor in the same mahner all the year. 
It rises and sets; it crosses the line 
and seems to go far to the south, and 
sends its rays obli<}ueIy on the earth ; 
then it ascends to the north, recrosses 
the line, and sends its rays obliquely 
on southern regions. By its revolu- 
tions it produces the changes of the 
seasons, and makes a constant variety 
on the earth in the productions of dif- 
ferent climes. In this respect God if 
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18 Of 'his own will begat he 
as with the word of truth, that 
«jBo.i.ia 



not indeed like the san. With him 
there is no variableness, not even the 
appearance of taming. He is always 
the same, at all seasons of the year, 
and in all ages ; there is no change in 
his character, his mode of bising, his 
purposes and plans. What he was 
millions of ages before the worlds 
were made, he is now; what he is 
now he will be countless millions of 
ages hence. We itoay be sure that 
whatever changes there may be in 
human affairs; whatever reverses we 
may undergo; whatever oceans we 
may cross, or whatever mountains we 
may climb, or in whatever worlds we 
may hereafter take up our abode, God 
is the same. — The tvord which is heie 
rendered variahUneas (^/ta^aJJayn) oc- 
curs nowhere else in the New Testa- 
ment It means change, alteration, 
vicissitude, and would properly be apr 
plied to the changes observed in as- 
tronomy. See the examples quoted in 
Wetstein. The phrase rendered shadow 
of turning would properly refer to the 
different shade or shadow cast by the 
sun from an object, in its various revo- 
lutions, in rising and setting, and in its 
changes at the different seasons of the 
jear. God, on the other hand, is as 
if the sun stood in the meridian at 
noon-day, and never cast any shadow. 
18. Of ^ own wilL Gr. witling, 
)3oiAJ7^iV The idea is, that the fact 
that we are < begotten* to be his chil- 
dren is to be traced solely to his wilL 
He purposed it, and it was done. The 
antecedent in the case on which all de- 
pended was the sovereign will of God. 
See this<v8entiment explatAed in the 
Notes on Johji i. 13. Comp. Notes on 
Eph. i. 6. When it is said, however, 
that tie has done this by his mere 
tviil, it is not to be inferred that there 
was no reason why it should be done, 
or that the exercise of his will was 



we should be a kind of first-fhiits 
*of his creatures. 
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arbitraiy> but only that his will deters 
mined the matter, and that is the 
cause of oar conversion. It is not to 
be inferred that there are not in all 
cases good reasons why God wills as 
he does, though those reasons are ndt 
often stated to ns, and perhaps w« 
could not comprehend them if they 
were. The obfeet of the slalemeDt 
here seems to be to direct the mind up 
to God as the source of good and not 
eviif and among the most eminent 
illustrations of his goodness is this, 
that by his mere unll, without any ex- 
ternal power to control him, and where 
there could be nothing but benevolence^ 
he has adopted us into his ftmily, and 
given us a most exalted condition, aa 
renovated beings, among his creatures. 
% Begat he us. The Greek word her« 
is the same which in ver. 15 is ren- 
dered < bringeth forth' — ** sin bfmgtth 
fbrth death." The word is perhaps 
designedly used here in ecmtrast with 
that, and the object is to refer to a dif- 
ferent kind of production, or bringing 
forth, under the agency of mn, and the 
agency of Ood, The meaning here 
i%, that we owe the beginning of our 
spiritaallife to God. ^With the word 
of truth. By the instmmentality of 
truth. It was not a mere creative act, 
but' it was by truth as the seed or gernb 
There is no effect produced in our 
minds in regeneration which the trtUh 
is not fitted to produce, and the agency 
of God in the case is to secure its fair 
and full influence on the soul. 1 Thai 
we should be a kind of ftrst^fruiis of 
his creatures. Comp. Eph. i. 12. For 
the meaning of the word rendered 
flrsi-firuitSj see Note on Rom. viii. 88. 
Comp. Rom. xi. 6 ; xvi. 5. 1 Cor. xv. 
20, 28 ; xvi. 16. Rev. xiv. 4. It does 
not elsewhere occur in the New Testa- 
ment. It denotes properly that which 
is first taken ftooi any thing; th6 poiw 
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19 Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren, let every man be swift 

fion which was usually offered to God. 
The phrase here does not primarily 
denote eminence in honour or degree, 
but refers rathpr to time — the first in 
time ; and in . a secondary sense it is 
4hen used to denote the honour attached 
to that circumstance. The meaning 
here is, either (1) that, under the gospel, 
those who were addressed by the apos- 
tles had the honour of l^eing first called 
into his kingdom as a part of that 
glorious harvest which it was designed 
to gather in this world, and that the 
goodness of God was manifested in 
thus furnishing the first-fruits of a 
most glorious harye^t ; or (2) the rer 
ference may be to the rank and dignity 
which all who are born again would 
have among the creatures of God in 
virtue- of the new birth. 

19. Wherefore^ my. beloved brethren. 
The connexion is this : < since God is 
the only source of good; since he 
tempts no man ; and since by his mere 
sovereign goodness, without any claim 
on our-part, we have had the high hon- 
our conferred on us of being made the 
first-fruits of his creatures, we ought 
to be ready to hear his voice, to sub- 
due all our evil passions, and to bring 
our souls to entire practical obedience.' 
The necessity of obedience, or the doc- 
trine that the gospel is not only to. 
be learned but pradisedj is pursued at 
length in this and the following chapter. 
The particular statement here (vs. 19 
—21) is, that religion requires us to be 
meek and docile ; to lay aside all irrita- 
bility against the truth, and all pride 
of opinion, and all corruption of hf art, 
and to receive meekly the ingrafted 
word See the analysis of the chapter. 
\ Let every man be swift to hear, 
flow to speak. That is, primarily, to 
hear God ; to listen to the instructions 
of that truth by which we have been 
be^ottep, and brought into so new re- 



JAMES. [A. D; 60 

to hear, slow ''to speak, slow 'to 
wrath : 
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lation to him. At the same time, 
though this is the primary sense of 
the phrase here, it may be regarded as 
inculcating the general doctrine that 
we are to be more ready to hear than 
to speak ; or that we are to be disposed 
to learn always, and from any source. 
Our appropriate condition is rather that 
of learners than instructors,- and the 
attitude of mind which we should cul- 
tivate is that of a readiness to receive 
informatjon from any quarter. The 
ancients have some sayings on this 
subject which are well worthy of our^ 
attention. " Men have two ears, and 
but one tongue, that they should hear 
more than they speak." «*The ears 
are always open, ever ready to receive 
instruction ; but the tongue is sur- 
rounded with a dbuble row of teeth, 
to hedge it in, and to keep it Within 
proper bounds." See Benson, So Va- 
lerius Maximus, vii. 2. <H^w noble 
was the response of Xenocrates ! ^When 
he met the reproaches of others with a 
profound silence, some one asked him 
why he alone was silent? Because, 
says he, I have sometimes had occasion 
to regret that I have spoken, never that 
I was silent.* See Wetstein. So the 
son of Sirach, * Be swift to hear, and 
with deep consideration (iv jMucpo^vfiCq.') 
give answer.' ch. v. II. feo the Rab- 
bins have some similar sentitnents. 
« Talk little and work much." Pirkey 
Aboth. c. i. 15. "The righteous speak 
little and do much ; the wickec| speak 
much and do nothing." Bava Metsia, 
fol. 87. A sentiment similar to that 
before us is found in Ecclesiastes v. 2. 
« Be not rash with thy mouth, and let 
not thine heart be hasty to utter any 
thing before God." So Prov. x. 1 9. f In 
the multitude of words there wanteth 
not sin." xiii. .3. « He that keepeth 
his mouth keepeth his life." xv. 2. 
** The tougue of the wise useth know- 
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20 For the wrath of man 
worketh not the righteousness 
of God. 
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.ledge aright, but the moalh of ibob 
poureth out foolishness.** \ Slow to 
wraih. That is, we are to govern and 
restrain our temper \ we are not to give 
indulgence to excited and angry pas* 
sions. Comp. Prov. xvi. 32. " He that 
is slow to anger is greater than the 
mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit 
than he that takcth a city." See also 
on this subject, Job v. 2. Prov. xxxvii. 
8; xi. 17; xiii.lO; xiv. 16; xv.l8; xix. 
19 ; xxij. 24; xxv. 28, EccL vii. 9. Rom. 
xji. 17. 1 Thess. v.' 14. 1 Pet. iii. 8. 
The particular point here is, however, 
not that we should be slow to wrath as 
a general habit of mind, which is in- 
deed most tiue, but in reference par- 
ticularly io the reception of the truth, 
"We should lay aside all anger and 
wrath, and should come to the investi- 
gation of truth with a calm mind, and 
an imperturbed spirit A state of wrath 
or anger is always unfavourable to the 
investigation 'of truth. Such an inves- 
tigation demands a calm spirit, and he 
whose mind is excited and enraged is 
not in a condition to see the value of 
truth, or to weigh the evidence for it. 

20. For the wraih jof man worketh 
not the righteousnfiss of God, Does 
not produce in the life that righteous- 
ness which God requires. Its tendency 
is not to incline us to keep the law, but 
to break it ; not to induce us to em- 
brace the truth, but the opposite. The* 
meaning of this passage is not that our 
wrath will make God either more or less 
righteous ; but that its tendency is not 
to produce that upright course of life, 
and love of truth", w]iich God requires. 
A roan is never sure of doing right 
under the influence of excited feelings ; 
he mai/ do that which is in the highest 
sense wrong, and which he will re- 
gret all his life. The particular mean- 
ing of this passage is, that wrath in 



21 Wherefore lay apart «a]l 
filthiness and superfluity of 
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the mind of man will not have any 
tendency to make him righteoua. It 
is only that candid state of mind which 
will lead him to embrace the truth 
which can be hoped to have such tn 
efl'ect. 

21. Wherefore. In view of the fact 
that God has begotten us for his own 
service ; in view of the fact that ex- 
cited feeling tends only to wrong, let 
us lay aside ail that is evil, and submit 
ourselves wholly to the influence of 
truth. % Lot/ apart all filthiness. The 
word here rendered filthiness, ocean 
nowhere else in the New Testament. 
It means properly Jj/M / and then is 
applied to evil conduct considered as 
disgusting or offensive. Sin may bo 
contemplated as a wrong thing ; as a 
violation of law ; as evil in its naturo 
and tendency, and therefore to be 
avoided ; or it may be contemplated aa 
disgusting, offensive, loathsome. To m 
pure mind this is one of its most odious 
characteristics ; for to such a mind sin 
in any form is more loathsome than the 
most offensive object can be to any of 
the senses. ^ And superfluity of 
naughtine^. Liierally, * abounding of 
evil.' It is rendered by Doddridge, 
overflowing of malignity ;'* by Tindal, 
superfluity of maliciousness;" by 
Benson, "superfluity of malice;" by 
Bloomfield, « petulance." The phrase 
* superfluity of naughtiness,' or of evil, 
does not exactly express the sense, as 
if we-were only to lay aside that which 
abounded, or which is superfluous^ 
though we might retain that which 
does not come under this description ; 
but the object of the apostle is to ex- 
press his deep abhorrence of the thing 
referred to by strong and emphatio 
language. He had just spoken of sin 
in one aspect, asfllthy, loathsome, cfe. 
testable,' here he designs to express 
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naughtiness, and receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your 
souls. 
22 But be ye doers •of the 

o Mat. 7. 21. 



his abhorrence of it by a still more 
emphatic descrip^on, and he speiaks of 
it not merely as an evil, but as an evil 
abounding, overflowing; an evil in 
the highest degree. The thing referred 
to had the essence of evil in it (xaaeCa) \ 
bat it was not merely evil, it was evil 
that was aggravated, that was over- 
flowing, that was eminent in degree 
(/tfpttftffiu*). The particular reference 
in these passages is to the reception 
of the truth, and the doctrine taught 
is, that a corrupt mind, a mind full of 
sensuality and wickedness, is not fa- 
vonrable to the reception of the truth. 
It is not fitted to see its beauty, to 
appreciate its value, to understand its 
just claims, or to welcome it to the 
80uL Purity of heart is the best pre- 
paration always for seeing the force 
of truth, t And receive with meek- 
ness. That is, open the mind and heart 
to instruction, and to the fair influence 
of truth. Meekness, gentleness, docility, 
are everywhere reqjiired in receiving 
the instructions of religion, as they are 
in obtaining knowledge of any kind. 
See Notes on Matth. xviii. 2, 3. 1 The 
engrafted word. The gospel, is here 
represented under the image of that 
which is implanted or engrafted from 
another source ; by a figure that would 
be readily understood, for the art of 
engrafting is everywhere known. 
Sometimes the gospel is represented 
under the image of seed sown (Comp. 
Mark vi. 14, seq.) $ but here it is under 
the figure of a shoot implanted or en- 
grafted, that produces fruit of its own, 
whatever may be the original character 
of the tree into which it is engrafted, 
Comp. Notes on Rom. zi. 17. The 
meaning here is, that we should allow 



word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your own selves. 

23 For if any be a hearer of 
the word, and not a doer, he is 
like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a glass : 



the principles of the gospel to be thus 
engrafted on our nature ; that however 
crabbed or perverse our nature may be ; 
or however bitter and vile the fruits 
which it might bring forth of its own 
accord, it might, through the engr^ed 
word, produce the fruits of righteous- 
ness. % Which is able to save your 
souls. It is not', therefore^ a weak and 
powerless thing, merely designed to 
show its own feebleness, and to give 
occasion for God to work a miracle ; 
but it has power, and is adapted to 
save.- Comp. Notes on Rom. i. l&; 1 
Cor. i. 18; 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

22. But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only. Obey the gospel, 
and do not merely listen to it. Comp. 
Matth. vii. 21. \ Deceiving your own 
selves. It is implied here, that by 
merely hearing the word but not doing 
it, they would deceive their own souls. 
The nature of this deception was this, 
that they would imagine that that was 
all which was required, whereas the 
main thing was that they should be 
obedient. If a man supposes that by 
a mere punctual attendance on preach- 
ing, or a respectful attention to it, he 
has done aU that is required of him, 
he is labouring under a most gross self- 
cteception. And yet, there are multi- 
tudes who seem to imagine that they 
have done all that is demanded of them 
when they have heard attentively the 
word preached. Of its influence op 
their lives, and its claims to obedience, 
they are utterly regardless. 

23, 24. For if any he, &c. The 
ground of the comparison iii ^ these 
verses is obvious. The apostle refers 
to what all persons experience, the fact 
that we do not retain a distinct impres- 
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24 For he beholdeth himself, 
and goeth his way, and straight- 
way forgetteth what manner of 
man he was. 

25 Bat whoso looketh 'into 
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sion of oartelves afUr we have looked 
in a minor. While actaally looking 
in the mirror, we see all our features, 
and can trace them distinctly ; when 
we torn away, the image and the im- 
pression both vaniah. When looking 
in the mirror, we can see all the defects 
and blemisbes of oar person ; if theire 
is a scar, a deformity, a feature of ugli- 
ness, it is distinctly before the mind ; 
but when we turn away, that is < out of 
sight, and out of mind.' When unseen 
it gives np uneasiness, and, even if ca- 
imble of conection, we take no pains 
to remove it. So when we hear the 
word of God. It is like a mirror held 
np before us. In the perfect precepta 
of the law, and the perfect requirements 
of the gospel, we see ^ our own short- 
comings and defects, and perhaps think 
that we will correct them. But we 
turn away immediately, and foi^et it 
all. If, however, wo were «« doer» of 
the word," we should endeavour to 
remove all those defects and blemishes 
in our moral character, and to bring 
our whole souls into conformity with 
what the law and the gospel require. 
The phrase < natural face' (Gr. face of 
bfrth^ means the face or appearance 
which we have in virtue of our natural 
birth. The word glas$ here means 
mirror. Glass waa not commonly 
used for mirrors amoDg the ancients, 
but they were made of polished plates 
of metaL See Notea on Isa. iii« 24, 
and Job xxxvii. 18. 

2^. For he beholdeth hinuelf. While 
he looks in the mirror he sees his true 
appearance. \ And goeth his way, 
and straightway forgetteth. As soon 
as he goes away, he forgets it The 
apostle does not refer to any inUntion 
4 



the perfect law of liberty, *and 
continaeth therein^ he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of 
the work, this man 'shall be 
blessed in his *deed. 

>Fs. 119.45. eLa.«.47,Jfce. Sor.Miir 



on his part, but to what is known to 
occur as a matter of fact. \ What 
manner of person he was. How be 
looked; and especially if there waa 
any thing in hia appearance that re- 
quired correction. 

25. Bui whoso looketh (y<opaxv4a(). 
This word meana, to stoop down near 
by any thing; to bend forward near so 
as to look at any thing more closely. 
See the word explained in the Notea 
on 1 P«t i. 12. The idea here ia that 
of a close and attentive observation. 
The object is not to contraat the man» 
ner of looking in the glass, and in the 
law of liberty, implying that the former 
was a * careless beholding, and the lat- 
ter an attentive and careful looking, as 
Doddridge, RoeenmOiler, Bloomfield, 
and others suppose, for the word used 
in the former case (xoMffvoi^t) implies 
intense or accurate observation, aa 
really aa the word used here ; but the 
object is to show that if a man would 
attentively look into, and continue in 
the law of liberty, and not do as one 
who went away and forgot how he 
looked, he would be blessed. The em- 
phasis is not in the manner of looking, 
it is on the duty of continuing or perse- 
vering in the observance of the law. 
Y The perfect law of liberty. Referring 
to the law of God, or his will, how- 
ever made known, aa the correct stand- 
ard of conduct It is called the per- 
fect law, as being wholly free from all 
defects ; being just such as a law ought 
to be. Comp. Ps. xix. 7. It is called 
the law of liberty, or freedom, because 
it is a law producing freedom from the 
servitude of sinful passions and lusts. 
Comp. Ps. cxix. 46 ; Notes on Rom. 
vi, 16 — 18. i And eontinueth thersin 



26 If any man among you 
seem to be religious, and bri- 
dleth not his tongue, '*but de- 
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ceiveth his owa heart, this man's 
religion is tain. 
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He must not merely look at the, taw, or 
see wHat he is hy comparing^ himself 
with its requiremeDts, but he must 
yield steady, obedience to it. Notes on 
John xiv. 21. % This man shall be 
blessed in his deed. Marg. doing* The 
meaning is, that he shall be blessed iq 
the very act of keeping the law. It 
will produce peace of conscience; it 
will impart happiness of a high order to 
his mind ; it will exert a good influence 
over his whole soul. Ps. xix. 11. «In 
keeping of them there is great reward." 
26. Jf any man among you seem 
to he religious. Pious, or devout. 
That is, if he does not restrain his 
tongue, bis other evidences of religion 
are worthless. A man may undoubtr 
edly have many things in his character 
which seem to be evidences of the ex- 
istence of religion, in his heart, and yet 
there may be some one thing that shall 
show that all those evidences are false. 
Religion is designed to produce an ef- 
fect on our whole conduct; and if there 
is any one thing in reference to which 
It does not bring us under its control, 
that one thing may show th£^t all other 
appearances of piety are worthless. 
^ And bridleth not his tongue. Re- 
strains or curbs it not, as a horse is 
restrained with a bridle. There may 
have been some reason why the apostle 
referred to this particular sin which is 
now unknown to us; or he may per- 
hapif have intended to select this as a 
specimen to illustrate this idea, that if' 
there is any one evil propensity which 
religion does not control, of if there is 
any one thing in respect to which its 
influence is not felt, whatever other 
evidences of piety there may be, this 
will demonstrate that all those appear- 
ances of religion are vain. For reli- 
gion is designed to bring the whole I 
man under control, and to subdue every J 



faculty of the body and mind to its d&> 
mands. If the tongue is not restrained, 
or if there is any unsubdued propensity 
to sin whatever, it proves that there ia 
no true religion, t But deceiveth hi^ 
own heart. Implying that he does de- 
ceive his heart by supposing that any 
evidence can prove that he is under the 
influence of religion if his tongue ia 
unrestrained. Whatever love, or zeal, 
or orthodoxy, or gift in preaching or in 
prayer he may have, this one evil pro- 
pen^ty will neutralize it all, and show 
that there is no true religion at heart. . 
^ This man^s religion is vain. As 
all religion must be which does not 
control all the faculties of the body and 
the mind. The truths, then, which 
are taught in this verse, are, I. That 
there may be evidences of pi^ty which 
seem to be very plausible or clear, but 
which in themselves do not prove that 
there is any true religion. There may 
be much zeal, as in the case of the 
Pharisees ; there may be much appa- 
rent love of Christians, or much out- 
ward benevolence ; there may be an 
uncommon gift ik prayer ; there may 
be m(|ch self-denial, as among those 
who withdraw from the world in , mo- 
nasteries, or nunneries ,•' or there may 
have been deep conviction for sin, and 
much joy at the time of the supposed 
conversion^ and still there be no true 
religion. Each and all of these things 
may exist in the heart where there is 
no true religion. IT. A single unsub- 
dued sinful propensity neutralizes all 
these things, and shows that there is 
no true religion. If the tongue is not 
subdued ; if any sin^is indulged, it will 
show that i\ie seat of the evil has not 
been reached, and that the soul £» such 
has never been brought into subjection 
to the law of God. For, the very e^- 
senoe of all the sfn that there was in 
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27 Pure religion, and unde- 



filed before God and the Father, and to keep himself unspotted 
is this. To visit " the fatherless 
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the sool may have been concentrated 
on that one propensity. Every thing 
else which may be manifested may be 
accounted for on the supposition that 
there is no religion; this cannot be 
accounted for on the supposition that 
there is any. 

27. Pure religion* On the word 
here rendered religion (^0aEcu»), see 
VfotcB on CoJ. ii. 18. It is used here 
evidently in the sense of piety, or as 
we commonly employ the word reli* 
gion. The object of the apostie is to 
describe what enters essentially into 
religion ; what it will do when it is 
properly and fiurly developed. The 
phrase < pure religion' means that which 
is genuine and sincere, or which is free 
from any improper mixture. % And 
undefiUd before God and the Father. 
That which God sees to be pure and 
undefiled. Rosenmilllcr supposes that 
there is a metaphor here taken from 
pearls or gems, which should be pure, 
or without stain. \ b IIm* That is, 
this enters into it; or this is religion 
such as God spproves. The apostle 
does not say that this Is the whole of 
religion,; or that there is nothing else 
essential to it ; but bis general design 
clearly is, to show that religion will 
lead to a holy life, and he mentions 
this as a specimen, or 'an instance of 
what it Will lead us to do. The things 
v^hiph he specifies here arts in fact two } 
(1.) That pure religion will lead to a 
life of practical benevolence ; and (2.) 
That it will keep us unspotted from the 
world. If these things are found, they 
show that there is true piety. If they 
are not, there is none. ^ To visit the 
widows and fatherless in their Mjflic- 
tion. To- go to see, to look after, to 
be ready to aid them. This is an in- 
stance or specimen of what trae reli- 



and widows in their affliction, 



*froin the world. 
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gion will do, showing that it will lead 
to a life of practical benevolence. It 
may be remarked in respect to this, 
(1.) That this has always been re- 
garded as an essential thing in true 
religion, for (a) it is thus an imitation 
of God, who is '« a father of the father- 
less, and a judge of the widows in hh 
holy habitation'* (Ps.'Ixviti. 5), and 
who baa always revealed himself as 
their friend (Dent. x. 18 ; ziv. 29. Ps. 
X. H ; Ixxxii. 3. Isa. i. 17. Jer. vii. 
7 ; zlix. 11. Hos. xiv. 3) ; (b) reli- 
gion is represented as leading its friends 
to do this, or this is required every- 
where of those who claim to be reli- 
gions. Isa. i. 17. Deut. zxiv. 17; 
xiv. 29. Ex. xxii. 22. Job xxix. 11 
— 1.3. (2.) Where this disposition to 
be the real friend of the widow and the 
orphan exists, there will also exist 
ether corresponding things which go 
to make up the religious character. 
This will ,.not stand alone. It will 
show what the heart is, and prove 
that it will ever be ready to do good. 
If a man, from proper motives, is 
the real friend of the .widow and 
the fatherless,, he will be the friend 
of every good word and work, and we- 
may rely on him in any and every 
way in doing good. ^ And to keep 
himself unspotted from the world* 
Comp. Notes Rom. xii. 2. James iv. 
4. 1 John ii. 1&--17. That is, reli- 
gion will keep us from the maxims, 
vices and corruptions which prevail in 
the world, and make us holy. These 
two things may, in fact, be said to con- 
stitute religion. If a man is truly be- 
nevolent, he beara the image of that 
God who is the fountain of benevo- 
lence ; if he is pure and uncontami- 
nated in his walk and deportment, he 
also resembles his Maker, for he is 
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holy. If he has not Chese things, 
he cannot have any well-founded e^- 
dence that he is a Christian ; for it is 
always the nature and tendency of re- 
ligion to produce these things. It is, 
therefore, an easy matter for a man to 
determine whether he has any religion ; 
and equally easy to see that religion is 
eminently desirable. Who can doubt 
that that is good which leads to com- 
passion for the poor and the helpless, 
and which makes the heart and the 
life pure t 

CHAPTER n 

AVALTSIS or THK CHAPm. 

This chapter is evidently made up 
of three parts, or three subjects are 
discussed : 

I. The duty of impartiality in the 
treatment of others, vs. 1— r9. There 
was to be no faToritism on account of 
rank, birth, wealth, or apparel. The 
ease to which the apostle refers for an 
illustration of this, is that where two 
persons should come into an assembly 
of Christian worshippers, one elegantly 
dressed, and the other meanlj^ clad, and 
they should show special favour to the 
former, and should assign to the latter 
a more humble place. The reasons 
which the apostle assigns why they 
should not do this, are, (a) that God 
has chosen the poor for his own people, 
having selected his friends mainly from 

'them i (b) because rich men in fact 
oppressed them, and showed that they 
were worthy of no special regard ; (c) 
because they were oflen found among 
revilers, and in fact despised their re- 
ligion ; and (d) because the law re- 
quired that they should love their 
neighbours as themselves, and if they 
did this, it was all that #as demanded ; 
that is, that the love of the man was 
not id be set aside by the love of splen- 
did apparel. 

II. The duty of yielding obedience 
to ttie whole law in order to have evi- 
dence of true religion.' vs. 10 — 13. 
This subject seems to have been intro- 



duced in accordimce with the general 
principles and aims of James (see the 
Intro.). that religion consists in obeying 
the law of God, and that there can be 
none when this is not done. It is not 
improbable thajt, among those to whom 
he wrote, there were some who denied 
this, or who had embraced some views 
of religion which led them to doubt It. 
He therefore enforces the duty by the 
following considerations : (1.) That if 
a man should obey every part of the 
law, and yet be guilty of offending in 
one point, he was in fact guilty of all ; 
for he showed that he had no genuine 
principle of obedience, and was guilty 
of violating the law as a whole, ver. 10. 
(2.) Every part of the law rests T>n the 
same authority, and one part, there- 
fore, is as binding as another. The 
same God that has forbidden murder, 
has also forbidden adultery, and he 
who does the one as really violates the 
law as he who does the other, ver. 11. 
(3.) The judgment is befbre us, and 
we shall be tried on impartial princi- 
ples, not with reference to obeying one 
part of the law, biit with reference to 
its whole claim, and we should so act 
as becomes those who «xpect to be 
judged by the whole law, or on the 
question whether we have conformed 
to every part of it vs. 12, 13. 

in. The subject of justification, 
showing that works are necessary in 
order that a man may be justified, or 
esteemed righteous before God. vs. 14 
— 26. For a general view of the de- 
sign of this part of the epistle, see In- 
tro., § 5. (2.) The object here is to 
show that in fact no one can be re^ 
garded as truly righteous before Gdd 
who does not lead an upright life, and 
that if a man professes to have faith, 
and has not works, he cannot be justi- 
fied ; or that if he have real faith, it 
will be shown by his works. If it is 
not shown by works corresponding to 
its nature, it will be certain that there 
is no true religion, or that his professed 
faith is worth nothing. The <8tand« 
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of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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point' from which James views the 
subject, is not that faith is unneces- 
sary, or worthless, or that a man is not 
justified by faith rather than by his own 
works, in the sense of its being the 
ground of acceptance with God ; or, in 
other words, the place where the apos- 
tle takes his position, and which is the 
point from which he views the sdbject, 
is not before a man is justified, to in- 
quire in what way he may be accepted 
of God, but it is after the act of justi- 
fication by faith, to show that if faith 
does not lead to good works it is 
< dead,' or is of n6 value ; and that, in 
fact, therefore, the evidence of justifi- 
cation is to be found in good living, 
and that when this is not manifest, all 
a man's professed religion is worth nO' 
thing. In doing this, he (a) makes 
the general statement, by a pointed in- 
terrogatory, that faith cannot profit ; 
that is; cannot 9ave a man unless there 
be also works. ver..l4. He then (6) 
appeals, for an illustration, to the case 
of one who is hungry or naked, and 
asks what mete faitk could do in his 
case, if it were not accompanied with 
proper acts of benevolence, vs. 15 — 17. 
He then, {e) by a strong supposable 
case, says that real faith will be evinced 
by works, or that works are the proper 
evidence of its existence, ver.' 18. He 
then (d) shows that there Vk a kind of 
Uaih 'which even the devils have on 
one of the most ijnportant doctrines of 
religion, and which can of no value ; 
showing that it cannot be by mere faith, 
irrespective of the question of what 
sort the faith is^ that a man iff to be 
saved, ver. 19. He then (e) appeals 
to the case of Abraham, showing that 
in fact wdrks performed an important 
part in his acceptance with God ; or 
that if it had not been for his work»— 
4» 



tJie Lord of glory, with respec I 
''of persons. 

2 For if there come unto yoa 
aFr.98.1. Judeia. 



that is, if there had been no spirit of 
true obedience in his case« he couU 
have had no evidence that he was jus* 
tified, or that his works were the proper 
carrying out or fulfilment of his faith, 
vs. 20 — 24. He then (/) shows that 
the same thing was true of another case 
recorded in the Old Testament — that 
of Rahab (ver. 25), and then observes 
(ver. 26) that faith without works would 
have no more claim to being true reli- 
gion than a dead body, without a soul, 
would be regarded as a living man. 

1. My brethren. Perhaps meaning 
brethren in two respects, as Jews, and 
as Christians. In both respects the form 
of «ddress would be proper. '[ Have 
not the faith of our Lord Jesua Christ, 
Faith is the distinguishing thing i.n 
the Christian religion, for it is this l^ 
which man is justified, and hence it 
comes to be put for religion itself. 
Notes on 1 Tim. iti. 9. The meaning 
here is, <do not hold such views of 
the religion of Christ, as to lead you to 
manifest partiality to others on account 
of. their difference of rank or outward 
circumstances.' IT Tht Lord of glory 
The glorious Lord ; he Who is glorioui 
himself, and who is encompassed with 
glory. See Notes on 1 Cor. ii. 9. Th« 
design here seems to be to show that tht 
religion of such a Lord should be in d« 
way dishonoured. ^ With respect of 
persons. That is, you are not to show 
respect of persons, or to evince partiality 
to others on account of their rank, 
wealth, apparel, &c. Oomp. Prov 
xxiv. 23 ; xxviii. 21. Lev. xijt. 15 
Deut. i. 17; x. 17. 2 Chron. xix. 7 
Ps. xl. 4. See the subject explained 
in the Notes on Acts x. 34. Rom 
ii. 11. - , 

2. For if there come into your as* 
Hmbiy, Marg., as in Gr., sync^gue 
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assembly a man with a gold ring, 
in goodly apparel ; and there 

isyruigogue. 



It is remarkable that this is the only 
place in the New Testament where the 
word synagogue is applied to the Chris- 
tian charch. It is probably employed 
here because the apostl^ was writing to 
those who had been Jews ; and it is to 
be presumed that the word synagogue 
would be naturally used by the early 
converts from Judaism to designate a 
Christian place of worship, or a Chris- 
tian congregation, an^ it was probably 
fio employed until it was superseded by 
a word whic^' the Gentile converts 
would be more, likely, tq employ, and 
which would, in fact, be better and 
more expressive — the word church. 
The word synagogue (orvwywy^) Would 
properly refer to the whole congrega- 
tion, considered as assembled together , 
without respect to the question whether 
all were tri|ly pious or not ; the word 
church (ixpi%9j(sUi) would refer to the 
assembly convened for worship as 
called out, referring to the fact that 
they were called out from the world, 
and convened as worshippers of God, 
ind would, therefore, be more applicable 
to a body of spiritual worshippers. It 
is probable that the Christian church 
was modelled, in its general arrange7 
ments, after, the Jevyish synagogue, but 
. there would be obviously some disad- 
vantages in retaining the name, as ap- 
plicable to Christian worship. It would 
be difficult to avoid the associations 
connected with the name, and hence it 
was better to adopt some other name 
which would be free from this disad- 
vantage, and on which might be en- 
grafted all the ideas which it was. ne- 
cessary io connect with the notion of 
the Christian organization. Hence the 
word church, liable to no such objection 
as that of synagogue, was soon adopted, 
and ultimately prevailed, though the 
passage before us shows that the word 
synagogue would be in some places, 



come in also a poor man in ?ile 
raiment; 

3 And ye have respect to him 



and for a time, employed to designate 
a Christian congregation. We should 
express the idea here by saying, < If a 
man of this (^scription should come 
into the church.^ ^ A man with a 
gold ring. Indicative of ra^k or pro- 
perty. Rings were common ornaments 
of the rich; apd probably then, as 
now, pf those who desired to be esteemed 
to be rich. For proof that they were 
commonly worn, see the quotations in 
Wetstein, in loc. ^In goodly apparel. 
Rich and splendid dress. Comp. Luke 
xvi. 1 9. ' Tf Jl poor man in vite raiment* 
The Greek here is, filthy, ^ foul ; the 
meaning of the passage is, in osordid, 
shabby clothes. The reference here 
seems to be, not to those who com- 
monly attended on public worship, or 
who were members of the church, but 
to those who might accidentally drop 
in to witness the services of Christians. 
See 1 Cor. xiv. 24. 

3. And ye have respect to him that 
weareth the gay clothing. If you shopir 
him superior attention on account of 
his rich and gay apparel, giving him a 
seat by himself, and treating others 
with neglect pr contenipt Religion 
does not forbid proper -respect to rank, 
to office, to age,- or to distinguished 
talents and services, though even in 
such cases it does not require that we 
should feel that such persons have any 
peculiar. clairps to salvation, -or that 
they are not on a level with all others 
as sinners before God i it does not for- 
bid that a man who ha^ the means of 
procuring for himself an eligible pew 
in a church should be permiUed to do 
so, but it requires that men shall be 
regarded and treated according to their 
moral worth, and not according to their 
external adorning; that all shall be 
considered as. in fact on a level before 
God, and entitled to the privileges which 
grow out of the worship of the Creator. 
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that weareth the gay clothing, 
and say unto him, Sit thou here 
' ija a good place ; and say to the 
poor, Stand thou there, or sit 
here under my footstool : 

lor, loeU; or, seemlf. 



A Btranger coming into, any place of 
worship, no matter what his rank, 
dress, or complexion, should be treated 
with respect, and every thing should be 
done that can be to win his heart to the 
service of God. ^ And say unto him. 
Sit thou here in a good place, Mafg., 
as in Gr., well or seemly; fhat is, in an 
honourable place near the pulpit, or in 
some elevated place where he would be 
conspicuous. The meaning is, you 
treat him with distinguished marks of 
respect on the first appearance, merely 
from, the indications that he is a rich 
man, without knowing any thing about 
his character. ^ And say to the pooVf 
Stand thou there. Without even the 
civility of ofieHng him a seat at all. 
This may be presumed not often to 
occur in a Christian church; yet it 
practically does sometimes, when no 
disposition is evinced to furnish a 
stranger with, a seat. \ Or sit here 
under my footstool. Perhaps some 
seats in the places of worship were 
raised, so that even the footstool would 
be elevate(] above a lower seat. The 
meaning is, that he would be treated 
aa if he were not worth' the least at- 
tention. 

4. Are ye not particd in yourselves. 
Among yourselves. Do you not show 
that you are partial. ^ And are become 
judges of evil thoughts. There has 
been considerable difference of opinion 
respecting this passage, yet the sense 
seems not to be difficult. There are 
two ideas in it : one is, that they showed 
by this conduct that they took it upon 
themselves to be judges, to pronounce 
on the character of men who were 
strangers, and on their claims-, to. re- 
spect (Comp. Matth. vii. 1) ; the other 
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4 Are ye not then partial in 
yourselves, and are become 
judges of evil thoughts? 

5 Hearken, my beloved bre- 
thren, "Hath not God chosen the 

alCo. ].3ft-2d. 



is, that in doing this, they were not 
guided by just rules, but that they did 
it under the influence of improper 
* thoughts.' ' They did it, not from be- 
nevolence ; not from a desire to do just- 
ice to all according to their moral cha- 
racter, but from that improper feeling 
which leads us to show honour to men 
on account of their external appearance, 
rather than their real, worth. The 
wrong in the case was in their pre- 
^ming to < judge' these strangers at 
all, as they practically did by making 
this distinction, and then by doing it 
under the influence of such an unjust 
rule of judgment. The sense is, that 
we have no right to form d decisive 
judgment of men on their first appear- 
ance, as we do when we treat one with 
respect and the other not; and that 
when we make up our opinion in re- 
gard to them it should be by some 
other means of judging than the que^ 
tion whether they can wear gold rings, 
and dress well, or not. Heza and Dod- 
dridge render this, < ye become judges 
who reason ill.' 

5. Hearken, my beloved brethren. 
The apostle now proceeds to show that 
the rich as such had no special claim on 
their favour, and that the poor in fact 
might.be made more entitled to esteem 
than they were* For a view of the 
arguments by which he does this, com- 
pare the analysis of the chapter. ^ Hatk 
not God chosen the poor of this world. 
Those who are poor so far as this world 
is concerned^ or those who have not 
wealth. This is the first argument 
which the apostle suggests why the 
poor should not be treated with neglect. 
It is, that God has had special refer, 
ence to them in choosing those who 
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poor of this world, rich "in faith, 
and heirs of Uhe kingdom^ which 
he hath promised to them that 
love him? 

a Re. 2. 9. > or, that, b Mat. 5. 3. 

La. 13.^ ; 22. 29, 

should be his. children. The meaning 
is not that he is not as willing'Ui save 
the rich as the poor, for he has no par- 
tiality ; but that there are circumstances 
in the condition of the poor which 
make it more likely that they will em- 
brace the offers, of the gospel than the 
rich ; and that in fact the great mass 
of believers is . taken from those who 
arp in comparatively humble life. Comp. 
Notes on 1 Cor. i. 26 — 28. The fact 
that God has chosen one to be an < heir 
of the kingdom' is as good a reason now 
why hQ should not be treated with ne- 
glect, as it was in the times of the 
apostles. \ Rich in faith. Though 
poor in this world's goods, they are rich 
in a higher and more important sense. 
They have faith in God their Saviour ; 
and in this world of trial and of sin, 
that is a more valuable possession than 
piles 6f hoarded silver or gold. A man 
who has that is sure that he will have 
all that is truly needful for him in this 
world and the next; a man who has it 
not, ^houg^ he may have the wealth of 
Croesus, will be utterly 'without re- 
sources in respect to the great wants of 
his existence. 

*'6ive what thoir wilt, Witbout thee we 
are poor ; 
And with thee rich, take what thou wilt 
away." 

Faith in Ood the Saviour will answer 
more purposes, and accomplish more 
valuable ends for man, than the wealth 
of the Indies qpuld, and this the poor 
may have as well as the rich. Comp. 
Rev. ii. 9. ^ And heirs of the king- 
donif .4&C. Marg. t/iat, Comp. Notes' 
on Matth. ▼. 3. 

6, But ye have despised t/ie poor. 
Koppe reads this as an interrogation. 
"Do ye despise the poor.?'* Perhaps 



6 But ye have despised the 
poor. Do not rich men oppress 
you, and draw you before the 
judgment-seats ? 

7 Do they not blaspheme that 



it might be understood somewhat ironi- 
cally : « You despise the poor, do you, 
and are disposed to honour the rich ! 
Look then and see how the rich treat 
you, and see whether you have so much 
occasion to regard them with any pecu- 
liar respect." The object of the apostle 
is to fix the attention on the impropriety 
of that partiality which many were 
disposed to show to the rich, by re- 
minding them that the rich had never 
evinced towards them any such treat- 
ment as to lay the foiundation of a 
claim to the honour which they were 
disposed ta render them, t i^o not 
rich men oppress you,. Referring pro- 
bably to something in their conduct 
which existed particularly then. The 
meaning is not that they oppressed. the 
poor as such, but that they oppressed 
those whom James addressed. It is 
probable that then, as since, a con- 
siderable portion of those who were 
Christians were in fact poor, and that 
this would have all the force of a per- 
sonal appeal ; but still the particular 
thought is, that it was a characteristic 
of the rich and the great, whom they 
were disposed peculiarly to honour, to 
oppress and crush the poor. The 
Greek here is very expressive: <Do 
they not imperiously lord it over you V 
The statement here will apply with too 
much force to the rich in «very age. 
t And draw you before thejudgmmh- 
seats. That is, they are your perse- 
cutors rather than your friends. It was 
undoubtedly the case that many of the 
rich were engaged in persecuting Chris- 
tians, and that on various pretences 
they dragged them before the judicial 
tribunals. - 

7. Do ihey not bhspTiena thai wor» 
thy name^ This if^another argument 
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'worthy name by the which ye 
are called 1 

8 If ye fulfil the royal law, 
according to the Scripture, * Thou 

aPB.111.9. *Le. 19.1& 



to show that the rich had no ■pedal 
claim to the honour which they were 
disposed to show them. The < worthy 
name' iiere referred to ia, donbtiefla, the 
name of the Savionr. The thing here 
affirmed would, of courae, accompany 
persectition. They who penecated 
Christians would revile the name which 
they hore. This has always occurred. 
Bat besides this, it b no improbable 
supposition that many of those who 
were no/ disposed to engage in open 
persecution, would revile the name of 
Christ, by speaking contemptuously of 
him and his religion. This has been 
sufficiently common in every age of the 
world, to make the description here not 
improper. And yet, nothing has been 
more remarkable than the very thing 
adverted to here by James, that not- 
withstanding this, many who profess to 
be Christians have been more disposed 
to treat even such persons with respect 
and attention than they have their own 
brethren, if they were poor ; that they 
have cultivated the- fitvour, sought the 
friendship, desired the smiles, aped the 
manners, and coveted the society of 
such persons, rather than the friend- 
ship and the iavoinr of their poorer 
Christian brethren. Even though they 
are known to despise religion in their 
hearts, and not to be sparing of their 
words of reproach and scorn towaids 
Christianity ; though they are known 
to be blasphemers, aind to have the 
most thorough contempt for serious, 
spiritual religion, yet there is many a 
professing Christian who would 'pre- 
fer to be at a party given by such per- 
sons than at a prayer-meeting where 
their poorer brethren are assembled; 
wh« woulfl rather be known by the 
wocid to be the associates and friends 
ftf BOoh' penons than of thos9 hum- 
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shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self, ye do well ; 

9 But if ye have respect 'to 
persons, ye commit sin and are 

cvsr. 1. 



ble believen who can make no boast 
of rank or wealth, and who are looked 
down upon with contempt by the great 
and thtf gay. 

8. Ifyejkiifil the roydl law* That 
is, the law which he immediately men- 
tions requiring us to love our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. It is called a * royal 
law,' or kingfy law, on account of its 
excellence or nobleness ; not because it 
is ordained by God ad a kUig^ but b^ 
cause it has some such prominence and 
importance among other laws as a king 
has among other men; that is, it is 
majestic, noble, worthy of veneration. 
It is a law which ought to govern and 
direct us in all our interoourse with 
men — as a king rules his subjects. 
t According to the Scripture, Thou 
thaH hoe thy neighbour a» thyself. 
Lev. zix. 18. Comp. Matt ziz. 19. 
See it explained by the Saviour, in the 
parable of the good Samaritan. Luke 
X. 25—37. In regard to its meaning, 
see Notes on Matt. xix. 19. ^Yedo 
ivelL That is, • if you fairly comply 
with the spirit of this law, you do all 
that is required of you in regulating 
your intercourse with others. You are. 
to regard all persons as your < neigh- 
bours,' and are to treat them according 
to their real worth ; you are not to be 
influenced in judging of them, or in 
your treatment of them, by iheir appa- 
rel, or their complexion, or the <^cum- 
stances of their birth, but by the lact 
that they are 'fellow-beib^' This is 
another reason why they should not 
show partiality ifi thei^ treatment of 
others, for if,^in the true sense, they 
regarded all others as <neighbeura,' 
they would treat no one with neglect 
or contempt. 

9. Bui, if ye have retpeci to persons, 
ye comma sin. You transgress the 
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convinced of the law as trans- 
gressors. 

10 For whosoever shall keep 

plain law of God, and do wrong. See 
the references on ver. 1. V And are 
convinced of the law as transgressors, 
Gr. *By the law.' The word convinced 
is now used in a soYnewhat different 
sense from what it was formerly. It 
now commonly refers to the impression 
made on a man's mind by showing 
him the truth of a thing which before 
was doubted,. or in respect to which the 
evidence was not clear. A man who 
doubted the truth of a report or a pro- 
position, may be convinced or satisfied 
of its truth ; a man who has done 
wrong, though he supposed he was 
doing what was proper, may be con- 
vinced of his error. So a man may be 
convinced that he is a sinner, though 
before he had no belief of it^ and no 
concern about it; and this may pro- 
duce in bis mind the feeling which is 
technically known as conviction^ pro- 
ducing deep distress and anguish. See 
Notes, John xvi. 8. Here, however, 
the word does not refer so much to the 
effect produced on the mind itself, as 
to the fact that the law would bold 
such a one to be guilty ;. that is, the 
law pronounces what is done to be 
wrong. Whether they would be per- 
sonally convinced of it, and troubled 
about it as convicted sinners, would be 
a different question, and one to which 
the apostle does not refer ; for his ob- 
ject is not to show that they would be 
troubled about it, but to show that the 
law of God condemned this course, 
and would hold them to be guilty. 
The argument here is not from the 
personal distress which this course 
would produce in their own minds, but 
froih the fact that the law of God con- 
demned it. 

10. For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law* All except the single point 
referred to. The apostle does not say 
that this in &ct ever did occur, but he 



the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he "is guilty of all. 

oDe.27. 36. 



says that if it should^ and yet a man 
should have failed in only one particu- 
lar, he must be judged to be guilty. 
The case supposed seems to be that of 
one who claimed that he had kept the 
whole law. The apostle says that 
even if this should be admitted for the 
time to be true in all other respects, 
yet, if he had failed in any one parti- 
cular — in showing respect to persons, 
or in any thing else, he could not but 
be held to be a transgressor. The de- 
sign of this is to show the importance 
of yielding universal ohedXencQ, and to 
impress upon the. mind a sense of the 
enormity of sin from the fact that the 
violation of any one precept is in fact 
an offence against the whole law of 
God. The whole law here means all 
the law of God ; all that he has re- 
quired ; all that he has given to regu- 
late us in our lives, t -And yet offend 
in one point In one respect ; or shall 
violate any one of the commands in- 
cluded in the general word law. The 
word offend here, means properly to 
stumble, to fall; then to err, or faiUn 
duty. See Notes on Matt. v. 29 ; xxvi. 
31. ^ He is guilty of all. He is 
guilty of violating the law as a whole, 
or of violating the law of God as such ; 
he has rendered it impossible that he 
should be justified and saved by the 
law. This does not affirm that he is 
as guilty as if he had violated every 
law of God ; or that all sinners are of 
equal grade because all have violated 
some one or more of t^e laws of God ; 
but the meaning is, that he is guilty of 
violating the law of God as sUch ; he 
s^ows that he has not the true spirit 
of obedience ; he has exposed himself 
to the penalty of the law, and made it 
impossible now to be saved by it. His 
acts of obedience in other respects, n<7 
matter how many, will not screen him 
from the charge of being a violator of 
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11 For Mie that said, *Do not 
commit adultery, said also, Do 
not kill. Now if thou commit 
no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou 

lor, that law tohich said. 
aEx20. 13, 14. 
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the law, or from its penalty. He must 
be held and treated as a transgressor 
for that oflfence, however upright he 
may be in ot^er respects, and roust 
meet the penalty of the law as certainly 
as though he had violated every com- 
mandment. . One portion of the law 
is as muc^ binding as another, and if 
a man violates any one plain command- 
ment, ha sets at nought the authority 
of God. This is a simple piinciple 
which is everywhere recognised, and 
the apostle means no more by it than 
occurs every day. A man who has 
stolen a horse is held to be a violator 
of the law, no matter in how many 
other respects he has. kept it, and the 
law condemns him for it. He cannot 
plead his obedience to the law in other 
things as a reason why he should not 
be punished for this sin; but how- 
ever upright he may hlive been in 
general, even though it may have been 
through a long life, the law holds him 
to be a transgressor, and condemas him. 
He is as really condemned, and as 
much thrown from the protection of 
law, as though he had violated every 
command. So of murder, arson, trea- 
son, or any other crime. The law 
judges a man for what he bos done in 
this specific case, and he cannot plead 
in justification of it that he has been 
obedient in other things. It follows, 
therefore, that if a man has been guilty 
of violating the law of God io any one 
instance, or is not perfectly holy, he 
cannot be justified and saved by it, 
though he should have obeyed it in 
every other respect, any more than a 
man who has been guilty of murder 
can be saved from the gallows because 
he has, in other respects, been a good 



art become a transgressor of th« 
law. 

12 So speak ye, and so do, a* 
they that shall be judged by the 
law *()f liberty. 

6 c. 1.25. 



citizen, a kind father, an honest neigh 
hour, or has been compassionate to the 
poor and the needy. He cannot plead 
his act of truth in one case as an offset 
to the sin of falsehood in another ; he 
cannot defend himself from the charge 
of dishonesty in one instance by the 
plea that he has been honest in an- 
other ; he cannot urge the fact that he 
has done a good thing as a reason why 
he should not be punished for a bad 
one. He must answer for the specific 
charge against him, and none of these 
other things can be an offset against 
this one act of wrong. Let it be re- 
marked, also, in respect to our being 
justified by obedience to the law, that 
no man can plead before God that he 
has kept all his law except in one 
point. Who is there that has not, in 
spirit at least, broken each one of the 
ten commandments 1 The sentiment 
here expressed by James was not new 
with him. It was often expressed by 
the Jewish writers, and seems to have 
been an admitted principle among the 
Jews. See Wetstein, in he., for ex- 
amples. 

1 1 . For he that said, Do not commit 
adultery J said also, Do not kill That 
is, these are parts of the same law of 
God, and one is as obligatory as the 
other. If, therefore, you violate either 
of these precepts, you transgress the 
law of God as such, and must be held 
to be guilty of violating it as a whole. 
The penalty of the law will be incurred 
whatever precept you violate. 

12. So speak ye^ and so do, as they 
that shall be judged by the law of 
liberty. On the phrase, • the law of 
liberty,' see Notes on ch. i. 26. Comp. 
Notes on ch. iv. 11. The meaning is, 
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13 For he "shall have judg- 
meiit without merdy, that hath 

aFr.31.13. Mat. 6. 15 ; 7. 1, 2. 
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showed no mercy, and mercy 
^rejoiceth * against judgment. 

lor, glorieth, dPB.85.10. 



that ia all our condact we are to act 
under the constant impi^ession of the 
truth that we are soon- to be brought 
into judgmenti and that the law by 
which we are to be judged is that by 
wliich it is contemplated that we shall 
be set free from the dominion of sin. 
In the rule which God has laid down 
in his word, called * the law of liberty/ 
or the rule by which true freedom is 
to be secured, « system of religion is 
revealed by which it is designed that 
man shall be emancipated not only 
from one sin, but from all. Now, it 
is with reference to such a law that we 
are to be judged ; that is, we shall not 
be able to plead on our trial that we 
were under a necessity of sinning, hut 
we shall be judged uncjer that law by 
which the arrangement was made that 
we might be free from sin. If we 
might be free from sin ; if an arrange- 
ment was made by which we could 
have led holy lives, then it will l^e 
proper that we shall be judged and 
condemned if we are not righteous. 
The sense is, <In all your conduct, 
whatever you do or say, remember that 
you ewe to be judged, or that you are to 
give an impartial account ; and remem- 
ber also that the rule by which you 
are. to be judged is that by which pro- 
vision is made for being delivered from 
the dominion of sin, and brought into 
the freedom of the gospel.' The argu- 
ment here seems to be, that he who 
habitually feels that he is soon to be 
judged by a law under which it was 
contemplated that he might be, arid 
should be, free from the bondage of 
sin, has one of the strongest of all in- 
ducements to lead a holy life. 

13. For he shall have judgment 
without mercy, that hath showed no 
mercy. This is obviously an equitable 
principle^ and is one which is every. [ 



where found in the Bible. Prov. zxu 
13. « Whoso stoppeth his ears at the 
cry of the jpoor, he also shall cry him- 
self, but will not be heard.'' 2 Sam. 
zxii. 26, 27. « With the merciful thou 
wilt show thyself merciful, and with 
the firoward thou wilt show .thyself un- 
savoury." Comp. Ps. xviii. 25, 26. 
Matt. vi. 15; vii. 1, 27 The idea 
which the apostle seems to design to 
convey here is, that there will certainly 
be a judgment, and that we must ex- 
pect that it will be conducted on equi- 
table principles ; that no mercy is to be 
shown when the character is not such 
that it will be proper that it should be ; 
and that we should habitually feel in 
our donduct that God will be impartial, 
and should frame our lives accordingly. 
^ And mercy r^oieeth^ against judg- 
ment, . Marg. ^ glorieth, Gr. Boasts, 
glories, or exults. The idea is that of 
glorying over, as where one is superior 
to another, or has gained a victory over 
another. The reference all along here 
is to the judgment, the trial of the 
great day ; and the apostle is stating 
the principles on which the trial at 
that day will be conducted — on which 
one class shall be condemned, and the 
other acquitted and saved. In refer- 
ence to one class, the wicked, he saya 
that where there, has been no mercy 
shown to others — referring to this as 
one evidence of piety — that is, where 
there is no true piety, there will be 
judgment without mercy ; in the other 
case there will be, as it were, a triumph 
of mercy; or mercy will appear to 
have gained a victory over judgment. 
Strict justice would indeed plead for 
their condemnation, but the attribute 
of mercy wiH triumph, and they will 
be acquitted. The attributes of mercy 
and justice would seem to come in 
conflict, but mercy would prevail This 
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14 What "doth it profit, ray 
brethren, though a man say he 

• Mat. 7.26. 



is a trae statement of the plan of stlva- 
tion, and of what actually ocean in the 
redemption of a sinner. Justice de- 
mands, as what is her due, that the 
sinner should be condemned; mercy 
pleads that te may be saved — and 
mercy preTaila* It is not uncommon 
that there seemi to be a conflict be- 
tween the two. In the dispensations 
of justice before human tribunals, this 
^ often occurs. Strict justice demands 
the punishment of the ojSender ; and 
yet there are cases when mercy pleads, 
and when every man feels that it would 
be desirable that pardon should be ex- 
tended to the guilty, and when we 
always rejoice if mercy triumphs. In 
such a case, for example,' as that of 
Major Andre, this is strikingly seen. 
On the one han^t there was the un- 
doubted proof that he was guilty ; that 
he had been taken as« spy; that- by the 
laws of war he ought to be put to death ; 
that as what he had done had tended 
to the ruin of the American cause, and 
as such an act, if unpuniiihed, would 
always expose an ariny to surprise and 
destruction, he ought, in accordance 
with the law of nations, to die. On 
the other hand, there were his youth, 
his high attainments, his honourable 
connections, his brilliant hopes, all 
pleading that he might live, and that 
he might be pardoned. In the bosom 
of Washington, the promptings of jus- 
tice and mercy thus came into collision. 
Both could not ^e gratified, and there 
seemed to be but one course to be pur- 
sued. His sense of justfce was shown 
in the act by which he signed the 
death-warrant ; his feelings of compas- 
sion in the fact that when he did it his 
eyes poured forth a flood of tears. How 
every generous feeling of our nature 
would have been gratified if mercy 
could have triumphed, and the youth- 
ful and accomplished officer could have 
5 



hath faith, and have nqt works f 
Can faith save him? 



been spared ! In the plan oi salvation, 
this does occur. Respect is done to 
justice, but mercy triumphs. Justice 
indeed pleaded for' the condemnation 
of the sinner, but mercy interposed, 
and he is saved. Justice is not dis- 
regarded, for the Great Redeemer of 
mankind has done all that is needful 
to uphold it; but there is the most 
free and full exercise of mercy, and, 
while the justice of God is main- 
tained, every benevolent feeling in the 
breasts of all holy beings can be gra- 
tified in the salvation of countless 
thousands. 

14. What doth it profit, my bretAren^ 
though a man say he hath faiths The 
apostle here returns to the subject ad- 
verted to in ch. i. 22 — 27, the import- 
ance of a practical attention to the 
duties of religion, and the assurance 
that men cannot be saved by a mere 
speculative opinion, or merely by hold- 
ing correct sentiments. He doubtless 
had in his eye those who abused the 
doctrine of justification by faith, by 
holding that good works are unneces- 
sary to salvation, provided they main- 
tain an orthodox belief. As this abuse 
probably existed in the time of the 
apostles, and as the Holy Ghost saw 
that therjB would be danger that in 
later times the ^reat and gbrious doc- 
trine of justification by faith would be 
thus abused, it was important that the 
error should be rebuked, and that the 
doctrine should be distinctly laid down 
that good works are necessary to sal- 
vation. The apostle, therefore, in the - 
question before, us, implicitly asserts 
that faith would not < profit' at all un- 
less accompanied with a holy life, and 
thi^ doctrine he proceeds to illustrate 
in the following verses. See the analysis 
of the chapter. III, and Intro. § 5, (2). 
In order to a proper interpretation of 
this passage it should be observed that 
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15 If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily 
food, 

16 And one of you say unto 
them, Depart in peace, be you 
warmed and filled; notwithstand 



the stand-point from which the apostle 
▼lews this subject .is not before a man 
is converted, inquiring in what way he 
may be justified before God, or on 
what ground his sins may be forgiven, 
but it is after a man is converted, 
showing that that faith can have no 
value which is not followed by "good 
works ; that is, that it is not real faith, 
and that good works are necessary if a 
man would have evidence that he is 
justified. Thus understood, all that 
James says is in entire accordance with 
what is taught elsewhere in the New 
Testament Y Can faith save him P 
It is implied in this question that faith 
cannot save hiiA, for very often the 
most emphatic way of making an affir. 
mation is by asking a question. The 
meaning here is, that that faith which 
does not produce good works, or which 
would not produce holy living if fairly 
acted out, will save no man, for it is 
not genuine faith. 

15, 16, 17. Jf a brother or sister be 
naked, &c. The comparison in these 
verses is very obvious and striking. 
The sense is, that faith in itself, with- 
out the acts that correspond to it, and 
to which it would prompt, is as cold, 
an4 heartless, and unmeaning, and 
useless, as it would be to say to one 
who was destitute of the necessaries 
of life, < depart in peace.' In itsielf 
considered, it might seem to have some- 
thing that was good ; but it would an- 
swer none of the purposes of faith 
unless it should prompt to action. In 
the case of one who was hungry or 
naked, what he wanted was not good 
wishes or kind words merely, but the 
acts to which good wishes and kind 
Words prompt. And so in religion, 



ing ye give them not those things 
which are needful to the body; 
what '^doth it profit? 

17 Even do faith, if it Jiath 
not works, is dead, being * alone. 

a 1 Jno. 3. 18. i »y itself. 



what is wanted is not merely the ab- 
stract state of mind which would be 
indicated by faith, but the life of good- 
ness to which it ought to lead. Good 
wishes and kind words, in order to 
make them what they should be. for 
the welfare of the world, should be ac- • 
companied with corresponding action. 
So it is with faith. . It is not enough 
for salvation without the benevolent 
and,hoIy acts to which it would prompt, 
any more than the good wishes and 
kind words of the benevolent are 
enough to satisfy the wants of the 
hungry, and to clothe tho naked, 
without correspondent action. Faith 
is not, and cannot be shown to be 
genuine, unless it is accompanied with 
corresponding acts, as our good, wishes 
for the poor and needy can be shown 
to be genuine, when we have the 
means of aiding them, only by actu- 
ally ministering to their necessities. In 
the one case, our wishes would be 
shown to be unmeaning and heartless ; 
in the other, our faith would be equally 
so. In regard to this passage, there- 
fore, it may be observed (1) that in 
fact faith is of no more value, and has 
no more evidence of genuineness when 
it is unaccompanied with good works, 
than si^ch empty wishes for the welfare 
of the poor would "be when unaccony 
panied with the means of relieving 
their wants. Faith is designed to lead 
to good works. It is intended to pro- 
duce a holy life ; a life of activity in 
the service of the -Saviour. This is its 
very essence ; it is what it always pro- 
duces when it is genuine. Religion is 
not designed to be a cold abstraction • 
it is to be a living and vivifying prin 
ciple. (2) There is a great deal of 
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18 Yea, a man may say, Thou 



that kindness and charity in the world 
which is expressed by mere good 
wishes. If we really have not the 
mean^ of relieving the poor and the 
needy, then the expression of a kind 
wish may be in itself an alleviation to 
their sorrows, for even sympathy in 
such a case is of valae, and it is much 
to us u> know that others feel for us ; 
but if we have the means and the object 
is a worthy one, then such expressions 
are mere mockery, and aggravate rather 
than soothe the feelings of the sufferer. 
Such wishes will neither clothe nor 
feed them; and they will only make 
deeper the sorrows which we ought to 
heal. But how much of this is there 
in the world, when the sufierer cannot 
but feel that all these wishes, however 
kindly expressed, are hollow and false, 
and when he cannot but feel that relief 
would be easy ! (3) In like manner 
there is much of this same kind of 
vfOTthleaa faiih itf the world — ^faith that 
is dead; &ith*that produces no good 
works; fiiith that exerts no practical 
influence whatever on the life. The 
individual professes indeed to believe 
the truths of the gospel ; he may be in 
the church of Christ ; he would esteem 
it a gross calumny to be spoken of as 
an infldei: but as id any influence 
which his faith exerts ove^ him, his 
life would be the same if he had never 
beard of the gospel. There is not one 
of the truths of religion which.is bodied 
forth in his. life ; not a deed to which 
he is prompted by religion ; not an act 
which could not be accounted for on 
the supposition that he has no true 
piety. In such a case, faith may with 
propriety be said to be dead. ^ Being 
alone. Marg., by itself. The s^nse is, 
< be^ig by itself;' that is, destitute of any 
accompanying fruits or results, it shows 
that it is dead. That which is alive 
bodies itself forth, produces effects, 
makes itself visible ; that which is dead 



hast faith, and I have works: 



produces no efiect, and is as if it were 
not 

18. Yea, a man may say, Ac The 
word which is rendered *yea* ('AXX*) 
would be better rendered by but* The 
apostle designs to introduce an objeo* 
tion, not to make an affirmation. The 
sense is, < some one might say,' or, * to 
this it might be urged in reply.' That 
is, it might perhaps be said that religioo 
is not always manifested in the same 
way, or we should not suppose that, 
because it is not always exhibited in 
the same form, it does not exist Ona 
man may manifest it in one way, and 
another in another, and still both have 
true piety. One may be distinguished 
for his faith, and another for bis works, 
and both- may have real religion. This 
objection would certainly have some 
plausibility, and it waa important to 
meet it It would aeem that all reli- 
gion was not lo be manifested in the 
same way, as all virtue is not; and 
thai it mighi occur that one m«n might 
be paiticularly eminent for one form 
of religion, and another for another ; 
as one man may be distinguished for 
zeal, and another for meeknese, and 
another for integrity, and another for 
truth, and another for his gifb in 
prayer^ and another for his large-hearted 
benevolence. To this the apostle re- 
plies, that the two things referred to, 
faith and works, were not independent 
things which could exist separately, 
without the one materially influencing 
another, as, for example, charity and 
chastity, zeal and meekness, but that 
the one was the germ or aouree of the 
other; and that the existence of the 
one was to be known only by its de- 
veloping itself in the form of the other. 
A man could not show that he possessed 
the one unless it developed itself in the 
form of the other. In proof of this, 
he could boldly appeal to any one to 
show a case where faith existed with 
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show me thy faith 'without thy 
works, and L"will show thee my 
faith by my works. 

1 some copies read, by. a c. 3. 13L 
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19 Thou l>elievest that there 



out works. He was himself willing to 
submit to this just trial iii regard to 
this point, and to demonstrate the ex- 
istence of his <own faith bi/ his works, 
i T^um hast faith, and I have works. 
You have one form or manifestation of 
Teligion in an eminent or prominent 
degree, and I have another. You are 
characterized particularly for one of the 
virtues of religion,, and I am for an- 
other, as one man may be particularly 
eminent for meekness, and another for 
zeal, and another lor benevolence, and 
each be a virtuous man. The expres- 
sion here is equivalent to saying, * One 
may have faith, and another works.' 
t Show me thy faith without thy 
UHfrks, That is, you who n^aintaln 
that faith is enough to prove the exists 
ence of religion ; that a man- m^ be 
justified and saved by that alone, or 
where it does not develope itself in 
holy living; or that all that i» iieces- 
sary in orde^ to be saved is merely to 
1>eiieve. Let the reality of any such 
faith as that: be shown, if it can be ; 
let any real faith be shown to ^^xist 
without a life of good works, and the 
point will be settled, i, says the apos^ 
tie, will undertake to exhibit the evi- 
dence of my faith in a different way, 
in B way about which there can be no 
doubt, and which is thp appropriate 
method. It is clear, if^ the common 
reading here is correct, that the apostle 
meant to deny that true faith dould be 
evinced without appropriate works. It 
should be said; however, that there is 
a difference of rea<fing here of con- 
siderabliB importance. Many manu- 
scripts and printed editions of the New 
Testament, instead of without [works] 
(;g«optV) ^^^^ from or by (Ix), as in the 
other part of the verse, * show me thy 
fkith by thy works, and I will show 



is one God ; thou doest well : the 
devils^ also believe,. and tremble. 

5 Mar. 1.34; 5.7. 



thee my faith by my works.' This 
reading is found in Wa|ton,>Wetstein, 
Mill, and in the received text general- 
ly; the other [without^ is found in 
many MSS., and in the Vulgate, Sy- 
riac, Coptic, English, and ATmenian 
versions, and is adopted by Beza, 
Castalio, Grotios, Bengel, Hammond, 
Whitby, Drusius, Griesbach, Titttnan, 
and Hah'n^ arid is how commonly re- 
ceived as the correct reading. It may 
be added that this reading seems to be 
demanded ' by the similar reading in 
ver. 20 : "But wilt thou know that 
faith without -works (x<i>pis tuy £pyui/) 
is dead," evidently implying that some- 
thing had been said before about < faith 
without works.' This reading, also, is 
so natural, and makes so good sense in 
the connection, that it vr6u\6 seem to 
be demanded. Bodllridge felt the dif- 
ficulty in' the other reading, and has 
given a. version of the passage Vhich 
showed his great perplexity, and which 
is one of the most unhappy that he 
ever made. ^ And I will show thee 
my faith by m,y works. I will furnish 
in this way the b^st and most certain 
proof of the existence of faith. "It is 
implied here that true faith is adapted 
to lead to a holy life, and that such a 
life would be the appropriate evidence 
of the existence of faith. By their 
fruits the principles held by men are 
known. Notes on Matth. vii. 16. 

19, Thou believest that there is one 
God, One of the great and cardinal 
doctrines of religion is here selected as 
an illustration of all. The design of 
the apostle seems to have been to select 
one of the dooftrines of religion, the 
belief of which wchild — if m^re belief 
in any doctrine could — save the soul ; 
and to show that even this might be 
held as an article of faith by those who 
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eoald be soppoied hj no one to have 
any claim to the name of Gbrifilian. 
He selects, thereforei the great fanda- 
mental doctrine of all religion, — ^the 
doctrine of the existence of one Su- 
preme Being, — and shows that if even 
this were held in snch a way as it might 
be, and as itwas held by devils, it could 
not save men. The apostle here is not 
to be supposed to be addressing sneh an 
one as P(xult who held to the doctrine 
that we are justified by faith; nor is he 
to be supposed to be combating the 
doctrine of Paul, as some have main- 
tained (see the Intro.) ; but he is to be 
regarded as addressing one who held, 
in the broadest and most unqualified 
sense, that provided there was /otM, a 
man would be saved. To this he re- 
plies, that even the devils might have 
faith of a certain sort, and faith that 
would produce sensible effects on them 
of a certain kind, and still it could not 
be supposed that they had true religion, 
or that they would be saved. Why 
might not the same thing occnr in re- 
gard to man ? ^ Thou doeat welL So 
far as this is concerned, or so fiir as it 
goes. It is a doctrine which ought to 
be held, for it is one of the great funda- 
mental truths of religion. \ The devils. 
The demons — fa 8<U|U0fu»> There is 
properly but one being spoken of in the 
New Testament as the devil-^ fi«ij3o- 
Xof, and'o Sorav — though demons are 
frequently spoken of in the plural num- 
ber. They are represented as evil spi- 
rits, subject to Satan, or under his con- 
trol, and' engaged with him in carrying 
out his plans of wickedness. These 
spirits or demons were supposed to 
wander in* desert and desolate places 
(Matth. xii. 43), or to dwell in the at- 
mosphere (Notes, Eph. ii. 2); they 
were thought to. have the power of 
working miracles, but not for good 
(Rev. xvi. 14. Comp. John x^ 21^ ; 
to be hostile, to mankind (John viii. 
44) ; to utter the heathen oraclea (Acts 
Jtvi. 17) ; to lurk in the idols of the 
heathen (1 Cor. t, 20) ; and to take up 
5* 



their abodea in the bodies of nea, af- 
fliotuf them with vari«us kinds of dis- 
eases. Matth. vii. 22 ; ix. 34; x. 8) 

zvii. 18. Mark viL 29, 30. Luke iv. 
33 ; viii. 27, 30, tt ssepe. It is of these 
evil spirits that the apostle speaks when 
he says that they believe. ^ Ako be* 
Hne, That is, particularly, they believe 
in the existence of the one God. How 
far their knowledge may extend re* 
specting God, we cannot know; but 
they are never represented in the Scrip- 
tnres as denying his existence, or as 
doabting the great truths of religion. 
They are never described aa atheists. 
That is a sin of this world only. They 
are not represented as sceptics. That 
too is a peculiar sin of the earth ; and 
probably, in all the universe besides, 
there are no beings but those who dwell 
on this globe, who doubt or deny the 
existence of God, or the other great 
troths of. religion. ^ And tremble. The 
word here Used (*pbtf0a>) occurs no- 
where else in the New Testament. It 
means properly to be rough, uneven, 
jaggy, ^c, with bristling hair ; to bris- 
tle, to stand on end, as the hair doea 
in a fright; and then to ahodder or 
quake with fear, &c. Here the mean- 
ing is, that there was much mora in 
the case referred to than mere specula- 
tive faith. There was a faith that pro- 
duced some effect, and an effect of a 
very decided character, tt did not, in- 
deed, produce good works, or a holy 
life, but it made it manifest that there 
waM faith; and, consequently,' it fol- 
lowed that the existence of mere faith 
was not all that was necessary to save 
men, or to make it certain that they 
would be secure, unless it were held 
that the devils would be justified and 
saved by it. If they might hold such 
faith, and stilt remain in perdition, men 
might hold it, and go to perdition. A 
Man should not infer, therefore, because 
he has faith, even that faith in God 
which ^ill fill him with alarm, that 
therefore he is safe. He must have a 
faith which will produce another effect 
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20 But wilt thou know, O 
vain man, that, faith without 
works is dead ? 

21 Was not Abraham our fa- 



altogether — that which will lead to a 
holy life. 

20. But wiU thou know* Will you 
have a full deoaoDstration of it; *will 
you have the clearest proof Id the case. 
The apostle evidently felt that the in- 
stances to which he was about to refer, 
those of Abraham and Rahab, were der 
cisive. 1 O tain man. The reference 
by this language is to a man who held 
an opinion that could not be defended. 
The word vain here used (xsvo^) means 
properly empty, as opposed to full — as 
empty hands, having nothing in them ; 
then fruitless, or without utility or suc- 
cess ; then false, fallacious. The mean- 
ing here properly would be « empty,' in 
the sense of being void of understand- 
ing, and this would be a mild and gen- 
tle way of saying of one that he was 
fooUah, or. that he maihtained an argu^ 
ment.that was without sense* James 
means, doubtless, to represent it as a 
perfectly plain matter, a matter about 
which no man of sense could have 
any reasonable doubt If' we mutst 
call SLman fooRsht as is sometimes ne- 
cessary, let lis use as mild and inoffen- 
sive a term as possible — a term which, 
while it will convey our meaning, will 
not' unnecessarily wdlmd and irritate. 
t TTtat faith without works is dead. 
That the faith which does not produce 
good works is useless in the matter of 
salvation. He does not mean to say 
that it would produce no effect, for in 
the case of the demons it did produce 
trembling and alarm ; but that it would 
be valueless in the matter of salvation. 
The faith of Abraham and of Rahab 
was entirely different from this. 

21. Was not Abraham our father. 
Our progenitor, our ancestor, using the 
word father, as frequently occurs in 
the Bible, to denote a remote ancestor. 
Comp. Notes on Mattb. L 1. A refer- 



ther justified by works, when *he 
had offered Isaac his son upon 
the altar? 

- ^ aGe. 28.9,12. 



ence to his case would have great 
weight with those who were Jews by 
birth, and probably most of those to 
whom this epistle was addressed were 
of this character. See the Intro. ^ JuS' 
tified by works. That is, in the sense 
in which James is maintaining that a 
man professing religion is to be justified 
by his works. He does not affirm that 
the groutid of acceptance with God is 
that we keep the law, or ate perfect; 
or that our- good works make an atone* 
ment for our sins, and that it is on their 
account that we are pardoned; no? 
does he deny that it is necessary that a 
man should believ^ in order to be saved. 
In this sense, he does not deny that 
men are justified by faith ; and thus 
he does not contradict the doctrine of 
the apostle Paul. But he does teach 
that where there are no good works, or 
where there is not a holy life, there is 
ho true religion ; that that faith which 
is not productive of good works is of 
no v'alue ; that if a 'man has that faith 
only it would be impossible that he 
could be regarded as justified, or could 
be saved; and that consequently, in 
that large sense, a man is justified. by 
his works ; that is, they are the evidence 
that he is a justified man, or is regarded 
and treated as righteous by his Maker. 
The point on which the apostle has his 
eye is the nature of saving faith ; and 
his design is to show that a mere faith 
which would produce no more effect 
than that of the demons did,4;ould not 
save. In this he states no doctrine which 
contradicts that^f Paul.'' The evidence 
to which he appeals in regard to feith, 
is good works and a holy life; and 
where that exists it shows that the faith 
is genuine. The case of Abraham is 
one directly in point. He showed that 
he had that kind of faith which was 
not dead. He gave the most afiecting 
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22 'Seest thou how faith* 
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evidence that his fiuth was of such a 
kind as to lead him to implicit obe- 
dAencpy and to painful sacrifices. Such 
an act as that referred to, the act of 
ofiering up his son, demonstrated, if 
any thing could, that his faith w^ g8> 
nuine, and that his religion was deep 
and pure. In the sight of heaven and 
earth it would justtfy him as a right- 
eous man, or would prove that he was 
a righteous man. In regard to the 
strength of fais Heuth, and the nature of 
his obedience in this sacrifice, see Notes 
on Heb. iL 1 9. That the apostle here 
cannot refer to the act of justification 
as the term is commonly understood, 
referring by that to the moment when 
he was accepted of God as a righteous 
man, is clear from the fact that in a 
passage of the Scriptures which he 
himself quotes, that is declared to be 
consequent on his ^^imng-.* 'Abraham 
believed Grod, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness.' The act here 
referred to occurred long subsequent to 
that, and was thus a fulfilment or con- 
firmation of the declaration of Scripture, 
which says that * he believed God.' It 
showed that his faith was not merely 
speculative, but was an active .principle 
leading to holy living, ^ee Notes on ver. 
23. This demonstrates that what the 
apostle refers to here is the-evidence by 
which it is shown that a man's faith is 
genuine, aQd that he does not refer to 
the question whether theiact of justifi- 
cation, where a sinner is converted, is 
solely in consequence of believing. 
Thus the case proves what James pur- 
poses to provcj that the faith which 
justifies is only that which leads to 
good works. ^ When he had offered 
Isctac his son on the altar. This was 
long after be believed, and was an act 
which, if any could, would show that 
his faith was genuine and sincere. On 
the meaning of this passage, see Notes 
on Heby xi. 17. 



wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect? 



1^. Seeit thou. Marg. Thou $eeat. 
Either rendering is correct, and the 
sense is the same. Th« apostle means 
to say that this was so plam that they 
coukl ndt but see it. ^ Bow faith 
wrought with Aw works (tfwijpyi*)* 
Co*operated with. The meaning of 
the word is, to work together unth any 
one; to cooperate (l Cor. xvi. IG. 2 Cor. 
vi. 1} ; then to aid, or help (Mark xvi. 
20) ; to contribute to the production 
of any result, where two or more per- 
sons or agents are united. Comp. Rom. 
viii. 28. The idea here is, that the 
result in the case of Abraham, that is, 
his salvation, or his religion, was 
secured, not by one of these things 
alone, but that both contributed to it 
The result which UMts reached, to wit, 
1^ acceptance with God, cqiild not 
have been obtained by either one of 
them separately, but both, in some 
sense, entered into it. The apostle 
does not say that, in regard to the 
merit which justifies, they came in for 
an equal share, for he makes no affir- 
mation on that . point $ he does not 
deny that in the sight of God, who 
foresees and knows all things, he was 
regarded as a justified man the mo- 
ment he believed, but he looks at the 
result as it wob, at Abraham as he 
appeared under the trial of his fiiith,. 
and says that in that result there was 
to be seen the co-operation of faith and 
good works. Both contributed to the 
end, &s they do now in all cases where 
there is true religion. ^ And by works 
was faith made perfect. Made com- 
plete, /Inished, or entire. It was so 
carried out as to show its legitimate 
and fair results. This does not mean 
that the faith in itself was defective 
before this, and that the defect was 
remedied by good works ; or that there 
is any deficiency in what the right 
kind of faith can-do in the mattet^of 
justification, which is to be helped out 
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23 And the Scripture was 
fulfilled which saith, " Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed 
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unto him for righteousness : and 

he was called *the friend of God. 

24 Ye see then how that by 

6Siph.20.7. Is. 41. a 



by good works; but that there was 
that kind of completiqn which a thing 
has when it is fully deteloped, or is 
fairly carried out. 

23. And the Scripture was fulfilled 
which saith. That is, the fair and full 
meaning of the language of Scripture 
was e:^pres6ed by this act, showing in 
the highest sense that his faith was 
genuine, or the declaration that he 
truly believed, was confirmed or estd^ 
blished by this act. His faith was 
shown to ' be genuine, and the fair 
meaning of the declaration that he 
5c/ieycrf God was, carried out in the 
subsequent act. The passage here re- 
ferred to occurs in Gen. xv. 6. That 
wiiich ft is said Abrahajn belieyed, or 
in which he believed God, was this: 
<This shall not be thine heir (viz. 
Eliezer of JDamascus), but he that shall 
come forth out of thine own bowels, 
shall be thine heir.' And again,.* Look 
now toward heaven, and tell the 
stars, if thou be able to number them. 
And he said unto liim. So shall thy 
seed lie.' vs. 3—6. The act of con- 
fiding in these promises, was that act 
of which it is said that <he believed 
in < the Lord. ; and he counted it 
to him for righteousness.' The act 
of offering his son on the altar, by 
which Jamed says^this Scripture was 
fulfilled, occurred some twenty years 
aflerwards. That act confirmed or 
fulfilled the declaration. It showed 
that his faith was genuine, and that 
the declaration that he believed in God 
was true ; for what could do more to 
confirm that than a readiness to offer 
' his own son at tho command of God 1 
It c'aAnot be supposed that James meant 
to say that Abraham was justified by 
works without respect to faith, or to 
deny that the primary ground of his 
justification in the sight of God was 



faith, for the very passage which he 
quotes shows that faith was the pri- 
mary consideration : - * Abrah«m be- 
Ueved God, and it was imputed,' &c. 
The meaning, therefore, can only be, 
that this declaration received its fair and 
full expression when Abraham, by an 
act of obedience of the most striking 
character, long afler he first exercised 
that faith by which lie was accepted of 
God, showed that his faith was genuine. 
If he had not thus obeyed, his faith 
would havd been inoperative and of no 
value. As it was, his act showed that 
the declaration of the Scripture thftt he 
< believed' was well founded. ^ Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was imputed, 
&c. See this passage fully explained 
in the Notes on Rom. iv. 8. IF And 
he was called the Friend of God, In 
virtue of his strong faith and obedience. 
See 2 Chron. xx. 7.' *< Art not thou 
our God, who didst drive out the in- 
habitants of this land before thy people 
Israel, and gavest it to the seed of 
Abraham ihy friend for ever 3" Isa. 
xli. 8» « But thou, Israel, art ^my ser^ 
vant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the 
seed of Abraham niy friend.*!' This 
was a most honourable appellation ; 
but it is one which, in all cases, will 
result from true faith and obedience. 

24. Ye see then. From the c6urse 
of reasoning pursued, and the example 
• referred to. ,^ How that by works a 
man is justified, and not by faith only. 
Not by a cold, abstract, inoperative faith. 
It must be by a faith that shall produce 
good works, and whose existence will 
be shown to men by good works. As 
justification takes place in the sight of 
God, it is by faith, for he sees that the 
faith is genuine, and that it will pro- 
duce good, worl^ if the individual 
who exercises faith shall live, and he 
justifies men in view niJkfit tkith, and 
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works /*a man is justified, and 
not by faith only. 

25 Likewise ; also was not 
Rahab ^the harlot ''justified by 
works, when she had received 

•Re.ao.l3. »J(M.S.l,fcc He. 11.31. 

eMat.21.31. 



of no other. If he sees that the faith 
is merely speculative ; that it is cold and 
dead, and would not produce good 
works, the man is not justified in his 
sighti As a matter of fact, therefore, 
it is only the faith that produces good 
works that justifies; and good works, 
therefore, as the proper expression of 
the nature of faith, foreseen by God as 
the certain result of faith, and actually 
performed as seen by men, are neces- 
sary in order to justification. In other 
words, no man will be justified who 
has not a faith which will produce 
good works, and which is of an opera- 
tive and practical character. The 
ground of justification 'in the case is 
faith, and that only ; the evidence of it, 
the carrying it out, the prooC of the 
existence of the faith, is good works ; 
and thus men are justified and saved 
not by mere abstract and cold faith, 
but by a fikith necessarily connected 
with good works, and where good 
works perform an important part. 
James, therefore, does not contradict 
Paul, but he contradicts a fklae ex- 
planation of Paul's doctrine. He does 
not deny that a man is justified in the 
sight of God by faith, for the very pas- 
sage which he quotes shows that he 
believes that ; but he does deny that a 
man is justified by a faith which would 
not produce good works, and which is 
not expressed by ^ood works ; and thus 
he maintains, as Paul always did, that 
nothing -else than a holy life can show 
that a man is a true Christian, and is 
accepted of God. 

^b.' Likewise oho was not Rahab 
the harlot justified iy works. In the 
same aense in i^ich Abraham was, as 
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the messengers, and had sent 
them out another way? 

26 For as the body without 
the * spirit is dead, so faith with- 
out works is dead also. 

lor, ftreatA. 



explained above, showing by her ad 
that her faith was genuine, and that it 
waa not a mere cold and speeulativa 
aasent to the truths of religion. Her 
act showed that she truly believed Gkid. 
If that act had not been performed, the 
fact would have shown that her faith 
waa not genuine, and she could not 
have been justified. God saw her faith 
as it was ; be saw that it would pro 
duoe acttf of obedience, and he accepted 
her as righteous. The act which she 
perfbrmed was the public manifestation 
of her faith, the evidence that she was 
justified. See the case of Rahab fully 
explained in the Notes on Heb. xi« 81. 
It may be 'observed here that we are 
not to suppose that every thing in the 
life and character of this woman is 
commended. She is commended fur 
her faith, and for the fair expression 
of its a faith' which, as it induccJ 
her to receive the messengers of the 
true God, and to send them forth in 
peace, and as it led hdr to identify 
herself with the people of God, waa 
also influential, we have every reason 
to suppose, in inducing her to abandon 
her former course of life. When we 
commend the faith of a man who has 
been a profane swearer, or an adulterer, 
or a robber, or a drunkard, we do not 
commend his former fife, or give a 
sanction to it We commend that 
which has induced him to abandon his 
evil-course, and tor turn to the ways of 
Hghteousness. The more evil his for- 
mer course has been, the more wonder- 
ful, and the mori worthy, of commen- 
dation, 19 that faith by which he is 
reformed and saved. 

36. For as the body without tht 



58 



JAMES. 



[A.D.60. 



•pirt* 19 f'.ad. Marg. brecUh, The 
Gree^ worv ftvBvfjuh is commonly used 
to denote inrit or soul, ts referring to 
the intelL }etit nature. The meaning 
here is tb? obvious one, that the body 
is animated or kept alive by the pre- 
sence of. the sout, and that when that 
is withdrawn, hope departs. The body 
has no life independx^nt of the presence. 
of the soul. ^ So faith without works 
ia dead aho. • There is as much ne- 
cessity that faith and works should be 
united to constitute true religion, as 
there is that the body and soul should 
br united to constitute a living man. 
^ ' good works do not follow, it is clear 
\jaX there is nQ true and proper ftdth ; 
lone that justifies and saves. If faith 
produces no fruit of good living, that 
fact proves that it is dead, that it has 
no power, and that it is of no "Value. 
This shows that James was not argu- 
ing against real and genuine faith, nor 
against its importance in justification, 
but against the supposition that mere 
faith was all that was necessary to save 
a man, whether it was accompanied by 
good works or not He maintains that 
if there is genuine faithit will always 
be accompanied by good works, and 
that it is only thai faith which can 
justify and save. If it leads to no 
practical holiness of life, it is like the 
body without the soul, and is of no 
value whatever. James and Paul both 
agree in the necessity of true faith in 
order to salvation; they both agree' 
that the tendency of trueftiith is to 
produce a holy life; they both agree 
that where there is not a holy life, there 
is no true religion, and that a man 
cannot be saved. We may learo then 
from the whole doctrine of the New 
Testament on the subject, that unless 
we believe in the Lord Jesus we can- 
not be justified before God ; and that 
unless our faith is of that kind which 
wiU produce holy living, it has no more 
of the characteristics of true religion 
than a dead body has of a living man. 



Reconciliation of Paul and James. 

At the close of the exposition of this 
chapter, it may be proper to make a few 
additional remarks on the question in 
what way the statements of James can 
be reconciled with those of Paul, on 
the subject of justification. A difiiculty 
has always been felt to exist on the 
subject ; and there are, perhaps, no 
readers of the New Testament who are 
not perplexed with it. Infidels, and 
particularly Vojtaire, have seized the 
occasion which they supposed they 
found here to sneer against the Scrip- 
tures, and to pronounce theoh to be 
contradictory. . Luther felt the diffi- 
culty to be so great that^ in the early 
part of his career, he regarded it as in- 
superable, and denied the, inspiration 
of James, though he aflerwards bhanged 
his opinion, and believed that his epistle 
wafr a part of the. inspired canon ; and 
one of Luther's followers was so dis- 
pleased with the statements of James, 
as to charge him with wilful falsehood. 
Dr. Dwight's Theology, Serm. Ixviii. 
The question is, whether their state- 
ments-can be so ^reconciled, or can be 
shoi^n to be so consistent with each 
other, that it is proper ta regard them 
both as inspired men 1 Or, are their 
statements so opposite and contradict- 
ory, that it cannot be believed that both 
were under the influences of an in&lli- 
ble Spirit ? In ord!er to answer thesQ 
questions, there are two points to be 
considered : I. What the real difficulty 
is; And, II. How the statements of the 
two writers can be reconciled ; or, whe- 
ther there is any way of explanation 
which will remove the difficulty. 

L What the difficulty is. This re- 
lates to two points : that James seems 
to contradict Paul in express terms; 
and that both writers make use of the 
same case to illustrate their opposite 
sentiments. 

(1.) That James seems to contra- 
dict Paul in express terms. The doc* 
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trine of Paul on the subject of justifi- 
cation is stated in such language as the 
foUaving : ** By the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight." Rom. iii. 20. " We conclude 
that a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law." Rom< iii. 28. 
«< Being justified by faith." Rom. ▼. 1. 
« Knowing that a man is not justified 
by the works of the .kw, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ" Gal. ii. 16, 
Comp. Rom. iii. 24, 26. Gal. iii. 11. 
Titus iiu 5, 6. On the other hand, 
the, statement of James seems, to be 
equally explicit that a man is not jus- 
tified by faith only, but that good works 
come Jn for an idaportant share in the 
matter. " Was not Abraham our fa- 
ther justified by works 1" ver, 21. 
^<Seest thou how faith wrought with 
his works." ver. 22. "Ye se^ then 
how that by works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only." ver. 24. 

(2.) Both writers refer to the same 
case to illustrate their views — ^the case 
of Abraham. Thus Paul (Rom. !▼. 1 
— 3) refers to it to prove that justifica** 
tion is wholly by faith. <* For if Abra- 
ham were justified by works, he hath 
whereof to gloiy ; but not before God. 
For what saith the Scripture 1 Abra- 
ham beliei^d God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteousness." And thus 
James (vs. 21, 22) refers to it to prove 
that justification is by works : «* Was 
not Abraham our father justified by 
works when he had ofifered Isaac his 
son upon the altar 1" 

The difficulty of reconciling these 
statements would be more clearly seen, 
if they occurred in the writings of the 
same author ; by supposing, for exam- 
ple, that the .statements of James were 
appended to the fourth chapter of the 
epistle to th& Romans, and were to be 
read in connexion with that chapter. 
Who, the infidel would ask, would not 
be struck with, the contradiction 1 Who 
would undertake to harmonize state- 
ments so contradictory 1 Yet the state- 
ments are equally contradictory, though 
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they occur in diilerent writera, and es- 
pecially when it is claimed for both 
that they wrote under the influence of 
inspiration. 

II. The inquiry then is, how these 
apparently contradictory statements 
may be reconciled, or whether there is 
any way of explanation that will re- 
move the difficulty. Thia inquiry re- 
solves itself into two— whether there is 
any theory that can be proposed that 
would relieve the difficulty ; and whe- 
ther that theory can be shown to be 
well founded. 

(1.)' Is there any theory which would 
remove the difiSculty — any explanation 
which can be given on this point which, 
if true, would show that the two state- 
ments may be in accordance with each 
other and with truth 1 

Before sugj^esting such an explana- 
tion» it may be further observed, that, 
as all history has shown, the statemento 
o( Paul on the subject of justification 
are liable togreai abuse. All the forms 
of Antinomianism have grown out of 
such abuse, and are onlj^ perverted 
statementtf'of his doctrine. It has been 
said that if Christ has freed us from 
the necessity of obeying the law in 
order to justification ; if he has fulfilled 
it in our stead, and borne its penalty, 
then the law is no longer binding on 
those who are justified, and they are 
at liberty to live as they please. It 
has been further said that if we ^re 
saved by faith alone, a' man is safe the 
moment he believes, and good works 
are therefore not necessary. It is pos- 
sible that such views as these began to 
prevail as early as the time of James, 
and, if so, it was proper that there 
should be sn authoritative apostolic 
statement to correct them, and to check 
these growing abuses. If, fherefore, 
Jlimes had, as it has been supposed he 
had, any reference to the sentiments 
of Paul, it was not to correct his senti- 
ments, or to controvert them, but it 
was to correct the abxiaes which began 
already to flow from his doctrines, and 
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to show that the alleged ii>ferences did 
not properly follow from the opinions 
which ha held ; or, in other words, to 
show that the Christian religion re- 
quired men to lead holy lives, and that 
the faith by which it was acknowledged 
that the sinner mast be justified, was 
a faith which was productive of good 
works. 

Now, all that is necessary to recon- 
cile the statements of Paul »nd James, 
is, to suppose that they contemplate 
the subject of justification from difier- 
ent points of view, and with reference 
to different inquiries. Paul looks at it 
before a man is converted, with refer- 
ence to the question how a sinner may 
be justified before God ; Jaipes after a 
man is converted, with reference to the 
question how he may show that he has 
the genuine faith which justifies. Paul 
aCBrms that the sinner is justTfied be- 
fore God only by fdth in the Lord Je- 
sus, and not by his own works ; James 
a^rmGT th«t it Is not it mere speculative 
or dead faith which justifies, but only a 
faith that is productive of good works, 
and that its genuineness is seen only 
by good works. Paul affirms that 
ivhatever else a man has, if he have not 
faith in the Lord Jesus, he cannot be 
justified ; James alfinns that no. matter 
what preteoded faith a man has, if it 
is not a failh which is adapted to pro-, 
duce good works, it is oC no valoe in 
the matter of justifieation. Supposing 
this to be the true explanation, and 
that. these ve the < a^and-points* from 
which they view the subject, the re- 
conciliation of .^kese two writers is 
easy : for it was, and is still true, that 
if the questidfi is asked how a sinner 
is to b^ justified before God, the answer 
^ to b« that of Paul, that it is by 
faith alone, « without the works of the 
law ;" if the question be asked, how 
it can be shown what is the kind of 
faith that justifies, the answer is that 
of James, that it is only that which is 
productive of holy living and practical 
obedience. 
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(2.) Is this a true theory ? Can it 
be shown to be in accordance with the 
stateraents pf the two writers } Wotild 
it be a proper explanation if the same 
statements had been made by the same 
writer? That it is a correct theory, 
or that it js an explanation founded in 
truth, will be apparent if (a) the lan- 
guage used by the two writers will 
warrant it ; {b) if it accords with a fair 
interpretation of the declarations of both 
writers ; and (c) if, in fact, each of the 
two writer^ held respectively the same 
doctrine on the subject. 

Qi) Will the language bear this ex- 
planation? That is, will the word 
justify,^ as used by the two writers, 
admit of this explanation ? That it 
will, there need be no reasonable doubt ; 
for both are speaking of the w^ in 
which man, who is a sinner, may be 
regarded and treated by God as if he 
were righteous — the true notion of jus- 
tification. It is not of justification in 
the sight of men that they speak, but 
of justification in the sight of God. 
Both Use the vrofd justify in this sense 
-7-Paul as Affirming that it is only by 
faith that it can be done ; James as af- 
firming, in addition, not in contradict 
ttottf that It is by a faith that produces 
holiness, and no other. 

(6) Does this view accord with the 
fair interpretation of the declarations 
of both writers 1 

In regard to Paul, there can be no 
doubt that this is the point from which 
he contemplates the subject, to wit, 
with reference to the question how a 
sinner may be justified, ITius, in the 
epistle to the Romans, where his prin- 
cipal statements on the subject cccur, 
he shows first, that the Gentiles cannot 
be justified by the works of the law 
(ch. i.), and then that the same thing 
is .true in regard to the Jews (chs. ii., 
iii.), by demonstrating that both had 
violated the law given them, and were 
transgressors, and then (ch. iii. 20) 
draws his conclusion, « Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 
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be justified in hie sight" — ^the whole 
argument showing conclusively that 
he is contemplating the subject htfore 
a man is justified, and with reference 
to the question how he may be* 

In regard to J^mcs, there can be as 
little doubt that the point of view from 
which he contemplates the subject is, 
after a man professes to have been jus- 
tified .by faith, with reference to the 
question vohai^ land of faUk Jugtifiea, 
or how it may be shown that faith is 
genuine. This is clear, (a) because 
the whole question is introduced by 
him with aloKMt express reference to 
that inquiry ; * What doth it profit^ 
my brethren, though a man say he 
hfith faith, and have not works? Can 
faith save him V ver. 14'. Thai i«, can 
tuch faith — can this faith (^ rcCsrii) 
save him ? In other' words. He must 
have a diflerent kind of fiiith in order 
to save hink The point of James* de- 
nial is not that faith, if genuine, would 
save ; but it is, that such a faith, or a 
faith without works, would save, (b) 
That this is the very point which he 
discusses, is further shown hj his illus- 
trations. vs. 15, 16, 19. He shows 
(vs. 15, 16) that mere faith in reli^rion 
would be of no more value in regard 
to salvation, than jf one were naked 
and destitute of food, it would meet his 
wants to say, * Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled ;' and then (ver. 19), 
that even the demons .had a certain 
kind of faith in one of the cardinal 
doctrines of religion, but that it was a 
faith which was valueless — thus show- 
ing that his mind was on the question 
what is true and genuine , faith, (d) 
Then he shows by' the case to which 
he refers (vs. 21 — 23) — the case of 
Abraham — that this was the question 
before his mind. He refers not to the 
act when Abraham first believed — the 
act by which as a einqer he was justi- 
fied before God ; but to an act that oc- 
curred twenty years after — the offering 
up of his son Isaac. See Notes on 
those verses. He affirms that the faith 
6 



of Abraham was of such a kind that 
it led him to obey the will of God; 
that is, to good works. Though, as is 
implied in the objection referred to 
above, he does refer to the same case 
to which Paul referred — ^the case of 
Abraham — ^yet it is not to thb same act 
in Abraham. Paul (Rom. iv. 1 — 3) 
refers to him when he first believed, 
affirming that he was then justified by 
faith ; James refers indeed to an act of 
the same man, but occurring twenty 
years after, showing that the faith 1^ 
which he had been justified was gelHi- 
ine. Abraham was, in fact, according to 
Paul, justified when he believed, an^, 
had he died then, he would have been 
saved; but, according to James, the 
faith which justified him was not a 
dead faith, but was living and operative, 
as was shown by his readiness to ifier 
his son on the altar. 

(c) Bid each of these tWo writers in 
reality hold <he same doctrine on the 
object? Thii wHI be sCen if it can be 
shpwn that James held to the do<^ne 
of justification by faith, as' really as 
Paul did ; tfnd that Paul held that good 
works were necessary to shoif the ge- 
nuineness of faith, as really as Jame« 
did. 

(1.) They bothtgreed in holding the 
doctrine of justification by ftith. Of 
Pattl*s belief thdre can be no* doubt. 
Thtl James held the doctrine is appa- 
rent from the fact' that he qiiotef the 
very paasfge in Genesis (xv. 6), and 
the one on which Paul relies (Rom. 
iv. I — 3), as expressing his own views 
— «* Abraham believid God, and^ it was 
imputed unto him for righteousness." 
The truth of this James does not deny, 
but affirms that the Scripture Vvhich 
made this declaration was fulfilied or 
confirmed by the act t<fn;vhieh he re- 
fers. ^ 

(2.) They both ^eed in holding 
that good works are necessary to'show 
the genuineness of faith. Of James* 
views on that point there can be no 
doubt. That Paul held the same opi<* 
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nion is clear (a) from his own life, no 
man ever having been more solicitous to 
keep the whole law of God than.he was. 
(b) From his constant exhortations 
and declarations, such as these : ** Cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works" 
(Eph. ii. 10) ; « Charge them that ar« 
rich that they be rich in good works'' 
(1 Tim. vi. 17, 18); "In all things 
showing thyself a pattern of good 
works" (Titus ii. 7) ; « Who gave 
himself for us, that he might purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
ofjgood works" (Titus ii. 14) ; « These 
things I will that thou afi^rm constant- 
ly, that they which have believed in 
God might be careful to maintain good 
works,*' Titus iii. 8. (c) It appears 
from the fact that Paul believed that 
the rewards of heaven are to be appor- 
tioned according, to our good works, or 
according to our character and our at- 
tainmenu in the divine life. The title 
indeed to eternal life, is, according to 
him, in consequence of faith ; the mea- 
sure of the reward is to be our holiness, 
or ^hat we do. Thus he says (2 Cor. 
V. 10), " For we must all appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things done in his 
body." Thus also he says (2 Cor. ix. 
6), <* He which soweth sparingly, shall 
reap also sparingly ; and he which 
soweth bountifully, shall reap also 
bountifully." And thus also he says 
(Rom. ii. 6), that Go^ « will render to 
every man according to his deeds." 
See also the influence which faith had 
on Paul personally, as described in thd 
third chapter of his epistle to the Phil- 
ippians. If these things are so, then 
these two writers have not contradicted 
each other, but, viewing the subject 
from different points, they have together 
stated important truths which might 
have been made by any one writer 
without contradiction — ^first, that it is 
only by faith that a sinner can be jus- 
tified ; and second, that the faith which 
justifies is that only which leads to a 
holy life, and that no other is of value 



in saving the ^oul. Thus, on the one 
hand, men would be guarded from de- 
pending on their own righteousness for 
eternal life; and on the Qther, from all 
the evils of Antinomianism. The great 
object of religion would be secured — 
the sinner would be justified, and 
would become personally holy. ^ 

CHAPTER ni. 

AHALTBIB 07 THE GHAPTXB. 

The evil which the apostle seems to 
have referred to in this chapter, was a 
desire, which appears to have prevailed 
among those to whom he wrote, to be 
public teachers (B(>8d(fxa9iW, verll), and 
to be fiuch even where there was no 
proper qualification. It is not easy to 
see any connexion between what is 
said in this chapter, and what is found 
in other parts of the epistle, and indeed 
the plan of the epistle seems to have 
been to notice such things as the apostle 
supposed claimed their attentiop, with- 
out particular regard to a logical con- 
nexion. Some of the errors and im- 
proprieties which existed among them 
had been noticed in the previous chap- 
ters, and others are referred to in chs. 
iv. V. Those which are noticed in this 
chapter grew out of the desire of being 
public teachers of religion It seems 
probable that he had this subject in his 
eye in the whole of this chapter, and 
this will give a clue to the course of 
thought which he pursues. Let it be 
supposed that there was a prevailing 
desire among those to whom he wrote 
to become public teachers, without 
much regard for the proper qualifi- 
cations for thai office, and the interpre- 
tation of the chapter will become easy. 
Its design and drift then may be thus 
expressed : 

I. The general subject of the chapter, 
a caution against the desire prevailing 
among many to be ranked among pub- 
lic teachers, ver. 1, first clause. 

II^ Considerations to check and 
modify that desire, ver. 1 (last clause). 



A. D. 60.J 



CHAPTER m. 



M 



CHAPTER III. 
Y brethren, be not many 
'masters, knowing that we 



ver. 18. These eoasiderations ore the 
following : 

(1.) The £ict that pablic teachers 
must give a more solemn account than 
other inen, and that thejr expose them- 
selves to the danger of a deeper con- 
demnation, ver. 1, last daose. 

(2.) The evils which grow mwHofnn 
improper ase of the tongue f «vil8 to 
which thbse are particulArly liable 
whose business is j^eo^'f?^, vs. 2 — 12. 
This leads the apostle into a general 
statement of the importance of the 
tongue as a member of the human 
body ; of the fact that we are pecu- 
liarly liable to offend in that (ver. 2) ; 
of the £Eu:t that if that is regulated 
aright, the whole man is; as a horse is 
managed by the bit, and a ship is 
steered by the rudder (vs. 2 — 4) ; of 
the fact that the tongue*, though a little 
member, is capable of accomplishing 
great things, and is peculiarly liable, 
when not under proper regulations, to 
do mischief (vs. 5. 6} ; of the fact that, 
while every thing else has been tamed, 
it has been found impossible to bring 
the tongue under proper restraints, and 
that it performs the most discordant 
and opposite functions (vs. 7 — 9) ; and 
of the impropriety and absurdity of this, 
as if the same fpuntain should bring 
forth sweet water, and bitter, vs. 10— 
1 2. By these considerations, the apos- 
tle seems to have designed to repress 
the prevailing desire of leaving other 
employments, and of becoming public 
instructors without suitable qualifica- 
tions. 

(3.) The apostle adverts to the im- 
portance of toisdom, with reference to 
the same end ; that is, of suitable quali- 
fications to give public instruction, vs. 
13—18. He shows (ver. 13) that if 
there was a truly wise man ■ among 
them, he should show this by his 
works, with < meekness,' and not by 



shall receive the greater condem- 
nation.' 

a Mat. S3. 8, 14. lPe.5.3. ^OTjmdgmnU. 



obtruding himself upon the attention 
of others ; that if there was a want of 
it evinced in a spirit of rivalry and con- 
tention, there would be confusion and 
every evil work (vs. 14 — 16) ; and 
that where there was true wisdom, it 
was unambitious and unostentatious ; 
it was modest, retiring, and pure. It 
would lead to a peaceful life of virtue, 
and its existence would be seen in the 
* fruits of righteousness sown in peace.' 
vs. 17, 18. It might be inferred that 
they who had this spirit would not be 
ambitious of becoming public teachers ; 
they wou)d not place themselves at the 
head of parties; they would show the 
true spirit of religion in an unobtrusive 
and humble life. We are not to sup- 
pose, in the interpretation of this chap- 
ter, that the apostle argued against a 
desire to enter the ministry, in itself 
considered, and where \h6x6 are proper 
qualifications; but be endeavoured to 
suppress a spirit which has not been 
uncommon in the world, to become 
public teachers as a means of more in- 
fluence and power, and without any 
suitable regard to the proper endow- 
ments for such an office. 

1. My brethren, be not many nuu" 
ters, < Be not many of you teachers.' 
The evil referred to is that where many 
desired to be teachers, though but few 
could be qualified for the pffice, and 
though, in fact, comparatively few 
were required. A amall numberi well 
qualified, would better discharge the 
duties of the office, and do more good, 
than many would ; and there would 
be great evil in having many crowd- 
ing themselves unqualified into the 
office. The word here rendered masters 
(SiSdaxaXoi) ^ould have been rendered 
teachers. It is so rendered in John iiL 
2. Acts xiiL 1. RoBL ii. 20. 1 Cor. xii. 
28, 29. Eph. iv. M. 1 Tim. ii. 11 ; iv. 
3* Heb. V. 12, though it is elsewhere 
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frequently rendered master. It has, 
however, in it primarily the notion of 
teaching (fitJ6d(Sxcii)i even ^hen ren- 
dered master. :, and the word master is 
often used in the New Testament, as 
it is with us, to denote an instructor — 
as the < school- master.' Comp. Matt. 
X. 24, 25 ; xxii. 16. Mark x. 17; xii. 
19, et al. The word is not properly 
used in the sense of master, as distin- 
guished from a servAnt; hut as distin- 
guished from a disciple or learner. 
Such a position, indeed, implies au- 
thorityf hut it is authority hased, not 
on power, but on superior qualifica- 
tions. The connection implies that 
the word is used in that sense in this 
place ; and the evil reprehended is that 
of seeking the oflSce of public in- 
structor; especially the sacred office. 
It would seem that this was a prevail- 
ing fault among those to whom the 
apostle wrote. This desire was com- 
mon among the Jewish people, who 
coveted the name and the office of 
i^aA^i,* equivalent to that here used, 
(Conyp. Matt xxiii^ 7), and who were 
ambitious to be doctors and teachers. 
See Rom. ii. 19^ 1 Tim. i. 7. This 
fondness for the office of teachers they 
naturally carried with them into the 
Christian church when they were con- 
verted, and it is this which the apqstle 
here rebukes.* The same spirit the 
passage beford us would, rebuke now, 
and fpr the same reasons ; for although 
a man should be willing to become a 
public instructor in religion when called 
to it by the Spirit and Providence of 
God, and should esteem it a privilege 



♦ A proof of some importance that this 
prevailed in the early Christian church, 
amonff those who had been Jews, is fur- 
nished by a passage In the Apocryphal work 
called " The Ascension of Isaiah the Pro- 
phet;" a work which Dr. Lawrence, the 
editor, supposes was written not far from 
the apostolic age. " In those days (the days 
of the Messiah) shall many be attached to 
office, destitute of wisdom ; multitudes of ini> 

Juitous elders and pastors, injurious ^to their 
ocks, and addicted to rapine, nor sh$A the 
holy pastors themselves diliflently discharge 
their dwty.»» ch. iii. 23, 24. 



when so called, yet there would be 
scarcely any thing more-injurious to the 
cause of true religion, or that would tend 
more to produce disorder and confusion, 
than a prevailing desire of the promi- 
nence and importance which a man has 
in virtue of being a public instructor. 
If there iff any thing which ought to 
be managed with extreme prudence 
and caution, it is that of introducing 
men into the Christian ministry. Oomp. 
1 Tim. V. 22. Acts i. 15—26 ; xiii. 2, 3. 
1 Knowing thai we shall receive the 
greater condemnation Quij^ov xpcfjuu)* 
Or rather, a severer judgment ; that is, 
we shall have a severer trial, and give 
a ^ricter account The word ^ here 
used does not necessarily mean con- 
dem7iation, but judgmenty trials ac- 
count ; and the consideration which 
the apostle suggests is not that those 
who were public teachers would be 
condemned, but that there would be a 
much more solemn account to be ren- 
dered by them than by other men, and 
that they ought ^ duly to reflect on this 
in seeking the office of the ministry. 
He would carry them in anticipation 
before the judgment-seat, and ^have 
them determine the question of enter- 
ing the ministry there. No better 
* stand-point' ean he taken in making 
up the mind' in regard to this work ; 
and if that had beeh the position as- 
sumed in order to estimate the work, and 
to make up the mind in regard to the 
choice of this profession, many a one Who 
has sought the office would have been 
deterred from it ; and, it inay be added, 
also, that many a pious and educated 
youth would have sought the office, 
who has devoted his life to other pur- 
suits. A young man, when about to 
make choice of a calling in life, should 
place himself "by anticipation at the 
judgment-bar of -Christ, and ask him- 
self haw human ' pursuits and plans 
will appear there. If that were the 
point of view taken, how many would 
have been deterred from the ministry 
who have sought it w^4i)i a view to 
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2 For 'in many things we 
offend all. If any man offend 
not in word, *the same i5 a per- 
fect man, arid able also to bridle 
the whole body. 

a 1 Ki. b. 46. Fr. 20. 9. 1 Jno. 1. 8. b Pr. 13. 3. 



honour or emolumeDt ! How many,, 
too, who have devoted themselves to 
the profession of the law, to the army 
or navy, or ta the pursuits of elegant 
literature, would have felt that it was 
their duty to serve God in the ministry 
of reconciliation ! How many at the 
close of life, in the ministry and out 
of it, feel, when too late to make a 
change, that they have wholly mis- 
taken the purpose, for which they 
should have lived ! 

2. For in many things we offend 
alL We all offend. The word here 
rendered offend, means to stamble, to 
fall ; then to err, to fail in duty ; ^nd 
the meaning here is, that all were lia- 
ble to commit error, and that this con- 
sideration should induce men to be 
cautious in seeking an office where an 
error would be likely to do so much 
injury. The particular thing, doubt- 
less, which the apostle had in his eye, 
was the peculiar Kability to commit 
error, or to do wrong with the tongue. 
Of course, this liability is very great in 
an o/iice where the very business is 
public speaking. If anywhere the im- 
proper use of the tongue will do mis- 
chief, it is in- the office' of a religious 
teacher; and to show the danger of 
this, an^ the importance of caution in 
seeking that office^ the apostle proceeds 
to show what mischief the tongue is 
/capable of effecting. ^ 1/ any man 
offend not in word. In his speech ; 
in the use of his tongue. 1 The same 
is a perfect man,' Perfect in the sense 
in which the apostle immediately ex- 
plains himself; that he is able to keep 
every other member of his body in 
subjection. His object is not to repre- 
sent the man as absolutely spotless in 
6» 



3 Behold, we put bits Mn the 
horses' mouths, that they may 
obey us ; and we turn about their 
whole body. 

4 Behold also the ships, which 
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every sense, and as wholly free from 
sin, for he had himself just said that 
(all offend in many things;* but the 
design is to show that* if a man can 
control his loagoc^ he has complete 
dominion over himseJfl as much as • 
man has over a horse by the bit, or ai 
a steersman has over a ship if he has 
hold of the rudder. He is perfect in 
that sense, that he has complete control 
over himself, and will not be liable to 
error in any thing. The design is to 
show the important position which the 
tongue occupies, as governing the 
whole man. On the meaning of the 
word perfect, see Notes on Job i. 1. 
^'And able also to bridle the whole 
body. To control his ^,hole body, 
that is, every other part of himi^lf, as 
a man does a horse by the bridle. 
The word rendered * !• bridle,' meaaa to 
lead or guide with a bit ; then to reiil 
in, to check, to moderate, to restrain. 
A man always has complete govern- 
ment over himself if he has the entire 
control of his tongue. It is that by 
which he gives expression to his 
thoughts and passions ; and if that la 
kept under proper restraint, all the rest 
of his members are as easily controlled 
as the horse , is by having the control 
of the bit 

3. Behold, we put bits in the hor^es^ 
mouths, &c The meaning of this 
simple illustration is, that as we control 
a horse by the bit — though the bit is a 
small thing — so the body is controlled 
by the tongue. He who has a proper 
control over his tongue can govern his 
whole body, as he who holds a bridle 
governs and turns, about the horse. 

4. Behold alsojhe ships, Thi»iU 
lustration is equally striking ai4 obvi^ 
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though they he so great, and are 
driven of fierce wind;, yet ,are 
they turned about with a very 
small helm, whithersoever the 
governor listeth. 

5 Even so the tongue 'is a 

a?r. 12. 18. 

ous. A ship is a large object It seems 
to be unmanageable by its vastness, 
and it is also impelled by driving 
stotms. Yet it is easily managed by 
a small rudder, and he that has control 
of that, has control of the ship itself. 
So with the tongue. It is a small 
member as compared with the body ^ 
in its size not unlike the rudder as 
compared with the ship. Yet the 
proper control of the tongue in respect 
to its influence on the whole man, is 
not unlike the control of the rudder in 
its power over the ship. ^ Which' 
though they be so great. So great in 
themselves, and in comparison with the 
rudder. Even such bulky and un-^ 
wieldy objects are controlled by a very 
small* thing. ^ And are driven of 
fierce winds. By winds that would 
seem to' leave the ship beyond control. 
It is probable that by the < fierce winds' 
here as impelling the diip, the apostle 
meant to illustrate the power of the 
passions in impelling man. Even a 
man under impetuous passion would 
be restrained, if the tongue is properly 
controlled, as the ship driven by the 
winds is by the helm. ^ Are turned 
about with a very small helm. The 
ancient rudder or helm was made in the 
shape of an oar. This was very small 
when compared with the size of the 
vessel — about as small as the tongue 
is as compared with the body. ^ Whi- 
thersoever the governor listeth. As 
the helmsman pleases. It is entirely 
under his control. . 

6. Even soy the tongue is a little 
member. Little compared with the 
body, as the bit or the rudder is com- 
pared with the horse or the ship. 



little member, and boasteth^ great 
things. Behold, iiow great 'a 
matter a little fire kindieth ! 

6- And the tongue is a fire, * a 
world of iniquity : so is the tongue 
among our members, that it de- 
ft Ps. isl 3. > or, wood. e Pr. 16. 27. 



1 And bodsteth greed things. The 
design of the apostle is to illustrate the 
power and influence of the tongue. 
This may be done in a great many re- 
spects, and the apostle does it by refer- 
ring to its boasting; -to the effects 
which it produces, resembling that of 
fire (ver. 6); to its untameableness 
(vs. 8, 9) ; and to its giving utterance 
to the most inconsistent and incongru- 
ous thoughts, vs. 9, 10. The particu- 
lar idea here is, that the tongue seems 
to be conscious of its influence and 
power, and boasts largely of what it 
can do. The apostle means doubtless 
to convey the idea that it boasts not 
unjustly of its importance. It has all 
the influence in the world, fdr good or 
for «vil, which it claims. ^ Behold^ 
how great a matter a little fire kin' 
dkth, Mwg. tvood. The Greeir word 
(vikij)i means a wopd, for^pt, grove; 
and then fire-wood, fuel. This is the 
meaning here. The sense is- that a 
very little fire is sufficient to ignite a 
large quantity of combjastible materials, 
and that the. tongue produces effects 
similar to that. A spark will kindle a 
lofty pile ; and a word spoken by the 
tongue may set a neighbourhood or a 
village < in a flame.' 

6. And the tongue is afire. In this 
sense that it produces a * blaze,' or a 
great conflagration. It prbduces a dis- 
turbance and an agitation that may be 
compared with the conflagmtinn often 
produced by a spark. ^ A world of 
iniquity. A little world of evil in it- 
self. This is a very expressive phrase, 
and is similar to one which we often 
employ, as when we speak of a town 
as being a world in miniature. Wo 



A. D. 60.] CHAPTER UL 

fileth'the whole body, and set 

•Mat. 15. U-». 



me&n by it that it is an epitome of the 
world; that all that there is in the 
world is represented there on a small 
scale. So when the tongne is spoken 
of as being < a world of iniqnity/ it is 
meant that all kinds of evil that are in 
the world are exhibited there in minia- 
ture ; it seems to .coneentrate all sorts 
of iniquity that exbt on the earth. And 
what evil is there which may not be 
originated or fomented by the tongue t 
What else is there that might with so 
much propriety be represented as a 
little world of iniquity 1 With all the 
good which it does, who can estimate 
the amount of evil which it causes 1 
Wiio can measure the evils which arise 
from scandal, and slander, and pro&ne- 
neas, and perjury, and falsehood^ and 
blasphemy, and obscenity, and the in- 
cnlcation of error, by the tongue 1 
Who can gauge the amount of broils, 
and contentions, and strifes, and wars, 
and suspicions, and enmities, an^ ali- 
enations among friends and neighbours, 
which it produces 1 Who can number 
the evils produced by the < honeyed' 
words of the seducer ; or by the tongue 
of the eloquent in the maintenance of- 
error, and the defence of wrong ? If 
all men were dumb, What a portion of 
the crimes of the world would soon 
cease ! If all men would speak only^ 
that which ought to be spoken, what 
a change would come over the face of 
hdman afiairs! ^ So Ib the tongue 
among our members, that it defikth 
the whole body. It stains or pollutes 
the whole body. It occupies a position 
and relation so important in respect to 
every part oi our moral frame, that 
there is no portion which is not affected 
by it. Of Uie truth of this, no one cai) 
have any doubt. There is nothing 
else pertaining to us as rnoral and in- 
ellectual beings, whiph exerts such an - 
nfluence over ourselves as the tongue. 
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teth on fire the * course of nUture ; 
and it is set on fire of hell. 



A man of pare conversation is under- 
stood and felt to be pare in every re* 
speet ; but who has any confidence in 
the virtue of the blasphemer, or the 
man of obscene lips, or the calumniator 
and slanderer 1 We always regard sach 
a man as corrupt to the core. 1 And 
setteth on firt the course of nature. 
The margin is * the wheel of nature.' 
The Greek word also (•rpo;^^} means 
a wheel, or any thing made for revolving 
and running. Then it means the course 
run by a wheel ; a circular course or 
circuit. The word rendered nature 
(ysvtatf)t means procreation, birth, no- 
ttvity, and, therefore, the phrase means 
literally, the wheel of birth ; that is, 
the wheel which is set in motion at 
birth, and which runs on through life. 
Rob^.Lex. sob voce yiptaif. It may 
be a matter of doubt whether this ie« 
fers to successive generations, or to the 
course of individual life. The more 
literal sense Would be that which refers 
to an individual ; but perhaps the apos- 
tle meant to speak in a popular sense, 
and thought of the afiairs of the world 
as they roll on from age to age, as all 
enkindled by the tongue, keeping the 
world in a constant blaze of excitement. 
Whether applied to an individual life, 
oi to the world at large, every one can 
see the justice of the compfirison. One 
naturally thinks, when this expression 
is used, of a chariot driven on with so 
much speed that its wheels by their 
rapid motion become self-ignited, and 
the chariot moves on amidst flames. 
K And it is set on fire ofhelL Hell, or 
Gehenna, is represented as a place where 
the fires continually bum. See Notes 
on Matt V. 22. The idea here is, that 
that which causes the tongue to do so 
much evil derives its origin from hell. 
Nothing could better characterize much 
of that which the toDgue does, than to 
say thilt it has ito origin in hell, and 
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7 For every *kind of beasts, 
and of birds, and of serpents. 



> nature. 



has the Bpirit which reigns there. The 
very spirit of that world of fire and 
wickedness — a spirit of falsehood; and 
slander, and blasphemy, and pollution 
•~-se|ans to inspire the tongue. Th6 
image which seems to have been before 
the mind of the apostle was that of a 
torcb which enkindles and burns every 
thing atf it goes along^— a torch itself 
lighted at the fires of hell. One of the 
niDst striking descriptidns of the woes 
and curses which, there may be inliell, 
would be to portray the sorrows caused 
on the earth by the tongue. 

7. For every kind of beasfs. The 
apostle proceeds to state another thing 
showing the power of the tongue^ the 
- fa9t that it is ungovernable, and 'that 
there is no power of man to keep it 
under cohtrol. Eveiry thing else but 
t^is has been iamed. It is unnecessary 
I to refine on the expressions used here, 
l)y attempting to prove that it is Hie- 
rally true that every species of beasts 
and birds and fishes has been tamed. 
The apostle is to be understood as 
speaking in a general and popular 
sense, showing the remarkable power 
of man over those things which are by 
nature savage and wild. The power 
of man in taming wild beasts is won- 
derful. Indeed, it is to be remembered 
that nearly ail those beasts 'which we 
now speak of as < domestic' animals, 
and which weiard accustomed to see 
only when th'ey are ^ tame, Were once 
fierce and satage fdces. This is the 
case with the horse, the ox, the ass 
rsee Notes on Job xi. 12 ; xxxix. 5), 
tne swine, the dog, the eat, &c. The 
editor of the Pictorial Bible well re- 
marks, « There is perhaps no kind of 
creature, >to which man has access, 
which mig^ not be tamed by him with 
proper perseverance. The ancients 
seem to ha«B made more exertions to 



and of -things in tbe sea is tamed, 
and hath been tamed of ^ mankind. 

' nature qf man. 



this end, and with much better success, 
than ourselves. The examples given 
by Pliny, of creatures tamed by men, 
relate to elephants, lions, and tigers, 
among beasts ; to the eagle, among 
birds ; to asps, and other serpents ; and 
to crocodiles, and various' fishes, among 
the inhabitants of the water. Nat 
His. viii. 9, 16, I?;,!. 5, 44. The 
lion was very commonly talned by the 
ancient Egyptians, and trained to assist 
both in hunting and in war." Notes 
in he. The only animal which it has 
been supposed has defied the power of 
man to tame it is the hyena, and even 
this, it is said, has been subdued, in 
modern- timies. There is a passage in 
Euripides which has a strongv resem- 
blance to this of James. 

Bpa;t:v T'oft d^ivo^ avipoj 
*Ax^ xocxCiMUi TipartlSciv 

X^^cdi/^i'' aspUav t'c T<fuSevp,ata. 

< Small is tbe power which nature 
has given to man, but by various acts 
of his superior understanding, he has 
subdued tbe tribes of tbe sea, the earth, 
and the air.' Gomp. on thie subject, 
the passages quoted by Prtcceus in the 
Critici Sacri, in ioc, ^ And of birds. 
It is a common thing to tame birds, 
and even the most wild are susceptible 
of being tamed. A portion of the- fea- 
thered race, as the hen, the goose, the 
duck, is thoroughly domesticated. The 
pigeon^ the martin, the hawk, the eagle, 
may be; and perhaps there are none 
of that race which might not be made 
subject tP the will of man. ^ And of 
serpents. The ancientr showed great 
skill in this art, in reference to asps 
an4 other venomous serpents, and 
it is common now in Indie. In many 
instances, indeed, it is known that the 
fangs of the serpents arb extracted; 
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8 But the tongue can no man 
tame; it is an unruly evil, full 
of deadly 'poison. 

aF*.140. 3. Ro.3.13. 



but even when this is not done, they 
who prtetise the art learn to handle 
them with impunity. 5 -^d of things 
in the sea. As the crocodile, meo^ 
tioned by Pliny. It may be ajffirmed 
with confidence that there is no animal 
which might not, by proper skill and 
eexseverance, be rendered tame, or 
made obedient to the will of man. It 
is not neoessaiy, however, to under- 
stand the ftpostle as affirming that liUe 
rally every animal has been tamed, or 
ever can be. He evidently speaks in 
a popular sense of the great pow^r 
which man undeniably has over all 
kinds of wild animals— over the crea- 
tion beneath him. 

8. Bui the tongue can no man tame. 
This does not mean that it is never 
brought under control^ but that it is 
impossible effectually and certainly to 
subdue it It would be possible to 
subdue and domesticate any kind of 
beasts, but this could net be dooe^with 
the tongue. ^ It it an unruly evil. 
An evil without restraint, to which no 
certain aOd effiBctual check can be ap- 
plied. Of the truth of this no one 
can have any doubt who looks.- at the 
condition of the world 5 P^H of 
deadly 'poisqn. That is, it acts on the 
happiness of man, and on the peace of 
society, as poison does on the human 
frame. The allusion here seems to be 
to the bite of a venomous reptile. 
Comp. Ps. cxl. 3. « They have sharp- 
ened their tongues like a serpent ; ad- 
der's poison is under their lips.** Rom. 
iii. 13., << With their tongues they have 
used deceit ; the poison of asps is under 
their lips." Nothing would better de- 
scribe the mischief that may be done 
by the tongue. There is no sting of a 
serj^t that does so much evil in the 
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9 Therewith bless we God, 
even the Father ; and therewith 
curse wo men, which are made 
after the similitude of Qod. 



worM \ thiM \t no poison more deadly 
to the frame than the poison of the 
tongue is to the happiness of man. 
Who, for example, can stand Wore 
the power of the slanderer! What 
mischief can be done in society that 
can be compared with that wl^ch he 
may do ? 

Tis slander; 
W|XMe edge ii sharper than the swenti 

whose tongue 
Outvenonis all the worms of Nile; whose 

breath 
Rides on the posting winds, and doth belie 
All cornefs of the world : kings, queens, and 

states. 
Maids, matrons, nav, tho secrets of the grave 
This viperous slander enters. 

Skak», \% C^mMine. 

9. Therewith bless we God. We 
men do this ; that is, all this is done 
by the tongue. The apestle does not 
mean that the same man joes thii^ 
but tfact all this is done by the saqae 
organ— the tongue. ^ Even the Father, 
Who suftaina to u» the relation of a 
father. The point in the remark of the 
apostle is, the absurdity of employing 
the tongue in such contradictory uses 
as to bless one who has to us the rela- 
tion of a father, and to eurse any being, 
especially those who are made in bis 
image. The word bless here is used 
in the .sense of praise, thank, worship. 
if And therewith curse we men. That 
is, it is done by the same organ by 
which God is praised and honoured. 
IT Which are made after the simiU- 
tude of God. After his image.. Gen. 
i. 26, 27. As we bless God, we ought 
with the same organ to bless those 
who are like hatm. There is an ab» 
surdity in cursing men who are thus 
made, like what there would ^e i& 
both blessing and cursio|; the Oteator 
himself. 
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10 Out of the same mouth 
proceedeth blessing and Cursing. 
My brethren, these things ought 
not so to be. 

11 Doth a fountain send forth 
at the same 'place sweet watet 
and bitter T 

* or, hole. 
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12 Can the fig-tree, "my bre* 
thren, bear olive-berries? either 
a vine, figs ? so can no fountain 
both yield salt water and fresh. 

13 Who ^is a. wise man and 
endued with knowledge among 
you? let him show out of a good 

' o Mat. 7. 1(5. >P8. 107.43. 



10. Out of ike same mouth pro- 
ceedeth blessing and cursing, - The 
meaning here may be, either that' out 
of the mouth of man two such oppo- 
site things proceed, not referring to 
the same individual, but to different 
persons; or, out of the mouth of 
the same individual. Both of these 
are true; and both are equally in- 
congruous and wrong. No. organ 
should be devoted to uses so unlike, 
and the mouth should be employed in 
giving utterance only to that which is 
just, benevolent, and good. It is true, 
however, that the mouth is devoted to 
these opposite employments, and that 
^hile one part of the race employ it 
for purposes of praise, the other employ 
it in uttering maledictions. ' It is also 
true of many individuals that at one 
time they praise their Maker, and then, 
with the same organ, calumniate, and 
slander, and revile their fellow-men. 
After an act of solemn devotion in the 
house of God, the professed worship- 
per goes forth with the feelings of 
malice in his heart, and the language 
of slandet, detraction, or even bliis^ 
phemy on his lips. HI Mi/ brethren, 
these things ought not so to be. They 
are as incongruous as it would be for 
the sanie fountain to send forth both 
salt water and fresh ; or for the same 
tree to bear different kinds of fruit. 

11. Doth a fountain send forth at 
the same place 7 Marg. hoU. The Greek 
word means opening, fissure, such as 
there is in the earth, or in rocks from 
which a fountain gushes. % Sweet 
water and. bitter. Fresh water and 
■alt. ver. 12. Such things do not oc- 



cur in the works of. nature, and they 
should not be found in man. 

12. Can the fig-tree, my brethren, 
bear olive-berries? Such a thing is 
impossible in nature, and equally ab- 
surd in morals. A fig-tree bears only 
figs ; and so the tongue ought to give 
utterance only to one class of senti- 
ments and emotions. These illustra- 
tions are very striking, and shovf the 
absurdity of that which the apostle re- 
proves. At the same time, they ac- 
complish the main purpose which he 
had in view, to repress the desire of 
becoming pQhlic teachers without suit, 
able qualificationiu They show the 
power of the tongue ; they show what 
a dangerdus power it is for a man to 
wield who has not the proper qualifi- 
cations ; they show that no one should 
put himself in the position where he 
may wield this power without such a 
degree of tried prudence, wisdom, dis- 
cretion, and piety, that there shall be a 
moral certainty that he will use it 
aright. 

13. Who is a wise man, and endued 
with knowledge among you ? This is 
spoken with reference, to the work ol 
public teaching ; and the meaning ot 
the apostle is, that if there were such 
persons among them, they should be 
selected for that ofiSce. The character- 
istics here stated a? necessary qualifi 
cations are wisdom and knowledge. 
Those, it woiild seem, on which reli- ' 
ance had been placed, were chiefly 
those which were connected with a 
ready elocution, or the mere faculty of 
speaking. The apostle had sta^ the 
dangers which would follow if reliance 
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conversation "his works with 
meekness of wisdom. 

14 But if ye have bitter envy- 
ing and strife in your hearts^ 



a Ph. 1.27. 



even placed on that alone, and he now 
says that something more is necessary, 
that the main qualifications for the 
office are wisdom and knowledge. No 
mere power of speaking, however elo- 
quent it might be, was a sufficient 
qaalification. The primary things to 
be sought in reference to that office 
were wisdom and knowledge, and they 
who were endowed with these things 
should be selected for public instructors. 
IT Let him show out of a good eorycer- 
sation. From a correct and cpoststent 
life and deportment On the meaning 
of the word converaationy see Notes on 
Phil. i. 27. The meaning here is, that 
there should be an upright Ufe^ and 
that this should be the basis in form- 
ing the judgi^ent in appointing persons 
to fill stations of importance, and e^- 
cially in the office of teaching in the 
church. H His works. His acta of 
uprightness and piety. He should be 
a man of a holy life. IT With yneekness 
of wisdom. With a wise and prudent 
gentleness of life ; not in a noisy, arro- 
gant, and boastful manner. True wi«- 
dom is always meek, mild, gentle ; and 
that is the wisdom which is needful if 
men would become- public teachers. It 
is remarkable that the truly wise man 
is always characterized by a calm spirit, 
a mild and placid demeanour, and by a 
gentle, though firm, enunciation of his 
sentiments. A noisy, boisterous, and 
stormy declaimer wis never select as a 
safe counaellor. He naay accomplish 
much in his way by his bold eloquence 
of manner, but we do not put him fn 
places where we need fer-reaching 
thought, or where we' expect the exer- 
cise of profound philosophical views. 
In an eminent degree, the ministry of 



glory not; i^nd lie not against 
the truth. 

15 This ^wisdom descendeth 
not from above, but is earthly, 
* sensual, devilish. 

&1C0.3.3. * 1 or, Mtaral. 



the gospel should be characterized by a 
calm, gentle, and thoughtful wisdom— 
a wisdom which shines in all the actions 
of the life. 

14. But if ye have bitter envying 
and strift in your hearts. If that is 
your characteristic There is reference 
here to a fierce and unholy zeal against 
each other; a spirit of ambition and 
contention. IT Giory not. Do not boaal 
in such a case of your qualifications to 
be public teachers. Nothing would 
render you more unfit for such an office 
than such a spirit. IT And He not against 
the truth, You would lie against what 
is true by setting up a claim to the re- 
quisite qualifications for such an office, 
if this is your spirit. Men should seek 
no office or tftation which they could 
not properly seek if the whole truth 
about them weie known. 

15. This wisdom descendeth not 
from above. Com p. Notes on 1 Cor. 
iii. 3. The wisdom here referred to is 
that carnal or worldly wisdom which 
produces strife and contention; that 
kind of knowledge which leads to self- 
conceit, and which prompts a man to 
defend his opinions with over-heated 
zeal. In the contentions which are in 
the world in church and state; in 
neighbourhoods and families; at the 
bar, in political life, and in theological 
disputes ; even where there is the mani- 
festation of enraged and irascible feet 
ing, thare is often much of a certaic 
kind of wisdom. There is learning 
shrewdness, tact, logical skill, subtle 
and skilful argumentation— < making the 
worse appear the better reason;' but 
all this is often connected with a spirit 
so narrow, bigoted, and contentious, 
as to show clearly that it has not ita 
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16 For ^er» envying and 
' strife is, there is ' confusion^ and 
every evil work« 

1 tumulty or unquietiwi^ 
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17 But the wisdom ''that is 
from above is first pure, *then 
peaceable, * gentle, '^and easy to 

a 1 Go. 3. 6. 7« > b Ph. 4. 8. (xHe. 12. 14. 
<Z6a.5.32. 



origin in heaven. The spirit which 
is originated there is always connadted 
with, gentleness, calmness, and e love 
of truth. TT BtU is earthly. Has its 
origin in this world, and partakes of 
its spirit. It is such a^ men exhibit 
who are governed only by woddly max- 
imB and principles, ijf SenauaL Marg* 
natwaL The meaning is, that it has iia 
origin in our sensual rather than in 
pur intellectual apd moral nature. It 
is that which takes counsel of our na- 
tural appetites and propensities, and 
not of high and spiritual influences. 
IT Demlbh. Demoniacal (J^aiyuwMbriO' 
Suah luB the demorut exhibit. See Notes 
on ch. ii. 19. There may be indeed 
talent in it, but there is the interming- 
ling of malignamt passions, and it leads 
to contentiojM, strips, divisions, a^d 
« pvery evil work.* 

16. For whefe envying and strife 
is, ihe^e is confusion* Marg., tumult 
or unguietillfiSA Dvery thing is unset* 
tied apd agitated. There is no aiutual 
confidence ;. there ia no ynion of plan 
and «fibrt; there i» n^ co-operation in 
promoting a common o|^ect ; there is 
no stability in any plan ; for a purpose, 
though for good, formed by one por- 
tion, is defeated by another. ^ And 
every evil work. Of the truth of this 
no one can. have any doubt who has 
observed the effects in a family or 
neighbourhood where a spirit of strife 
prevails. All love and harmony of 
course are banished ; all happiness dis- 
appears; all prosperity is at an end. 
In pUce of the peaceful virtues which 
ought to prevail, there springs up 
every evil passion that tends to mar 
the peace of a community. Where 
this spirit prevails in a church, it is of 
course impossihle to expect any pro^ 



gress in divine things; and in such a 
ehurch any efifbrt to do good is vain. 

" The Spirit, like a peaceful dove, 
jPlies firom the realms -of noise and strife." 

17i But the. wisdom that is from 
above* Coipp. i^f otes on I Cor. ii.. 6, 
7. The wisdom whieh has a heaveqly 
origin* or which is from God* The 
mm who is characterized by that wis- 
dom will be pure, peaceable, &c. This 
does hot refer to the doctrines of reli- 
gion, but to its spirit, \ Is first pure. 
That is, the first effect of it on the mind 
is to -* make it pure. The influence 
on the man is to make him upright, 
sincere, candid, holy. The word here 
used '(oyvo;) is that which would be 
applied to one , who is innocent, or 
free from, crime or blame. Oomp. 
Phil. iv. 8. 1 Tim. v. 22. 1 John iu. 
3, where the word is rendered, as here, 
pure i 2 Cor. vii. 1 1 , where it is ren- 
dered clear [in this matter! ; 2 Cor. 
li. 2. Titus ii. 5. 1 Pet. iii. 2, where 
it is rendeied chaste. The meaning 
here is, that .the first and ' immediate 
eflect of religion is not on the intellect, 
to make it more enlightened ; or on the 
imagination, to make it more discursive 
and brilliant; or oq the memory and 
judgment, to moke them clearer and 
s.tronge/ ; but it is to purify the heart, 
to make the man upright, inoilensive, 
and good. This passage should not 
be applied, as it often is, to the doctrines 
of religion, as if it were the first duty 
of a church to keep itself free from 
errors in doctrine, and that this ought 
to be sought even in preference to the 
maintenance of peace— as if it meant 
that in doctrine a church should be 
* first pure, then peaceable;' but it 
should be applied /o the individual 
consciences of men, as showing the 
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be entreated, fnW of mercy and 

1 or, wrwMglhif. 



effect of religion on the-faeart and liie. 
The ftnt thing which it produces is to 
make the man himselfpars and good ; 
then follows the trai»ofl]e«h)gs which 
the apostle enameimtss as flowing from 
that It is trae that a church should 
bo pure in doctrinal beliaf, but that is 
not the troth taught here. It is noi true 
-that the Scripture teaches, here or els^ 
where, that purity af doctrine is to be 
p re fe r red to a peaceful spirit;. or that 
tt alwajs leads to a peace^L spirit; or 
that it is proper for pvofesaed Christians 
aad Christian ministers to sacrifice, as 
b often done, a peaceful spirit,, in an 
attempt to preserve purity of doctrine. 
Most of the persecutions-tn fhd church 
have grown out of t^is maxim. This 
led to the eetaUishment of the Inquisi- 
tion ; this kindled the fires of Smith- 
field; this inspirited I^ud and his friends; 
this has been tjie origin of no small 
part of the sefaisms in the cfauich. A 
pore apirit is the best promoter of 
peaces and will do more than any thing 
else to secure the prevalence of truth. 
T Then peaceable. The efiect of tru» 
religion — the wisdom which Is from 
ai>OTe — will be to dispose a man to 
live in peace with all others^ See 
Notes on Rom. xiv. 19. Heb. sii. 14. 
IT GerUie. If ild, inofiensive, clement 
The word here used {iituwi^ is ren- 
dered modaration in PhiU iv. 5 ; pa- 
tient in 1 Tim. iiL 3; and gtntk in 
Titus Ui. 2. James iU. 17, and 1 Pet 
ii. 18. It does not occur elsewhere in 
the New Testament £very one has 
a dear idea of the virtue of gentkneu — 
gentleness of spirit, of deportment, and 
of manners; and ev^ one can see 
that that fa the appropriate spirit of 
feligioB* Gomp. Notes on 2 Cor. x. 1. 
ft b from tliis word that we have de- 
Jrived the word gentUomn ; and the 
^fect of true religion is to make every 
one, in the proper and best sense of the 
ferm,'a gmtkman* Hx>w caa a man 
7 



good fraiti, witlMut 'partiality, 

and withoni hypocrisy. 



l^ave evidanat that h€ is a true Chris- ' 
tian, who k not such ? Tba highest 
title whicl\ can be given to a man is, 
that he is a CkrUiian gentleman* 
1 And easy^o be entreated. The word 
here used doe»not elsevyhere occur ia 
the New Testament It means easili/ 
persuaded^ eoigpKant* Of course, this 
refers only V> cases where it is right 
and proper to be easily persuaded and 
complying. It cannot refer to thiogs 
which are in themselves wrong. Thf 
sense is, that he who is under the in- 
fluence of the wisdom which is from 
above, is not a atifi*, ster^ obstinate 
jonyielding man. He does net fake a 
positiQu, and then hold it whether right 
or wrong ; he is not a man on whom 
no arguments or persuasionf can have 
any influence. He is not one who 
cannot be affected by any appeals 
which may be made to him en the 
grounds of patiiQtism, justice, or bene- 
vdlence ; btit is one wba is ready to 
yield when truth re<iairep him to do it, 
and who is willing to sacrifice his own 
convenience for the good of others. 
See this illustrated In thocase of the 
apostle Paul, in 1 Cor. ix. 20, 31, 22. 
Comp. Notea oji that passage. Y Full 
ofiMTcy* Meieiidi \ disposed to show 
compassion tn others. This is one of 
the results of the wisdom that is from 
above, for it makes us like. God, the 
'Father of mercies.' See Notes on 
Matt v. 7. \ And good f ruth. The 
fruits of good living.; just, benevolent, 
and kind actions. Notes, Phil.1. 11 ; 
2 Cor. ix. 10, Comp. ch. ii. 14 — 26. 
1 Without partiality. Marg. « or 
wrangling,^ The word here used 
(aJbiaxDvtoi) occurs nowhere else in the 
NewTestament It means properly, 
not to be distinguished. Here, it may 
mean either of the following things : 
(a) not open to distinction or doubt ; 
that is, unambiguous, so that there 
shall be no doubt about ite origin or 
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18 And the fruit 'of righteous- 
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nature ; {h) making no dilMinction, that 
is, in th« treatment of others, or-^tm- 
partial towards them; or (c)^ without 
strife, from ^uucpCvu), to contend. The 
second meaning here suggested seems 
best to accerd with the sense of the 
passage, and according to this the idea 
IB, that the wisdom which is from above, 
or true religion, makes us impartial in 
our treatment of others. ' That is, we 
are not influenced by a. regard to dress, 
rank, or station, but we are disposed 
to do equal justice to all, according to 
their moral worth, and to show kindheS^ 
to aH, according to their wants. See 
ch. U. i — 4. 5 And without hypo* 
erisy. What it professes to be ; sin- 
cere. There is no disguise or mask 
assume^. What the man pretends to 
be, he is. This is everywhere the na- 
ture of true religion. It has nothing 
of its own of which to be ashamed, and 
which needs to be concealed ; its office 
is not to hifie or conceal any thing 
that is wrong. It neither is a mask, 
nor does it need a mask. If such is 
the nature of the < wisdom which' is 
from above,' who is there that should 
be ashamed of it 1 Who is there that 
should not desire t^at its blessed influ- 
ence should spread ' around the world ? 
18. And thejruit of righteousness. 
That which the righteousness here re- 
ferred to produces, or that which is the 
< effect of true, religion. The meaning 
is, that righteousness or true religion 
produces certain results on theHfe like 
the effects of seed sown in good ground. 
Righteousness or true religion as cer- 
tainly produces such effects, as seed 
that is sown produces a harvest. ^ Is 
sown in peace. Is scattered over the 
world in a peaceful manner. That is, 
it is not done amidst contentions, and 
brawls, and strifes. The farmer sows 
his seed in peace. The fields are not 
sown amidst the tumults of a mob, or 
the excitements of a battle or a camp. 
X'^othin^ it more calm, peaceful, quiet 



ness is sown in peace <)f them 
that make peace. ^ 



and composed than the farmer, as he 
walks with measured tread over bis 
fields, scattering his seed. So it is in 
sowing the * seed of the kingdom,' in 
preparing for the great harvest of 
^ghteoosness in the world. It is done 
by men of peace ; it is done- in peaceful 
scenes, and with a peaceful' spirit ; it is 
not in the tbmiilt of war, or amidst the 
hoarse brawling of a mob. In a pore 
and holy life ; in the peaceful scenes 
of the sanctuaty and the Sabbath ; by 
noiseless and unobtrusive labourers, th« 
seed is scattered over the world, and 
the result is seen in an abundant har- 
vest in producing peace . and order. 
H Of them that makepeace. By thdse 
who desire to produce peace, or who 
are of a peaceful temper and dispookton. 
They are engaged everywhere in scat- 
tering these blessed seeds of peace, con- 
tentment, and order ; and the resiilt 
shall be a glorious harvest for them- 
selves -and forraankind-^a harvest rich 
and abnndant On earth and in heaven. 
The whole effect; therefore, of religion 
is to produce peace. It is all peace-^ 
peace in its origin and in its> resiiltB, 
in the heart of the individual, and in 
society ; on earth and in heaven. The 
idea #itK which the apostle commenced 
this chapter seeihs to have been that 
such persons ofily should be admitted 
to the ofiSce of public teachers. From 
that, the mind naturally turned to the 
effect of religioh in general, and he 
states that in the ministry and ojit of 
it; in the heart of the individual and 
on society at large ; here and hereafter, 
the effect of religion ' is - to produce 
peace. Its nature is peacefid as it ex- 
ists in the .heart and as it^ developed 
in the world ; and wherever and how- 
ever it is manifested, it is like seed 
sown, not ainid the storms of war and 
the contentions of battle, but in the 
fields of quiet husbandry, producing in 
rich abundance a harvest of peace. In 
its origin, and in all its results, it is 
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CHAPTER IV. 

PROM whence comt wars and 
* fightings among you? coniB 



protlactiTe only of conlentmant, sin- 
oerity, goodneM, and peace. Happy 
he who has this leligioa 4n hit heart ; 
happy be who with liberal band scatters 
its blesangs broadcast over thA world ! 

CHAPTER IV. 

▲JTALTSIS or THE CHAPTX^ 

Iir the preTions chapter (ys. 13—18) 
B apostle had cootrasted the wisdom 



the I , 

which is from above with that which 
is flora beaeath. The former is peace- 
able, pore, and gentle, leading to ani- 
▼ersal fcindniws and oider; the latter 
earthly, sensual, and deTiliah. The 
points soggested in this chapter grow 
directly out of Am remarks made tbeie, 
and are designed to show the effect of 
the 'wisdom which deeeendetb not 
from above,' as erinoed in the. spirit of 
this world, and thus by contrast to 
show the value of true wisdom, or of 
the spirit of religion. Accordingly the 
apostle iUnstrites the effiaete of the 
wisdom of this world, or the spirit of 
this world, by showing what it pro- 
dooes, or what they do who are under 
its influence. We are not to suppose 
that the persons to whom tbe apostle 
Addressed this epistle were actually 
guiHy of tbe thingB here referred to 
themselves, but such things had an ex- 
istonce in the world* and it gave more 
life and spirit to the discussion to re- 
present them as existing * among them.' 
In illustrating the subject, he refers to 
tbe following things as resulting from 
the spirit that is opposite po the wisdom 
which is from above, viz. : (1.) Wars 
and fightings, which are to be traced 
solely to tjie lusts of mea(vs. 1, 2); 
(2.) The neglect of prayer, showing 
the reason why they did not have the 
things which were neoessary (ver. 2) ; 
(3.) The feet that when they prayed 
they did not obtain what they needed, 
because they prayed with improper 
motives, in order to have the means of 



they not hence, eten of your 
'lusts that war * in your membersl 

^OT.hrawUnft. * or, pUaaure$. AlPe.Sill. 

gratifying their sensual desirss (ver. 8); 
(4.) The desire of tbe friendship of the 
world as one of the fruits of being 
under the influence of the wisdom 
which is not from above (ver. 4); 
(5.) JBfMy, as another of these fruits. 
ver. 6. In view of these things, and 
of the danger to which they were ex- 
posed of acting under their influence^ 
the apoatle proceeds to give them some 
solemn cautions and admonitions. He 
tells them that God resisto all who 
are proud, but gives graoe to all who 
are humble (ver. 6) ; he counsels them 
to submit to God (ver. 7), to resist the 
devil (ver« 7), to draw nigh to God 
(ver. 8), to cleanse their hands and 
their heafte (ver. 8), to be afflicted 
and mourn over their sins, and to be- 
come serious and devout (ver. 9), and to 
humble tbepisehrae before God that he 
might lift them up (ver. 10) ; he oom- 
nnmds them not to speak evil one of 
another, since by so doing they in fact 
set themselves, up to be judges, and in 
the circumstances became judges of the 
Iswaswell as of their brethren, vs. 11, 
12i He then rebukes the con^deht 
spirit which lays its plans for the future 
with no just view of the frailty and 
nncertainty of human life, and shows 
them that all their plans for the future 
should be formed with a distinct recog- 
nition of their dependence on God for 
success, and even for the continuakice 
of life. vs. 13— 16. The chapter closes 
with an affirmation that to him that 
knows how to do good and does it not, 
to him it is sin (ver. 17), implying 
that all he had said in the chapter 
might indeed be obviQUs, and that they 
would be ready to admit that tbcflse 
things were true, and that if they knew 
this, and did not do right, they must 
he regarded as guHty. 

1. From whence come wars and 
fighiing» among you? ^Aa^^hrawl- 
ingt. The reference is to strifes and 
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contentions of a|l kinds ; and th6 qoM- 
lion then, as it is now, was an import- 
ant one, what was their source or 
origin? The answer is. given in the 
succeeding part of the verse. Some 
have supposed* that the apostle refers 
here to the contests and seditions «ztst- 
ing among the Jews, which afterwards 
broke oat in rebelKon against the Boh- 
man aothority, and which led to the 
overthrow of the Jewish nation. But 
ibe more probable reference is to do- 
mestic broils, and to the strifes of sects 
tfnd parties; to the diepntes which 
were carrird on among the -Jewish 
people, and which perhaps led to 
scenes of violence, and to popular oolr 
breaks among ihemselves. When the 
•postie says « among you,' it is not ne- 
cessary to suppose that he refers to 
thbse who wero members of tl^e Cfaria- 
tian church as actually engaged in 
these strifes, thovtgh be was writing to 
such ; but he speaks of them as a j^rt 
of the Jewish people, and refers to the 
contentions which prevailed Moong 
them as a jDeojv/e— contentions in which 
those who were Christian converts 
were in great danger of participating, 
by being drawn into their controversies, 
and partaking of the . spirit of strife 
which existed among their country 
men. It is known that auch a spiHt 
of contention prevailed among the Jews 
at that time in an- eminent degree^ and 
it was well to put those among them, 
who professied to be Christiana on 
their guard against, such a ^irit, by 
stating the causes of aU wars and con- 
tentions. The solutiofl which the 
aportle has given of the causes of the 
strifes prevailing then, will apply snb- 
stantially to all the wars which have 
ever ejtisted on the earth. 1 Come 
they not hence, even ofyottr lusfa ? Is 
not this the true source of all war and 
contention 1 The word rendered luMfy 
is in the margin rendered pieatures. 
This is the usual meaning of the word 
iffiiani)^ but it is eemmonly applied 
to tbie pieasure* of sense, and tftuuice 



denotes desire, appeiiie, b*it It may 
be applied to any desire of sensual 
gratification, and then to the indulgence 
of any corrupt propensity of the mind. 
The lust or. desire of rapine, of plunder, 
of ambition, of fame, of a more ex- 
tended dominion, would be properly 
emt>raced in the meaning of the word. 
The word would equally comprehend 
the spirit which leads to. a brawl in tho 
street, and that which prompted to 
the~ conquests of Alexander, Ciesar; or 
Napoleon. All this, is the same spirit 
evinced on a larger or smaller scale* 
^ TktU war in yotir members. The 
word membef (jU>Ai) denotes>properly 
a limb or member of the body ; but it 
is used in the New Testament to de- 
note the members of the body collec- 
tively ; that is,' the body itself as the 
seat of the desires and passitfns. Rom. 
vi. ]d, 19 ; vii. 5, 23. Col. iiL 6. The 
word tifor here refers to the -conflict 
-between those passions which have 
their. seat in the flesh, and the bet^ 
ter principles 'of • the mind and con- 
science, producing a state of agitation 
and conflict* See Notes on Rom. vii. 
23. Comp. GaL V. 17. Those corrupt 
passions which have Jtheir seat in the 
flesh, the iipostle says are the causes 
of ^ar. Most of the wars which have 
occurred in the- world can be traced to 
what the appstle here calls lust^.-. The 
desire of booty, the love of conquest, 
the ambition for extended rule, the 
gratification of revenge, these and simi- 
lar causes have led to all the wars that 
have desolated the earth. . Justioey 
equity, the fear of Ood, the spirit of 
true religion, never originated any war, 
but the corrupt passions of men have 
made the earth one great battle-field. 
If true religio» existed among all men, 
there wo'uld be' no more war. : War 
always suppooes that wrong lus been 
done on^ one side or the other, and that 
one party or the other, or both, is in- 
disposed to do right. The spirit of 
justice, equity, and irdth, which the 
religion oi Christ would implant in the 
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* 2 Te last, and have not: ye 
'kill^ and desire to have^ and 

^or, envy. 



hntn«n heart, would put en end to wer 
for tver. 

2. Ye histf and kave not Thet is, 
yoQ wish to hive something whieh 
you do not now possess, and to which 
yon hvn no just , claim, aiid this 
prompts to the eilbrt to obtain H by 
force. Tbu desire extension of terri- 
tory, fame, booty, the meatra of loxn- 
rious induigenoe, or of magnificence 
and grandenr, and this leads to contest 
and bloodsheds These are the causes, 
of wars on the large, scale among na- 
tions, and of the contentions and strifes 
of individuals.- The general reason is, 
that others have that which we have 
not, and which we desire to have ; and 
not content with endeavouring to ob- 
tain it, if we can, in a peaceful and 
honest manner, and not willing to con- 
tent oofselvea without its possession, 
we resolve to secure it by force. Soc- 
rates is reported by Plato to have said 
on the day of his death, •* nothing else 
bnt the body and iik desires cause wars, 
seditions, and contests of every kind { 
fat all wars arise through the possession 
of wealth.*' Pbcdo of Plato, by Taylor, 
London, 1798, p. 158. The i^stem of 
wars in general, ihereforej has been a 
system of great robberies, no more 
honest or honourable than the purposes 
of the foot-pad, and more dignified 
only because, it involves greater skill 
end talent. It has been said that * to 
kin one man makes a murderer, to kill 
many makes a hero.' So it may be 
said that to steal a horse, or to rob a 
house makes a man a thief or bnrglar ; 
to fire a dwelling subjects him to the 
punishment of arson ; but to plunder 
kingdoms and provinces, 'and to cause 
eities, towns and hamlets to be wrap- 
ped in flames, makes an illu^rions 
conqueror, and 'gives a title to^hat is 
denned a bright page in histoiry. The 
one enrols the name among fekma, and 
7* 



cannot obtain ? ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not, because ye ask 
not 



the perpetrator to the dungeon 
or the gibbet ; the other, accompanied 
With BO mdre justice, and with the same 
spirit, sencls the name down to future 
times as immortal. Yet in the two the 
all-discerning eye of Ood may see no 
dillerence except in the magnitude of 
the crime, and in the extent of the injury 
which has been inflicted. In his way, 
and according to the measure of his abi- 
lity, the felon who ends his life in a dun* 
geon, or on the gibbet, is as worthy of 
grateful and honoured remembrance as 
tha conqueror triumphing In the spoils 
of desolated empires. %Ye kiU, Marg. 
* or envy.' The marginal reading < envif 
has been introduced from some doubt 
as to the correct reading of the text, 
whether it should be Amevtj* yt kiit, or 
•>»nf e» ye envy. The latter reading 
has been adopted by Erasmus, Schmi- 
dius, Luther, Beza, and some othen^ 
though merely firom conjecture. There 
is no authority from the manuscripts 
for the change. The correct reading 
undoubtedly is, ye kiU, This expree* 
sion is probably to be taken in the 
sense of having a murderoiM dispoai* 
tiont or fistering a brutal and miir- 
damn spirit. It is not. exactly that 
th^ killed or committed murder pre- 
vious to 'desiring to have,* but that 
thejr had such a covetous desire of the 
p o sse ssions of ^others as to produce a 
murderous and bloody temper. The spi- 
rit of murder was at the bottom of the 
whole; or thetewas such a desire of 
the possessions of others as to lead to 
th^. commission of this erime. Of 
what aggressive wars which have ever 
existed is not this true } If Detin 
to have. That is, what is in the pos 
session of others. ^And cannot ob^ 
tain. By any fiitr and honest means ; 
by purchase or oegodation, and this 
leads to hloOdy conquests. All vrars 
might have been avoided if men had 
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been content with what they had, or 
could rightfully obtain, and had not 
desired to have what was in the pos- 
session of others, which they could not 
obtain by honest and honourable means. 
Every war might have been avoided by' 
fair and honourable negociation. IT Ye 
fight and war, yet ye have not, because 
ye ask not. Notwithstanding you en- 
gage in conteptions and strifes, you do 
not obtain what you seek after. If you 
sought that from God which you truly 
need, you would obtain it, for he would 
bestow upon you all that is really ne- 
cessary. But you seek it by conten* 
tion and strife, and you have no secu- 
rity of obtaining it He who seeks to 
gain any thing by war seeks it in an 
unjust manner, and cannot depend on 
the divine help and blessing. The 
true way of obtaining any thing which 
we really need is to seek it from God 
by prayer, and then to make use of 
jdst and fair means of obtaining it, by 
industry and honesty, and by a dae re^ 
gard for the rights of others. Thus 
sought, we shall obtain it if it would 
be for our good ; if it is withheld, it 
will be because it is best for us thi|t it 
should not be. ours. In all. the wars- 
which have been waged on the eartht 
whether for the settlement of disputed 
questions ; for the adjustment of boun- 
daries; for the vindication of violated 
rights ; or for the permanent extension 
of empire ; how rare has it been that the 
object which prompted to the war has 
been secured ! . The course of eve,nts 
has shown that, indisposed as men are to 
do justice, there is much more probability 
of obtaining the object by patient nego- 
ciation than there is by going to war. 

3. Ye ask and receive not. That is, 
some of you ask, or you ask on some 
occasions. Though seeking in general 
what you desire by strife, and without 
regard to the rights of others, yet you 
sometimes pray. It is not uncommon 
for men who go to war to pray, or to 
procure the services of a chaplain to 



pray for them. It sometimes happens 
that the covetous and the quarrelsome; 
that those who live to wrong others, 
apd who are fond of litigation, pray. 
Such, men may be professors of reli* 
gion. They keep up^a form of wor- 
ship in. their families. They pray for 
success in iheir worldly engagements, 
though those engagements are all based 
on ijovetousness* Instead of seeking 
property that they may glorify God 
and do good ; that th^ may relieve the 
poor and distressed ; that they may be 
the patrons of learning, philanthropy, 
and religion, they do it that they may 
live in splendor and be able to pamper 
their lusts. It is not indeed very com- 
mon that persons with such ends and 
aims of life pray, but they sometimes 
do It; for, alas! there are many profetf- 
Bora of religion who have no liigber 
aims than these, and not a few such 
professors feel that' consistency de- 
mands that they should observe some 
form of prayer. If such pev^ns dp 
not receive what they ask for ; if th^ 
are not prospered 4n their plans, they 
should not jet it down as evidence that 
God does not hear prayer,N but as evi- 
dence tibat their prayers are qffered for 
improper objects, or with improper 
motives. IT Because ye ask amiss. Ye 
do it with a view to self-indulgence atid 
carnal gratification. IT Thatyou may 
consume it upon your_ lusts. Mars'. 
pleasures. This is the same word 
which 19 iised in ver. I, and rendered 
lusts. The reference is to sensual 
gratifications, and the word would in- 
clude all that comes under the name 
of sensual pleasure^ or carnal appe- 
tite. It was pot that they might 
have a decent and comfortable living, 
which would not be improper to de- 
sire, but that they might have the 
means of luxurious dress and living; 
perhaps the means of gross seBsual 
gratifications. Prayers offered that 
we may have the means of sen* 
suality and voluptuousness, we have 
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4u8ts. 

4 Ye adulterers and adulteress- 
es, know ^e not that the friend- 



DO reason to sappote God will answer, 
for he haa not promiaed to hear such 
prayers; and U becomes every one who 
prays for worldly prosperity, and tor 
saccess in business, to examine his 
motiTes. with the closest scrutiny. No 
"where h deception more likely to creep 
in than into such prayers; no where 
are we more likely to be mistaken in 
regard to our real motives than when 
we go before Ood and adk for success 
in our worldly employments. 

4. Ye adulterers and aduUereues. 
These words are frequently used to 
klenote those who are faithless towards 
God, and are frequently applied to 
ihose who ibrsake God. for idols. Hos. 
iii.. 1. Isa. Ivii. 3, 7. Ezek. zvL, zxiii. 
It is not necessary to suppose that the 
apostle meant that those to whom he 
wrote were literally guilty of the sins 
here referred to, but he rather refers to 
those who were unfaithful to their co- 
venant with God by neglecting their 
duty to him, and yielding themselves 
to the indulgence of their own lusts 
and passions. The idea is, * You have 
in efiect broken your marriage cove- 
nant with Goa by loving the world 
more than him ; and, by the indulgence 
of your carnal inclinations, you have 
violated those obligations to self-morti- 
fication and self-denial to which you 
were bound by your religious engage- 
ments.' To convince thecti of the evil 
qf this, the apostle shows them what 
was the true nature of that friendship 
of the world, which they sought It 
may be .remarked here, that no terips 
could have been found which would 
bkve shown more decidedly the nature 
of the sin of forgetting the covenant 
vows of religion for the pleasures of the 
Worldj than those which the apostle 



ship 'of the world is enmity with 
God? whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world, is the 
enemy of God. 
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uses here. It is a deeper crime to be 
unfaithful to God than to any created 
being; and it will yet be seen that 
even the violation of the marriage con- 
tract, great as is the sin, is a slight 
offence compared with unfiuthfulness 
toward God. IT Know ye not that the 
friendship of the voorUL Comp. 1 
John ii. 16. The term voorld here ia 
to be understood not of the physical 
world as God made it, for we could 
not well speak of the * friendship* of 
that, but of the eommunU}f, or people^ 
called * the world/ in contradistinction 
from the people of God. Comp. John 
xii. 31. 1 Cor. i. 20; iii. 19. Gal. iv. 
3. Col. iL 8.. The * friendship of the 
world' (^om tw x6ftftou) is the ibi« 
of that world ; of the maxims which 
govern it, the principles which reign 
there, the ends that are sought, the 
amusements and gratifications ' which 
characterize it as distinguished from 
the church of God. It consists in set- 
ting our hearts on those things; in 
conforming to them ; in makings them 
the object of our pursuit with the same 
spirit with which they are sought by 
those who make no pretensions to reli- 
gion. See Notes, Rom. xiL 2. IT /» 
enmity with God. U in fact hostility 
against God, since that world is arrayed 
against him. It neither obeys his laws, 
submits to his claims, nor seeks to 
honour him. To love that world is, 
therefore, to be arrayed against God, 
and the spirit Which would lead us^to 
this^ is in fact a spirit of hostility to 
God. IT Whosoever therefore will be 
a friend of the wor^. « Whoever', he 
may be, whether in the church or out 
of it. The fact of being a member of 
the church makes no difference in this 
respect, for it is aa easy to be a frien4 
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of the world in the chuvch m out of it. 

i/BaplwB purpose, intention, design. It 
sapposes that the heart is set on it; or 
that there) is a deliberate purpose to 
seek the friendship of the world. It 
refers to that strong desire which often 
exists, even among professing Chris- 
tians, to secare the friendslup of the 
^orld ; tojcopy its fashions aiid vani- 
ties ; to enjoy its pleasures ; and to 
share its pastimes and its friendships. 
Wherever there is a manifested pur- 
pose to find our chosen friends and as- 
•ociates there rather than among Chris- 
tians ; wherever there is a greater de- 
sire to enjoy the smiles and approbation . 
of the world than there is to enjoy the 
approbation oS God and the blessings 
of a good conscience; and wherever 
there is more conscious pain because 
we have failed to win the applause of 
the world, or have offended its vota- 
ries, and have sunk ourselves in its es- 
timation, than there is because we have 
neglected our duty to our Saviour, and 
have lost the enjoyment of religion, 
there \fi the clearest proof that the heart 
willa or desires to be the < friend of the 
world,*^ ^ Is the enemy of God, This 
is a most solemn declaration, and one 
of fearful import in its bearing on many 
who are members of the church, tt 
settles the point that any one, no mat- 
ter what his professions, who is cha- 
racteristically a friend of the World, 
cannot be a true Christian. In regard 
to the meaning of this iinportant verse, 
then, it may be remarked :.(!.) That 
there tVa sense in which the love of 
this world, or of the physical universe, 
is not wrong. That kind of love for 
it as the work of God, which perceives 
the evidence of his wisdom and good- 
ness and power in the various objects 
of beauty, usefulness and grandeur 
spread around us, is not evil. The 
world as such— ^tbe physical structure 
of the earth — of the pnoonti^ns, forests, 
flowers, seas, lakes and vales, is full of 
illiifltrations of the divine cbaraeter, 



and it cannot be wroog to contemphiite 
those things with interest, or with warm 
affiaction toward their Creator (2.) 
When^ that world, however, becomes 
our portion ; when we study it only as 
tt~ matter of science, without < looking 
through nature up to Naturals God;' 
when we seek the wealth which it has 
to confer, or endeavour to appropriate 
as our supreme portiop its lands, its 
minerals, its fruits ; whea we are satis- 
fied with what it yields, and when in 
the possession or pursuit of these things 
our thoughts never rise to God ; and 
when we partake of the spirit which 
rules in the hearts of those who avow- 
edly seek this world as their portion, 
though we profess religion, then the 
love of the world becomes evil, and 
comes in direct conflict with the spirit 
of true religion. (Sf.) The statement 
in this verse is, therefore, one of most 
fearful import for many professors of 
religion. There are many in the church 
who, so far as human judgment can 
go, are characteristicaily Itycers of the 
world. This is shown (a) by their 
conformity to it in all in which the 
world is distinguished from the church 
as such ; {h) in their seeking the friend- 
ship of the worfd, or their finding their 
friends there rather than among Chris- 
tians ; (6) in preferring the amusements 
of the world to the scenes where spi- 
ritually-minded Christians find their 
chief happiness ; {d) in pursuing the 
same pleasures that the people of the 
world do, with the same expense, the 
same extravagance, the same luxury ; 
(e) in making their worldly interests 
the great object of living, and every 
thing else subordinate to that. This 
spirit * exists in all . cases where no 
worldly interest is sacrificed for reli- 
gion ; where every thing that religion 
peculiarly requires is sacrificed fer the 
world. If this 1)e so, then there are 
many professing Christians who are 
the < enemies of God.' See Notes on 
Phil. iii. 18. They have never known 
what is true friendship for him, and by 
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their lives they show that they can 
be jrasked ooly among his foes. It 
becomes every proiessing ChrisUan, 
therefore^ to exaraiae himself with the 
deepest earnestness to determine whe- 
tb»r he is characteristieally a friend of 
the. world or of God; whether he is 
living for this life only, or is animated 
by the high and pure principles of tboie 
who are the friends of God. The 
great Searcher of hearts cannot be de- 
ceived, and soon oor appropriate place 
will be assigned as, and oar final Judge 
will determine to which, class of the^ 
two great divisions of the human fs- 
mily we belong — to those who are the 
friends of the world, or to those who 
are the fidends of God. 

5. Do yt.thmk tiai the Seripiure 
$aiih w vatfu - Few passages of the 
New Testament have given ezpositofs 
more perplexity than this.. The diifi- 
eafty has arisen from the &et that no 
such patsage as that which seems here 
to be quoted is found in the-Oid Tes- 
tament; and to meet this difficulty 
expositors have resorted toyarioos con- 
jectures .and solutions. Some have 
supposed that the passage is spurious, 
and that ii ^as at £rst a gloss in the 
margin, placed there by aome tran.> 
aeriher, and w|ui then introduced into 
the texts soQie, that the apostle quotes 
from an apocryphal book ; some, 0iat 
•he quotes tUb general spirit of the Old 
Testament rather than apy particular 
place ; some regard it not as a quota- 
tion, but read the two memb^s pepa- 
rately, supplying what is nsjoessary to 
complete the sense, thus; *Do yoo 
think that the Scripture speaks in vain, 
or without a good' reason, ^hen it con- 
4etnn$ such a worldly temper P No ; 
that .you cannot -.suppose. Do you 
hnagme that the Spiiitof God, which 
dwelleth in us Christians, leads to co** 
▼e^usn^ss, pride, envy 1 No. On the 
contrary, to s«ch as follow his guidance 



dwelleth in us logteth Ho envy?* 
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and direction, he gives more abundant 
grace and fovoar.' This is the solution 
proposed by Benson and adopted by 
Bloonfield. But this sdatiaa is by 
ne means satisfrustoiy. '^wo thinga 
are clear in rsgard to the passage : ( 1.) 
That James meant to. adduce som«* 
thing that was mud somewhere, or 
which could ba regarded aa a ^wdtUiorit 
or aa authority in the case, ior he uses 
the formula by vrtuch such quotataooa 
are made; and'(2.) That he mtant to 
refor, not to an apocryphal book, but 
to iIm inspioKl ai)d nanonical Scrip* 
tores, for h^ uses a term (j^^y^ot^), 
*ihe Scripture,' which is everywhere 
employed to denote the Old Testament, 
and vHiich is nowhere applied to an 
apoc^rphal book. Matt zxi. 48 ; xxii. 
29 ;. xx,wl 64, 66. John ii. 22 ; v. 39 ; 
vii, 98, 42 ; z. 86, et oL The word - 
is need mora than fifty times in tha 
Now Testaipent, and is never applied 
to may books but those which were ts* 
garded' by the Jews as inspired, and 
which constitute now the Old Testa* 
ment, except in -2 Pet iii. 16, where it 
refors to ths writings of Paul. The 
difficulty in the case arises from the 
foct that no such p a ss ag e aa the one 
here quoted is found in so many words 
in Ike Old Testament, noir any of which 
it can fairly be ragarded as a quotation. 
The only solution of the difliculty 
which seema to me to be at all satis- 
factory, is to suppose that the apostle, 
in the remark made 'here in the form 
of a qnotatioo, reforr to the Old Testo- 
meoi, bat that he had not his eye on 
any particular passage^ and did hot 
mean to qnoto the toorc^s literally, bat 
meant to refer to what was the current 
teaching or genend spirit of the Old 
Testement; or that be meant to say 
that this aenUment was found then^ 
and des^ned himself toi embody thn 
sentiment in words, and to put it into 
a-^so«deosed form. Hie eye was o« 



82 



JAMES. 



[A.D.eO. 



envy ft9 at the bottom of many of the I 
contentions ^d strifes existing on earth 
(ch. iii. 16), and of the spirit of the 
world which prevailed everywhere (ch*. 
iv. 4), and he refers to the general 
teaching of the Old Teetam^nt that the 
soul is by nature inclined to envy ; or 
Ihat this has a deep lodgment in the 
heart of man. That troth which was 
uttered everywhere in the Scriptares, 
was not taught * in vain/ The abun- 
dant factk which existed showing its 
development and operation in conten- 
tions, and wars, and a worldly spirit, 
proved that it was deeply imbedded in 
the human soul. This general truth, 
that man is prone to envy, or that there 
is much in our nature which inclines 
us to it, is abundantly taught in the 
Old Testament. Eocl. iv. 4. «Icon 
sidered all travail, ^nd every right worh, 
that for this a man is ietivied of his 
neighbour." Job v. 2. « Wrath killeth, 
' and envy slayeth the silly one.^ Prov. 
xiv. 30. M Envy is the rottenness of the 
bones." Prov. xxvii. 4. «« Who is able 
to stand before envy V For particular 
inetancee of this, and Uie effects, see 
Gren, xxvi. 14; xxx'. 1; xxxviL IL. 
Ps. cvi. 16; Ixxiii. 3.. These passages 
prove that there is a strong propensity 
in jfioman nature io envy, and it was 
in accordance with the design of the 
apostle to show this. The effects of 
envy ' to which he himself referred 
evinced ^he same thing, ftnd demon* 
strated that the utterance given to this 
sentiihent in the Old Testament was 
not < in vain,' or was not false, for the 
records in the Old Testament on the 
subject found a strong confirmation in 
the wars and strifes and worldliness of 
which be was speaking. IT SaUh in 
vain. «Says falsely;' that is, the tes- 
timony thus borne is true. The apostle 
means ^at what was said in the Old 
Testament on the subject found abun- 
dant confirmation m the facts which 
were continually occurring, and espe- 
daUy in those to which he was advert- 
ing. % The spirit that dwMthmuif. 



Many have supposed that the wcwd 
spirit here refers to the Holy Spirit, or 
the Christian spirit; bgt in adopting 
this interpretation they are obliged to 
render the passage < the spirit that dwells 
in us lusteth against envy,* or tends 
to check and sdppress it But thi& in- 
terpTetation is forced • and unnatural, 
and one which tbe Greek will not well 
bearj The more obvious interpretation 
is to refer it to our spirit or disposition 
as we are by nature, and it is equiva- 
lent to. saying that we are naturally 
prone to envy, IT Ijusteth to envy, 
Strongly tends to envy. The margin 
is * enviously^ but the sense is the 
same. The idea is, that there is in 
man ia strong inclination to look with 
dissatisfaction on the superior happi- 
ness and prosperity of others ; to desire 
to make what they possestf our own ; 
or at any rate to deprive them of it by 
detraction, , by fraud, or* by robbery. 
It is this feeling which leads to ca- 
lumny, tp. contentions, to wars, and 
to that strong worldly ambition which 
makes us' anxious to surpass all others, 
and which is so hostile to the humble 
and contented spirit of religion. He 
who could triAce all wars and conten- 
tions imd worldly plans to their source 
— all the schemes and purposes of even 
professed Christians^ (hat do so much 
to mar their religioif and to make them 
worldly-minded, to their real origin-*- 
would be surprised to find how much 
is to be attributed to envy. We are 
pained that others are. moA prosperons • 
than we are ; We desire to possess what 
others have, though we have nO right 
to it, and this leads to the ^various 
guilty methods which are pursued to 
lessen their enjoyment of it, or to ob- 
tain it ourselves, or -to show that they 
do not possess as much- as they are 
commonly supposed, to. This purpose 
will be accomplished if we can ob- 
tain more than they have ; or if we 
can diminish what they actually pos- 
sess ; or if .by any statements to which 
we can.give. carreney in society the 
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6 But he giveth more grace: 
Wherefore he saith, *God resist* 
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general impresapn shall be that they 
do not poeaeM ^ mach wealthy domes- 
tic peace, happiness, or honour, ss is 
commonly sapposed — for thus the spi- 
rit of envy in our bosoms will be gra- 
tified. 

6. But he givdh more grace. The 
reffBrence here is undoubtedly to God. 
Some have regarded this clause as a 
contiBuatfon of the quotation in the 
previous verse, but it is rather to be 
considei«d a^ a declaration of the 
apostle himself The writer had just 
spoken of envy, and of the crimes 
which grew out of it He thought of 
the wars and conmiotions of the earth, 
and of the various lusts which reigned 
among men. In the contemplation of 
these things, it seems suddenly to have 
occurred to him that all were not under 
the influence of these things; that 
there were cases where men were re- 
strained, and where a spirit opposite to 
these things prevailed. Another paa> 
sage of Scripture struck his mind, con- 
taining the truth that there was a class 
of men to whom God gave grace to 
restrain these passions, and tto subdue 
thdse carnal propensities. They were 
the humble, in contradistinction to the 
proud ; and he states the fact that * God 
giveth more grace ;' that is, that in 
some instances he, confers more grace 
than in the cases referred to ; to some 
he gives more grace to overcome their 
evil passions, and to subdue their cor- 
rupt inclinations, than he does to others. 
The meaning may be thutf expressed : 
<It is true that the natural spirit in 
man is one that tends to envy, and 
thus leads to all the sad consequences 
of envy. But- ^ere are instances in 
wluch higher grace or favour is con- 
ferred ; in which these feelings are sub- 
dued, and these consequences are pre- 
vented. They are not indeed to be 
found among the proud, whom God 



eth the proud, but giveth grace 
unto the humble. 



always resists; but they are to be 
found among the meek and the humble. 
Wherefore submit yourselves to his 
arrangements; resist the devil; drew 
nigh to God; purify yourselves, and 
weep over your past ofiences, and you 
shall find that the Lord will lift you 
4]p, and bestow his favour upon you** 
ver. 10. H Wherefore he muM. The 
reference here is to Prov. iii. 34 : ** Surely 
he scorneth the scomers ; but he giveth 
grace unto the lowly." The quotation 
is made exactly from the Sepluagint, 
which, though not entirely literal, ex- 
presses the sense of the Hebrew with- 
out essential inaccuracy. This passage 
is also quoted in 1 Pet v. 5. IT God re- 
tisteth the proud. The proud are 
(hose who have an inordinate self* 
esteem « who have a high and unrea- 
sonable conceit of their own excellenoe 
or importance. This may extend to 
any thing; to beauty, or strength, or 
attainments, or family, or country, or 
equipage, or rank, or even religion. A 
man may be proud of any thing that 
belongs to him, or which can in any 
way be construed as a part of himself, 
or as pertaining to him. This does 
not, of course, apply to a correct esti- 
mate of ourselves, or to the mere know- 
, ledge that we may excel others. One 
may know that he has more strength, 
or higher attainments in learning or in 
the mechanic arts, or greater wealth 
than others, and yet have properly no 
pride in the case. He has only a 
correct estimate of himself, and he at- 
taches no undue importance to himself 
on account of it His heart is not 
lifted up; he claims no pndue deforw 
enoe -to himself; he concedes to ail 
others what is their due; and he is 
humble l>efore God, fseling that all that 
he has, and is, is nothing in his sight. 
He is willing to occupy his appropriate 
place in the sight of God and men, and 
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to God. Resist ''the devil, and 
he will flee from you. 



to be esteemed just as he is. Pride 
goes beyond this, andgived to a man a 
degree of self-estimation which is not 
warranted by any thing that he pos- 
sesses. God looks at things as they 
are ; and hence he abhors and humbles 
this arrogant claim. Lev. xxvi. 19. Job 
xxxiii. 17. Ps. lix. 12. Prov. vHi. 13 ; 
zvi. 18 ; xxix« 13. Isa. xxiii. 9 ; xxviii. 
1. Dftn. iv. 37. Zech. x. 1 1. This re» 
Mstance of pride he shows not only in 
the explicit declarations of his word, 
but in the arrangements of his provi- 
dence and grace. ( 1 .) In his providence, 
in the reverses and disappointments 
which occur ; in . the necessity of 
abandoning the splendid mansion which 
we had built, or in disappointing us in 
iome &voarite plan by which our pride 
was to be nurtured and gratified. (2.) 
In sickness, -taking away the beauty 
and atrength on which we had so much 
valued ourselves, and bringing us to 
the sad condition of a sick-bed. (3.) 
In the grave, bringing us down to cor- 
ruption and worms. Why should one 
be proud who ^will sopn becomei so 
jtffepsive* to his best friends that they 
will gladly hide him in the gravel (4.) 
In the pla^ of salvation he opposes 
our i^ride. ^ot a feature of that plan 
is fitted to foster pride, but all is.adapted 
tD make us bumble, (a) The neces- 
»ity for the plan — ttiat we are 'guilty 
and helpless sinners ; (5) the selection 
©f a Saviour — one who was so poor, and 
who was so much despised by the 
world, and who was put to death on a 
cross ; (c) our entire dependence on 
him for salvation, with the assurance 
that we have no merit of our own, and 
that. salvation is all of grace; (d) the 
fact that we are brought to embrace it 
only by the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
and that if we were left to ' ourselves 
we diould never have one right thought 
or holy desire — all this is fitted to 
humble us, and to bring us low before 



God. God has done nothing to foster 
the self-estimation of the human heart ; 
but how much has he done to < stain 
the pride of all glory !* See Notes on 
Isa. X xiii. 9. IT But giveth grace ufito 
ihe humble. The meaning is, that he 
shows them favour ; he bestows upon 
them the grace needful to secure their 
salvation. This he does (t.) because 
they feel their need of his favour ; (2.") 
because they will welcome his teaching 
and value his friendship ; (3.) because 
all the arrangements of his grace are 
adapted only to such a state of mind. 
You cannot teach one who is so wise 
that he already supposes he knows 
enough ; you cannot bestow grace on 
one who has no sense of the need of 
it. The arrangements of salvation are 
adapted only to an humble heart 

7. Submit yourselves therefore to 
God. That is, in his arrangements for 
obtahiing his favour. Yield to what 
he has judged necessary for your wel- 
fare in the life that is, and your salva- 
tion in the life to come. The dnty 
here enjoined is that of entire acqui- 
escence in the airangements of God, 
whether in his providence or grace. 
All these are for our good, and submis- 
sion to them is required by the spijit 
of true humility. The object of the 
command here, and in the succeeding 
injunctions to particular duties, is to 
show them how they might obtain the 
grace which God is willing to bestow, 
and how they might overcome the evils 
against which the apostle had been en- 
deavouring to guard ihein. The true 
method of doing this is by submitting 
ourselves in all things to God. t -R^- 
sist the devil, and he vjill flee from you* 
While you yield to God in all things, 
you are to yield to the devil in iiene. 
You are to resist and oppose him in 
whatever way he may approach you, 
whether by allurements, by flattering 
promises, by the fascinations of the 
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8 Draw 'nigh to God, and he 
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world, by. temptation, or by threats. 
See 1 Pet. v. 9. Satan makes his way, 
and secures his triumphs, rather by art, 
cunning, deception, and threatenings, 
than by true courage ; and when op- 
posed manfully he flies. The true way 
of meeting him is by direct resistance, 
rather than by argupaent; by stead- 
fastly refusing to yiel^ in the slightest 
degree, rather than by a belief that we 
can either T^onvince him that he is 
wrong, or can return to virtue when 
we have gone a certain length in com- 
plying with his demands. No one is 
safe who yields in the least to the sug- 
gestions of the tempter; there is no 
one who is not safe if he does not 
yield. A man, for example, is always 
safe from intemperance if he resists all 
allurements to indulgence in strong 
drink, and never yields in the slightest 
degree ; no one is certainly safe if he 
' drinks even moderately. 

8. Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw nigh to yoUt Comp. 2 Chron. 
XV. 2. This declaration conttuoa a 
great and Important principle in reli- 
gion. ' If we wish the favour of God, 
we must come to him ; nor tan we 
hope for his mercy unless we approach 
him and ask him for it We cannot 
come literally any nearer to God . than 
we always are, for he is always round 
about us, but we may come nearer in 
a spiritual sense. We may address 
him directly .in prayer; we may ap- 
proach him by meditation on his char- 
acter^ we may draw near to him in 
the ordinances of religion* We can 
never hope for his favour while we 
prefer to remain at a distance from 
him ; noiie who iq fact draw near to 
him will find him unwilling id bestow 
on them the blessings which they need. 
^ Cleanse- your hands, ye sinners. 
There may possibly be an allusion here 
to Isa. i. 15, 16. <* Your hands are full 
of blood ; wash you, make you clean ; 
8 
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pat away thtf' «vil of your doings from 
before mine eyes; cease to do evil." 
The heart is the seat of motives and 
inie'ntions^that by which we devise 
any thing ; the ha7id8 the instruments 
by which we execute our purposes. The 
hands here are represented as defiled 
by blood, or by acts of iniquity. To 
wash or cleanse the hands was, there- 
fore, emblematic of putting away trans- 
gression. Matt, xxvii. 24. Comp.Deut 
xxi. 6. Ps. xxvi. 6. The heathen and 
the Jews were accustomed ta wash 
their hands bMbre they engaged in 
public worship. The particular idea 
here is, that in order to obtain the 
favour of God, it is necessary to put 
away our sins; to approach him with 
a purpose and desire to be pure 
and holy. The mer^ washing of 
the hands, in itself, could not re^m- 
mend us to his ftvour; but that of 
which the washing of the hands would 
be an emblem, woikTd be acceptable in 
his sight It may be inferred from 
what IS said here that no one can hope 
fbr the favour of God who does jlSbi. 
abandon his transgressions. Tito cfe- 
sign of the apostle is, evidently, to 
state one of the conditio^ on which • 
we can make an acceptable appioach 
to God. It is indispeii^able that .^ 
come with a ptnpose and desire to 
wash ourselves from all iniquity, to pfit 
away from us aH our transgressions. 
So David said^ "1 will wash my handa 
in innocency ; so will I compass thine 
altar, O Lord." Ps. xxvi. 6.' ^And 
purify your hearts. That is, do not 
rest satisfied with a mere external refor- 
mation; with putting away your out- 
ward transgressions. There must bo 
a deeper work than that; a work which 
shall reach to th^ heart, and which 
shall purify the affections. This a^ees 
with all the requisitions of the Bible, 
and is m accordance with what must 
be the nature of religion. If the heart 
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your hands, y« sinners : and puri- 
fy your hearts, ye double-minded. 
9 Be afflicted, an() moiiVn, and 
weep : let your laughter be turned 



is wrong) nothing can be right. If, 
while we seek an external reformation, 
we still give indulgence to the secret 
corruptions of the heart, it is clear 
that we can have no true religion. 
IT Ye double-minded. See Notes on 
ch. i. 8. The apostle here seems to 
have had his eye on those who were 
v^alcillating in their purposes; whose 
hearts were not decidedly fixed, but 
who were halting between ^ood and 
evil. The heart was not right in such 
persons. It was not settled and deter-, 
mined in favour of religion, but vibrated 
between that and the. world. The pro- 
per business of such persons, therefore, 
was to cleanse the heart from disturb- 
ing influences, that it might settle down 
in unwavering attachment to that which 
is good. 

9. Be afflicted, and mourn, and 
weep. That is, evidently, on account 
of your. sins. The sins to which the 
apostle refers ar^ those wl^ich he had 
speci^ed in the previous part of the 
chapter, and which he had. spoken of 
as 80 evil in their nature, and so dan- 
gerous in their tendency. The word 
rendered * be afflicted,' means properly 
to endure toil or hardship ; then to en- 
dlure affliction or distress, and here 
means that they were to afflict them- 
selves ;^ that is, they were to feel dis- 
tressed and sad on account of their 
transgressions. Comp. Ezra viii, 21. 
The other words in this clause are 
those which are expressive of deep 
grief or sorrow. The language here 
used shows that the. apostle supposed 
that it was possible that those who had 
done wrong should voluntarily feel 
sorrow for it, and that, therefore, it was 
proper to call upon them to do it 
1 Let your laughter be turned to 
mourning. It would seem that the 



to mourning, and your joy to 
heaviness. 

10 Humble ** yourselves in the 
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persons referred to, instead of suitable 
sorrow and humiliation on account of 
sin, gave themselves to joyousness, 
mirth, ^nd revelry. See a similar in- 
stance Jn Isa. xxii. 12, 13. It is often 
the case, that those fbr whom the deep 
sorrows o^ repentance would be pecu- 
liarly appropriate, give themselves to 
mirth and vanity. The apostle here 
says that such mirth did not become 
them. Sorrow, deep and unfeigned, 
was appropriate on account of their 
sins, and the sound of laughter and of 
revelry should be changed "to notes of 
lamentation. To bow many ^ of the 
assemblies Qf the vain, the gay, and the 
dissipated, might the exhortation in 
this passage with propriety be. now ad- 
dressed ! \ Your joy to heaviness* 
The word here rendered heaviness oc- 
curs nowhere else in the ,New Testa- 
ment It means dg'ection, sorrow. It 
is not gloom, melancholy, or morose- 
ness, but it is sorrow on account of sin. 
God has so made us that we sfaourd 
fe^l sorrow when we ar^ conscious that 
we have done wrong, and it is appro- 
priate thai we should do so. 

10. Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, Comp. Matt xxiii. 12. 
See Notes on ver. 6. That is, Be 
willing to take your appropriate place 
in the dust on account of your trans- 
gressions. This is to be' « in the sight 
of the Lord,' or before him. Our sins 
have l^een committed against him, and 
their principal aggravation, whoever 
may have been wronged by them, and 
great as is their criminality in other 
respects, arises from that consideration. 
Ps. li. 4. <« Against thee, thee only, 
I)ave I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
sight." Luke xv. 18. «I wilt arise 
and. go to my father, and will say to 
him, Father, J have sinned against 
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sight of the Lord, and he shall 
lift you up. 

11 Speak "pot evil one of an- 

lPe.S.1. 
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heaoeny and before thee." As the 
Being against whonr we baye sinoed 
is the only. one who can pardon, it is 
proper that we shoojd humble Qurselvea 
before him with penitent confession. 
IT And he shall lift you up. He will 
exalt yo9 from the condition of a bro- 
ken-bear^ penitent to that of a for- 
C^ven child ; will wipe away your tears, 
xemove the sadness of your »heart, fill 
you with joy, and clothe you with the 
garments of salvation. This declara- 
tion is in accordance with all the pro- 
mises in the Bible, and with all the 
&cts which occor on the earth, that 
God is willing to show mercy to the 
humble and contrite, and to receive 
those who are truly penitent into his 
favour. Comp. Luke xv. 22. 

11. Spepk rud evil one of anoHer, 
brethren. It is not known tp whom 
the apostle here particularly refers, nor 
is it necessary to know. It is probable 
that among those whom he addressed 
there were some who w«re less circum- 
spect in regard to speaking of others 
than they should be, and perhaps this 
evil prevailed. There are few commu- 
nities where such an injunction would 
not be proper at any tima, and few 
churches where some might not be 
found to whom the ei^hortation would 
be appropriate. Comp. Notes on Eph. 
iv. 31. 1 Pet iL 1. The evil h?re re- 
ferred to is that of talking against 
others; — against their actions, their mo- 
tives, thpir manner of living,' their fa- 
milies, &c. Few things are more 
common in the world ; nothing is more 
decidedly against the true spirit of re- 
ligion. IT Ht that speaketh evil of his 
brother. Referring here probably to a 
Christian brother, dr to a fellow Chris^ 
tian. The word may however be used 
in a larger sense to deaofce any 



other, brethren. He that speak- 
eth evil of A»5 brother, and judg- 
eth his brothier, speaketh evil of 
the law, and ji^dgeth the law: 



a brother of the human race. Religion 
forbids both, and would restrain up 
ffQm all evil speaking against any hu- 
man being. ^ Andjudgeih his brother. 
His motives, or his conduct. See Notes 
on Matt, vii. 1. ^ Speaketh evil of 
the law, andjudgeih the law. Instead 
of. manifesting the feelings of a brother, 
he sets himself up as a judge, and not 
only a judge of his brother^ but a judge 
of the law. The law here referred to 
is probably the law of Christ, or the 
rule which ali. Christians profess to 
obey. It is that which James elsewhere 
caUs the « law of liberty' (Notes, ch. i. 
25) ; the law which released men from 
the servitude of the Jewish rites, and 
gave them liberty to worship God with- 
out the restraint and bondage (Acts 
XV. 10. Gal. iv. 21—31) implied in 
that 4incient system of worship ; and 
the law by which it wab contemplated 
that they should be free from sin. It 
is not absolutely certain to what the 
apostle refers here, but it would seem 
probable tbkt it is to some course of 
conduct which one portion of the church 
felt they were at liberty to follow, but 
which another portion regarded as 
wrong, and for which they censured 
them. The explanation which will 
beat suit the expressions here used, is 
that which supposes that it refers to 
some difference of opinion which exists 
ed among Christians, especially among 
those of Jewish origin, about the bind- 
ing nature of the Jewish laws, in regard 
to circumcision, to holy days, to cere- 
monial observances, to the distinctions 
of meats, dec A part regarded th^ law 
on these subjects as still binding, an- 
other portion supposed that the obliga- 
tion in regard to these matters had 
ceased by the introduction of the gos. 
pel. Those who regarded tke obligap 
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but if thou judge the law, thou 
art not a doer of the law, but a 
judge. 



tion of the Mosaic* law as still binding, 
woald of eourse judgt their brethren,' 
and regard them as guilty of a disre- 
gard of the fow of God by their con- 
duct. We know that differences of 
opinion on these points gave rise to 
contentions, and to the formation of 
parties in the church, and that it re- 
quired all the 'v^isdom of Paul and of 
the other apostles to hush the contend- 
ing elements to peace. Comp. Notes 
on Col.- n» 16^18. To some such 
sejii^fLji^ contention the apostle doub^ 
less tef^li^re ;' and the meaning prb- 
IMi^is^^ they whi> bl^ld the opinion 
that ,alf ^th^-'^lwdsh ceremonial laws 
were still binding on Christians, and 
who judged and condemned their bre- 
thren who 'did not, by such a course 
judged and condeilined * the law of 
liberty' under which they acted ; the 
law of Christianity that had abolished 
the ceremonial observances, and re- 
leased men from their obligation.' The 
judgment which they passed, there- 
fore, was not only on their brethren, 
but was on that- law of Christianity 
which had given greater liberty of con- 
science, and which was intended to 
abolish the obligation of the Jewish 
ritual. The same thing now occurs 
when we judge others for a course 
which their consciences approve, be- 
cause they do not deem it necessary to 
comply with all the rules which we 
think to bel^inding. Net a few of th^ 
harsh judgments which one class of 
religionist^ pronounce on othen are in 
fact judgments on the laws of Christ. 
We set up our own standards, or our 
own intorpretationa, and then we judge 
others for not complying with them, 
when in fact they m^ be acting only 
as the law of Christianity properly uh> 
derstood would allow theAi to do. They 
who set up the claim to a right to judge 
the conduct ef others, should be eero 



12 There is one Lawgiver, 
who "ijs able to save and to de- 

« Mat. 10.28. 



tain - that they understand the. nature 
of -religion themselves. It may be/7re« 
ntmed, unless there is evidence to the 
contrary, that others artf as conscien- 
tious as we are ; and it may commonly 
be supposed that they who AifEer from 
us have somd reason for what. they do, 
and may be desiroiia of glorifyingftheir 
Lord and Master, and that (hey may 
possibly be right. It is commonly 
not safe to judge hastily of a man who 
has turned his attention to a particular 
subject, or to suppose that he has no 
reasons to allege for his ophAions or 
conduct IF But if thou judge the 
law, thou art not a doer of the law, 
but a judge. It is implied here that it 
is the simple duty of every :Christfan 
to obey the law. He is not to assume 
the office of a judge about its propriety 
or fitness, but be is Jo do what be sup- 
poses the law to require of him, and is 
to allow others to do the same. Our 
business in religion is not to make 
laws, or to declare what they should 
have been, or to amend those that are 
made ; it is siihply to obey those ^ich 
ilre appointed, and to allow others to 
do the same, as they understand them. 
It would be well for all individual 
Christians, and Christian denomina- 
tions, to learn this, and to imbibe the 
spirit of charity to which it would 
prompt. 

^ 48. T%ere is one Lawgiver. Th^re 
is but one who has a right to give law. 
The jeference here is unddubtedly to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Legis- 
lator of the church. 7%if too is a 
most, important and vital principle, 
though one that has been most imper- 
fectly understood Jind acted on. The 
tendency everywhere has been to enact 
other laws than those appointed by 
Christ — the laws of synods and coun- 
cils—and to claim that Christians are 
bound to observe them, and should be 
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stroy: who art thou that judgest 
another 1 



punished if thoy do not But it is a 
fundamental principle in Christiaditj 
that no laws are bindfngf on the con- 
science^ but thdae which Christ has or- 
dained; and that all attempts to make 
other laws pertaining to reiig;ion bind- 
ing on the conscience is a usurpation 
of his prerogatives. The church is 
safe while it adheres to tht^as a set- 
tled principle ; it is not safe when it 
submits to any legislation in religious 
matte'rs as binding the conscience. 
IT Who is able to save and destroy. 
Comp. Matt x. 28. ~ The idea here 
would seem to be, that he is, able to 
save those' whom you condemn, and to 
destroy you Vho pronounce a judcfment 
on them. Or^ in general, it may 
mean that he is entrusted with aH 
power, and is abundantly able to admi- 
nister his government; to restrain 
where it is necessary to restrain; to 
save where it is proper to save; tp 
punish where it is just to punish*. The 
whole matter pertaining to judgment, 
therefore, may be safely, left in his 
hands ; and, a« he is abundantly quali- 
fied for it, we should liot tisurp his 
prerogatives. IT Who art thou thai 
judgest another f * Who art thou, a 
-weak and frail and erring mortal, thy- 
self accountable to that Judge, that thoa 
shouldst interfere, and pronounce judg- 
ment on another, especially when iie 
is doing only what that Judge permits 
him to doV See this sentiment ex- 
plained at length in the Notes on Rom. 
xiv. '4. Comp. Notes, Rom. ii. 1, and 
Matt vii. i; There is nothing more 
decidedly conde'mned in the Scriptures 
than the habit of pronouncing a judg- 
ment on the motives 'and conduct of 
others. There is nothing in virhich we 
are more liable to err, (ft to indulge in 
wrong feelings; and there- is nothing 
which God claims more for himself as 
his peculiar prerogative. 

13. Go to now. The apostle here 
8* 



13 Oo to now, ye that say. 
To-day or to-morrow we will go 



introduces a new subject, and refers to 
another fault which was doubtless pre- 
▼alent among them, as it is every when, 
that of a pr«sQraptQoat confidence re> 
specting the futsro, or of forming plana 
stretching into. the faiura without any 
proper sense of the unoertainty of life, 
and of our absolute depelidence on 
God. The phrase « go to now' ('Ayt 
vw)t is a phraee deaigned to arrest at* 
tention, as if there ware jKimething that 
demanded ^thsir notiee^ and especially* 
am in this case, with the implied thought 
that that to whkh the attention is called 
is WTODg. Sea ch. ▼. 1. Comp^ Gen. 
xi. 7. Isa. i. 18. HXe thai say. Yoa 
that form your pi*ns in this manner, 
or that speak thus eoofideoUy of what 
you will do in the future. The word 
say here probably refors to what -was 
in their thoughts, rathe^ than to what 
was openly expressed. IT Tihday or 
to-morrow we wiU go into such a eily. 
That is, they say this without any pro- 
per seiiie of the uncertainty of life, and 
of their absolute dependence on God. 
IT And continue there a year* Fixing 
a definite time ; designating the exact 
period during which they would remain, 
and when they would leave, without 
any reference to the will of God. The 
apostle undoubtedly means to refer here 
to this, as a mere specimen of what he 
would reprove. It cannot be sappoaed 
that he refers to this single oaile alone 
as wrong. A\[ pUms are wrong that 
are formed in the same spirit ** The 
practice to which the apestle here al- 
ludes," says the editor of the Pictorial 
Bible, « is very eomnion in the East to 
this day, among n vory.respedable and 
intelligent clasg of merchants. They 
convey the products of one place to 
some distant 'city>, where they remain 
until they have disposed of their own 
goods and have purchased others sni^ 
able for another distant market ; and 
thus the operation is repeated, until, 
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into sach a city, and continue 
there a year, and buy and sell, 
and get g^in : 



after a< number of years, the trader is 
enabled to Tetum prosperously to his 
home. Or, again, a shopkeeper or a 
merchant takes duly the first step in 
this process — conveying to a distant 
town, where the best purchases of his 
own line .are to be made, such goods 
as are likely to .realise a profit, and re- 
turning, without any farther step, with 
a stock fbr his own concern. These 
operations are selflom very rapid, as 
the adventurer Kkes to wait opportuni- 
ties for making advantageous bargains { 
and sometimes opens a shop in the 
place to which he comes, to sell by Ire- 
tail the goods which he has bought.'' 
l^he practice is common in India.^ See 
Roberts' Oriental Illustcatioos. 1 And 
buy ^and aellt and get gain. It is not 
improbable tfiiat theite is an allusion 
here to the commercial habits of the 
Jews at the time when the apostle 
wnSte. ^any of them were engaged 
in foreign traffic, and fbr this purpose 
made long journeys to distant trading 
cities, as Alexandria, Antioch, Ephe- 
sus, C6rinth, &c. Blootnfield. 

14. Whereas f yt know not what 
shall be on the morrofo. They formed 
their plans as if they knew ; the apostle 
says it could not be kuown. They 
bad no means of ascertaining what 
would occur ; whether they would live 
or 'die; whether they would be pros- 
pered or would be overwhelmed with 
adversity. Of the truth of the remark 
made by the apostle het^ no one can 
doubt ; but it is amazing how men act 
as if it were false. We have no power 
of penetrating the future so as to be 
able to determine what will occpr in a 
single day or a single hour, and y«t 
we are almost habitually forming oar 
plans as if we saw with certainty all 
that is to happen. The classic writ^ 
logs abonnd with beautiful ezpraesioni 



14 Wher«as, ye know not 
what shall be on the morrow: 
For what is your life? It 4s 



respecting the u^ncertainty of the future, 
and tl^ folly of forming our plans as 
if it were known to us. Many of 
those passages, some of them almost 
precisely in the words of James, may 
be seen in Grotius and iPricieus, in toe* 
Such passages occur in Anapreon, Eu«i 
ripides, Menander, Seneca, Horace, and i 
dthers, suggesting an obvious but Douch- I 
neglected thought, that the future is ta 
us all unknown. Man cannot pene« 
trate it, and his plans of life should be 
formed in view of the possibility that 
his life may be cut oflT and all. his plans 
fail, and consequently in constant pre- 
paration for a higher world. 1 For 
what is yourJifeP All your plans 
must depend of course on the continu- 
ance ^f your life; but what a frail and 
uncertain thing is that ! How transi- 
tory and evanescent as a basis oft which 
to build any plans for the future ! Who 
can calculate on the peripanence of a 
vapour 1 ^Who c^n build any solid 
hopes' on a misti . ^ His even a vo- 
pour. Marg. For it is. The margin 
is the more correct rendering. 'The 
previous question had turned the atten- 
tion to life as sometjifing peculiarly 
frail, and as of such a nature thai no 
calculation could be based on its per- 
manence. This expression givies a 
reason for that, tocwit, that it is a mere 
vapour. The word .vapour (a^fUs), 
means a mist, an exhalation^ a smoke; 
such a vapour as we see ascending^m 
a stream, or as lies on the mountain 
side in the morning, or as floats for a 
little time in the air, but which is dis- 
sipated by the rising sun, leaving not 
a trace behind. The comparison of 
life with a vapour is common, and is 
as beautiful as it ia just. Job says, 

O remember that my life is wind; 
Mine eye shall no more se6 good. 
Job vii. 7. 
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even a vapoar, "that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanish- 
eth away. 

15 For that ye ought to say, 
If the Lord tvill, we shall live, 
apd do this, or that. 

aJ6b7.7. 



80 the Patlmivt, 

For be xemembeTed that tbey were but flesh, 
A winiid that paaaeth aw^ and that cometh 
not again. 

Ps. Ixviii. 39. 

Comp. 1 Chron. xxiz. 16. Job xiv. 10, 
11. Y And then vanUheth away. 
Wholly di^ppean. Like the diaei- 
pated vapour it is entirelj gooe. There 
is BO remnant, no oatline, nothing 
that leminiis as that it ever was. So 
of life. Soon it disappears altogether. 
The works erf irt that man has made» 
the house that he has built, or the book 
that he has written, remain for a little 
time, but the Hfi has gone. There is 
nothing of it remaining — anj more 
than there is of the vapour which in 
the morning climbed silently up the 
mountain side. The- animating prin- 
ciple has vanished for ever. On such 
a frail and evanescent thing who can 
build any substanUal hopes 1 

15. For that ye ought to say. In- 
stead of what you do say, * we will go 
into such a city,' you ought rather to 
recognise your absolute dependence on 
God, and feel that life and suopess are 
subject to his will. The. meaning is 
not that we ought always to be toying 
that in so many words, for tfab might 
become a mere ostentatious fornix of- 
fensive by constant unmeaning repeti- 
tion ; but we are, in the proper way, to 
recognise our dependence on him, and 
to form all our plans with reference to 
his will. mfiheLordunlljAx. This 
is proper, becaosiD we are wholly de- 
pendent oh him for life, and. as depend- 
ent on him for success. He alone can 
keep us, and he only can make our 
plans prosperous. . In a thousand ways 



16 But now ye rejoice in yonr 
boastings: all such rejoicing is 
evil. 

17 Therefore * to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth 
t^ not, to him it is sin. 

ALU. IS. 47. 



he can thwart our best laid schemes, 
fair all things are under his control. 
We need not travel fer in life to see 
how completely all that we have is in 
the hande of Ood, or to learn how 
easily he can frustrate us if he pleases. 
There is nothing on which the suoceas 
of our plans depends over which we 
have kbsolule oontrol ; there is nothing, 
therefore, on which we cah base the 
assurance of success but hb favour. 

16. But now ye r^oiee in you$ 
boastingM, That is, probably, in your 
boastings of what you can do; yout 
reliance on yonr own skill and saga- 
city. You form your plans for the fu- 
ture as if with consummate wisdom, 
and are confident of success. Ton do 
not anticipate a feilure; you do not 
see how plans ao skilfully formed can 
fail Ton form them as if you were 
certain that you would live ; as if se. 
cure from the numberless casualties 
which may defeat your schemes. IT All 
such refoieing is evil. ' It is founded 
on a wrong view of yourselves and of 
what may occur. It shows a spirit 
forgetful of our dependence on God ; 
forgetful of the uncertainty of life ; for* 
getfiil of the many ways by which the 
best laid plans m^ be defeated. We 
should never boast of any wisdom or 
skill in regard to the future. A day, 
an hour may defeat our best concerted 
plans, and show us that we have not 
the slightest power to control coming 
events. 

17» Thertfort to him that knoweth 
to do goody and doeth it no/, to him it 
is ain. That is, he is guilty of sin if 
he does not' do it. .Cotton Mather 
adopted it as a principle of action, * that 
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the ability to do g^pod in any case im- 
poses an oUigalipn to do it.' The 
proposition in the verse before us is of 
a general character, but probably the 
apostle meant that it should refer to the 
point specified in die previous verses — 
the forming^ of plans respectiiig the fu- 
ture. The pwpticular meaning then 
would b% * that he who knows what 
sort of views he should take in regard 
to the futare, and how he should fori?« 
his plans in view of the uncertainty of 
life, and still does not do it, but goes 
on recklessly, forming his plans boast- 
ingly and confident of success, is guilty 
of 1^ against God.' Still, the propo- 
sition will admit of a more general ap- 
plication. It is universally trae that 
if a man knows what is right, and does 
not do it, he . is guilty of sin. If he 
understands what his duty is; if he 
has the means of doing good to others ; 
if by his name, bis influence, his wealth, 
he can promote a good cabse ; if he 
can, consistently with other duties, re- 
lieve the distressed, the poor, the pri- 
soner, the oppressed ; if he can send 
the gospel io other lands, or can wipe 
away the U^r of the mourner; if he 
has talents iW which he can lift a voice 
that ^all be heard in~ favour of tem- 
perance, chastity, liberty, and religion, 
he is under obligations to do it; and 
if, by indolence, or avarice, or selfish- 
ness, or the dread of the loss of porpu- 
larity, be does not do it, he is guilty 
of sin before God. No man can be 
released from the obligation to do good 
in this world to the extenfof his abiHly ; 
ho one should desire to be. The high- 
est privilege conferred on a mortal, be- 
sides that of securing the salvation or 
his own soul, is that of doing good to 
others — of alleviating sorrow, instruct- 
ing ignorance,^ raising np the bowed 
down, comforting those that mourn, 
delivering thd wronged and the op- 
pressed, supplying the wants of the 
needy, guiding, inquirers into the way 
of truth, and 'sending liberty, know- 
ledge and salvation lyrouild the world. 



If a man does not do this when he has 
the means, he sins against his own m 
soul, against humanity, and against his 
Maker ; if he does it cheerfully and to 
the extent of his means, it likens him 
more than any thing else to God. 

CHAPTER V. - 

JLKJLLTSIS or THE CHAPtER. 

The subjects which are introduced 
in this chapter are the following : 

I. An address to rich men, and a j 

severe condemnation of the manner in i 

which they lived. >s. 1 — 6. There ' 

have. been various' opinions in regard 
to the persons here referred to.' (1.) j 

Some have supposed that the address 
is to ^unbelieving Jews, and that the 
punishment which the apostle threatens 
was that which was about to be brought 
on the nation by the Roman armie& 
But, as Beiisdn well observes, it can 
hardly be presumed that the apostle 
supposed that bis letter would be read 
by the Jews, and it is not probable, 
therefore, that he would in this manner 
directly address them. (2.) Another 
o'pihion has been/ that this, tike the 
rest of the epistle^ is addressed to pro- 
fessed Christians who had been Jews, 
and that the design is to reprove faults 
which prevailed among them. It is 
not supposed indeed, by those who 
hold this opinion, that all of those who 
were rich among them were guilty of 
the sins bere adverted to, nor even that 
they were very prevalent among them. 
The rebuke would be proper if the sins 
here referred to existed at all,-and were 
practised by any who bore the Chris- 
tian name. As" to any improbability 
that professed Christians would be 
guilty of these faults, it might be re- 
marked that the period has been rare in 
the church, if it has o^urred at all, in 
which all that is here said of «rich 
men' would not be applicable to some 
members of the church. Certainty It 
is' applicable in all those countries 
where slavery prevails ; in countries 
where religion is allied to the state ; in 
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tU places where the mass are poor and 
the few are rich. It would be difficult 
now to find any extended- ehprch on 
earth in relation to which the denun- 
ciation here would not be applicable to 
some of its members. But still, it can 
hardly be supposed that men were to- 
lerated in the church, in the times of 
the apostlesi who were guilty of the 
oppressions and wrongs here referred 
to, or who. lived in the manner here 
specified. It is true, indeed, that such 
men have been, and are still found, in 
the Ghristtan church; bpt we should 
not, without the clearest proof, suppose 
that such cases existed in the times of 
the apostles. (3.) The correct opinion, 
therefore, seems to be, that the design 
of the apostle in' this chapter, was te 
encourage and strengthen poor and op-- 
pressed Christiflins ; to impart consola- 
tion to those who, under the exactions 
of rich men, were suffering wrong. In 
doing this, nothing would be more na- 
tural than for him first to declare his 
views in" regard to those who were 
guilty' of these wrongs, and who made 
use of the power which wealth gave to 
injure those in the humble walks of 
life. This he does in the form of an 
address to rich men — not perhaps ex- 
pecting that they would see what he 
had written, but with a design to set 
before those to whom he wrote, and 
for whose benefit the statement is made, 
m a vivid manner, the nature of the 
wrongs under which they were suffer- 
ing, and the nature of the punishment 
which must come upon those who op- 
pressed them. Nothing wouhl tend 
more effectually to reconcile those to 
whoqn he wrote to their own' lot, or do 
jAon to encourage them to bear their 
. trials with patience^ At the same time 
nothing would do more to keep them 
from envying the lot of the rich, or 
desiring the wealth which was con- 
nected with such a mode of life. 

11. The apostle exbrorts those who 
were buffering under these wrongs to 
exercise p&tience. vs. 7— rl^. He en- 



courages tbem with the hope that the 
Lord would come ; he refers them to 
the example of the farmer, who waits 
long for the fruit of the earth ; he cau- 
tions them against indulging in hard 
feelings and thoughts against others 
more prospered than they were; he 
refers them, as example 9f patience, 
to the prophets, to the case of Job, and 
to the Lord Jesus himself. 
^ III. He adverts tb a fault among 
them on the subject of atoearing, ver. 
12. This subject is introduced hers 
apparently because they were in dan- 
ger, through impatience, of expressing 
themselves in a severe manner, ^nd 
even of uttering imprecations on those 
who oppressed them. To guard against 
this, he exhorts' them to control theit 
temper, and to confine themselves in 
their conversation to a simple aflirma- 
tive or denial. 

rV. Ho refers to the case of those 
who were sick and afflicted among 
them, and directs them what to do. vs. 
14 — 18. The duty of those who were 
sick was to employ jprsyer— -as the duty 
of those who were in health and pros- 
perity was praise. The afflicted were 
to pra^ ; the. sick were to call for the 
elders of the church, who were to pray 
over them, and to anoint them whh oil 
in the name of the Lord, not as (ex. 
treme unction,' or tmi/i a view to'thtir 
dying, but with a view to their living. 
To encourage them thus to call in the 
aid oC. praying men, he refers them to 
an illustrious instance of the power of 
prayer, in the case of Elijah. 

V..tn the close of the chapter and 
of the epistle, the aposlle adverts to the 
possibility that some among them might 
err from the truth, and urges the duty 
of endeavouring to convert Such. vs. 
19, 20. To encourage them to do this, 
he states the important consequences 
which would follow where such ain 
effort would be successful. He who 
should da this, would have the satis- 
faction of saving a soul from death, 
and would hide, from the universe a 
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GO to BOW, ye rich • men, 
^eep and howl for your mi- 
series that shall come upon you. 



multitude of sins, which otherwise, in 
the case of the- erring brother, could 
not but have been exposed in the great 
day of judgment. 

1. Gato ndw. Notes on ch. iv. 13. 
1 Ye ric^ men. Not all rich men, 
but only that class of. them who are 
specified as unjust and oppressive. 
There is no sin in merejly being rich ; 
where sin exists peculiarly among the 
rich, it arises from the manner in which 
wealth is acquired, thb sphrit which it 
tends to engender in the heart, and 
the way in which it is used. Comp. 
Notes on Luke vi. 94. .1 Tim. vi. 9. 
IT Weep and howL Gr. ' Weep howl- 
ing.' This would be elpressive of 
very deep distress. The language is 
intensive in a high degree, showing 
that the calamities which were coming 
upon them were not only such as woUld 
produce tears, but tears accompanied 
with loud lamentations. In the East 
it is customary tp give expression to 
deep sorrow by loud outcries. . Comp. 
Isa. ziii. 6; xiv. 31; xv. 2;, xvi. 7. 
Jer. iv. 8 ; xlvii. 2. Joel i. 6. IT Far 
yqur miaeries that shcUl come upon 
you. Many expositors, ob Benson, 
Whitby, Macknight, and others,.'Sup- 
pose that this refers to th^ approaching 
destruction of Jerusalem l^ the Ro- 
mans, and to the miseries which would 
be brought in the siege upon the Jew- 
ish people, in which the rich would be 
the peculiar objects of cupidity and 
vengeance. They refer to passages in 
Josephus, which describe particularly 
the su£krings to which the rich were 
exposed ; the searching of their bouses 
by the zealots, and the heavy calami- 
ties which came upon, ^lem and their 
families. But thersL is no reason to 
suppose thisit the apostle referred parti- 
cularly to those events. The poor 
as well as the rich suffered in that 



2 Your riches * are corrupted, 
and your garments are moth- 
eaten.* 

oPr. 11.28. Lu.6.24. J Je. 17. 11. 

c Job 18. 28. 



siege, and there were no such spe« 
cial judgments then brought upon the 
rich as to show that they viere the 
marked objects of the divine displea- 
sure. It is much more natural to sup- 
pose that the apostle means to say that 
such men as he here refers to exposed 
themselves always to the wrath of God, 
and that they had great reason to weep 
in the anticipation of his vengeance. 
The sentiments here expressed by the 
apostle are not applicable merely to the 
Jews of his time. If thei:e is any class 
of men which has special reason to 
dread the wrath of God at all times, it 
is just the class of men here referred 
to. 

3. Your richer are corrupted. The 
word h^re rendered corrupted {oiatfa), 
does not occur elsewhere in the New 
Testament. It means, to cause to rot, 
to corrupt, to destroy. The reference 
here is to their hoarded treasures'; and 
the idea is, that they had accumulated 
more than they needed for their own 
use, and that, instead of distributing 
them to do good to others^ or employ 
ing them in any useful way, they kept 
them until they rotted or spoiled. It 
is to be remembered that a considerable 
part of the treasures which a man in 
the f/ast would lay up consisted of 
perishable materials, as garments, grain, 
oil, dec. Such articles of property 
were oflen stored up, expecting that 
they would furnish a Supply for many 
years, in case of the prevalence of fa* 
mine or wars. Comp. Luke xii. IS, 19. 
A suitable provision for the time to 
come -cannot be forbidden, but the re- 
ference here is to cases in which great 
quantities had been laid up, perhaps 
while the poor were suffering, and 
which were kept until they ^came 
worthless. IT Your garments are moth^ 
eaien, Th^ same idea subsUntially is 
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3 Tour gold and silver is can- 
kered; and the rust of them shall 



expressed here in another form. As 
the fashions in the East did not change ' 
as they do with us, wealth consisted 
much in the garments that were laid 
up for ehow or for future ose. See 
Notes on Matt. vi. 19. Q. Curtius 
says that when Alexander the Great 
was going to take Persepolis, the riches 
of all Asia were gathered there together, 
which consisted not only of a great 
abundance of gold and silver, bat also 
of garments. Lib. vi. c 5. Horac(r^pon,'as an arrow; to poison, 'as emitted 



tells us that wheii Lucuilus the Ro- 
man was a^ked if he could lend a 
hundred garments for the theatre, he 
replied that be had five tbonsand in 
his house, of 'which they were welcome 
to take part or all.' Of course, sQch 
property would be liable to be moth- 
eaten ; and the idea here is, that they 
had amassed, a great amount of this 
kind of property which was useless to 
them, and which they kept until it be* 
came destroyed. 

3. Your gold and diver is cankered. 
That is, that you' have heaped together, 
by injustice and fraud, a large amount, 
and have kept it from those to whom 
it is due (ver. 4), until it has become 
corroded. The word rendered ia can' 
ktred (xtvfuat(u)i does not occur else- 
where in the New Testament. It pro- 
perly means to cause to rust ; to rust 
out {Pass.) ! to he corroded with rust 
(RobinsorC) ; to be spotted with rust. 
It is true that gold and silver do not 
properly rust, or become oxidized, and 
that they will not be corrode<1 like 
iron and steel; but by being kept 
long in a damp place they wjll con- 
tract a dark colour, resembling rust 
in appearance. ' This seems to be the 
idea in the mind of the apostle. He 
speaks of gold and silver as they appear 
after having been long laid up without 
Use, and undoubtedly the word which 
he uses here is one which would to an 
ancient have expressed that idea as 



be a witness against you, and 
shall eat your flesh as it were fire. 



well as the Q|er« literal idea of the 
rusting or oxidizing of metals. There 
is no reason to suppose that the word 
was then used in the strict chemical 
sense of rusting, for there is no reason 
to suppose that the nature of oxidiza- 
tion was then fully understood. ^ And 
the rust of 4hem, Another word is 
used here— tof* This properly denotes 
something sent out or emitted (from 
l^vjfu), and is applied to a missile y 



from the tooth of a serpent; and to 
rusi, as it seems to be en&itted from 
metals. The word refers to the dark 
discoloration which appears on gold 
and silver when they have remained 
long without use. 1 Shaii be a witness 
against you. That is, the rust or dis- 
coloration shall bear testimony against 
you that the money is not used as it 
should be, either in paying those to 
whoA it is due, or in domg good to 
others. Among the ancients the gfold 
and silver which any one possessed 
was laid up in some secret and safe 
place. Comp. Notes on Isa. xlv. 3. 
There were no banks then in which 
money might be deposited ; there were 
few waye of investing money so as to 
produce regular interests; t^ere were 
no corporations to employ money in 
joiht operations ; and it was not very 
common to invest money in the pur- 
chase of real estate, and stocks and 
mortgages were little known. \ And 
shall eat your flesh as it were fire. 
Thi« cannot be taken literally. It must 
mean that the effect would bo £» t/ it 
should corrode or consume their very 
flesh ; that is, the fact of their laying up 
treasures would be followed by painfdl 
consequences. The thought is very 
striking, artd the language in which 
it is conveyed is singularly bold and 
energetic. The effect of thas heaping 
up treasute will be as corroding as fire 
inthe flesh. The reference is to the 



Te have heaped/* treasure toge- 
ther for the last days. 
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4 Behold, the hire ^ of the la- 
bourers who have reaped down 
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punishment which 0od would brbg 
on them for their avarice and . injustice , 
i—efiects that wifl come on all now for 
the same offences. ^ Ye have heaped 
treasure together for t^e last days» 
The day of judgment ; the closing 
scenes of this world. You have been 
Heaping up treasure; but it will be 
treasure of a different kind from what 
you have supposed. It is treasure not 
laid up for ostentation, or luxury, or 
use in future life, but treasure the true 
worth of which will be seen nt the 
judgment day. So Paul speaka of 
( treasuring up wrath against the day 
of wrath, and revelation of the right- 
eous judgment of God.' Rom.'ii. 5. 
There are many who appose they are 
accumulating property that may be of 
use to them, or that may secure th^m 
the reputation of possessing great wealth, 
who.are in fact accumulating a most fear- 
ful treasure against the day of final rclri- 
bution. Every man who is rich should 
examine himself closely to see whether 
there is any thing in the manner in 
which he has gained his property, or 
in which he now holds it, that will ex- 
pose him to the wrath of God iti the 
last day. ' That on .which. h« do much 
prides himself. may yet bring dojfvn on 
him the vengeance of heaven ; and in 
the day of judgment he may curse his 
own madness and folly in wasting his 
probation in efforts to amass property .- 
4. Beholdf the hire of the labourers 
who have reaped down your Jietds, 
In the previous verses the form of the 
sin which the apostle specified was that 
they had hoarded their property. He 
now states another form of their guilt, 
that, while doing this, they had with- 
held what was due from, the very la- 
bourers who had cultivated their fields, 
and to whose labour they were indebted 
for what they had. The phrase < who 
have reaped down your fields/ is used 



to denote labour in general. This 
particular thing is specified, perhaps, 
because the reaping of the harvest seems 
to be more immediately connected with 
the accumulation of property. . What 
is said here, however, will apply to all 
kinds of labour. It may be remarked 
also that the sin condemned here is one 
that may exist not only in reference to 
those who are hired to cultivate a farm, 
but to all in our employ-r-to day-la- 
bourers, to mechanics, to seamen, &c. 
It will apply, in an eminent degree, .to 
those who hold others In slavery, and 
who live by their unrequited toils. 
The very essence of slavery is, that the 
slave shall produce by his labour so 
much more than he receives for his 
own maintenance as to support the 
master and his family in indolence. 
The slave is tp do the work which the 
master wotild otherwise, be obliged to 
do;' the advantage of the system is 
supposed to be that the master is not 
under a necessity of labouring at all. 
The amount which the slave receives 
is not presumed to be what is a fair 
equivalent for what he 4oes, or what a 
freeman could be hired for, hut so much 
kss th&n his labour is fairly. worth as 
to be a source of so much gain to the 
•master. If slaves were fairly compeii^ 
sated for their labour; if they received 
what was understood to be a just price 
for what they do, or what they would 
be' willing to bargain for if they were 
free, the system would at once come 
to an end. No owner of a slave would 
keep him if he did not suppose that 
out of bis uprequited toil. he might 
make money, or might he relieved him- 
self from the necessity of labour. He 
who ^ires a freeman to reiip dowg. his 
fields pays what the freeman regards 
as a fiair equivalent for what be does; 
he who employs a~siave does not give 
what the slave would regard as an 
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your fields, which is of you kept 
back by fraud, 6rieth : and the 
cries of them which have reaped 



equivalent, and expects that what he 
gives viriU be so much less than an 
equivalenti that he may be (iee alike 
from the necessity of laboar and of 
paying him what he has fairly earned. 
The very essence of slavery, there- 
fore, is frand ; and there is nothing to 
which the remarks of the apostle here 
are more applicable than to that un- 
just and oppressive system. 1 Which 
is of tfou kept back by fraud. The 
Qreek word here used (aatoa'ttpUi), is 
rendwed defraud, in Mark x. 10. 1 
Cor. vi. 7, 8 ; vii. 5, and destitute, in 
I.Tim, vi. 5. It occurs nowhere else, 
excepfin the passage 'before us., It 
means to deprive^ of, with the notion 
that that to which it is applied was due 
to one, or that he had a claim on it. 
The fraud referred to in keeping it 
back, may be any thing by which the 
payment is withheld, or the . claim 
evaded— whether it be mere neglect to 
pay it; or some advantage taken in 
making the bargain ; or some evasion 
of the law ; or mere vexatious delay ; 
or such superior power that he to whom 
it is due cannot enforce the payment; 
or such a system that he to whom it is 
fairly. due is supposed in. the laws to 
have no rights, and to be incapable of 
suing or being sped. Any one of these 
things would come under the denomi- 
nation of fraud. If Crieth. That is, 
cries out to God for punishment. The 
voice of this wrong goes up to heaven. 
^ And the cries of them which ^ve 
reaped are entered into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaath, That is, he hears 
them, and he will attend to their cry. 
Compv Ex. xxii* 27. They are op- 
pressed dnd wronged ; they have none 
to regard their cry on earth, and to re- 
dress their wrongs, and they go and 
appeal to that God who will regard 
their cry, and avenge them. On the 
phrase <Lord of Sabaoth,* or Lord 
9 



are entered * into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth. 

« Ex. 9B. 37. 

of hostSy for Bp the word Sdbaoth 
means, see No^ on Isa. L 9, and Rom. 
ix. 29. Perhaps by the use of the 
word here it is implied that the God 
to whom they cry — the mighty Ruler 
of all worlds — is able to vindicate them. 
It may be added, that the cry of the 
oppressed and the wronged is going up 
constantly from all parts of the earth, 
and is always heard by God* In his 
own time he will come forth to vindi- 
cate the oppressed, and to punish the 
oppressor. It may be added, also, that 
if what is here said werft. regarded as it 
should be by all men; slavery, as well 
as other systems of wrong, would soon 
come to an epd. If everywhere the 
workman was fairly paid for his earn- 
ings ; if the poor slave who cultivates 
the fields of the rich were properly 
compensated for his toil ; if he received 
what a freeman would contracf to. do 
the work fat ; if there was no fraud 
in withholding what he earns, the sys- 
tem would soon cease in the earth. 
Slavery could not live a day if this 
were done. Now, there is no such 
compensation ; but the cry of oppressed 
millions will continue to go up to hea^ 
ven, and the period must cotne when 
the system shall cease. Either the 
master must be brought to such a sense 
of right that he will be disposed to do 
justice, and let the oppressed go free; 
or God will so impoverish the lands 
where the system prevails as to make 
all men- see that the system is unprofit- 
able and ruinous as compared with free 
labotar ; or the oppressed will somehow 
become so acquainted with their own 
sR-ength and theip rights that they shall 
arise and assert their freedom ; or under 
the prevalence of troe religion better 
views will prevail, and Oppressors, 
turned to God, shall relax the yoke of 
bondage; or God will so- bring heavy 
judgmentsin his holy providence on the 
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5 Ye have lived in pleasure' 
OD the earth, and been wanton ; 

a Ln. 16. 19, 95. 



epprenonf that the syttem of slaveiy 
will everywhere come to an end on 
the earth. Nothing is n^ore certain 
than that the whole aystem is con- 
demned by the . paasage of Scripture 
before us; that it ie contrary to the 
genuine spirit of Christianity, and that 
the prevalence of true religion would 
bring it to an end. Probably eUl slave- 
holders feel that to place the Bible in 
the hands of slaves, and to instruct 
them to read it, would be inconsistent 
With the perpetuity of the systeo^. Yet 
a system which cannot survive Ihe 
most full and free circulation of the 
ncred Scriptures mtui be founded in 
wrong. 

6. Ye hope Used m pktuure on iht 
mrih. One of the things to which the 
rich are peculiarly addicted. ^ Their 
wealth Ib supposed to be of value be* 
eause it furnishes them the means of 
doing it Comp. Luke xii. 19 ; olvi. 1.9. 
The word translated < lived in pleasure' 
(Vpv^aci)), occurs only here in the New 
Testament It means to live delicately, 
luxuriously, at ease. There is not in 
the word essentially the idea of vicious 
indulgence, but that which character- 
ises those .who live for enjoyment 
They lived in ease and affluence on the 
avails of the laboujs of others ; they 
indulged in what gratified the taste and 
pleased the ear and the eye, while those 
who contributed the means of this 
were groaning under oppression. A 
life of mere indolence and ease, of deli- 
cacy and luxury, is nowhere counte- 
nanced in the Bible ; and even where 
unconnected with oppression and wrong 
to others, such a mode of living is fe- 
garded as inconsistent with the purpose 
for which God made man and placed 
him on the earth. See Luke xii. 19, 
SO. Every man has high and solemn 
duties to peribrm, and there is enough, 
to be done on earth to give employment 



ye have nourished your hearts, 
as in a day of slaughter. 



to every human being, and to fill up 
ev^ry hour in a profital^le and useful 
way. V And been wanton* This 
word now probably conveys to most 
minds a s^se whidh is not in the ori* 
ginal. Our English word is now com- 
monly used in the sense of Uwd^ lust- 
ful, laseiiiious. It was, however, for- 
merly used in the sense of sportive^ 
joyous, gay, and was applied to any 
thing that was variable or fickle. The 
Greek word used here (^^cot'dXacd)* 
means to live luxuriously or voluptu- 
ously. Comp. Notes on 1 Tim. v. 6, 
where the word is explained. It does 
not refer necessarily to gross i;riminal 
'pleasures, though the kind of fiving 
here referred to often leads to such in- 
dulgences. There is a close connection 
between what 4he apostle' says here, 
and what he refers to in. the previous 
versclsr— the oppression of others, and 
the withholding of what is due to those 
who labour. Such acts of oppression 
and wrong are comm\>nly resorted to 
in order to obtain the means of luxuri- 
ous living, and the gratification of sen- 
sual pleasures. In all 4:ountries where 
slavery existli, the things here referred 
to are found in close connection. The 
fraud and wrong by which the reward 
of hard toil is withheld from the slave 
is connected with indolence and sensual 
indulgence on the part of the master. 
1 Ye have nourished your hearts. Or, 
yourselves — the word heartp here being 
equivalent to ihemselves. The mean- 
ing is, that they appeared to have been 
fattening themselves, like stall-fed 
beasts, for the day of slaughter. As 
cattle are carefully fed, and are fattened 
ujith a view to their being slaughtered, 
so they seemed to have been fattened 
for the slaughter that was to come on 
them — the day of vengeance. Thus 
many now live. They do no work ; 
they contribute nothing to the good of 
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6 Te have condemned and 

• Mat. 5.391 



tocietj; they are mere consamera — 
fruget eonsumtre natif and, like 
stall-fed cattle, tbey aeetn to live only 
with reference to the day of slaoghter, I 
and to the recompense which awaits 
them, after death. H Jig in a day of 
slaughler, Theie has heen much va- 
riety in the interpretation Qf this ex- 
pression. Robinson (Lex.) renders it, 
"like beasts in the day of slaughter, 
without care .or forethoaght." Rosen- 
muUer (Mofgenland) supposes that it 
means a* in a fetiival,' .referring, as 
he thinks, to the custom among the 
ancients of having a feast when a part 
of the/animal was consumed in sacri- 
fice, and the rest was.eaten by the wor- 
shippers. So Benson. On such occa- 
sions indulgence was given to appetite 
almost without limit, and the idea then 
would be that they had given them- 
selves' up to a life of pampered luxury. 
But probably the more correct idea is, 
that they had fettened themselves as 
for the day of destruction ; that is, as 
animals^ are. fattened for slaughter. 
They lived only to eat and drink, and 
to enjoy life. But, by such a course, 
they weie aa >certauily preparing for 
perdition as cattle were prepared to be 
killed by being stall*fed. 

6. Ye Aatfe condemned taxd.kiiled 
thejtut, <tw SCxauw^ihejuat one^ or 
the just man — for the word used- is in 
the singular number. This may either 
refer to the condemnation and- cruci- 
fixion of Christ — meaning that their 
conduct towards his people bad been 
similar to the treatment of the Saviour, 
and was in fact a condemnation and^ 
crucifixion of him afresh ; or, that by 
their rejection of him in order to live 
in sin, they in fact condemned him and 
his religion ; or, that they had con- 
demned and killed the just man 
meaning that they bad persecuted those 
who were Chriatians ; or, that by their 
harsh treatment of others in wiUihold- 



killed the just; oscf he doth not 
resist * you. 

ing what was due to them, they had 
deprived them of the means of subsist- 
enoe, and had, aa it were, killed the 
righteous. Probably the true meaning 
is, that it was one of their characteris- 
tics that they h«d been guilty of wrong 
towards good men. Whether it refers, 
however, to any particular act of vio- 
lence, or to such a course as would 
wear out thciir lives by a system of op- 
prpsHon^ injustice, and fraud, cannot 
now be determined. Y And ke doth 
not resist you. Some have suppos e d 
that this refers to God, meaning that 
he did hot oppoee them ; that is, that 
he bore with them patiently while they 
did it. Others suppose that it should 
be Te«d aa a question — * and doth he 
not resbt you V-^ meaning that God 
would oppose them and punish them 
for their acts of oppression and wrong. 
But probably the. true reference is to 
the < just man' whom they condemn^ 
and killed ; meaning that they were so 
powerful that all attempta to issist.them 
would be vain, and that the injured 
and opprssted could do nothing but 
submit patiently to their acta of injus- 
tice and violence. The sense may be 
either that they could not oppoee them 
-rthe jich men being so powerful und 
they who were opproised so feeble ; or 
that they bore their wrongs with meek- 
ness, and did not attempt it. The 
ains, therefore, condemned in these 
verses ( 1 — 6), and for which it is said 
the divine vengeance would come upon 
those referred to, are these four: (I.) 
That of hoarding up money when it 
was unnecessary for their real support 
and comfort, and when they might do 
so much good with it (comp. Matt. vi> 
19); (2.) That of keeping back the 
wages which was due to those who 
cultivated their fields ; that is, keeping 
back what would be a fair compensa- 
tion for their toil — applicable alike to 
hired men and to slaves ; (3.) That of 
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7 * Be patient therefore, bre- 
thren, unto the coming of -the 
Lord. Behold, the husbandman 

1 or, Be long patient; or, a#er with long 
patienee. 



giving themselves up to a life of ease, 
luxury/ and sensual indulgence; and 
(4.) That of wronging and oppressing 
good and just men — men, perhaps in 
humble life,. who were unable to vindi- 
cate their rights, and who had none to 
undertake their cause ; men who were 
too feeble to offer successful resistance, 
or who were restrained By their princi- 
ples from attempting it It is needless 
to say that there are multitudes of such 
persons now un the earth, and that they 
have the same reason to dread the di- 
vine vengeance which the same class 
had in the time of the apostle James. 

7. Be patient therefore, brethren. 
That is, under such wroiigs 9S the 
apostle had described in the previous 
verses. Those whom he addressed 
were doubtless suffering under those 
oppressions, and his object was to in- 
duce them to b^ar their wrongs with- 
out murmuring and without resistance. 
One of the methods of doiiig this wais 
by showing them, in an address to 
their rich oppressots^ that those who 
injured and wronged them'woiild be 
suitably punished at the ^ay of judg- 
ment, or that their cause was in the 
hands of God; and another method of 
doing.it was by the direct inculcation 
of the duty of patience. Qomp. Notes 
on Matt V. 38—41, 43:— 45. The 
margin here is, Be long patient ; or 
suffer U)ith long patience. The sense 
of the Greek is, * be long suffering, or 
let not your patience be exhausted. 
Your courage, vigour, and forbearance 
is not to be short-lived, but is 'to be 
enduring. Let it continue as long as 
there is need of it, even to the coming 
of the. Lord. Then you will be re- 
leased from sufferings.' if Unto the 
coming of the Lord* The coming of 
the Lord Jesus— either to remove yoo 



\traiteth for the precious fruit of 
the earth, add hath long patience 
for it, until he receive the early 
' and latter rain. 

aDe.ll. 14. 



by death, or to destroy 'the city of Je- 
rusalem and bring to an end the Jew- 
ish institutions, or to judge the world 
ancl receive his people-to himself. The 
* coming of the Lord' in any way vvas 
an event which Christians were taught 
to expect, and which would be con- 
nected with their deliverance from 
troubles. A's the time of his appearing 
was not revealed, it was hot improper 
to refer to that as an event that might 
possibly be near ; and as the removal 
of Christians by death is denoted by the 
phrase « the coming of the Lord* — ^that 
is, his coming to each one of us — it 
was not improper to speak of death in 
that view. On the general subject of 
the expectations entertained among the 
early Christians of the second advent 
of the Saviour, see Notes on 1 Cor. xv. 
51. 2 Thess. ii. 2, 3. IT Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the precious 
fruit of the earth. The farmer waits 
patiently for the grain to grow. It 
requires time to mature the crop, and 
he does not become impatient. The 
Idea seems to be that we shouM wait 
for things to develope themselves in 
their p;roper season, and should not be 
impatient before that season arrives. 
In due time we may expect the harvest 
to be ripened. We cannot hasten it 
We cannot control the rain, the sun, 
th^ seasons ; and the farmer therefore 
patiently waits until in the regular 
course of events he has a harvest So 
we cannot control and hasten the events 
which are in God's own keeping ; and 
we sfaotild patiently wait for 'the de- 
velopments of his will, and the arrange- 
ments of his providence, by which we 
may obtain what we desire. ^'And 
hath long patience for it. That is, 
his patience is not exhausted. It ex- 
tends through the whole -time in which. 
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8 Be ye also patient; stablish 

aSe. 93.90. 



by the divine ftnangiQments, he may 
expect a harvest IT Until he receive 
the early and latter rain. In the cli- 
mate of Paleatine there are two rainy 
•eaaona, on which the harvest essen- 
tially depends— the autumnal and the 
spring rains — called here and elsewhere 
in the Scriptures the early and the latter 
raint. See Deut xi. 14. Job xxix. 28. 
Jer. V. 24. The autumnal, or the early 
rains of Scripture, usually commence 
in the latter half of October or begin- 
ning of November ; not suddenly, but 
by degrees, which gives opportunity for 
the husbandman to sow his -fields of 
wheat and barley. The rains come 
mostly from the west or south-west, 
continuing for two or three days at a 
'time, and &Uing especially during the 
nights., The wind then chops round 
to the north or east, and several days 
of fine weather succeed. During the 
months of November and December 
the ^ns continue to ffill heavily ; af- 
terwards they return only at longer in- 
tervals, and are less heavy ; but at no 
period during the winter do they en- 
tirely cease to occur. Snow often falls 
in J vusalem, in January and February, 
to the depth of a foot or more, but it 
does not last long. Rain continues to 
Ml more or less through the month of 
March, but it is rare after that period. 
At the present time there are not any 
particiilar periods of rainf or successions 
of showers, which niight be regarded 
as distinct rainy seasons. The whole 
period from October to March now^ 
•constitute» only one continued rainy 
season, without any regularly inter- 
vening time of prolonged fair weather. 
Unless, therefore, there has been some 
change in the climate since the times 
6f the New Testament, the early and 
the latter rains for which the husband- 
man waited with longing, seem rather 
to have implied the first showers of 
autumn, which revived the parched and 
9* 



yoar hearts : for * the coming of 
the Lord draweth nigh. 



thirsty earth, and prepared it for the 
seed ; and the latter showers of spring, 
which continiAd to refresh and forwanl 
the ripening crbps and the vernal pro- 
ducts of the fields. In ordinary sea- 
sons, from the cessation of the shovrers 
in spring until their commencement in 
October or November, rain never falls, 
and the sky is usually serene. Robinm 
eon*» BibHeai Raeareheey vol ii. pp. 
96—100. 

8. Be ye ako patient As the ftrmer 
is. In due time, as he expects the re- 
turn of the rain, so yon may anticipate 
deliwrance from your trials. V StaJlh 
Uth your kearti* Let your purposes 
and your faith be firm and unwavering. 
Do not become weary and fretful, but 
bear with constancy all that is laid 
upon you until the . time of your deli- 
verance shall come. IT For the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh. Comp. 
Rev. xxiL 10, 19, 20. Notes, 1 Cor. 
XV. 61. It is clear, I think, firom this 
place, that the apostle expected that 
that which he understood by < the com- 
ing of the Lord' was soon to occur ; for 
it was to be that by which /Aey would 
obtain deliverance from the trials which 
they then endured. See ver. 7. Whe- 
ther it means that he was soon to come 
to judgment, or to bring to an end the 
Jewish policy and to set up his king- 
dom on the earth, or that they would 
soon be removed by death, cannot be 
determined from the mere use of the 
languajge. The most natural. interpre- 
tation of the passage, and one which 
will accord well with the time when 
the epistle was written is, that the |nre- 
dicted time of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem (Matt. xxiv.).was at hand ; that 
there were already indications that that 
would soon occur ; and that there was 
a prevalent expectation among Chris- 
tians that that event would be a release 
from many trials of persecution, and 
would be foUowedby the setting^up of 
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9 iGhradge not one against 
another, brethren, lest y.e be 
condemned: behold, the Judge 
standeth * before the door. 



the Redeemer's kingdom. Perhaps 
many expected that the judgment 
would occur at that tkne, and that the 
Si^^oar would set up, a personal reign 
on the earth. But the expectation of 
others might have been merely — ^what 
is indeed all thiit is necessarily implied 
in the predictions on the subject— that 
there would be after that a rapid and 
extensive spread pf the principles of 
the Christian religion in the world. 
The destruction' of Jerusalem and of 
the temple would contribute to that by. 
bringing to an end the whole system 
of Jewish types and sacrifices; by 
convincing Christians. that there was 
not to be one central rallying- point, 
thus destroying their lingering pre- 
judices in fikvour of the Jewish mode 
of worship; aiiS by scattering them 
abroad through the world to propagate 
the new religion. The epistle was 
written, it is supposed, some ten tw 
twelve yew» before the destruction of 
Jerusalem (Intro., § 3), and it is not im- 
probable that there were already some 
indications of that approaching event ' 
9. Grudge not one against another. 
Maig. * groan, grieve,* The Greek 
word ((Hfcfi«iC<d)« means to sigh, to 
groan, as of persons in distress (Rom. 
viii. 3d) { and then to sigh or groan 
through impatience, firetfulness, ill-hu- 
mour; and hence to' murmur, to find 
fauH, to eompkun. The exaet idea 
here is, not that of grudging in the 
.tense of dissatisfaction with what others 
possess, or of being envious; it is that 
of being fretful and impatient : or, to use 
a common word which .more exactly 
expresses the sense, that ofgrumbUng. 
This may arise from many causes; 
either because otheis have advantages 
which we h«ve not, and we are discon- 
tented and unhappy, as if it were wrong 
fan them to have fuoh enjoymentsi or 



10 Take, my brethren, the 
prophets, who have spoken in 
the name of |hQ Lord, for an ex- 

a Re. 3. 20. 



1 grwM^ griwt. 



because we, without reason, suppose 
they intend to slight and neglect us ; 
or because we are ready to take ofienoe 
at any little things, and to « pick a quar- 
rel' with them. There are some per- 
sons who are always grumbling. They 
have a sour, dissatisfied, discontented 
temper; they see no excellence in 
other persons ; they are displeased that 
others are more prospered, honoured 
and beloved than they are themselves ; 
they are always complaining of what 
others do, not because they are injured, 
but because others seem to them to be 
weak and foolish; they seem to feel 
that It becomes them to complain if 
every thing is not done precisely as in 
their estimation it should be. It is 
needless to say that this spirit — the off> 
spring of pride — will make any man 
lead a wretched life ; and equally need- 
less to say that it if wholly contrary to 
the spirit of the gospel. Comp. Luke 
iii. 14. Phil. iv. 11. 1 Tim. vi. 8. Heb. 
xiii. 6. IT Le9t ^e be condemned. That 
is, forjudging others with this spirit— 
for this spirit is in fact judging them. 
Comp. Notes on Matt. vii. 1. f Be- 
kold,the Judge standeth before the 
door. The Lord Jesus,. who is soon 
to come to judge the world. See ver. 8. 
He is, as it were, even now approach- 
ing the door — so near th&t be can hear 
all that you say. 

10. Take, my brethren, the prophets* 
That is, in your trials and persecutions. 
To encourage them to the exercise of ' 
patience, he points them to the exam- 
ple of those who had trod, the same 
thorny path before them. The pro- 
phets were in general a much perse- 
cuted race of men, and the argument 
on which the apostle relies from their 
example is this: (1.) That if the pro- 
phJBts were persecuted and tried, it may 
be expected that other good mcfn will 
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ample of suffering affliction/ and 
of patience. 

11 Behold, we count them * 

• He. U. 35-38. »FikM. 1& Mat. 5. 10. 



be; (2.) That they showed aach pa- 
tience in their trials as to be a model 
for ua. IT An exampk of Bujfering 
affliction. That is, they showed us 
how evils are to be borne. 

11. BehMt we muni thetn happy 
which endure. The word rendered 
« we coant them happy* (fmKo^ofuv), 
occurs only here and in Luke i. 48, 
where it is rendered *BhaU eaii me 
blessed.* The word fuucdpioi, blessed, 
or happy J however, occurs often. See 
Matt. ▼. ^^1 1 ; xi. 6 ; xiii. 6, et smpe. 
The sense here is, we speak of their 
patience with commendation. They 
have done what they ought to do, and 
their name is honoured and blessed. 
^ Ye have heard of the patience of 
Johi As. 6ne of the most illustrious 



instances of patient sufferers. See Job 
i. 21. The book of Job was written, 
among other reasons, to show that true 
religion would bear any form of trial 
to which it eottld be sutjected. See 
Job L 9 — 1 1 ; ti. 6, 6. t ^^d have 
seen the end of the Lord. That is, the 
end or design which the Lord had in 
the trials of Job, or the result to which 
he brought the case at last — to wit, that 
he showed himself to be very merciAil 
to the poor stkfferer ; that he met him 
with the Expressions of his approbation 
for the manner in which he bore his 
trials; and that he doubled his ibr- 
mer possessions, and restore hfm to 
more than his former happiness and 
honour. See Job xlii. Augustine, Lu- 
ther, Wetstetn, and others, understand 
this as referring to the death of the 
Lord Jesud, and as meaning that they 
had seenr the maimer in which he suf- 
fered death, as an example for us. But, 
though this might strike many as the 
true interpretation, yet the objections 
to it are insuperable. (1.) It ^k>os not 
accord with the proper meaning of the 



happy which endure. Te have 
heard of the patience ' of Job, 
and have seen the end * of the 

e Job L 91, Jbc 4 Job 48. 10. Jfce. 



word end (Wxof). That word is in no 
instance applied to deaths dot doaa it 
propeHy express death. It properly 
denotes an end, term, termination, com- 
pletion ; and is used in the foUowiof 
senses, (a) to denote the sod, the ten- 
mination, or the last of any thing 
(Mark iii. 36. 1 Cor. xt. 84. Lnkia 
xxi. 9. Heb. viL 8) ; (b\ an event, is. 
sue, or rssult (Matt zxti. 68. Rom. vL 
SI. 3 Cor. xi. 18) ; (c) the final pur- 
pose^ that to which all the parts tend, 
and in which they terminate (1 Tiok 
i. 6); (d) Uz, custom, or tribute-— 
what is paid for public ends or pur- 
poees. Matt zvii. 35. Rom. xiii 7. 
(3.) This interpretation, lafeiring it to 
tbe death of the Saviour, would not 
accord with the remark of the apostla 
in the dose of the verse, * that the Loid 
is very merdfiil.' This is what he. 
says was *seen* or this was what was 
particularly iHostratod in the case la* 
ferred to. Yet this was not partieu^ 
larly seen in the death of .the Lord 
Jesus. He was indeed moat patieat 
and submissive in his death, and it is 
trae that he showed ipeicy to the peni- 
tent malefiMtor; but this was not the 
particular and most prominent trait 
which he evinced in his death. Be- 
sides, if it had been, that would not 
have been the thing to which the apos- 
tle would have referred here. His ob- 
ject was to recommend paUenee under 
trials i toot mercy shown to others f and 
this he does by showing (a) thi^ Job 
was an eminent instance of it, and (0) 
that the result was such as to encou- 
rage us to be patient The end or the 
resuU of the divine dealings in his case 
was, that the Lord was < very pitiful 
and of tender mercy ;* and we may 
hope that it will be so in our case, and 
should therefore be encouraged to be 
patient under our trials. % That the 
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Lord ; that the Lord is very piti- 
ful, and of tender mercy. 

12 But above all things, my 
brethren, swear " not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the earth, 
neither by any other oath : but 

aMa. 5. 34, iSto. 

hord is very pitifuL As he showed 
deep compassion in the case of Job, 
we have equal reason to suppose that 
he will in our own. 

12. Butabofje aU things. That is, 
foe especially careful on this point ; 
whatever else is done let not tins be. 
The manner in which James speaks - 
of the practice referred to here, shows 
that he regarded it as a sin of a trery 
heinous nature; one that was by all 
meatas to be avoided by those whom 
he addressed. The habit of swearing 
by various things was a very common 

I one among the Jews, and it was im- 
portant to guard those who from among 

^ them had been converted to Christian- 
ity on that subject. If Swear not See 
this command illustrsted in the Notes 
on Matt V. 33, 34. Nearly the same 
things are mentioned here as objects 
by which they were . accustomed to 
swear which are referred to by the Sa- 
viour. IT But let your yea be yea. 
Let there be a simple affirmation, un- 
accompanied by any oath or appeal to 
God or to any of his VTorks. A man 
who makes that his common method 
of speech is the man who will be be- 
tieved. See Notes on Matt. v. 37-. 
IT Lest ye fall into condemnation. 
That is, for profaning the name of God. 
« The Lord will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in -vain.*' Ex. 
XX. 7. 

13. Ja any among you afflicted? 
By sickness, bereavement, disappoint- 
ment, persecutions, loss of health or 
property. The word used here, refers 
to suffering evil of aiiy kind (xcMOTta^e)* 
IT Let him pray. That is, prayer is 
appropriate to trial. The mind natu- 



leC your jea be yea, and your 
nay, nay ; lest ye fall into con- 
demnation. 

13 Is any smong yon afflicted? 
let * him pray. Is any lAerry? 
let him sing "" pgalms. 

6 2 Cb. -33. 12. Jt>n. 2. 3, &c. eEp.5.19. 



rally resorts to it, and in every way it 
is proper* God only can remove the 
source of sorrpw ; he can grant unto 
us < a happy issue out of all our afflic- 
tions;' h^ can make them the means 
of sanctifying the soul, Comp. 2 Chron. 
xxxiii. 12. Ps.. xxxiv. 4; cvii. 6, 13, 
28. It matters not what is the form 
of- the trial, it is a privilege which all 
have to go to God in prayer.. And it is 
an inestimable privilege. Health fails, 
friends die, property is lost, disappoint* 
ments come upon us, .danger threatens, 
death approaches, and to whom shall 
we go but to God. He ever lives. He 
never fails us or disappoints us if we 
trust in him, and his ear is ever .open 
to our cries. This would be a sad 
world indeed if it were not for the pri- 
vilege of prater. The last resource of 
millions who suffer — for millions suffer 
every day — ^would be taken aiyay if 
men were denied access to the throne 
of grace. As it is, there is no one so 
poor that he may not pray ; no one so 
disconsolate and forsaken that he may 
hot find in God a friend ; no one so 
broken-hearted that, he is not able to 
bind up his spirit. One of the designs 
of affliction is to lead us to the throne 
of grace ; and it is a hippy result of 
trials if we are led by our trials to seek 
God in prayer. ^ Is any merry? 
The word merry now conveys an idea 
which is not properly found in the ori- 
ginal word here. It refers now in 
common usage to light and noisy plea- 
sure ; to that which is jovial ; to that 
which is attended with laughter, or 
which causes laughter, as a merry jest. 
In the Scriptures, however, the word 
properly denotes cheerful, pleasant^ 
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14 Is any sick * among you t 

cMar. 10. Ja 



agreeabUt tad is applied to a state of 
ininH- free from trouble— lUhe opposite 
of alfltctioii-^happy. Piot. xt. 13, 15 ; 
XYii. 32. laa. ziiv. 7. Lake zv.sa, 84, 
S9, 3S. The Greek word used here 
(ti^vfui), means liteially, to have ike 
nund vodl (ev aod >«pio() ; that is, to 
hsYS it happy, oc free from trouble; to 
be cheerfal. % Let kirtk nng p$alms* 
That is, if any one is happy ; if he is 
in health, and is prospered ; if he has 
his friendb aioond him, and there is no* 
thing to prodoee anxiety ; if he has the 
free Exercise of conscience and enjoys 
religion, irb proper to express that in 
notes of praise. Comp. Eph. t. 19, SO. 
On the meaning of the word here ren- 
dered * sing psalms,' see Notes on Eph. 
▼. 19, where it is rendered making 
mdody. It does not mean to sing 
paaknt in contradistinction from sing- 
ing htfnuu, bat the reference u to any 
sdngs of praise. Praise is appropriate 
to such a state of mind. The heart 
naturally gives utterance to its tm^ 
tions in songs of thanksgiving. The 
sentiment in this verse is well expresMd 
in the beautifal stanza. 

In every joy tbat crowng my dsys. 

In every pain I bear, 
My heart shaU And delight in praise. 

Or seek relief in prayer. 

Mn. JfUUama, 

14. It any sick among you P In 
the previous verse the reference was to 
afliction in general, an^ the duty there^ 
urged was one that was applicable to 
all forms of trial. The subject of sick- 
ness, however, is so important, since 
it so often occurs, that a specific direc- 
tion waa desirable. Tbat direction is 
to call in th^ aid of others to lead our 
thoughU,iaad to aid us in our devo^ 
tions, because one who is sick is less 
able to direct his owii reflections and 
to pray for himself than he is in other 
forms of trial. Nothing is said here 
respecting the degru of aickness, who- 



let him call for the ddera of th« 
church ; and let them pray over 

ther it is that which woukl be fatal if 
these meana were used or not, but the 
direction pertains to any kind of ill- 
ness t i^ him call for the elders of 
tkeekurek. Gr. Preehytere. See Notes 
on Acts XV. 3 i xi. 30. It. cannot be 
supposed that this refen to the apoetlee^ 
for it could not be that they would be 
alwaya accessible ; besides, instructions 
tike this were designed to have a per* 
manent.character, and to be applicable 
to the church at all times and in all 
places. The. refcrence, therefore, is 
doubtless to the ordinary religious 
teacben of the congregation ; the offi. 
cen of the church entrusted with its 
spiritual inteieets. The spirit of the 
command would embrace thoee who 
are pastox% and any othera to whom 
the spiritual interests of the congrega- 
tion are confided— ruling elders, dea^ 
cons, &c If the alluaion ii to the or- 
dinaiy oflicera of the church, it ii evi- 
dent that the cure to be hoped for (ver. 
15) was not miraeulQUtf but was thst 
to be expected in the use of appropriate 
meena accompanied by prayer. It may 
bo added, as worthy of note, that tlte 
apoetle sayf they should * on//' for the 
eldera of the church'; that .is, they 
should eend for them. They should 
not liMtit for them to hear of their sick- 
ness, as they might happen to, but 
they should cause them to.be informed 
of it, snd give them an opportunity of 
visiting them and praying with them. 
Nothing is more common than for per- 
sons—even members of the church—to 
be sick a long time, and to presume 
that their pastor must know all about 
it ; and tbien they wonder that he does 
not come to see them, and think hard 
jof him because he does not A pastor 
cannot be sopposed to know every 
thing ; nor can it be presumed that he 
knows when persons ^re sick any more 
than he can know any thing else, un- 
less be is apprised of it; and many 
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Urn, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord: 



hard thoagbt«> and many suapicions 
of neglect woald be avoided, if, when 
persons are aick, thej would in some 
way inform their pastor of it It should 
always be presumed of a minister of 
the gospel that he is ready to visit the 
sick. But how can he go unless he is 
in some way apprised of the illness of 
those who need his counsel and his 
prayers 1 The* sick iend for their fa- 
mily physician ; why should they pre- 
sume that their pastor will know of 
their illness any more than that their 
physician willl 1 And let them pray 
over him. With him, and for him. 
A man who is sick is often little capa- 
ble of praying himself; and it is a pri- 
vilege to have some one to lead his 
thoughts in devotion. -Besides, the 
prayer of a good roan may be of avait 
in restoring him to health, ver. 15. 
Prater is always one important means 
of obtaining the divine favour, and 
there is no place where it is more ap- 
propriate than by the bed-side of sick- 
ness. ThlLt relief from pain may be 
granted ; that the mind may be calm 
and submissive; that the medicines 
employed - may be blessed to « restora- 
tion to health ; that past sins may be 
forgiven ; that he who is sick may b? 
sanctified by his trials ; that he may 
be restored to health, o^ prepared for 
his < last change* — all these are subjects 
of prayer which we feel to be appro- 
priate in such a case, and every- sick 
man should avail himself of the aid of 
those who < have an interest at the 
throne of grac^' that they may be ob- 
tained. IT Anointing him ^with oil. 
Oil, or unguents of various Idnds, were 
much used among the ancients, both 
in health and in sickness. The oil 
which was commonly employed was 
olive oil. See Notes on Isa. i. 6. Ltike 
X. 34. The custom of anointing the 
rick with oil still prevails in the East, 
for It is believed to have medicinal or 



. 15 And the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord 



healing properties. Niebuhr (Beschr- 
ieb. von Arabien, s. 131) says, <The 
soiuthern Arabians believe that to an- 
oint with oil strengthens tbei'body, and 
s^curea it against the oppressive heat 
of Hhe suii, as they go nearly naked. 
They believe that the oil closes the 
pores of the skin, and thus prevents 
the effect of the excessive heat by which 
the body is so much viFeakened; per- 
haps also they regard it as contributing 
to beauty, by giving the skin a glossy 
appearance. I myself frequently have 
observed that the sailors in the ships 
from'Dsjidda and Loheia, as well as 
the common Arabs in Tehama, an- 
ointed their bodiM with oil, in order to 
guard themselves against the beat. 
The Jews in Mocha assured Mr. For- 
skal, that the Mohammedans as well 
as the Jews, in Sana, ^hen they were 
sic)c, were accuatomed to anoint the 
body with oil.' RosenmUlier, Morgen- 
land, in loc. If In the name of the 
Lord. By the authority or direction 
of the Lord ; or as an act in aceofd- 
antie with his will, and that will meet 
with his approbation. When -we do 
any thing that tends to promote virtue, 
to alleviate misery^ to instruct igno^ 
ranee, to save Ufe, or to prepare others 
for heaven, it is right to feel that 
we are doing it in the name of the 
Lord.' Gomp. for such uses of the 
phrase * in the name of the Lord,' and 
* in my name,' Matt. x. 22 ; xviii. 5,20 ; 
Xix. 29 ; xxiv. 9. Mark ix. 41 ; xiii. 13. 
Luke xxi. 12, 17. Rev. ii. 3. Col. iii. 
17. There is no reason to think that 
the phrase is used here to denote any 

reui!kir religious rite or < sacrament' 
was to be done in the name of the 
Lord, as any other good deed is. 

1 6. And the prayer offidth* The 
prayer offered in feitb, or in the exer- 
cise of confidence in God. It is not 
said that the particular form of the faith 
exercised shall be. that the aick men 
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will certainly recover ; bot there Is to 
be unwavering eonfidenoe in Qod, a 
belief that he will do what ia beat, 
and a cheerful committing of the iSauae 
into his hatida. We expreea our ear-' 
nest wiah, and leave the case witbshim. 
The prayer of faith is to^ccompany 
the ase of nieana» for all meana would 
be inefiEectnal without the blessing of 
God. IT SKaU tote the tick, and the 
Lord 8haU raise him up. This must 
be underrtood, as such promises ar6 
everywhere, with this restrietioq, that 
they wiH be restoved Co health if it shall 
be the will of God ; if he shall deem it 
for the beirt. It cannot be taken in the 
absolute and unconditional sense, for 
then, if these means were used, the 
sick person would always recover, no 
matler how often he might be sick, and 
he need never die. The detiigh is to 
encourage them to the use of these 
^ means with a strong hope that it would 
be efiectual* It may fairly be inferred 
from this statement (1.) That there 
would be cases, in large numbers, where 
these means would be attended with 
this happy result ; and (2.) That there 
was so ^much encouragement to do it 
that it would be proper' in any case of 
sickness to make use of these means. 
It may be added that no one can de- 
monstrate that this promise has not 
been in numerous instances fulfilled. 
There are instances, not a few, where 
recovery, from sickness seema to be in 
direct answer to prayer, and no one 
can prove that it is not so. Compare 
the case of Hezekiah, in Isa. xzxviii. 
I — 6. IT And if he have committed 
sins, they shall he forgiven him. Per- 
haps there may be a particular allusion 
here to sins which may have brought 
on the sickness as a punishment. In 
that 'Case the removal of the ^sease in 
answer to prayer would be an evidence 
that the sin was pardoned. Comp. 
Matt. ix. 2. But the promise may be 



have committed sins^ they shall 
be forgiven him. 



understood in a more general sense as 
denoting that such sickness would be 
the means of bringing the sins of the 
past life to remembrance, especially if 
the one who was sick had been unfiuth* 
fol to hia Christian vows; and that the 
sickness in connection with the prayers 
offered would bring him to true repent 
ance, and would recover him from hia 
wanderings. On backaliding and err- 
ing Christiana sickness often has this 
effect, and the subsequent life is so d^ 
voted and consistent as to show that 
the past unfaithfulness of him who has 
been afflicted is forgiven. 

This passage (ts. 14, 16) Is import- 
ant not only for the counsel which it 
gives to the sick, bot because It has 
been employed by the Roman Catholic 
communion as almoat the only portion 
of the Bible referred to to sustain one 
of the peculiar rites of their religion— 
that of •extreme unction'— a < sacra- 
ment,' as they-suppose, to be adminis- 
tered to those who are dying. It is of 
importance, therefore, to ipquire more 
particularly intd its meaning. There 
can be bot three views taken of the 
passage ; I. That it refers to a mint- 
eulotu healing by the apostles, or by 
other early ministers of religion who 
were endowed with the power ef heal- 
ing diseases in this manner. This 
is the interpretatioif of Doddridge^ 
Macknight, 9enson^ and others. But 
to this view the objections seem to me 
to be^insoperable : (a) Nothing of this 
kind is said by the apostle, and this ie 
not necessary to be supposed in order 
to a fair interpretation of the passage. 
(6) The reference, as already observedi 
is clearly not to the apoatleSf but to the 
ordinary officers of the church, for such 
a reference would be naturally under- 
stood by the word presbyters ,• and to 
suppose thai this refers to miracle^ 
would be to suppose that this was a 
common endowment of the ordinary 
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mioisten of religion. But there was 
no promise of this, and there is no evi- 
dence that they possessed it. In regard 
to the extent of the promise, "they 
shall lay hands on the sick and 'they 
shall reoevffi " see Notes on Mark xvL 
17, 18. (c) If this referred to the 
powef of wiMrkifig miracles, and if the 
promise^vas absolute, then death would 
not have occurmd at all among the 
early disciples. It would haVe been 
easy to secure a restoration- to health 
'in any instance where a minister, of 
religion was at hand. II. It is sup- 
posed by the Roman Catholics to give 
sanction to the practice of < extreme 
unction/ and to prove that this was 
practisi^ in the primitive church. But 
the objections to this are still more ob- 
vious : (a) It was not to be performed 
at death, or in the immediate prospect 
of death, but in sickness at any time. 
There is no hint that it was to.be only 
when the patient was past all hope of 
recovery, or in view of the fact that he 
was to die. .But < extreme unction,' 
from its v^ry nature, is fb be practised 
only ^eie ttie patient is past all hope 
' of recovery! (^) It was not with a view 
to hi* deatK, bat to his Uving^ that it 
was to be practised at all. Xt was not 
that lie might be prepared to ijHe^ but 
that he might be iwtored to health — 
.<( and tbtf pnyer of faith shall save the 
flick, amd the Lord shall raise him up" 
But * extreme unction' can be with no 
such refereice and no such hope. It 
is only with the expectation that the 
patient is about to die; and if there 
were any expectation that he would 
be rused up even by this ordinance, it 
could not be administered as * extreme 
unction.' (j^ The ordinance practised 
iM * extreme unction' is a Vite wholly 
unauthorized in the Scriptures, unless 
it be by tUis'pnsage, There are in- 
[stances indeed of persons being em- 
bafmed after death ; H was a fact also 
tiiat the Saviour said of Maiy, when 
•h« poured' ointment on his body, that 
•fa* < did St fia^ his burial,' or with re- 



ference to his burial (Notes, Matt xxvi. 
12) ; but the Saviour did not say that 
it was with reference to his death, or 
was designed. in any way to preparo 
him to die, nor is there any instance in 
the Bible ia which such a rite is men- 
tioned. The ceremony of extreme unc- 
tion has its foundation in two things: 
first, in superstition, in the desire of 
something that shall operate as a charm, 
or that shall possess physical efficiency 
in calming the apprehensions of a trou- 
bled co&acience, and" in preparing the 
guilty to die ; and, second, in the fact 
ttl^ it gives immense power to the 
priesthood. Nothing is better adapted 
to impart such power than a prevalent 
belief that a minister of religion holds 
in his hands the ability to alleviate the 
pangs of thO' dying, and to furnish a 
sure passport to a world of bliss. There 
\fi deep philosophy in that which has 
led to the belief of this doctrine, for 
the dying look around for consola- 
tion and support, and th4y grasp at 
any thing which will promise ease to 
a troubTed conscience, and the hope of 
heaven. Tho g«sp^. has made airang^- 
ownts to meet this state, of mind, in a 
bettejC way — ^in the evidence which the 
guilty may have that by repentance 
and faith their sins are blotCed out 
through the blood of the cross. III. The 
remaining supposition, therefore, and, 
as it^seems to me, the true one, is, that 
the anointyig.with oil was, in accord- 
ance with a common ciistom* regarded 
as medicinal, and that a blessing was 
to be invoked on this as a means of 
restoration to health. Besides what 
has been already said,, the following 
suggestions may be made in addition : 
(a) This was, as we have seen, a com- 
mon usage in the East, and is to this 
day. (6) This interpretation meets all 
that is demanded to a fair understand- 
ing of what is said by the. apostle, (c) 
Every thing thus directed is rational 
and proper. . It is proper to call in the 
ministers of religion in time of sick- 
ness, and to ask their counsels and 
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to another^ and pray one to an- 



their prayen. It U proper to make 
use of the ordineiy meani of reetora- 
tion to health. It wai proper then, as 
it is now, to do this < in the name of 
the Lord ;' that is, belieTing that it is 
in aecordanc6 with his benevolent ar- 
rangements, and making use of means 
which lie has appointed. And it was 
proper then, as it is now, haying made 
use of thoee means, to implora tlie di- 
"vine blessing on them, and* to feel that 
their efficacy depends wholly on him. 
Tbos nsed, there was ground of hope 
and- oi faith in regard to the seeovety 
of the. so&rer ; and no one can show 
that in thousands of instaneis in the 
apostles' day, and since, the prayer of 
faith, accompanying the proper jise of 
means, may not have raised np those 
who were on the borders of the grave, 
and who hut for theie means would 
have died. 

16. Confess your fautts one to oft- 
(dhtr. This seems primafily to refer 
to those who were mk, sinM it is add- 
ed, * thai ye may be healed,^ The Jhir 
interpretation is, that it might be sup- 
posed that such exmfenkn would coo* 
Htribttte to a restoration to health. The 
case supposed all along here (see ver. 
15) is, that the sickness referred to had 
been brought upon the patient for his 
sins, apparently as a punishment for 
some particular transgressions. Com p. 
Notes on 1 Cor. xi. 30. In- such a 
case, it is said that if those who were 
sick would make confession of their 
sins, it would, in connection with 
prayer, be an important means of resto- 
ration to health. The duty inculcated, 
and which is equally binding on all 
now,- is, that if we are sick, and are 
conscious that we iiaye injured any 
persons, to make confession to thei^.. 
This indeed is a duty at all times, but 
in health it is often neglected, and there 
is a apecial propriety that^ such confee- 
sion should be made when we are sick. 
10 



The particular reason for doing it which 
is here specified is, that it would con- 
tribute to a restoration to health-— < that 
ye may be healed.' In ^e case speci- 
fied, this might be supposed to eontri- 
bute to a restoration to health from one 
of two causes : (1.) If the sickness ha4 
been brought upon them as a special 
act of divine visitatioii for sin, it might 
be hoped that when the oonfession wai 
made the hand of God woul<f be with- 
drawn ; or (2.) In any case, if thr mind 
was troubled by^ the recollection of 
•guilt, it might be hoped that the -calm- 
ness and peace resulting frodi^ confes- 
sion would be fovourable to a restora- 
tion to health. The former case would 
of course be mora applicable to the 
times of th« apostle* ; tlie latter would 
pertain to all times. Disease is often 
greatly aggravated by the trouble of 
mind which anises from conscious guilt, 
and in such a case nothing will contri- 
bute more directly to recovery than the 
restoration of peace to the soul agitated 
by guilt, and by the dreaJ of a judg- 
ment to come. This iDay be secured 
by eon/bnon-r* confession made first 
to God, and then to (hose w||o are 
wronged. It msf be added that this 
is a duty to which we are prompted by 
the very nature of our fettingH when 
we are sick, and by the fact that no 
one is willing to die with.guilt on his 
conscience; without having done every 
thing that he can to be at peace with all 
the world. This passage is one on which 
Roman Catholics re^ to demonstrate 
the propriety of t^aurietilar confession,* 
or confession made to a priest with a 
view to an absolution of sin. The 
doctrine which is hfeld on that point is, 
that it is a dutj to canfess to a priest, 
at cei^in seasons, a/f our sins, secret 
and open, of which we have been 
guilty ; all «ar knpn^r thoughts, da- 
sires, words a^d actions ; and that) the 
priest has power to denKare on pi«h 
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otber^ that ye maf be heafed. 

aPs. 145. 19. 



eonfession that the sins are forgiven. 
But never was any text lets pertinent 
to prove a .doctrine than this passage 
to demonstrate that. For (1.) The 
confession here enjoined is not to be 
made by a person in health, that he 
may obtain salvation, bat by a sick 
person, that he may be heaied; (2.) 
As mutuai confession is here enjoined, 
a priest would be as much bound to 
confess to the people as the ^people to 
a priest ; (3.) No mention is made of 
a pri^t at all, or even of a minister of 
religion, as the one to whom the con- 
fession is to be made ; (4.) The con^ 
fession J-eferred to is for * faults' with 
reference to <one another;' that is, 
where one has injui^ another, and 
nothing is said of confessing faults 
to those, whom we have not idjured 
at all ; (6.) There is no mention here 
of abtolutUm either by a priest or any 
other person; (6.) If ahy thing is 
meant by absolatum that is scriptural, 
it may as well be pronounced by one 
person as another ; by a li^man as. a. 
clergyman. All that it can mean is, 
that God promises pardon to those who 
are truly penitent,' and this fact may 
as well be stated by 'one persoq as an- 
other. No priest, nd man v^hatever, is 
empowered to say to another either 
that he is truly penitent, or to forgive 
sin. (Who can forgive sins but God 
only V None but. he whose lawhas 
been violated, or who has been wronged, 
can pardon an offence. No third pen- 
son can forgive a sin which a man has 
committed against a neighbour ; no one 
bat a parent can pardon the offences 
of which his own children have been 
guilty towards him ; and who can put 
himself in the place of God,. and pre- 
sume to pardon the sins which his^ 
creatures have committed against him ? 
(7.) The practice of (auricular confes- 
sion' is < evil, and only evil, and that 



The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much. " 



continually.' Nothing gives so much 
power to a priesthood as the suppo- 
sition that they have the power of 
absolution. Nothing serves so much 
to pollute the soul as to keep impure 
thoughts before the mind long enough 
to mak^ the confession, and to siaie 
them- in words. Nothing gives a man 
so much power over a female as to 
have it supposed .that it is required by 
religion, an^ appertains to the sacred 
office, that all that' passes ia the mind 
should be disclosed to him. Hie thought 
which but for the necessity of confeft- 
siop would have vanished at once ; the 
image which would bavo departed as 
soon as it came before the mind but 
for the necessity of retaining it to make 
confession — these are the things over 
which a man would seek to have con- 
ttol, and to which he would desire to 
have access, if he wished to accomplish 
purposes of villany. The very thing 
which a sedpeer would desire would 
be the power of knowing all the 
thoughts of his intended victim ; and 
if the thoughts which pass through 
the soul could be knoum,virtue would 
be safe nowhere* Nothing probably 
under the name of religion has ever 
done more to corrupt the morals ot a 
community than the practice of 'auricu- 
lar confession. 1 And pray for one 
another. One for the other ; mutually. 
Those who have done injury, and those 
who are injure<l, should pray for each 
other. The apostle does not seem here, 
as in VI!. l4, 16, .to refer particularly to 
the prayers of the ministers of religion, 
or the elders of the churchy bat refers 
to it as a duty appertaining to -all 
Christians. ^ TTud ye may ^ healed. 
Not with reference to death, and there* 
fore not relating to < extreih6 unction,' 
but in ord^ that the sick may be re- 
stored again to health. This is said 
in oonnectiOii with the duty of eoftfea* 



A.D.6a] 



CHAPTiat ▼• 



111 



tibfi, w well M prayer^ and it seems 
to be implied that both might contri- 
bute to a restoration to health. Of the 
way in which prayer would do this, 
thefe can be no doubt, for all healing 
comes from )jiod, and it u reasdnable 
to suppose that this might be bestowed 
m answer to prayer. Of the way in 
which eonfunan might do this, see the 
remarks already madft We should 
iw deciding without evidence if we 
•honld say that sickness nerer comes 
no^ as a particular judgment for some 
forms of sin, and thUt it might not be 
removed if the suflforing offender would 
make full confession to God, or to him 
whom he has wronged, and should re- 
solve to oflfend no more. Perhaps this 
is, oftener than we suppose, one of the 
methods which Ood takes to bring his 
ofiending and backsliding children back 
to himself, or to warn and reclaim the 
guilty. When, after being laid on a 
bed of pain, his children are led to re- 
flect on their violated vows and their 
unfaithfulness,- and resolve to' sin no 
more, they are raised up again to health, 
and made aminently useful to the 
chureh. So calamity, by disease or in 
other forms, often comes upon the vi- 
cious and- the abandoned. They are 
led to reflection and to repentance. 
They resolve to reform, and the natural, 
effects of their sinful course are arrest- 
ed, and they become examples of virtue 
and useAilness in the world. ^ The 
effedual fervent prayer. The word 
effeehtal is not the most happy trans- 
lation here, since it seems to do 4ittle 
more than to state a truism^ — that a 
prayer which is effectual is aoaiUng — 
that is, that it U effectual. The Greek 
word (Ivspyov/ict^) would be better 
rendered by the word energetic^ which 
indeed is derived from it The word 
properly refers to that which has power ; 
which in its own nature is fitted to 
produce an effect. K is not so much 
that it actually doee produce an effect, 
as that it is yl^ed to do it. This is the 



kind of prayer Teferred to here. It is 
not listless^ indifierent, cold, lifeless, as 
if there were no vitality in it or power, 
but that which is adapted to be effi- 
cient—lamest, sincere, hearty, perse- 
vering. Tbtf e is but a single word in 
the original to answer to the translation 
effectual fervent, Macknight and Dodo 
dridge suppose that the reference is to 
a kind of prayer * inwrought by the 
Spirit,' or the • inwrmigM prayer ;f but 
the whole force of the original is ex- 
pressed by the word energetic, or ear- 
neet. ^ Of a righteous man. The 
quality on which the success of the 
prayer depends is not the talent, learn- 
ing, rank, wealth, or office of the man 
who prays, but the fact that he is a 
* righteous man ;' that is, a good man, 
and this may be found in the ranks of 
the poor as certainly as the rich ; among 
laymen as well as among the ministers 
of religion ; among slaves as well as 
amdbg their masters. IT Availeth much. 
iazvtt* Is strong; has efficacy; pre- 
vails. The idea of strength or power 
is that which enters into the word; 
strength that overcomes resistance and 
secures the object Comp. Matt vii. 
28. Aets xiz. 16. Rev. xii. ». It has 
been said that < prayer moves the arm 
that moves the work) ;' and if there is 
any thing that can prevail with God it 
is prayer-^bumble, fervebt, earnest pe- 
titioning. We have ^lo power to con- 
trol him ; we cannot dictate or prescribe 
to him; we cannot resist him in the 
execution of his purposss ; but we may 
isK him for what we desire, and he 
has ^adonsly said that such asking 
may effect much' for eur own good and 
the good of out fellow-men. Nothing 
has been more clearly demonstrated in 
the history of the world than that 
prayer is effectual in obtaining bless- 
ings from God, and in accomplishing 
great and valnsble purposes. It has 
indeed no intrinsic power, but God has 
graciously purposed that his favour 
shall be granted to those who call upon 
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not rain; and it rained not on 
the earth by the space of three 
years and six months. 

18 And he prayed again, * and 



hint^, and that wha| no mere human 
power ^can ^fiect should .be produced 
by his. power in answer to prayer. 

17. EUm, The common way of 
writing the word Elijah in • the New 
Testament. Matt. xi. 14 ; xvi. 14 ; 
xvii. 3> &c. IT Was a num subject to 
Uhe passions as we are. This does 
not. mean that Elijah was /^as^tona^e 
ill the sense in which that word is no^Tv 
commonly used; that 'is, that be was 
excitable or irritable, or that he was 
the victim of the same corrupt passions 
and propensities to which other men 
are subject, but that he was like affect- 
ed; that he was capable of suffering 
the same things, or^ being affected in 
the same manner. In other words, he 
was a mere man, subject to the same 
weaknesses and infirmities as other 
men. Gomp. Notes on Acts xiv. 16. 
The apostle is illustrating the efficacy 
of prayer. In doing this he refers to 
an uhdoubted case where prayer had 
such efficacy. But to this it might be 
objected that Blijah was a distinguished 
prophet, and that it was reasonable* to 
suppose that his prayer would be heard. 
It might be said that his example 
could not be adduced to prove that the 
prayers of those who were not favoured 
with such advantages would be h^^rd, 
and especially that it could not be ar- 
gued from his case that the prayers of 
the ignorant, and of the weak, and of 
children and of servants, would be an- 
swered. To meet this, the apostle says 
that he was a mere man; with the 
same natural propensities and infirmi- 
ties as other men, and that therefore 
his case is one which should encourage 
all to pray. It was an instance of the 
efficacy of prayer^ and not an illustra- 
tion of the power of a prophet* IT And 
he prayed earnestly. Gr. < He prayed 



uHth prayer* — a Hebraism to denote 
that he prayed earnestly. Gomp. Luke 
xxif. ] 6. This manner of speaking is 
common in Hebrew^ Gomp. 1 $am. 
XX vi. 25i. Ps. cxviii. 18. Lam. i. 2. 
The reference her^ is undoubtedly to 
1 Kings xvii. 1. In that place, how- 
ever, it is not said that Elijah prayed^ 
but that he said, *< As the Lord God of 
Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these three 
years but according to my wor^." 
Either James interprets this as a prayer, 
because it could be accomplished only 
by prayer, or he states what had been 
handed down by tradition as the. way 
in which the miracle was effected. 
There can be 4)0 reasonable doubt that 
prayer was employed in the case, for 
even the miracles of the Saviour were 
accomplished in connection with prayer. 
John xi. 41, 42. ^^That it might not 
rain^ Not to gratify any. private xe- 
sentment of his, but as a punishment 
on the land for the idolatry which pre- 
vailed in the time of Ahabt Famine 
was one of the principal methods by 
which God puniihed bi% people for 
their sins. 1 And it rained not >oii 
the earth.' On the Dind of Palestine, 
for so the word earth is frequently un- 
derstood in the Bible. See Notes on 
Luke ii. 1. There ^is no reason to 
suppose thft the faipine extended be- 
yond the country that was subject to 
Ahab. ^ By the space. For the. time. 
IT Of three years and six months. See 
this explained in the Notes on Luke 
iv. 25. Gomp., Lightfoot, Hors He- 
braicffi, on Luke iv. 25. > -^ 

18. And he prayed again. The 
allusion here seems to be to 1 Kings 
xviii. 42, 45, though it is not expressly- 
said there that i\e prayed. Perhaps it 
might be fairly gathered from the nar- 
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the heaven g^re rain^ and the 
earth brought .forth her fruit. 
19 Brethren, if any of you do 

aMat.l&15. 



ratWe that he did pray, or at least that 
would he the presumption, for he pot 
himself into a natural attitude of prayer. 
M He cast himself down Upon the earth, 
and put his face between hisjcnees." 
1 Kings xviiL 42. fn such circum- 
stances it is to be fairly presumed that 
•ach a man would pray ; but it is re- 
ibarkable that it is not expressly men- 
tioned, and quite as remarkable thtft 
James should have made bis argument 
turn on a thing Which is not expressly 
mentioned, but which seems to have 
been a matter of inference. It seems 
probable to me, therefore, that there 
was some tradition on which he relied, 
of that it was a common interpretation 
of the passage in 1 Kings, that Elijah 
prayed earnestly^ and that this was 
generally believed by those to whom the 
apostle wrote. Of the fad that Elijah 
was a man of prayer, no one could doubt ; 
and in these circumstances the treditioii 
and common belief were sufficient to 
justify the argument which is employed 
here, t And the heaven gave rain. 
The clouds gave rain. •< The heaven 
was black with clouds and wind, and 
thera was a great rain.'' 1 Kings xviii. 
45. If And the earth brought forth 
her fruit. The famine ceased, and the 
land again became productive. The 
case referred to here was indeed a mi^ 
racle, but it was a case of the power 
of prayjtr, and therefore fo the point. 
If God would work a miracle in answer 
to prayer, it is reasonable to prosume 
that he will bestow upon Us the bless- 
ings which we need in the same way. 
19. Brethren^ if any of you do err 
from the truth. Either doctrinally 
and speculatively, by embracing error ; 
or practically, by falling into sinful 
practices. Either of these may be 
called * erring from the truth,' because 
they are contrary to what the truth 
10* 



err from the truth, and one ' 
convert bim, 

20 Let him know, that lie 
which converteth the sinner from 



teaches and raquir«s. What is here 
said does not appear to have any con- 
nection with what precedes, but the 
apostle seems to have supposed that 
such a case might occur ; and, in the 
conclusion of the epistle, he called their 
attention to the importance of endea- 
vouring to save ah erring brother, if 
such an instance should happen. The 
exhortation would be proper in address- 
ing i letter to any church, or in pub- 
licly addressing any congregation. 
1 And one convert him. This does 
not mean convert him a$ a sinner, or 
regenerate him, but turn him from the 
error of his way ;. bring him back from 
his wanderings ; re-establish him in the 
truth, and in the practice of virtue and 
religion. So far as. the word used here 
is concerned (itttafoi-^), he who had 
erred from the truth, and who was to 
be converted, may have been a true 
Christian before. The word means 
simply to turn — sc, from his way of 
error. See Notes on Luke xxii. 3S. 
• SO. Let' him know. Let him who 
converts the other know for his en- 
couragement. H That he which con* 
verteth the sinner from the error of his 
way. Any sinner ; any one* who has 
done wrong. This is a general princi- 
ple applicable to this case and to all 
othera of the eame kind. It is a uni- 
veraal truth (hat he who turns a sinner 
from a wicked path does a work which 
is acceptable to God,^and which will in 
some way receive tokens of his appro- 
bation. Corop. Deut. xii. 3. No work 
which man can perform is more ac- 
ceptable to God ; none will be followed 
with higher rewards. In the language 
which is used here by the apostle^ it is 
evidently intended not to deny that sue- 
cess in converting a sinner, or in reclaim- 
ing one from the error of his ways, is to 
be traced tb'the grace of God* but the 
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apostle here refers onty to the divine 
feeling towards the individual who 
shall attempt it, and the rewards which 
he may hope to receive. The reward 
bestowed, the good intended and done, 
would be the same as if the individual 
were able to do the work himself God 
approves and ioyes his aims and efforts, 
though the success is ultimately to be 
traced to himself. ^ Shall save a soul 
from decUh. It has been doubted 
whether this refers to his own soul, or 
to the soul of him who is converted. 
Several manuscripts, and the Vulgate, 
Syriac, Arabic, and Coptic versions, 
here read, < his soul.' The most natu- 
ral interpretation of the passage is, to 
refer it to the soul of the one converted 
rather than of him who converts him. 
This accords better with the uniform 
teaching of the New Testament, since 
it is nowhere else taught that the me- 
thod of saving our souls is by convert- 
ing others ; and this interpretation will 
meet all that the scope of the passage 
demands. The object of the apostle is 
to present a motive for endeavouring 
to convert one whohas wandered away; 
and assuredly a sufficient motive for 
that is furnished in the fact that by 
this meana an immortal soul would be 
saved from eternal ruin. The word 
death here must refer to eternal death, 
or to future punishment. There is no 
other death which the soul is in danger 
of dying. The body dies and moulders 
away, but the soul is immortal. The 
apostle cannot mean that he would 
save th&soul from annihilation^ for it 
is in no danger of that This passage 
proves, then, tl^t there is^a death which 
the soul may die ; that there is a con- 
dition which may properly be called 
death as a consequence of sin ; and 
that the soul will suffer that unless it 
is converted. ^ And shail hide a mul^ 
titude of sins. Shall cover them over 
eo that they shall not be seen ; that is, 



soul from death, and shdl hide " 
a multitude of sins. 



they shall not be punished. This must 
mean either the sins which he has com- 
mitted who is thus converted and saved, 
or the sins of him who convei^ts hint. 
Whichever is the meaning, a (strong 
motive is presented for endeavouring 
to save a sinner from the error of his 
ways. It is not easy to determine 
which isLthe true sense. Expositon^ 
have been about equally divided respect- 
ing the meaning. Doddridge adopts 
substantially both interpretations, para- 
phrasing it, «not only procuring the 
pardon of those c(mimitted.% the con- 
vert, but also engaging God to look 
with greater indulgence on his owir 
character, and to be less ready to mark 
severely what he has done amiss." 
The Jews regarded it ^s a meritorious 
act to turn a sinner fi^om the error of 
his Ways, ai^d it is possible that James 
may have had some of their inaxtins in 
his «ye. Comp. Clarke, in loc. Though 
it may not be possible to determine 
with certdnty whether the apostle here 
refers jo &e sins of him who converts 
another, or of him who is converted, 
yet it seems to me that the reference is 
probably to the latter, for the following 
reasons: (1.) Such an interpretatioa 
will meet all that is fairly implied in 
the language. (2.) This interpretation 
will furnish a strong motive for what 
the apostle expects us to do. The 
motive presented is, according to this, 
that sin will not be punished. But 
this is always a good motive for put- 
ting forth efforts in the cause of religion, 
and quite as poiverfnl when drawn 
from our doing good to others, as when 
applied to ourselves. (3.) This is a 
safe interpretation ; the other is at- 
tended with danger. According to 
this, the effort would be one of pure 
benevolence, and there would be no 
danger of depending on what we do 
as a ground of acceptance with God. 
The other r interpretation would seem 
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to teach that our rint migbt be forgi?en 
OD lonie other groimd than that of the 
atouemeot — ^by Tirtoe of aome act of 
our own* And (4.) There might be 
danger, if it be luppoaed that thia refers 
to the hex that our aina are to be co- 
hered op by thia act, of soppoeing that 
bj endnvoariBg |o convert other* we 
■ay live in ain with impunity ; that 
howerer we live we shall be safe if we 
kad othera to repentance and salvation. 
If the motive be the simple desire to 
hide the sins of others ; to procure their 
pardon; to save a soul from death 
witi^out any supposition that by that 
we are making an atonement &r our 
own sins, it ia a good one, a safe one. 
But if the idea is that by this act we 
are making some atonement for our 
own ofien<$es, and that we may thus 
work out a righteousness of our own, 
the idea is one that is every way dan- 
gerous to the great doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith, and is contrary to the 
whole teaching of the Bible. For these 
reasons it seems to me that the true 
interpretation is, that the passage refers 
to the sins of others, not our own ; and 
that the simple motive hiere presented 
is, that in this way we may save a ftl- 
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bw sinner from beuig punished for hia 
sbs. It may be added, in the conclu* 
sion of th9 Notes on this epistle, that 
this motive is one which is sufficient 
to stimulate ua to great and conatant 
efforts to save others. Sin is the 
source of aH the evil in the univerae, 
and the great object whiefa a benevo- 
lent heart ought to have should be that 
its desolating eflbcts may be stayed : 
that the ainner may be pardoned ; and 
that the guilty soul may be aaved from 
its coosequences in the future world. 
This is the design of God in the plan 
of redemption ; this waa the object of 
the Saviour in giving himself to die ; 
this is the purpose of the Holy Spirit 
in renewing and sanctifying the soul ; 
and this is the great end of all those 
acts of divine providence by which the 
sinner is warned and turned to God. 
When we come to die, as we shall 
sAon, it will give us more pleasure to 
be able to recollect that we have been 
the means of saving one soul from 
death, than to have enjoyed all the 
pleasures which sense can furnish, or 
to have gained all the honour and wealth 
which the world can give. 
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The first epUtle of Peter has never beea doubted to be the production of the 
apostle of that name. While there were doubts respecting the genuineness of 
the second epistle (see Intro, to that epistle, § 1), the unvarying testimony ^f his- 
tory, and the uniform belief of the. church, ascribe this epistle to him. Indeed, 
there is no ancient writing whatever of which there is more certainty in. regard 
to the authorship. 

The history of Peter is so fiilly detailed in the New Testament, that it is not 
necessary to go into any extended statement of his biography in order to an 
exposition of bis epistles. No particular light would be reflected on them 
from the details of }^a Ufe ; and in order, therefore, to thpir exposition, it is 
not necessar^^ to have any farther information of him than what is contained in 
the New Testament itsejf. Those who may vrjah to obtain all the knowledge 
'of his life which can now be had, may find ample details in Lardner, vol. vi. 
pp. 303-^254, ed. London, 1829 ; Koppe, Proleg. ; and Bacon's Lives of the 
Apostles, pp; 48 — 286. There are some questions, however, which it is im- 
portant to consider in order to an intelligent understanding of his epistles. 

§ 1. T%e persona to whom tkefint Epistle was addrested. 

This epistle purports to have been addressed «to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Gralatia, Gappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia." All these were 
provinOBs of Asia Minor, and there is no difiicufty, therefore, in regard to the 
plaees^hete those to whom the epistle was written resided. The only ques- 
tion is, who they were who are thus designated as « strangers scattered abroad,' 
or sframgers of the dispersion (HofaHtBrnw^ iuusHopai). Comp. Notes on ch. 
i. L In regard to this, various opinions have been held. 

(1.) That tliey were native- born Jews, who had been converted to the Chria- 
tian faith. Of this opinion were Eusebius, Jerome, Grotius, Beza, Mill, Cave, 
and others. The principal a>gument for this opinion is, the appellation given 
to them, ch. i. 1, < strangers scattered abroad,' and what is said in ch. iL 9 ; iii. 
6, which it is supposed is language which would be applied only t6 those of 
Hebrew extraction. 

(2.) A second opinion has been that the persons to whom it was sent were 
all of Gentile origin. Of this opinion were Procopius, Gassiodorus, and more 
recently Wetstein. This belief is founded chiefly on such passages as the fol- 
lowing, eh. i. 18 ; ii. 10; iv. 3, which are supposed to show that they who 
were thus addressed were formerly idolaters, 
(cxvi) 
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(3.) A third opinion has b«en that they were Gontikf by larth, bat had been 
Jewish proeelytes, or • Proaelytes of the Gate,' and had then been contorted to 
Christianity. Tbia sentiment was defended by Michaelis, chiefly on the ground 
that the phrase in eh. i. 1, < strangers of the dispernon/ when followed by the 
name of a heathen country or people, in the genitive case, denotes the Jews 
who were ditpersed there, and yet that there is evidence in the efnstle that they 
were not native-born Jews. 

(4.) A fourth opinion has been that the persons referred to were not Jews in 
general, hot those of the ten tribes who had wandered from Babylon and the 
adjacent regions into Asia Minor. This opinion b mentioned by Michaelis a« 
having been entertained by some persons, but no Teasons are assigned for it 

(5.) A fifth opinion has been that the persons referred to were Christians^ 
converted from both Jews and Gentiles, with no particular reference to their 
extraction ; that there were those among them who had been converted from 
the Jews, and those who had been Gentiles, and that the apoetle addresses them 
09 Christianf, though employing language such ss the Jews had been accus- 
tomed to when speaking of those of their own taation who were scattered abroad. 
This is the opinion of Lardner, Estius, Whitby, Wolfius, and Doddridge* 

That this last opinion is the correct one, seems to me to be clear from the 
epistle Itself. Nothing isan be plamer than that the apostle, while in the main 
he addresses Christiaos as such, whether they had been Jews or heathen, yet 
occasionally makes such allusions, and uses such language, as to show that he 
had his eye, at one time, on some who had been Jews, and again on some who 
had been pagans. This is clear, I think, from the following considerations x 

1. The address of the epistle is general, not directed particularly either to the 
Jews or to the Gentiles. Thus in ch. v. 14, he says, ** Peace be with you all 
that are in Christ Jesus." Prom this it would seem that the epivtle was ad« 
dressed to att true Christians in the region designated in ch. i. U But ne one 
can doubt that there were Christians there who had been Jews, and also those 
who had been Crentiles. The samo' thing is apparent from the second epistle, 
Ibr it is certain from 2 Pet iii. 2, that the second epistle was addressed to the 
same persons as the first But the address in the second epistle is to Christians 
residing in Asia Minor, without particular reference to their origin. Thds in 
ch. i. 1, " To them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the 
righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" The same thing is fippa> 
rent also from the address of tha firat epistle ; ** To the elect strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus," dec That is, * to the strangera of the dispersion who are 
chosen, oV who are true Christians, scattered abroad.' The term « elect' is one 
which would apply to all who were Christians ; and the phrase * the strangers 
of the dispersion,' is that which one who had been educated as a Hebrew would 
be likely to apply to those whom he regarded as the people ef God dwelling 
out of Palestine. The Jews were accustomed to use this expression to denote 
their own people who were dispersed among the Gentiles^ and nothing would 
be more natural than that one who had been educated as a Hebrew and then 
converted to Christianity, as Peter had been, should apply this phrase indiscri- 
nninately to Christians living out of Paleslme. See the Notes on the passage. 
These considerations make it clear that in writing this epistle he had reference 
to Christians tu auch, and meant that all who were Christians in the parts of 
Asia Minor vrtiich he mentions (ch. i. 1), should regard the epistle as addressed 
to them. Yet, ' ^ . 

%. There are some aUnsions in4he epistle which look as if a part ctf them at 
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least had been Jews before their convenrion, or surh as a Jew woold better dd- 
derstand than a Gentile would. Indeed, nothifi^ ia more probable than that 
there were Jewish converts in that region. We know that there were many 
Jews in Asia Minor, and from the Acts of the Apostles it is morally certain 
that not a few of them had been convertfd to the Christian faith under the la- 
bours of Paul. Of the allusions of the kind referred to in the epistle, the fol- 
lowing inay be taken as specimens : " But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people." ch. ii. 9. This is such language 
as was commonly used by the Jews when addressing their own countrymen as 
the people of God, and would seem to imply that to some of those at least to 
whom the epistle was addressed, it was language .which :wouId be familiar. 
See also ch. iii. 6. It should b^! said, however, that these passages are not 
positive proof that any among 'them were Hebrew^. While it u true that 
It is such language as would be-naturaHy employed in addressing those who 
were, and while it supposes an acquaintance among them with the Old Tes- 
tament, it is also true that it is such language as^ one who bad himself been 
educated as an Hebrew would hot unnaturally 6mploy when addressing any 
whom her regarded as the people of God. 

3. The passages in the epistle which imply that many of those to whoni it 
was addressed had been Gentiles or idolaters, are still more clear. Such pas- 
sages are the following : « As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves ac- 
cording to your former lusts in your ignorance.'' ch. i. 14. « This," says Dr. 
Lardner, « might be very pertinently said to men converted iirom Gentilism to 
Christianity ; but no such thing id' -ever' said by the apostles coQcehiing the 
Jewish people who had been favoured with the divine revelation, and had the 
knowledge of the true God." So in ch. iL 9, Peter speaks of them as ** having 
been called out of daritness into marvellous light." The word ^darkness' is ono 
which would tie naturally applied to those who had been heathens, but would 
not be likely to be applied to those who had had the knowledge of God as re- 
vealed in the Jewish Scriptures. So in ch. iu 10, it is eipressly said of them, 
<* which in time past was not a people, but are now the people of God"-^Ian- 
guage- which would not be applied to those who had been Jews. So also cl|. 
iv. 3^ « For the time past of our life may suffice' us to have wrought the will of 
the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusti^ ezceiss of wine, reveilings, 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries." Though the apostle here uses the 
word * us* grouping himself with them, yet it cannot be supposed that be means 
to charge himself with these things. It is a mild and gentle way of speech, 
adopted not to give offence, and is such language as a minister of the gospel 
would now use, who felt that he was himself a sinner, in addressing a church 
made up of many individuals. Though it might be true that he had not been 
guilty of the particular offences which he specifies, yet in speaking in tlie name 
of the church, he would use the term ive, and use it honestly and correctly^ It 
would be true that the church had been formerly guilty of these things ; and 
this would be a much more mild, proper, and effective method of address, than 
to say you. But the passages adduced here prove conclusively that some of 
those whom Peter addresses in the epistle had been formerly idolaters, and had 
been addicted to the sins which idolaters are accustomed to commit. 

These considerations make' it clear that the epistle was addressed to those 
Christians in general who were scattered throughout the various provinces of 
Asia Minor which are specified in ch. i. 1, whether they had been Jews or Gen- 
tiles. It is probable that the great body of them had been converted from the 
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b^lheDy though then were donbtlen Jewish eooTerUi intenningled with then, 
•lid Peter uses such IsDgaage as would be ufttural for one who had been a Jew 
himself ia addressing those whom he now regarded as the ohoeen of God. 

§ 2. T%e time and place of writing the Episik. 

On this point also there has been no little diversitj of opinioa. The only 
designation of the place where it was written wbieh oocurs in the epistle is in 
ch. T. 13 : « The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth 
you." From this it is clear that it was written at Baltylon, but still there has 
been no little difference of opinion as to what place is meant here by Babylon. 
Some haTO supposed that it refers tothe well-known place of that name on the 
Euphrates ; others to a Babylon situated in Lower Egypt ; others to Jerusalem 
or Some, represented as Babylon* The claimf of each of these places it ia 
proper to examine. The order in which this is done is not material. 

(1.) The opinion that the<Babjlon' mentioned in the epistle refers to a place 
of that name in Egypt, not ftr from Cairo. This opinion was held by Pearson 
and Le CJerc, and by most of the Coptic interpreters, who have endeavoured 
to Tindicate the honour of their own country, Egypt, as a place where one of 
the boohs of Scripture was composed. See Koppe, Prolog. 13. That there 
10119 such ft place in Egypt, there can be no doubt. It was a email town to the 
north-east of Cairo, where there was a stoong caatle in the time of Strabo (i. 17, 
p. 807), in which, under Tiberias,- there were quartered three Roman legiona, 
designed to keep the Egyptians in order. But there is little reason to suppose 
that there were many Jews there, or that a church was early collected there. 
The Jews would hsTO been little likely to resort td a place which was merely 
a Roman garrison, nor would the aposUee have beeq likely to go early to such 
a plaoe to preach the gospel Comp. Basnage, Ant. 36, num. xzvii. Aa Lard- 
ner well remarks, if Peter had written an epistle ftom^ Egypt, it would have 
been likely to have been from Alexandria. Besides, there is not for the first 
lour centuries, any notice of a church at Babylon in Egypt ; . a feet which can 
hardly be accouqted for, if it had been supposed that one of the sacred books had 
been composed there. Lardner, vol. vi. S66. It may be added, also» that aa 
there was another place <^ that name on the iBuphrates, a place much better 
known, and which vfould be naturally supposed to be the one referred to, it 
18 probable that if the epistle had been compoeed at the Babylon in Egypt, there 
would have been something said clearly to distinguish it. If the epistle waa 
written at the Babylon on the Euphrates, so well known was that place that no 
one would be Ukely to understand that the Babylon in Egypt was the place 
referred to ; on the other supposition, however, nothing would be more likely 
than that a mistake should occur. 

(2.) Others have supposed that Jerusalem is intended, tmd that the name was 
given to'it on account of its. wickedness^ and because it resembled Babylon. 
This was the opinion of Capellus, Spaoheim, Haxdooin,and some others. But 
the^ objections to. this are obvious: (1.) There is no evidence that the name 
Babylon was ever given to Jerusalem, or so given to it as to make it commonly 
understood that that was the place intended when the term was employed. If not 
so, its use would be likely to lead those^to whom the epistle was addressed into' 
a mistake. (3.) There is every reason to suppose that an apostle in writing a 
letter, if he mentioned the place ai all where it was written, would mention the 
real name. So* Paul uniformly does. (3.) The name Babylon is not one 
which an apostle would be likely to give to Jerusalem; certainly not aa the 
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name by which it was to be ikmiliarly kliowii. (4.) If the epistle had been 
Written there^ there is no conceivable r^tfon why the name of the place should 
not have been mentioned* 

(3.) Others have supposed that JRome is intended by the name Babylon. 
This was the opinion of many of the Fathers, and also of Bede, Valcsius, Gro- 
tius. Cave, Whitby, and Lar4ner. The principal reasons for this are, that sach 
is the testimony of Papias, Eusebius and Jerome ; and that at that time Baby- 
lon on the Euphrates was destroyed. See Lardner. But the objections to this 
Opinion seem to tee to be insuperable. ^1.) Therais no evidence that at that 
early period the name Babylon was given to Rome^nor were there «ny existing 
reasons why it should be. The namie is generally supposed to have been ap* 
plied to it by John, in the book of Revelation (ch. zvi. 19; zvii. 6; zviiL 10, 
21),. but this was probably long after this epistle was written, and for readons 
which did not exist in4he time of Peter. There is no evidence that it was 
givep familiarly to it in the time of Peter, or even at all until after bis death. 
Certain it is, that it was not given so familiarly to it that when the name 
Baby km was mentioned it would be generally understood that Rome was in- 
tended. But the only reason which Peter could have had for mentioning th« 
name Babylon at. all was to convey some definite and certain information to 
those to whom he wrote. (2.) As has been already observed, the apostles 
when they sent an epistle to the churches, and* mentioned a place as the one 
where the epistle was written, wertf accustomed to mention the real place. j[3.) 
It wduld be hardly consistent with the dignity of an apostle, or any grave writer, 
to make use of what would he regarded as a nickname^ when suggesting the 
name of the place where he then was. (4.) IfRome had bden meant, it^ould 
have been hardly respectful to iAe church there whioh saptihe salutation — "The 
church that is at Babylon, elected together with you" — to have given it this 
namf. Peter mentions the church with respect and kindness, end yet it 
would have been scarcely regarded as kind to mention it as a < church in 
Babyhn* if he used the term Babylon, as he must have done'on such a suppo- 
sition, 4o denote, a place of eminent depravity. (5.) The testimony of the Fa- 
thers on this subject does not demonstrate that Rome was Ihe place -intended. 
So far as appears from the extracts relied on by Lardner, they do not give ibis 
as htstoriecU testimony ,.but as their own interpretation^ and from any thing that 
appears,, we are as well qualified to interpret the word as they were. (6.) In 
regards to the objection that Babylon was at that time destroyed, it may be le. 
marked that this is true so far as the original splendour of the city was con 
cemed, but still there may have been a sufficient population there to have con- 
stituted a church. The destruction of Babylon' was gradual. It had not be- 
come ^n utter desert in the time of the apostles. In the first century of the 
Christian era a part of it w«s inhabited, though the greater portion of tto former 
site was a waste. See Notes on Isa. xiii. 19. Comp. Diod. Sic, ii. 27. All 
that time, there is no improbability in supposing that a Christian church may 
have existed there. It should be added here, howev^, that on the supposition 
that the word Babylon refers to Rome, rests nearly all the evidence which 
the Roman Catholics can adduce that the apostle Peter was ever at Rome al 
all. There is nothing else in the New Testament that furnishes the slightest 
proof that he ever was there. The only passage on which Bellarmine relies 
to show that Peter was at Rome, is the very passage now under consideration. 
•* That Peter was one time at Rome," he says, ** we show first fieom the testi- 
mony of Peler himself, who thus speak<Mt the end of bis first epistle : < The 
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drarola that » at Babjlon, alected tofetber with you, lalateth you*' " He does 
Dd preteod to cite any other etvideaee from Scripture than thia ; nor doee any 
other writer. 

(4.) There remaina the fourth opinion, that the well-known Babylon on the 
Euphratea waa the piaoe wheie the epiatle waa written. Thia waa the opinion 
of Eraamoa, Draaioa, Ltg^foot, Bengel, Wetatein» Baanage, Beauiobre, and . 
others. That thia ia the conect opioioa aeems to me to be clear from the fol- 
lowing conaiderationa : (a) It is the moat natural and obtioua interpretation. 
It iM that which would oooor to the great maas of the readera of the New Tea- ' 
lament now, and is that which would haTe been naturally adopted by those Co 
whom the epiatte waa aent The word Bain/Ion^ without something to give it 
a diflerent application, would haTO been understood anywhere to denote the 
well-known place on the Euphrates. (6) There is, as has been obserTod already, 
no improbability that there waa a Chriatian chnrch there, but there are several 
circumatanoea which render it probable that thia would be the case: (1.) Bab/. 
Ion had been an important place, and ita history was such, and its relation to 
the Jewa anch, as to make it probable that the attention of the apoatles would 
be turned to it (2.) The apostles, accordiog to aH the traditions whiob we 
have reapecting them, travelled eztenaively in the Eaat, and nothing would be 
more natural than that they ahould viait Babylon. (3.) There were' manj Jeafi 
of the captivity remaining in that region, and it would be in the highest degr^ 
probable that they would aeek to carry the goapel to their own countrymen 
there. See Koppe, Proleg, pp. 16— -18. Joa. Ant., B. zv., ch. ii, § 2 ; ch. iiL, 
§ 1. Philo. De Virtut., p. 687. 

Theae conaiderationa make it clear that the place where the epistle waa wri^ 
ten waa Babylon on the Euphrates, the place so celebrated in ancient aacredl 
and profane history. If this be the correct view, then this is a fact of much 
interest, aa showing that even in apoatolic times there was a true church io*a 
place once so distinguished for splendour and wickedneaa, and ao memorable for 
ita acta in oppressing the ancient people of Grod. Our information reapeetiag 
thia church, however, ceases here. We know not by whom it was founded ; 
we know not who were its paatora, nor do we know how long it aurvived. Aa 
Babylon, however, continued rapidly to decline, so that in the second century 
nothing remained but the walla (comp. Notes on Isa. ziii. 19), there is no rea- 
son to suppose that the church long eziated ihere. Soon the ancient city be- 
came a heap of ruins, and excepting that now ^nd then a Christian traveller or 
missionary has visited it, it is not known that a prayer has been offered there 
from generation to generation, or that amidat the desolationa there has been a 
single worshipper of the true God. See this subject examined at length in 
Bacon's Lives of the Apostles, pp. 268 — 263. 

In regard to the time when this fint epistle was written, nothing certainly 
can be determined. There are no marka of time in the epistle itself, and there 
are no certain data from which we can determine when it waa composed. 
Lardner supposes that it waa in the year 63, or 64, or at the latest, 65 ; Mi- 
chaelis, that it waa about the year 60. If it waa written at Babylon, it was 
probably some time between the year 58 and 61. The time ia net ihaterial, 
and it is impossible now to determine it. 

§ 3. 7%e characteristies of the First Epistle ofFeter. 

Jl.) The epistles of Peter are distinguished for great tendemeas of mannet, 
for bringing forward preminently the most consolatory parts of the geapeL 
11 
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He wrote to those who were in affliction ; he was himself an old man (2 Pet. 
i. 14) ; he expected soon to be with his Savioar ; he had nearly done with the 
conflicts and toils of life ; and it was natural that he should direct his eye on 
ward, and should dwell on those things in the gospel which were adapted to 
iupport and comfort the soul. There is, therefore, scarcely any part of the 
New Testament where the ripe and mellow Christian will find more that ia 
adapted to his matured feelings, or to which he will more naturally turn. 

(2.) There is great compactness and terseness of thought in his epistles. 
They seem to be composed of a succession of iextSi each one fitted to constitut« 
the subject of a discourse. There is more that a pastor would like to preach on 
in a course of expository lectures, and less that he would be disposed to pass 
over as not so well adapted to the purposes of public instruction, than in almost 
any other part of the New Testament. There is almost nothing that is local 
or of temporary interest ; there are no discussions about points pertaining to 
Jewish customs such as we meet with in Paul ; there is little that pertains par- 
ticularly to one age of the world or country. Almost all that he has written is 
of universal applicability to Christians, and may be read with as much interest 
and profit now by us as by the people to whom his epistles were addressed. 

(3.) There is evidence in the epistles of Peter that the author was well ac- 
quainted with the writings of the apostle Paul. See this 'point illustrated at 
length in Eichhorn, Einleitung in das Neue Tes. viii. 606 — 618, § 284, and 
Michaelis, Intro., vol. iv. p. 323, seq. Peter himself speaks of his acquaintance 
with the epistles of Paul, and ranks them with the inspired writings. 2 Pet. 
lii. 15, 16. "Even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom 
given unto him, hath written unto you ; as also in all his epistles, speaking in 
them of these things ; in which are some things hard to be understood, which 
they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, 
unto their own destruction." Indeed, to any one who will attentively compare 
the epistles of Peter with those of Paul, it will be apparent that he was ac- 
quainted with the writings of the apostle of the Gentiks, and had become so 
femiliar with the modes of expression which he employed that he naturally fell 
into it. There is that kind of coincidence which would be expected when one 
was accustomed to read what another had written, and when he had great re- 
spect for him, but not that when there was a purpose to borrow or copy from 
him. This will be apparent by a reference to a few parallel passages. 

PAUL. PETER. 

Eph. u 3. Blessed be the God and 1 Pet. i. 3. Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ See Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
•lio 2 Cor. i. 3. 

Col. iii. 8. But now ye also put off 1 Pet iL 1. Wherefore laying aside 

all these i anger, wrath, malice, bias- all malice, and all guile, and hypocri- 

pheny* filthy communication out of sies, and envies, and all evil speak- 

;ft>iiv mouth. ings. 

ISjpSi. V. 22. Wives, submit your- 1 Pet iii. 1. Likewise ye wives, be 

geWet to your own husbands as unto in subjection to your own husbands, 
the tord. 

Eph. V. 21. Submitting yourselves 1 Pet v. 5. Yea, all of you be sub- 
one to another in the fear of Grod. jeet one to another. 

1 Thets. V. 6. Let us watch and be 1 Pet v. 8. Be sober: be vigilant 

•ober. [In the Greek the same words, though 

the order is reversed.] 



INTRODUCTION. CXXiil 

1 Cor. xyi 20. Greet ye one an- 1 Pet. ▼. 14. Greet ye one another 

other with an holy kiM. 2 Cor. xiii. 12. with a kiss of love {iv ^OMna^t 

Rom. zvi. 16. 1 These. ▼. 26. ayOftus). 

Rom. Tiii. 18. The glory that shall ^ 1 Pet. v. 1. The glory that shall be 

be revealed unto us. revealed. 

Rom.iv. 24. If we believe on him 1 Pet. i. 21. Who by him do be- 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the lieve in God, that raised him up from 
dead. the dead. 

Rom. xiii. 1, 3, 4. Let every soul 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. Submit yourselves 

be subject unto the higher powers, to every ordinance of man for the 

For there is no power but of God ; the Lord's sake ; whether it be to the 

powers that be are ordained of God. . . king, as supreme ; or unto governors, 

Do that which is good, and thou shalt as unto them that are sent by him for 

have praise of the same. . . For he is a the puniahment of evil doera, and for 

minister of God, a revenger to execute the praise of them that do well, 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. See 
also the following passages : 

Rom. xii. 6, 7. 1 Pet iv. 10. 

1 Tim. ii. 9. 1 Pet. iii. 3. 

1 Tim. V. 5. 1 Pet. iii. 6. 

These coinddenoes are not such as would occur between two authors waea 
one had no acquaintance with the writings of the other, and they thus demon- 
strate, what may be implied, in 2 Pet iii. 15, that Peter was familiar with the 
epistles of Paul. This also would seem to imply that the epistles of Paol 
were in general circulation. 

(4.) <«In the structure of his periods," says Michaelisy « St Peter has this 
peculiarity, that he is fond' of beginning a sentence in such a manner that it 
shall refer to a principal word in the preceding. The consequence of this struc- 
ture is, that the sentences, instead of being rounded, according to the manner 
of the Greeks, are drawn out to a great length ; and in many places where we 
should expect that a sentence would be dosed, a new clause is attached, and 
another again to this, so that l^fore the whole period comea to an end, it con- 
tains parts which, at the commencement of the period, do not appear to have 
been designed for it" This manner of writing is also found often in the epiB- 
tles of Paul. 

The canonical authority of this epistle has never been disputed. For a view 
1^ the contents of it, see the analyses prefixed to the several chapters. 



THE FIRST 
EPISTLE GENERAL OF PETER. 



PETER, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to the strangers scat- 

a Ac. 8.4. 



CHAPTER I. 

▲ITAIiTSIS or THB CHAPTER. 

This epiBtte was evidently addressed 
to those who were passing through se- 
vere trials, and probably to those who 
were, at that time, enduring persecu- 

»fipn. ch. i. 6,7; iii. 14; vi. 1, 12—19. 
ThQ main object of this chapter is to 

' comfort i^m in their trials ; to suggest 
such considerations as would enable 
them to bear them with the right spirit, 
and to show the sustaining, elevating, 
and purifying power of the gospel In 
doing this, the apostle adverts to the 
following considerations : 

1. He reminds them that they were 
the elect of God ; that they had been 
chosen according to his foreknowledge, 
by Uw sanctifying agency of the Holy 
C^tist, and in order that they might be 
obedient vs. 1, 2. 

2. He reminds them of the lively 
hope to which they had been begotten, 
and of the inheritance that was reserved 
for them in heaven. That inheritance 
was incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
glorious ; it would be certainly theirs, 
for they would be kept by the power 
of God unto it, though now they were 
subjected to severe trials, vs. 3 — 6. 

3. Even now they could rejoice in 
hope of that inheritance (ver. 6) ; their 
trial was of great importance to them- 
selves in order to test the genuineness 
of their piety (ver. 7) ; and in the 
midst of all their sufierings they could 



tered* throughout Pontus, Galft- 
tia, Cappadocia, Asia^ and Bi- 
thynia. 



rejoice in the love of their unseen 
Saviour (ver. 8) ; and they would cer- 
tainly obtain the great object for which 
they had believed — the salvation of 
their souls, ver. 9. By these considera- 
tions the apostle would reconcile them 
to their sufferings; for they would thus 
show the genuineness and value of 
Christian piety, and would be admitted 
at last to higher honour. 

4. The apostle proceeds, in order 
further to reconcile them to their suffer- 
ings, to say^that the nature of the sal- 
vation which they would receive had 
been an object of earnest inquiry by the 
prophets. They had searched diligently 
to know precisely what the spirit by 
which they were inspired meant by the 
revelations given to them, and they 
had understood that they ministered to 
the welfiire of thoso who should come 
after them. vs. 10 — 12. Those who 
thus suffered ought, therefore, to rejoice 
in a salvation which bad been revealed 
to them in this manner; and in the 
fact that they had knowledge which 
had not been vouchsafed even to the 
prophets; and under these dream- 
stances they ought to be willing to 
bear the trials which had been brought 
upon them by a religion so communi- 
cated to them. 

6. In view of these things, the apos- 
tle (vs. 13 — 17} exhorts them to be 
faithful and persevering to the end. In 
anticipation of what was to be revealed 
to them at the final day, they shoQld 
(184) 
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be sober and obedient ; and as he who 

had called them into bis kingdom was 
holy, so it became them to be holy also. 

6. This consideration is enforced 
vs. 18 — ^21) by a referanee to the price 
\at was paid for their redemption. 

They should remember that they had 
been redeemed, not with silver and 
gold, bat with the precions blood of 
Christ He had been appointed from 
eternity to be their Redeemer ; he had 
been manifested in those times for them ; 
he had been raised from the dead for 
them, and their faith and hope were 
through him. For these reasons they 
onght to be steadfast in their attach- 
ment to him. 

7. The apostle enjoins on them the 
especial daty of brotherly love. vs. 2S, 
23. They had parified their hearts by 
obeying the tmth, and as they were all 
one family, they shoald love one an- 
other fervently. Thus they would show 
to their enemies and persecotors the 
transforming nature of their religion, 
and furnish an impressive proof of its 
reality. 

8. To confirm all theae views, the 
apostle reminds them that all flesh most 
soon die. The glory of man would 
fade away. Nothing would abide but 
the word of the Lord. They themselves 
would soon die, and be released from 
their troubles, and they should be will- 
ing, therefore, to bear trials for a little 
time. The great and the rich, and 
those apparently more fiivoured in this 
life, would soon disappear, and all the 
splendour of their condition would van- 
ish ; and they should not envy them, 
or repine at their own more humble 
and painful lot vs. 24, 25. The keen- 
est sufferings here are brief, and the 
highest honours and splendours of life 
here soon vanish away, and our main 
solicitude should be for the eternal in- 
heritance. Having the prospect of that, 
and building on the sure word of God, 
which abides for ever, we need not 
shrink from the trials appointed to us 
here below. 

11* 



1. Peier, an apoHhtfJemf Christ. 
On the word apottk, tee Notes on 
Rom. i. 1. 1 Cor. ix. 1, seq. V 7b the 
ttfvngeri. In the Greek, the word 
• elecr (see ver. 2) occora here : ijOitM' 
f OK itfopeitidii^ioKf to theeleet strangers.' 
He here addresaes them as elect; in the 
following verse he shows them fai what 
way they were elected. See the Notes 
there. The word rendered etrangere 
oeeors only in three places in the New 
Testament; Heb. zi. 18, and 1 Pet ii. 
11, where it ia rendered pilgrims, and 
in the place before qsl See Notes on 
Heb. XL 13. The word means literally 
a hy^retidmt, a ao|oamer among a 
people not ooe'a own.— .Ko6iii«m. 
There haa bean much diverrity of opi- 
nion aa to the persons here referred to, 
aooM supposittg that the epistle was 
written to those wIm> had been Jews, 
who were now converted, and who 
were known by the common appellatioa 
among their countrymen as < th« *s9aW 
tared abroad,' or the < diepeAion ;' that 
is, these who were strangers or aojoorup 
ers away from their native land ; others, 
that the reference ie to those who wera 
called, among the Jews, < proselytes of 
the gate,' or thoee who were admitted 
to oertain external privilegee among the 
Jews (see Notes on Matt xxiii. 16); 
and otners, that the allusion is to Chris- 
tians as such, without reference t5 Iheir 
origin, and who are spoken of as 
strangers and pilgrims. That the apos- 
tle did not write merely to thoee who 
had been Jews, is clear from ch. iv. 3, 
4 (eomp. Intro., § 1); and it s e e ma 
probable that he means here Christians 
as sueh, without reference to their ori^ 
gin, who were scattered through the 
various provincea of Asia Minor. Yet 
it aeems also probable that he did not 
use the term as denoting that they 
were < strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth,' or with reference to the feet that 
the earth waa not their home, as the 
word is used in Heb. xi. 13, but that 
he used the term as a Jew would nat»> 
latiy nae it, aecastomed» as he was, to 
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2 Elect" according to the fore- 

aEp. 1. 4. 



employ it as denoting his own country- 
men dwelling in distant lands. He 
would regard them still as the people 
of God, though dispersed abroad; as 
those who were away from what was 
properly the home of their fathers. So 
Peter addresses these Christians as the 
people of Grod, now scattered abroad ; 
as similar in their condition to the Jews 
who had been dispersed among the 
Gentiles. Gomp. the Intro., § 1. It 
is not necessarily implied that these 
persons were strangers to Peter, or that 
he had never seen them; though this 
was not improbably the fact in regard 
to most of them. % ScaiterecL Gr., 
Of the dispersion (dca09<opa$) ; a term 
which a Jew would be likely to use 
who spoke of his countrymen dwelling 
among the heathen. See Notes on 
John vii. 36, and James i. 1, where the 
same Gre^ word is found. It does 
not elsewhere occur in the New Testa- 
ment. Here, however, it is applied to 
Christians as dispersed or scattered 
abroa'd. If Throughout Pontus^ &c. 
These were provinces of Asia Minor. 
Their position may be seen in the map 
prefixed to the Acts of the Apostles. 
On the situation of Pontus, see Notes 
on Acts ii. 9. IT Gahtia. On the 
situation of this province, and its his- 
tory, see Intro, to the Notes on Gala- 
lians, § 1. IT Cappadoeia. See Notes, 
Ads ii. 9. 11 Ana, Meaning a pro- 
vinca of Asia Minor, of which Ephesus 
was the capital. Notes, Acts ii. 9. 
9 And Biihynia, See Notes on Acts 
xvi. 7. -^ 

9. Elect, That is, chosen. The 
meaning here is that they were in fact 
chosen. The word does not refer to 
the purpose to choose, but to the fact 
that they were chosen or selected by 
God as his people. It is a word com^ 
monly applied to the people of God as 
being chosen out of the world, and 
called to be hii. The use of the word 



knowledge^ of God the Father, 

ftRo. 8. 29. 



does not determine whether God had a 
previous eternaL purpose to choose them 
or not That most be determined by 
something else than the mere use of 
the term. This word has reference to 
the act of selecting them, without throw* 
ing any light on the question why it 
was done. See Matt. zziv. 22, 24, 31. 
Mark ziii. 20. Luke zviii. 7. Rom. 
viii. 33. Col. iii. 12. Comp. Notes on 
John XV. 16. The meaning is, that 
God had, on some account, a preference 
for them above others as his people, 
and had chosen them from the midst 
of others to be heirs of salvation. The 
word should be properly understood as 
applied to the act of choosing them, not 
to the purpose to choose them ; the 
fad of his selecting them to be his, 
not the doctrine that he would choose 
them ; and is a word, therefore, which 
should be freely and gratefully used by 
all Christians, for it is a word in fre- 
quent use in the Bible, and there is 
nothing for which men should be more 
grateful than the fact that Grod has 
chosen them to salvation. Elsewhere 
we learn that the purpose to choose 
them was eternal, and that the reason 
of it was his own good pleasure. See 
Notes on Eph. i. 4, 5. We are hero 
also informed that it was in accordance 
with " the foreknowledge of God the 
Father." IT According to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, The 
Father is regarded, in the Scriptures, 
as the Author of the plan of salvation, 
and as having chosen his people to life, 
and given them to his Son to redeem 
and save. John vi. 37, 65 ; zvii. 2, 6, 
11. It is affirmed here that the fact 
that they were elect was in some sense 
in accordance with the < foreknowledge 
of God.' On the meaning of the phrase, 
see Notes on Rom. viii. 29. The pas- 
sage does not affirm that the thing 
which God < foreknew,' and which was 
the reason of their being chosen, waa 
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throagfa sanctification* 

a8Tb.3.13. 


CHAPTER I. 

of the Spirit, 


unto^ obedience 

&Ko. 16.96. 
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that they woald of themselves be dis- 
posed to embrace the offer of salvation. 
The foreknowledge referred to might 
liave been of many other things as 
constituting the reason which operated 
in the case; and it is not proper to 
assume that it could have been of this 
alone. It may mean that God fore- 
knew all the events which would ever 
occur, and that he saw reasons why 
they should be selected rather than 
others; or that he foreknew all that 
could be made to bear on their salva- 
tion ; or that he foreknew all that he 
would himself do to secure their salva- 
tion ; or that he foreknew them as hav- 
ing been designated by his own eternal 
counsels; or that he foreknew all that 
could be accomplished by their instru- 
mentality ; or that he saw that they 
would believe; but it should not be 
assumed that the word means necessa- 
rily any one of these things. The 
simple &ct here affirmed, which no one 
can deny, is, that there vt/aa foreknoiv 
ledge in the case on the part of God. 
It was not the result of ignorance or 
of blind chance that they were selected. 
But if foreknown, must it not be eer- 
tain? How could a thing which is 
foreknown be pontingent or doubtful ? 
The essential idea here is, that the ori- 
^rinal choice was on the part of God, 
and not on their part, and that this 
choice was founded on what he before 
knew to be best. He undoubtedly saw 
good and sufficient reasons why the 
choice should fall on them. I do not 
know that the reasons why he did it 
are revealed, or that they could be 
fully comprehended by us if they were. 
I am quite certain that it is not stated 
that it is because they would be more 
disposed of themselves to embrace the 
Saviour than others ; for the Scriptures 
abundantly teach, what every regene- 
rated person feels to be true, that the 
faci that we are disposed to embrace 



the Saviour is to be traced to a divine 
influence on oar hearts, and not to our- 
selves. See John vi. 65. Rom. tz. 16. 
Titus iii. 5. Ps. ex. 2, 3. If Through 
tanetijication of the Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit, the third person of the Trinity. 
The Greek is, ^by (|y) sanctification 
of the Spirit ;* that is, it was hy this 
influence or agency. The election that 
was purposed by the Father was car- 
ried into efiect by the agency of the 
Spirit in making them holy. The 
word rendered sanetification(aiytaaiii6s)f 
is not used here in its usual and tech- 
nical sense to denote the progressive 
holiness of believers, but in its more 
primitive and usual sense of holiness, 
Comp. Notes, 1 Cor. L 30. It means 
here the being made holy; and the 
idea is, that we become in fact the 
chosen or elect of God by a work of 
the spirit on our hearts making us holy ; 
that is, renewing us in the divine im- 
age. We are chosen by the Father, 
but it is necessary that the heart should 
be renewed and made holy by a work 
of grace, in order that we may actually 
become his chosen people. Though we 
are sinners, he proposes to save us; but 
we are not saved in our sins, nor can 
we regard ourselves as the children of 
God until we have evidence that we 
are bom again. The purpose of God 
to save us found us unholy, and w« 
become in fiict his friends by being' re^* 
newed in the temper of our mhid* A . 
man has reason to think that he is one 
of the elect of God just so far as he haa 
evidence that he has been renewed by 
the Holy Spirit, and so far as he' has 
holiness of heart and life, jlsh iro fab- 
THEB. IT Unto obedience and sprink" 
ling of the blood of Jesus Christ. This 
expresses the design for which they 
bad been chosen by the Father, and 
renewed by the Spirit. It was that 
they might obey God, and lead holy 
lives. On the phrase « unto obedience,' 
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sprinkling* of the blood of Jesus 
Christ; Grace unto you, and 
peace, be multiplied/ 

3 Blessed <" be the God and 

a He. 12. 34. b Jude 3. c 2 Co. 1. 3. 



I. PETER. [A.D. 60. 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his ' abundant 
** mercy hath begotten us again* 
unto a lively hope by the resur- 

1 much. d £p. 3. 4. « Jno. 3. 3, 5. 



see Notes on Rom. i. 5. The phrase 
<finto sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Clitist,' means to cleansing from sin, 
or to boKness^ since it was by the 
sprinkling of that blood that they were 
to be made holy. See it explained in 
th^ Notes on Heb. iz, 18—23 ; xii. 24. 
If Graci unto ffioUj and peaces he tnul- 
HpUed, 'Notes, Rom. i. 7. Th^ phrase 
< be multiplied' means, <inay it abound/ 
or < may it be conferred abnndanlly on 
you*' Trom this verse we may learn 
that they who are chosen ehonld be 
holy. Just in proportion as they have 
evidence that God has chosen them at 
all, they have evidence that he has 
chosen them to be holy ; and in fact, 
all the evidence which any man can 
hav« that he is among the elect is, that 
he is practically a holy man, and de- 
sires to become more and more so. No 
man can penetrate the secret counsels 
of tho Almighty. No one can go up 
to heaved and inspect the book of life 
to see if his name be there. No one 
should presume that his name is there 
without evidence. No one should de- 
pend on dreams, or raptures, or visions, 
as proof that his name is there. No 
one should expect a new revelation de- 
claring to him that he is among the 
elect. All the proof which any man 
can have that he is among the chosen 
of God is to be found in the evidences 
of personal piety ; and any man who 
is willing to be a true Christian may 
have all that evidence in his own case. 
If any one, then, wishes to settle the 
question whether he is among the elect 
or not, the way is plain. Let him be- 
come a true Christian, and the whole 
matter is determined, for that is all the 
proof which any one has that he is 
chosen to salvation. Till a man is 



willing to do that, he should not com- 
plain of the doctrine of election. If he 
is not willing to become a Christian 
and to be saved, assuredly he should 
not complain that those who are think 
that they have evidence that they are 
the chosen of God. 

3. Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. See Notes 
on 2 Cor. i. 3. ^ Which according to 
his abundant mercy, Marg., as in the 
Greek, much. The idea is, that there 
was great mercy shown them in the 
fact that they were renewed. They 
had no claim to the favour, and the 
favour was great. Men are not begot- 
ten to the hope of heaven because they 
have any claim on God, or because it 
would not be right for him to withhold 
the favour. S^ Notes on Eph. ii. 4. 
^ Hath begotten us again. The mean- 
ing is, that as God is the Author of our 
life in a natural sense, so he is the 
Author of our second life by regenera- 
tion. The Saviour said (John iii. 3), 
that « Except a man be born again," 
or begotten again (ytwiy^ wu^ev), 
" he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
Peter here affirms that that change had 
oociivred in regard to himself and those 
whom he was addressing. The word 
used here as a compound (oraycvi/aco) 
does not elsewhere occur in the New 
Testament, though it corresponds en- 
tirely with the words used by the Sa- 
viour in John iii. 3, 5, 7. Perhaps the 
phrase * begotten again' would be better 
in each instance where the word occurs, 
the sense being rather that of being 
begotten again, than of being bom 
again, IT Unto a lively hope. The 
word lively we now use commonly in 
the sense of oe/tve, animated, quick »• 
the word here used, however, meant 
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rection* of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 

• 1 Co. 15.30. 



living, in contndittinction from that 
which ia dead. The hope which they 
had had living power. It was not cold» 
inoperatiTe, dead. It was not a mere 
form ; or a mere apeculation ; or a mere 
sentiment ; it was that which was Tital 
to their welfare, and which was active 
and powerfbL On the nature of hope, 
see Notes on Roin. viii. 24. Gomp. 
Eph. ii 12. ^ By the re$urredum of 
Jetus Christ from the dead. The 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus is the 
foundation of our hope. It was a con- 
firmation of what he declared as truth 
when he lived ; it was a proof of the 
doctrine of the immortality of the soul ; 
it was a pledge that all who are united 
to him will be raised up. See Notes 
on 1 Cor. XV. 1—20. 2 Tim. i. 10. 
1 These, iv. 14. On this verse we 
may remark, that the fact that Chris- 
tians are chosen to salvation should 
be a subject of gratitude and praise. 
Every man should rejoice that any of 
the race may be saved, and the world 
should be thankful for every new in- 
stance of divine favour in granting to 
any one a hope of eternal life. Espe- 
cially should this be a source of joy to 
true Christians. Well do they know 
that if God had not chosen them to 
salvation, they would have remained 
as thoughtless as others; if be had had 
no purpose of mrrcy towards (bem^ they 
would never have been saved. As- 
suredly if there is any thing for which 
a man should be grateful, it is that God 
has so loved him as to give him the 
hope of eternal life ; and if he has had 
an eternal purpose to do this, our gra- 
titude should be proportioaably in- 
creased. 

4. To an inheritance. Through 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus we 
now cherish the hope of that future 
inheritance in heaven. On the word 
inheritance^ see Notes on Acts xx. 82. 



4 To an inheritance* inco^ 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that 

»H6.9. 15. 



Eph. i. 11, 14, 18. Col. i. 12. Chris- 
tians are regarded as the adopted chit- 
dren of God, and heaven is spoken of 
as tiMir inheritanee-^tM what their Fit 
tber will bestow on them as the proof 
of his love. H Incorruptible. hwiUnot 
fade away and vanish, as that which 
we inherit in this world does. See the 
word uplained in the Notes on 1 Cor. 
ix. 25. The meaning here is, that the 
inheritance will be imperisbable; or 
will endure for ever. Here^ to «rhat. 
ever we may be heirs, wo must soon 
part with the inheritance ; there H will 
be eteroaL ^ And undt/iUd, Bee 
Notes, Heb. vii. 26 ; xiii. 4. James i. 
27. The word does not elsewhere oc- 
cur in the New Testament. As applied 
to an inheritance, it means that it will 
be pure. It will not have been ob- 
tained by dishonesty, nor will it be held 
by fraud ; it will not be such as will 
corrupt the soul, or tempt to extrava- 
gance, sensuality, and lust, aa a rich 
inheritance often does here ; it will be 
such that ita eternal enjoyment will 
never tend in any manner to detfle the 
heart «< How many estates," says 
Benson, <« have been got by fraudulent 
and unjust methods ; by poitoninjg, or- 
in some other way murdering the right 
heir ; by cheating of helpless orphans ; 
by mining the fatherless and widows $ 
by oppressing their neighbours, or grind- 
ing the &ces of the poor, and taking 
their garments or vineyards from them f 
Bafcthis future inheritance of the sainta 
is stained by none of these vices ; His 
neither got nor detained by sny of these 
methods; nor shall persons polluted 
with vice have any share in it" Here 
no one can be heir to an inheritance 
of gold or houses without danger of 
soon sinking into indolence, effeminacy, 
or vice ; there the inheritance may be 
enjoyed for ever, and the soul conti- 
nually advance in knowledge, holiness 
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and the active senrice of God. 7 And 
thatfadeth not away, Gr. ofxa^tuttw- 
This word oocura nowhere else in the 
New Testament, though the word 
auapaiftwoq (amarantine), occurs in 
CD. ▼. 4, applied to a crown or garland. 
The word is properly applied to that 
which does not fiide or wither, in con- 
tradistinction from a flower that fades. 
It may then denote any thing that is 
enduring, and is applied to the future 
inheritance of the saints to describe its 
perpetuity in all ila brilliance and 
splendour, in contrast with the fading 
nature of all that is earthly. The idea 
here, therefore, is not precisely the 
same as is expressed by the word < in- 
corruptible.' Both words indeed de- 
note perpetuity, but that refers to per- 
petuity in contrast with decays this 
denotes perpetuity in the sense that 
every thing there will be kept in Ut 
original brightneea and beauty. The 
crown of glory, though worn for mil- 
lions of ages, will not be dimmed ; the 
golden streets will lose none of their 
lustre ; the flowers that bloom on the 
banks of the river of life will always be 
as rich in colour, and as fragrant, as 
when we first behold them. \Reeerved 
in heaven for you. Marg. ua. The 
diflkrence in the text and the margin 
arises from the various readings in 
MSS. The common reading is <for 
you.* The sense is not materially af- 
fected. The idea is, that it is an in- 
heritance appointed for us, and kept by 
one who can make it sure to us, and 
who will certainly bestow it upon us. 
Com p. Notes on Matt xxv. 34. John 
xiv. 2. Col. i. 5. 

5. Who are kept by the power of God. 
That is, < kept' or preserved in the faith 
and hope of the gospel ; who are pre. 
served from apostacy ; or so kept that 
you will finally obtain salvation. The 
word which is here used and reqdered 



5 Who are kept* by the power 
of God through faith ''unto salva- 
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kept (A^ovpita — phroured), is rendered 
in 2 Cor. xi. 32, kept with a garrison ; 
in Gal. iii. 23, and here, kept s in Phil, 
iv. 7, shall keep. It does not elsewhere 
occur in the New Testament. It means 
to keep as in a garrison or fortress ; or 
as with a military watch. The idea 
is, that there was a faithful guardian- 
ship exercised over Ihem to save them 
from danger, as a castle or garrison is 
watched to guard it against the ap- 
proach of an enemy. The meaning is, 
that they were weak in themselves, and 
were surrounded by temptations ; and 
that the only reason why they were 
preserved was, that God exerted his 
power to keep them. The only reason 
which any Christians have to suppose 
they will ever reach heaven is the fact 
that God keeps them by his own power. 
Comp. Notes, Phil. i. 6. 2 Tim. i. 12; 
iv. 18. If it were left to the will of 
man ; to the strength of his own resolu- 
tions; to his power to meet temptations, 
and to any probability that he would 
of himself continue to walk in the path 
to life, there would be no certainty that 
any one would be saved. ^ Through 
faith. That is, be does not keep us 
by the mere exertion of power, but be 
excites faith in our hearts, and makes 
that the means of keeping us. As long 
as we have faith in God, and in his 
promises, we are safe. When that 
fails, we are weak ; and if it should fail 
altogether, we could not be saved. 
Comp. Notes, £ph. ii. 8. IT Unto sal- 
vation. Not preserved for a little pe- 
riod, and then suffered to fall away, 
but so kept as to be saved. We may 
remark here that Peter, as well as Paul, 
believed in the doctrine of the perse- 
verance of the saints. If he did not, 
how could he have addressed these 
Christians in this manner, and said 
that they were *■ kept by the power of 
God unto salvation ?* What evidence 
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tion, ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 



could he have had that they would 
obtain salvation unless he believed in 
the general truth that it was the pur- 
pose of God to keep a// who were truly 
converted 1 \ Ready to be revealed 
in the last time. That is, when the 
world shall close. Then it shall be 
made manifest to assembled worlds 
that such an inheritance was < reserved' 
for you, and that you were * kept' in 
order to inherit it. Comp. Matt xxv, 
34. This verse, then, teaches that the 
doctrine that the saints will persevere 
and be saved, is true. They are < kept 
by the power of God to salvation,' and 
as God has all power, and guards them 
with reference to this end, it cannot be 
but that they will be saved. It may 
be added, (o) that it is very desirable 
that the doctrine should be true. Man 
is so weak and feeble, so liable to fall, 
and so exposed to temptation, that it is 
in itself every way a thing to be wished 
that his salvation should be in some 
safer hands than his own. (6) If it is 
desirable that it should be true, it is 
fair to infer~that it is true, for God has 
made all the arrangements for the sal- 
vation of his people which are really 
desirable and proper, (c) The only 
security for the salvation of any one is 
founded on that doctrine. If it were 
left entirely to the hands of men, even 
the best of men, what assurance could 
there be that any one would be saved 1 
Did not Adam falll Did not holy 
angels fall? Have not some of the 
best of men fallen into sin 1 And ^ho 
has such a strength of holiness that he 
could certainly confide in it to make 
his own salvation sure? Any man 
must know little of himself and of the 
human heart who supposes that he has 
such a strength of virtue that he would 
never fall away if left to himself. But 
if this be so, then his only hope of sal- 
vation is in the fact that God intends 



6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
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to * keep his people by his own power 
through faith unto salvation.' 

6. Wherein ye greatly r^oice. In 
which hope of salvation. The idea is, 
that the prospect which they bad of 
the future inheritance was to them t 
source of the highest joy, even in the 
midst of their many sufferings and 
trials. On the general grounds for re- 
joicing, see Notes, Rom. v. 1, 2. Phil, 
iii. 1 ; iv. 4. 1 Thess. v. 16. See also 
the Notes on ver. 8 of this chapter. 
The particular meaning here is, that 
the hope which they had of their future 
inheritance enabled them to rejoice 
even in the midst of persecutions and 
trials. It not only sustained them, 
but it made them happy. That must 
be a valuable religion which will make 
men happy in the midst of persecu- 
tions and heavy calamities. ^ 7%otfg% 
now for a season, A short period-^ 
dxCyoif' It would be in fact only for t 
brief period, even if it should continue 
through the whole of life. Comp. 
Notes, 2 Cor. iv. 17: " Our light af- 
fliction, which is but for a moment.** 
It is possible, however, that Peter sup- 
posed that the trials which they then 
experienced would soon pass over. 
They may have been suffering perse- 
cutions which he hoped would not long 
continue, f If need he. This phrase 
seems to have been thrown in here to 
intimate that there was a necessity for 
their afflictions, or that there was < need' 
that they should pass through these 
trials. There was soon good to be ao- 
complished by them, which made it 
desirable and proper that they should 
be thus afflicted. The sense is, « since 
there is need ;' though the apostle ex- 
presses it more delicately by suggesting 
the possibility that there might be need 
of it, instead of saying absolutely that 
there was need. It is the kind of lan- 
guage which we would use in respect 
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manifold temptations: 

7 That the trial* of your faith, 
being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it 



to one who was greatly afflicted, by 
suggesting to him in the most tender 
manner that there might be things in 
his character which God designed to 
correct by trials, instead of saying 
roughly and bluntly that such was un- 
doubtedly the fact. We would not say 
to such a person, < you certainly needed 
this affliction to lead you to amend 
your life ;' but, > it may be that there 
is something in your character which 
makes it desirable, or that God intends 
that some good results shall come from 
it which will show that it is wisely or- 
dered.' IT Ye are in heaviness. Gr. 
< Ye are sorrowing* (jtvrtiy^Wfj) ; you 
are sad, or grieved. Matt xiv. 9 ; xvii. 
123. IT Throt^h manifold temptations. 
Through many kinds of trials^ for so 
the word rendered temptation (/tftpocr- 
iio$) means. James i. 2, 12. Notes, 
Matt. iv. 1; vi. 13. The meaning 
here is, that they now endured many 
things which were fitted to try or test 
their faith. These might have con- 
sisted t>f poverty, persecution, sickness, 
or the efforts of others to lead them to 
irenoonce their religion, and to go back 
:o their former state of unbelief. Any 
one or all of these would try them, and 
would show whether their religion was 
genuine. On the various ways which 
God has of trying his people, comp. 
Notes on Isa. xxviii. 23 — 29. 

7. That the trial of your faith. The 
putting of your religion to the test, and 
showing what is ha real nature. Comp. 
James i 3, 12. ^ Being much more 
precious than of gold. This does not 
mean that their faith was much more 
precious than gold, but that the testing 
of it (Soxifioif)t the process of showing 
whether it was or was not genuine. 
Was a much more important and valu- 



be tried with* fire, might be 
found unto praise and'' honour 
and glory at the appearing' of 
Jesus Christ : 
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able process than that of testing gold 
in the fire. More important results 
were to be arrived at by it, and it was 
more desirable that it should be done. 
IT That perisheth. Not that gold pe- 
rishes by the process of being tried in 
the fire, for this is not the fact, and the 
connection does not demand this inter- 
pretation. The idea is, that gold, how- 
ever valuable it is, is a perishable thing. 
It is not an enduring, imperishable, in- 
destructible thing, like religion. It 
may not perish in the fire, but it will 
in some way, for it will not endure for 
ever. IT Though it be tried with fire^ 
This refers to the gold. See the Greek. 
The meaning is, that gold, though it 
will bear the action of fire, is yet a de- 
structible thing, and will not endure 
for ever. It is more desirable to test 
religion than it is gold, because it is 
more valuable. It pertains to that 
which is eternal^nd indestructible, and 
it is therefore of more importance to 
show its true quality, and to free it 
from every improper mixture. ^Might 
be found unto praise. That is, might 
be found to be genuine, and such as to 
meet the praise or commendation of the 
final Judge. IT And honour. That 
honour might be done to it before as- 
sembled worlds. IT And glory. That 
it might be rewarded with that glory 
which will be then conferred on all 
who have shown, in the various trials 
of life, that they h^d true religion. 
IT At the appearing of Jesus Christ, 
To judge the world. Comp. Matt. xxv. 
31. Acts i. 11. 1 Thess. iv. 16. 2 
Thess. ii. 8. 1 Tim. vi. 14. 2 Tim. iv. 
1, 8. Titus ii. 13. From these two 
verses (6 and 7) we may learn, I. That 
it is desirable that the faith of Chris- 
tians should be tried, (a) It is desira- 
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ble to know whether that which appears 
to be religion iMgenuine,na it is desirable 
to know whether that which appears to 
be gold is genuine. To gold we apply 
the action of intense heat, that we may 
iLnow whether it is what it appears to 
De; and as religion is of more value 
than gold, so it is more desirable that 
it should be subjected to the proper 
tests, that its nature may be ascertained. 
There is much which appears to be 
gold, which is of no value, as there is 
much which appears to be religion, 
which is of no value. The one is 
worth no more than the other, unless 
it is genuine. (6) It is desirable in 
order to show its true tfalue. It is of 
great importance to know what that 
which is claimed to be gold is worth 
for the purposes to which gold is usu- 
ally applied ; and so it is in regard to 
religion. Religion claims to be of more 
value to man than any thing else. It 
asserts its power to do that for the 
intellect and the heart which no- 
thing else can do ; to impart consols^ 
tion in the various trials of life which 
nothing else can impart ; and to give a 
support which nothing else can on the 
bed of death. It is very desirable, there- 
fore, that in these various situations it 
should show its power ; that is, that its 
friends should be tfi these various con- 
ditions, in order that they may illus- 
trate the true value of religion, (c) It 
is desiraltje that true religion should be 
separated from all alloy. There is 
often much alloy in gold, and it is de- 
sirable that it should be separated from 
it, in order that it may be pure. So it 
is in religion. It is often combined 
with much that is unholy and impure ; 
much that dims its lustre and mars its 
beauty; much that prevents its produc- 
ing the effect which it would otherwise 
produce. Gold is, indeed, often better, 
for some purposes, for having some 
alloy mixed with it ; but not so with 
religion. It is never better for having 
a little pride, or vanity, or selfishness, 
or meanness, or worldliness, or sensual- 
12 
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ity mingled with it; and that which 
will remove these things from our reli- 
gion will be a favour to us. II. God 
takes various methods of trying his 
people, with a design to test the value 
of their piety, and to separate it from 
all impure mixtures. (1.) He tries his 
people hy prosperity— otidn as decisive 
a test of piety as can be applied to it 
There is much pretended piety, which 
will bear adversity, but which will 
not bear prosperity. The piety of a 
man is decisively tested by popularity; 
by the flatteries of the world; by a 
sudden increase of property: and in 
such circumstances it is often conda- 
sively shown that there is no true reli* 
gion in the soul. ^2.) He tries hit 
people in adversity. He lays bis hand 
on them heavily, to show (a) whether 
they will bear up under their trials, 
and persevere in his service; (b) to 
show whether their religion will keep 
them from murmuring or complainfaig ; , 
(c) to show whether it ir adapted to 
comfort and sustain the soul. (^.} H^ 
tries his people by sudden tran$Uion 
from one to the other. We get accus- 
tomed to a uniform course of life, whe- 
ther it be joy or sorrow; and the reli- 
gion which is adapted to a uniform 
course may be little fitted to transitions 
from one condition of life to another. 
In prosperity we may hate shown that 
we were grateful, and benevolent, and 
disposed to serve God ; but our religion 
will be subjected to a new test, if '<re 
are suddenly reduced to poverty. In 
sickness and poverty, we learn to be 
patient and resigned, and perhaps even 
happy. But the religion which we 
then cultivated may be little adapted to 
a sudden transition to prosperity; and 
in such a transition, there would be a 
new trial of our fiiith. That piety 
which shone so much on a bed of sick- 
ness, might be little fitted to shine in 
circumstances of sudden prosperity. 
The human frame may become accus- 
tomed either to the intense cold of the 
polar regions, or to the burning heats of 
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the equator ; but in neither case might it 
bear a transition from one to the other. 
It is such a transition that is a more 
decisive test of its powers of endurance 
than either intense heat or cold, if 
steadily prolonged. III. Religion will 
bear any trial which may be applied 
to it, as gold will bear the action of 
fire. IV. Religion is imperishable in 
its nature. Even the most fine gold 
will perish. Time will corrode it, or 
it will be worn away by use, or it will 
be destroyed at the universal confla- 
gration ; but time and use will not 
wear out religion, and it will live on 
through the fires that will consume 
every thing else. V. Christians should 
be willing to pass through trials, (a) 
They will purify their religion, as the 
fire will remove dross from gold, (b) 
They will make it shine more brightly, 
as gold does when it comes out of the 
furnace, (c) They will disclose more 
fijlly its value, (d) They will furnish 
an evidence that we shall be saved; 
for that religion which will bear the 
tests that God applies to it in the pre- 
sent life, will bear the test of the final 
trial. 

8. Whom having not seen, ye love. 
This epistle was addressed to those 
who were « strangers scattered abroad'* 
(Notes, ver. 1), and it is evident that 
they had not personally seen the Lord 
Jesus. Yet they had beard of his cha- 
racter, his preaching, his sacrifice for 
sin, and his resurrection and ascension, 
and they had learned to love him. 
(1.) It is possible to love one whom 
we have not seen. Thus we may love 
God, whom no "eye hath seen" (comp. 
1 John iv. 20} ; and thus we may love 
a benefactor, from whom we have 
received important benefits, whom we 
have never beheld. (2.) We may love 
the character of one whom we have 
never seen, and from whom we may 
never have received any particular fa- 
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vours. We may love his uprightness, 
his patriotism, his benignity, as repre- 
sented to us. We might love him the 
more if we should become personally* 
acquainted with him, and if we should 
receive important favours fr6m him ; 
but it is possible to feel a sense of strong 
admiration for such a character in itself. 
(3.) That may be a very pure love 
which we have for one whom we have 
never seen. It may be based on sim- 
ple excellence of character; and in 
such a case there is the least chance 
for any intermingling of selfishness, or 
any improper emotion of any kind. 
(4.) We may love a friend as really 
and as strongly when he is absent, as 
when he is with us. The wide ocean 
that rolls between us and a child, does 
not diminish the ardour of our affection 
for him ; and the Christian friend that 
has gone to heaven, we may love no 
less than when he sat with us at the 
fireside. (5.) Millions, and hundreds 
of millions, have been led to love the 
Saviour, who have never seen him. 
They have seen — not with the bodily 
eye, but with the eye of faith — the in- 
imitable beauty of his character, and 
have been brought to love him with an 
ardour of affection which they never 
had for any other one. (6.) There is 
every reason why we should love him. 
(a) His character is infinitely lovely. 
(6) He has done more for us than any 
other one who ever lived among men. 
He died for us, to redeem our souls. 
He rose, and brought life and immor- 
tality to light. He ever lives, to inter- 
cede for us in heaven. He is employed 
in preparing mansions of rest for us in 
the skies, and he will come and take 
us to himself, that we may be with him 
for ever. Such a Saviour ought to be 
loved, M loved, and tvill be loved. 
The strongest attachments which have 
ever existed on earth have been for this 
unseen Saviour. There has been a 
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love for him stronger than that for father, 
or mother, or wife, or aister, or home, 
or country. It has been so strong, that 
thousands have been willing, on account 
of it, to bear the torture of the rack or 
the stake. It has been so strong, that 
thousands of youth of the finest minds, 
and the most flattering prospects of 
distinction, have been willing to leave 
the comforts of a civilized land, and to 
go among the benighted heathen, to 
tell them the story of a Saviour's life 
and death. It has been so strong, that 
unnumbered multitudes have longed, 
more than thej have for all other things, 
that they might see him, and be with 
him, and abide with him for ever and 
ever. Cpmp. Notes, Phil. i. 23. If Li 
whornj though now ye see him notf yet 
believing. He is now in heaven, and 
to mortal eyes now invisible, like his 
Father. Faith in him is the source 
and fountain of our joy. It makes in- 
visible things real, and enables us to 
feel and act, in view of them, with the 
. same degree of certainty as if we saw 
them. Indeed, the conviction to the 
mind of a true believer that there U a 
Saviour, is as certain and as strong as 
if he saw him ; and the same may be 
said of his conviction of the existence 
of heaven, and of eternal realities. If 
it should be said that faith may deceive 
us, we may reply, (1.) May not our 
bodily senses abo deceive us ? Does 
the eye never deceive 1 Are there no 
optical illusions ? Does the ear never 
deceive ? Are there no sounds which 
are mistaken ? Do the taste and the 
ameU never, deceive? Are we never 
mistaken in the report which they bring 
to us? And does the sense offeeUng 
never deceive ? Are we never mistaken 
in the size, the hardness, the figure of 
objects which we handle ? But, (2.) 
for all the practical purposes of life, the 
senses are correct guides, and do not 
in general lead us astray. So, (3.) 



rejoice with joy' unspeakable 
and full of glory : 



there are objects of faith about which 
we are never deceived, and where we 
do act and must act with the same 
confidence as if we had personally seen 
them. Are we deceived about the ex- 
istence of London, or Paris, or Canton, 
though we may never have seen either? 
May not a merchant embark with pei^ 
feet propriety in a commercial enter- 
prise, on the supposition that there is 
such a place as London or Canton, 
though he has never seen them? 
Would he not be reputed mad, if he 
should refiue to do it on this ground ? 
And so, may not a man, in believing 
that there is a heaven, and in forming 
his plans for it, though he has not yet 
seen it, act as rationally and as wisely 
as he who forms his plans on the sup- 
position that there is such a place aa 
Canton ? % Ye refoice. Ye do re- 
joiee ; not merely ye ought to refoice. 
It may be said of Christians that they 
do in fact rejoice; they are happy*. 
The people of the world often suppose 
that religion makes its professors sad 
and melancholy. That there are ihom 
who have not great comfort in their 
religion, no one indeed can doubt ; but 
this arises from several causes entirely 
independent of their religion. Some 
have melancholy temperaments, and 
are not happy in any thing. Some 
have little evidence that they are Chris- 
tians, and their sadness arises not from 
rAigion, but from the want of it. But 
that true religion does make its possess- 
ors happy, any one may easily satisfy 
himself by asking any number of sin- 
cere Christians, of any denomination, 
whom he may meet. With one accord 
they will say to him that they have a 
happiness which they never found be- 
fore; that however much thoy may 
have possessed of the wealth, the ho- 
nours, and the pleasures of the worlds 
and they who are now Christians have 
not all of them been strangers to these 
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things — they never knew solid and 
sabstantial peace till they foand it in 
religion. And why should they not 
be believed 1 The world would believe 
them in other things ; why will they 
not when they declare that religion 
does not make them gloomy, but happy ? 
t Wlih joy unspeakable. A very 
strong expression, and yet verified in 
thousands of cases among young con- 
verts, and among those in the maturer 
days of piety. There are thousands 
who can say that their happiness when 
they first had evidence that their sins 
were forgiven^ that the burden of guilt 
was rolled away, and that they were 
tha children ol God, was unspeakable. 
They had no words to> express it, it 
was so fuU and so new. 

*!Ton^e can never express 
The sweet eomfort and peace 
Of a Boui in its earliest lore.'* 

And so there have been thousands of 
mature Christians who can adopt the 
same language, and who could find no 
words to express the peace and joy 
which they have found in the love of 
Chiist,. and the hope of heaven. And 
why are not all Christians enabled to 
9ay constantly that they « rejoice with 
joy unspeakable 1" Is it not a privi* 
lege which they might possess } Is 
there any thing in the nature of reli- 
. gion which forbids it 1 Why should 
not one be filled with constant joy who 
has the hope of dwelling in a world of 
glory for ever 1 Comp. John xiv. 27 ; 
X vi. 22. IT And full of glory. ( I .) 
Of anticipated glory — of the prospect 
of enjoying the glory of heaven. (2.) 
Of present glory — with a joy even now 
which is of the same nature as that in 
heaven ; a happiness the same in kind, 
though not in degree, as that which 
will be ours in a brighter world. The 
saints on earth partake of the same 
kind of joy which they will have in 
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heaven; for the happiness of heaven 
will be but an expansion, a prolonga- 
tion, and a purifying of that which they 
have here. Comp. Notes on £ph. i. 14. 

9. Receiving the end of your failhy 
even the talvalion of your souls. The 
result or obfect of your faith ; that is, 
what your faith is designed and adapted 
to secure. Comp. Notes on Bom. x. 4. 
The word rendered receiving is used 
here as indicating that they would 
surely obtain that They even now 
had such peace and joy in believing, 
that it furnished undoubted evidence 
that they would be saved; and such 
th^t it might be said that even now 
they were saved. The condition of 
one who is a true Christian here is so 
secure that it may even now be called 
salvation, 

10. Of which salvation. Of the 
certainty that this system of religion, 
securing the salvation of the soul, would 
be revealed. The obfect of this refer- 
ence to the prophets seems to be to lead 
them to value the religion which they 
professed more highly, and to encou- 
rage them to bear their trials with pa- 
tience. They were in a condition, in 
many respects, far superior to that of 
the prophets. They had the full light 
of the gospel. The prophets saw it 
only at a distance and but dimly, and 
were obliged to search anxiously that 
they might understand the nature of 
that system of which they were ap- 
pointed to furnish the comparatively 
obscure prophetic intimations. ^ The 
prophets. This language would imply 
that this had been a common and pre- 
valent wish of the prophets. IT Have 
inquired. This word is intensive. It 
means that they sought out, or scruti- 
nized with care the revelations made to 
them, that they might understand exact- 
ly what was implied in that which they 
were appointed to record in respect to 



A. D. 60.] 



CHAPTER I. 



187 



diligently, whd^ prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you : 



the saWation which was to bo roado 
known through the Meiwah. See the 
following place* where the came word 
is used which occurs here. Luke xi. 
50» Si. AcU XV. 17. Rom. iii. 1 1. Heb. 
xi. 6 ; xii 17. H And searched dili" 
gently — i^ptvKu^ Coinp. Dan. ix. 
2, 3. The word here used means to 
search out, to trace out, to explore. It 
is not elsewhere used in the New Tes- 
tament, though one of the words from 
which this is compounded (IpcvKUd) 
occurs. See John ▼. 39 (Notes) ; vii. 
62. Rom. Tiii. 27. 1 Cor. iL 10. Rev. 
ii. 23. The idea is, that they perceived 
that in their commanications th^e 
were some great and glorious truths 
which they did not fully comprehend, 
and that they diligently employed their 
natural Acuities to andemand that 
which they were appointed to impart 
to succeeding generations. They thus 
became students and interpreters for 
themselves of their own predictions. 
They were not only prophets, but men. 
They had souls to be saved in the same 
way as others. They had hearts to be 
sanctified by the truth, and it was need- 
ful, in order to this, that truth should be 
applied to their own hearts in the same 
way as tp others. The mere fact that 
they were the channels or organs for 
imparting truth to others, would not 
save them any more then the fact that 
a man now preaches truth to others 
will save himself, or than the fact that 
a sutler delivers bread to an army wiU 
nourish and support his own body. 
V Who prophened of the grace that 
should come unto you. Of the favour 
that should be shown to you in the gos- 
pel. Though the predictions which they 
nttered appeared to the men of their 
own times, and perhaps to themselves, 
obscure, yet they were in fact prophecies 
of what was to come, and of the favours 
which, under another dispensation, 
12* 



11 Searching what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit ' of 

aSPe. 1.91. 



would be bestowed upon the people of 
God. The apostle does not mean to 
say that they prophesied particularly 
of those persons to whom he was then 
writing,: -but that their prophecies were 
in fact for their benefit, for the things 
which they predicted had actually ter- 
minated on them. The benefit was as 
real as though the predictions had been 
solely on their account 

11. Searching what. That is, ezp 
amining their own predictions with 
care, to ascertain what they meant. 
They studied them as we do the pre- 
dictions which others have made ; aqd 
though the prophets were the medium 
through which the truth was made 
known, yet their own predictions be- 
came a subject of careful investigation 
to themselves. The expression here 
used in the original, rendered i what * 
{iis fwa), literally, < unto what,' may 
mean, so fiir as the Greek is concerned, 
either * what time,' or < what people,^ 
or * what person ;' that is, with lefer- 
ence to what person the prophecies 
were really uttered. The latter, it seems 
to me, is the correct interpretation, 
meaning that they inquired in regard 
to him, who he would be, what would 
be his character, and what would be 
the nature of the work which he would 
perform. There can be no doubt that 
they understood that their predictions 
related to the Messiah ; but still it is 
not improper to suppose that it was 
with them an interesting inquiry what 
sort of a person he would be, and what 
would be the nature of the work which 
he would perform. This interpretation 
of the phrase d^ tCva {unto what, or 
whom), it should be observed, how- 
ever, is not that which is commonly 
given of the passage. Bloomfield, Ro- 
senmuller, Doddridge, Whitby, Benson, 
and Grotius, suppose it to refer to time, 
meaning that they inquired at what time. 
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Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testified before- 



^rtpken these things would occur. Mac- 
knight thinks it refers to people (^Xaov)* 
meaning that they diligently inquired 
what people would put him to death. But 
the most obvious interpretation is that 
which I have suggested above, meaning 
that they made particular inquiry to 
whom their prophecies related — ^what 
was his rank and character, and what 
was to be the nature of his work. 
What would be a more natural inquiry 
for them than this 1 What would be 
more important 1 And how interesting 
is the thought that when Isaiah, for 
example, had given utterance to the 
sublime predictions which we now 
have of the Messiah, in his prophecies, 
he sat himself down with the spirit of 
a little child, to learn by prayer and 
study, what was fully implied in the 
amazing words which the Spirit had 
taught him to record ! How much of 
mystery might seem still to hang 
around the subject ! And how intent 
would such a mind be to know what 
was the full import of thosie words ! 
t Or what manner of time. This 
phrase, in Greek {ftotcv xatpot/), would 
properly relate, not to the exact time 
when these things would occur, but to 
the character or conditwn of the age 
when they would take place ; perhaps 
referring to the state of the world at 
that period, the preparation to receive 
the gospel, and the probable manner in 
which the great message would be re- 
ceived. Perhaps, however, the inquiry 
in their minds pertained to the time 
when the predictions would be fulfilled, 
as well as to the condition of the world 
when the event takes place. The 
meaning of the Greek phrase would 
not exclude this latter sense. There 
are not unfrequent indications of time 
in the prophets (comp. Dan. ix. 24, 
seq.), and these indications were of so 
clear a character that when the Saviour 
actually appeared there was a general 



hand the safTerings of Christ, 
and the glory that should follow. 



expectation that the event would then 
occur. See^Notes on Matt. ii. 2. IT The 
Spirit of Christ which was in them* 
This does not prove that they knew 
that this was the Spirit of Christ, but 
is only a declaration of Peter that it 
was actually so. It is not probable 
that the prophets distinctly understood 
that the spirit of inspiration, by which 
they were led to foretell future events, 
was peculiarly the spirit of Christ. 
They understood that they were in- 
spired ; but there is no intimation, with 
which I am acquainted, in their writ* 
ings, that they regarded themselves as 
Inspired by the Messiah. It was not 
improper, however, for Peter to say 
that the spirit by which they were in- 
fluenced was in fact the Spirit of Christ, 
so called because that Spirit which sug- 
gested these future events to them was 
given as the great Medium of all re- 
vealed truth to the world. Comp. Heb. 
i. 3. John i. 9 ; xiv. 16, 26 ; zvi. 7. 
Isa. xlix. 6. It is clear from this pas- 
sage, (1.) That Christ must have had 
an existence before his incarnation; 
and (2.) That he must have understood 
then what would occur to him when 
he should become incarnate ; that is, it 
must have been arranged or determined 
beforehand. IT Did signify. Meant to 
intimate or manifest to them {ihrp^v) ; 
or what was impUed in the communi- 
cations made to them. IT When it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, As Isaiah, ch. liii. Daniel, ch. 
ix. 25 — 27. They saw clearly that the 
Messiah was to suffer f and doubtless 
this was the common doctrine of the 
prophets, and the common expectation 
of the pious part of the Jewish nation. 
Yet it is not necessary to suppose that 
they had clear apprehensions of his 
sufferings, or were able to reconcile all 
that was said on that subject with what 
was said of his glory and his triumphs. 
There was much about those sufiforings. 
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12. Unto whom it was re- 
vealed, that not 'unto themselves 
but unto us they did minister the 

« He. 11. 39. 40. 



which they wished to learn, at there is 
mach still which we desire to know. 
We have no reason to suppose that 
there were any views of the sufferings 
of the Messiah communicated to the 
prophets except what we now have in 
the Old Testament; and to see the 
force of what Peter says, we ought to 
imagine what would be our views of 
him if alt that we have known of Christ 
as history were obliterated, and we had 
only the knowledge which we could 
derive from the Old Testament As 
has been already intimated, it is pro- 
bable that they studied their own pre- 
dictions, just as toe would study them 
if we had not the advantage of applying 
to them the facts which have actually 
occurred. ^ And the glory that should 
follow. That is, they saw that there 
would be glory which would be the 
result of his sufferings, but they did not 
clearly see what it would be. They 
had some knowledge that he would be 
raised from the dead (Pa. zvi« 8 — 11, 
Comp. Acts ii. .2&—26) ; they knew 
that he would < see of the travail of his 
soul, and Would be satisfied' (Isa. liii. 
11); they had some large views of the 
efiEbcts of the goepel on the nations of 
the earth.' Isa. xi. ; zxv. 7, 8 ; Ix. ; 
Ixvi. But there were many things re- 
spectiDg his glorificatioo which it can- 
not be supposed they clearly under- 
stood ; and it is reasonable to presume 
that they made the comparatively few 
and obscure intimations in their own 
writings in relation to this, the subject 
of profound and prayerful inquiry. 

12. Unto whom it was revealed. 
They were not permitted to know fully 
the import of the predictions which 
they were made the instruments of 
communicating to mankind, but they 
understood that they were intended 
for the benefit of future ages. % That 
not unto themaehes. We are not to 
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things, which are now reported 
unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you 



suppose that they derived no benefit 
from their own predictions, for "as far 
as they understood the truth it was at 
much adapted to sanctify and comfort 
them as it is us now ; but the meaning 
is, that their messages had refereoce 
mainly to future times, and that the 
full benefit of them would be experi- 
enced only in distant ages. Comp. Heb. 
xi. 39,40. HUnto us they did minister 
the things which are now reported 
unto you. 'Not unto ub by natne ; but 
their ministrations had reference to the 
times of the Messiah, and those to 
whom Peter wrote, in common with 
all Christians, were those who were 
to enjoy the fruits of the communica- 
tions which they made. The word 
reported means announced, or nuuie 
known, % By them that have preached 
the gospel unto you. The apostles, 
who have made known unto you, in 
their true sense, the things which 
the prophets predicted, the import of 
which they themselves were so desi- 
rous of understanding. H With the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. 
Accompanied by the influences of the 
Holy Ghost bearing those truths to the 
heart, and confirming them to the soul. 
It was the same spirit which inspired 
the prophets which conveyed those 
truths to the souls of the early Chris- 
tians, and which discloses them to true 
believers in every age. Comp. John xvi. 
13, 14. AcU ii. 4 ; x. 44, 46. The 
o^'eei of Peter by thus referring to the 
prophets, and to the interest which 
they took in the things which those to 
whom he wrote now enjoyed, seems to 
have been to impress on them a deep 
sense of the value of the gospel, and 
of the g^at privileges which they 
enjoyed. They were reaping the be- 
nefit of all the labours of the prophets 
They were permitted to see truth clearly 
which the prophets themselves saw 
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with the Holy Ghost ■ sent down 

• Ac 2. 4. 2 Co. 1. S2. b Ep. 3. 10. 



only obscurely. They were in many 
respects more favoured than even those 
h6ly nen had been. It was for them 
that the prophets had spoken the word 
bf the Lord ; for them and their salva- 
fion that a long Kne of the most holy 
men that tiie world ever saw had fived, 
and tolled, and snflered; and while 
they themselves had not been allowed 
to understand the full import of their 
own predictions, the most humble be- 
liever was permitted to see what the 
moift distinguished prophet never saw. 
See Matt.'xiii. 17. ^ Which things the 
angels desire to §ook into. The obj^t 
- of this reference' to the angels is the 
same as that to the prophets. It is to 
impress on Christians a sense of the 
"Value of that gospel which they had 
received^ and to show them the great- 
ness of their privileges in being made 
partakers of it. It had excited the 
deepest interest among the rao^ holy 
men on earth, and even among the in- 
. habitants of the skies. They were 
enjoying the full revelation of what 
even the angels had desired more fully 
to understand, and to comprehend 
wlilch they had employed their great 
powers of investigation. The things 
which are here -referred to {si^ a, — unto 
' fMeh)y are those which the prophets 
wete so deslFous to understand — the 
gteA truths respecting the sufferings 
of Cfhrist, the glory which would follow, 
and the nature and effects of the gospel. 
In all the events pertaining to the re- 
deoiption of a werld they felt a deep 
infierest. The word which is rendered 
* to look' {ftofUKiv^C) is rendered stoop^ 
ing domn, a.nd stooped down, in Luke 
xxiv. 12. John xx. 5, 11 ; hoketh, in 
James- i. 35, and took, in the place 
hefdva us. It does not elsewhere occur 
in the New Testament. It properly 
fneaos to «l09p down near by any 
thing ; te bend forward near in order 
to look at -any thing more closely. 
Bobinmms Lex* It would denote that 



from heaven ; which ^ings the 
angels ^ desire to look into. 



state where one who was before at so 
great a distance that he could not 
clearly see an object, should draw 
nearer, stooping down in order that he 
might observe it more distinctly. It is 
possible, as Grotius supposes, that there 
may be an allusion here to the posture 
of the cherubim over the mercy-seat, 
represented as lo(^ng down with ati 
intense gaze, as if to behold what was 
in the ark ; but it is not necessary to 
suppose that this is the allusion, nor is 
it absolutely certain that that was the 
posture of the cherubim. See Notes 
on Heb. ix. 5. All that is necessarily 
implied in the language is, that the 
angels had an intense desire to look 
into these things ; that they contem- 
plated them with interest and fixed 
attention, like one who comes -near to 
an object, and looks narrowly upon it 
In illustration of this sentiment, we 
may make the following suggestions : 
I. The angels doubtless desire to look 
into all the manifestations of the cha* 
facter of God wherever those manifest* 
ations are made. (1.) It is not unrea- 
sonable to suppose that, to a great 
degree, they acquire the knowledge of 
God as all other creatures do. They 
are not omniscient, and cannot be sup- 
posed to comprehend at a glance all his 
doings. (2.) They doubtless employ 
their faculties, substantially as we do, 
in the investigation of truth; that is, 
from things known they seek to learn 
those that are even unknown. (3.) It is 
not unreasonaUe to snppoee that there 
are many things in relation to the di- 
vine character and plans which they do 
not yet understand. They know, un- 
doubtedly, much more than we do ; but 
there are plans and purposes of God 
which are yet made known to none ot 
his creatures. No one can doubt that 
these plans and purposes must be the 
object of the attentive study of all holy 
created minds. (4.) They doubtless 
feel a great interest in the welfare of 
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other beings— of Ihiir feUow-cnatarM 
wherever they are. There is in the 
oniveise one great brotherhood, em* 
bracing all the creatures of God. (6.) 
They cannot but feel a deep interest in 
man — a &Ilen creature, tempted, sofier- 
ing, dying, and exposed to eternal death. 
This they have shown in every period 
of the world's history. Notes on Heb. 
i. 14. II. It is probable that in each 
one of the worlds which God has made, 
there is some peculiar manifestatiott of 
his glory and efaaraeter; somethiog 
which is not to be found at all in any 
other world, or, if found, not in so 
great perftction; and thai the angels 
would feel a deep interest in ail these 
nianifestatioB% and would desire to 
look into them. (1.) This is probable 
from the nature of the case, and from 
the variety which we see in the form, 
size, movements, and glory of the 
heavenly orbs. There is no reason to 
suppose that on any one of those 
worlds ttU the glory of the divine cha^ 
racter would be manifest which he 
intends to make known to the universe. 
(2.) This is probable from what we can 
now see of the worlds which he has 
made. We know as yet comparatively 
little of the heavenly bodies, and of the 
manifestations of the Deity there ; and 
yet as fiir as we can see, there must be 
far more striking exhibitions of the 
power, and wisdom, and glory of God 
in many or most of those worlds that 
roll above us than there are on our 
earth. On the body of the sun; on 
the planets Jupiter and Saturn, so vast 
in companion with the earth, there 
must be far more impressive exhibitions 
of the glory of the Creator than there 
is on our little planet. Saturn, for 
example, is 83,000 miles in diameter, 
1100 times as large as our earth; it 
moves at the rate of 22,000 miles an 
honi ; it is encircled by two magnifi- 
cent rings, 5000 milee apart, the inner- 
most of which is 21,000 miles from the 
body of the planet, and 22,000 miles 
in breadth, forming a vast illuminated 



arch over the planet above the bright- 
nesa of our moon, and giving a most 
beautiful appearance to the heavens 
there. It is also, doubtless, true of all 
the worlds which God has made, that 
in each one of them there may be some 
peculiar manifestation of the glory of 
the Deity. (3.) The universe, there- 
fore, seems fitted up to give eternal 
employment to mind in contemplating 
it ; and in the worlds which God has 
made there is enough to employ the 
study of his creatures fot ever. On 
our own world, the most diligent and 
pious student of the works of God 
might spend many thousand years, and 
then leave much, veiy much, which he 
did not comprehend; and it may yet 
be the eternal employment of holy 
minds to range from world to worlds 
and in each new world to find much 
to study and to admire; much that 
shall proclaim the wisdom, power, love, 
and goodness of God, which had not 
elsewhere been seen. (4^) Our world, 
therefore, though small, a mere speck 
in creation, may have something to 
manifest the glory of the Creator which 
may not exist in any other. It cannot 
be its magnitude, for in that respect it 
is among the smallest which G(»d lias 
made; it may not be the height and 
the majesty of our mountains, or tfan 
length and beauty of oar rivers, or the 
fragrance of our flowers, or the clear* 
ness of our sky, for in these respects 
there may be much more to admire in 
other worlds: it is the exhibition of 
the character of God in the work of 
redemption ; the illustration of the way 
in which a sinner may be forgiven; 
the manifestation of the Deity as ineav- 
nate, assuming permanently a union 
vnth one of his own creatures. This, 
so far as we know, is seen in no other 
part of the universe ; and this u hon* 
our enough for one world. To see 
this the angels may be attracted 4oWn 
to earth. When they come, ihey come 
not to contemplate our works of art, 
our painting and our sculpture, or to 
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read our books of science or poetry : 
they come to gather around the cross, 
to minister to the Saviour, to attend on 
his steps while living, and to watch 
over his body when dead ; to witness 
his resurrection and ascension, and to 
bless, with their offices of kindness, 
those whom he died to redeem. Heb. i. 4. 
ni. What, then, is there in our world 
which we may suppose would attract 
their attention 1 What is there which 
they would not see in other worlds > I 
answer, that the manifestation of the 
divine character in the plan of redemp- 
tion is that which would peculiarly 
attract their attention here, and lead 
them from heaven down to earth. (1.) 
The mystery of the incarnation of the 
Son of God would be to them an ob- 
ject of the deepest interest. This, so far 
as wc know, or have reason to suppose, 
has occurred nowhere else. There is 
no evidence that in any other world 
God has taken upon himself the form 
of one of his own creatures dwelling 
there, and stooped to live and act like 
one of them ; to mingle with them ; to 
share their feelings, and to submit to 
toil, and want, and sacrifice for their 
welfare. (2.) The fact that the guilty 
could be pardoned would attract their 
attention, for (a) it is elsewhere un- 
known, no inhabitant of heaven having 
the need of pardon, and no offer of 
pardon having been made to a rebel 
angel. (5) There are great and diffi- 
cult questions about the whole subject 
of forgiveness which an angel could 
easily see, but which he could not so 
easily solve. How could it be done 
consistently with the justice and truth 
of God ? How could he forgive, and 
yet maintain the honour of his own 
law, and the stability of his own throne ? 
There is no more difficult subject in a 
human administration than that of 
pardon ; and there is none which so 
much perplexes those who are entrusted 
with executive power. (3.) The way 
in which pardon has been shown to the 
guilty here would excite their deep 



attention. It has been in a mannei 
entirely consistent with justice and 
truth, showing, through the great Bac- 
rifice made on the cross, that the attri- 
butes of justice and mercy may both 
be exercised ; that while God may 
pardon to any extent, he does it in no 
instance at the expense of justice and 
truth. This blending of the attributes 
of the Almighty in beautiful harmony ; 
this manifesting of mercy to the guilty 
and the lost ; this raising up a fallen 
and rebellious race to the favour and 
friendship of God ; and this opening 
before a dying creature the hope of im- 
mortality, was what could be seen by 
the angels nowhere else, and hence it 
is no wonder that they hasten with such 
interest to our world to learn the mys- 
teries of redeeming love. Every step 
in the process of recovering a sinner 
must be new to them, for it is unseen 
elsewhere; and the whole work, the 
atonement, the pardon and renovation 
of the sinner, the conflict of the child 
of God with his spiritual foes, the sup- 
ports of religion in the time of sick* 
ness and temptation, the bed of death, 
the sleep in the tomb, the separata 
flight of the soul to its final abode, the 
resurrection of the body, and the solemn 
scenes of the judgment, all must open 
new fields of thought to an angelic 
mind, and attract the heavenly inhabit- 
ants to our world to learn here what 
they cannot learn in their own abodes, 
however otherwise bright, where sin, and 
suffering, and death, and redemption are 
unknown. In view of these truths we 
may add: (1.) The work of redemp- 
tion is worthy of the study of the pn>- 
foundest minds. Higher talent than 
any earthly talent has been employed 
in studying it, for to the most exailed 
intellects of heaven it has been a theme 
of the deepest interest. No mind on 
earth is too exalted to be engaged in 
this study ; no intellect here is so pro- 
found that it would not find in thia 
study a range of inquiry worthy of it- 
self. (3.) This is a study that is pecn- 
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loins of your mind, be sober, * 
and hope * in the end "^ for the 
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liarly appropriate to man. The angels 
have no other interest in it than that 
which arises from a desire to know' 
God, and from a benevolent regard for 
the welfare of others ; we have a per- 
sonal interest in it of the highest kind. 
It pertains primarily to us. The plan 
was formed for us. Our eternal all 
depends upon it The angels would 
be safe and happy if they did not fully 
understand it ; if we do not understand 
it, we are lost for ever. It has claims 
to their attention as a wonderful exhi-^ 
bition of the character and purposes 
of God, and as they are Interested in 
the welfare of others; it claims our 
attention because our eternal welfare 
depends on our accepting the ofier of 
mercy made through a Saviour's blood. 
(3.) How amazing then, how wonder- 
ful, is the indifference of man to this 
great and glorious work ! How won- 
derful that neither as a matter of specu- 
lation, nor of personal concern, he can 
be induced " to look into these things !" 
How wonderful that all other subjects 
engross his attention, and excite in- 
quiry, but that for this he feels no 
concern, and that here he finds no- 
thing to interest him! It is liot un- 
reasonable to suppose that amidst all 
the other topics of wonder in this 
plan as seen by angels, this is not the 
least — that man by nature takes no in- 
terest in it; that in so stupendous a 
work, performed in his own world, he 
feels no concern ; that he is unmoved 
when he is told that even God became 
incarnate, and appeared on the earth 
where he himself dwells; and that, 
busy and interested as he is in other 
things, often of a most trifling nature, 
he has no concern for that on which is 
suspended his own eternal happiness. 
If heaven was held in mute astonish- 
ment when the Son of God left the 



grace that is to be brought vnto 
you at the revelation of Je^us 
Christ : 

1 perfeeUy. e He. 10. 35. 



courta of glory to be poor, to be perse- 
cutedy to bleed, and to die, not leas 
must be the astonishment then when, 
from those lofty heights, the angelio 
hosts look down upon a race uncon 
cerned amidst wonders such as those 
of the Incarnation and the atonement ! 
13. Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind* The allusion here is to 
the manner in which the Orientals 
were accustomed to dress. They wear 
loose, flowing robes, so that when they 
wished to run, or to fight, or to apply 
themselves to any business, they le 
obliged to bind their garmenta close 
around them. See Notes on Matt. v. 
38—41. The meaning here is» that 
they were to have their minds in con- 
stant preparation to discharge the du- 
ties, or to endure the trials of life — ^like 
those who were prepared for labour, for 
a race, or for a conflict ^ Be sober. 
See Notes on 1 Tim. iii. 2. Titus i. S ; 
ii. 2. IT And-hope to the end, Marg. 
perfectly. The translation in the text 
is the most correct. It means that they 
were not to become faint or weary in 
their trials. They were not to aban- 
don the hopes of the gospel, but were 
to cherish those hopes to the end of 
life, whatever opposition they might 
meet with, and however much might 
be done by others to induce them to 
apostatize. Comp. Notes on Heb. x. 
35, 36. IT For the grace that is to 
be brought unto you. Tor the favour 
that shall then be bestowed upon you ; 
to wit, salvation. The word brought 
here means that this great favour which 
they hoped for would be borne to them 
by the Saviour on his return from hea* 
ven. IT At the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, When the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven in his glory , 
that is, when he comes to judge the 
world. Notes, 2 Thesifc i. 7. 



144 

14 As obedient children, not 
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to the former lusts in your igno- 
rance : 
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15 But as he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation ; 

16 Because it is written, ^ Be 
ye holy ; for I am holy. 



14. As obedient children. That is, 
conduct yourselves as becomes the 
children of God, by obeying his com- 
mands ; by submitting to his will ; and 
by manifesting unwavering confidence 
in him as your Father, at all times. 
IT Not fashioning yourselves. Not 
forming or modelling your life. Comp. 
Notes, Rom. xii. 2. The idea is, that 
they were to have some model or ex- 
an^le in accordance with which they 
' were to frame their lives, but that they 
were not to make their own former 
principles and conduct the model. The 
Christian is to be as different from 
what' he was himself before conversion 
as he is from his fellow-men. He is 
to be governed by new laws, to aim 
at new objects, and to mould his life 
in accordance with d3w nrinciples. 
Before conversion he wns (f \ su^ ^moly 
selfish ; (b) he lived for jk ""sonal grati- 
fication; (c) he gave ifree.Jn'largeuce 
to his appetites and passions, restrained 
only by a respect for the decencies of 
life, and by a reference to his own 
health, property, or reputation, without 
regard to the will of God ; (d) he con- 
formed himself to the customs and opi- 
nions around him, rather than to the 
requirements of his Maker; (e) he 
lived for worldly aggrandizements, his 
supreme object being wealth or fame ; 
or (/) in many cases those who are 
now Christians gave indulgence to 
every passion which they wished to 
gratify, regardless of reputation, health, 
property, or salvation. No\v they are 
to be governed by a different rule, and 
their own former standard of morals 
and of opinions is no longer their guide, 
but the will of God. IT According to 
the former lusts in your ignorance, 
When you were ignorant of the re- 



quirements of the gospel, and gave 
yourselves up to the unrestrained in 
dulgence of your passions. 

15. But as he who hath called you 
is holy. On the word called, see Notes 
on Eph. iv. 1. The meaning here is, 
that the model or example in accordance . 
with which they were to frame their 
lives, should be the character of that 
God who had called them into his 
kingdom. They were to be like him. 
Comp. Notes, Matt. v. 48. % So be 
ye holy in all manner of conversation. 
In all your conduct. On the word 
conversation, see Notes on Phil. i. 27 
The meaning is, that since God is holy, 
and we profess to be his followers, we 
ought also to be holy. 

16. Because it is written, Be ye 
holy s for I am holy. Lev. xi. 44. 
This command was addressed at first 
to the Israelites, but it is with equal 
propriety addressed to Christians, as 
the professed people of God. The 
foundation of the command is, that 
they professed to be his people, and 
that as his people they ought to be like 
their God. Comp. Micah iv. 5. It is 
a great truth that men everywhere will 
imitate the God whom they worship. 
They will form their character in ac- 
cordance with his. They will regard 
what he does as right They will at- 
tempt to rise no higher in virtue than 
the God whom they adore, and they 
will practise freely what he is supposed 
to do or approve. Hence, by knowing 
what are the characteristics of the gods 
which are worshipped by any people, 
we may form a correct estimate of the 
character of the people themselves; 
and hence, as the God who is the ob- 
ject of the Christian's worship is per- 
fectly holy, the character of his wor 
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17 And if ye call on the Fa- 
ther, who without respect of 
persons judgeth according to 



a Ph. 2. 12. 



Bhippers should also be holy. And 
hence, also, we may see that the ten- 
dency of trae religion is to make men 
pure. As the worship of the impure 
gods of the heathen moulds the charac- 
ter of the worshippers into their image, 
so the Worship of Jehovah moulds the 
character of his professed friends into 
his image, and they become like him. 

17. And if ye call on the Father, 
That is, if you are true Christians, or 
truly pious— piety being represented in 
the Scriptures as calling on God, or as 
the worship of God. Comp. Acts ix. 
11. Gen. iv. 26. 1 Kings xviii. 24. 
Ps. cxvi. 17. 2 Kmgs ▼.11. 1 Chron. 
zvi. 8. Joel ii. 32. Rom. x. 13. Zeph. 
iii. 9. 1 Cor. i. 2. AcU ii. 21. The 
word < Father' here is used evidently 
not to denote the Father in contradis- 
tinction to the Son, but as referring to 
God as the Father of the universe. 
See ver. 14. "As obedient children.'** 
God is often spoken of as the Father 
of the intelligent beings whom he has 
made. Christians worship him as a 
Father — as one having all the feelings 
of a kind and tender parent towards 
them. Comp. Ps. ciii. 13, seq. IT Who 
without respect of persons. Impar- 
tiality. Who is not influenced in bis 
treatment of men by a regard to 
rank, wealth, beauty, or any external 
distinction. See Notes on Acts x. 34, 
and Rom. ii. 11. ^ Judgeth according 
to every marCs work. He judges each 
one according to his character ; or to 
what he has done. Rev. xxii. 12. 
Notes, 2 Cor. v. 10. The meaning is, 
*you worship a God who will judge 
every man according to his real cha- 
racter, and you should therefore lead 
such lives as he can approve.' ^ Pass 
the time of your sojourning, * Of 
your temporary residence on earth. 
This is not your permanent home, but 
13 



every man's work, pass the time 

of your sojourning here in fear.* 

18 Forasmuch as ye know 

that ye were not redeemed with 



you are strangers and sojourner**' See 
Notes on Heb. xi. 13. ^ In fear^ 
Notes, Phil. ii. 12. Heb. xii. 28. With 
true reverence or veneration for GoJ 
and his law. Religion is often repre- 
sented as the reverent fear of God. 
Deut vi, 2, 13, 24. Prov. i. 7 ; iii. 13 ; 
xiv. 26, 27, et ssepe al 

IS. Forasmuch as ye know. This 
is an argument for a holy life derived 
from the fact that they were redeemed, 
and from the manner in which their 
redemption had been effected. There 
is no more effectual way to induce true 
Christians to consecrate themselves eh- 
tirely to God, than to refer them to the 
fact that they are not their owq^ but 
have been purchased by the blood of 
Christ. IT That ye were not redeemed^ 
On the word rendered redeemed {\vtM<a 
"lutrooyy see Notes, Titus ii. 14. The 
word occurs in the New Testament 
only in Luke xxiv. 21. Titus ii. 14, 
and in this place. The noun (xvrpov 
— lutron) is found in Matt. xx. 28. 
Mark x. 45, rendered ransom. For 
the meaning of the similar word {aato- 
Vof^aaii — apolutrdsis), see Notes on 
Rom. iii. 24. This word occurs in 
Luke xxi. 28. Rom. iii. 24 ; viii. 23. 
1 Cor. i. 30. Eph. i. 7, 14 ; iv. 30. 
Col. u 14. Heb. ix. 15, in all which 
places it is rendered redemption, and 
in Heb. xi. 35, where it is rendered 
deliverance. The word here means 
that they were rescued from sin and 
death by the blood of Christ, as the 
valuable consideration on account of 
which it was done ; that is, the blood 
or the life of Christ offered as a sacri- 
fice effected the same purpose in regard 
to justice and to the maintenance of 
the principles of moral government, 
which the punishment of the sinnet 
himself would have done. It was that 
which God was 'pleased to accept in 
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corruptible things, cls stiver and 
gold, from your vain conversa- 
tion received by tradition from 
your fathers; 



the place of the punishment of the sin- 
ner, as answering the same great ends 
in his administration. The principles 
of his trutii and justice could as cer- 
tainly be maintained in this way as by 
the punishment of the guilty them- 
selves. If so, then there was no ob- 
stacle to their salvation, and they might, 
on repentance, be consistently pardoned 
and taken to heaven. IT With corrupt- 
ibie things, as silver and gold. On 
the word corruptible, as applicable to 
gold, see Notes on ver. 7. Silver and 
gold usually constitute the price or the 
valuable consideration paid for the re- 
demption of captives. It is clear that 
the obligation of one who is redeemed, 
to love his benefactor, is in proportion 
to the price which is paid for his ran- 
som. The idea here b, that a price 
&r more valuable than any amount of 
silxer or gold had been paid for the re- 
demption of the people of God, and 
that they were under proportionate ob- 
ligation to devote themselves to his 
service. They were redeemed by the 
life of the Son of God offered in their 
behalf, and between the value of that 
life and silver and gold there could be 
no comparison. IT From your vain 
conversation. Your vain conduct, or 
manner of life. Notes on ver. 15. 
The word vain applied to conduct 
(/itaf (uo$) means properly empty, fruit- 
less. It is a word often applied to the 
worship of idols, as being nothing, 
worthless^ unable to help (Acts xiv. 15. 
1 Kings xvi. 13. 2 Kings xvii. 15. Jer. 
ii. 5, 8, 19), and is probably used in a 
similar sense in this place. The apos- 
tle refers to their former worship of 
Idols, and to all the abominations con- 
nected with that service as being vain 
and unprofitable; as the worship of 
nothing real (comp. 1 Cor. viii. 4, 
•< Wc know that an idol is nothing in 



19 But with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb ** without 
blemish and without spot : - 

a Jno. i: 39, 36. Ae. 7. 14. 



the world"\; and as lesulting ia a 
course of life that answered none of the 
proper ends of living. From that they 
had been redeemed by the blood of 
Christ. IT Received by tradition from 
your fathers. The mode of worship 
which had been handed down from 
father to son. The worship of idols 
depends on no better reason than that 
it is that which has been practised in 
ancient times,^and it is kept up now in 
all lands in a great degree only by the 
fact that it has had the sanction of the 
venerated men of other generations. 

19. But with the precious blood of 
Christ. On the use of the word blood, 
and the reason why the efficacy of the 
atonement is said to be in the bloody 
see Notes on Rom. iii. 25. The word 
precious (tCfuos) is a word which 
would be applied to that which is worth 
much ; which is costly. Comp. for the 
use of the noun (t'^ft^) in this sense 
Matt, xxvii. 6, « The price of blood." 
Acts iv. 34; v. 2, 3; vii. 16. See also 
for the use of the adjective (rCfjuo^) 
Rev. xvii. 4, "gold and precious stones." 
Rev. xviii. 12, « vessels of most pre- 
cious v/oo6,^* Rev. XX i. 11, «a stone 
most precious," The meaning here 
is, that the blood of Christ had a value 
above silver and gold; it was worth 
more, to wit (1.), in itself — being a 
more valuable thmg ; and (2.) in effect^ 
ing our redemption. It accomplished 
what silver and gold could not do. The 
universe had nothing more valuable to 
offer, of which we can conceive, than 
the blood of the Son of God. \ As of 
a lamb. That is, of Christ regarded 
as a lamb offered for sacrifice. Notes 
on John i. 29. IT Without blemish and 
without spot. Such a lamb only was 
allowed to be offered in sacrifice. Lev. 
xxii. 20—24. Mai. i. 8. This waa 
required (1.) because it was proper 
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80 Who verily was fore-or- 
dained before ** the foundatioo 
of the world, but was manifest 
in these laaA times Jbr you; 

a&e.l3.8. fr Mat. 38. 18. Ph. 2. 9. 



that man should offer that which wm 
regarded as perfect in its kind ; and 
(2.) because only that would be a 
proper symbol of the great sacrifice 
which was to be made by the Son of 
God. The idaa was thus kept up from 
age to age that he, of whom all these 
victims were the emblems, would be 
perfectly pure. 

20. Who vtrily was fore^ordained 
before the foundation of the world. 
That is, it was for»-ordained, or pre- 
determined, that he should be the great 
atoning sacrifice for sin. On the 
meaning of the word fore-ordained 
(Ttpovwworxw) see Rom. yiii. 29. The 
wora is rendered which knew^ Acts 
xxvi. 5 \ foreknew t^nA foreknow, Rom. 
viii. 29 : xi. 2 ; fore^ordained, 1 Pet 
i. 20; and know before, 2 Pet iL 
17. It does not elsewhere occur in 
the New Testament The sense is, 
that the plan was formed, and the ar- 
rangements made for tbe atonement 
^fore the world was created. IT Before 
the foundation of the world. That is, 
from eternity. It was before man was 
formed; before the earth was made; 
before any of the material universe was 
brought into being ; before the angels 
were created. Comp. Notes on Matt 
XXV. 34. John xvii. 24. Eph. i. 4. 
IT BtU was manifest. Was revealed. 
Notes on 1 Tim. iii. 16* ^ In these 
last times. In this, the last dispensa- 
tion of things on the earth. Notes on 
Heb. I 2. IT For you. For your benefit 
or advantage. See Notes on ver. 12. 
It follows from what is said in this 
verse, (1.) That the atonement was 
not an after-thought on the part of 
God. It entered into his plan when 
he made the world, and was revolved 
in his purposes from eternity. (2.) It 
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21 Who by him do believe in 
God, that raised him up from the 
dead, and " gave him glory, that 
your faith and hope might be in 
God. 



was not a device to supply a tlefeet in 
the system ; that is, it was not adopted 
because the system did not work well, 
or because God had been disappointed. 
It was arranged before man was created, 
and when none but God could know 
whether he would stand or fall. (S.) 
The creation of the earth must have 
had some reference to this plan 6f re- 
demption, and that plan must have 
been regarded as in itself so glorious, 
and so desirable, that it was deemed 
best to bring the world into existence 
that the plan might be developed, 
though it would involve the certainty 
that the race would h\\, and that many 
would perish. It was, on the whole, 
more wise and benevolent that the race 
should be created with a certainty that 
they would apostatize, than it would be 
that the race should not be created, and 
the plan of salvation be unknown to 
distant worlds. See Notes on ver. 12. 
21. Who by him do beHeve in God. 
Faith is sometimes represented particu- 
larly as exercised in God, and some- 
times in Christ It is always a charac- 
teristic of true religion that a man has 
faith in God. Gomp. Notes on Mark 
xi. 22. IT That raised him up from 
the dead. Notes on AcU ii. 24 ; iii. 15, 
26; iv. 10 { V. 30 ; xiii. 30. Rom. iv. 
24; vi. 4. I'Cor. xv. 15. ^ And gave 
him glory. By exalting him at his 
own right hand in heaven. Phil. ii. 9. 
1 Tim. iii. 16. Eph. i. 20-, 21. IT That 
your faith and hope might be in God, 
That is, by raising up the Lord Jesus, 
and exalting him to heaven, he has 
laid the foundation of confidence in 
hfs promises, and of the hope of eternal 
life. Comp. Notes on ver. 3. Comp. 
1 Cor. XV. Col. i. 27. 1 These, i. a 
1 Tim. L 1. 
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22 Seeing ye have purified 
jour souls in obeying the truth 
* through the Spirit unto un- 



a Jno. 17. 37, 19. 



22. Seeing ye have purified your 
Mouk* Gr. < Having purified your 
souls.' The apostles were never afraid 
of referring to human agency as having 
an important part in saving the soul. 
Comp. 1 Cor. iv. 15. No one is made 
pure without personal intention or effort 
— any more than one becomes accom- 
plished or learned without personal 
exertion. One of the leading effects 
of the agency of the Holy Spirit is to 
excite us to make efforts for our own 
salvation; and there is no true piety 
which is not the fair result of culture, 
as really as the learning of a Person 
or a Parr, or the harvest of the farmer. 
The amount of effort which we make 
* in purifying our souls* is usually also 
the measure of our attainments in re- 
ligion. No one can expect to have 
any true piety beyond the amount of 
effort which he makes to be conformed 
to God, any more than one can expect 
wedtth, or fame, or learning, without 
exertion. ^In obeying the truth. That 
is, your yielding to the requirements 
of truth, and to its fair influence on 
your minds, has been the means of 
your becoming pure. The truth here 
referred to is, undoubtedly, that which 
is revealed in the gospel — the great 
system of truth respecting the redemp- 
tion of the world. IT Through the 
Spirit, By the agency of the Holy 
Spirit. It is his office to apply truth to 
the mind ; and however precious the 
truth may be, and however adapted to 
secure certain results on the soul, it 
will never produce those effects with- 
out the influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Comp. Titus iii. 6, 6. Notes on John 
iii. 5» IT Unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren. The effect of the influence 
of the Holy Spirit in applying the 
truth has been to produce sincere love 
to all who are true Christians. Comp. 



feigned love * of the brethren, 
see that ye love one another with 
a pure heart fervently : 

ftlJno.3. 14, 18. 



Notes on John xiii. 34. 1 Thess. iv. 9. 
See also 1 John iii. 14 — 18. IT See 
that ye hve one another with pure 
heart fervently, Comp. Notes on Heb. 
xiii. 1. John xiii. 34, 35. Eph. v. 2. 
The phrase * with pure heart fervently,' 
means (1.) that it should bo genuine 
love, proceeding from a hfeart in which 
there is no guile or hypocrisy ; and (2.) 
that it should be intense affection 
(ixtsvuti) i not cold and formal, but 
ardent and strong. If there is any 
reason why we should love true Chris- 
tians at all, there is the same reason 
why our attachment to them should be 
intense. This verse establishes Ihe 
following points : (I.) That truth was 
at the foundation of their piety. They 
had none of which this was not the 
proper basis ; and in which the foun- 
dation was not as broad as the super- 
structure. There is no religion in the 
world which is not the fair development 
of truth ; which the truth is not fitted 
to produce. (2.) They became Chris- 
tians as the result of obeying the truth ; 
or by yielding to its fair influence on' 
the soul. Their own minds complied 
with its claims; their own hearts 
yielded ; there was the exercise of their 
own volitions. This expresses a doc- 
trine of great importance, (a) There 
is always the exercise of the powers 
of the mind in true religion ; always a 
yielding to truth ; always a voluntary 
reception of it into the soul. (6) Re- 
ligion is always of the nature of obedi- 
ence. It consists in yielding to what 
is true and right ; in laying aside the 
feelings of opposition, and in allowing 
the mind to follow where truth and 
duty lead, (c) This would always 
take place when the truth is presented 
to the mind, if there were no voluntary 
resistance. If all men wehe ready to 
yield to the truth, they would become 
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23 Being born '^ again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incor- 
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Christians. The only reason why all 
men do not love and senre God is, that 
they refuse to yield to what they know 
to be true and right (3.) The agency 
by which this was accomplished was 
that of the Holy Ghost. Trath is 
adapted in itself to a certain end or 
result, as seed is adapted to produce a 
harvest. But it will no more of itself 
produce its appropriate effects on the 
soul, than seed will produce a harvest 
without rains, and dews, and suns. In 
all cases, therefore, the proper effect of 
truth on the soul is to be traced to the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, as the 
germination of the seed in the earth is 
to the foreign cause that acts on it 
No man was ever converted by the 
mere effect of truth without the agency 
of the Holy Ghost, any more than seed 
germinates when laid on a hard rock. 
(4.) The effect of this influence of the 
Holy Spirit in applying the truth is to 
produce love to all who are Christians. 
Love to Christian brethren springs up 
in the soul of every one who is truly 
converted ; and this love is just as cer- 
tain evidence that the seed of truth has 
germinated in the soul, as the green 
and delicate blade that peeps up through 
the earth is evidence that the seed 
sown has been quickened into life. 
Comp. Notes on 1 Thess. iv. 9. 1 John 
iiL 14. We may learn hence (a) That 
truth is of inestimable value. It is as 
valuable as religion itself, for all the 
religion iii the world is the result of it 
(b) Error and falsehood are mischiev- 
ous and evil in the same degree. There 
is no true religion which is the fair 
result of error ; and all the pretended 
religion that is sustained by error is 
worthless, (c) If a system of religion, 
or a religious measure or doctrine, can- 
not be defended by truths it should be 
at once abandoned. Comp. Notes on 
13* 



ruptible, by the word * of Qod, 
which liveth and abideth for erer. 

h Ja. 1. 18. 



Job xiii. 7. (d) We should avoid the 
places where error is taught Prov. 
xix. 27. " Cease, my son, to hear the 
instruction that causeth to err from the 
words of knowledge." Prov. xix. 27. 
(e) We should place ourselves under 
the teachings of truth, for there is truth 
enough in the world to occupy all our 
time and attention ; and it is only 6y 
truth that our minds can be benefited. 
23. Being bom again. See Notes 
on John iii. 3. IT Nat of corruptible 
seed. ** Not by virtue of any descent 
from human parents.'' Doddridge. 
The result of such a birth, or of being 
begotten in this way — ^for so the word 
rendered bom again more properly 
signifies — is only <;orruption and decay. 
We are begotten only to die. There 
is no permanent, enduring life produced 
by that It is in this sense that this is 
spoken of as < corruptible seed,' because 
it results in decay and death. The 
word here rendered seed (tf^opa) occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament 
1 But of incorruptible. By truth, 
communicating a living principle to 
the soul which can never decay. Comp. 
1 John iii. 9. « His seed remaineth in 
him ; and he cannot sin, because he is 
bom of God." ^ By the word of God, 
See Notes on James i. 18. « Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of first- 
fruits of his creatures." Comp. Notes 
on John i. 13. It is the uniform doc- 
trine of the scriptures that divine truth 
is made the instrument of quickening 
the soul into spiritual life. ^ Which 
liveth and abideth for ever. This ex- 
pression may either refer to God, as 
living for ever, or to the word of God, 
as being for ever true. Critics are about 
equally divided in the interpretation. 
The Greek will bear either construc- 
tion. Most of the recent critics incline 
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$J4 » For • all flesh is as grass, 
and all the glory of man as the 

1 or, Jbr that, a Is. 40. 6-a 



ilower of grass. The grass with- 
ereth, and the flower thereof fall- 
eth away : 



to the latter opinion — ^that it refers to 
the word of God, or to bis doctrine. 
So Rosenmttller, Doddridge, Bloom- 
field, Wolf, Macknight, Clarke. It 
seems to me, however, that the more 
natural construction of the Greek is to 
refer it to God, as ever-living or en- 
during ; and this interpretation agrees 
well with the connection. The idea 
then is, that as God is ever-living, that 
which is produced directly by him in 
the human soul by the instrumentality 
of truth, may be expected also to en- 
dure for ever. It will not be like the 
ofispring of human parents, themselves 
mortal, liable to early and certain de- 
cay, but may be expected to be as en- 
during as its ever-living Creator. 

24. For all flesh is as grass. That 
is, ril human beings; all men. The 
connection here is this: The apostle, 
in the previous verse, had been con- 
trasting that which is begotten by man 
with that which is begotten by God, in 
reference to its permanency. The for- 
mer was corruptible and decaying ; the 
latter abiding. The latter was pro- 
duced by God who lives for ever ; the 
former by the agency of man, who is 
himself corruptible and dying. It was 
not tttinatural, then, to dwell upon the 
feeble, ^il, decaying nature of man in 
contrasC ivith God; and the apostle, 
therefore, says that *all flesh, every 
human being, is like grass. There is 
no Btabiiity in any thing that man does 
or produces. He himself resembles 
grass that soon fades and withers ; but 
God and his word endure for ever the 
•ame.' The comparison of a human 
being with grass, or with flowers, is 
very beautiful, and is quite common in 
the Scriptures. The comparison turns 
on the fact that the grass or the flower, 
however green or beautiful it may be, 
4oon loses its freshness ; is withered $ 



is cut down and dies. Thus in Psalm 
ciii. 15, 16: 

** As for man, his days are as grass ; 
As a flower of the field, so he flourisbeth ; 
For the wind passeth over it and it is gone. 
And the place thereof shall know it no 
more.*' 

So in Isaiah xl. 6 — 8 ; a passage which 
is evidently referred to by Peter in this 
place : 

" The voice said. Cry. 
And he said. What shaU 1 cry ? 
All flesh is grass, 
And all the goodliness thereof is as the 

flower of the field. 
The grass withereth, 
The flower fadeth, 
When the wind of Jehovah bloweth 

upon it : 
Surely the people is grass. 
The grass withereth. 
The flower fbdeth. 

But the word of our God shall stand 
for ever." 

See also James i. 10, 11. This senti- 
ment is beautifully imitated by the 
great dramatist in the speech of Wol- 
sey : — 

'•This is the state of man; to-day be puts 

forth 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow 

blossoms. 
And bears his blushing honours thick upon 

him. ^ 

The third day comes a firost, a killing 

frost; 
And— when be thinks, good easy man, fliU 

surely 
His greatness is a ripening— nips bis root. 
And then -he falls." 

Comp. Notes on Isa. xl. 6 — 8. ^ And 
all the glory of man. All that man 
prides himself on — his wealth, rank, 
talents, beauty, learning, splendour of 
equipage or apparel. IT As the flower 
of grass. The word rendered *^a«V 
(^^opto;) properly denotes herbage, that 
which furnishes food for animals — pas- 
ture, hay. Probably the prophet Isaiah, 
from whom this passage is taken, re- 
ferred rather to the appearance of a 
meadow or a field, with mingled grass 
and flowers, constituting a beautiful 
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25 But the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. And this '^ is 

a Jno. 1. 1, 14. 3 Pe. 1. 19. 

landscape, than to mere grass. In such 
a field, the grass soon withers with 
heat, and with the approach of winter ; 
and the flowers soon fiide and &1I. 
IT The grass withereih, and the flower 
thereof faileth away. This is repeated, 
as is common in the Hebrew writings, 
for the sake of emphasis, or strong 
confirmation. 

25. But the word of the Lord, In 
Isaiah (xL 8), < the word of oar God.' 
The sense is not materially varied. 
% Endureth for tver. Is anmoved, 
fixed, permanent Amidst all the revo- 
lations on earth, the fading glories of 
natural objects, and the wasting strength 
of man, his troth remains unaffected. 
Its beauty never fades; its power is 
never enfeebled. The gospel system 
is as lovely now as it was when it was 
first revealed to man, and it has as 
much power to save as it had when 
first applied to a human heart We 
see the grass wither at the coming on 
of autumn ; we see the flower of the 
field decay ; we see man, though con- 
fident in his strength, and rejoicing 
in the vigour of his frame, cut down 
in an instant; we see cities decline, 
and kingdoms lose their power: but the 
word of God is the same now that it 
was at first,^ and amidst all the changes 
which may ever occur on the earth that 
will remain the same. ^ And this is 
the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you. That is, this 
gospel is the *■ word' which was referred 
to by Isaiah in the passage which has 
been quoted^— In view, then, of the 
affecting truth stated in the close of 
this chapter (vs. 24, 26), let us learn 
habitually to reflect on our feebleness 
and frailty. « We all do fade as a 
leaf." Isa. Ixiv. 6. Our glory is like 
the flower of the field. Our beauty 
fades, and our strength disappears, as 
easily as the beauty and vigour of the 



the word which by the gospel is 
preached unto you. 



flower that grows up in the morning, 
and that in the evening is cut down. 
Ps. xc. 6. The rose that blossoms on 
the cheek of youth may wither as soon 
as any other rose; the brightness of 
the eye may become dim as readily aa 
the beauty of a field covered with 
flowers; the darkness of death may 
come over the brow of manliness and 
intelligence as readily as night settles 
down on the landscape ; and our robes 
of adorning may be laid aside as soon 
as beauty fades in a meadow full df 
flowers before the scythe of the mower. 
There is not an object of natural beautv 
on which we pride ourselves (hat wiU 
not decay ;^ and soon all our pride and 
pomp will be laid low in the tomb. It 
is sad to look on a beautiful lily, a rose, 
a magnolia, and to think how soon all 
that beauty will disappear. It is more 
sad to look on a fosy cheek, a bright 
eye, a lovely form, an expressive brow, 
an open, serene, intelligent counte- 
nance, and to think how soon all that 
beauty and brilliancy will fade away. 
But amidst these changes which beauty 
undergoes, and the d^olalioas which 
disease and death spread over the 
world, it is cheering to think that "all 
is not so. There is that which does 
not change, which never loses its 
beauty. <The word of the lioid' 
abides. His cheering promises, his as- 
surances that there is a brighter and 
better world, remain amidst alt these 
changes the same. The traits which 
are drawn on the character by the reli- 
gion of Christ, more lovely by &r than 
the most delicate colouring of the li^, 
remain for ever. There they abide, 
augmenting In loveliness, when the 
rose fades from the cheek; when the 
brilliancy departs firom the eye ; when 
the body moulders away in the sepul- 
chre. The beauty of religion is the 
only permanent beauty in the earth; 



152 

CHAPTER II. 

TXTHEREFORE laying aside 

VV « all malice, and all guile, 

and he that has that, need not regret 
that that which in this mortal frame 
charma the eye, shall fade away like 
the flower of the field. 

CHAPTER II. 

AITALTSIS OF THE CHAPTER. 

This chapter may be divided into 
three parts. 

I. An exhortation to those whom 
the apostle addressed, to lay aside all 
malice, and all guile, and to receive 
the simple and plain instructions of the 
word of God with the earnestness with 
which babes desire their appropriate 
food. vs. 1 — 3. Religion reproduces 
the traits of character of chUdren in 
those whom it influences, and they 
ought to regard themselves as new-born 
babes, and seek that kind of spiritual 
nutriment which is adapted to their 
condition as such. 

II. The privileges which they had 
obtained by becoming Christians, while 
80 many others had stumbled at the 
very truths by which they had' been 
saved, vs. 4 — 10. (a) They had come 
to the Saviour, as the living stone on 
which the whole spiritual temple was 
founded, though others had rejected 
him ; they had become a holy priest- 
hood ; they had been admitted to the 
privilege of ofiering true sacrifices, ac- 
ceptable to God. vs. 4, 6. (6) To them 
Christ was precious as the chief corner- 
stone on which all their hopes rested, 
and on which the edifice that was to 
be reared was safe« though that founda- 
tion of the Christian hope had been 
rejected and disallowed by others, vs. 
6 — 8. (c) They were now a chosen 
people, an holy nation, appointed to 
show forth on earth the praises of God, 
though formerly they were not regarded 
as the people of God, and were not 
within the range of the methods by 
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and hypocrisies, and envies, and 
all evil speakings^ 

a Ep. 4. 29, 31. 



which he was acciistoxiied to show 
mercy, vs. 9, 10. 

III. Various duties growing out of 
these privileges, and out of the various 
relations which they sustained in life. 
vs. 1 1—25. (a) The duty of living 
as strangers ^and pilgrims ; of. abstain- 
ing from all those fleshly lusts which 
war against the soul, and of leadinjf 
lives of entire honesty in relation to 
the Gentiles, by whom they were sur- 
rounded, vs. 11, 12. (6) The duty 
of submitting to civil rulers, vs. 13 — 
17. (c) The duty of servants to sub- 
mit to their masters, though their con- 
dition was a hard one in life, and they 
were often called to sufier wrongfully, 
vs. 18—20. (d) This duty was en- 
forced on servants, and on all, from the 
example of Christ, who was more 
wronged than any others can be, and 
who yet bore all his sufferings with 
entire patience, leaving us an example 
that we should follow in his steps, vs. 
21—25. 

1. Wherefore laying aside. On the 
word rendered laying asidet see Rom. 
xiii. 12. Eph. iv. 22, 25. Col. iii. 8. 
The allusion is to putting off clothes, 
and the meaning is, that we are to cast 
off these things entirely ; that is, we 
are no longer to practise them. The 
word wherefore (Sw) refers to the 
reasonings in the first chapter. In view 
of the considerations stated there, we 
should renounce all evil. IT All malice. 
All evil (xaxCaif)* The word malice 
we commonly apply now to a particular 
kind of evil, denoting extreme enmity 
of heart, ill-will, a disposition to injure 
others without cause from mere per- 
sonal gratification, or from a spirit of 
revenge. Webster, The Greek word, 
however, includes evil of all kinds. 
See Notes on Rom. i. 29. Comp. Acts 
viii. 22, where it is rendered wicked^ 
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2 As new-born babes/ desire 

• Hot 118. 3. frlCo.3.S. 



nes8, aod 1 Cor. v. 8 ; xiv. 20. Eph. 
iv. 31. Go), iii. 8. Titos iii. 3. IT And 
all guile. Deceit of all kinds. Notes 
on Rom. i. 39. 2 Cor. xii. 16. 1 Thess. 
ii. 3. IT And hypocrisies. Notes on 
1 Tim. iv. 2. Matt xxiii. 28. Gal. ii. 
13, on the word rendered dissimulation. 
The word means feigning to be what 
we are not ; assuming a false appear- 
ance of religion ; clokiog a wicked 
purpose under the appearance of piety. 
^ And envies. Hatred of others on 
account of some excellency which they 
have, or something which they possess 
which we do not. See Notes on Rom. 
i. 29. IT And all evil speaking, Gr. 
Speaking against others. This word 
(xoK'aXaXba) occurs only here and in 2 
Cor. xii. 20, where it is rendered hack- 
biiings. It would include all unkind 
or slanderous speaking against others. 
This is by no means an uncommon 
fault in the world, and it is one of the 
designs of religion to guard against 
it. Religion teaches us to lay aside 
whatever guile, insincerity, and false 
appearances we may have acquired, 
and to put on the simple honesty and 
openness of children. We all acquire 
more or less of guile and insincerity in 
the course of life. We learn to con- 
ceal our sentiments and feelings, and 
almost unconsciously come to appear 
different from what we really are. It 
is not so with children. In the child 
every emotion of the bosom appears as 
it is. Nature there works well and 
beautifuUyy Every emotion is ex- 
pressed ; every feeling of the heart is 
developed ; and in the cheeks, the open 
eye, the joyous or sad countenance, we 
know all that there is in the bosom, as 
certainly as we know all that there is 
in the rose by its colour and its fra- 
grance. Now, it is one of the pur- 
poses of religion to bring us back to 
this state, and to strip off ail the sub- 
terfuges which we may have acquired 



the sincere milk ^ of the word, 
that ye may grow thereby : 



in life ; and he in whom this effect is 
not accomplished has never been con- 
verted. A man that is characteristically 
deceitful, cunning and crafty^ cannot be 
a Christian. «« Except ye htfCoa^erted, 
and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven." 
Matt, xviii. 3. 

2. As new-bom babes. The phrase 
here used would properly denote those 
which were just born, and hence Chris* 
tians who had just begun the spiritual 
life. See the word explained in the 
Notes on 2 Tim. iii. 15. It is not un- 
common, in the Scriptures, to compare 
Christians with little children. See 
Notes, Matt xviii. 3, for the reasons of 
this comparison. Comp. Notes, 1 Cor. 
iii. 2. Heb. v. 12, 14. H Desire the 
sincere milk of the word. The pure 
milk of the word. On the meaning of 
the word sincere^ see Notes, Eph. vi. 
24. The Greek word here (adoXe») 
means properly that which is without 
guile or falsehood ; then unadulterated, 
pure, genuine. The Greek adjective 
rendered * of the word' (xoyuew)} means 
properly rational, pertaining to reason, 
or mind ; and, in the connection here 
with milk, means that which is adapted 
to sustain the soul. Comp. Notes, 
Rom. xii. 1. There is no doubt that 
there is allusion to the gospel in its 
purest and most simple form, as adapted 
to be the nutriment of the new-born 
soul. Probably there are two ideas 
here ; one, that the proper aliment of 
piety is simple truth ; the other, that 
the truths which they were to desire 
were the more elementary truths of the 
gospel, such as would be adapted to 
those who were babes in knowledge. 
ITTW ye may grow thereby. As babes 
grow on their proper nutriment. Piety 
in the heart is susceptiMe of growth, 
and \» made to grow by its proper ali- 
ment, as a plant or a child is, and will 
g[row in proportion as it has the propef 
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3 If so be ye have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious. 



a Pb. 34. 8. 



4 To whom coming, as unto 
a living stone, disallowed * in- 

iPs. 118.22. 



kind of nutriment From this verse 
we may see, (1.) The reason of the 
injunction of the Saviour to Peter, to 
< feed his lambs.' John zxi. 15. vs. 1, 2. 
Young Christians strongly resemble 
children — ^babes ; and they need watch- 
ful care, and kind attention, and appro- 
priate aliment, as much as new-born 
infants do. Piety receives its form 
much from its commencement; and 
the character of the whole Christian 
life will be determined in a great degree 
by the views entertained at first, and 
the kind of instruction which is given 
to those who are just entering on their 
Christian course. We may also see, 
(2.) That it furnishes evidence of con- 
version, if we have a love for the sim- 
ple and pure truths of the gospel. It 
is evidence that we have spiritual life, 
as really as the desire of appropriate 
nourishment is evidence that an infiint 
has natural life. The new-bom soul 
loves the truth. It is nourished by it. 
It perishes without it. The gospel is 
just what it wants ; and without that 
it could not live. We may also learn 
from this verse, (3.) That the truths of 
the gospel which are best adapted to 
that state are those which are simple 
and plain. Comp. Heb. v. 12, 13, 14. 
It is not philosophy that is needed dien ; 
it is not the profound and difficult doc- 
trines of the gospel ; it is those element- 
ary truths which lie at the foundation 
of all religion, and which can be com- 
prehended by children. Religion makes 
every one docile and humble as a child ; 
and whatever may be the age at which 
one is converted, or whatever attain- 
ments he may have made in science, 
he relishes the same truths which are 
loved by the youngest and most un- 
lettered child that is brought into the 
kingdom of God. 

3. If 80 be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious. Or rather, as Dod- 



dridge renders it, **Since you have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious." The apos- 
tle did not mean to express any doubt 
on the subject, but to state that, since 
they had had an experimental acquaint- 
ance with the grace of €rod, they should 
desire to increase more and more in- the 
knowledge and love of him. On the 
use of the word /os/e, see Notes on 
Heb. vi. 4. 

4. To whom coming. To the Lord 
Jesus, for so the word * Lord' is to be 
understood in ver. 3. Comp. Notes 
on Acts i. 24. The idea here is, that 
they had come to him for salvation, 
while the great mass of men rejected 
him. Others 'disallowed' him, and 
turned away from him,, but they had 
seen that he was the one chosen or 
appointed of God, and had come to him 
in order to be saved. Salvation is often 
represented as coming to Christ. See 
Matt. xi. 28. IT As unto a living stone. 
The allusion in this passage is to Isa. 
xxviii. 16. "Behold I lay in Zion for 
a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious corner-stone, a sure founda- 
tion ; he that believeth shall not make 
haste." See Notes on that passage. 
There may be also possibly an allusion 
to Ps. cxviii. 22. «The stone which 
the builders disallowed, is become the 
head-stone of the corner." The refer- 
ence is to Christ as the foundation on 
which the church is reared. He oc- 
cupied the same place in regard to 
the church which a foundation-stone 
does to the edifice that is reared upon 
it. Comp. Matt. vii. 24, 26. See Notes 
on Rom. ix. 33, and Eph. ii. 20—22. 
The phrase « living stone' is however 
unusual, and is not found, I think, ex- 
cept in this place. There seems to be 
an incongruity in it, in attributing Ufe 
to a stone, yet the meaning is not diffi- 
cult to be understood. The purpose 
was not to speak of a temple, like that 
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deed of men, but chosen of God, 
and precious. 



at Jerusalem, made up of gold and 
costly stones ; but of a temple made up 
of iiving materials — of redeemed men 
— in which God now resides. In 
speaking of that, it was natural to refer 
to the foundation on which the whole 
rested, and to speak of that as corre- 
sponding to the whole edifice. It was 
all a living temple — a temple composed 
of living materials — from the founda- 
tion to the top. Compare the expression 
in John iv. 10, ** He would have given 
thee Hving water " that is, water 
which would have imparted life to the 
aoul. So Christ imparts life to the 
whole spiritual temple that is reared 
on him as a foundation. IT Disallowed 
indeed of men. Rejected by them, 
first by the Jews, in causing him to be 
put to death ; and then by alt men 
when he is ofiered to them as their 
Saviour. See Notes, Isa. liii. 3. Pa. 
cxviii. 22. « Which the builders re- 
fused." Comp. Notes, Matt. xxi. 42. 
Acts iv. 11. % But chosen of God. 
Selected by him as the suitable foun- 
dation on which to rear his church. 
^ And precious. Valuable. The uni- 
verse had nothing more valuable on 
which to rear the spiritual temple. 

5. Ye also as lively stones. Gr. 
* living stones.* The word should 
have been so rendered. The word 
lively with us now has a different 
meaning from livings and denotes act- 
ive, quick, sprightly. The Greek 
word is the same as that used in the 
pjrevious verse, and rendered living. 
The meaning is, that the materials of 
which the temple here referred to 
was composed were living materials 
throughout. The foundation is a living 
foundation, and all the superstructure 
is composed of living materials. The 
purpose of the apostle here is to com- 
pare the church to a beautiful temple — 
such as the temple in Jerusalem, and 
to show that it is complete in all its 



5 Ye also, as lively stones,' 

I or, ht ye. 



parts, as that was. It has within itaelf 
what corresponds with every thing that 
was valuable in that. It is a beautiful 
structure like that, and as in that there 
was a priesthood, and there were real 
and acceptable sacrifices offered, so it 
is in the Christian church. The Jews 
prided themselves much on their tem« 
pie. It was a most costly and splendid 
edifice. It was the place where God 
was worshipped, and where he was 
supposed to dwell. It had an imposing 
service, and there was acceptable wor- 
ship rendered there. As a new dis- 
pensation was introduced ; as the ten- 
dency of the Christian system was to 
draw off the worshippers from that 
temple, and to teach them that God 
could be worshipped as acceptably else- 
where as at Jerusalem (John iv. 21 — 
23) ; as Christianity did not inculcate 
the necessity of rearing splendid tem- 
ples for the worship of God ; and as in 
fact the temple at Jerusalem was about 
to be destroyed for ever, it was import- 
ant to show that in the Christian church 
there might be found all that was truly 
beautiful and valuable in the temple 
at Jerusalem ; that it had what corre- 
sponded to what was in fact most pre- 
cious there, and that there was still a 
most magnificent and beautifiil temple 
on the earth. Hence the sacred writers 
labour to show that all was found in 
the church that had made the temple 
at Jerusalem so glorious, and that the 
great design contemplated hy the erec- 
tion of that splendid edifice— the main- 
tenance of the worship of God — ^waa 
now accomplished in a more glorious 
manner than even in the services of 
that house. For there was a temple, 
made up of living materials, which was 
still the peculiar dwelling-place of God 
on the earth. In that temple there 
was a holy priesthood — for every Chris- 
tian was a priest. In that temple there 
were sacrifices offered, as acceptable to 
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are built up a spiritual house, '^ 

a He. 3. 6. 



God as in the former — for they were 
spiritual sacrifices, offered continually. 
These thoughts were often dwelt upon 
by the apostle Paul, and are here il- 
lustrated by Peter, evidently with the 
same design, to impart consolation to 
those who had never been permitted to 
worship at the temple in Jerusalem, 
and to comfort those Jews, now con- 
verted to Christianity, who saw that 
that splendid and glorious edifice was 
about to be destroyed. The peculiar 
abode of God on the earth was now 
removed firom that temple to the Chris- 
tian t^iwch. 'She first aspect in which 
this is illustrated "bere is, that the tem- 
ple of God was made up of "living 
stones;" that is, that the materials 
were not inanimate stones, but endued 
with life, and tfe much more valuable 
tbas those «npJoyed in the temple at 
Jerusalem, as the soul is more precious 
than any materials of stone. There 
were living beings which composed 
that t0mple, conatituting a more beau- 
tiful structure, and a more ajppropriafe 
dwelling-place for -God, than an^ edi- 
fice cQvAd be made of stone, however 
costly or valuable. IT A spiritual house. 
A spiritual temple, not made of perish- 
able, materials, like that at Jerusalem ; 
not composed of matter j as that was, 
but made up of redeemed souls — a 
temple more appropriate to be the re- 
sidence of one who is a pure spirit 
Comp. Notes on Eph. ii. 19 — 22, and 
1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 1 An holy priest- 
hood. In the temple at Jerusalem, the 
priesthood appointed to minister there, 
and to offer sacrifices, constituted an 
essential part of the arrangement. It 
was important, therefore, to show that 
ibis was not overlooked in the spiritual 
temple that God was raising. Accord- 
ingly, the apostle says, that this is 
amply provided for, by constituting the 
whole body of Christians to be in fact 
* priesthood. Every one is engaged 



an holy priesthood, * to offer up 

ilB.61.6. Re. 1.6. 



in offering acceptable sacrifice to God. 
The business is not entrusted to a par- 
ticular class to be known c» priests; 
there is not a particular portion to 
whom the name is to be peculiarly 
given, but every Christian is in fact a 
priest, and is engaged in offering an 
acceptable sacrifice to God. See Rom. 
i. 6. "And hath made us kings and 
priesto unto God." The Great High 
Priest in this service is the Lord Jesus 
Christ (see the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
passim), but besides him there is no 
one who sustains this office except as 
it is borne by all the Christian mem- 
bers. There are ministers, elders, paS' 
tors, evangelists, in the church; but 
there is no one who is a priest,' exce^^i 
in the general sense that all are priests 
— for the great sacrifice has been offered, 
and there is no expiation now to be 
made. The name priest, therefore, 
should never be conferred on a minis- 
ter of the gospel. It is never so given 
in the New Testament, and there was 
a reason why it should not be. The 
proper idea of a priest is one who offers 
sacrifice ; but the ministers of the New 
Testament have no sacrifices to offer-— ^ 
the one great and perfect oblation for 
the sins of the world having been 
made by the Redeemer on the cross. 
To him, and him alone, under the New 
Testament dispensation should the 
name priest be given, as it is uniformly 
in the New Testament, except in the 
general sense in which it is given to 
all Christians. In the Roman Catholic 
communion it is consistent to give the 
name priest to a minister of the gospel, 
but it is wrong to do it. It is consist^- 
ent, because they claim that a true «a- 
crifice of the body and blood of Christ 
is offered in the mass. It is wrong, 
because that doctrine is wholly contrary 
to the New Testament, and is deroga- 
tory to the one perfect oblation which 
has been once made for the sins of the 
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spiritual * sacrifices, acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ. 

6 Wherefore also it is con- 
tained in the Scripture/ Behold, 
I lay in Sion a chief corner-stone, 

aMsLLU. Ms.88.16. 



world, and is conferriog on a dan of 
men a deg^we of importance and of 
power to which they have no claim, 
and which is so liable to abuse. But 
in a Protatant church it is neither 
consistent nor right to give the name 
to a minister of religion. The only 
sense in which the term can now be 
used in the Christian church is a sense 
in which it is applicable to all Chris^ 
tians alike— that they « oflfor the sacri- 
fice of prayer and praise." T To offer 
up spiritual aaerifieee. Not bloody 
oflbrings, the blood of lambs and bul- 
. locks, but those which are the offerings 
of the heart — the sacrifices of prayer 
and praise. As there is a priest, there 
is also involved the notion of a som- 
Jiee, but that which is ofibred is such 
as all Christians ofifer to God, proceed- 
ing from the heart, and breathed forth 
from the lips, and in a holy life. It is 
called sacrifice, not because it makes 
an expiation for sin, but because it is 
of the nature of worship. Comp. Notes 
on Heb. xiii. 16 ; x. 14. 1 Acceptable 
to God hy Jesus Ckriet, Comp. Notes 
on Rom. xii. 1. Through the merits 
of the great sacrifice made by the Re- 
deemer on the cross. Our prayers and 
praises are in themselves so imper- 
fect, and proceed from such polluted 
lips and hearte, that they can be ac- 
ceptable only through him as our inter- 
cessor before the throne of God. Comp. 
Notes on Heb. ix. 24, 25; x. 19—22. 
6. Wherefore also it is contained in 
the Scriptures. Isa. xxviii. 16. The 
quotation is substantially as it is found 
in the Septuagint. 1 Behold, I lay in 
Sion. See Notes on Isa. xxviii. 16, 
and Rom. ix. 33. IT A chief corner- 
stone. The principal stone on which 
14 
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elect, precious : and he that be> 
lieveth on him shall not be con- 
founded. 

7 Unto you therefore which 
believe, he is 'precious : but unto 

^ an kcnaur. 



the corner of the edifice rests. A stone 
is selected for this which is large and 
solid, and, usually, one which is squared 
and wrought with care ; and as such a 
stone is commonly laid with solemn ce- 
remonies, to, perhaps, in allusion to thia» 
it is here said by God that he toould 
lay this stone at the foundation. The 
solemnities attending this were those 
which accompanied the great xerft of 
the Redeemer. See the fr<Axl explaftied 
in the Notes on Eph. il 20. IT Elect. 
Chosen of Grod, or selected for this pur- 
pose, ver. 4. 1 And he that beUeveth 
on him shall not be confounded. Shell 
not be ashamed. The Hebieur is^ « skdl 
not make haste.' See it espiained in 
the Notes on Rom. ix. 33. 

7. Vhto you, therefore, which belkwe* 
Christians are often oellftd simp^f 6e- 
Mevers, because faith in the Saviour is 
one of the prominent characteristics by 
which they are distinguished fcem theii 
fellow-men. It sufficiently deserihea 
any man, to say that he is a beiie9tr 
in the Lord Jesus. IT He is prtcious. 
Marg., an honour. That is, aeoordfog 
to the margin, it is an h^noOr to iteW&ve 
on him, and should be so regarded. 
This is true, but it is very doubtful 
whether this is the idea of Peter. The 
Greek is i^ -ftp}; literally, < esteem, 
honour, respect, reverence ;' then < value 
or price.' The noun is probably used 
in the place of the adjective, in the 
sense of honourable, valued, precious ; 
and it is not incorrectly rendered in the 
text, < he is precious.' The connection 
demands this interpretation. Tie apos- 
tle was not showing that it was an 
honour to believe on Christ, but was 
stating the estimate which was put on 
him by those who believe, as contrasted 
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them which be disobedient^ the 



with the view taken of him by the 
world. The truth which is taught is, 
that while the Lord Jesus is rejected 
by the great mass of men, he is regard- 
ed by all Christians as of inestimable 
value. (I.) Of the fact there can be 
no doubt. Somehmv, Christians per- 
ceive a value in him which is seen in 
nothing else. This is evinced (a) in 
their avowed estimate of him as their 
best friend ; (6) in their being willing 
80 far to honour him as to commit to 
him the keeping of their souls, resting 
the whole question of their salvation 
on him alone; (c) in their readiness 
to keep his i^ommands, and to serve 
him, while the mass of men disobey 
him ; and (d) in their being willing to 
■die for him. (II.) The reasons why 
he is so precious to them are efuch as 
these: (1.) They are brought into a 
condition where they can appreciate his 
worth. To see the value of food, we 
must be hungry ; of clothing, we must 
be exposed to the winter's blast; of 
home, we must be wanderers without 
a dwelling-place ; of medicine, we must 
be sick; of competence, we must be 
poor. So, to see the value of the Sa- 
viour, we must see that we are poor, 
helpless, dying sinners ; that the soul 
is of inestimable worth ; that we have 
no merit of our own ; and that unless 
some one interpose, we must perish. 
Every one who becomes a true Chris- 
tian is brought to this condition ; and in 
this state he can appreciate the worth of 
the Saviour. In this respect Christians 
are unlike the condition of the rest of 
mankind, for they are in no better state 
to appreciate the worth of the Saviour 
than the man in health is to appreciate 
the value of the healing art, or than he 
irho has never had a want nnsupplied, 
the kindness of one who comes to us 
with an abundant supply of food. (2.) 
The Lord Jesus is in fact of more value 
to them than any other benefactor. We 
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have had benefactors who have done 
us good, but none who have done us 
'such good as he has. We have had 
parents, teachers, kind friends, who 
have provided for us, taught us, relieved 
us ; but all that they have done for ufl 
is slight, compared with what he has 
done. The fruit of their kindness, for 
the most part, pertains to the present 
world ; and they have not laid down 
their lives for us. What he has done 
pertains to our welfare to all eternity ; 
it is the fruit of the sacrifice of his own 
life. How precious should the name 
and memory of one be who has laid 
down his own life to save us! (3.) We 
owe all our hopes of heaven to him ; 
and in proportion to the value of such 
a hope, he is precious to us. We have 
no hope of salvation but in him. Take 
that away, — ^blot out the name and the 
work of the Redeemer, and we see no 
way in which we could be saved, — ^we 
have no prospect of being saved. As 
our hope of heaven, therefore, is valu- 
able to us ; as it supports us in trial ; 
as it comforts us in the hour of death, 
80 is the Saviour precious; and the 
estimate which we form of him is in 
proportion to the value of such a hope. 
(4.) There is an intrinsic value and 
excellency in the character of Christ, 
apart from his relation to us, which 
makes him precious to those who can 
appreciate his worth. In his character, 
abstractly considered, there was more to 
attract, to interest, to love, than in that 
of any other one who ever lived in our 
world. There was more purity, more 
benevolence, more that was great in 
trying circumstances, more that was 
generous and self-denying, more that 
resembled God, than in any other one 
who ever appeared on earth. In the 
moral firmament, the character of Christ 
sustains a pre-eminence above all others 
who have lived, as great as the glory 
of the sun is superior to the feeble lights. 
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lowed, the same is made the head 
of the corner, 



though BO numerouf, which glimmer at 
midnight With sach views of him, it 
is not to be wondered at, that, however 
he may be estimated by the world, < to 
them who believe, he is fbbgious.' 
IT But urUo them whibh be disobedient 
Literally, unwilling to be persuaded 
(drtcc^^) > that is, ^ose who refused 
to believe ; who were obstinate or con- 
tamacions. Lake i. 17. Rom. i. 80. 
The meaning is, that to them he is 
made a stone against which they im- 
pinge, and rain themselves. Notes, 
ver. 8. % The stone wkieh the builders 
disallowed. Which they rejected, or 
refused to make a comer-stone. The 
allasion here, by the word * builders,' 
is primarily to the Jews, represented 
as raising a temple of salvation, or 
building with reference to eternal life. 
They refused to lay this stone, which 
Grod had appointed, as the foundation 
of their hopes, but preferred some other 
foundation. See this passage explained 
in the Notes on Matt. xxi. 42. Acts 
iv. 1 1, and Rom. ix. 33. IT The same 
is made the head of the comer. That 
is, though it is rejected by the mass of 
men, yet God has in fact made it the 
cpmer-stone on which the whole spirit- 
ual temple rests. Acts iv. 11, 12. 
However men may regard it, there is 
in fact no other hope of heaven than 
that which is founded on the Lord Je- 
sus. If men are not saved by him, he 
becomes to them a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of ofiSence. 

8. And a stone of stumbling, A 
stone over which they stumble, or 
against which they impinge. The idea 
seems to be that of a comer-stone which 
projects from the building, against which 
they dash themselves, and by which 
they are made to fall. See Notes on 
Matt. xxi. 44. The rejection of sthe 
Saviour becomes the means of their 
ruin. They refuse to build on him, 
and it is as t/ one should run against | 



8 And a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence, even to 



a solid projecting comer-stone of a 
house, that would certainly be the 
means of their destruction. Comp. 
Notes, Luke i. 34. An idea similar to 
this occurs in Matt. xxi. 44. «< Who- 
soever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken." The meaning is, that if this 
foundation-stone is not the means of 
their salvation, it will be of their ruin. 
It is not a matter of indifference whe- 
ther they believe on him or not ; whe- 
ther they accept or reject him. They 
cannot reject him without the most 
fearful consequences to their souls, 
^And a rock of offence. This ex- 
presses substantially the same idea as 
the phrase, < stone of stumbUng.' The 
word rendered * offence* ((y»avdo9uw) 
means properly ^^9itrap^tick-^SL crook* 
ed stick on which the bait is fastened, 
which the animal strikes against, and 
so springs the trap" (Robinson, Lex,) ; 
then a trap, gin, snare ; and then anjF 
thing which one strikes or stumbles 
against; a stumbling-block. It then 
denotes that which is the cause or oe* 
casion of ruin. This language would 
be strictly applicable to the Jews, who 
rejected the Saviour on account of his 
humble birth, and whose rejection of 
him was made the occasion of the de- 
struction of their temple, city, and na- 
tion. But it is also applicable to all 
who reject him, from whatever cause ; 
for their rejection of him will be fol- 
lowed with ruin to their souls. It is a 
crime for which God will judge them 
as certainly as he did the Jews who 
disowned him and crucified him, for 
the offence is substantially the same. 
What might have been, therefore, the 
means of their salvation, is made th^ 
cause of their deeper condemnation. 
IT Even to them which stumble at the 
word. To all who do this. That is, 
they take the same kind of offence at 
the gospel which the Jews did at the 
Saviour himself It is substantially the 



160 



L PETER. 



[A. D. 60. 



them which stamble at the word, 



same tbing^and the consequences must 
be the sande. How jkies the conduct 
of the man who rejects the Saviour 
now, differ from that of hin who r»- 
' j^cted him when be was on the earth f 
5 Being disobedient ver. 7. The rea- 
son why they reject him is, that they 
are not disposed to obey. They are 
• solemnly commanded to believe the 
gospel ; and a refusal to do it, there- 
fore, is as really an act of disobedience 
as to break any other command of God. 
IT Whereunto they were appointed (h j 
o xal iti^aw). The word < where- 
unto' means unto which. But unto 
what 1 It cannot be suppgsed that it 
means that they were * appointed' to 
believe on him and be saved by him, 
for (1.) this would involve all the dif- 
ficulty which is ever felt in the doctrine 
of decrees or election ; for it would then 
mean that he had eternally desij^nated 
them to be saved, which is the doctrine 
of predestination ; and (9.) (^ this were 
the true interpretation, the consequence 
Would follow Uiat God had been foiled 
in his plan ; for the reference here is 
to those who would not be saved, that 
is, to those who < stumble at that stam- 
bling-stone,' and are destroyed. Calvin 
supposes that it means < unto which w- 
jection and destruction they were de- 
signated in the purpose of God.' So 
Bloomfield renders it, " Unto which 
(disbelief) they were destined" ( Crit, 
Dig') ; meaning, as he supposes, that 
« into this stumbling and disobedience 
they were permitted by God to fall." 
Doddridge interprets it, <* to which also 
they were appointed by the righteous 
sentence of God, long before, even as 
early as in his first purpose and decree 
he ordained his Son to be the great 
Foundation of his church." Rosen- 
miiller gives substantially the same in- 
terpretation. Clemens Romanus says 
it means < that they were appointed, not 
that they should sin, but that, sinning, 



being disobedient; whereunto' 
also they were appointed. 



they should be punished.^ See Wet- 
stein* S« Macknight, ** To which pun^ 
ishmeni they were appointed." Whitby 
gives the fAme interpretation of it, that 
i)ecause they were disobedient (refer- 
ring, as he supposes, to the Jews who 
rejected the Messiah), « they were ap- 
pointed, for the popishment of that dis- 
obedience, to fait and perish." Dr. 
Clarke supposes that it means that ihey 
were prophesied of that they should 
thus fall ; or that, long before, it was 
predicted that they should thus stumble 
and HW, In reference to the meaning 
of this difficult passage, it is proper to 
observe that there is in the Greek verb 
necessarily the idea of designation^ ap- 
pointment, purpose. There was some 
agency or intention by which they 
were pot in that condition ; some act 
of placing or appointing (the word 
ti^ttlptc meaning to set, put, lay^ lay 
down, appoint, constitute), by which 
this result was brought about. The 
fair aense» therefore, and one from 
which we cannot escape, is, that this 
did not happen by chance or accident, 
but that there was a divine arrange- 
ment, appointment, or plan on the part 
of God in reference to this result, and 
that the result was in conformity with 
that So it is said in Jude 4, of a simi- 
lar class of men, " For there are certain 
men crept in unawares, who were be- 
fore of old ordained to this condemna- 
tion." The facts were these:— (1.) 
That God appointed his Son to be the 
corner-stone of his church. (2.) That 
there was a portion of the world which, 
from some cause, would embrace him 
and be saved. (3.) That there was 
another portion who, it Was certain, 
would 720^ embrace him. (4.) That it 
was known that the appointment of the 
Lord Jesus as a Saviour, would be the 
occasion of their rejecting him, and of 
their deeper and more aggravated con- 
demnation. (6.) That the arrangement 
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was nevertheless made, with the under- 
standing that all this unntld be to,^ and 
because it was best on the whole that 
it should be so, even though this con- 
sequence would follow. That is, it 
was better that the arrangement should 
be made for the salvation of men even 
with this result, that 8 part would sink 
into deeper condemnation, than that no 
arrangement should be made to save 
any. The primary and originating ar- 
rangement, therefore, did not contem- 
plate them or their destruction, but was 
made with reference to others, and not- 
withstanding they would reject him, 
and would fall. The expression whert' 
unto (tii o) refers to this plan, as in- 
volving, under the circumstances, the 
result which actually followed. Their 
stumbling and falling was not a matter 
of chance, or a result which was not 
contemplated, but entered into the origi* 
nal arrangement; and the «;Aa£?» there- 
fore, might be said to be in accordance 
with a wise plan and purpose. And (6.) 
it might be said in this sense, and in 
this connection, that those who would 
reject him were appointed to this stum- 
bling and falling. It was what was 
foreseen ; what entered into the general 
arrangement; what was involved in 
the purpose to save any. It was not a 
matter that was unforeseen, that the con- 
sequence of giving a Saviour would 
result in the condemnation of those 
who should crucify and reject him ; but 
the whole thing, as it actually occurred, 
entered into the divine arrangement. 
It may be added, that as in the facts in 
the case nothing wrong has been done 
by God, and no one has been deprived 
of any rights, or punished more than 
be deserves, it was not wrong in him 
to make the arrangement. It was better 
that the arrangement should be made 
as it is, even with this consequence, 
than that none at all should be made 
for human salvation. Gomp. Notes on 



Rom. ix. 15—18. John xii. 3d, 40. 
This is just a statement, in accordance 
with what everywhere occurs in the 
Bible, that all things enter into the 
eternal plans of Qod; that nothing 
happens by chance ; that there is no 
thing that was not foreseen ; and that 
the plan is sttch a% en the whole, Qod 
saw t9 b« best and wise, and therefore 
adopted it. tf there is nothing un- 
just and wu>ng in (be actual developC' 
merit of the pla», there was nothing in 
forming it At the same time, no roan 
who disbelie¥es and rejects the gospel 
should take refuge in this as an excuse. 
He was * appointed' to it no otherwise 
than as it actually occurs ; and as they 
know that they are voluntary in reject- 
ing him, they cannot lay the blame of 
this on the purposes of God. They 
are not firced or compelled to do it ; 
but it was seen that this consequence 
would Ibllow, and the plan was laid to 
i9nd.the Saviour notwithstanding. 

9. But yc tx^a cho$en generation. 
In contradistinctioa Arom those who, 
by their disobedience, had rejected the 
Saviour as the foundation of hope. The 
people of God are often represented as 
his ehosen or elected people. See Notes 
on cbi i. 2. ITil roi/al priesthood. See 
Notes on ver. 5. The meaning of this 
is, probably, that they « at once bore 
the dignity of kings, and the sanctity 
of priests." DoddHdge, Comp. Rev. 
i. 6. ** And hath made us kings and 
priests unto God." See also Isa. Ixi. 6. 
**But ye shall be named priests of the 
Lord ; men shall call you ministers of 
our God." It may be, however, that 
the word roy<U is used only to denote 
the dignity of the priestly office which 
they sustained, or that they constituted, 
as it were, an entire nation or kingdom 
of prieste. They were a kingdom over 
which he presided, and they were all 
priests, so that it might be said they 
were a kingdom of priesU ; a kingdom 
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of darkness '^ into his marvellous 
light: 



in which all the subjects were engaged 
in offering sacrifice to God. The ex- 
pression appears to be taken from Ex. 
six. 6 — « And ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests" — and is such Ian- 
guage as one who had been educated 
as a Jew would be likely to employ to 
set forth the dignity of those whom he 
regarded as the people of God. 1 An 
holy nation. This is also taken from 
Ex. xix. 6. The Hebrews were re- 
garded as a nation consecrated to God, 
and now that they were cast off or re- 
jected for their disobedience, the same 
language was properly applied to the 
people whom God had chosen in their 
place — ^the Christian church. ^ Ape- 
euHar people. Comp. Notes on Titus 
ii. 14. The margin here is purchased. 
The word peculiar, in its common ac- 
ceptation now, would mean that they 
were distinguished from others, or were 
singular. The reading in the margin 
would mean that they had been bought 
or redeemed. Both these things are so, 
but neither of them expresses the exact 
sense of the original. The Greek (yjob^ 
ui ftspcrtolfjaw) means, * a people for a 
possession;* that is, as pertaining to 
God. They are a people which he has 
secured as a possession, or as his own; 
a people, therefore, which belong to 
him, and to no other. In this sense 
they are peculiar as being his ; and, 
being such, it may be inferred that they 
should be peculiar in the sense of being 
unlike others in their manner of life. 
But that idea is not- necessarily in the 
text Thece seems to be here also an 
allusion to Ex. xix. 6. « Ye shall be 
a peculiar treasure with me (Sept. xaJb^ 
fCspuwavoi) above all people." IF That 
ye should show forth the praises of 
him. Marg. virtues. The Greek word 
(opf-r^) means properly good quality, 
excellence of any kind. It means here 
the excellencies of God — ^his goodness, 
his wondrous deeds, or those things 



a Ac. 26. 18. 



which make it proper to praise him. 
This shows one great object for which 
they were redeemed. It was that they 
might proclaim the glory of God, and 
keep up the remembrance of his won- 
drous deeds in the earth. This is to 
be done (a) by proper ascriptions of 
praise to him in public, family and 
social worship ; (b) by being always 
the avowed friends of God, ready ever 
to vindicate his government and ways ; 
(c) by endeavouring to make known 
his excellencies to all those who are 
ignorant of him ; and (d) by such a 
life as shall constantly proclaim his 
praise — as the sun, the moon, the stars, 
the hills, the streams, the flowers do, 
showing what God does. The con- 
sistent life of a devoted Christian is a 
constant setting forth of the praise of 
God, showing to all that the God who 
has made him such is worthy to be 
loved. 1 Who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. 
On the word calted, see Notes on Eph, 
iv. 1. Darkness is the emblem of 
ignorance, sin, and misery, and refers 
here to their condition before their con- 
version. Light is the emblem of the 
opposite, and is a beautiful representa- 
tion of the state of those who are 
brought to the knowledge of the gospel. 
See Notes on Acts xxvi. 18. The word 
marvellous means wonderful; and the 
idea is, that the light of the gospel was 
such as was unusual, or not to be found 
elsewhere, as that excites wonder or 
surprise which we are not accustomed 
to see. The primary reference here is 
undouhtedly to those who had been 
heathens, and to the great change which 
had been produced by their having been 
brought to the knowledge of the truth 
as revealed in the gospel ; and, in re- 
gard to this, no one can doubt that the 
one state deserved to be characterized 
as darkness, and the other as light 
The contrast was as great as that 



A.D.aO.] 



CHAPTER IL 



163 



10 Which * in time phst were 
not a people, but are now the 
people of God : wliich Had not 
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between midnight and noon-day. Bat 
what is here said is substantially correct 
of all who are converted, and is often 
as strikingly true of those who have 
been brought up in Christian lands as 
of those who have lived among the 
heathen. The change in conversion 
is often so great and so rapid; the 
views and feelings are so different be- 
fore and after conversion, that it seems 
like a stidden transition from midnight 
to noon. In all cases, also, of true 
conversion, though the change may 
not be so striking, or apparently so 
sudden, there ia a change of which this 
may be regarded as substantially an 
accurate description. In many cases 
the convert can adopt this language in 
all its fulness, as descriptive of his own 
conversion ; in all cases of genuine 
conversion it is true that each one can 
say that he has been called from a state 
in which his mind was dark to one in 
which it is comparatively clear. 

10. Which in time past were not a 
people. That is, who formerly were 
not regarded as the people of God. 
There is an allusion here to the pas- 
sage in Hosea ii. 23. «And I will 
have mercy upon her that had not ob- 
tained mercy ; and I will say to them 
which were not my people. Thou art 
my people ; and they shall say, Thou 
art my God." It is, however, a mere 
allusion, such as one makes who uses 
the language of another to express his 
ideas, without meaning to say that 
both refer to the same subject. In 
Hosea, the passage refers evidently to 
the reception of one portion of the 
Israelites into favour after their rejec- 
tion ; in Peter, it refers mainly to those 
who had been Gren tiles, and who had 
never been recognised as the people of 
God. The language of the prophet 
would exactly express his idea, and he 



obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. 

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech 



therefore uses it without intending to 
say that this was its original applica- 
tion. See it explained in the Notes on 
Rom. ix. 25. Comp. Notes on Eph. 
ii. 11, 12. 1 Which had not obtained 
mercy. That is, who had been living 
unpardoned, having no knowledge of 
the way by which sinners might be 
forgiven, and no evidence that your 
sins were forgiven. They were then 
in the condition of the whole heathen 
world, and they had not then been ac- 
quainted with the glorious method by 
which God forgives iniquity. 

11. Dearly belovedt 1 beseech you as 
strangers and pilgrims. On the word 
rendered strangers (rfapoexo^), see 
Notes on Eph. ii. 19, where it is ren- 
dered foreigners. It means properly, 
one dwelling near, neighbouring ; then 
a by-dweller, a sojourner, one without 
the rights of citizenship, as distin- 
guished from a citizen ; and it means 
here that Christians are not properly 
citizens of this world, but that their 
citizenship is in heaven, and that they 
are here mere sojourners. Comp. Notes 
on Phil. iii. 20. « For our conversation 
[citizenship'^ is in heaven.*' On the 
word rendered pilgrims (TtapsfCiZfjtMf)^ 
see Notes on ch. i. 1. Heb. xi. 13. A 
pilgrim properly is one who travels to 
a distance from his own country to visit 
a holy place, or to pay his devotion to 
some holy object; then a traveller, a 
wanderer. The meaning here is, that 
Christians have no permanent home 
on earth ; their citizenship is not here ; 
they are mere sojourners, and they are 
passing on to their eternal home in the 
heavens. They should, therefore, act 
as becomes such persons ; as sojourners 
and travellers do. They should not (a) 
regard the earth as their home ; (6) 
they should not seek to acquire perma- 
nent possessions here, as if they were 
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you as strangers " and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts, * which 
war ^ against the soul ; 



to remain here, but should act as tra- 
vellers do, who merely seek a tempo- 
rary lodging, without expecting perma- 
nently to reside in a place ; (c) they 
should not allow any such attachments 
to be formed, or arrangements to be 
made, as to impede their journey to 
their final home, as pilgrims seek only 
a temporary lodging, and steadily pur- 
sue their journey ; (rf) even while en- 
gaged here in the necessary callings of 
life — their studies, their farming, their 
merchandize — ^their thoughts and affec- 
tions should be on other things. One 
in a strange land thinks much of his 
country and home; a pilgrim, much of 
the land to which he goes ; and even 
while his time and attention may be 
necessarily occupied by the arrange- 
ments needful for the journey, his 
thoughts and affections will be far 
away, (c) We should not encumber 
ourselves with much of this world's 
goods. Many professed Christians get 
so piany worldly things around them, 
that it is impossible for them to make 
a journey to heaven. They burden 
themselves as no traveller would, and 
they make no progress. A traveller 
^kes along as few things as possible ; 
and a staff is often all that a pilgrim 
has. We make the most rapid progress 
in our journey to our final home when 
#e' are least encumbered with the 
things of this world. IF Abstain from 
fleshly lusts. Such desires and pas- 
* sipns as the carnal appetites prompt to. 
See ^otes on Gal. v. 19 — 21. A so- 
journer in a land, or a pilgrim, does not 
give himself up to the indulgence of 
sensual appetites, or to the soft plea- 
sures of the soul. All these would 
hinder his progress, and turn him off 
from his great design. Comp. Rom. 
ziii. 14. Gal. y. 24. 2 Tim. ii. 22. 



12 Having your conversation 
honest among the Gentiles : that 
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Titus iL 12. 1 Pet i. 14. IT Which 
war against the soul, Comp. Notes 
on Rom. viii. 12, 13. The meaning 
is, that indulgence in these things 
makes war against the nobler faculties 
of the soul ; against the conscience, the 
understanding, the memory, the judg- 
ment, the exercise of a pure imagina- 
tion. Comp. Notes on Gal. v. 17. 
There is not a faculty of the mind, 
however brilliant in itself, which will 
not be ultimately ruined by indulgence 
in the carnal propensities of our na- 
ture. The effect of intemperance on 
the noble faculties of the soul is well 
known ; and alas there are too many 
instances in which the light of genius, 
in those endowed with splendid gifts, 
at the bar, in the pulpit, and in the 
senate, is extinguished by it, to need a 
particular description. But there is 
one vice preeminently, which prevails 
all over the heathen world (Comp. 
Notes on Rom. i. 27 — ^29), and exten- 
sively in Christian lands, which more 
than all others blunts the moral sense, 
pollutes the memory, defiles the im- 
agination, hardens the heart, and sends 
a withering influence through all the 
faculties of the soul. 

" The soul grows clotted by contagion. 
Embodies, and embrutes, till she quite lose 
The divine property of her first being." 

Of this passion Burns beautifully and 
truly said : — 

** But oh ! it hardens a* within^ 
J3nd petrifies the feeUnf.''* 

From all these passions the Christian 
pilgrim is to abstain. 

12. Having your conversation hon- 
est. Your conduct. Notes, Phil, u 
27. That is, lead upright and (Bonsist- 
ent lives. Comp* Notes on Phil. !▼• 8. 
IT Among the Gentiles, The heathen 
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* whereas they speak against yoa 
as evil doers, they may by your 
good works, • which they shall 



by whom you are surrounded, and who 
will certainly obaerve your conduct. 
Notea on 1 Thesa. !▼. 12. «That ye 
may walk honestly towards them that 
are without;" Comp. Rom. xiii. 13, 
IT That whereas they tpeak agairut 
you as evil doers. Marg. wherein, 
Gr. iv $ — in what s either referring to 
time, and meaning that at the very 
time when they speak against you in 
this manner they may be silenced by 
seeing your upright lives ; or meaning 
in respect to which: that is, that in 
respect to the very matters for which 
they reproach you they may see by 
your meek and upright conduct that 
there is really no ground for reproach. 
Wetstein adopto the former, but the 
question which is meant is not very 
important Bloomfield supposes it to 
mean inasmuch^ whereas. The senti- 
ment is a correct one, whichever inter- 
pretation is adopted. It should be true 
that at the very time when the enemies 
of religion reproach us, they should see 
that we are actuated by Christian 
principles, and that in the very matter 
for which we are reproached we are 
conscientious and honest. H They 
may, by your good works, which they 
shall behold, Gr. < Which they shall 
closely or narrowly inspect' The 
meaning is, that upon a close and nar- 
row examination, they may see that 
you are actuated by upright principles, 
and ultimately be disposed to do you 
justice. It is to be remembered that 
the heathen were very little acquainted 
with the nature of Christianity ; and it 
is known that in the eaily ages they 
charged on Christians the most abomi- 
nable Vices, and even accused them of 
practices at which bmaan nature re- 
volts. The meaning of Peter is, that 
while they charged these things on 
Christians, wbether from ignorance or 
malice, they ought so to live as that a 



behold, glorify God in the day 
of visitation. 

1 or, «A«r«ii». « Mat. 5. 16. 

more full acquaintance with them, and 
a closer inspection of their conduct, 
would • disarm their prejudices, and 
show that their charges were entirely 
unfounded. The truth taught here is, 
that our conduct as Christians should 
be such as to bear the strictest scru- 
tiny f such that the closest examinw' 
tion will lead our enemies to the con- 
viction that we are upright and honest. 
This may be done by every Christian ; 
this his religion solemnly re<]fUires him 
to do. IT Glorify God, Honour God ; 
that is, that they may be convinced by 
your conduct of the pure and holy na- 
ture of that religion which he has je* 
veaied, and be led also to love and 
worship him. See Notes on Matt v 
16. IT /n the day of visitation. Many 
different opinions have been entertained 
of the meaning of this phrase, some 
referring it to the day of judgment; 
some to times of persecution ; some to 
the destruction of Jerusalem ; and some 
to the time when the gospel was 
preached among the Gentiles, as a pe- 
riod when God visited them with mer- 
cy. The word visitation (Ixcofawt^), 
means the act of visiting or being visited 
for any purpose, usually with the no- 
tion of inspecting conduct, of inflicting 
punishment, or of conferring favours. 
Comp. Matt xxv. 36, 43. Luke i. 68, 
78 ; vii. 16 ; xix. 44. In the sense of 
visiting for the purpose of punishing* 
the word is often used in the Septua* 
gint, for the Heb. ipd {Pakad), though 
there is no instance in which the word 
is so used in the New Testament^ un- 
less it be in the verse before us. The 
< visitation' here referred to is undoubt- 
edly that of God ; and the reference is 
to sometime when he would make a 
* visitation' to men for some purpose, 
and when the fact that the Gentiles 
had narrowly inspected the conduct of 
Christians would lead them to honour 
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13 Submit • yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake : whether it be to 
the king, as supreme; 



him. The only question is, to what 
visitation of that kind tho apostle re- 
ferred. The prevailing use of the word 
in the New Testament would seem to 
lead us to suppose that the * visitation' 
referred to was designed to confer fa- 
vours rather than to inflict punishment, 
and indeed the word seems to have 
somewhat of a technical character, and 
to have been familiarly used by Chris- 
tians to denote God's coming to men 
to bless them ; to pour out his Spirit 
upon them ; to revive religion. This 
seems to me to be its meaning here ; 
and, if so, the sense is, that when God 
appeared among men to accompany the 
preaching of the gospel with saving 
power, the. result of the observed con- 
duct of Christians would be to lead 
those around them to honour him by 
giving up their hearts to him ; that is, 
their consistent lives would be the 
means of the revival and extension of 
true religion : and is it not always so ? 
Is not the pure and holy walk of Chris- 
tians an occasion of his bending his 
footsteps down to earth to bless dying 
sinners, and to scatter spiritual bless- 
ings with a liberal band ? Comp. Notes 
on I Cor. ziv. 24, 25. 

13. Submit yourselves to every ordi' 
nance of man* Gr. * to every creation 
of man' (w^pcufUvjj x'tCatt,). The 
meaning is, to every institution or ap- 
pointment of man; to wit, of those 
who are in authority, or who are ap- 
pointed to administer government. The 
laws, institutes, and appointments of 
such a government may be spoken of 
as the creaiion of man ; that is, as what 
man makes. Of course, what is here 
said must be understood with the limit- 
ation everywhere implied, that what is 
ordained by those in authority is not 
contrary to the law of God. See Notes 
on Acts iv. 19. On the general duty 



14 Or unto governors, as unto 
them that are sent by him for 
the punishment of evil doers, 

a Mat. 22. 21. Ro. 13. 1-7. 



here enjoined of subjection to civil au 
thority, see Notes on Rom. xiii. 1 — 7. 
^ For the hordes sake. Because he 
has required it, and has entrusted this 
power to civil rulers. Notes, Rom. 
xiii. 5. Comp. Notes, £ph* vi. 7. 
\ Whether it he to the king. It has 
been commonly supposed that there is 
reference here to the Roman emperor, 
who might be called king, because in 
him the supreme power resided. The 
common title of the Roman sovereign 
was, as used by the Greek writers 
{dvtoxpdt(dp)i and among the Romans 
themselves, imperator (emperor), but 
the title king was also given to the 
sovereign. John lix. 15. *< We have 
no king but Cesar." Acts xvii. 7. 
<< And these all do contrary to the de- 
crees of Cesar, saying that there is 
another king, one. Jesus." Peter un- 
doubtedly had particular reference to 
the Roman emperors, but he uses a 
general term, which would be applica- 
ble to all in whom the supreme power 
resided, and the injunction here would 
require submission to such authority, 
by whatever name it might be called. 
The meaning is, that we are to be 
subject to that authority whether exer- 
cised by the sovereign in person, or by 
those who are appointed by him. IT As 
supreme. Not supreme in the sense 
of being superior to God, or not being 
subject to him, but in the sense of being 
over all subordinate officers. 

14. Or unto governors. Subordi- 
nate officers, appointed by the chief 
magistrate, over provinces. Perhaps 
Roman proconsuls are here particularly 
intended. IF As unto them that are 
sent by him. By the king, or the Ro' 
man emperor. They represent the 
supreme power. IT For the punish' 
menl of evil doers. One. of the leading 
ends of government. «The Roman 
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and for the praise of them that 
do well. 

15 For so is the will of God, 
that • with well doing ye may 
put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men : 



governors had the power of life and 
death in such conquered provinces as 
those mentioned in ch. i. 1." Dod- 
dridge, Ulpian, the celebrated Roman 
lawyer, who flourished two hundred 
years after Christ, thus describes the 
power of the governors of the Roman 
provinces : *< It is the duty of a good 
and vigilant president to see to it that 
his province be peaceable and quiet 
And that he ought to make diligent 
search after sacrilegious persons, rob- 
bers, man-stealers, and thieves, and to 
punish every one according to their 
guilt." Again, "They who govern 
whole provinces, have the power of 
sending to the mines." And again, 
^ The presidents of provinces have the 
highest authority, next to the emperor." 
Peter has described the office of the 
Roman governors in language nearly 
resembling that of Ulpian. See Lard* 
ner's Credibility ( Works, i. 77, ed. 8vo., 
Lond. 1829). IT And for the praise 
of them that do well. Praise here 
stands opposed to punishmeni, and 
means commendation, applause, reward. 
That is, it is a part of their business to 
reward in a suitable manner thoto who 
are upright and virtuous as citizens. 
This would be by protecting their per- 
sons and property ; by defending their 
rights, and perhaps by admitting those 
to share the honours and emoluments 
of office who showed that they were 
worthy to be trusted. It is as import- 
ant a part of the functions of magis- 
tracy to protect the innocent, as it is 
to punish the wicked. 

15. For so is the will of God, That 
is, it is in accordance with the divine 
will that in this way you should put 
them to silence. \ That with well 
doing. By a life of uprightness and 



16 As free, ^ and not ' using 
your liberty for a cloak of mali- 
ciousness, but as. the servants of 
God. 

aT^t.2.& 6Ga.5. 1. 13. 

Shoeing. 



benevolence. IT Ye may put to silence 
the ignorance of fooUsh men. See 
Notes on Titus ii. 8. The reference 
here is to men who brought charges 
against Christians, by accusing them 
of being inimical to the government, 
or insubordinate, or guilty of crimes. 
Such charges, it is well known, were 
often brought against them by their 
enemies in the early ages of Christian- 
ity. Peter says they were brought by 
foolish men, perhaps using the word 
foolish in the sense of eviUlisposed, 
or wicked, as it is often used in the 
Bible. Yet, though there might be 
malice at the bottom, the charges were 
really based on ignorance. They were 
not thoroughly acquainted with the 
principles of the Christian religion, and 
the way to meet those charges was to 
act in every way as became good citi- 
zens, and so as < to live them down.' 
One of the best ways of meeting the 
accusations of our enemies is to lead a 
life of strict integrity. It is not easy 
for the wicked to reply to this argu- 
ment. 

16. Asfru. That is, they were to 
consider themselves as freemen ; as hav- 
ing a right to liberty. The Jews boasted 
much of their freedom, and regarded it 
as a birth-right privilege that they were 
free. John viii. 33. They never wil- 
lingly acknowledged their subjection to 
any other power, but claimed it as an 
elementary, idea of their civil constitu- 
tion that God only was their sovereign. 
They were indeed conquered by the 
Romans, and paid tribute, but they did 
it because they were compelled to do 
it, and it was even a question much 
debated among them whether they 
should do it or not. Matt. zxii. 17. 
JosephuB haa often referred to the fad 



168 



L PETER. 



tA.D.60. 



that the Jews rebelled against the Ro- 
mans umJer the plea that they were a 
frtt people^ and that they were sub- 
ject only to God. This idea of essen- 
tial freedom the Jews had when jhey 
became Christians, and every thing in 
Christianity tended to inspire them with 
the love of liberty. They who were 
converted to the Christian faith, whe- 
ther from among the Jews or the Gen- 
tiles, were made to feel that they were 
the children of God ; that his law was 
the supreme rule of their lives ; that in 
the ultimate resort they were subject 
to him alone ; that they were redeemed, 
and that therefore the yoke of bondage 
could hot be properly imposed on them ; 
that God « had made of one blood all 
nations of men, for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth" (Acts xvii. 26) ; and 
that, therefore, they were on a level 
before him. The meaning here is, 
that they were not to consider them- 
selves as slaves, or to act as slaves. In 
their subjection to civil authority they 
were not to forget that they were free- 
men in the highest sense, and that lib- 
erty was an invaluable blessing. They 
had been made free by the Son of God. 
John viii. 32, 36. They were free from 
sin and condemnation. They acknow- 
ledged Christ as their supreme Head, 
and the whole spirit and tendency of 
his religion prompted to the exercise 
of freedom. They were not to submit 
to the chains of slavery ; not to allow 
their consciences to be bound, or their 
essential liberty to be interfered with ; 
nor in their subjection to the civil ma- 
gistrate were they ever to regard them- 
selves otherwise than as fireemen. As 
a matter of fact Christianity has always 
been the friend and promoter of liberty. 
Its influence emancipated the slaves 
throughout the Roman empire, and all 
the civil freedom which we enjoy, and 
which there is in the world, can be 
traced to the influence of the Christian 
religion. To spread the gospel in its 
purity everywhere would be to break 
every yoke of oppreasion and bondage, 



and to make men everywhere free. It 
is the essential right of every man who 
is a Christian to be a/reeman — to be 
free to worship God ; to read the Bible ; 
to enjoy the avails of his own labour ; 
to train up his children in the way in 
which he shall deem best ; to form his 
own plans of life, and to pursue his 
own ends, provided only that he does 
not interfere with the equal rights of 
others — and every system which pre- 
vents this, whether it be that of civil 
government, of ecclesiastical law, or of 
domestic slavery, is contrary to the re- 
ligion of the Saviour. ^ And not using 
your liberty for a cloak of maliciotu- 
ness. Marg. as in Greek, having. 
Not making your freedom a mere pre- 
text under which to practice all kinds 
of evil. The word rendered maUeious- 
ness (xfluaa)» means more than our 
word maliciousness does; for it de- 
notes evil of any kind, or all kinds; 
the word maliciousness refers rather to 
enmity of heart, ill-will, an intention 
to injure. The apostle has reference 
to an abuse of freedom, which has often 
occurred. The pretence of those who 
have acted in this manner has been, 
that the freedom of the gospel implied 
deliverance'from all kinds of restraint ; 
that they were under no yoke, and 
bound by no laws ; that being the chil- 
dren of God, they had a right to all 
kinds of enjoyment and indulgence; 
that even the moral law ceased to bind 
them, and that they had a right to 
make the most of liberty in all respects. 
Hence they have given themselves up 
to all sorts of sensual indulgence, claim- 
ing exemption from the restraints of 
morality as well as of civil law, and 
sinking into the deepest abyss of vice. 
Not a few have done this who have 
professed to be Christians ; and occa- 
sionally a fanatical sect now appears 
who make the freedom which they say 
Christianity confers a pretext for indul- 
gence in the most base and degrading 
vices. The apostles saw this tendency 
in human nature, and in nothing are 
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17 Honour* all* men. Love* 
the brotherhood. Fear* God. 
Honour the king.'' 

1 or, esteem. dRo. 13. 10. Ph. S. 3. 
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18 Servants/ be subject to 
f^our masters with all fear; not 



they more careful than to guard against 
this abuse. IT But as the servants of 
God. Not free from all restraint ; Dot 
at liberty to indulge in all things, but 
bound to serve God in tbe faithful 
obedience of bis laws. Thus bound 
to obey and -serve him, they could not 
be at liberty to indulge in those things 
which would be in violation of his 
laws, and which would dishonour him. 
See this sentiment explained in the 
Notes on 1 Cor. viL 22 ; ix. 21. 

1 7. JHbnour all men. That is, show 
th0m the respect which is due to them 
according to their personal worth, and 
to the rank and office which they sus- 
tain. Notes, Rom. xiii. 7. IT Love the 
brotherhood. The whole fraternity of 
Christians, regarded as a band of bro- 
thers. The word here used occurs only 
in this place and in ch. v. 9, where it 
is rendered brethren. The idea ex- 
pressed here occurs often in the New 
Testament See Notes on John xiii. 
34, 35. IT Fear God. A duty every- 
where enjoined in the Bible, as one of 
the first duties of religion. Comp. 
Lev, XXV. 17. Ps. xxiii. 18 ; xxiv. 7 ; 
XXV. U. Prov. i. 7; iii. 13; ix. 10; 
xxiii. 17. Notes, Rom. iii. 18. 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. The word feoTf when used to 
express our duty to God, means that 
we are to reverence and honour him. 
Religion, in one aspect, is described as 
the fear of God ; in another, as the love 
of God ; in another, as submission to 
his will, &c. A holy veneration or 
fear is always an elementary principle 
of religion. It is the fear, not so much 
of punishment as of his disapprobation ; 
not so much the dread of sufierlng as 
the dread of doing wrong. Mi Honour 
the king. Referring here primarily to 
the Roman sovereign, but implying that 
we are always to respect those who 
have the rule over us. See ^Mes on 
15 



ftJno. 13.35. 
4Fr. S4. 21. 



cPs. 131.10. 
0£p.6.5,&c. 



Rom. xiii. I — 7. The doctruie taught 
in these verses (13 — 17) is, that we are 
fiiithfully to perform all the relative 
duties of life. There are duties which 
we owe to ourselveg^ which are of im- 
portance in their place, and which we 
are by no means at liberty to neglect 
But we also owe duties to our feHow- 
men, to our Christian brethren, and to 
those who have the rule over us ; and 
religion, while it is honoured by our 
faithful performance of our duty to our* 
selves, is more openly honoured by our 
performance of our duties to those to 
whom we sustain important relations 
in life. Many of the duties which we 
owe to ourselves are, from the nature 
of the case, hidden from public observa- 
tion. All that pertains to the exami- 
nation of the heart ; to our private de- 
votions ; to the subjugation of our evil 
passions ; to our individual communion 
with God, must be concealed from pub- 
lic view. Not so, however, with those 
duties which pertain to others. In re- 
spect to them, we are open to public 
view. The eye of the world is upon 
us. The judgment of the world in 
regard to as is made up from their ob- 
servation of the manner in which we 
perform them. If religion fails there, 
they judge that it fails lAtogether ; and 
however devout we may be in private, 
if it is not seen by the world that our 
religion leads to the faithful perform- 
ance of the duties which we owe in the 
various relations of life, it will be re- 
garded as of little value. 

18. Servants, be subfeet to your 
masters. On the duty here enjoined, 
see Notes on Eph. vi. 5-r-9. The 
Greek word here used (olxi'tw) i» not 
the same which is employed in Ephe- 
sians (^oiAm). The word here means 
properly domestics — those employed 
about a house, or living in the same 
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19 For this is * thank-woirthy, 

I or, thank. Lu. 6. 32. 



hoase — from olxoi, house. These per- 
sons might have been slaves, or might 
Bot. The word would apply to them, 
whether they were hired, or whether 
they were owned as slaves. The word 
should not and cannot be employed to 
prove that slavery existed in the 
churches to which Peter wrote, and 
still less to prove that he approved of 
slavery, or regarded it as a good insti- 
tution. The exhortation here would 
be, and still is, strictly applicable to any 
persons employed as domestics, though 
they had voluntarily hired themselves 
out to be such. It would be incumbent 
on them, while they remained in that 
condition, to perform with fidelity their 
duties as Christians, and to bear with 
Christian meekness all the wrongs 
which they might suffer from those in 
whose service they were. Those who 
9XB hired, and who are under a neces- 
sity of * going out to service' for a liv- 
ing, are not always iiree from hard 
usage, for there are trials incident to 
that condition of life which cannot be 
always avoided. It might be better, 
in many cases, to bear much than 
to attenypt a change of situation, even 
though they were entirely at liberty to 
do so. It must be admitted, however, 
that the exhortation here will have 
more force if it is supposed that the 
reference is to slaves, and there can 
be no doubt that many of this class 
were early converted to the Christian 
faith. The word here rendered maS' 
tera (BedJtotaii) is not the same which 
is used in Eph. vi. .5 (xvptot^). Nei- 
ther of these words necessarily implies 
that those who were under them were 
slaves. The word here used is appli- 
cable to the head of a family, whatever 
may be the condition of those under 
him. It is frequently applied to God, 
and to Christ ; and it cannot be main- 
tained that those to whom God sustains 
the relation of BedTio^fjiy or master, are 
aiaves. See Luke ii. 29. Acts iv. 24. 



2 Tim. ii. 21. 2 Pet. ii. 1. Jude 4. 
Rev. vi. 10. The word, indeed, is one 
that might be applied to those who 
were owners of slaves. If that be the 
meaning here, it is not said, however, 
that those to whom it is applied were 
Christians. It is rather implied that 
they were pursuing such a course as 
was inconsistent with real piety. Those 
who were under them are represented 
as suffering grievous wrongs. 1 With 
all fear. That is, with all proper reve- 
rence and respect. Notes, Eph. vi. 6. 
IF Not only to the good and gentle^ but 
also to the froward. The word ren- 
dered froward (axoJitoj) means properly 
crooked, bent; then perverse, wicked, 
unjust, peevish. Any one who is a 
servant or domestic is liable to be em- 
ployed in the service of such a masted ; 
but while the relation continues, the 
servant should perform his duty with 
fidelity, whatever may be the character 
of the master. Slaves are certainly 
liable to this ; and even those who vo- 
luntarily engage as servants to others, 
cannot always be sure that they will 
have kind employers. Though the 
terms used here do not necessarily 
imply that those to whom the apostle 
gave this direction were slaves, yet it 
may be presumed that they probably 
were, since slavery abounded through- 
out the Roman empire ; but the direc- 
tions will apply to all who are engaged 
in the service of others, and are there- 
fore of permanent value. Slavery will 
sooner or later, under the influence of 
the gospel, wholly cease in the world, 
and instructions addressed to masters 
and slaves will have no permanent 
value; but it will always be true that 
there will be those employed as domes- 
tics, and it is the duty of all who are 
thus engaged to evince true fidelity and 
a Christian spirit themselves, whatever 
may be the character of their employers. 
1 9. For this is thank-worthy, Marg., 
thank, Gr., <This is grace (;t«ptO' 
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if a man for conscience toward 
God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. 



Doddridge renders the expression, ^This 
is graceful indeed/ Various interpret 
tations of this expression have been 
proposed, but the meaning evidently is, 
that it is acceptable to God (see ver. 
20, ** this is acceptable to God"— ^^t^ 
ftofM 0€9) ; that is, this will be regard- 
ed by him with favour. It does not 
mean that it was worthy of thanks, or 
that God would thank them for doing 
it (comp. Luke xvii. 9, 10), but that 
each conduct would meet with his ap- 
probation. ^ If a man for conscience 
toward God. If, in the conscientious 
discharge of his duty, or if, in the en- 
durance of this wrong, he regards him- 
self as serving God. That is, if he feels 
that God, by his providence, has placed 
him in the circumstances in which he 
is, and that it is a duty which he owes 
to him to bear every trial incident to 
that condition with a submissive spirit 
If he does this, he will evince the true 
nature of religion, and will be gracious- 
ly accepted of God. 1 Endure grief. 
That is, endure that which is 6tted to 
produce grief or that which is wrong. 
IT Suffering wrongfuUy, Suffering in- 
jury, or where there is injustice (jtaa- 
XfMf Mxuii)* This, though a general 
remark, has particular reference to ser- 
vantSf and to their duty in the relation 
which they sustain to their masters. In 
view of what is here said, we may re- 
mark, (1.) That if this has reference to 
slaves, as has been usually supposed, it 
proves that they are very lidle to be 
abused ; that they have little or no se- 
curity against being wronged ; and that 
it was a special and very desirable cha- 
racteristic of those who were in that 
condition, to be able to bear wrong 
with a proper spirit. It is impossible 
so to modify slavery that this shall not 
be the case ; for the whole system is 
one of oppression, and there can be 
nothing that shall effectually secure the 



20 For what glory is U, if, 
when ye be buffeted for youy 
faults, ye shall take it patiently! 

slave from being ill-treated. (2.) It 
would follow from this passage, if thin 
refers to slavery, that that is « very 
hard and undesirable condition of fife ; 
for that is a very undesirable condition 
where the principal virtue which they 
who are in it are required to exercise, 
is patience under wrongs. Such a 
condition cannot be in accordance with 
the gospel, and cannot be designed by 
God to be permanent. The relation 
of parent and child is never thus repre- 
seqted. It is never said or implied in 
the Scriptures that the principal virtue 
to which children are exhorted is pa- 
iienee under wrongs/ nor, in address- 
ing them, is it ever supposed that the 
most prominent thing in their condition 
is that they would need the exercise of 
such patience. (3.) It is acceptable to ^ 
God, if we bear wrong with a proper 
spirit, from whatever quarter it may 
come. Our proper business in life is 
to do the will of God ; to evince the 
right spirit, however others may treat 
us, and to show, even under excessive 
wrong, the sustaining power and the 
excellence of true religion. Each one 
who is oppressed and wronged, there- 
fore, has an eminent opportunity to 
show a spirit which will honour the 
gospel ; and the slave and the martyr 
may do more to honour the gospel than 
if they were both permitted to enjoy 
liberty and life undisturbed. 

20. For what glory is it. What 
honour or credit would it be. ^If, 
when ye be buffeted for your faults. 
That is, if you are punished when you 
deserve it. The word buffet (pctifM^u^) 
means to strike with the fist ; and then 
to strike in any way; to maltreat. 
Matt xxvi. 67. Mark xiv. 65. 1 Cor. 
iv. 11. 2 Cor. xii. 7. Perhaps there 
may be a reference here to the manner 
in which servants were commonly treat- 
ed, or the kind of punishment to which 
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but if, When ye do wdU, anA suf- 
fer for ity ye take it patiently, 
this " is acceptable ' with God. 
21 For eveil hereunto * were 

a Mat. & 10-13. ^ or, thank. Lu. 0. 3SS. 
6 Mat. 16.34. 1 Th. 3. 3, 4. 



they were exposed. They would be 
likely to be struck in sudden anger, 
either by Htm hand, or by any thing 
that, was accessible. The word ren- 
dered <for your faults,' is sinning 
(pjw^dvovtes)' That is, «if being 
^nilty of an offence, or having done 
wrong.' The idea is, that if they were 
justly punished, and should take it 
patiently, there would be no credit or 
honour in it. ^Ye shall take it pa- 
tiently, * If even then you evince an 
uncomplaining spirit, and bear it with 
the utmost calmness and patience, it 
would be regarded as comparatively no 
virtue, and as entitling you to no 
honour. The feeling of all who saw 
it would be that you deserved it, and 
there would be nothing to excite their 
^sympathy or compassion. The patience 
evinced might indeed be as great as in 
the other case, but there would be the 
feeling that you deserved all that you 
received, and the spirit evinced in that 
case could not be regarded as entitled 
to any particular praise. If your mas- 
ters are inflicting on you only what you 
deserve, it would be in the highest de- 
gree shameful for you to rise up against 
them, and resist them, for it would be 
only adding to the wrong which you 
had already done.' The expression 
here is doubtless to be understood com- 
paratively. The meaning is not that 
absolutely there would be no more 
credit due to one who should bear his 
punishment patiently when he had 
done wrong, than if he had met it with 
resistance and murmuring; but that 
there is very little credit in that com- 
pared with the patience which an in- 
nocent person evinces, who, from re- 
gard to the will of God, and by control 
over all the natural feelings of resent- 



ye called; because Christ also 
suffered ^ for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow '^ 
his steps : 

9 some read, /or you. e 1 Jnc 3. 16.' 
fie. 13. 11. 



ment, meekly endures wrong. This 
expresses the common feeling of our 
nature. We attribute no particular 
credit to one who submits to a just 
punishment even with a calm temper. 
We feel that it would be wrong in the 
highest degree for him to do otherwise. 
So it is when c-alamities are brought on 
a man on account of his sins. If it is 
seen to be the fruit of intemperance or 
crime, we do not feel that there is any 
great virtue exhibited if he bears it 
with a calm temper. But if he is over- 
whelmed with calamity when it seems 
to have no particular connection with 
his sins, or to be a punishment for any 
particular fault; if he suffers at the 
hand of man, where there is manifest 
injustice done him, and yet evinces a 
calm, submissive, and meek temper, we 
feel that in such cases there is eminent 
virtue. 1 This is acceptable with God, 
Marg. as in ver. 19, thank. It is that 
which is agreeable to him, or with 
which he is pleased. 

21. For even hereunto were ye 
called. Such a spirit is required by 
the very nature of your Christian vo- 
cation ; you were called into the church 
in order that you might evince it See 
Notes on 1 Thess. iii. 3. ^ Because 
Christ also suffered for us. Marg. 
* Some read, for you.* The latest edi- 
tions of the Greek Testament adopt 
the reading <for you.* The sense, 
however, is not essentially varied. /Pbe 
object is to hold op the example of 
Christ to those who were called to 
suffer, and to say to them that they 
should bear their trials in the same 
spirit that he evinced in his. See Notes 
on Phil. iii. 10. IT Leaving us an ex- 
ample. The apostle does not say tUat 
this was the only 4>bject for which 
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22 Who • did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth : 



Christ suffered, bat that it was an ob- 
jecty and an important one. The word 
rendered example (yrCOYpofifibv) occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament 
It means properly a writing copy, such 
as is set for children ; or an outline or 
sketch for a painter to fill up ; and then, 
in general) an example, a pattern for 
imitation, l Tftat ice should walk in 
his steps. That we should yb//oto him, 
as if we trod exactly along behind him, 
and should place our feet precisely 
where his were. The meaning is, that 
there should be the closest imitation or 
resemblance. The things in- which we 
are to imitate him are specified in the 
following verses. 

22. Who did no sin. Who was in 
all respects perfectly holy. There is an 
allusion here to Isa. liii. 9; and the 
sense is, that he was entirely innocent, 
and that he suffered without having 
committed any crime. In this connec- 
tion the meaning is, that we are to be 
careful that, if we suffer, it should be 
without committing any crimOi We 
should so live, as the Saviour did, as 
not to deserve to be punished, and thus 
only shall we entirely follow his ex- 
ample. It is as much our duty to live 
so as not to deserve the reproaches of 
others, as it is to bear them with pa- 
tience when we are called to suffer 
them. The first thing in regard to hard 
treatment from others, is so to live that 
there shall be no just occasion for it ; 
the next is, if reproaches come upon 
us when we have not deserved them, 
to bear them as the Saviour did. If he 
suffered unjustly, we should esteem it 
to be no strange thing that we should ; 
if he bore the injuries done him with 
meekness, we should learn that it is 
possible for us to do it also ; and should 
learn also that we have not the spirit of 
his religion unless we actually do it. On 
the expre«BioQ here used comp. Notes 
on laa. HiL 9. Heb. viL 26. IT Neither 
15* 



83 Who^ wlieD he wasfevSed, 

a Is. SX 9. 



was guile found in his mouth. There 
was no deceit, hypocrisy, or insincerity. 
He was in all respects what he professed 
to be, and he imposed on no one by 
any false and unfounded claim. All 
this has reference to the ihae when the 
Saviour was put to deaths and the 
sense is, that though he was condemned 
as aQ impostor, yet that the cburge waa 
wholly unfounded. As in his whole 
life b^ore he waa perfectly sincere, so 
he was eminently on that solemn oe- 
casion. 

2d. Who when he was reviled, re. 
viled not again. He did not use harsh 
and opprobrious words in return for 
those which he received. (1.) He was 
reviled. He was accused of being 
a seditious man ; spoken of as a de- 
ceiver; charged with being in league 
with Beelzebub, the •pcince of the 
devils ;' and condemned as a blasphemer 
against God. This was done (a) by . 
the great and the influential of the 
land ; (b} in the most public manner ; 
(e) with a design to alienate his friends 
from him ; (^d) with most cutting «nd 
severe sarcasm and irony ; and (e) in 
reference to every thing that would 
most affect a man of delicate and tender 
sensibility. (2.) He did not revile those 
who had reproached him. He asked 
that justice might be done. He de- 
manded that if he had spoken evil they 
should bear witness of the evil ; but 
beyond that he did not go. He used 
no harsh language. He showed no 
anger. He called for no revenge. He 
prayed that they might be forgiven. 
He calmly stood and bore it all, for ho 
came to endure all kinds of suffering 
in order that he might set us an ex- 
ample, and make an atonement for 
our sins. IT When he suffered, he 
threatened not. That is, when he 
suflfered injustice from others, in his 
trial, and in his death, he did not 
threaten punishment. He did not call 
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committed ' hinme^ to hitti that 
" judgeth righteeo^lyr 

24 Who his owu self faare 



down the wrath of heaven. He did 
not even predict that they would be 
punished; he expressed no wish that 
they should be. IT But committed him- 
self to him that judgeth righteously. 
Marg., his cause. The sense is much 
the same. The meaning is, that he 
committed his cause, his name, his in- 
terests, the whole case, to Grod. The 
meaning of the phrase * that judgeth 
righteously' here is, that God would do 
him exact justice. Though wronged 
by men, he felt assured that he would 
do right He would rescue his name 
from these reproaches ; he would give 
him the honour in the world which he 
deserved; and he would bring upon 
those who had wronged him all that 
was necessary in order ta show his 
disapprobation of what they had done, 
and all that would be necessary to give 
the highest support to the cause of 
virtue. Comp. Luke xxiii. 46. This 
is the example which is set before us 
when we are wronged. The whole 
example embraces these points: (1.) 
We should see to it that we ourselves 
are guiltless in the matter for which 
we are reproached or accused. Before 
we fancy that we are suffering as Christ 
did, we should be sure that our lives 
are such as not to deserve reproach. 
We cannot indeed hope to be as pure 
in all 'things as he was; but we may 
so live <hat if we are reproached and 
-reviled we may be certain that it is not 
for any wrong that we have done to 
others, or that we do not deserve it from 
our fellow-men. (2.) When we are 
reproached and reviled we should feel 
that we were called to this by our pro- 
fession ; that it was one of the things 
which we were taught to expect when 
we became Christians ; that it is what 
the prophets and apostles endured, and 
what the master himself suffered in an 
eminent degree ; and that if we meet 



with the scorn of the gi^at, the gay, 
the rich, the powerfbl, it is po more 
than the Saviour did, and no more than 
we have been taught to expect willj be 
our portion. It may be well, too, to 
remember our unworthiness, and to 
reflect that though we have done no 
Wrong to the individual who reviles us, 
yet that we are sinners, and that such 
reproaches may not be a useless ad- 
monisher of our being guilty before 
God. So David felt when reproached 
by Shimei: « So let him curse, because 
the Lord hath said unto him, Curse 
David. Who shall then say, Where- 
fore hast thou done so V 2 Sam. xvi. 
10. (3.) When this occurs, we should 
calmly and confidently commit our 
cause to God. Our name, our charac- 
ter, our influence, our reputation, while 
living and after we are dead, we should 
leave entirely with him. We should 
not seek nor desire revenge. We should 
not call down the wrath of God on our 
persecutors and slanderers. We should 
calmly feel that God will give us the 
measure of reputation which we ought 
to have in the. world, and that he will 
suffer no ultimate injustice to be done 
us. ** Commit thy way unto the Lord ; 
trust also in him, and he shall bring it 
to pass; and he shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the light, and thy judg- 
ment as the noon-day." Ps. xxxvii. .5, 
6. The Latin Vulgate has here, < but 
he committed himself to him who 
judged him unjustly^ judicanti se in-- 
justi ; that is, to Pontius Pilate, mean- 
ing that he left himself in his hands, 
though he knew that the sentence was 
unjust But there is no authority for 
this in the Greek, and this is one of the 
instances in which that version departs 
from the original. 

24. Who his own self. See Notes 
on Heb. i. 3, on the phrase " when he 
had by himself pvLTged our sins.'' Tte 
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* oar 0ins in bis own fbody ' on 
the tree, tbat w^ being dead to 

«lB.53.4,ft«, lor, e«. »&o.6.11. 
e Ib. 53. 5, 6. 



meaning is, that he did it in his own 
proper person ; he did not make expia- 
tion by offering a bloody victim, but 
was himself the sacrifice. 1 Bare our 
tins. There is an allasion here un- 
doubtedly to Tsa. liii. 4, 12. See the 
meaning of the phrase <to bear sins' 
fally considered in the Notes on those 
places. As this cannot mean that 
Christ so took upon himself the sins 
of men as to become himself a sinner, 
it must mean that he put himself in the 
place of sinners, and bore that which 
those sins deserved; that is, that he 
endured in his own person that which, 
if it had been inflicted on the sinner him- 
self, would have been a proper expression 
of the divine displeasure against sin, or 
would have been a proper punishment 
for sin. See Notes on 2 Cor. v. 21. He 
was treated as if he (lad been a sinner, 
in order that we might be treated (u if 
we had not sinned ; that is, as if we 
were righteous. There is no other way 
in which we can conceive that one 
bears the sins of another. They can- 
not be literally transferred to another, 
and all that can be meant is, that he 
should take the consequences on him- 
self, and suffer as if be had committed 
the transgressions himself. ^ In his 
own body. This alludes undoubtedly 
to his sufferings. The sufferings which 
he endured on the cross were such aa 
if he had been guilty ; that is, he was 
treated as he would have been if he had 
been a sinner. He was treated as a 
malefactor; crucified as those most 
guilty were; endured the same kind 
of bodily pain that the guilty do who 
are punished for their own sins ; and 
passed through mental sorrows strongly 
resembling — as much so as the case ad- 
mitted of— -what the guilty themselves 
experience when they are left to dis- 
Tesfiing anguish of mind, and are aban- 



sins, should live ' onto righteous- 
ness : by "" whose stripes je were 
healed. 



doned by God. The sufferings of the 
Saviour were in all respects made aa 
nearly like the sufferings of the most 
guilty as the sufferings of a perfectly 
innocent being could be. %0n the 
tree. Marg., * to the tree.' Gr. itd t^ 
|v7u>y« The meaning is rather, as in 
the text, that while himself on the cross 
he bore the sorrows which our sins de- 
served. It does not mean that he con- 
veyed our sorrows there, but that whik 
there he suffered under the intolerable 
burden, and was by that burden crushed 
in death. The phrase <on the tree,' 
literally < on the wood,* means the cross. 
The same Greek word b used in Acts 
V. 30; X. 39 ; xiu. 29. Gal. iii. 13, aa 
applicable to the cross, in all of which 
places it is rendered tree, IT That we, 
being dead to sins. In virtue of his 
having thus been suspended on a cross; 
that is, his being put to death as an 
atoning sacrifice was the means by 
which we become dead to sin, and live 
to God. The phrase < being dead to 
sins' is in the original (^ais ofiafruu^ 
ajtvysvofMvoc) literally *to be absent 
from sins? The Greek word was 
probably tCsed (by an euphemism) to 
denote to die, that is, to be absent from 
the world. This is a milder and less 
repulsive word than to say to die. It 
is not elsewhere used in the New Te*' 
tament The meaning is, that ve being 
effectually separated from sin, that is, 
being so that it no longer influences us, 
should live unto God. We are to be, 
in regard to sin, as if we were dead ; 
and it is to have no more influence 
over us than if we were in our graves. 
See Notes on Rom. vi. 2 — 7. The 
means by which this is brought about 
is the death of Christ (Notes on Rom. 
vi. 8) ; for as he died literally on the 
cross on account of our sins, the eflfect 
has been to lead us to see the evil of 
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turned unto the * Shepherd and 
Bishop of your souls. 

b Ezc. 34. 23. Jno. 10. 11-16. 



transgression, and lead new and -holy 
lives. ^Should Uve unto righteous- 
nes8. Though dead in respect to sin, 
yet we have real life in another respect. 
We are made alive unto God, to right- 
'^ousness, to true holiness. Notes on 
Rom. vi. 11. Gal. ii. 20. IT By whose 
dnpes. This is taken from Isa. liii. 5. 
See it' explained in the Notes on that 
verse. The word rendered stripes 
{fiuOjut^) meftos properly the livid and 
awolles mark of a blow; the mark 
designated by us when we use the ex- 
pred^ioa «^ black and blue.' It is not 
properly a bloody wound, but that made 
by pinching, beating, scourging. The 
idea seems to be that the Saviour was 
scourged or whipped, and that the effect 
on us is the same in producing spiritual 
healing, or in recovering us from our 
faults, as if we had been scourged our- 
selves. By faith we see the bruises 
inflicted on him, the black and blue 
spots made by beating ; we remember 
that they were on account of our sins 
and not for his ; and the effect in re- 
claiming us is the same as if they had 
been inflicted on us. ^ Ye were heeded. 
Sin is often spoken of as a disease, and 
redemption from it as a restoration from 
a deadly malady. See this explained 
in the Notes on Isa. liii. 5. 

25. For ye were as sheep going 
astray. Here also is an allusion to 
Isa. liii. 6. « All we like sheep have 
gone astray." See Notes on that verse. 
The figure is plain. We were like a 
flock without a shepherd. We had 
'wandered far away from the true fold, 
and were following our own paths. 
We were without a protector, and were 
exposed to every kind of danger. This 
aptly and forcibly expresses the condi- 
tion of the whole race before God re- 
covers men by the plan of salvation. 
A flock thus wandering without a 
diepherd, conductor, or guide, is in 



a most pitiable condition ; and so was 
man in his wanderings before he was 
sought out and brought back to the true 
fold by the Great Shepherd. ^ But are 
now returned unto the Shepherd and 
Bishop of your souls. To Christ, 
who thus came to seek and save those 
who were lost. He is often called a 
Shepherd, See Notes on John x.l — 1 6. 
The word rendered Bishop Qnioxoitoi^ 
means overseer. It may be applied to 
one who inspects or oversees any thing, 
as public works, or the execution of 
treaties ; to any one who is an inspector 
of wares oflfered for sale ; or in general 
to any one who is a superintendent. It 
is applied in the New Testament to 
those who are appointed to watch over 
the interests of the church, and espe- 
cially to the ofllicers of the church. 
HeriB it is applied to the Lord Jesus as 
the Great Guardian and Superintendent 
of his church ; and the title of Universal 
Bishop belongs to him alone. 

REHABKS. 

In the conclusion of this chapter we 
may remark: 

(1.) That there is something very 
beautiful in the expression ^Bishop of 
souk,* It implies that the soul is the 
peculiar care of the Saviour ; that it is 
the object of his special interest ; and 
that it is of great value, so great that 
it is that which mainly deserves regard. 
He is the Bishop of the soul in a sense 
quite distinct from any care which he 
manifests for the body. Thai too, in 
the proper way, ia the object of. his 
care ; but that has no importance com- 
pared with the soul. Our care is prin- 
cipally employed in respect to the body ; 
the care of the Redeemer has especial 
reference to the soul. 

(2.) It follows that tlfe welfare of 
the soul may be committed to him with 
confidence. It is the object of his spe- 
cial guardianship, and he will not be 
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nnfattbfal to the trast reposed in him. 
There is nothing more wft than the 
human soul is when it is committed in 
faith to the keeping of the Son of God. 
Comp. 2Tim. i. 12. 

(3.) As, therefore, he has shown his 
regard for us in seeking us when we 
were wandering and lost ; as he came 
on the kind and benevolent errand to 
find us and bring us back to himself, 
let us show our gratitude to him by re- 
solving to wander no more. As we 
regard our own safety and happiness, 
let us commit ourselves to him as our 
great Shepherd, to follow where he leads 
us, and to be ever under his pastoral 
inspection. We had all wandered away. 
We had gone where there was no hap- 
piness and no protector. We had no 
one to provide for us, to care for us, to 
pity us. We were exposed to certain 
ruin. In that state he pitied us, sought 
us out, brought us back. If we had 
remained where we were, or had gone 
farther in our wanderings, we should 
have gone certainly to destruction. He 
has sought us out ; he has led us back ; 
he has taken us under his own protec- 
tion and guidance; and we shall be 
safe as long as we follow where he 
leads, and no longer. To him then, a 
Shepherd who never forsakes his flock, 
let us at all times commit ourselves, 
following where he leads, feeling that 
under him our great interests are secure. 

(4.) We may learn from this chap- 
ter, indeed, as we may from every other 
part of the New Testament, tfiat in 
doing this we may be called to suffer. 
We may be reproached and reviled as 
the Great Shepherd himself was. We 
may become the objects of public scorn 
on account of our devoted attachment 
to him. We may suffer in name, in 
feeling, in property, in our business, by 
our honest attachment to the principles 
of his gospel. Many who are his fol- 
lowers may be in circumstances of 
poverty or oppression. They may be 
held in bondage ; they may be deprived 
of th«r rights ; they may feel that their 



lot in life is an hard one, and that the 
world seems to have conspired against 
them to do them wrong ; but let us in 
all these circumstances look to him 
< who made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross* (Phil. ii. 7, 8) ; 
and let us remember that it is < enough 
for the disciple that he be as his master, 
and the servant as his lord.' Matt i, 
25. In view of the example of our 
Master, and of all the promhei of sup* 
port in the Bible, let us beaf with pa- 
tience all the trials of life, whether 
arising from poverty, an bumbla con* 
dition, or the reproached of a wicked 
world. Our trials will soon be ended ; 
and soon, under the diractioir of the 
'Shepherd and Bishop of souls,' we 
shall be brought to a world where trials 
and sorrows are unknown. 

(6.) In our trials here, let it be our 
main object so to live that our suffer- 
ings shall not be on account of our own 
faults. See vs. 19—22. Our Saviour 
so lived. He was persecuted, reviled, 
mocked, condemned to die. But it was 
for no fikult of his. In * all hie varied 
and prolonged sufferings, he had the 
ever-abiding consciousness that he was 
innocent; he had the firm conviction 
that it would yet be seen and confessed 
by all the world that he was * holy, 
harmless, undefiled.' ver. 23. His were 
not the sufferings produced by a guilty 
conscience, or by the recollection that 
he had wronged any one. So, if we 
must suffer, let our trials come upon 
us. Be it our first aim to have a con- 
sdenoe void af ofifence, to wrong no 
one, to give no occasion for reproaches 
and revilings, to do our duty &itbfuily . 
to God and to men. Then, if trials 
come, we shall feel that we suffer as 
our Master did ; and then we may, as 
he did, commit our cause " to him that 
jndgeth righteously," assured that in 
due time <* he will bring forth our right* 
eoBsness as the light, and our judgment 
as the Qooo-day." Ps. xxxvii. 6. 
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CHAPTER m. 

▲KAI.TBI8 OF TBI CHAPTSB. 

This chapter embraces the foUowing 
subjects : 

I. The duty of wives, vs. 1 — 6. Par- 
ticularly (a) that their conduct should 
be such as would be adapted to lead 
their unbelieving husbands to embrace 
a religion whose happy influence was 
seen in the pure conduct of their wives, 
vs. 1, 2. (6) In reference to dress and 
ornaments, that they should not seek 
that which was external, but rather 
that which was of the heart vs. 34. 
(c) For an illustration of the manner 
in which these duties should be per- 
formed, the apostle refers them to the 
holy example of the wife of Abraham 
as one which Christian females should 
imitate, vs. 5, 6. 

II. The duty of husbands, ver. 7. It 
was their duty to render all proper 
honour to their wives, and to live with 
them as fellow-heirs of salvation, that 
their prayers might not be hindered : 
implying (1.) that in the most important 
respects they were on an equality ; (2.) 
that they would pray together, or that 
there would he family prayer ; and (3.) 
that it was the duty of husband and 
wife so to live together that their pray- 
ers might ascend from united hearts, 
and that it would be consistent for God 
to answer them. 

III. The general duty of unity and 
of kindness, vs. 8 — 14. They were 
(a) to be of one mind ; to have com- 
passion; to love as brethren, ver. 8. 
(6) They were never to render evil for 
evil, or railing for railiag, ver. 9. (c) 
They were to remember the promises 
of length of days, and of honour, made 
to those who were pure in their con- 
versation, and who were the friends of 
peace, vs. 9, 10. {d) They were to 
remember that the eyes of the Lord 
were always on the righteous; that 
they who were good were under his 
protection, ver. 12 ; and that if, while 
they maintahed this character, they 



were called to suffer, they should count 
it rather an honour than a hardship, 
vs. 13, 14. 

IV. The duty of being ready always 
to give to every man a reason for the 
hope 'they entertained; and^ if they 
were called to suffer persecution and 
trial in the service of God, of being 
able still to show good reasons why 
they professed to be Christians/ and of 
so living that those who wronged them 
should see that their religion was more 
than a name, but was founded in such 
truth as to command the assent even 
of their persecutors, vs. 15 — 17. 

y. In their persecutions and trials 
they were to remember the example of 
Christ, his trials, hU patience, and kU 
triumphs, vs. 18 — 22. Particularly (a) 
the apostle refers them to the fact that 
he had suffered, though he was inno- 
cent, and that he was put to death 
though he had done no wrong, ver. 18. 
(b) He refers them to the patience and 
forbearance of Christ in a former age, 
an age of great and abounding wicked- 
ness, when in- the person of his repre- 
sentative and ambassador Noah, he 
suffered much and long from the oppo- 
sition of the guilty 'and perverse men 
who were finally destroyed, and who 
are now held in prison, showing us 
how patient we ought to be when 
offended by others in our attempts to 
do them good. vs. 19, 20. (c).He re- 
fers to the fact that notwithstanding all 
tfie opposition which Noah met with 
in bearing a message, as an ambassadoi 
of the Lord, to a wicked generation, he 
and his family were saved, ver. 21. 
The design of this allusion evidently 
is, to show us that if we are patient 
and forbearing in the trials which we 
meet with in the world, we shall be 
saved also. Noah, says the apostle, 
was saved by water. We, too, says 
he, are saved in a similar manner by 
water. In his salvation, and in ours, 
water is employed as the means of sal- 
vation ; in hie case by bearing up the 
ark, in own by becoming the emblem 
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CHAPTER III. 

LIKEWISE, ye wives, « he in 
subjection to your own hus- 
bands ; that if any obey not the 
word, they also may without the 

a Ep. 5. 23. Ti. 3. 5, 6. 



of the washing away of sins, (d) The 
apostle refers to the fact that Christ 
has ascended to heaven, and has been 
exalted over angels, and principalities* 
and powers, thus showing that having 
borne all his trials with patience he 
ultimately triumphed, and that in like 
manner we, if we are patient, shall 
triumph also. ver. 22. He came off a 
conqueror, and was exalted to the 
highest honours of heaven ; and so, if 
faithful, we may hope to come off con- 
querors also, and be exalted to the 
honours of heaven as he was. The 
whole argument here is drawn from 
the example of Christ, first, in his 
patience and forbearance with the old 
world, and then when he was person- 
ally on the earth ; from the fact, that 
in the case of that messenger whom he 
sent to the ungodly race before the 
flood, and in his own case when per- 
sonally on earth, there was ultimate 
triumph afler all that they met with 
' from ungodly men ; and thus, if we en- 
dure opposition and trials in the same 
way, we may hope also to triumph in 
heaven with our exalted Saviour. 

1. Likewise, ye wives, be in subject 
iion to your own husbands. On the 
duty here enjoined, see Notes on 1 Cor. 
xi. 3—9, and Eph. v. 22. IT TTiat if 
any obey not the word. The word of 
God ; the gospel. That is, if any 
wives have husbands who are not true 
Christians. This would be likely to 
occur when the gospel was first preach- 
ed, as it does now, by the fact that 
wives might be converted, though their 
husbands were not. It cannot be in- 
ferred from this that after they them- 
selves had become Christians, they had 
married unbelieving husbands. The 
term < word' here refers particularly to 



word be won by the conversa- 
tion of the wives ; 

2 While they behold your 
chaste conversation coupled with 
fear. 



the gospel as preached ,' and the idea 
is, that if they were regardless of that 
gospel when preached — if they would 
not attend on preaching, or if they 
were unaffected by it, or if they openly 
rejected it, there might be hope still 
that they would be converted by the 
Christian influence of a wife at home. 
In such cases, a duty of special import- 
ance devolves on the wife. 1 7%£y 
also may without the word be won. 
In some other way than by preaching. 
This does not mean that they would 
be converted independently of the in- 
fluence of truth — ^for truth is alwaya 
the instrument of conversion (James i. 
18. John xvii. 17) ; but that it was to 
be by another influence than preaching, 
IT By the conversation of the wives. 
By the conduct or deportment of their 
wives. See Notes on Phil. i. 27. The 
word conversation, in the Scriptures, 
is never confined, as it is now with us, 
to oral discourse, but denotes conduct 
in general. It includes indeed « con- 
versation' as the word is now used, but 
it embraces also much more — ^including 
every thing that we do. The meaning ' 
here is, that the habitual deportment of 
the wife was to be such as to show the 
reality and power of religion ; to i^ow 
that it had such influence on her tem- 
per, her words, her whole deportment, 
as to demonstrate that it was from 
God. 

2. While they behold your chaste 
conversaiion. Your pure conduct. The 
word chaste here (aytffiv) refers to pa- 
rity of conduct in all respects, and not 
merely to chastity properly so called. 
It includes that, but it also embraces 
much more. The conduct of the wife 
is to be in all respecU /?urg / and this 
is to be the grand instrumentality in 
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3 Whose adorning, " let it not 

o 1 Ti. 2. 9, 10. 

the conversion of her husband. A wife 
may be strictly chaste^ and yet there 
may be many other things in her con- 
duct and temper which would mar the 
beauty of her piety, and prevent any 
happy influence on the mind of her 
husband. T Coupled with fear. The 
word fear in this place, may refer either 
to the fear of God, or to a proper re- 
spect and reverence for their husbands. 
Eph. ▼. 33. The trait of character 
which is referred to is that of proper 
respect and reverence in all the rela- 
tions wbieil she sustained, as opposed 
to » trifling and frivolous mind. Leigh- 
ton suggests that the word fear here 
relates partiealarly to the other duty 
ex^oined — that of ^aste conversation — 
« fearing the least stain of chastity, or 
the very appearance of any thing not 
suiting witb it It is a delicate, timo- 
rous graee, afraid of the least air, or 
shadow of liny thing that hath but a 
resemblimce of wronging it, in carriage, 
or speech, or appareU" 

3w Wioie adorning. Whose orna- 
ment. The apostle reftir^ here to a 
propensity which exists in the heart 
jof woman to seek that which would be 
esteemed ornamental, or that which 
will appear well in the sight of others, 
and commend us to them. The desire 
of this is laid deep in human nature, 
.and therefore, when properly regulated, 
is Aot wrong. The only question is, 
what is the true and appropriate orna- 
ment 1 What should be primarily 
sought as the right kind of adorning 1 
The apostle does not condemn true 
ornament, nor does he condemn the 
desire to appear in such a way as to 
seeuve the esteem of others. God does 
not condemn real ornament. The uni- 
wse is Ml of it. The colours of the 
dothls and of the rainbow ; the varied 
iioes oT flowers 3 the plumage of birds, 
and the covering of many of the ani- 
mals of the forest; the green grass; 
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be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing 



the variety of hill and date ; the beauty 
of the human complexion, the ruddy 
cheek, and the sparkling eye, are all of 
the nature of ornament. They are 
something superadded to what would 
be merely useful, to make them appear 
well. Few or none of these things 
are absolutely necessary to the things 
to which they are attached ; for the 
eye could see without the various tints 
of beauty that are drawn upon it, and 
the lips and the cheeks could perform 
their functions without their beautiful 
tiRts, and the vegetable world could 
exist without the variegated colours 
that are painted on it ; but God meant 
that this should be a beautiful world ; 
that it should appear well; that there 
should be something more than mere 
utility. The true notion of ornament 
or adorning, is (hat which will make 
any person or thing appear well, or 
beautifulf to others; and the apostle 
does jiot prohibit that which would 
have this effect in the wife. The 
grand thing which she was to seek, 
was not that which is merely external, 
but that whicfa is internal, and which 
God regards as of so great value. 
IT Let it not be that outward adorning. 
Let not this be the main or principal 
thing ; let not her heart be set on this. 
The apostle does not say that she 
should wholly neglect her personal ap- 
pearance, for she has no more right to 
be offensive to her husband by neglect- 
ing her personal appearance, than by a 
finical attention to it. Religion pro- 
motes neatness, and cleanliness, and a 
proper attention to our external appear- 
ance according to our circumstances in 
life, as certainly as it does to the inter- 
nal virtue of the soul. On this whole 
passage, see Notes on 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. 
IT Of plaiting the hair. See Notes on 
1 Tim. ii. 9. Comp. Notes on Isa. iii. 24. 
Great attention is paid to this in the 
East, and it is to this that the apostle 
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of gold, or of patting on of ap- 
parel ; 

aPs.45. 13. So. 2. 29. 
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4 But let it he the hidden man 
of the heart/ in that which is not 



here refers. " The women in the East- 
ern countries/* says Dr. Shaw (Travels, 
p. 294), ** affect to have their hair hang 
down to the ground, which they collect 
into one lock, upon the hinder part of 
the head, binding and plaiting it about 
with ribbons. Above this, or on the 
top of their heads, persons of better 
fashion wear flexible plates of gold or 
silver, variously cut through, and en- 
graved in imitation of lace." We are 
not to suppose that a mere braiding or 
plaiting of the hair is improper, for 
there may be no more simple or con- 
venient way of disposing of it. But 
the allusion here is to the excessive 
care which then prevailed, and espe- 
cially to their setting the heart on such 
ornaments rather than on the adorning 
which is internal. It may not be easy 
to fix the exact limit of propriety about 
the method of arranging the hair, or 
about any other ornament ; but those 
whose hearts are right, generaUy h«ve 
little difficulty on the subject. Every 
ornament of the body, however beMiti- 
ful, is soon to be laid aside ; the adorn- 
ing of the soul will endure for ever. 
^ Or ef wearing of gold. The gold 
here particularly referred to is probably 
that which was interwoven in the hair, 
and which was a common female or- 
nament in ancient times. Thus Virgil 
says, crinea nodaniur in aurum. And 
again, crinem implicat auro. See 
Homer, II., B. 872. Herod, i. 82, and 
Thucyd. i. 6. The wearing of gold in 
the hair, however, was more common 
among women of loose morals than 
among virtuous females. Pollux iv. 163. 
It cannot be supposed that all wearing 
of gold about the person is wrong, for 
there is nothing evil in gold itself, and 
there may be some articles connected 
with apparel made of gold that may in 
no manner draw off the afifeotions from 
higher things, and may do nothing to 
16 



endanger piety. The meaning is, that 
such ornaments should not be sought ; 
that Christians should be in no way 
distinguished for them ; that they 
should not engross the time and atten- 
tion ; that Christians should so dress 
as to show that their minds are occu- 
pied with nobler objects, and ^t in 
their apparel they shoafd be modttW of 
neatness, economy, aod plainness. If 
it should be said that this aKpreasion 
teaches that it is wrong to wear gold 
at all, it may be replied that on the 
same principle it would follow that the 
next clause teaches that it i» wrong to 
put on apparel at alL There is realW 
no difficulty in such expressions. We 
are to dress decently, and in the man- 
ner that will attract least attention, and 
we are to show that our hearts are in- 
terested supremely in moie impotianl 
things than in outward adorniog. 5 Or 
of putting on of appareL ThM la, 
thi» Is not to be the ornan^ent which 
we principally ssfk, or for wl^^ wa 
are distingoislied. We are to ^esire -a 
richer and more permanent adorning— 
that of the heart. 

4. But let it be the Ikldden nian of 
the heart. This expression is substcti- 
tially the same aft that of P«ul iii Rom. 
vii. 22, " the inwald man." 8e» Nqtes 
on that place. The vord < Uddin' here 
means that which is concealed^ thai 
which is not made apparent by the 
dress, or by ornament. It lies within, 
pertaining to the affections of the soul. 
IJ/i that which ie not corruptible. 
Properly <in the incorruptible orna» 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit,' This 
is said to be incorruptible in contradis- 
tinction to gold and apparel. They 
will decay ; but the internal ornamient 
is ever enduring. The sense is, that 
whatever pertains to outward decora- 
tion, however beautiful and costly, sis 
fading, but that which pertains to the 
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corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek' and quiet spirit, which 

aPB.2S.9; 149.4. Mat. 5. 5. 
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is in the sight of God of great 
price. 



soul is enduring. As the soul is im- 
mortal, so all that tends to adorn that 
will be immortal too; as the body is 
mortal, so all with which it can be in- 
vested is decaying and will soon be de- 
stroyed. 1 The ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit. Of a calm temper ; 
a contented mind; a heart free from 
passion, pride, envy, and irritability ; 
a soul not subject to the agitations and 
vexations of those who live for fashion, 
and who seek to be distinguished for 
external adorning. The connection 
here shows that the apostle refers to 
this, not only as that which would be 
of great price in the sight of God, but 
as that which would tend to secure the 
affection of their husbands, and win 
them to embrace the true religion (See 
vs. 1, 2) ; and, in order to this, he re- 
commends them, instead of seeking 
external ornaments, to seek those of the 
mind and of the heart, as more agreea- 
ble to their husbands ; as better adapted 
to win their hearts to religion ; as that 
which would be most permanently 
proved. In regard to this point, wo 
may observe (1.) that there are, un- 
doubtedly, some husbands who are 
pleased with excessive ornaments in 
their wives, and who take a pleasure 
in seeing them decorated with gold, 
and pearls, and costly array. (2.) 
That all are pleased and gratified with 
a suitable attention to personal appear- 
ance on the part of their wives. It is 
as much the duty of a wife to be cleanly 
in her person, and neat in her habits, 
in the presence of her husband, as in 
the presence of strangers ; and no wife 
can hope to secure the permanent affec- 
tion of her husband who is not atten- 
tive to her personal appearance in her 
own family ; especially if, while care- 
less of her personal appearance in the 
presence of her husband, she makes it 
a point to appear gaily dressed before 



others. Yet (3.) the decoration of the 
body is not all, nor is it the principal 
thing which a husband desires. He 
desires primarily in his wife the more 
permanent adorning which pertains to 
the heart. Let it be remembered (a) 
that a large part of the ornaments on 
which females value themselves are lost 
to a great extent on the other sex. 
Many a man cannot tell the difierence 
between diamonds and cut-glass, or 
paste in the form of diamonds; and 
few are such connoisseurs in the mat- 
ter of female ornaments as to appre- 
ciate at all the difierence in the quality 
or colour of silks, and shawls, and 
laces, which might appear so important 
to a female eye. The fact is, that those 
personal ornaments which to females 
appear of so much value, are much 
less regarded and prized by men than 
they often suppose. It is a rare thing 
that a man is so thoroughly skilled in 
the knowledge of the distinctions that 
pertain to fashions, as to appreciate 
that on which the heart of a female 
oden so much prides itself ; and it is 
no great credit to him if he can do this. 
His time usually, unless he is a tailor 
or a jeweller, might have been much 
better employed than in making those 
acquisitions which are needful to qualify 
him to appreciate and admire the pecu- 
liarities of gay female apparel, (b) 
But a man has a real interest in what 
constitutes the ornaments of the heart. 
His happiness, in his intercourse with 
his wife, depends on these. He knows 
what is denoted by a kind temper ; by 
gentle words ; by a placid brow ; by a 
modest and patient spirit; by a heart 
that is calm in trouble, and that is af- 
fectionate and pure ; by freedom from 
irritability, fretfulness, and impatience ; 
and he can fully appreciate the value 
of these things. No professional skill 
is necessary to qualify him to see their 
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5 For after this manner, in 
the old time, the holy women 
also, who trusted in God, adorned 



worth ; and no acqaired tact in discri- 
mination is reqaisite to enable him to 
estimate them according to their full 
value. A wife, therefore, if she would 
permanently please her husband, should 
seek the adorning of the soul rather 
than the body; the ornament of the 
heart, rather than gold and jewels. 
The one can never be a substitute for 
the other; and whatever outward deco- 
rations she may have, unless she have 
a gentleness of spirit, a calmness of 
temper, a benevolence and purity of 
■oul, and a cultivation of mind that )ier 
husband can love, she cannot calculate 
on his permanent aflection. IT Which 
is in the Might of God of great price. 
Of g^eat value; that being of great 
value for which a large price is paid. 
He has shown his sense of its value 
(a) by commending it so often in his 
word ; (b) by making religion to con- 
sist so much in it, rather than in high 
intellectual endowments, learning, skill 
in the arts, and valour ; and (c) by the 
character of his Son, the Lord Jesus, 
in whom this was so prominent a cha- 
racteristic. Sentiments not unlike what 
is here stated by the apostle, occur not 
unfrequently in heathen classic writers. 
There are some remarkable passages in 
Plutarch, strongly resembling it: — ** An 
ornament, as Crates said, is that which 
adorns. The proper ornament of a 
woman is that which becomes her best 
This is neither gold, nor pearls, nor 
scarlet, but those things which are an 
evident proof of gravity, regularity, and 
modesty." — CoiyugaUa Fraecept., c. 
xxvi. The wife of Phocion, a cele- 
brated Athenian general, receiving a 
visit from a lady who was elegantly 
adorned with gold and jewels, and her 
hair with pearls, took occasion to call 
the attention of her guest to the ele- 
gance and costliness of her dress. < My 
ornament,' said the wife of Phocion, 



themselves, being in subjection 
unto their own husbands : 
6 Even as Sara obeyed Abra- 

< is my husband, now for the twentieth 
year general of the Athenians.' — Plut* 
Life of Phocion, " The Sicilian tyrant 
sent to the daughters of Lysander, gar- 
ments and tissues of great value, but 
Lysander refused them, saying, < These 
ornaments will rather put my daughters 
out of countenance than adorn them.' " 
— Plutarch. So in the fragments of 
Naumachitts, as quoted by Benson, 
there is a precept much like this of 
Peter : <* Be not too fond of gold, nei- 
ther wear purple hyacinth about your 
neck, or the green jasper, of which fool- 
ish persons are proud. Do not covet 
such vain ornaments, neither view your- 
self too often in the glass, nor twist your 
hair into a multitude of curls," &c 

5. For after this manner, in the old 
time. The allusion here is particularly 
to the times of the patriarchs, and the 
object of the apostle is to state another 
reason why they should seek that kind 
of ornament which he had been com- 
mending. The reason is, that this 
characterized the pious and honoured 
females of ancient times — those females 
who had been most commended of 
God, and who were most worthy to be 
remembered on earth. ^Who trusted 
in God, Greek, « Who hoped in God ;* 
that is, who were truly pious. They 
were chsracterized by simple trust or 
hope in God, rather than by a fondness 
for external adorning. ^Adorned them* 
selves. To wit, with a meek and quiet 
spirit, manifested particularly by the 
respect evinced for their husbands. 
IT Being in subjection unto their own 
husbands. This was evidently a cha- 
racteristic of the early periods of the 
world, and piety was understood to 
consist much in proper respect for 
others, according to the relations sus- 
tained towards them. 

6. Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, 
Sarah was one of the most distinguished 
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ham, calling him Lord :" whose 
' daughters ye are, as long as ye 

aGe. 18. 13. 



L PETER. [A.D.6a 

do well, and are not afraid with 
any amazement. 



of the wives of the patriarchs, and her 
case is referred to as furnishing one of 
the best illustrations of the doty to 
which the apostle refers. Nothing is 
said, in the brief recoids of her life, of 
any passion for oatward adorning; 
much is said of her kindness to her 
husband, and her respect for him. 
Gomp. Gen. zii. 5 ; xviii. 6. IT Call- 
ing him Lord. See Gren. iviii. 12. 
It was probably inferred from this in- 
stance, by the apostle, and not without 
reason, that Sarah habitually used this 
respectful appellation, acknowledging 
by it that he was her superior, and that 
he had a right to rule in his own house. 
The word lord has the elementary idea 
of rulingf and this is the sense here, — 
that she acknowledged that he had a 
right to direct the affairs of his house- 
hold, and that it was her duty to be in 
sQhjection to him as the head of the 
family. In what upspects this is a duty, 
may be seen by consulting the Notes 
on Eph. V. 22. Among the Romans, 
it was quite common for wives to use 
the appellation lord (dominua), when 
speaking of their husbands. The same 
custom also prevailed among the Greeks. 
See Grotius, in loe. This passage does 
not prove that the term lord should be 
the particular appellation by which 
Christian wives should address their 
husbands now, but it proves that there 
should be the same respect and defer- 
ence which was implied by its use in 
patriarchal times. The welfare of so- 
ciety, and the happiness of individuals, 
are not dimini^ed by showing proper 
respect Ibr all classes of persons in the 
iwriom relations of U&. IT Whose 
daughters ye are. That is, you will 
be worthy to be regarded as her daugh- 
ters, if. yM manifest the same spirit 
that she did. The margin here, as the 
Greek, is children. The sense is, that 
if they demeaned themselves correctly 
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in the relation of wives, it would be 
proper to look upon her as their mother, 
and to feel that they were not unwor- 
thy to be regarded as her daughters. 
IT As long as ye do well. In respect 
to the particular matter under conside- 
ration. 1 And are not afraid with 
any amazement. This passage has 
been variously understood. Some have 
supposed that this is suggested as an 
argument to persuade them to do weii, 
from the consideration that by so doing 
they would be preserved from those 
alarms and terrors which a contest with 
superior power might bring with it, 
and which would prove as injurious to 
their peace as to their character. Ro- 
senmuller explains it, * If ye do well, 
terrified by no threats of unbelieving 
husbands, if they should undertake to 
compel you to deny the Christian faith.' 
Doddridge supposes that it means that 
they were to preserve their peace and 
fortitude in any time of danger, so as 
not to act out of character, through 
amazement or danger. Calvin, Benson, 
and Bloomfield understand it of that 
firmness and intrepidity of character 
which would be necessary to support 
their religious independence, when 
united with heathen husbands ; mean- 
ing that they were not to be deterred 
from doing their duty by any threats 
or terrors, either of their unbelieving 
husbands, or of their enemies and per- 
secutors. Dr. Clarke supposes that it 
means that if they did well, they would 
live under no dread of being detected 
in improprieties of life, or being found 
out in their infidelities to their hus> 
bands, as those must always be who are 
unfaithful to their marriage vows. The 
word rendered amazement {fttovfiti) 
does not elsewhere occur in the New 
Testament. It means terror, trepida- 
tion, fear, and the literal translation of 
the Greek is, 'not fearing any fear.' 
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It seems to me that the following may 
express the sense of the passage: (1.) 
There is undoubtedly an allusion to the 
character of Sarah, and the object of 
the apostle is to induce them to follow 
her example. (2.) The thing in Sarah 
which he would exhort them to imitate, 
was her pure and upright life, her faith- 
ful discharge of her duties as a woman 
fearing God. This she did constantly 
wherever she was, regardless of conse- 
quences. Among friends and strangers, 
at home and abroad, she was distin- 
guished for doing wtlL Such was her 
character, such her fidelity to her hus- 
band and her God, such her firm in- 
tegrity and benevolence, that she at all 
times lived to do good, and would have 
done it, unawed by terror, undeterred 
by threats. To whatever trial her piety 
was exposed, it bore the trial ; and such 
was her strength of virtue, that it was 
certain her integrity would be firm by 
whatever consequences she might have 
been threatened for her adherence to 
her principles. (3.) They were to imi- 
tate her in this, and were thus to show 
that they were worthy to be regarded 
as her daughters. They were to do 
well ; to be faithful to their husbands ; 
to be firm in their principles ; to ad- 
here steadfastly to what was true and 
good, whatever trials they might pass 
through, however much they might be 
threatened with persecution, or how- 
ever any might attempt to deter them 
from the performance of their duty. 
Thus, by a life of Christian fidelity, 
unawed by fear from any quarter, they 
would show that they were imbued 
with the same principles of unbending 
virtue which characterized the wife of 
the Father of the faithful, and that they 
were not unworthy to be regarded as 
her daughters. 

7. LikewisCt ye husbands. On the 
general duty of husbands, see Notes on 
Eph. V. 25, seq. IT Dwell xoiih them. 
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dwell with them according to 
knowledge, giving honour unto 

That is, < Let your manner of living 
with them be that which is immediately 
specified. 1 According to knowledge. 
In accordance with an intelligent view 
of the nature of the relation ; or, as 
becomes those who have been instructed 
in the duties of this relation according 
to the gospel. The meaning evidently 
is, that they should seek to obtain just 
views of what Christianity enjoins in 
regard to this relation, and that they 
should allow those intelligent views to 
control them in all their intercourse 
with their wives. IF Giving honour 
unto the wife. It was an important 
advance made in society when the 
Christian religion gave such a direction 
as this, for every where among the 
heathen, and under all false systems of 
religion, woman has been regarded as 
worthy of little honour or respect* She 
has been considered as a stave, or as 
a mere instrument to gratify the pas- 
sions of man. It is one of the element- 
ary doctrines of Christianity, however, 
that woman is to be treated with re- 
spect; and one of the first an(f most 
marked effects of religion on society is 
to elevate the wife to a condition in 
which she will be worthy of esteem. 
The particular reasons for the honour 
which husbands are directed fo show 
to their wives, here specified, are two : 
she is to be treated with special kind- 
ness as being more feeble than man, 
and as having a claim therefore to 
delicate attention ; and she is to be 
honoured as the equal heir of th*>graoQ 
of life. Doddridge, Clarke, and some 
others, suppose that the Word honour 
here refers to maintenance or support, 
and that the command is, that the hus- 
band is to provide for his wife se that 
she may not want. But it seems to 
me that the word is to be understood 
here in its more usual signification, and 
that it inculcates a higher duty than 
that of merely providing for the tem 
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the wife, as unto the weaker ves- 
sel, and as being heirs together 



poral wants of the wife, and strikes 
at a deeper evil than a mere neglect 
of meeting her temporal necessities. 
The reasons assigned for doing this 
seem to imply it. IT As unto the 
weaker vessel. It is not uncommon 
in the Scriptures to compare the body 
to a vessel (Comp. Notes on 1 Thess. 
iv. 4), and thence the comparison is 
extended to the whole person. This 
is done, either because the body is frail 
and feeble, like an earthen vessel easily 
broken ; or because it is that in which 
the soul is lodged ; or, because, in ac- 
cordance with a frequent use of the 
word (see below), the body is the in- 
strument by which the soul accom- 
plishes its purposes, or is the helper of 
the soul. Comp. Acts ix. 16. Rom. 
ix. 22, 23. 2 Cor. iv. 7. In the later 
Hebrew usage it was common to apply 
the term vessel (Heb. ^S^, Gr. crxcvo;) 
to a wife, as is done here.' See Schoett- 
gen, Hor. Heb. p. 827. Expressions 
similar to this, in regard to the com- 
parative feebleness of woman, occur 
frequently in the classic writers. See 
Wetstein in he. The reasons why the 
term vessel was given to a wife, are not 
very apparent. A not unfrequent sense 
of the word used here (crxctx>$) in the 
Greek classics was that of an instru- 
ment; a helper; one who was em- 
ployed by another to accomplish any 
thing, or to aid him (Passow), and it 
seems probable that this was the reason 
why the term was given to the wife. 
Comp. Gen. ii. 18. The reason here 
assigned for the honour that was to be 
shown to the wife is, that she is < the 
weaker vessel.' By this it is not ne- 
cessarily meant that she is of feebler 
capacity, or inferior mental endow- 
ments, but that she is more tender 
and delicate ; more subject to infirmi- 
ties and weaknesses; less capable of 
enduring fatigue and toil ; less adapted 



of the grace of life ; that jour 
prayers be not hindered. 



to the rough and stormy scenes of life. 
As such, she should be regarded and 
treated with special kindness and. at- 
tention. This is a reason, the force 
of which all can see and appreciate. 
So we feel toward a sister ; so we feel 
toward a beloved child, if he is of feeble 
frame and delicate constitution ; and so 
every man should feel in relation to 
his wife. She may have mental en- 
dowments equal to his own ; she may 
have moral qualities in every way supe- 
rior to his, but the God of nature has 
made her with a more delicate frame, 
a more fragile structure, and with a 
body subject to many infirmities to 
which the more hardy frame of man is 
a stranger. IF And as being heirs Uh 
gether of the grace of life. The grace 
that is connected with eternal life ; that 
is, as fellow-Christians. They were 
equal heirs of the everlasting inherit- 
ance, called in the Scripture « life ," 
and the same < grace' connected with 
that inheritance had been conferred on 
both. — This passage contains a very 
important truth in regard to the female 
sex. Under every other system of re- 
ligion, but the Christian system, wo- 
man has been regarded as in every way 
inferior to man. Christianity teaches 
that, in respect to her highest interests, 
the interests of religion, she is every 
way his equal. She is entitled to all 
the hopes and promises which religion 
imparts. She is redeemed as he is. 
She is addressed in the same language 
of tender invitation. She has the same 
privileges and comforts which religion 
imparts here, and she will be elevated 
to the same rank and privileges in 
heaven. This single truth would raise 
the female sex everywhere from de- 
gradation, and check at once half the 
social evils of the race. Make her the 
equal of man in the hope of heaven, 
and at once she rises to her appropriate 
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place. Home is made what it should 
he, a place of intelligence and pure 
friendship; and a world of suffering 
and sadness smiles under the henefac- 
tions of Christian woman. IT That 
your prayers be not hindered* It is 
fairly implied here (I.) that it was sup- 
posed there would be united or family 
prayer. The apostle is speaking of 
< dwelling with the wife/ and of the 
right manner of treating her ; and it 
is plainly supposed that united prayer 
would be one thing that would charac- 
terize their living together. He does 
not direct that there should be prayer. 
He seems to take it for granted that 
there ti^otf^ be, and it may be remarked 
that where there is true religion in 
right exercise, there is prayer as a mat- 
ter of course. The head of a family 
does not iBsk whether he must establish 
family worship. He does it as one of 
the spontaneous fruits of religion ; as 
a thing concerning which no formal 
command is necessary. Prayer in the 
&mily, as everywhere else, is a privi- 
lege; and the true question to be asked 
on the subject is not whether a man 
must,, but whether he may pray. (2.^ 
It is implied that there mig^t be such 
ft way of living as effectually to hinder 
prayer; that is, to prevent its being 
offered aright, and to prevent any an- 
swer. This might occur in many ways. 
If the husband treated the wife un- 
kindly ; if he did not show her proper 
respect and affection; if there were 
bickerings, and jealousies, and conten- 
tions between them, there could be no 
hope that acceptable prayer would be 
oflfered. A spirit of strife ; irritability 
and unevenness of temper; harsh looks 
and unkind words ; a disposition easily 
to take offence, and an unwillingness 
to forgive, all these prevent a < return 
of prayers.' Acceptable prayer never 
can be offered in the tempest of pas- 
sion, and there can be no doubt that 
such prayer is often * hindered' by 
the inequalities of temper, and the 
bickerings and strifes that exist in 



families. Yet, how desirable is it that 
husband and wife should so live to- 
gether that their prayers may not be 
hindered! How desirable for their 
own peace and happiness in that' rela- 
tion ; how desirable for the welfare of 
children! — In view of the exposition 
in this verse, we may remark (a) that 
Christianity has done much to elevate 
the female sex. It has taught that 
woman is an heir of the grace of life 
as well as man ; that, while she is in- 
ferior in bodily vigour, she is his equal 
in the most important respect ; that she 
is a fellow-traveller with him to a higher 
world, and that in every way she is 
entitled to all the blessings which re- 
demption confers, as much as he is. 
This single truth tias done more than 
all other things combined to elevate the 
female sex, and is all that is needful to 
raise her from her degradation all over 
the world. (6) They, therefore, who 
desire the elevation of the ^male sex ; 
who see woman ignorant and degraded 
in the dark parts of the earth, should 
be the friends of all well-directed efforts 
to send the gospel to heathen lands. 
Every husband who has a pure and in- 
telligent wife, and every father who has 
an accomplished daughter, and every 
brother who has a virtuous sister, should 
seek to spread the gospel abroad. To 
that gospel only he owes it that he has 
such a wife, daughter, sister ; and that 
gospel, which has given to him such an 
intelligent female friend, would elevate 
woman everywhere to the same condi- 
tion. The obligation which he owes 
to religion in this respect can be dis- 
charged in no better way than by aid- 
ing in diffusing that gospel which 
would make the wife, the daughter, the 
sister, everywhere what she is in his 
own dwelling, (c) Especially is this 
the duty of the Christian female. She 
owes her elevation in society to Chris- 
tianity, and what Christianity has made 
her, it would make the sunken and de- 
based of her own sex all over the earth ; 
and how can she better show her grati- 
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mind, having compassion one of 

A Ro. 12. 16. 1 or, loving to the. 

il^no.S. 18. c Mat. 5. 44. £p.4.32. 



tade than by aiding in any and every 
ivay in making that same gospel known 
in the dark parts of the world ? (d) 
Christianity makes a happy home. Let 
the principles reign in any femily which 
are here enjoined by the apostle, and 
that family will be one of intelligence, 
contentment, and peace. There is a 
simple and easy way of being happy 
in the family relation. It is to allow 
the spirit of Christ and his gospel to 
reign there. That done, though there 
l)e poverty, and di^ppointment, and 
sickness, and cares, and losses, yet there 
will be peace within, for there wilt be 
mutual love, and the cheerful hope of 
a brighter world. Where that is want- 
ing, no outward splendour, no costly 
furniture or viands, no gilded equipage, 
no long train of servants, no wine, or 
music, or dances, can secure happiness 
iff a dwelling. With all these things 
th^re may b» the most corroding pas- 
sions; in the mansion where these 
things are, pale disease, disappointment, 
aod death may come, and there shall 
be lathing to console and support. 

8. FtnaBy. As the last direction, 
or as j^enefal counsel in reference to 
your conduct in all the relations of life. 
The apostle had specified most of the 
important relations which Christians 
sustain (ch. ii. 13 — 26 ; iii. 1 — 7), and 
he now gives a general direction in re- 
gard to their conduct in all those rela- 
tions. ^ Be ye all of one mind. See 
Notes on Rom. zii. 16. The word here 
used (6fto^pGiv) does not elsewhere oc- 
cur in the New Testament. It means 
of the same mind / like-minded g and 
the object is to secure harmony in their 
views and feelings. ^ Having compos- 
sioti one of another. Sympathizing 
((TU/i/ta^trO ; entering into one an- 
other's feelings, and evincing a regard 
for each other's welfare. Notes on 



another; ' love * as brethren, he 
pitiful, he courteous : 

9 Not * rendering evil for evil. 



Rom. xii. 15. Comp. I Cor. xii. 26. 
John xi. 35. The Greek word here 
used does not elsewhere occur in the 
New Testament It describes that 
state of mind which exists when we 
enter into the feelings of others as if 
they were our own, as the different 
parts of the body are af^ted by that 
which affects onew Notes on I Cor. 
xii. 26. IT Lofte as brethren. Marg., 
loving the; i. e. the brethren. The 
Greek word ((}>t?io6€X*oj) does not else- 
where occur in the New Testament. It 
means loving on^s brethren ; that is, 
loving each other as Christian brethren. 
Bob. Lex, Thus it enforces the duty 
so often enjoined in the New Testa- 
ment, that of love to Christians as 
brethren of the same family. Notes on 
Rom. xii. 10. Comp. Heb.xiii. 1. John 
xiii. 34. IX Be pitiful. The word here 
used (twS7<?Myzvoi) occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament, except in Eph. 
iv. 32, where it is rendered tender^ 
hearted. See Notes on that verse. 
1 Be courteous. This word also 
(pOM^ouw) occurs nowhere else in the 
New Testament It means friendly- 
minded, kind, courteous. Later edi- 
tions of the New Testament, instead 
of this, read (taainvo^tpovBi) of a lowly 
or humble mind. See Hahn. The 
sense^is not materially varied. In the 
one word the idea of friendliness is the 
one that prevails ; in the other that of 
humility, Christianity requires both 
of these virtues, and either word en- 
forces an important injunction. The 
authority is in favour of the hitter 
reading; and though Christianity re- 
quires that we should be courteous and 
gentlemanly in our treatment of others, 
this text can hardly be relied on as a 
proof-text of that point 

9. Not rendering evil for eviL See 
Notes, Matt. ▼. 89, 44. Rom. xii. 17. 
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IT Or raiUngfar railing. See Notes, 
1 Tim. vi. 4. Comp. Mark xv. 29. 
Lake xxiii. 39. .. 1 But contrariwiae 
blessing. la a spirit contrary to this. 
See Notes on Matt ▼. 44. ^ Knowing 
that ye ore thereunto called, that ye 
should inherit a blessing. * Knowing 
that you were called to be Christians 
in order that you should obtain a bless- 
ing infinite and eternal in the heavens. 
Bxpecting such a blessing yourselves, 
you should be ready to scatter blessings 
on all others. You should lie ready 
to bear all their reproaches, and even 
to wish them well. The hope of eter- 
nal life should make your minds calm ; 
and the prospect that you are to be so 
exalted in heaven should fill your 
hearts with benignity and love.' There 
is nothing which is better fitted to 
cause our hearts to overflow with be> 
Dignity ; to make us ready to forgive 
all others when they forgive us, than 
the hope of salvation. Cherishing such 
a hope ourselves, we cannot but wish 
that all others may share it, and this 
will lead us to wish for them every 
blessing. A man who has a hope of 
heaven should abound in every virtue, 
and show that he is a sincere well- 
wisher of the race. Why should one 
who expects soon to be in heaven har- 
bour malice in his bosom 1 Why 
should he wish to injure a foUow- 
worm t How can he 1 

10. For he that will love life. Gr., 
< He willing (^Xar)* or that wills to 
love life.' It implies that there is some 
positive desire to live ; some active 
wish that life should be prolonged. 
This whole passage (vs. 10 — 12) is 
taken, with some slight variations, from 
Psalm xxxiv. 12 — 16. In the Psalm 
this expression is, « What man is he 
that desireth life, and loveth many days 
that he may see good." The sense is 
substantially the same. It is implied 
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here that it is right to love life, and to 
desire many days. The desire of this 
is referred to by the Psalmist and by 
the apostle without any expression of 
disapprobation, and the way is shown 
by which length of days may be se- 
cured. Life is a blessing ; a precious 
gift of God. We are taught so to 
regard it by the instinctive feelings of 
our nature ; for we are so made as to 
love it, and to dread its extinction. 
Though we should be prepared to re- 
sign it when God commands, yet there 
are important reasons why we should 
desire to live. Among them are the 
following: (\.) Because, as already 
intimated, lite as such is to be regard- 
ed as a blessing. We instinctively 
shrink back from death, as one of the 
greatest evils; we shudder at the thought 
of annihilation. It is not wrong to 
love that, in proper degree,. whieh, by 
our very nature, we are prompted' tfi 
love; and we are but actiog out one 
of the universal laws which our Cre- 
ator has impressed on us, when, with 
proper submission to his will, we. seek 
to lengthen out our days as fax as possi* 
ble. ^2.) That we may see the works 
of God, and survey the wonders Of hlr 
hand on earth. The world is full of 
wonders, evincing the wisdom and 
goodness of the Deity ; and the longest 
life, nay, many such lives as are allot- 
ted to us here, could be well employed 
in studying his works and ways. (3.) 
That we may make preparation for 
eternity. Man may, indeed, make 
preparation in a very brief period ; but 
the longest life is not too much to ex- 
amine and settle the question whether 
we have a well-founded hope of heaven. 
If man had nothing else to do, the 
longest life could be well employed in 
inquiries that grow out of the question 
whether we are fitted for the world to 
come. In the possibility, too, of being 
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and see good days, let him re- 
frain his tongue from evil, and 



4«ceive(], and in view of the awful con- 
sequences that will result from decep- 
tion, it is desirable that length of days 
should be given us that we may bring 
the subject to the severest test, and so 
determine it that we may go sure to 
the changeless world. (4.) That we 
may do good to others. We mayy in- 
deed, do good in another world ; but 
there are ways of doing good which 
are probably confined to this. What 
good we may do hereafter to the inha- 
bitants of distant worlds, or what mi- 
nistrations, in company with angels, 
or without them, we may exercise to- 
wards the friends of God on earth after 
we leave it, we do not know, but there 
are certain things which we are morally 
certain we shall not be permitted to do 
in the future world. We shall not (a) 
personally labour for the salvation of 
sinners by conversation and other direct 
efforts ; [h) we shall not illustrate the 
influence of religion by example in 
sustaining us in trials, subduing and 
controlling our passions, and making 
us dead to the world ; (c) we shall not 
be permitted to pray for our impenitent 
friends and kindred, as we may now ; 
(d) we shall not have the opportunijty 
of contributing of our substance for the 
spread of the gospel, or of going per- 
sonally to preach the gospel to the 
perishing; [e) we shall not be em- 
ployed in instructing the ignorant, in 
advocating the cause of the oppressed 
and the wronged, in seeking to remove 
the fetters from the slave, in dispensing 
mercy to the insane, or in visiting the 
prisoner in his lonely cell; (/) we 
shall not have it in our power to 
address a kind word to an impenitent 
child, or seek to guide him in paths of 
truth, purity and salvation. What we 
can do personally and directly for the 
salvation of others is to be done in this 
world; and considering how much 
there is to be done, and how usefui 



his lips that they speak no 
guile : 



life may be on the earth, it is an object 
which we should desire, that our days 
may be lengthened out, and should use 
all proper means that it may be done. 
While we should ever be ready and 
willing to depart when God calls us to 
go; while we should not wish to linger 
on these mortal shores beyond the time 
when we may be useful to others, yet, 
as long as he permits us to live, we 
should regard life as a blessing, and 
should pray that, if it be his will, we 
may not be cut down in the midst of^ 
our way. 

" Love not thy life, nor hate ; but what thoa 
livest 
Live well ; here long, or short, permit to 
heaven." Par. Lost. 

IT And see good days. In the Psalm 
(xxxiv. 12), this is, « and loveth many 
days, that he may see good." The 
quotation by Peter throughout the pas- 
sage is taken from the Septuagint, ex- 
cepting that there is a change of the 
person from the second to the third — 
in the Psalm, e. g., < refrain thy tongue 
from evil,' dec., in the quotation, < let 
him refrain his tongue from evil,' &c. 
<Good days' are prosperous days; 
happy days ; days of usefulness ; days 
in which we may be respected and 
loved. IT Let him refrain his tongue 
from evil. The general meaning of 
all that is said here is, < let him lead an 
upright and pious life; doing evil to 
no one, but seeking the good of all 
men.' To refrain the tongue from 
evil, is to avoid all slander, falsehood, 
obscenity, and profaneness, and to 
abstain from uttering erroneous and 
false opinions. Comp. James i. 26; 
iii. 2. IT And his lips that they speak 
no guile. No deceit; nothing that 
will lead others astray. The words 
should be an exact representation of 
the truth. Rosen muller quotes a pas- 
sage from the Hebrew book Musar, 
I which may be not an inappropriate il- 
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11 Let him eschew evil, and 
do good; let him seek peace, 
and ensue it. 

12 For the eyes of the Lord 



loBtration of this : « A certain Assyrian 
wandering through the city, cried and 
•aid, < Who will receive the elixir of 
life V The daughter of Rabbi Jodas 
heard him, and went and told her fa- 
ther. < Call him in/ said he. When 
he came in, Rabbi Jannei said to him, 
< What is that elixir of life which thou 
art selling 1' He said to him, 'is it 
not written. What man is he that de- 
sireth life, and loveth days that he may 
see good ? Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips that they speak no guile. 
Lo, this is the elixir of life which is in 
the mouth of a man.' " 

11. Lei him eschew evil. Let him 
avoid all evil. Comp. Job i. 1. ^ And 
do good. In any and every way ; by 
endeavouring to promote the happiness 
of all. Comp. Notes on Gal. vi. 10. 
Y Let him seek peacey and ensue it. 
Follow it; that is, practise it See 
Notes on Matt v. 9. Rom. zii. 18. 
The meaning is, that a peaceful spirit 
will contribute to length of days. (1.) 
A peaceful spirit — a calm, serene, and 
equal temper of mind — is favourable 
to health, avoiding those corroding and 
distracting passions which do so much 
to wear out the physical energies of the 
frame; and (2.) Such a spirit will 
preserve us from those contentions and 
strifes to which so many owe their 
death. Let any one reflect on the 
numbers that are killed in duels, in 
battles, and in brawls, and he will 
have no difficulty in seeing how a 
peaceful spirit will contribute to length 
of days. 

12. For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous. That is, he is their 
protector. His eyes are indeed on all 
men, but the language here is that 
which describes continual guardianship 
and care. ^ And his ears are open 



are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers ; 
but the face of the Lord is 
' against them that do evil. 



unto their prayers. He hears their 
prayers. As he is a hearer of prayer, 
they are at liberty to go to him at all 
times, and to pour out their desires 
before him. This passage is taken 
from Ps. xzziv. 15, and it is designed 
to show the reason why a life of piety 
will contribute to length of days. 
IT But the face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil Marg., upon. The 
sense of the passage, however, is 
against. The Lord sets his face against 
them; an expression denoting disap- 
probation, and a determination to pun- 
ish them. His face is not mild and 
benignant towards them, as it is to- 
wards the righteous. The general sen- 
timent in these verses (10 — 12) is, 
that, while length of days is desirable, 
it is to be secured by virtue anc^eli- 
gion, or that virtue and religion will 
contribate to it. This is not to be un- 
derstood as affirming that all who are 
righteous will enjoy long life, for we 
know that the righteous are often 
cut down in the midst of their way, 
and that in fire, and flood, and war, 
and the pestilence, the righteous and 
the wicked often perish together. But 
still, there is a sense in which it is 
true that a life of virtue and religion 
will contribute to length of days, and 
that the law is so general bb to be a 
basis of calculation in reference to the 
future. I. Religion and virtue contri- 
bute to those things which are favour- 
able to length of days ; which are con- 
ducive to health, and to a vigorous 
constitution. Among those things are 
the following: (a) a calm, peaceful, 
and oontented mind — avoiding the wear 
and tear of the raging passions of lust, 
avarice, and ambition ; (b) temperance 
in eating and drinking — always favour- 
I able to length of days j (c) industry— 
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one of the essential means, as a general 
rule, of promoting long life ; (^d) pru- 
dence and economy — avoiding the ex- 
travagancies by which many shorten 
their days ; and (e) a conscientious 
and careful regard of life itself. Reli- 
gion makes men feel that life is a. bless- 
ing, and that it should not be thrown 
away. Just in proportion as a man is 
under the influence of religion, does he 
regard life as of importance, and does 
* he become careful in preserving it. 
Strange and paradoxical as it may 
seeiQ, the want of religion often makes 
men reckless of life, and ready to throw 
it away for any trifling cause. Religion 
sho^s a man what great issues depend 
on life, and makes him, therefore, de- 
sirous of living to secure his own sal- 
vation and the salvation of all others. 
IJ. Multitudes lose their lives who 
would have preserved them if they 
had been under the influence of reli- 
gion. To see this, we have only to 
reflect (a) on the millions who are cut 
off in war as the result of ambition, 
and the want of religion ; (b) on the 
countless hosts cut down in middle life, 
or in youth, by intemperance, who 
would have been saved by religion ; 
(c) on the numbers who are the vic- 
tims bf niging passions, and who are 
cut off by the diseases which gluttony 
and licentioasness engender ; (d) on 
the multitude who fall in duels, all of 
whom would have been saved by reli- 
gion ; (e) bn the numbers who, as the 
result of disapp<Mntment in business or 
in love, close their own lives, who 
would have been enabled to bear up 
under their troubles if they had had re- 
ligion ; and (/) on the numbers who 
are cut off from the earth as the pun- 
ishment of their crimes, all of^whom 
Woulil have continued to live if they 
had had true religion. HI. God pro- 
tects the righteous. He does it by 
saving them from those vices by which 



harm y«u, if ye be followers of 
that which is good ? 



the lives of so many are shortened; 
and often, we have no reason to doubt, 
in answer to their prayers, when but 
for those prayers they would have 
fallen into crimes that would have con- 
signed them to an early grave, or en- 
countered dangers from which they 
would have bad no means of escape. 
No one can doubt that in fact those 
who are truly religious are saved from 
the sins which consign millions to the 
tomb ; nor is there any less reason to 
doubt that a protecting shield is often 
thrown before the children of God 
ijvhen in danger. Comp. Ps. xci. 

13. And who is he that wiU harm 
you, if ye he followers of that which 
is good? This question is meant to 
imply that as a general thing they need 
apprehend no evil if they lead an up- 
right and benevolent life. The idea is, 
that God would in general protect them, 
though the 4iext verse shows that the 
apostle did not mean to teach that there 
would be absolute security, for it is 
implied there that they might be called 
to suffer for righteousness' sake. While 
it is true that the Saviour was perse- 
cuted by wicked men, though his life 
was wholly spent in doing good ; while 
it is true that the apostles were put to 
death, though following his example ; 
and while it is true that good men 
have often suffered persecution, though 
labouring only to do good, still it is 
true as a general thing that a life of 
integrity and benevolence conduces to 
safety, even in a wicked world. ' Men 
who are upright and piire ; who live 
to do good to others; who are cha- 
racteristically benevolent; and who 
are imitators of God, are those who 
usually pass life in most tranquillity 
and security, and are often safe when 
nothing else would give security but 
confidence in their integrity. A man 
of a holy and pure life may, under 
the protection of God, rely on that 
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character to carry him safely through 
the world, and to bring him at last 
to an honoured grave. Or should 
he be calumniated when living, and 
his sun set under a cloud, still his 
name will be vindicated, and justice 
will ultimately be done to him when 
be is dead. The world ultimately 
judges right respecting character, and 
renders < honour to whom honour is 
due.' Comp. Ps. xxxvii. 3 — 6, 

14. But and if ye suffer fir right" 
eousness' sake. Implying that though, 
in general, a holy character would con- 
stitute safety, yet that there was a pos^ 
sibility that they might suffer persecu- 
tion. Gomp. Notes on Matt. v. 10. 
2 Tim. iil 12. If Happy are ye. Per- 
haps alluding to what the Saviour says 
in Matt. v. 10. « Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake." On the meaning of the word 
happy or blessed, see Notes on MatL 
V. 3. The meaning here is not that 
they would find positive enjoyment in 
persecution on account of righteousness, 
but that they were to regard it as a 
blessed condition ; that is, as a condi- 
tion that mig^ht be favourable to salva- 
tion, and they were not, therefore, on 
the whole, to regatd it as an evil. 
IT And he not afraid of their terror. 
Of any thing which they can do to 
cause terror.' There is evidently an 
allusion here to Isa. viii. 12, 13. «« Nei- 
ther fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 
Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and 
let him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread.^' See Notes on that pas- 
sage. Comp. Isa. li. 12. Matt x. 28* 
IF Neither he troubled. With appre- 
hension of danger. Comp. Notes, 
John xiv^ 1. If we are true Christians, 
we have really no reason to bo alarmed 
in view of any thing that can happen 
to us.- God is our protector, and he is 
abundantly able to vanquish all' oar 
17 



ye; and * be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled ; 
15 But sanctify the Lord God 



foes ; to uphold us in all our trials ; to 
conduct us through the valley of death, 
and to bring us to heaven. < All things 
are yours ; whether Paul, or ApoUos, 
or Cephas, or the world, or UfCy or 
death, or things present, or things to 
come.' 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. 

15, But sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts. In Isaiah [viii. IS] this 
is, « sanctify the Lord of hosts him- 
self;" that is, in that connection, re- 
gard him as your Protector, and be 
afraid of him, and not of what man 
can do. The sense in the passage 
b(^fore us is, < In your hearts, or in the 
iiffections of the soul, regard the Lord- 
God as hcily, and act towards him with 
that confidence' which a proper respect 
for' one so great and so holy ^emanJs. 
In the midst of dangers, be not intimi- 
dated; dread not what mkn can do, 
but evince proper reliance on a holy 
Grod,'and flee to him with the confi- 
dence which is due to one so glorious.' 
This contains, however, a more general 
direction, applicable to Christians at all 
times. It is, that in oar hearts we are 
to esteem God as a holy being, and in 
all bur -deportment to act towards him 
as such. The obfeH of Peter in qnoU 
ing the passage from Isaiah %as to luU 
the fears of those whobi he adiiressed, 
and preserve them from any alarms in • 
view of the persecutions to which ttkef 
might be exposed ; the trials -which 
would be brought upon them by men. 
Thus, in entire accordance with the 
sentiment as employed by Isaiah, he 
says, <<Be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled; but sanctify the 
Lord (Jod in your hearts." That is, 
<in order to keep the mind calm in 
trials, sanctify the Lord in your hearts ; 
regard htm as your holy God anti Sa^ 
viour; make him your refuge. This 
will -allay all your fetirs, and secure 
you from ell that yon dread.' The 
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flentiment of the passage then is, that 
the sanctifying of the Lord God in 
our hearts, or proper confidence in him 
08 a holy and righteous God, will de- 
Htfer 1M from fear. As this is a very 
important sentiment for Christians, it 
may be proper, ii} order to a jast expo- 
sition of the passage, to dwell a mo- 
ment on it. I. What is meant by our 
sanctifying the Lord Grod ? It cannot 
mean to make him holy, for he is per- 
fectly holy whatever may be our esti- 
ikiate of hiiii, and oor views of him 
evidently, can mal^e no change in his 
character. The, meaning, therefore, 
must be, that we should regard him as 
holy in our estimate of him, or in the 
feelings which we have towards^him. 
This may include the following things: 
(1.) To esteem or regard him as a holy 
being, in contradistinction from all 
those feelings which rise up in the 
heart against him — the feelings of com- 
plaining and murmuring under his dis- 
pensations, as if he were severe ai^d 
harsh ; ^ the feelings of dissatisfaction 
with his government, as if it. were par- 
tial ^nd uneqttdt-; the feelings of re- 
bellion, as if his claims were unfounded 
or unjust. (2.) To desire that he may 
be regarded hy others as holy, in ac- 
cordance with the petition in the Lord's 
payer (Matt. vi. 9), " hallowed be thy 
name ;" that is, * let thy name be es* 
teemed to he holy everywhere ;' a feel- 
ing in opposition to that which is re- 
gardless of the honour whic)i (le may 
receive in the world. When we esteem 
a friend, we. desire that all due respect, 
should be shown him by others; we 
wish that all who know him should 
have the same viewa that we have; 
we are sensitive to his honour just' in 
proportion as we love him. (3.) To 
act towards hipi, as holy ; that is, to 
obey his laws, and acquiesce in all his 
requirements, as if they were just and 
sood. This implies {a) that we are to 



always to ^'m an answer to every 



speak of him as holy, in opposition 
to the language of disrespect add irre- 
verence so common among mankind ; 
(6)vthat we are to flee to him in trouble, 
in contradistinction from withholding 
our hearts from him, a|id flying to other 
sources of consolation and support. 
IL What is it to do this in the heart ? 
** Sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts i" that is, in contradistinction 
from a mere external service. This 
may imply the following things : (1.) 
In contradistinction from a mere intel- 
lectual assent to the proposition that he 
is holy. Many admit the doctrine that 
God is holy into their creeds, who never 
sufler the sentiment to find its way to 
the heart All is right on this subject 
in the articles of their faith; all ia 
their hearts may be murmuring and 
complaining. In their creeds he is 
spoken of, as just and good ; in their 
hearts they regard him as partial and un- 
just, as severe and stern, as unamiable 
and cruel. (2.) In contradistinction from 
a mere outward form of devotion. In 
our prayers, and in our hymns, we, of 
course, < ascribe holiness to our Maker.' 
But how much of this is the mere lan- 
guage of form ! How little does the 
heaKt accompany it ! And even in the 
most solemn and sublime ascriptions 
of praise, how often are the feelings of 
the heart eiitir9ly at variance with what 
is expressed by the lips ! What would 
more justly offend us, than for a pro- 
fessed friend to approach us with the 
language of friendship, when every 
feeling of his heart belied his expres- 
sions, and we knew -that his honied 
words were . false and hollow ! III. 
Such a sanctifying of tiie Lord in our 
hearts will save us from fear. We 
dread danger, we dread sickness, we 
dread death, we dread the eternal 
world. We are alarmed when our 
affairs are tending to bankruptcy ; we 
are alarmed when a friend is sick and 
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ready to die; we are alarmed if our 
coautry is invaded b^ a foe, and the 
eoemy already approaches our dwelling. 
The ientimeot in the passage before us 
is, that if vfe sanctify _the Lord God 
with proper affections, we shall be de- 
livered from these alarms, and the mind 
wiU be cahn. (1.) The fear of the 
Lord, as Ijeighton (in he,) expresses 
it, *« as greatest, overtops and nullifies 
all lesser fears: the heart possessed 
with this fear hath no room for the 
other." It is an absorbing emotion $ 
making every thing else comparatively 
of no importance. If we fear God, we 
have nothing else to fear. The Jiighest 
emotion which there csn be in the soul 
is the fear of God ; and when that 
exists, the soul will be calm amidst all 
that migbt tend otherwise to disturb it. 
«< What time I am afraid," say^ David, 
•< I will trust in thee." Ps. Ivi. 3. » We 
are not careful," said Daniel and ^ his 
friends, « to answer thee, O king. Our 
God can deliver us ; but if not, we will 
sot worahip the image." Dan. iii. 1 ^. 
(2.) If we sanctify the Lord God in our 
hearts, there will be a belief that he will 
do all things well, and the mind will be 
calm. However da^k his dispensations 
may be, wa shall be assur^ that every 
Ihing is ordered aright. In a storm 
at sea, a child may be calm when tie 
feels that his fath|)v is at the helm, and 
assumes him that there is no danger. 
In a battle, the mind of the soldier may 
be calm, iif be has confidence in his 
commander, and he assures him that all 
is safe. So in any thing, if we have, the 
assurance that the beat thing is don« 
that can be ; that the issues will all be 
right, the mind will be cal.m. But in 
this respect the highest confidence that 
can exist^ is that which is reposed in 
God. (3.) There will be the assurance 
that all is «a/*e. « Though I walk," 
says David, *< through the valley of the 
shiadQw of death, I will fear no evil, for 



the hope that is in yon with 

meekness and * fear. 

thou art with me." Ps. xxiii. 4. «The 
Lord is my tight and ray salvation; 
whom shall I fear 1 The Lord is the 
strength of my life, of whom shall I be 
afraid 1" Ps. xxvii. ]. t^Qod u our 
refuge and strength, a very pieseat help 
in trouble : therefore will not we fear, 
though the earth be removed, and 
though th^ mountains he carried into 
the midst of the sea ; though the walen 
thereof roar and be troubled, though 
the mountains shake with the swelling 
thereof." Ps. xlvi. 1-.^ Let us ever 
then regard the Lord as holy, just, and 
good. Let us flee to hin in aU the 
trtala of the present life^ and i% the 
hour of. death lepoae on his arm. 
Every other source of trust will fail; 
and whatever else may be our reUaiioe, 
when the hour of anguish approi^ches, 
that reliance will fail, and that which 
we dreaded will overwhelm us.' Nor 
riches, nor honours, nor earthly friends, 
can save «s frpm those alarms, or be a 
security for our souls when < the rains 
descend, and the floods come, and the 
winds Mow* upon us. V And be ready 
always. That is, (a) be always able 
to do it; have sucb reasons for the 
hope that is in you that they eon be 
stated; or, have good and substantial 
reasons; and (by be toUling to state 
those reasons on aU proper occasions. 
No man ought to entertain opinions 
for 'which a good reason cannot be 
given; and every man ought to he 
willing to state the grounds of his hope 
on all proper occasions. A Christian 
should have such intelligent views of 
the truth of his religion, and such con- 
stant evidence in his own heart and 
life that he is a child of God, as to be 
able at any time to satisfy a candid in- 
quixer that the Bible is a revelation from 
hea,ven, and that it is proper for him to 
c;hetish the hope of salvation. % To 
give a» answer, Gr., An apology 
(d««iu»y^)< This word formerly did 
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not mean, m the word apology does 
now, an txcwe for any thing that is 
done as if it were wrong, bat a defence 
of any thing. We apply the word flow 
to denote something written or said in 
extenuation of what appears to others 
to be wrong, or what might be con- 
strued as Wrong, as when we make an 
apology to others for not falfilling an 
engagement, or for some conduct which 
might be construed as designed neglect. 
The word originally, however, referred 
rather to that which was thought not 
to be true than that which might be 
construed as wrong; and the defence or 
'apology' which Christians were to make 
of their religion, was not on the sup- 
position that others Would regard it as 
wrong, but in order to show them that 
it was true, T^e word here used is 
rendered defence. Acts xzii. I. Phil. i. 
7, 17; ^»i«a»cr. Acts xxv. 16./1 Cor. 
ix. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 16. 1 Pet iii. 15; 
and clearing of yourselves in 2 Cor. 
vii. 11. We are not to hold ourselves 
ready to make an apology for our reli- 
gion as if it were a wrotig thing to be 
a Christian ; but we are always to be 
ready to give reasons for regarding it as 
true, IT To every man that asketh you. 
Any one has a right respectfully to ask 
another on what grounds he regards 
his religion as true, for every man has 
a c6mmon interest in religion, and in 
knowing what is the truth on the 8ub> 
ject. If any man, therefore, asks us 
candidly and respectfully by what rea- 
sons we have been -led to embrace the 
gospel, and on what grounds we re)B;ard 
it as true, we are under obligation ta 
state those grounds in the best manner 
that we are able. We should regard 
it, not as an impertinent intrusion into 
our private affairs, but as an opportu- 
nity of doing good to others, and to 
honour the Master whom we serve.' 
Nay, we should hold ourselves in readi- 
ness to state the grounds of oulr faith 
and hope, whatever may be the motive 
of the inquirer, and in whatever man- 
ner the request may be made. Those 



who were persecuted for their religion, 
were under obligation to make as good i 

a defence of it as they could, and to 
state to their persecutors the < reason' 
of the hope which they entertained. 
And so now, if a maii attacks our reli- 
gion ; if he ridicules u's for being Chris- 
tians '; if he tauntingly 'asks us what 
reason we have for believing the truth 
of ibe Bible, it is better to tell him in 
a kind manner, and to meet his taunt 
with a kind and strong argument, than 
to become angry, oir to turn away with 
contempt. The best way ttf disarm 
him is to show him that by embracing 
religion we eire not fools in understand- 
ing ; and, by a kind temper, to convince 
hiffl^ that the influence of religion over 
us when we are abused and insulted 
is a < reason' why we should love our 
religion, and why he should too. IT A 
reason of the hope that is in you, 
Gr., «an account!' (jioyoi'). That is, 
you are to state on what ground you 
cherish that hope. This ' refers to the 
whole ground of our hope, and includes 
evidently two things : (1 :) The reason 
why we regard Christianity as true, or 
as furnishing a ground of hope for men ; 
and (2.) the reason which we have our- 
selves for cherishing a hope of heaven ; 
or the experimental and practical views 
which we have of religion, which con- 
stitutes a just ground of hope. It is 
not improbable that the former of these 
was more directly, in the ^ye of the 
apostle than the- latter, though both 
seem to be implied in the direction to 
state the reasons which ought to satisfy 
others that ills proper for us to cherish 
the hope of heaven. The first part of 
this duty — that we are to state (he 
reasons why we regard the system of 
religion which we have embraced as 
true— implies that we should be ac- 
quainted with theevidences of the troth 
of Christianity, and be able to state 
them to others. Christianity is founded 
on evidence ; and though it cannot be 
supposed that every Christian will be 
able to understand all that is involved 
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in what are called the evidenced of 
Christianity, or to meet all the objec- 
tions of the enemies of the gospel, yet 
every man who becomes a Christian 
shoald have sach intelligent views of 
religion, and oC the evidences* of the 
troth of the Bible, that he can show to 
others that the religion which he has 
embraced has claims to their attention, 
or -that it is not a mere matter of eda- 
eation, of tradition, or of feeling. It 
shoald also be an object with every 
Christian to increase hia acquaintance 
with the evidences of the truth of reli- 
gion, not only for his own stability and 
eomfort in the faith, but that he may 
be able to defend religion if attacked, 
or to guide ethers if they are desirous 
of knowing what is truth. The second 
part of this duty, that we state- the 
reasons which we have for cheridiing 
the hope of .heaveii as a personal mat- 
t^, implies (a) that there should be, in 
fact, a well-founded hope of heaven ; 
that is, that we have evidence that^e 
are true Christians, since it is impossi- 
ble to give a. * reaaon* of the hope that 
is in us unless there are reasons for it ; 
(b) that we be able to state in a clear 
and intelligent manner whfit constitutes 
evidenee of piety, or what should be 
reasonably regarded as such; and (c) 
that we be ever reiidy to state these 
reasons^ A Christian should always 
be willing to converse about his religion. 
He should have such a deep conviction 
. of its truth, of its importance, and of bis 
personal interest in it ; he should have 
a hope so firm, so cheering, so sustain- 
ing, that he will be always, prepared to 
converse on. the prospect of heaven, 
and to endeavour to lead others to walk 
in the path to life. IT With meekness. 
With modesty ; witbopt ,any spirit of 
ostentation ; with gentleness of manner. 
This seems to be added on the sopp<y- 
sition that they sometimes might be 
rudely assailed ; that the questions 
might be proposed in a spint of cavil ; 
U* 



that it might be done in a taunting or 
insulting manner. Bven though this 
should be done, they were not to fall 
into a passion, to manifest resentment, 
or to retort in an angry and revengeful 
manner, but in a calm and gentle spirit 
they were, to state the reasons of their 
faith and hope, and leave the matter 
there. V And fear* Marg., reverence. 
The sense seems to be, < in the fear of 
God; wi^i a serious and reverent spirit; 
as in the presence of him who sees and 
hears aU things.' It evidently does not 
mean with the fear or dread of those 
who propose the ques^on, but with 
that serious and reverent frame of 
mind which is produced by a deep im- 
pression of the importance of the sub- 
ject, and a conscious sense of the 
presence of God. It follows, from the 
injunction of the apostle here, (1.) that 
every professing Christian should have 
clear and intelligent views of his own 
personal interest in religion, or such 
evidences of piety that they can be 
stated to others, and that they etm be 
made satisfactory to other minds ; (2.) 
that every Christian, however humble 
his rank, or however unlettered he may 
be, may become a- valuable defender of 
the truth of Christianity ; (3.) that we 
should esteem it a privilege to bear our 
testimony to the truth and value of re- 
ligion, and to stand up as the advocates 
of truth in the world. Though we 
may be rudely assailed, it is an honour 
to speak in defence of religion ; though 
we are persecuted and reviled, it is a 
privilege to be permitted in any way to 
show our fellow-men th»t there is such 
a t^ing as true. religion, and that man 
may cherish the hope of heaven. 

. 16. Having a good conscience. That 
is, a conscience that does not accuse 
yott of having done wrong. Whatever 
may be the accusations of your ene- 
mies, so live that, you may be at all 
tim0i conscious of uprightness. What- 
ever yon suffer, see that you do not 
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yott, as of eril doers, tkej may be . ashanied that falsely 



■uflbr the puigB ioflided by a guilty 
eonseienca, the angobh cf reaoftd. 
On the iDMuitfig of the word corudmee, 
eee Notes on Rom. ii. 16. The word 
property means the jodgment of the 
mind respecting right and wrong; or 
tbe judgment wbieh the mind passes 
on the immoraHty of its own actions, 
when it instantly approves or oondemps 
them. There is always a feefing of 
cbUgaiion connected with die opera- 
tions of -oonscienoe, which precedes^ 
attends, and follows our actions. « Oon- 
edence is first occupied in aiMsettainiQg 
our doty, before we proceed to action ; 
then in judging of our actions when 
performed." A * good conscience' im- 
plies two things : (1.) That it be pro- 
perly enlightened to know what is nght 
and wrong, or that it be not under the 
dominion of ignorance, supefstition, or 
fanaticism, prompting us. to do what 
would be a Tiolation of the divine law ; 
and (2.) that its dictates be always 
obeyed. Without the first of theiw> — 
clear views of that which is right and 
wrong,— conscience becomes an unsafe 
guide; for it merely prompts us to do 
what we esteem to bo right, and if our 
views of what is right and wrong are 
erroneous, we may be prompted to do 
what may be a direct violation of the 
law of God. Paul thought he ' mtght * 
to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazaveth (Acts xxvi. 9) ; 
the Saviour said, respecting his disci- 
pies, that the time would come when 
whosoever should kill them would think 
that they were doing'God service (John 
xvi. 2) ; and Solomon says, « Tlwre is 
a way which seemeth right unto a inan, 
but the end thereof are the ways ci 
death" (Prov. xiv. 12; xvU 26). Un- 
der an unenlightened and misguided 
consclifence, with the plea -and pretext 
of religion, the most atrocious crimes 
have been committed; and no man 
ahould infer that he is certainly doing 
t^htt heeanse he fiillowa the prompt- 



i&gs of eonscie«ice» No man, indeed, 
should act agaifui the dictates of his 
oensdence; but there may have been 
a previous wrong in not using proper 
means to ascertain what ia right. Con^ 
science is not reveiadon, nor does it 
answer the purpose of a revdation. • It 
communicates no new truth to the soul, 
and is a safe guide only so far as the 
mind has been properly enlightened to 
see.vrhat is truth and duty. Its <^oe 
is 4o prompt CM to tht performance of 
(kdy, not to deUrmine what ie right. 
The other thing requisite that we may 
have a good conscience is, that its de- 
cisions should be obeyed. Conscience 
is appointed to be the < vicegerent* of 
God in inflicting punishment, if his 
commands are' not obeyed. It pro- 
nounces a sentence on our own con- 
duct Its penalty is remorse ; and that 
penalty wiil be demaiided if its prompt- 
ings be not regarded. It is an admira- 
ble device, as a part of the mo^I go- 
vernment of God, urging man to the 
performance of duty, and, in case of 
disobedience, making the mind its own 
executioner. There is no penaity that 
will more certainly be inflicted, sooner 
or later, than that incurred by a guiity 
conscience. It needs no witnesses ; no 
process for arrestiiig the offender; no 
array of judges and exeeufielkers ; no 
stripes, imprisonment, or bonds. Its 
inflictions will follow the offender into 
the roost secluded retreat : overtake him 
in his most rapid flight; find him out 
in northern snows or on the- sands "^of 
the equator ; go into the most splendid 
palaces, and seek out the victim when 
he is safe from all the v«igeance that 
man can inflict; .pursue him into the 
dark valley of the shadow of death, 
or arrest him as a fugitive in distant 
worlds. No one, therefore, can over- 
estimate the importance of having a 
good conscience. A true Christian 
should aim, by incessant study and 
prayer, to know what is right, and 
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accuse your good conversation 
in Christ. 

17 For it is better, if the will 
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then abcayt do it, no matter what may 
^e the conseqoences. IT T%atf whereas 
they apeak evil of you. They who arc 
your enemies and peraecators. Chris- 
tians are not to hope that men will 
always speak well of them. Matt v. 
11. Luke vi. 26. 1[ Aa toil doers. 
Notes, ch. ii. 12. 1 They may he 
ashamed. They may see that they 
have misunderstood your conduct, and 
regret that they have treated you as 
they have. We should expect, if we 
are faithful and true, that even our en- 
emies will y^t appreciate our motives, 
and do us justice. Comp. Ps. xxzvii. 
5, 6. - IT That falsely accuse your good 
conversation in Christ, Tour good 
conduct as Christians. They may 
accuse you of insincerity, hypocrisy, 
dishonesty; of being enemies of the 
state, or of monstrous crimes, but the 
time will come when they will see their 
error, and do you justice. See Notes 
on ch. ii. 12. 

17. For it U better, if the mil of 
God be so. That is, if God sees it to 
be necessary for your good that you 
should suiTer, it is better that you 
should suffer for doing well than for 
crime. God often sees it to be neces- 
sary that his people should suffer. 
There are effects to be accomplished 
by affliction which can be secured in 
no other way ; and some of the hap- 
piest results en the soul of a Christian, 
some of the brightest traits of character, 
are the effect of trials. But it should 
be our care that our sufferings should 
not be brought upon us for our own 
crimes or follies. No man can promote 
his own highest good by doing wrong, 
and" then enduring the penalty which 
his sin incurs; and no one' should do 
wrong with any expectation that it may 
be overruled for his own good. If we 
are to sufier, let it be by the direct hand 



of God be so, that ye suffer for 
well doing than for evil doing. 

18 For Christ* also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just* for the 

of God, and not by any fault of oar 
own. If we tntSa then, we shall, have 
the testimony of our oWn conscience 
in^our favour, and the feeling that we 
may go to God for support If we 
suffer for our faults, in addition to the 
outward pain of body, we shall endure 
the severest pangs which mill can suf- 
fei^-those which the guilty ndnd in- 
flicts on itself. 

18. For Christ also hath once suf- 
fered for sins. Comp. Notes on ch. 
ii. 21. The design of the apostle in 
this reference to the suflbings of Christ, 
is evidently to remind them tiiat he 
suffered as An innocent being and not 
for any wrong-doing, and to encourage 
and comfort them in their sufferings 
by his example. The reference to his 
sufferings leads him (vs. 18— -22) into 
a statement of the various ways in 
which Christ sufefed, and of his ulti- 
mate triumph. By his example in his 
sufferings, and by his final triumph, the 
apostle would encourage those whom 
he addressed to bear with patience the 
sorrows to which their religion exposed 
them. He assumes that all suffering for 
adhering to the gospel is tfce result of 
well-doing ; and for an encoufagement 
in their trials, he refers them to the ex- 
ample of Christ, the, highest instance 
that ever was, or ever will be, both of 
well-doing, and of suffering on account 
of it. The expreision, < hath once suf- 
ered/ in tne New Testament, means 
once for all; once, in the sense that it 
is not to odcur agiun. Comp. Heb. vii. 
27. The particular point herej how- 
ever, is not that he once suffered ; it is 
that he had in fact suffered, and that in 
doing it he had left an example lor then» 
to follow. IT The just for the ut^ust. 
The one who was just (^xato;)* on ac- 
count of, or in the place of, tfatoee who 
were unjust (v^Up Mtuaif) ; or one who 
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unjust, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to' death in 

aRo.4.25. 

was righteous, on account of those who 
were wicked. Comp. Notes on Rom. 
V. 6. 2Cor. V. 21. Heb. ix. 28. The 
idea on which the apostle would parti- 
cularly fix their attention was, that he 
\9tJi just or inngeeni. Thus he was 
an example to those who suffered for 
well-doing. IT JTuU he might bring 
us to God. That his death might be 
the means of reconciling sinners to 
God. Comp. Notes on John iii 14 ; 
xii. 82. It is through that death that 
mercy is proclaimed to the guilty ; it 
is by that ^lone that God can be recon- 
ciled to men ; and the fact that the Son 
of God loved men, and gave himself a 
sacrifice for them, enduring such bitter 
sorrows, is the most powerfbl appeal 
which can be made to mankind to in- 
duce them to return to God. There is 
no appeal which can be made to us 
more powerful than one drawn from 
the fact that another suffers on our 
account. We could resist the argu- 
ment which a father, a mother, or a 
sister would use to reclaim us from a 
course of sin ; but if we perceive that 
our conduct involves them in suffering, 
that fact has a power over us which no 
mere argument could have. % Being 
put io death in the flesh. As a roan ; 
in his human nature. Comp. Notes,. 
Rom. i. 3, 4. There is evidently a 
contrast here between <the flesh' in 
which it is said he was < put to death,' 
and * the spirit' by which it is said that 
he was « quickened.' The words *in 
thefl^lC are clearly designed to denote 
something that was peculiar in his 
death ; for it is a departure from the 
usual method of speaking of death. 
How singular would it be to say of 
Isaiah, Paul, or Peter, that they were 
put to death in the flesh! How obvi- 
ous would it be to ask. In what other 
way are men usually put to death 1 
What was there peculiar in their case. 
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the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit : 



which would distinguish thefr death 
from the death of others ? The use of 
this phrase would suggest the thought 
at once, that though, in regard to diiA 
which was properly expressed by the 
phrase, « the fleshy they died, yet that 
there was something else in respect to 
which they did not die. Thus, if it 
were said of a man that he was de- 
prived of his rights as a faiher^ it 
would be implied that in other respects 
he was not deprived of his rights ; and 
this would be especially true if it were 
added that he continued to enjoy his 
rights as a neighbour, or as holding an 
oflice under the government The 
only proper inquiry, then, in this place 
is. What is fairly implied in the phrase, 
the flesh 7 Does it mean simply his 
body, as distinguished from his human 
soul ? or does it refer to him ca a man, 
as distinguished froin some higher na- 
ture, over which death had no power 1 
Now, that the latter is the meaning, 
seems to me to be apparent, for these 
reasons: (1.) It is the usual way of 
denoting the human nature of the Lord 
Jesus, or of saying that he became in- 
carnate, or was a man, to speak of his 
being in the flesh. See Rom. i. 2: 
« Made of the seed of David according 
to the flesh." John i. 14 : « And the 
Word was made flesh." 1 Tim. iii. 
16 : «« God v?as manifest in the flesh." 
1 John iv. 2 : " Every spirit that con- 
fesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh, is of God.*' 2 Johh 7 : « Who 
confess not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh." (2.) So far as appears, 
the effect of death on the human soul 
of the Redeemer was the sdme as in 
the case of the soul of any other per- 
son ; in other words, the effect of death 
in his case was not confined to the 
mere body or the flesh. Death, with 
him, was what death is in any other 
case — the separation of the soul and 
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body, with all the attendant pain of 
such ^lissolation. It ia not true that 
bis *JUah* as such, died, without the 
ordinal^ accompaniments of death on 
the sonl, so that it could be said that 
the one died, and the other was kept 
alite. The purposes of the atonement 
required that he should meet death in 
the usual form ; that the great laws 
which operate everywhere else in re- 
gard to dissolution, should exist in his 
case; nor is there in the Scriptures 
any intimation that there was, in this 
respect, any thing peculiar in his case; 
If liis soul had been exempt from what- 
ever there is involved in death in rela- 
tion to the spirit, it is unaccountable 
that there is no hint on this point in 
the sacred narrative. But if this be ao, 
then the expression <in the fiesh' refers 
to him as a man, and means, that so 
far as his human nature was concerned, ^ 
he died. In another important respect, 
he did not die. On the meaning of 
the word flesh in the New Testament, 
see Notes on Rom. i. 3. ^But quick' 
ened. Made alive (^coo/toci;^^;)* "^^^ 
does not mean kept alive, but made 
alive ! recalled to life; reanimated. 
The word is never used in the sense 
of maintained oHve, or preserved aUve. 
Compare the following places, which 
are the only ones in which it occurs in 
the New Testament John y. 21, twice; 
vi. 63. Rom. iv. 17; viii. 1 1. 1 Cor. xv. 
36, 45. 1 Tim. vi. 13. 1 Pet. iii. 18 ; 
in all which it is rendered quickened, 
quicken, quickeneth ; 1 Cor. xv. 22, he 
made alive; 2 Cop. iii. 6, giveth life ; 
and Gral. iii. 2 1 , have given Hfe, * Once 
the word refers to God, as he who giveth 
life to all creatures, 1 Tim. vi. IS ; three 
times it refers to the life-giving power of 
the Holy Ghost, or pf the doctrines of the 
gospel ; John vi. 63. 2 Cor. iii. ^ €ral. 
iii. 21 ; seven times it is used with direct 
reference to the raising of the dead; John 
V. 21. Rom. iv. 17; viii* 11. 1 Cor. xv, 
22, 36, 45. 1 Pet. iii. 18.' See Bibl. 
Repos., April, 1845, p. 269. See also 
Paasaw, and Rotnneont Leapf Tk» 



sense, then, oaonot be, that in reference 
to his soul or spirit, he was preserved 
alive when his body died, but that there 
was some agency or power, restoring 
him to life, or reanimating him after 
he was dead. IT By the Spirit. Ac- 
cording to the common reading in the 
Greek, this is ^9 Hvsv/M/ti^^fith the 
article the-^ the Spirit' Hahn, Titt- 
man, and Griesbach omit the article, 
and then the reading is, < quicken^ in 
spirit;' and thus the reading corresponds 
with the former expression, * in flesh' 
(00^), where the article also is want- 
ing. The word spirit, so far as the 
mere ose of the word is concerned, 
might re^r to his own soul, to his di- 
vine nature, or to the Holy Spirit It 
is evident (1,) that it does not refer to 
his own soul, for, (a) as we have seen, 
the reference in the former clause is to 
his human nature, including all that 
pertained to him as a man, body and 
soul ; (6) there was no power in his 
own spirit, regarded as that appertain- 
tng.to his hnman nature, to raise him 
up from the dead, any more than there 
is such a power in any other human 
soaL That power does not belong to 
a hnman soul in any of its relations or 
conditions. (2.) It seems equally clear 
that this does not refer to the. Holy 
Spirit, or the third Person of the Tri- 
nity, for it may be doubted whether the 
work of raising the dead is anywhere 
ascribed to that Spirit His peculiar 
province is to enlighten, awaken, con- 
vict, convert, and sanctify the soul ; to 
apply the work of redemption to the 
hearts of men, and to lead them to God. 
This influence is moral, not physical,* 
an influence accompanying the truth, 
not the exertion of mere physical />ou;er. 
(3.) It remains, then, that the reference 
is to his own divine nature — a nature 
by which he was restored to life after 
he was crucified ; — to the Son of God, 
regarded as the second Person of the 
Trinity. This appears, not only from 
the fects above /SUted, but also (a) from 
tb0 4?oniiectiaii. It is stated that it was 



19 By which also he went and 
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preached unto the spirits in pri- 
son;" 



ID or by this spirit thst he went and 
preached in the days bf Noah. But it 
was not his spirit as a man that did 
this, for his haman soul had then no 
existence; Yet it seems that be did 
tiiis personally or directly, and not by 
tbe influences of the Holy Spirit, for it 
is said tbat *h» went and preached^' 
The reference, therefore, cannot be to 
Che Holy Ghost, end the fiiir conclusion 
is that It refers t6 his divine nature. 
(6) This accords with what the apostle 
P>iul s«ys (Rom. i. 3, 4), ** which was 
made of the seed of David according to 
the flesh/* — that ie» in respect to his 
human nature,— <« and declared to be 
the Sob of God with power, according 
to the Spirit ef holineBs,''--^tfaat is, in 
respect to his divine otftnre, — **hj the 
'resurrection from thfe dead." See Notes 
on that passage* (c) It. aecocdswith 
what the Saviour hinself says (John 
z. \ty 18); «<I lay down viy.Ufe^that 
I might CidEe it again. No man taketfa 
it from me, but I lay it -down of mjrself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again." This 
roust refer to his divine nature, for it is 
impossible to conceive that a human 
soul should have the power of restmrin^ 
its former tenementi the bodgr» to hie. 
See Notes on the passage. The con- 
clusion, then, to which we have come, 
is, that the passage means, that as a 
man, a bttman being, be was put -to 
death ; in respect to a liigher nature, 
oV by a highier nature, here denominated 
Spirit (Ilrevfia)) he was restored to 
life.^ As a "man, he died ; as the incar-. 
nate Son ef God, the Messiah, he was 
made aUve again by the power of his 
own divine spirit, and exalted tafaeaven. 
Comp. Robinson's Lex. on the word 

19. By which. Evidently by the 
spirit referred to in the previous ve^se 
•^p 9— 4he divine natare df the Son 



ened*,.again afl^r he had been put to 
death ; the Son of God regarded as a 
divine being, or in tha^t same nature 
which afterwards became incarnate, 
and whose agency was employed in 
quickening the man Christ Jesus, who 
had been put to death. The meaning 
is, that the same < spirit' which was 
efficacious in restoring him to life, alter 
he was put to death, was that by which 
he preached to the spirits in prison. 
7 He went. To wit, in the days of 
Noah. No particular stress fhould be 
laid here on the phrase < he went,* The 
literal sense is, <he having gone^ 
preached,* &c— ytop€td«fc$. It is well 
known that soch expressions are. often 
redundant in Greek writers, as.in others. 
Sa Herodotus, < to these things they 
apaket saying^-^f^t they said. . * And 
he, tpeaking, a4id/ that is, he said. 
So Bph. iL 17. < And came and pi^each- 
ed peace,' dte. Matt ix. 13. (But^o 
and learn what that meaneth,' &c. So 
God is often represented as coming, as 
descending^ &c., when he brings a 
message to mankind. Thus Gen. xi. fi. 
<< The L<Nrd came down to see the city 
and the tower." Ex. xixr 20. *« The 
Lord came down upon Mount Sinai." 
Num. xi. 25. « The Lord came down 
m a ck>ud." 2 Sam. ^xii. 10. ** He 
bowed the heavens, and came down** 
The idea, however, would be conveyed 
by this language that he did this per- 
Bonally, or by himself, and not merely 
by employing the agency of another. It 
would then be implied here that, though 
the instrumentality of Noah was en^ 
ployed, yet that, it was done not by.the 
Holy Spirit, but by bim who afterwards 
became incarnate. On the supposition, 
therefore, that this whole pasMge refers 
to his preaching to the antediluvians 
in the -time of Nofih, and not to the 
fspiriie* after they were confined in 
prison,' this is language which the 
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bablj used. If that supposition meets 
the full force of the language, then no 
argument can be based on it in proof 
that he went to preach to them after 
their death> and while his body was 
lying in the grave. IT And preached* 
The word used here (iTei^tw) is of a 
general character, meaning to make a 
proclamation of any kind, »s a crier 
does, or, to deliver a message, and does 
not necessarily imply that it was the 
gospel which was preached, nor does 
it determine any thing in regard to the 
nature of the message. It is not af> 
firmed that he preached the gospel, for 
if that specific idea had been expressed 
it wonid have been rather by another 
Word — c(o^c9u$'cd. The word here 
used would be appropriate to such a 
message as Noah brought to his co> 
temporaries, or to any communication 
which God made to men. See Matt 
iii. 1 ; iv. 17. Mark i. 36 ; v. 20; viL 
36. It is implied in the expression, 
as already remarked, that he did this 
himself; that it was the Son of God 
who subsequently became incarnate, 
and not the Holy Spirit, that did this; 
though the language-is consistent with 
the supposition that he did it by the 
instrumentality of another, to wit, Noah. 
Qui faeit pet alium, faeii per ae, God 
really proclaims o" message fo mankind 
when he does it by the instrumentality 
of the prophets, or apostles, or other 
ministers of religion ; and all that is 
necessarily implied in this language 
would be met by the supposition that 
Christ delivered a message to the ante- 
diluvian race by the agency of Noah. 
No argument, therefore, can be derived 
from this language to prove that Christ 
went and personally preached to those 
who were confined in Hades or in pri- 
son, t ^nto . the spirits in prison. 
That is, clearly, to the spirits now in 
prison, fpr this is the f^ir meaning of 
the passage. The obvious sense % 
that Peter supposed there were 'spirits 
in prison' at the time when he wrote, 
and that to those same spirits Ae Son 



of God had at some time < preached/ 
or had made some proclamation re* 
specting the will of God. As this is 
the only |mssage in the New Testa- 
ment on which the llomish doctrine of 
purgatory is supposed to rest, it is im- 
portant to ascertain the fair meaning 
of the language here employed. There 
are three obvious inquiries m ascer- 
taining its signification. ^ Who are r^ 
ferred to by spirits ? What is meant 
by in prison? 't¥as the message 
brought to them while in the prison, 
or at some previous period 1 I. Who 
are referred to by spirits ? The spe- 
cification in the next verse determines 
this. They were tbosc^ <who wera 
sometime disobedient, when once the 
long suffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah.' No others are speci- 
fied; and if it should be maintainad 
that this means that hi went down to 
hell, or to Shed, and pteached to thoM 
who are ^confined tliere, it could be 
infeffed from this passage onfy that he 
preaeheA to (hat portion of- the lost 
spirits confined there which belonged 
to the particular generation in which 
Noah lived. Why he should do this \ 
or how there should be such a separa- 
tion made in Hades that it could be 
done ; or what was the nature of tHe 
message which he delivered to .that 
portion, are questions which it is im- 
possible for any man who holds to the 
opinion that Christ went down to hall 
alter his death to preach, to answer. 
But if it means that he preached to 
those who lived In the days of Noah, 
while they werei yet alive, the questioB 
will be asked why are they called 
* spirits V Were they spirits then, or 
were they mfen like Mhers? To this 
the answer is easy. Peter 'speaks of 
them as they were when ha wrote ; not 
as they had been, or were at the tiihe 
when the message was preached to^ 
them. The idea is, that to thole spi- 
rits who were then in prison who had ' 
formerly lived in the days of Neah, 
the message had been in fact delivered. 
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It was not neoetrary to speak of them 
precisely as they were at the time wbeq 
it was delivered, bat only in such a 
way as to identify them. We should 
use similar language now. If we saw 
s company of men in prison who had 
seen better days — a multitude now 
drunken, and debased, and poor^ and 
riotous, it would not be improper to say 
that * the prospect of wealth and honour 
was once held out to this ragged and 
wretched multitude.^ AH that is need- 
ful is to identify them as the same 
persons who once had this prospect. 
In regard to the inquiry, then, who 
these < spirits' were, there can be no 
difference of opinion. They were thai 
wicked mce 'which Uved in the days 
of Noah. There is no allusion in this 
passage to any other ; there- is no in- 
timation that to any others of those 
<in prison' the n^essage here referred 
to had been delivered. II. What is 
meant by prison here 1 Purgatory, or 
the Umbua patrum, say the Romanists 
— a place in which departed souls are 
supposed to be confined, and in which 
their final destiny may still be affected 
by the purifying fires which they en- 
dure ; by the prayers of the living, or 
by a message in some way conveyed 
to their gloomy abodes — ^in which such 
sins may be expiated as do not deserve 
eternal damnation. The Syriac here 
is < in Sheot' referring to the abodes of 
the dead, or the place in which departed 
spirits are supposed to dwell. The 
word rendered j9rt9on (^lAox^), means 
properly watcht guard — the act of 
keeping watch, or the guard itself; then 
watch-post, or station; then a place 
where any one is watched or guarded, 
as a prison ; then a watch in the sense 
of a division of the night, as the morn- 
ing watch. It is used in the New 
Testament, with reference to the future 
world, only in the following places : 
1 Pet iiL 19. " Preached unto the spi- 
rits in prison ;" and Rev. xx. 7. « Sa- 
tan shall be loosed out of his prison.'^ 
Ab idea similar to the one here ex- 



pressed may be found in 2 Pet ii. 4, 
though the word prison does hot there 
occur : « God spared not the angels 
that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them unto chains of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment ;" and in Jude 6. « And the an- 
gels which kept not their first estate, 
but left their own habitation, he hath 
reserved in everlasting chains, under 
darkness, . unto the judgment of the 
great day." The allusion, in the pas- 
sage before us, is undoubtedly to con- 
finement or imprisonment in the invi- 
sible world ; and perhaps to those who 
are reservied there with reference to 
some future arrangement — ^for this idea 
enters commonly into the use of the 
Word prison. There is, however, no 
specification of the pkux where this is ; 
ao intimation that it is purgatory — 
a place where the departed are jiup- 
posed to undergo purification ; no inti- 
mation that their condition can be af* 
fected by any thing that we can do; 
no intimation that those particularly 
referred to differ in any sense from the 
others who are confined in that world ; 
no hint that they can be released by 
any prayers or sacrifices of ours. This 
passage, therefore, cannot- be adduced 
to support the Roman Catholip doc- 
trine of purgatory, for (1.) The essen- 
tial ideas which enter into the doctrine 
of purgatory are not to be found in the 
word here used ; (^.) There is no evi. 
dence in the fair interpretation of the 
passage that any message is borne to 
them while in prison ; (.3.) There is 
not the slightest hint that they can be 
released by any prayers or offerings of 
those who dwellon.the earth. The 
simple idea is that of persons confined 
as in a prison; and the passage will 
prove only that in the time when the 
apostle wrote there were those who 
were thus confined. III. Was the mes- 
sage brought to them while in prison, 
or at«ome previous period ? The Ro- 
manists say that it was while in pri- 
son ; that Christ, after he was put to 
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30 Which sometime were dis- 
^obedient, when once ' the long 

a 6e. 6, A;c. 



death in the body, was still kept alive 
in his spirit, and went and prochimed 
his gospel to those who were in prison. 
So Bloomfield maintains (in loe.), and 
so (Bcamenios and Cyril, as quoted 
by Bloomfield. Bat against this view, 
there are' plain objections drawn from 
the language of Peter himself. (I.) 
As we have seen, the fair interpretation 
of the passage « quickened by the Spi- 
rit,' is not that b^ was k^t alive as to 
his human soul, but that he, after being 
dead, was made alive by his own divine 
energy. (2.) If the meaning be that 
he went and preached after his death, 
it seems difficult to know why the re- 
ference is to those only who * had been 
disobedient in the days of Noah.' Why 
were ihei/ alone selected for this mes- 
sage, f Are they separate from others 1 
Were they the only ones in purgatory 
who could be beneficially afifected by 
his preaching 1 On the other method 
of interpretation, we can suggest a rea- 
son why they were particularly speci- 
fied. But how can we on this 1 (3.) 
The language employed, does. not de- 
mand this interpretation. Its full mean- 
ing is met by the interpretation that 
Christ once, preached to the spirits 
then in prison, to wit, in the days of 
JVoah ; that is, that he caused a divine 
message to be borne to them. Thus 
it would be proper to say * that White^ 
field came to America, and preached to 
the souls in perdition ;' or to go among 
the graves of the first settlers of New 
Haven, and say, * Davenport came from 
England to 'preach to the dead men 
around us.' (4.) This interpretation 
aoeords with the design of the apostle 
in inculcating the duty of patience and 
forbearance, in trials ; in encotypaging 
those whom he addressed to be patient 
m their persecutions. See the* analysis 
of the chapter. With this object in 
view, there was entire propriety in di- 
18 



safTering of God waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was 
a preparing, wherein few, that 



reeling them to the long suffering and 
forbearance evinced by the S&viour, 
through Noah. He was opposed, re- 
viled, disbelieved, and, we may suppose, 
persecuted*. It was to the purpose to 
direct them to the fact that he was saved 
as the result of his steadfastness to him 
who had commanded him to preach to 
that ungodly generation. But what 
pertinency would there have been in 
saying that Christ went down to hell, 
and delivered some sort of a message 
there, we know not what, to those whe 
are confined there 1 

20. Which sometime were disobe" 
dient. . Which were once, or formerly 
(ttxytt) disobedient, or rebellious. The 
language here does not imply that they 
had ceased to be disobedient, or that 
they had become obedient at the time 
when the apostle wrote { but the object 
is to direct the attention to a former 
race of men characterized by disob^B- 
dience, and to show the patience 
evinced under their provocations, in 
endeavouring to do them good. To 
say that men were formerly rebellious, 
or rebellious in a specified age, is no 
evidence that they are otherwise now. 
The meaning here is, that they did not 
obey the command of God when he 
oalted them to repentance by > the 
preaching of Noah. Comp. 2 Pet ii. 
6, where' Noah is called « a preacher of 
righteousness." ^ When once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah. God waited on that guilty 
race a hundred and twepty years (Gen. 
vi. 3), a period sufficiently protracted 
to evince his long suffering toward one 
generation. It is not improbable that 
during that whole period Noah was, in 
various ways, preaching to that wicked 
generation. Comp. Notes on Heb. xi. 7. 
IT While the ark was a preparing. It 
is probable that preparations were made 
for building the ark during a consider* 
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is, eight souls, were saved by 
water. 



able portion of that time. 8t Peter's, 
at Rome, was A much longer time in 
building; and it ia to be remembered 
that in the age of the w6rld when Noah 
lived, and with the imperfect know- 
ledge of the arts of naval architectare 
which mast hare prevailed, it was a 
much more serioua undertaking to con- 
struct an ark that would hold such a 
variety and iSuch a number of animals 
as that was designed to, and that wouU 
float safel3r for more than a year in a 
universal flood, than it was to construct 
such a fabric as 8U Peter's, in the days 
when that edifice was reared. IT Where- 
in few, that is, eight souh. Eight 
persons, Noah and his wife, his three 
sons and their wives. Gen. vii. 7. 
The allusion to their being saved here, 
seems to be to encourage those whom 
Peter addressed to perseverance and 
fidelity in the midst of all the opposi- 
tion which they -might experience. 
Noah was not disheartened. Sustained 
t>y the Spirit of Christ — ^the presence 
of the Son of God—- he continued to 
preach. He did not abandon his pur- 
pose, and the result was, that hd was 
saved. True, they were few in num- 
ber who were saved. The great mass 
continued to be wicked { but this very 
fact should be an encouragement to us 
— that though the great mass of any 
one generation may be wicked, God 
can protect and save the few who are 
faithful. IT Bi/ water. They were 
borne up by the waters, and were thus 
preserved. The thought on which the 
apostle makes his renterks turn, and 
which leads him in the next verse to 
the suggestions about baptism, is, that 
iMffr was employed in their preserva- 
tion, or that they owed their safety in 
an important sense to that element 
In like manner we owe our salvation, 
in an important sense, to. Water; ot, 
there is an importftut agency which it 



21 The like figare whereunto, 
eoen baptism, " doth also now 
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is mode to perform in out salvation. 
The apostle does not say that it was 
in the same way, or that the one was 
a type designed to represent the other, 
or even that the ^Qicy of water was 
in both cases the same ; but he says 
that as Noah owed his salvation ti 
water, so there is an important sens« 
in which water is employed in ours, \ 
There is in cerium respetis — be does 
not say in all respects — a resemblance 
between the agency of water in the 
salvation of Noah, and the agency oi 
water in our salvation. In both cases 
water is employed, though it may not 
be that it is in the same manner, or 
with precisely the same efficacy. 

21. The Hke tohereunto, even bap- 
Hsm, doth also now save us. There 
are some various readings here in the 
Greek text, but the sense is not es- 
sentially varied. Some have proposed 
to read (9) to which, instead of (o) 
which, so as to make the «ense < the 
antefype to which' baptism now also 
sa^es us.' The antecedent to the rela- 
tive, whichever word is used, is clearly 
not the ark, but water, and the idea if, 
that as Noah was saved by water, ao 
there is a sense in which water is made 
ilistrumental in our salvation. The 
mention of water in the case of Noah 
in connection with his being saved, 
by an obvious association suggested to 
the mind of the apostle the use of water 
in our salvation, and hence led hi<n to 
make the remark about the connection 
of baptism with our salvation. The 
Greek word here- rendered J^tsre, 
(dwiVwrof) antetype, means {nroperly 
resisting a blow or impression (firom 
avrC and twtoi) ; that is, hard, soUd. 
In the New Testament, however, it m 
used in a different sense, and (dnfO 
anti, in composition, implies resem- 
blance, correspondence ; and hence the 
word means formed tfier a type or 
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save us (nt>t the patting away of .the filth of the flesh, but the an- 



model; like; corresponding; thai 
which corresponds to a type, Rob. 
Lex. The word occurs only in this 
place and Heb. iz. 24, rendered ,/^gtiriss. 
The meaning here is, that hapUem cor* 
responded to, or had a resemblance to, 
the water by which Noah was saved $ 
or that there was a use of water in the 
one case which conresponded in some 
respects to the water that was used in 
the other, to wit, in effecting ealvtUion. 
The -apoetle does not say that it cor- 
responded in ail respects t in respect, 
^ fSf to qoantity, or to the manner of 
th^ af^Jicatien, or to the efficacy ; bat 
there is a sense in which water performs 
an important part in our salvation, as 
it did ia his. IT Baptism, Not the 
mere application of water, for that idea 
the apostle expressly disclaims, when 
he says that it involves not < the patting 
away, the ^Ith of the flesh, but the an- 
swer of a good conscience toward God.' 
The sense is, that baptism, including aU 
that is properly meant by baptism as a 
leligious rite; that is, baptism adminis- 
tered in connection with true . repent- 
ance, and true laith in the Lord Jesus, 
and when it is. properly a symbol of 
the patting away of sin, and of the 
renewing influences of t^e Holy Spirit, 
and an act of unreserved dedication to 
God, now saves us. On the meaning 
of the word baptism, wee Notes on 
Matt. iii. 6. IT Doth also now save us. 
The water saved Noah and his family 
from perishing in the flood, to Wit, by 
bearing up. the ark. Bi^tism, in the 
proper sense of the term, as above 
explained, where the water used is a 
symbol, in tike manner now saves us; 
that is, the water is an emblem of that 
purifying by which we are saved. It 
may be said to save us, not as the 
meritorious cause, but as the indispens- 
able condition of salvation. No man 
can be saved ^without that regenerated 
and purified ho^t of which baptism is 
the appropriate symbol,, and when it 



would be proper to administer that ov» 
dinance. ^The apostle cannot have 
meant that water saves us in the same 
VHiy in which it saved Noah, fQr that 
cannot be true. It is neither the same 
in quantity, nor is it applied in the 
same way, i^or is it efficacious in the 
same manner. It is indeed connected 
with our salvation in its own proper 
way, as an emblem of that purifying 
of the heart by which we are saved. 
Thus it corresponds with the salvation 
of Noah by water, ai^ is the f arfftt^w) 
antetype of that. Nor doM it mea^ 
that the salvation of Noah by water 
was designed to be a type of Christian 
baptism. There is not the least evi- 
dence of that ; and it should not be 
affirmed without proof. The apostle 
saw a resemblance m some respects 
between the one and the other; such a 
resemblance that the one naturally sug- 
gested the other to his mind, and the 
resemblance was so important as to 
make it the proper ground of remark. 
The points of resemblance in the two 
cases seem to have been these : ( 1.) 
There was salvation in both; Noah 
was. saved from death, and we from 
hell. (2.) Water is employed in both 
cases — in the case' of Noali to uphold 
the ark ; in ours to be a symbol of our 
purification. (3.) The water in both 
cases is eonnfcted with salvation ; in 
the case oLNoah by sustaining the ark; 
in ours by being a symbol of salvation, 
of purity, of cleansing, of that by 
which we may be brought to God. 
The meaning of this part of the verse, 
therefore, may be thus expressed : 
< No^ and his family were saved by 
water, the antetype to which (to wit, 
that i^bich in important respects .corre- 
sponds to that) baptism (not the put- 
ting away of the filth of the flesh, or 
the mere application of material water, 
but that purifying of the heart of which 
it is the appropriate emblem) iiow saves 
us.' IT N(a the putting away of tht 
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swer of a good conscience * to- 
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filth of the flesh. Not a mere exter- 
nal washing, however 'solemnly done*. 
No outward ablution or purifying saves 
us, but that which pertains to the eon- 
science. This important clause is 
thrown in to guard the statement firom 
the abuse to which it would otherwise 
be liable, the supposition that baptism 
has of itself a purifying and saving 
power. To ^uard against this, the 
apostle expressly declares that he means 
much more than a mere outward appli- 
cation of water. IT But the answer of 
a gbod conscience toward God. The 
word here rendered answer (l^teptot'i^jua) 
m^ans properly a qttestian, an inquiry. 
It is " spoken of a question put to a 
convert at bapt^m, or rather of the 
whole process of question and answer ; 
that is, by implication, examination, 
profession" Rob. Lex. It is designed 
to mark the spiritual character pf the 
baptismal rite in conirast with a mere 
external purification, and evidently re- 
fers to something that occurred at bap- 
tism ; some question, inquiry, or ex- 
amination, that took place then, and it 
would seem to imply (1.) that when 
baptism was performed there was some 
question or inquiry in regard to the 
belief of the -candidate ; (2.) that aii 
answer was expected implying that 
there Waii a-^ood conscience ; that is, 
that th^ -candidate had an enlightened 
conscience, and was sincere in his pro- 
fession ; and (3.) that the real efficacy 
of baptism, or its power in saving, was 
not in the mere external rite, but in the 
state of the heart, indicated by the 
question and answer, of which that was 
the emblem. On the meaning of the 
phrase < a good conscience,' 'see Notes 
on ver. 16 of this chapter. Comp. on 
this verse, Neander, Geschich der 
Pflanz. u. Leit. der chf. Kirche, i. p. 
203. seq. in Bibl. Reposi. iv. 272, seq. 
It is in the highest degree probable that 
questions would be proposed to candi- 



ward God,) by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ : 



dates for baptism respecting their betief^ 
and we have an instance of this fact 
undoubtedly in the case before as. 
How extensive such examinations 
would be, what points would be em- 
braced, how much reference there was 
to personal experience, we have, of 
course, na certain means of ascertain- 
ing. We may suppose, however, that 
the examination pertained to what con- 
etituted the essential features of the 
Christian religion, as distinguished 
from other systems, and to the coidial 
belief of that system by the candidate. 
^ By the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
That is, we are saved in this mannei 
through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. The whole efficiency in the 
case is derived from that If he had 
not been raised from the dead, baptism 
would have been vain, and there would 
have been no power to save us. See 
this illustrated at length in the Notes 
on Rom. vi. 4, 5. The points, there- 
fore, which are established in regard to 
baptism by this important passage are 
these : (1.) That Christian baptism is 
not a mere external rite ; a mere out- 
ward ablution ; a mere application of . 
water to the body; It is not contem- 
plated that it shall be an empty form, and 
its essence does not consist in a mere 
< putting away of the filth of the flesh.' 
Therejs a work to be done in respect 
to the conscience which cannot be 
reached by the application of water. 
(2.) That there was an examination 
among the early Christians when a 
candidate was'about to be baptized^ aAd 
of course such an examination is pro- 
per now. Whatever was the ground 
of the examination, it related to that 
which existed before the baptism was 
administered. 'It was not expected 
that it should be accomplished by the 
baptism. Thete is, therefore, implied 
evidence here thtit there was no reliance 
placed on that ordinance to produce 



A. D. 60.] CHAPTER m. 

23 Who is gone into heaven, 
and is on the right hand of God ; 
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that which constituted the * answer of 
a good conscience;' in other words, 
that it was not supposed to have an 
efficacy to^'produce that of itself, and 
was not a converting or regenerating 
ordinance. j(3.) The •answer' which 
was^ returned in the inquiry, was to be 
such as indicated a good conscience; 
that is, as Bloomfield expresses it, 
(New Tes. in he.) «that which enables 
us to return such an answer as springs 
from a good conscience towards God, 
which can be no other than the inward 
change and renovation wrought by the 
Spirit." It was supposed, therefore, 
that there would be an internal work 
of grace; that there would be much 
more than an outward rite in the whole 
transaction. The application of water 
is, in fact, but an emblem or symbol 
of that grace in the heart, and is to be 
administered as denoting that ■ It does 
Bot convey grace to the soul by any 
physical efficacy of the water. It is a 
symbol of the purifying influences of 
religion, and is made a means of grace 
in the same, way as obedience to any 
other of the commands of God. (4.) 
There is no efficacy in the mere appli- 
cation of water in any form, or with 
any ceremonies of religion, to put 
away sin. . Jt is the * good conscience,' 
the renovated heart, the purified soul, 
of whfch baptism is the emblem, that 
furnishes evidence of the divine ac- 
ceptance and favour. Comp. Heb. iz. 
9, 10. There must be a deep in- 
ternal work on the soul of man in 
order that, he may be acceptable to God, 
and when that is wanting no external 
rite is of any avail. Yet (5.) it does 
not follow from this that bnpttsm is of 
no importance. The argument of the 
apostle here is, that it is of great im- 
portance. Noah was saved by water ; 
and so baptism has an important con- 
18* 



angels * and anthorities and 
powers being made subject unto 
him. 



nection with our salvation. As water 
bore up the ark, and was the mei^ns of 
saving Noah, so baptism by water ia 
the emblem of our salvation, and when 
administered in connection w^th a 
< good conscience,' that is, wjth a reno- 
vated heart, it is as certainly connected 
with our salvation as the sustsining 
waters of the flood were with the sal- 
vation of Noah^ No man can prove 
from the Bible that baptism hais no im- 
portant connection with salvation ; and 
no man can prove that by> neglecting 
it, he will be as likely to obtain the 
divine favour as he wo.uld iy observing 
it. It is a means of exhibiting great 
and important truths in an impressive 
manner to the soul ; it is a means 
of leading the soul to an entire dedi- 
cation to a God of purity; it is a 
means thro|]gh which God manifests 
himself to the soul, and through which 
he imparts grace as he does in all 
other acts of obedience to his command- 
ments. 

22.' Who is gone into heaven, l^otes 
on Acts i. 9. 1 And ia on the right 
hand of God, Notes on Mark xvi. 19. 
t Angels and authorities and powers 
being made si^bjeet unfo him. See 
Notes on Epb. L 20, 21. The reason 
why the apostle.here adverts to the fact 
thi|t the Lord Jesus is raised up to the 
right hand of God, and is so honoured 
in heaven, seems to have been to en- 
courage those to whom he wrote to 
persevere in the service of God, though 
they were persecuted. The Lord Jesus 
was in like mi^nner t>ersecuted. He 
was reviled, and rejected, and put to 
death. Yet he ultimately triumphed. 
He was raised ^oni the dead, and was 
exalted to. the highest place of honour 
in the universe. Even so they, if they 
did not faint, might hope to come off 
in the end triumphant As Noah, 
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who had been fidthful and steadiest 
when surronnded by a scoffing world, 
was at last preserved by his faith from 
ruin; and as the Redeemer, though 
persecuted and put to death, was at last 
exalted to the right hand of Grod, so 
woald it be with them if they bore their 
trials patiently, and did not faint or foil 
in the persecutions which they en- 
dared. 

In view of the exposition in vs. 1 
and 2, we may remark, (1.) That it is 
our duty to seek the conversion and 
salvation of our impenitent relatives 
and friends. All Christians have rela- 
tives and friends who are impenitent ; 
it is a rare thing that some of the mem- 
bers of their own families are not so. 
In most familito, even Christian fami- 
lies, there is a husband or a wife, a 
father or a mother, a son or daughter, 
a brother or sister, who is not converted. 
To all such, they^ who are Christians 
owe important duties, and- there Is none 
mote important than that of seeking 
their conversion. That this U a duty 
is clearly implied in this passage in 
reference to a wife, and for the same 
reason it is a duty in reference to all 
other persons. It may be further ap- 
parent from these considerations : (a) 
It is an important part of the business 
of aii Christians to seek the salvation 
of others. This is clearly the duty of 
ministers of the gospel ; but it is no 
less the duty of all who profess to be 
followers of the Saviour, and to take 
him as their example and guide. Comp. 
James v. 19, SO. (b) It is a duty pe- 
culiarly devolving on those who* have 
relatives who are unconverted, on re- 
count of the adoantagea which they 
have for doing it. They are with them 
constantly ; they have their confide)ice 
and affection ; they can feel more for 
them than any one else can; and if 
thei/ are not concerned for their salva- 
tion, they cannot hope that any' others 
will be. (c) It is not wholly an im- 
proper motive to seek their salvation 
from the happiness which it would 



confer on those who are already Chris- 
tians. It is not improper that a wife 
should be stimulated to desire the con- 
version of her husband from the in- 
creased enjoyment which she would 
have if her partner in life were united 
with her in Uie same hope of heaven* 
and from the pleasure which it would 
give to enjoy the privilege of religious 
worship in the family, and the aid 
which would be furnished in training 
up her. children in the Lord. A Chris- 
tian wife and mother' has important 
duties to perform towards her children ; 
it is not improper that in performing 
those duties she should earnestly desire 
the co-operation of her partner in life. 
(2.) Those who have impenitent 
husbands and friends should be ^ncott' 
raged in seeking their conversion. It 
is plainly implied (vs. 1, 2) that it waa 
not to be regarded as a hopeless thing, 
but that in all cases they were to regard 
it as possible that unbelieving husbands 
might be brought io the 'knowledge of 
Uie truth. If this is true of husbands^ 
it is no less true of other friends. We 
should never despair of the conversion 
of « friend tts long as life lasts, however 
far he may be from the path of virtue 
and piety. The grounds of encourage- 
ment are such as these : (a) You have 
an influence over them which no other 
one has, and that influence may be re- 
garded as capitait which will give yon 
great advantages in seeking their con- 
version. (5) You have access to them 
at times when their minds are most 
open to serious impresnons. Every 
man has iimes when he may be' ap- 
proached on the subject of religion; 
when he is pensive and serious ; when 
he is disappointed and sad ; when the 
affidrs of this worid do not go well with 
him, and his thoughts are drawn along 
to a better. There are times in the 
life of every man when he is ready to 
open his mind to a friend on the sub- 
ject of religion, and when be would 
be glad of a word ef friendly counsel 
and encoun^ement. It is much to 
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kare acoesi to a mn ftt 8«ch tiniM. 
(e) If all the faeta were known which 
have occurred, there woald be no lack 
of encouragement to labour for the 
conversion of impenitent relatives and 
irienda. Many a husband owes his 
salvation to the persevering «oIicit«de 
and prayers of a wife; many a son 
will enter heav^^n because a mother 
never ceased to pray for his salvation, 
«ven when to human f iew Hiere seemed 
no hope of it 

(3.) We m«y leani (vs. 1, 2) what 
«re the priac^Ml iheana by which we> 
•re to hope to secure the conversion and 
salvation of impenitent frieiids. It is 
to be mainly by a pure -life ; by a holy 
walk ; by a consistent example. . Con- 
venaii&nt properly to called, is not to 
be regarded as excluded from those 
means, but the main dependence is to 
be on a holy life. This is to be so be- 
cause (a) Most persons form their no- 
tions of religion frem what, they see in 
the lives of its professed friends. It is 
not so much what they hear in the 
pulpit, for they regard preaching as a 
mere professional business, by which a 
man' gets a livingr not so ranch by' 
books in defence and explanation of 
religion, for they seldom or never read 
them; not by wlhat relig;ion enabled 
the mactyn to do, for they may have 
scarcely heard the names of even the 
most illustrious of the maityra; but, by 
what they seo in the walk and conver- 
sation of those who <profess to be Ghris- 
tian% especially of those who are their 
near relations. The husband js form- 
ing his views of religion constantly 
from what he sees on the brow and in 
the eye of his professedly Christian 
wife ; the brother from.^hat he sees in 
his sister ; the child from what he sees 
in the parent (6) Those who profess 
to be Christians have an opportunity 
of showing the power of religion in a 
way which is superior to any abstract 
argument It controls their temper; 
it makes them kind and gentle ; it sus- 
tains them in trial; it prompts them 
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to deeds f^ benevelenee; it diiposes 
them to be contented, to be forgiving, 
to be patient in the revenes of life. 
Every one may thus be always doing 
something to make an impression fa- 
vourable to religion on the minds of 
nAen, Yet it is aik> ttue that' much 
may be done and should be done for 
the convenion <vf others, by eonvena- 
Hon properly so caHed, or by direct 
address and appeal. There is nothing, 
however, which requires to be managed 
with more prudence^ than conversation 
with those who are not Christians, or 
direct efforts to lead them to attend to 
the subject of religion. In regard to 
^is, it may be observed, (a) That it 
does no good to be always talking with 
them. Such a course only produces 
disgust (h) It does no good to talk 
to them at unseasonable and impropor 
times. If they are specially engaged 
in their business, and would not like 
to be interrupted; if they are in com- 
pany with others, or even with their 
femily ; it does little good to attempt k 
conversation with them." It is <the 
Word that is JUhf spoken that is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver.* 
Prov. xzv. 11. ^) It does no good to 
acold them en the subject of religion, 
with a view to make them Christians. 
In such a case you show a spirit the* 
very reverse of that religion which you 
are professedly endeavouring to per- 
suade them to embrace: ((f) All con- 
versation with impenitent sinnen should 
be kind, and tender, and respectful. It 
should be addressed to them when they 
will be disposed to listen ; usually 
when they are alone; and especially 
when from trials or other causes they 
may be in such a state of mind that 
they will be. willing to listen. Xt may 
be added that impenitent sinnere are 
much more frequently in sucl) a state 
of mind than most Christians suppose, 
and that they oftun wonder that their 
Cliritftian friends do not speak to them 
about the salvation of the soul. 
From the exposition giveir ^ thd 
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important rtnea l«^2f, mt may de- 
rive tEe CvtlonHog kikgtncM : 

(1.) Th«^re-exiBtence of CWt. If 
he preaeted to ||ie aqtedilavians in the 
time of Noah, b« murt fasvi h»d An 
existence at thai time. 

(2.) His divinilf . If he 4ras 'qui^i^ 
ened' or restored to life by his own ex- 
alted nature, Itf mast bedi^ne; for 
there is no more inalienable attribute 
of the Deity than the power of raising 
the dead. 

(3.) If Cbrist preached to the heathen 
world in the time of Noah, for the 
same reason it may be regarded as true 
that cUi the messages which are brought 
to men, calling them to repentance, in 
any age or country, are .through him. 
Thus,, it was Christ who spake by the 
prophets and by the apostles ; and thus 
be fipeaks now by his ministers. 
, (4.) If this interpretation is well- 
founded, 4t takes away one. of the 
strongest supports of the doctrine of 
purgatory. ;There is no stronger pas- 
sage of the Bible in support of this 
doctrine than the one before us-; and 
if this does qot countenance it, it may 
be safely affirmed that it has not a. 
shadow of proof in the sacred Scrip- 
tures. 

(5.) It follows that there is no hope 
or prospect that the gospel will be 
preached to those who are lost This 
is. the on/^ passage in the $ible that 
could be supposed to teach any such 
doctrine; and if the interpretation 
above proposed be correct, 4his- fur- 
nishes no ground of belief that if a 
man dies impenitent he will ever be 
favoured with another offer of mercy. 
This interpretation also accords with 
all the other representations in the 
Bible. » As the tree falleth, so it lies." 
«He that is holy, let him be holy still ; 
and he that is filthy, let him be filthy 
still.'' All the representations in the 
Bible lead us ta suppose that the eternal 
destiny of the soul after death is fixed^ 
and that the only ' change which can 
ever occur in the. future, state is that 



which ViH be produced by detekops- 
9Cxirt; th0 ^lefelopement of the prin- J 
espies of -piety in heaven ; the devel- 
ppe^ent of the f>rinciples of evil in 
hell. • . 

.(6.) It follows, that if there is not « 
place otpur^fttory in the future world, 
there is a pkce of punishment. If the 
word prison, in the passage before- us, 
does not mean purgatory, and does not 
refer to a detention with a prospect or 
possibility of release, it must refer to 
detention of another kind, and for an- 
other purpose, and that can be only 
with reference « to the judgment of the 
great, day.' 2 Pet ii. 14. Jude6. From 
that gloomy prison there is no evidence 
that any have been, or^ill be, released. 
(7.) Men should embrace the gospel 
at once. Now it is offered to them ; 
in the future world it will not be. But 
even if it could be proved that the 
gospel would be offered to them in the 
future world, it would be better to em- 
brace it now. Why should men go 
down to that world to sufier long befcTre 
they hecome reconciled to God 1 Why 
choose to taste the sorrows of hell be* 
fore they embrace the offers of mercy ? 
Why go to that world 6f wo at all t 
Are men so in love with -suffering and 
danger that they esteem it wise to go 
down to that dark prison-house, with 
the intention or the hope that the gos- 
pel may be offered to them there, and 
that when there they may be disposed 
to embrace iti Even if it could be 
shown, therefore, that they might again 
hear the^roice of mercy and salvation, 
how much wiser would it be to hearken 
to the voice now, and become reconciled 
{o Grod here, and never experience in 
any way the pangs of th6 second death ! 
But of any such ofler of mercy in the 
world of despair, the Bible contains no 
intimation, and he who goes to the 
eternal world unreconciled to God, 
perishes for ever. The moment when 
he crosses the line between time and 
eternity, he goes for ever beyond the 
boundaries of hope. 
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CHAPTER IV. . 

XirXLTSIB 07 THS C^APTXB. 

Tht» chapter relates principaily to 
the manner in which those- to whom 
the apostle wrote ought to bear their 
trials, and to the encouragements to a 
holy life notwithstanding their persecu- 
tions. He had commenced the subject 
in the preceding chapter, and had re- 
ferred them particularly to the example 
of the Saviour. His great solicitude 
was, that if they sn&red it should not 
be for crime, and that their enemies 
ehould not be able to bring any well- 
founded accusation against them. He 
would have them pure and harmless ; 
patient and submissive ; fiitthful in the 
performance of their duties, and confi- 
dently looking forward to the time 
when they should be delivered. He 
exhorts them, therefore,^ to the follow- 
ing things.: (a) To arm themselves 
with the same mind thai was in Christ ; 
to consider that the post time of their 
lives was enough for them to have 
wrought the will of the fleshy and that 
now it was their duty to be separate 
from -the wicked world, in whatever 
light the world might regard their con- 
duct—remembering that they who ca- 
lumniated them must sodn give account 
to God. vii. 1-^. (d) He reminds 
them that the end of all things was at 
hand, and that it became them td^be 
sober, and watch unto prayer, ver. 7. 
(c) He exhorts them to the exercise of 
mutual love, and hospitality — virtues 
eminently useful in a time of persecu- 
tion aiid affliction, vs. 8, 9. ((f) He 
exhorts them to a performance of every 
duty with seriousness of. manner, and 
fidelity— ^whether it were in preaching, 
or in dispensing alms to the poor and 
needy, vs. 10, 11. (e) He tells them 
not to think it strailge that they were 
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with A6'6ame^iniDJ:*'f3i|: he* 
ibat hath suffered HI the flesh 
iiath cease4/rom «in :' 

tfPb.2.5.* ' ' iRo.6.8, 7. 



called -to- pass through fiery trials, nor 
t» supfosethai any finusual thing had 
happened to th$m ; reminds them that 
(hey only partook of Clvist's sufferings, 
and that it was to be regarded as a fa-^ 
vour if any one sufiered as a Christian ; 
and presses upon them the thought 
that they ought to be careful that none 
of them suffered for crime, ys. 12 — 16. 
(/) He reminds them that the right«' 
eous would be sav^ with difficulty, 
and that the wicked would certainly be 
destroyed ; and exhorts them, therefore^ 
to commit the keeping of their souls to 
a faithfixl Creator, vs. 18, 19. 

1. Forasmuch then a» Chriat hath 
suffered for ua in ihejleah. Since he 
as a' man has died for us. Notes, ch. 
iii. 18. The design was to set the 
suffering Redeemer before them as an 
example in their trials. IT Arm your^ 
selves kkeufise with the same mind* 
l^hat is, evidently, the same mind that 
he evinced— a readiness to suffer in the 
cause of religion, a readiness to die as 
he had done. This readiness to suflfer 
and die, the apostle speaks of as oT' 
mour, and having this is represented 
as being armed* Arm<mr is put on for 
offensive or defensive purposes in war ; 
and the idea of the apostle here is, that 
that state of mind wh^n we Are read^ 
to meet with persecution and trial, and 
when we are ready to die, will answer 
the purpose of armour in engaging, in 
the conflicts and strifes which pertain 
to us as Christians, and especially in 
meeting with persecutions and trials. 
We are to put on the same fortitude 
which the Lord Jesus had, and this 
will be the best defence against our 
foes, and the best security of victory. 
IT For he that hath differed in the 
flesh haih ceased from sin, Comp. 
Notes on Rora.-vi. 7. To 'suffer in 
the-fiesh* u to die. The expression herv 
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3 That * he no longer should 
live the rest of his time in the 

ff 3 Co. 5. 15. b I Co. 6. 11. Tit. 3. 3. 



has a proverbial aspect, and seems to 
hti^fe meant soinethmg like this: * when 
a man is dead, he will ain no more ;' 
feferring of course to the present life. 
So if- a Christian becomes dead in a 
moral sense— ^ead to this world, dead 
by being cracified with Christ (see 
Notes on Gal. ii. 20)--he may be ex- 
pected to cease from sin. The reason- 
ing is based on the idea that there is 
such a union between Christ and the 
believer that his death on- the cross se- 
cured the death of the believer to the 
world. Comp. 2 Tim. ii., 1 1. CoL .ii. 
20 4 Hi* 3" 

2. That h^ no longer should Uve. 
That is, be has become, through the 
death of Chtist, dead to the world and 
to the former things which influenced 
him, in order that he should hereafter 
live not to the lusts of the flesh. See 
Notes on 2 Cor. v. 15. %. the rest of 
hiM tifne in the flesh. The /remaiBder 
of the time that he is to contintie in 
the flesh ; that is, that he is to live on 
the earth. T 7b <A« kuts of men. 
Such lusts as men commonly live for 
and indulge in. Some of these are enu- 
merated in the following verse* IT Bui 
to the will of God* In such a manner 
as God commands. The olgept of re- 
demption is to rescue ..us from being 
swayed by wicked lusts^ and ta bring 
us to be «conforme^ wholly to the will 
of God. 

3. For the time past of our life vnay 
suffice- us, * We have spent sufficient 

time in indulging ourselves, an4 fol- 
lowing our wicked propensities, and 
we should hereafter live in a different 
manner.' This does not mean (hat it 
was evet. proper thus to live, but" that, 
as we would say, < we have had enough 
of these things ; we have tried them ; 
there is no reason why we should in- 
dulge in them any more.' An expres- 
■ion quite similar to this occurs^ in Ho- 



flesh to Ihe lasts of men, but to 
the will of God. ^ 

3 For ^ the time past of our 



race — Lusisti satis, edisti Satis, atque 
bibisti. • Tempus abire tibi est, etc 
Epis. ii. 213. % To have wrought the 
will of the Gentiles, This does not 
mean to be subservient to their will, 
but to have done what tbey willed to 
do ; that is, to live as tbey did. That 
the Gentiles or heathen lived in the 
manner immediately specified, see de- 
monstrated in the Notes ''on Rom. i. 
21 — 32. H When we walked in lasd' 
viousness. When we lived in the in- 
dulgenceof corrupt passions — ^the word 
tvetlk being often used, in the Scriptures 
to denote the manner of life. ^ Qn the 
word hseiviousness, see Notes ou Rom. 
siii. 13. The apostle says we, not as 
meaning that he himself had been ad- 
dicted to these vices, but as speaking 
of these who were Christians in gene- 
ral. It is comQion to say that we lived 
80 and so, when speaking of a collec- 
tion of persons, without meaning that 
each one was guilty of all the practices 
enumerate<j. See Notes on I Thess. 
iv.. 17^ for a similar use of the word we. 
The u^ of the word t^e in this place 
would show that the apostle did not 
mean to set himself up as better .than 
they were, but was willliig to be iden- 
tified/with them. 1 Lusts. The in- 
dulgence of unlawful dearea. Notes, 
Ronu i. 24. IT Excess of wine. The 
word, here used (oM/o^juiyMs) oopurs no- 
where else in the New Testament. It 
properly means overflowing of wine 
.(«fwo$, wine, and fxwo, to overflow); 
then wine-drinking; drunkenness. That 
this was a commoQ vice, need not be 
proved. Multitudes of those who be- 
came Christians had been drunkards, 
for intemperance abounded in all the 
heathen world. Comp. I Qou vi. 9 — 
U. It should not be inferred hero 
from the English translation, * excess 
of wine,' that wine is improper only 
when used to esoess, or that thfi mode- 
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life may suffice us to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in lascivious- 



rate use of wine is proper. Whatever 
may be true on that point, nothing can 
be determined in regard to it from the 
lise cf this word. The apostle had his 
eye on one thing-M>n such a use of 
wine as led to intoxication ; such as 
they had indulged in before their con-^ 
version. About the impropriety of that, 
there «ould be no doubt. Whether 
any use of wine by Christians or other 
persons was lawiiil, was another ques- 
tion. It should be added, moreover, 
that the phrase < excess of wine' does 
not precisely convey the meaning of the 
original. The word excess would na- 
turally imply something mere than was 
needful ; or something beyond the pro« 
per limit or measure ; but no snoh idea 
is in^he original word. That refers 
merely to the iAundance of wine, with* 
out any reference to the inquiry wiiether 
there was more than was proper or not 
Tindal renders it, somewhat better, 
drunkenness. So Lather, Trun^ni^t^, 
S RevelUngs. Rendered rioting in 
Rom. xiii* 13. See Notes on that verse. 
The Greek word (xiafiof) occurs only 
here, and in Rom. xiii. 13, and Gtfl. v^ 
21. It means yeoca^tn^, revel; » a ca- 
rousing or merry-making after sUpper, 
the guests often allying into the 
streets, and going through the city with 
torches, ^music, and songs in honour 
of Bacchus," &c. J2oMit«on, Lex* 
The word would apply to ail such 
noisy and boisterous processions oow — 
scenes wholly inappropriate tb ,the 
Christian. IT BanqueUngs, The word 
here used (^tof 0$*) occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament It means 
properly drinking f an act of drinks 
ing; then a drinking "bottt 9 drinking 
together: The, thing forbidden by it 
is an assembling together for the pur ' 
pose of drinking* There is nothing 
in this word referring to eaiingf or to 
hanqueHng^ as the term is now com- 



ness, lusts, excess of wine, re- 
vel! ings, hanquetings, and abo- 
minable idolatries : 



monly employed. The idea in the 
passage i8» that it is improper for Chris- 
tians to meet together for the purpose 
of drinking — as wine, toasts, &». The 
prohibition would apply to all those 
assemblages where this is understood 
to be the main object It would forbid, 
therefore, an attendance on all those 
celebrations in which drinking toasts 
is understood to be an essential part 
of the festivities, and all those where 
hilarity and joyfuiness «re sought to 
be produced by the intoxicating bowl. 
Such are not proper places for Chris- 
tiana. IT And abominable idolatries. 
Literally, unlawful idolatries j that is, 
unlawful to the Jews, or forbidden by 
their laws. Then the expression is 
u^ed in the sense of wicked, impious^ 
since what is unlawful is impious and 
wrong. That the vicee here. referred 
ta were practised by the beatheo world 
is well known. See Notes on Rom. 
i. 86—81. That many who became 
Christians weie guilty of them before 
their converaion, is clear from this pas- 
sage. The feet that thejf were thus 
converted shows the power Qjf the gos- 
pel, and also that we shoold not d»* 
spair in regard to those who are in- 
dulging in these vices now. They 
seem indeed almost to.be hopeless, but 
we should remember that many who 
became Christians ' when the gospel 
was first preached, as' well as since, 
were of this character. If they were 
reclaimed ; if those who. had been ad- 
dicted. to the gross and debasing vices 
referred to here, were brought into the 
kingdom of €bd, we should believe 
that those who are' living in the spme 
manner now may alsQ be recovered. 
From the statement made in this verse 
that < the time past of our lives may 
suffice to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles,' we ma^ remark that |hs 
same may \m said by all Chriatians of 
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4 Wherein they think it strange that ye ron not with them to the 

tbemaelTes ; the mne thing is true of 
all who are living in sin. (1.) It is 
true of all who are Christians, and 
they feel it, that they lived kmg enough 
in sin. (a) They made a ftir trial — 
many of them with ample opportuni- 
ties ; with abundant iprealth ; with all 
that the fashionable world can famish ; 
with all that can be derived fram low 
and gross indalgences. Many who 
are now Christians had opportanities 
of living in splendour and ease ; many 
moved in gay and briltiafat circles; 
many occupied stations of influence, 
or had brilliant prospects of distinction ; 
many gaiy indulgence to gross propen- 
sities ; many were the companions of 
the vile and the abandoned. Thoee 
who are noio Christians, take the 
church at large, have had ample oppor- 
canity of making the fullest trial of 
what sin and the world can farnish. 
(b) They a// feel that the past is enough 
ror this manner of living. It is < suffi- 
cient' to satisfy them that the world 
eannot furnish what the soul demands, 
rhey need a better portion ; and they 
can now see thAt there is no reason 
why they should desire to continue the 
experiment ih jegard to what the world 
can furnish. On that unwise and 
wicked experiment they have expended 
time' enough ; and satisfied with that, 
they desire (b return to it no more. 
(3.) The same thing is true of the 
wicked — of all who are living for the 
world. The time past should be re« 
garded as sufficient to make an experi- 
ment in sinful indulgences ; for (a) the 
experiment has been made by millions 
before them, and has always failed ; 
and they can^hope to find in sin only 
what has always been found, disap- 
pointment, mortification, and despair; 
(b) they have made a sufficient expe- 
riment They have never found in 
those indulgences what' they flattered 
themselves they would find, and they 
have seen enough to satisfy them that 
what the immortal soul needs can never 



be obtained there, (c) They have spent 
sufficient time in this hopeless experi- 
ment. Life is short Man has no 
time to waste. He may soon die — and 
at whatever period of Ufe any one may 
be who is living in sin, we may say to 
him that he has already wasted enough 
of life ; he has thrown -away enough 
of probation in a firuitless attempt to 
find happiness where it can never be 
found Por any purpose whatever for 
which any one could ever suppose it 
to be desirable to live in sin, the past 
should suffice. But why should it 
ever be deemed desirable at all ? The 
fruits of sin are always disappointment, 
tears, death, despair. 

4. l^^kertin they think it strange. 
In respect to which tic^ they who 
were once your partners and accom- 
plices suow' think it strange that you 
no longer unite with them. They do 
not understand the reasons why you 
have left them. They regard you as 
abandoning a course of life lyhich has 
much to attract and to make life merry, 
for a severe and globmy superstition. 
This is a true account of the feelings 
which the people of the- world have 
when their companions and friends 
leave them and become Christians. It 
is to them a strange and unaccountable 
thing, that they give up the pleasures 
of the world for a course of life which 
to them seems to promise any thing 
but happiness. Even the kindred of 
the Saviour regarded him as « beside 
himself" (Mark iil. 21), and Festus 
supposed that Paul was mad. Acts 
xzvL 24. There is almost nothing 
which the people of the world so little 
comprehend as the reasons which in- 
4uence those with ample means of 
worldly enjoyment to leave the circles 
of gayety and vanity, and to give them- 
selves to the serious employments of 
religion. The epithets of fool, enthu- 
siast, fonatic, are terms which frequent- 
ly occur to the heart to denote, this, if 
they are not always allowed to escape 
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same excess of riot, speaking 
evil * of you :■ 



from the lips. The reasons why they 
esteem this so strange, are something 
like the following: (1.) They do not 
apprediate the motives which influence 
those who leave Ihem. They feel that 
it is proper to enjoy the world, and to 
make life cheerful, and they do not 
understand what it is to act under a 
deep sense of responsibility to God, 
and wkh reference to eteniity. They 
hTe for themselves. Tiiey seek happi- 
ness as the end and aim cX life. They 
have never been accustomed to direct 
the mind onward to- another world, and 
to the account whkh th^ most soon 
render at the bar of God. Unaccus- 
tomed to act from any higher motives 
than those-wfaich pertain to the present 
world, they cannot appreciate the coo- 
dact of those wha begin to tive and act 
for eternity. (2.) They do not yet see 
the guilt and folly of nnfal pleasures. 
They are not convinced of the deep 
sinfulness of the human' soul, and they 
think H etrange that others should 
abandon a course of life ^idiich seems 
to them so innocent ^ They do not see 
why those who have been so long ac- 
customed to these indulgences should 
have changed their opinions, and why 
they now reganl those things as sinful 
which they once considered to be harm- 
less. ^8.) They do not see the for<ie 
of the argument for religion. Not hav- 
ing the views of the umpeakabie im- 
portance of religious truth and duty 
which Christians now have, they won^ 
der that they should break off from the 
course of life which they formerly pur- 
sued, and separate from the mass of 
their fellow-men. Henc^, they some- 
times regard the conduct of Christians 
as amikble weakness; sometimes as 
superstition ; sometimes as sheer folly ; 
sometimes as madness ; and sometimes 
as sourness and misanthropy. In all 
respects they esteem it strange, 
19 



5 Who shall give acconnt to 

aAciaiJL 



** Lions and beasts of savage name 
Put on the n«ture of the Iamb, 
While the wide world esteems it strangs. 
Gaze, and admire, and hate the cbange." 

IT That ye run not with them. There 
may be an allasion hei^e to the well- 
known orgies of Bacchus, in which his 
votaries ran as if excited by the furies, 
and were urged on as if transported 
with madness. See Ovid Metam*, iii. 
529, thus translated by Addison : 

•* For now, throagh prostrate (slieece, yioung 
Bacchus rode, 
Whilst howling matrons celebrate the god ; 
All ranks and sexes to Ifis drriea ran^ 
To mingle in the pomp, and iUl the train.** 

The language^ however, will well d^ 
scribe revels of any sort, apd at any 
period of the world. % To the sams 
excess of riot* The. word rendered 
excess (avdxixtti) means properly a 
pouring out, an affusion ;, and the 
idea here is, that all the sources- and 
forms of riot and disorder were poUred 
out together. There was no withhold- 
ing, no reetraint. The most unlimited 
jndulgenee waa given to the psssions* 
This was the case in the disorder re- 
ferrett to among the ancients^ as it is 
the case now in soencMi of midnight ^ 
revelry. On the meaning, of the word 
riot, see Notes on Eph. y. 18. Titui 
i. 6. IT Speafw^ evil of you. Greek, 
blaspheming* Notes, Matt. ix. 3. The 
meaning here is, that they used harsh 
and reproachful epithets of those who 
would not unite with them in their re- 
velry. They .called them fools, fana- 
tics, hypocrites, &c. The idea is not 
that they blasphemed God, or that they 
charged Christians with crime,, but 
that they osed Itoguajge fitted to injure 
the ;feeling8, the character, the repu- 
tation of those who would no longer 
unite with them in the ways of vice 
and fQlly. 

5^ Who shall give accouni. Thiit 
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him that is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. 



is, they shall not do this with impunity. 
They are guilty in this of a gieat wrong, 
and they most answer for it to God. 
IT That is ready to judge. That is, 
< who is prepared to judge' (f^ Ifocfuo^ 
Xxwt^y 1^ t^o phrase used in Acta 
zzi. 13 : " I am ready not to be bound 
only, but also to die at. Jerusalem." 
2 Cor. xii. 14 : " The third time I am 
ready to come to you." Compare the 
word ready {jitoi,fM() in Matt. xxii. 4, 
8 ; xxiv. 44 ; xxv. 10. Luke xii. 40 ; 
xxii. 33. 1 Pet i. 5. The meaning 
is, not that he was about to do it, or 
that the day of judgment was near at 
hand, — whatever the apostle may have 
supposed to be true on that point, — but 
that he was prepared for it ; all the ar- 
rangements were made with reference 
to it ; there was nothing to hinder it 
IT To judge the quick and the dead. 
The tiving and the dead ; that is, those 
who shall be alive when he comes, 
and those in their graved. This is 
a common phrase to denote all who 
shall be brought before the bar of God 
for judgment See Notes on Acts x. 
42. 1 Theas. iv. 16, 17. 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
The meaning in this connection seems 
to be, that they should bear their trials, 
and the opposition which they .w6ald 
meet witli, patiently, not feeling that 
they were forgotten, nor attempting to 
avenge themselves ; for the Lord would 
irindicate them when he should come 
to judgment, and call those who bad 
injured them to an account for all the 
wrongs which they had done to the 
children of God. 

6. For, for this, cause* The expres- 
sion^ «^For, for this cause,' refers to an 
end to bd reached, or an obf€ct to be 
gained, or a reason why any thing re- 
ferred to is done. The end or reason 
why the thing referred to here, to wit, 
that ( the gospel w&s preached to the 
dead,' was done, is stated in the subse- 
quent part of the veise to have been 



£ For, for this cause was the 
gospel preached also to them 



* that they might be judged,^ &c. It 
was with reference to this, or in order 
that this might bej that the gospel was 
prc(ached to them. IT That the gospel 
was prea^d to the dead. Many, as 
Doddridge, Whitby, and others, under- 
stand this of those who are spiriiuedly 
dead, that is, the Gentiles, and suppose 
that the o^ecl for wliich this was done 
was that "they might be brought to 
such a state of life as their carnal neigh- 
bours will look upon. as a kind of con- 
demnation, and death." — Doddridge, 
Others have supposed that it refers to 
those who had suffered martyrdom in 
the cause of Christianity ; others, that 
it refers to the sinners of the old world 
(iSbun'n), expressing a hope that some 
of them might be saved; and others, 
that it means that the Saviour went 
down and preached to those who are 
dead, in accordance with one of the 
interpretations given of ch. iii. 19. It 
seems to me that the most natural and 
obvious interpretation is, to refer it to 
those who were then dead, to whom the 
gospel had been preached when living, 
and who had become . true Christians. 
This is the interpretation proposed by 
WeUtein, Rosenmuller, Bloomfield, 
and others. . In support of this. it may 
be said, (i.) That this, is the natural 
and obvious meaning of the word dead, 
which should be understood literaUy, 
unless there is some good reason in the 
connection for departing from the com- 
mon meaning of the word. {2.) The 
aposUe had just used the word in that 
sende in the previous y^fse. (3.). This 
will suit the conn^ection, and accord 
with the design of the bpostle. He 
was addressing those who were suffer- 
ing persecution. It was natural, in 
such a connection, to refer to those 
who had died in the faith, and to show, 
for ,their encouragement, that though 
they had been put to death, yet they 
still lived to God. He therefore says. 
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that are d^ad, that they might 
be judged ** according to m«n in 



a Mat. 34. 9. 



that the design io publishing the gos- 
pel to them was, that though they 
might be judged by men in the usual 
manner, and put to death, yet that in 
respect to their higher and nobler na- 
ture, the spiritt they might live unto 
God» It was not uncommon nor un- 
natural for the apostles, in writing to 
those who were sufiering persecutiojn, 
to refer to those who had been removed 
by death, and to make their condition 
and example an argument for fidelity 
and perseverance. Corop. 1 Thess. iv. 
13. Rev. xiv.13. % That ihey mighi 
be judged ace&rding to men in the 
Jlesh, That is, sofitr as men are con- 
eemed (amfa oy^pi^ou;)) or. in respect 
to the treatment which they received 
from men in the flesh, they were judged 
and condemned; in r^pect to God, 
and the treatment which they received 
from him (xa^du ^6v)» they would live 
in spirit Men judged them 9«verely, 
and put them to death for their reli- 
gion ; God gave them life, and saved 
them. By the one they w.ere con- 
demned in the flesh— so. for as- pain, 
and sorrow, and death could be inflicted 
on the body ; by the other they were 
made to live in spirit — to be his, to live 
with him* The word judged here, I 
suppose, therefore, to refer to a sentence 
passed on them for their religion^ con- 
signing them to death for it. There 
is a particle in the original (pkv — in- 
dud) which lias not been retained in 
the common translation; but which is 
quite important to the sense : * that 
they might indeed be judged in the 
flesh, but live,' &c. The direct object 
or design of preaching the gospel to 
them was not that they might be con- 
demned and put to death by man, but 
this was indeed or in fact one of the 
results in the way to a higher object, 
t But Uve according to God* In re- 
apoct to Godt or so far as. he was con- 



the fiesh, but live * according to 
God in the spirit. 



b Re. 14. 13. 



cerned. By him they would not be 
condemned. By him they would be 
made to live — to have the true life. 
The gospel was preached to them m 
order that so far as God is concerned ; 
so far as their relaUon to him was con- 
cerned ; so far as he would deal with 
them, they -might Uve, The word Uve 
here <seems to refer to the whole life 
that was the consequence of their being 
brought under the'power of the gospel : 
(a) that they might, have spiritual life 
imparted to them ; (b) that they might 
live a life of holiness jn this world; 
(e\ that they might Uve hereafter in 
tne world to come. In one respect, 
and, so far as men were concerned, 
their embracing the gospel was followed 
by death; in another respect, and so 
far as God was concerned, it was fol- 
lowed by Ufe. The value and perma- 
nence of the latter, aft contrasted With the 
former, seems to have been the thought ' 
in the mind of the apostle in encourag- 
ing those to whom he wrote to exercise 
patience in their trials, and to show fide- 
lity in. the service of their Master. IT Lt 
the spirit. In their souls, as contrasted 
with their body. In respect to that-— 
to the flesh — they were put to to death ; 
in reftpect to their souls— their higher 
naMire»^they were made truly to live. 
The argument, then, in this verse is, 
that in the trials which we endure on 
account of religion, we should remem- 
ber the example of those who have 
sufiered for it, and should nsmember 
why the gospel was preached to them. 
It was in a subordinate sense, indeed, 
that they might glorify God by a mar« 
tyr's death ; but in a higher sense, that 
in this world and. the next they might 
truly live. Tba flesh might suffer in 
consequence of their embracing the 
gospel that was preached to them, but 
the • soul would live. Animated by 
their example, we should be wilting to 
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7 But the end * of all things 

a Ja. 5. 8, 9. b Ld. 31. 30. 



raffer in the flesh, if we may for ever 
live with Ood. 

7. But the end of all things is at 
hand. This declaration is also evi- 
dently designed to support and en- 
courage ftem in their trials, and to ex- 
cite them to lead a holy life, by the 
assurance that the end of all things 
was drawing nigh. The phrase « the 
end of all things' would natural^ refer 
to the end of the world ; the winding 
up of human affairs. It is not abso- 
lutely certain, however, that the apostle 
used it here in this sense. It might 
mean that so far as they were con- 
cerned, or m respect to themf the end 
of all things drew near. Death is to 
each one the end of sM things here 
below ; the end of his plans and of his 
intereM in all that pertains tosnbhi- 
nary affairs. Even if the phrase did 
orighialty and properly refer to the end 
of the world, it is probable that it 
would soon come to denote the end of 
life in relation to Uie affairs of eadi in- 
dividud, since, if it was believed that 
the end of the world was neai*, it must 
consequently be believed that the ter- 
mination of the earthly career of each 
one also drew near to a close. It is 
possible that the laitter signification may 
have come ultimately to predominate, 
and~ that Peter may have used it in 
this sense without referring to the other. 
Comp. Notes on 2 Pet. iii. 8—14, for 
his views on this subject See also 
Notes on Rom. xiii. 11, 12. The word 
rendered < is at hand' i^yyvn) may re- 
fer either to proximity of place or Hme, 
and it always denotes that the place or 
the time referred to 'was not far ofL In 
the former sense, as referring to near- 
ness of place, see Matt xxi. 1. Mark 
Xi. 1. Luke vii. 12; xv. 25; xviii. d5, 
40 ; xix. 29, 37, 41 ; xxiv. 16. Acts 
ix. 8; X. 9; xxi. 33; in the latter 
sense, as referring to time as being near, 
■«Mattiu.2; iv.l7; x.7t xxi 84; 



is at hand : be ye therefore sober^ 
and watch * unto prayer. 



xxvi. 46.. Mark i. 15. Luke xxi. 20, 
28. AcU vii. 17. Rom. Xiii, 12. Heh. 
X. 25. 1 Pet iv. 7. The idea as ap- 
plied to time, or to -an approaching 
event, ii undoubtedly that it is ckme by; 
it is not ybr off,- it mil soon occur. If 
this refers to the end of the world, it 
would mean that it was sewn to occur; 
if to death, that this was an event 
which could not be far distant; per- 
haps an event that wfts to be 'hastened 
by their trials. The fact that it is 
such language as we now Batarslly 
address to men, saying that in respect 
to them <the end of all things is at 
hand,' shows that it cannot be demon- 
strated that Peter did not use it in the 
same sense, and- consequently that it 
cannot be proved that he meant to 
teach that th^ end of thtf world was 
then soon to occur. If Be ye therefore 
sober. Serious; thoughtful; consider- 
ate. Let a fact of so much impoVta'noe 
make' a solemn impression on jrour 
mind^ and preserve you from frivolity, 
levity, and vanity. See the word ex- 
plained in the Notes on 1 Tim. iii. 2. 
IT And ujatch unto prayer. Be lodc- 
ing put for the end of all things in such 
a manner as to lead you to embrace all 
proper opportunities for prayer. Comp. 
Notes on Matt xxvi. 39, 4 1 . The word 
rendered toateh nnans to be sober, tem- 
perate, abstinent, especially in respect 
to wine; then watchful, circumspect 
The important truth, then, taught by 
this passage is, that the near approach 
of the end of all things should make 
us serums and praye^uL I. The end 
ntey be regarded as approaching. Thb 
is true (L) of all things; of the wind- 
ing up of the affairs of this world. I( 
is constantly drawing nearer and nearer, 
and no one can tell how soon it will 
occur. The period is wisely hidden 
from the knowleilge of all men (See 
Matt xxiv. 36. Acts. i. 7), among other 
reasons in order that we may be elwayr 
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8 And abo?e all things, have fervent charity 



leady. No man can tell certainly at 
what time it will come ; no man can 
demonstrate that it mm/ not eome at 
any moment, fiverywhera in the Scrip- 
tares it is repreeentcd that it will eome 
at an unexpected hour, at a thief in the 
night, and when the maea of men ahall- 
be slumbering in-false security. Matt 
xxiT. 37--39, 43, 43. 1 Theis. V. S. 
Luke xxi. 34. (2.) It is near in rela- 
tion to each one of us. The day of 
our death eamnot be far distant; it 
may be very near. The very next 
thing that we may ha^e to do, may be 
to lie down and die. II. It ie proper 
that such a neameas of the end of all 
things should lead us to be serious, and 
to' pray. (1.) To be serioutf fpr («} 
the end of aH things, in regard to us, 
is a most important event. It closes 
oor probation. It fixes our character. 
It seals up our destiny. It inakes all 
ever onward in character and doom un- 
changeable, (b) We are so made as 
to be serious in Tiew of such events. 
€rod has so constituted the mind that 
when we kiee property, health, or 
friends ; when we hiok into a grave, or 
are beset with dangers ; when we are 
In the room of the dying or the dead, 
we are serious and thoughtful. It is 
unnatural no< to be so. Levity and 
frivolity on such occasions are as con- 
trary to all the finer and better feelings 
of our nature as they are to the pre- 
cepts of the Bible, (e) There are ad- 
vantages in seriousness of m^nd. It 
enables us to take better views of things. 
Bed. vii. 2, 3. A calm, sober, sedate 
mind is the best for a contemplation of 
truth, and for looking at things as they 
are. (2,) To be watchful untd prayer ; 
(a) men naturally pray when they sup- 
pose that the end of all things is com- 
ing. An earthquake induces them to 
pray. An eclipse, or any other, sup- 
posed prodigy, leads men to pray if 
they suppose the end of the world is 
drawing near. A shipwreck, or any 
19* 
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other sudden danger, leads them to 
pray* Ps. evii. 23. So men oAen pray 
in sickness who have never prayed in 
days of health. (5) It is proper to do 
it. Death is an important stent, and in 
anticipation of such an event we should 
pray. Who can help us then but God 1 
Who can conduct us through the dark 
valley but he 1 Who can save us 
amidst the wrecks and rains of the 
umverserbut bet Who can dissipate 
our fcars, and ibake us calm amidst the 
convulsions of dissolving nature, but 
God* As tbiat event, therefore, may 
come upon us at any hour, it should 
lead us to constant prayer, and the 
more so because when it comes we may 
be in no state of mind to pray. The 
postnre in which we should feel that it 
would be most appropriate that the 
messenger of deatk should find us, 
would be that of prayer. 

8.' And above ali thingt. More than 
all things else. ^ Have fervent charity 
among youreeivet. Warm, ardent love 
towards each qther. On the nature of 
ehatityt see Notes on I' Cor.- xiit. 1. 
The word rendered fervent, means pro- 
perly extended,* then intent, earnest, 
fervent IT For charity ehalt cover the 
muititiide of tins. Love to anotUbr 
shaR so cover or hide a great many im- 
perfections in him that you will not 
notice them. This passage is quoted 
from Prov. x. 12. <« Love covereth all 
sins.** For the truth of it we have 
only to appeal to the experience of 
every one. (a) True love to another 
makes us kind to his imperfections, 
charitable towards his faults, and often 
blind even to the existence of faults. 
We would not see the imperfeetions of 
those whom we love, and our attach- 
ment for what we esteem their real ex- 
cellencies, makes us insensible to their 
errors, (ft) If we love them we are 
ready to cover over their faults, even 
those which we may see in them. Of 
lov« the Christian poet says : 
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for • charity Aall ' cover the mul- 
titude of sins. 

a 1 Co. 13. 7. 1 or, will h He. 13. S, 16. 

*Ti8 gentle, delicate, and kind, 
To fauitB compaasionate or blind. 

The passage before us is not the same 
in signification as that ip James t. SO, 

< he which converteth the sinner from 
the erro^ of bis way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude- 
of sins.' See Notes on that passage. 
That passage means that by the conver- 
non of another the sins of him who 
is converted shall be covered over, or 
not brought to judgment for condem- 
nation; that is, they shall be covered 
over so fiur as God is coqcerned : — this^ 
passage means that under the influence 
of love, the sins of another shall be 
covered over so far as tue are concerned; 
that is, they shall be unobserved or 
forgiven. The language here used does 
not mean, as the Romanists maintain, 
that < charity shall procure us pardon 
for a multitude of sins ;' for, besides 
that such a doctrine is contrary to the 
uniform teachings of the Scriptures 
elsewhere, it is a departure from the 
obvious meaning of the passage. The 
tubjeet on which the apostle is treat- 
ing is the advantage of kve in our 
conduct towards others, and this he 
enforces by saying that it will make ub 
kind tp th^r imperfections, and lead us 
to overlook their faults. It is nowhere 
taught in the Scriptures thi^t our 

< qharity' to others will be an atonement 
or expiaiionfot our ov/n offences. If 
it could be so, the atonement made by 
Christ would have been unnecessary. 
Love, however, is of inestimable value 
in the treatment of others ; and imper- 
fect as we are, and liable to go astray, 
we all have occasion to ciist ourselves 
on the charity of our brethren, and to 
avail ourselves much and often of that 
<love which covers over a muUitttde 
of Bias.'. 

9. Vse hospitality one to another. 
On the duty of hospitality, see J^fotes 



9 Use hospitality ' one to an- 
other, without grudging. 

10 As every man hath received 



on Rom. xii. 13. Heb. ziii. 2. ^With^ 
out grudging. Gr., < without mur» 
•murs ;* that is, without complaining 
of the hardship of doing it; of the 
time, and expense, and trouble required 
in doing it. The idea of grudging, 
in the common sense of that word, that 
is, of doing it untvilUngly, or regret- 
ting the i^zpense, and considering it as 
illy-bestowed, or as not producing an 
equivalent of «ny kind, is not exactly 
the idea' here. It is that we are to do 
it without murmuring or complaining. 
It greatly enhancai the value of hos- 
pitality, that it be done on our part with 
entire cheerfulness. One of the duties 
involved in it is to.' make' a guest 
happy ; and this can be> done in no 
other way than by showing him. that 
be is welcome. . 

10. As every man hath received the 
gift. The word rendered the gift 
(xoifMffia)f in the Greek, without thd 
article, means endowment of any kind, 
but especially that conferred by the 
Holy Spirit. - Here it seems to refer to 
every kind of endowment by which we 
dan do good to others ; especially every 
kind of qualification ftimished by reli* 
gion by which we ^n help othen. It 
does not refer here particularly to the 
ministry of the word-— though it is ap- 
plicable to that, and includes that — but 
to all the gifts and graces by which we 
can contribute to the welfare of .others. 
All this is regarded as a gift, or cAo- 
rismOf oS God. It is not owing to 
ourselves, but is to be traced to him. 
See the^word explained in the Notes 
on 1 Tim. iv. 14. ir£ven so minister 
the same one to another. In any thing 
by which you can benefit another. 
Regard what you have and they have 
not as a gift bestowed upon you by 
God for the common good, and be 
ready to impart it .as the wants of othen 
require. - The word minister here 
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" the gift, even $o minister the 
same one to another, as good 
stewards ^ of the manifold grace 
of God. 

11 If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God; if 

• Bo. 13. 6^ b Lu. 13. 42. 



(^koMOi/ovvtsi) would refer to any kind 
of minbtering, whether by counsel, by 
adviee, by the supply of the wants of 
the poor, or by preaching. It has here 
no reference to any one of these exclu- 
aively, but means that in whatever God 
has favoured us more than others, we 
should be ready to minister to their 
wants. See .2 Tim. i. 18. ^ Cor. liL 3; 
viii. 19, 20. IT As good stewards. Re- 
garding y ourselveaas the mere stewards 
of God ; that is, as appointed by him 
to do this work for him, and entruifted 
by him with, what is needful to benefit 
others. He intends to do them good, 
but he means to do it through your in- 
strumentality, and has entrusted to you 
as a steward what he designed to con- 
fer on them. This' is the true idea, 
in respect to any special -endowments 
of talent, property, or grace, which 
we may have received from God. 
Comp. Notes on I Cor. iv. I, 2. Luke 
xvi. 1, 2, 8. IT Of the manifold grace 
of God. The grace or favour of God 
evinced in many ways, or by a variety 
of gifts. His favours are not com- 
fined to one single thing ; as, for ex- 
ample, to talent fo.r doing good by 
preaching, but are extended to a great 
many things by which we may do good 
to others — ^influence, property, reputa- 
tion, wisdom, experience. All these 
are to, be regarded as his gifts ; all to be 
employed in doing good to others as we 
have opportunity. 

\\. If any. man speak. As a 
preacher, referring here particularly to 
the office of the ministry. IT Let him 
speak as the oracles of God. As the 
oracles of God speak ; to wit, in accord- 
Muce with the truth which God has re- 



any man minister, lei him do it 
as of the ability which God giv- 
eth : jthat God in all "" things may 
be fflorified through Jesus Christ ; 
to '^whora be praLse an^ domi- 
nion for, ever and ever. Amen 



1 Ck>. 10. 31. 
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vealed, and with an impressive sense 
of the responsibility of delivering a 
message from Him. The word .ren- 
dered OKOcles (xoyiov)» means properly 
something spoken or uttered; then 
any thing uttered by God — a divine 
communication; a revelation. Sde 
Notes on Rom. iii. 2. Heb. y. 12. See 
the general duty here inculcated, illufr* 
trated at length in ihe Notes on Rom. 
zii. 6 — 8. The passage here has' a 
strong resemblance to the one in 
Romans. .^^ If any man minister 
(Staacovit)' This may refer either, so 
hr as the toord is concerned, to the 
office of a deacon, or to oAy service 
which one renders to another. See 
ver. 10. The word commonly refers 
to service in general $ to attendance on 
another, or \o aid rendered to another ; 
to the distribution of alms, 6cc. It 
seems probable that the word here does 
not refer to the office of a deacon as 
such, because the peculiarity of that 
office was to take charge of the poor 
of the church, and ojf the funds pro- 
vided for them (see Acts vi. 2, 3) ; but 
the apostle here says that they to whom 
he referred should < minister as of the 
ability which God giveth,* which seems 
to imply that it was rather to distribute 
what was, their own, than what was 
committed to them by the church. 
The word miiy refer to any aid which 
we render to others in the church, 
as distributing alms, attending on the 
sick, &,c. Comp. Notes on Rom. xii. 
7, 8. IT As of the ability which God 
giveih. In regard to property, talent, 
strength, influence, &c. This iii the 
limit of all obligation. No one is 
bound to go beyond, bis ability ; every 
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12 Belored, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery ' 
trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing hap- 
pened unto you : 

13 But rejoice, ^ inasmuch as 

• 1 Co. 3. 13. » Ja. 1. 2. 
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ye are partakers of Christ's suf- 
ferings; that, when * his glory 
shjall he revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy. 

14 If '' ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are 

«2Ti.2.12. tf Mat. 5.1]. 



one is required to come up to it Comp. 
Mark xiv. 8. Luke zvii. 10. t TTud 
God in all things may be glorified. 
That he may be honoured ; to wit, by 
our doing all the good we-can to others, 
and thus showing the power of his re- 
ligion. See Notes on 1 Cor. x. 31. 
Y Through Jesus Christ, That is, ^ 
the medium through whom all those 
holy influences come by which God is 
honoured, t ^ ichom. That is, to 
God, for he is the main subject of the 
sentence. The apostle says that in all 
things he is to be glorified by us, and 
then adds in this doxotogy that ho is 
tuorthy to be thus honoured. Comp. 
Rev. i. 6. Notes on 2 Tim. it. 18.' 
Many, however, suppose that the refer- 
ence here is to the Son of God. That 
it would be true of him, and appro- 
priate, see Notes on Rom. ix. 6. 

12. Beloved, think it not strange. 
Do not consider it as any thing which 
you had no reason to expect ; as any 
thing which may not happen to others 
also, t Concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you. Referring, doubt- 
less, to some severe persecution which 
was then impending. We have, not 
the means of determining precisely 
what this was. The word rendered 
fi&ry trial (^vpwcrtj) occurs only here 
and in Rev. xviii. 9, 18; in both of 
which latter places it is rendered burn- 
ing. It means properly a being on 
fire, burning, eonfiagration ; and then 
any severe trial. It cannot be de- 
monstrated from this word that they 
were literally to suffer by fire, but it 
is clear that some heavy calamity was 
before them. IT As though some strange 
thing happened unto you. Something 



unusual; something which did not 
occur to others. 

13. But rg'oice, inasmuch as ye etre 
partakers of Chrisfs sufferings, liiat 
is, sufferings of the same kind that he 
endured, and inflicted for the same 
reasons. Comp. Col. i. 24. Xames i. 2. 
Notes on Matt.' v. 12. The meaning 
here is, that they were to regard it as a 
matter of rejoicing that they were iden- 
tified with Christ, even in «ii£fering. 
See this sentiment illustrated at length 
in the Notes on Phil. iii. 10. IT Thai 
when his glory shall be revealed. At 
the day of judgment See Notes on 
Matt. xxiv. 30. IT Ye may be glad 
also^^ith exceeding Joy. Being^ ad- 
mitted to the rewards which he will 
then confer on his people. Comp. 1 
Thess. ii. 19. Every good man will 
have joy when, immediately at death, 
he is received into the presence of his 
Saviour ; but his joy will be complete 
only when, in the presence of assembled 
woiids, he shall hear the sentence which 
shall confirm him in happiness for 
ever. 

14. If ye be reproached far the 
name of Christ, happy are ye. That 
is, in his cause, or on his account See 
Notes on Matt v. 11. The sense of 
the word happy here is the same as 
blessed in Matt. v. 3, 4, 5, dec. It 
means that they were to regard their 
condition' or lot as a blessed oqe; not 
that they would find personal and posi- 
tive enjoyment on being reproached 
and vilified. It would be a blessed 
condition because it would be like that 
of their Saviour ; would show that they 
were his friends ; would be accompa- 
nied with rich spiritual influenices in 



A.D.60.] 



CHAPTER IV. 



339 



ye ; for the spirit of glory and 
of God resteth upon you: on 
their part he is evil spoken of, 
but on your part he is glorified. 
15 But let none of you suffer 



the present world ; and would be fol- 
lowed by the rewards of heaven« IT For 
the 8jnrit of glory and of God resteik 
upon you. The glorious and divine 
Spirit There is no doubt thkf there is 
reference here to the Holy Spirit, and 
the nxeaning is, that they might expect 
that that Spirit would rest upon them, 
or abide with them if they were perse* 
cQted for the cause of Christ There 
may be some aliosion here, in the lan- 
guage, to the fact that the Spirit of God 
descended and abode on the Saviour at 
his baptism (John i. 33) ; and, in like 
manner, they might hope. to have the 
same Spirit resting on them. The es- 
sentiftl ides is,, that, if they were called 
to sutfer in the cause of the Redeemer, 
they would not be left or forsaken. 
They might hope that God would im- 
part Lis Spirit to them in proportion^ to 
their sttfieriogs in behalf of religion, 
and that they would have augmented 
joy and peace. This is doubtless the 
case with those who sufl^r persecution, 
and this is the secret reason why they 
are so sustained in their trials. Their 
persecutions are made the reason ef a 
much more copious effusion of the 
Spirit on their souls. The same prin- 
ciple iippKes, doubtless, to all the forms 
of trial which the children of God pass 
through ; and in nckness, bereavement* 
loss of property, disappointment in 
their worldly plans, and death .itself,, 
they may hope that larger measures of 
the Spirit's influences will rest upon 
them. Hence it is often gain to the 
believer, to suffer. IT On their part* 
So fu as they are eoncemed ; or by 
them. ^ He 18 evil tpoken of. 
That is, the Holy Spirit They only 
biatpheme him (Greek) ; ihey re- 
proach his sacred influences by their 
treatment of you and yoor religion. 
^But on your part he ia glorified. 



as t murderer, or as a thief, or 
as an evil-doer, or as a busy- 
body in other men's matters. 

16 Yet if cmy man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed ; 



By your nianner of speaking -of him, 
and by the honour done to him in the 
patience evinced in your trials, and in 
your purity of life. 

15. But let none of you suffer aa a 
murderer. If you must be called to 
suffer, see that it be not for crime. 
Comp. Notes on ch. iii. 14, 17. They 
were to be careful that their sufferings 
were brought upon them only in con- 
sequence of their religion, and not be- 
cause any crime could be laid to their 
charge. If even such charges were 
brought against them, there should be 
no pretext, furnished for them by their 
Irves. ^Aa an toii-doer. As a wick- 
ed man; or as guilty >of injustice and 
wrong towards others. ^ Or aa a 
huay^body in other men'a maf/era. 
The Greek word here used ^bjiofpM- 
tytitf909tof) occura nowhere:ej«e in the 
New Testamient • It means, properly, 
an inspector of strange things, or of the 
things of others. Prof. Robinson (Lex.) 
4iUppoees that the word may refef to 
one who is • a director of heathenism ;' 
1)ut the more obvious signification, and 
the one commonly adapted, is that 
which occurs in oin treiislatton — one 
who buaiea himaelf with what does not 
eoneem him/ that^is, one who pries 
into the affairs df another; who at- 
tempts to control or direct them as if 
they were his own. In respect to the 
vice here condemned, see the Notes on 
Ptiil. it 4. Comp. S These, iii. 11, and 
1 Tim. V. 13. 

16. Yet if any man auffer aa a 
Christian, Because he is a Christian ; 
if he is pertocuted on account of his 
religion. This was often done, and 
they had reason to expect that it might 
occur in their own case. Comp. Notes 
on ch. iii. 17. On the import of the 
word Chriatitm, and the reasons why 
the name was given to the disciples of 



but let him glorify God on this 
behalf. 
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17 For the time is come that 
judgment must begin ' at the 
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the Lord Jesos, gee Notes on Acts xi. 
36. ^ Lei him not be ashamed. (1.) 
Ashamed of religion eo as to refuse to 
suffer on account of it (2.) Asbamed 
that he ia despised and maltreated. He 
is to regard his religion as every way 
honourable, and all that 'fairly resulto 
from it in time and eternity as in every 
respect desirable. He is not to be asham^ 
ed to be called a Christian ; he is not to 
be ashamed of the doctrines taught by 
his religion ; he is not to be ashamed 
of the Saviour whom he professes to 
love ; he is not to be ashamed of the 
society and fellowship of those who are 
true ChriBtians, pow and despised 
though th^ may be ; he is not to be 
ashamed to perform any of the duties 
demanded by his religion ; he is not to 
be ashamed to have his name cfist out, 
and hitaiself subjected to reproach and 
scorn. A man should b^ ashamed only 
of that which, is wrong. He should 
glory in that which is ri^ht> whatever 
may, be the consequences to liimself. 
Christians now, though not subjected 
to open persecution, are frequently re- 
proached by the world on account of 
their religion; and though the rack 
may not be employed, and the fires of 
martyrdom are not enkindled, yet it is 
often true that one who is a believer is 
called to * suffer as a Christian.' He 
may be reviled and despised. His 
views may be regarded as bigoted, nar« 
row, severe. Opprobrious epithets, on 
account of his opinions, may be applied 
to him. His former friends and com- 
panions may leave^him because he. has 
become a Christian. A wicked fathel-, 
or a gay and woddly mother, may op- 
pose a child, or a husband, may revile 
a wife, on.aceount of their religion. In 
all Uiese cases, the same spirit essen- 
tially is required which was enjoined 
on the early Christian martyrs. We 



whatever results may follow from our 
attachment to it. Comp. Notes on 
Rom. i. 16. IT But let him glorify 
God on this behalf. Let him praise 
God that he is deemed not unworthy 
to puffer in such a cause. It is a mat- 
ter of thankfulness (1.) that they may 
have this evidence that they are 4rue 
Christians ; (2.) that they may desire 
the advantages which may result from 
suffering as Christ did, and in his 
cause. See Notes, on Acts v.> 41, 
where the sentiment -here expressed is 
fully illustrated. Comp. Notes on PhiL 
iii. 10. Col. i. 24. 

17. For the time is come. That is, 
this is now to be expected. There is 
reason to think that this trial will now 
occur, and there is a propriety that it 
should be made. Probably the apos- 
tle referred to some indications then 
apparent that this was about to t»ke 
plaoe. IT That judgment mttsi begin. 
The yvord judgment here (xatfuk) seems 
to mean the severe trial which would 
determine character. It refers to such 
calainities as would settle the question 
whether there was any religion, or 
. would test the value of that which was 
professed. It was to * begin* at the 
house of God, or be applied to the 
church first, in order that the nature 
and worth of religion might be seen. 
The reference is, doubtless, to some 
fearful calamity which would primarily 
fall on the < house of God ;' 4hat is, to 
some form of persecution which was to 
be let loose upon the church-. ^ At the 
house of God. Benson, Bloomfield, 
and many others, suppose that this re- 
fers to the Jewit and to the calamities 
that were to^ come around the temple 
and the holy city about to be destroyed. 
But the more obvious reference is to 
Christiana, spoken of < as the house or 
family of God. There is probably in 



axe never to be aahluned of our religion, [the language here an allusion to Ezek. 
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house of God : and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end 
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iz. 6 : " Slay utterly old and young, 
both maids, and little children, and wo- 
men; and begin at my tancfuary" 
Comp. Jer. xiv. 29. But the language 
used here hy the apostle does not denote 
literally the temple, or the Jews, but 
those whiTwere in his time regarded as 
the people of God — Christians — the 
church. So the phrase (m'»iyn'3) 
house of Jehovah, if used to denote 
the family or people of God. Num. 
xii. 7. Hos. viiu 1. Comp. also 1 Tiro, 
iii. 15, and the Note on that verse. 
The sense here is, therefore, that the 
series of calamities referred to were to 
commence with the church, or were to 
come first upon the people of God. 
Schoettg'en here aptly quotes a passage 
from the writings of the Rabbins: 
< Punishments neyer come into the 
world u^ess the wicked are in it ; but 
they do not begin unless they com- 
mence first with the righteous.' IT And 
if it first begin at us, what shall the. 
end be of them that obey not the gos- 
pel of God? If God brings such trials 
upon us who have obeyed his gospel, 
what have we not reason to suppose he. 
will bring upon those who are yet in 
their sinsi And if we are selected first 
as the objects of this visitation ; if there 
is that in us which requires such a 
method of dealing, what are we to pup- 
pose will occur in the end with those 
who make no pretensions to religion, 
but are yet living in open tfansgres- 
sion 1 The sentiment is, that if God 
deals thu9 strictly with his people ; if 
there is that in them which makes the 
visitations of his judgment proper on 
them, there is a certainty that they 
who are not his people, but who live in 
iniquity, will in the end be overwhelmed 
with the tokens of severer wrath. Their 
punishment hereafter will be certaifi; 
and who can tell what will be the 



be of them that obey not the 
gospel of God ? 

18 And if ' the righteous 



measure of its severity 1 Every wicked 
man when he sees the trials which God 
brings upon his own people, should 
tremble under the apprehension of the 
deeper calamity which will hereafter 
come upon himself. We may remark 
(1.) that the judgments which God brings 
upon his own people- make it certain 
that the wicked will be punished.' If 
he does not spare his own people, why 
should he spare others? (2.) Tfaa 
punishment of the wicked is merely 
delayed. It begins at the house of 
God; Christians are tried, and ate re- 
called from their wanderings, and are 
prepared by discipline for the heavenly 
world. The punishment of the wicked 
is often delayed to a future world, and 
in this life they have almost uninter- 
rupted prosperity, but in the end it will 
be certain. See P8.'lxxiii. 1—19. The 
punishment will come in the end. It 
.cannot be eroded. Sooner or later jus- 
tice requires that &e wicked should be 
visited with the expressions of divine 
displeasure on account of sin, aiid in 
the future world there will be ample 
time for the infliction of all the punish- 
ment which they deserve. 

}8. And if the righteous scarcely 
be saved. If they are saved with diffir 
cutty. The word here used (jttoX&;) 
occurs in the following places: Acta 
xiv. 18, sea/rce restrained they the 
people ; xxVii. 7, and scarce were come 
over against Cnidus; 8, and hardly 
passing it; 16, we had much work to 
come by the boat, literally, we were able 
unth difficulty to get the boat ; Rom. 
▼. 7, scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die ; and in the passage before us. 
The word implies that there is some 
difiiculty, or obstruction, so that the 
tKing came very near not to happen, 
or so.that there was much risk about it. 
Comp. Luke ziii. 31. The apostle in 
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scarcely be saved, where shall 



thia passage seems to have had his eye 
on a verse in Proverbs (xi. 31), and 
he has merely expanded apd illustrated 
it : « Behold, the righteous shall be re> 
compensed in the earth : much more the 
wicked and the sinner." By the ques- 
tion which he employs, he admits that 
the righteous are saved with difficulty, 
or that there are perils which jeopard 
their salvation, and which are of such 
a kind as to make it very near not to 
happen. They would indeed be saved, 
but it would be in such a. manner as to 
show that the circumstances were such 
as to render it, to human appearances, 
doubtful and problematical. This peril 
may have arisen from many circum- 
•tancea: (a) The difficulty of forming 
a plan of salvation, involving a degree 
of wisdom wholly beyond that of man, 
and of such a character that beforehand 
it would have been problematical and 
doubtful whether it could be. There 
was but one way in which it could be 
done. But what human wisdom coqld 
have devised that» or thought of it 1 
There was but one being who could 
save. But who would have supposed 
that the Son of God would have been 
willing to become a man, and to die on 
a cross to do it ? If he had been un- 
Ivilling to come and die, the righteous 
could not have been saved. (6) The 
difficuUy of bringing those who are 
saved to a willingness to accept of sal- 
vation. All were disposed alike to re-* 
ject it ; and there were many obstacles 
in the human hedrt, arising from pride, 
and selfishness, and unbelief, and the 
love of sin, which must be overcome 
before any would accept of the offer of 
mercy. There was but one agent who 
could overcome these things, and in- 
duce any of the race to embrace the 
gospel — the Holy Spirit. But who 
could have anticipated that the Spirit 
of God would have undertaken to re- 
new and sanctify the polluted human 



the ungodly and the sinner ap- 
pear ? 



heart ? Yet if he had failed, there 
could have- been no salvation for any. 
(c) The difficulty of keeping them 
from falling away amidst the tempta- 
tions and allurements of the world. 
Often it seems to be wholly doubtful 
whether those who have been converted 
toill ^ kept to eternal life. They have 
so little religion ; they yield so readily 
to temptation ; they conform so much 
to the world; t^ey haye so little 
strength to bear up under trials, that it 
seems as if there no power X6 preserve 
th6m and bring them to heaven. They 
are saved when they seemed almost 
ready ^ yield every thing, (d) The 
difficulty of rescuing them ^om the 
power of' the great enemy^ of souls. 
The adversary has vast power, and he 
means, if he can, to destroy those who 
are the children of God. Often they are 
in most imminent danger, and it seems 
to be a question of doubtful issue whe- 
ther they will not be entirely overoome, 
and perish. It is no small matter to 
rescue a soul from the dominion of 
Satan, and to bring it to heaven, so that 
it shall be eternally safe. Through the 
internal struggles and the outward con- 
flicts of life, it seems often a matter of 
doubt whether with all their effi)rt they 
vein be saved; and when they are 
saved they will feel that they have been 
rescued from thousands of dangers, and 
that there has been many a time when 
they have stpod on the very verge of 
ruin, and when, to human appearances, 
it was scarcely possible that they could 
be saved; T Where shall the ungod- 
ly and the sinner appear? What 
hope is there of their salvation ? The 
meaning is, that they would certainly 
perish; and the doctrine in the pas- 
sage is, that the fact that the righteous 
are saved with so much difficulty is 
proof that the wicked will not be saved 
at all. This follows, because (a) there 
is the same difficuUy in their salvation 
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19 Wherefore, let them that 
suffer according to the will of 
God, Qommit ' the keeping. of 

which there was in the salvation of 
those who became righteous ; the same 
difficulty arising from the tove of sin, 
the hardness of the heart, and the arts 
and power of the adversary. (6) No 
one can be saved without effort, and in 
fact the righteous are saved only by 
constant and strenuous effort oh their 
part But the wicked make no effort 
for their own salvation. They make 
use of ho means for it; they put forth 
no exertions to obtain it ; -they do not 
make it a part of theti plan of life. 
How then can they be saved? But 
whertw'iW they appear t I answer (a) 
they will appear somewhere. They 
win not cease to eiist when they pass 
away from this worid.^ Not one of them 
will be annihilated ; and though they 
vanish from the earth, and will be seen 
here no more> yet they will make their 
appearance in some other part of the 
oniverse.. (6) Th^ will appear at the 
judgmenUseat, as all others will, to re- 
ceive their sentence according to the 
deeds done in the body. It follows 
from this (1.) thkt the wicked vrill cer- 
tainly be destroyed. If the righteous 
ar« tearcely saved, \xovt can they be ? 
(2.) That thefB will be a state of future 
punishment, for this refers to what is 
to occur in the future world. (3.) That 
the punishment of the wicked will be 
eternal, for it is the opposite of what is 
meant by saved^ The time will never 
come wheii it will be said that they are 
eaved. But if so, their punishment 
muist be eternal. 

19. Wherefore^ lei tkem thai suffer 
according to the toill cf God. That is, 
who endure the kind of sufferings that 
3he by his Providence shall appoint. 
Comp. ch. iii. 17; iv. 15, 16. IT Com- 
mit the keeping of their souls to' him. 
Since theve is so much danger ; since 
there is no one else that can keep them ; 
aiid since he is a being so faithful, let 
20 



their souls to kim in well doing, 
as unto a faithful Creator. 
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them commit all their interesta to him. 
Comp. Ps. xxzvii. 6. The word souis 
here (4v^) is equivalent to themselves. 
They were to leave every thing in his 
hand, faithfully performing every duty, 
and not being anxious for the result. 
Y In toeWdoing. Constantly doing 
good, or seeking to perform every duty 
in a proper manner. Their business , 
was always to do right ; the result was 
to be left with God. A man who is 
engaged always in^ welt-doing, may 
safely commit all ■ bis interests to God. 
IT As unto a faithful Creator. God 
'may be trusted, or confided in, in all 
his attributes, and in all the relations 
which he sustains as Creator, Redeemer, 
Moral Governor, and JVidge. In these, 
and in all other respects, we may come 
before him with confidence, and pat 
unwavering trust in him. As Creator 
particularly; as one who has brought 
us, and all creatures, and things into 
being, we may be sure that he will be 
< faithful' to the design which he had 
in view, from that design he will 
never depart until it is fully accom- 
plished. He abandons no purpose 
which he has formed, and we may be 
assured that he Will faithfiilly 'pursue 
it to the end. As our Creator we may 
come to him, and look to him for his 
protection and care. He made us. He 
had a design in our creation. He so 
endowed us that we might live for 
ever, and so that we might honour and 
enjoy him. He did not create us that 
we might be miserable; nor does he 
wish that we should he. He formed 
us in such, a Way that, if we choose, 
we may be eternally happy. . In that 
path, in Which he has appointed us to 
go, if we pursue it, we may be sure of 
his aid and protection. If we really 
aim ' to accomplish the purposes for 
which we were made, we may be cer- 
tain that he will show himself to be a 
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THE elders which are among 
joa I exhort, who am also 
an elder, and a witness of the 



•faithful Crettor;' one in whom we 
may always confide. And even though 
we have wandered from him, and have 
long forgotten why we were made, and 
have loved and served the creature 
more than the Creator, we may b« sore 
if we will return to him that he will 
not forget .the design for which he ori- 
ginally made us. At our Creator we 
may still confide in him. Redeemed 
hy the blood of his Son, and jenewcd 
by his Spirit after the image of him 
who created us, we may still go to-him 
as our Creator, and may pray that even 
yet the high and noble ends for which 
we were made may be accomplished in 
us. Doing this, we shaU find him as 
true to that purpose as though we had 
never sinned. 

CHAPTER V. 

▲VAlTSia OF Tm CHAPTSB. 

This chapter embraces the (oliowing 
subjects: I. An exhortation to, the 
elders of the churches to be faithful to 
the flocks committed to their charge, 
vs. 1 — 4« n. An exhortation to the 
younger members of the church to 
evince all proper submission to those 
who were older ; to occupy the station 
in which they were placed with a be^ 
coming spirit, casting all their care on 
God. vs. 5 — 7. III. An exhortation 
to be sober and vigilant, in view of the 
dangers which beset them, and the arts, 
and power of their great adversary, the 
devil, and especially to bear with pa- 
tience the trials to which they were 
subjected, in common with their Chris- 
tian brethren elsewhere, vs. 8 — \ 1« IV. 
Salutations, vs. 12 — 14. 

l.^Tht elders which are amang. you 
I exhort. The word elder means pro- 
perly one who is old; but it is fre- 
quently used in the New Testament 
•» applicable to the officers of the 



sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory ' that shall 
be revealed : 

« Ro. 8. 17. 18. 

church; probably because aged persons 
were at first commonly appointed to 
these offices. See Notes on Acts xi. 30 ; 
ziv. 23 ; XV. 2. There is evidently an 
allusion here to the fact that such per- 
sons were selected on account of their 
age^ because in the following verses 
(4 eeq.) the apostle addresses particu- 
larly tlU younger. It is worthy of re- 
mark that he here refers only to one 
class of ministers. He does not speak 
of three < orders' of * bishops, priests, 
and deacons;' and the evidence from 
the passage here is quita strong that 
there loere no suchorders in the churches 
of Asia Minor, to which this epistle 
was directed. It is also worthy of re- 
mark that the word * exhort* is hers 
used. The language which Peter uses 
is not that of stem and arbitrary com- 
mand; it is that of kind and mild 
Christian exhortation. Comp. Notes 
on Philemon, 8, 9, 1 Who am also 
on elder. Gr., 'a fellow-presbyter' 
(<fvfjC9tpsa^i^)' .This word occurs 
nowhere else in the New' Testament 
It means that he was a co-presbyter 
with them ; and he makes this one of 
the grounds of his exhortation to them. 
He does not put it on the ground of his 
apostolical authority ; or urge it because 
he was the < vicegerent of Christ ;' or 
because he, was the head of the church ; 
or because he had any, pre-eminence 
over others in any way. Would he 
have u^d this language if he had been 
the < head of the church' on earth 1 
Would he if he supposed that the dis- 
tinction between apostles and other 
ministers was to be perpetuated? 
Would he if he believed that there were 
to be distinct orders of clergy ? The 
whole drift of this passage is adverse 
to such a supposition. ' ^ And a wit- 
ness to the sufferings of Christ. Peter 
was indeed a witness of the suflbrings 
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2 Feed ' the flock of God * 
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of Christ when on bis trial, and doubt- 
less also when he was scourged and 
mocked, and when he was crucified. 
AAer bis denial of his Lord, he wept 
bitterly^ and evidently then followed 
him to the place where be was cruci- 
fied, and, in compaay with others, ob- 
served with painful solicitude the last 
agonies of his Saviour. It is not, so 
far as I know, expressly said in the 
Gospels that Peter was present at the 
crucifixion of th^ Saviour, but it is 
said (Luke xziii. 49), that <«all his 
acquaintance, and the women that fol-^ 
lowed him from Galilee, stood afar o^, 
beholding these things," and nothing is 
more probable than that Peter was 
among them. 9is warm attachment 
to his Master, and his recent bitter re- 
pentance for having denied him, would 
lead him to follow him to the place of 
his death ; for after the painful act of 
denying him he would not be likely to 
expose himself to the charge of neglect, 
or of any want of love again. His 
own solemn declaration here makes it 
certain that he was present. He alludes 
to it now, evidently because it qualified 
him to exhorOhose whom he addressed. 
It would be natural to regard with pe- 
culiar respect one who had actually 
seen the Sayioujr in his last agony, and 
nothing would be more impressive than 
an exhortation falling from the lips of 
such a man. A son would be likely 
td listen with great respect to any sug- 
gestions which should be made by one 
who had seea his father or mother die. 
The impression which Peter had of 
that ^seene he woald desire to have 
transferred to those whom he ad- 
dressed, that by a lively view of the 
suffiirings of their Saviour they might 
be excited to fidelity in his cause. 
IT And a partaker of the glory that 
shall be revealed* Another reason to 
make his exhortation impressive and 
solemn. He felt that he was an heir 
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of life. He was about to partake of 
the glories of heaven. Looking for 
ward, as they did also, to the blessed 
world before him and them, he had a 
right to ^hort "them to the faithful per- 
formance of duty. Any one who is 
himself an heir of salvation may ap- 
propriately exhort his fellow-Christians 
to fidelity in the service of their com- 
mon Lord. 

2. Feed thefloek of God. Discharge 
the duties of a shepherd towards the 
flock. On the word feed, see Notes 
on John xxi. 16« It is a word which 
Peter would be likely to remember, 
from the solemn manner in which the 
injunction to perform the duty was 
laid on him by the Saviour. The di- 
rection means Co take such an oversight 
of the church as a shepherd is accus- 
tomed to take of his flock. See Notes 
on John x. 1 — 16. IT Which is among 
you, Marg., ae much as in you i». 
The translation in the text ts>the more 
correct It means the churches which 
were among them, or over which they 
were called to preside. IT Takir^ the 
oversight thereof— jyfttfaESKOvrccf The 
fair translation of this word is, </m- 
charging the episcopal office ; and the 
word implies all that is ever implied 
by the word bishop in the New Testa- 
ment This idea should have been 
expressed in the translation. The 
meaning is not merely to take the over' 
sights for that might be done in a 
subordinate sense by any one in office ^ 
but it is to take such an oversight as is 
implied in the episcopate, or by the 
word bishop. The words episeopcUe, 
^nscopal, and episcopacy, are merely 
the Greek word used here and its cor- 
relatives transferred to our language. 
The sense is that of overseeing ; taking 
the oversight of; looking after, as of a 
flock ; and the word has originally no 
reference to what is now spoken of cts 
peculiarly the episcopal office. It is a 
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oversight thereof, not by con- 
straint, but willingly; ' not for 
filthy lucre, ^ but of a ready 
mind ; 



word strictly applicable to any miniiter 
of religion, or officer of a church. In 
the passage before us- this duty was to 
be performed by those who, in ver. 1 
are called presbyters or ekUn ; and this 
is one of the fiumerous passages in the 
New Testament which prove that all 
that is properly implied in the per- 
formance of the episcopal functions 
pertained to those who. were called 
presbyters, or elders. If so, there was 
no higher grade of ministers to which 
the peculiar duties of the episcopate 
were to be entrusted; that is, ther« 
was no class of officers corresponding 
to those who are now called bishops, 
Comp. Notes on Acts xx. 28. 1 Not 
by constraint, but unllingly. Not as 
if you felt that a heavy yoke was im- 
posed on you, 6r a burden from which 
you would gladly-be discharged. Go 
cheerfully to your duty as a work which 
you love, and act Kke a freeman in it, 
and not as. a slave. Arduous as are 
the labours of the -ministry, yet there 
is no work on earth. in whjich a man 
can and should labour more cheerfully. 
IT Not for filthy lucre. Shameful or 
dishonourable gain. Notes, 1 Tim. 
iii. 3. Y But of a ready mind. Cheer- 
fully, promptly. We aro to labour in 
this work not under the influence of 
the desire of gain, but fromlhe prompt- 
ings of love. There is all the differ- 
ence conceivable between one who does 
a thing because he is paid for it, and 
one who does it from /ove— between, 
for example, the manner m which one 
attends on us-when we are sidt who 
loves us, and one who is merely hired 
to do it. Such a difference is there in 
the spirit with which one who is actu- 
ated by mercenary motives, and one 
w*hoso heart is in the work, will «n- 
frage in the ministry. 



3 Neither as * being lords over 
God's heritage, but being ensam- 
ples "" to the flock. 

alCcS. 17. 
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3. Neither as ^ng lords, Marg., 
overruling. The word here used (xa- 
f ouevptevw) ie rendered -exercise domi" 
nion over, in -MatL xx. 25; exercise 
lordship over, in Mark x. 42; and 
overcame, in Acts xix.l6. It does not 
elsewhere occur in the New Testament 
It refers properly to that kind of juris- 
diction whidh civil rulers or magistrates 
exercise. This is an exercise of autho- 
rity, as contradistinguished from the 
influence of reoson, persuasion, and 
exdimple. The latter pertains to the 
ministers of religion ; the former is for- 
bidden to them. Their dominion ia 
not to be that of temporal lordship ; it 
is to be that of 'love and truth. This 
command would prohibit all assump- 
tion of tempond power by the ministers 
of religion, and all conferring of titles 
of nobility oq those who are preachers 
of the gospel It needs scarcely to be 
said that it has been very little regarded 
in the church. IT Over God's heritage 
— tw xkripuuf' Vulgate, tn'cibm — over 
the clergy. The Greek word ^ here 
(xnSjpoi — kieroe) is that from which 
the word clergy has been 'derived ; and 
some have interpreted it liere as refer- 
ring to the clergy, that is, to priests 
and deacons who are under the autho- 
rity of a bishop. Such an interpreta- 
tion, however, would hardly be adopted 
now. The word means, properly, (a) 
a lot, die, any thing used ib determin- 
ing d^ances; (b) a part, or portion, 
such as is assigned by lot; henoe (c) 
an office to which one is designated, 
or appointed by Ipt or otherwise ; and 
(d) in general any possession or heri- 
tage. Acts xxvi. 18. Col. i. 12. The 
meaning here is, < not lording it over 
the possessions or the heritage of God. 
The reference is, undoubtedly, to the 
church, as that which is peculiarly his 
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4 And when the chief* Shep- 
herd shall appear, ye shall re^ 
ceive a crown * of glory that 
fadeth not away. 

aHe. laao. (Sin. 4. a 



property ; his own in the world. Whit- 
by and others 'suppose that it refers 
to the possessions or property of the 
church; Doddridge explains it — 'not 
assuming dominion over those ^ho 
fall to ydor let/ supposing it to mean 
that they were not to domineer over 
the particular congregations commit- 
ted b^ Providence to their care. But 
the other interpretation is most in ac- 
cordance with the usual meaning of 
the word. 1 But being ensamples to 
theflotk. Examples. See Notes on 
1. Tim. iv. 12. Peter has drawn here 
with great beauty the appropriate cha- 
racter of the ministers of the gospeV, 
and described the spirit with which 
they should be actuated in the discharge 
of the duties of their office^ But 
how different it b from the character 
of many who have claimed to be 
ministers of religion; and especially 
how diiSerent from that corrupt com- 
munion which professes in a special 
manner to recognise Peter as the head, 
and the vicegerent of Christ. It is 
well remarked by Benson on this pas- 
sage, that «ahe church of Rome could 
not well have acted more directly con- 
trary to this injunction of St. Peter's, 
if she had studied to disobey it, and to 
form herself upon a rute that should 
be the reverse of this." 

4. And when the chief Sh^herd 
shall appear. The prince of the pas- 
tors— ^the Lord Jesus Christ. « Peter, 
in the passage above, ranks himself 
with the elders; here he ranks Christ 
himself with the^^o^^orx.' Benson. See 
Notes on ch. ii. 25. Comp.' Heb. ziii. 
20. t Yc shall receive a crown of 
glory. A glorious crown or diadem. 
Comp. Notes on 2 Tim. iv. 8. t That 
fadeth not away. This is essentially 
the same word, though somewhat dif- 
20* 



5 Likewise, ye yonnger, sub- 
mit yoinrselTes unto the elder: 
yea, all * of you be subject one 
to another, and be clothed with 

c Ep. 5. SI. 



ferent in form, which occurs in ch. i. 4, 
See Notes on that verse. The word 
occurs nowhere else in the New Tes- 
tament Comp. Notes on 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
5. Likewise, ye younger. All 
younger persons of either sex. IT Suh^ 
mit yourselves to the elder. That is, 
with the respect due to their age, and 
to the offices which they sustain. There 
is here, probably, a particiilar refer- 
ence to those who sustained the office 
of elders or teachers, as the same 
word is used here which occurs in ver. 
1. As there was an allusion in that 
verse, by the use of the word, to o^e, 
so there is in this verse to the fact 
thfit they sustained an office- in the 
church. The general duty, however, 
is here implied, bs it is everywhere in 
the Bible, that all suitable respect is to 
be shown to the aged. Comp. Lev. 
xix. 32. 1 Tim. v. 1. Acts xxiii. 4. 
2 Pet. ii. d. if Yea, ail of you be sttb- 
fiet one to another. In your proper 
ranks and relations. You are not to 
attempt to lord it over one another, but 
are to treat each other with deference 
and respect. See Notes, Eph. v, 21. 
Phil: ii. 3. f And be clothed with 
humility. The wbfd here rendered 
be clothed (i^ofi^ooiitu) occurs no- 
where else in the New Testament. It 
is derived from xof^o^ — ^a strip, string, 
or loop to fasten a garment ; and then 
the word refers to a garment that was 
fastened with strings. The word iyxofjir 
^fM {egkomboma)^ refers particularly 
to a lolig white apron, or outer gar- 
ment that was commonly worn by 
slaves. See Rob. Lex. Paisow, Lex. 
There is, therefore, peculiar force in 
the use of this word here, as denoting 
an humble miod. they were to be 
willing to take any place, and to per- 
form any office, however humble, in 



S84 



I. PETER. 



[A. D. eo. 



humility : for God * resisteth the 

Eroudy and gi?eth grace to the 
umble. 
6 Humble * yourselves there- 

aJa.4.(i. »Is.57. 15. eFB.55.22. 



order to serve and benefit others. They 
were not to assui^e a style and dignity 
of state and authority, as if they would 
lord 'it over .others, or as if they were 
better than others: but they were to 
b9 willing to occupy any station, how- 
ever humble, by which they might ho- 
nour God. It is known that not a few 
of the early Christians actually sold 
themselves as slaves, in order that they 
might preach the gospel to those w|io 
were ia bondage. The sense here is, 
they were to put on humility as a gar- 
ment bound fast to them, as a servant 
bound fast to him the apron that was 
significant of his station. Gomp. Col. 
iii. 13. It is not unusunl in the Scrip- 
tures, as well as in other writings, to 
compare the virtues with articles of 
apparel; as that with which we are 
clothed, or in which we are seen by 
others. Comp. Isa. xi. 5; lix. 17. 
IT For God resUteth the proud, ^, 
This passage is quoted from the Greek 
translation in Prov. iii. 34. See it ex- 
plained in the Notes on James iv. 6. 
where it is also quoted. 

6. Humble, your selves therefore* Be 
willing to take a low place— ta place 
st^h as becomes you. Do not arrogate 
to yourselves what does not belong to 
you; do not evince pride and haughti-- 
ness in your manner; do not exalt 
yourselves above others. See Notes 
on Luke xiv. 7 — 11. Comp. Prov. xv. 
33; xviiL 12.; xxii. 4. Mic vi. 8. 
Phil. ii. "S. Y Under the mighty hand 
of God. This refers probably to the 
calamities which he had brought upon 
them, or was about to bring upon them ; 
represented here, as often elsewhere, as 
the infliction of his hand — the hand 
being that by which we accomplish any 
thing. When that hand was upon 



fore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exsdt you in 
due time : 

7 Casting * all your care upon 
him, for he careth for you. 



them they were not to be lifted up with 
pride and with a spirit of rebellion, but 
were to take a lowly place before him, 
and submit to him with a calm mind, 
believing that he would exalt them in 
due time. There is no situation in 
which one will be more likely to feel 
humility than in scenes of ajflUction. 
1 That he may exalt you in due time. 
When he shall see it to be a proper 
time. (1.) They might be assured 
that this would be done at some time. 
He would not always leave them in 
th)s low and depressed condition. He 
would take off his heavy hand, and 
raise them up from their state of sad- 
ness and suffering. (2.) This would 
be in due time; that is, in the proper 
time, in the best time, (a) It might 
be in the present life. (6) It would 
certainly be in the world to come. 
There they would be exalted to honours 
which will be. more than an equivar 
lent for all the persecution, poverty, 
and contempt which are suffered in 
(his world. He may well afford to be 
humble here v{ho is to be exalted to a 
throne in heaven. 

7. Casting all your care upon him* 
Comp. Ps. Iv. 22, from whence this 
passage was probably taken. <« Cast 
thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee; he shall never suf> 
fer the righteous to be" moved." Comp. 
for a similar sentiment. Matt vi. 25— 
30. The meaning is, that we «re to 
commit our whole cause to him. If 
we suffer heavy trials ; if we lose our 
friends, health, or property ; if we have 
arduous and responsible duties to per- 
form; if we feel that we have no 
strength, and are in danger pf being 
crushed by what is laid upon us, we 
may go and cast all upon the Lord; 
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8 Be sober, be Tigilant; be- cause your adversary the devil. 



that is, we may look to him for grace 
and streDgth, and feel assured that he 
will enable us to sustain all that i» laid 
upon, us. The relief in the case vrilt 
be as real, and as full of consolation, 
aa if he took the burden and bore it 
himself. He will enable U9 to bear 
with ease wbat we supposed we^could 
never have done ; and the burden which 
he lays upon us will be light. Matt. xi. 
30. Comp. Notes, Phil. iv. 6, 7. 1 For 
he tareih for you. Notes, Matt. x. 
29 — 31. He is not like the gods wor- 
shipped by many of the heathen, who 
were supposed to be so exalted, and so 
distant, that they did not interest them- 
selves in human affairs, but he conde- 
scends to regard the wants of the mean- 
est of his creatures. It is^one of the 
glodous attributes of the true God that 
he can and wiU thus notice the wants 
of the mean as well as the mighty; 
and one of the richest of -tM consola- 
tions when we are afflicted, and are 
despised by the world, is the thought 
that we are not forgotten by our hea- 
venly Father. He who remembers the 
falling sparrow, and who hears the 
young ravens when they cry, will not 
be unmindful of us. " Tet the Lord 
thinkeihon me,'\vras the consolation 
of David, when he felt that he was 
« poor and needy." Ps. xl. 17. " When 
my father and my mother forsake me, 
then the Lord will take me up." Ps. 
xxvii. 10. Comp. Isa. ziix. 15. What 
more can one wish than to be permitted 
to feel that the great and merciful Je- 
hovah thinks on him ? What are we ; 
what have we Hone, that should be 
worthy of such condescension 1 Re- 
member, poor, despised, afflicted child 
of God, that you will never be forgoU 
ten. Friends on earth, the great, the 
gay, the noble, the rich, may forget 
you ; God never will. Remember that 
you will never be entirely neglected. 
Father, mother, neighbour, friend ; 
those whom you have loved, and those 



to whom you have done good, may 
neglect you, but God never will. You 
may become poor, and they may pass 
by you ; you may lose your office, and 
flatterers may no longer throng your 
path ; your beauty may fade, and your 
admirers may leave you; you may 
grow old, &nd be infirm, and appear to 
be useless in the world, and no one 
may seem to care for you ; but it is 
not thus with the God whom you serve. 
When he loves, he always loves ; if he 
regarded you with favour when you 
were rich, he will not forget you when 
you are poor; he who Ival^hed over 
you with a parent's care in the bloom 
of youth, will not cast you off when 
you are *oId and gray-headed.' Ps. 
jxxi. 18^ If we are what we should 
be, we shall never be without a friend 
as long as there is a God. 

8. Be sober. . While you cast your 
cares upon God, and have no anxiety 
on that score, let your solicitude be 
directed to another point. Do not 
doubt that he is able and willing 
to support and befriend you, but be 
watchful against your foes. See the 
word used here fully explained in the 
Notes on 1 Thesa. y. 6. IT Be vigi- 
lant. This word (ypjfyopiw) is every- 
where else in the New Testament ren- 
dered watch. See Matt xxiv. 42, 43 ; 
XXV. 13 ; xxvi, 3S, 40, 41. It means 
that we should exercise careful circum- 
spection, as one does jnrhen ha is in 
danger. In reference to the matter 
here' referred to, it means that we are 
to be on our guard against the wiles 
and the power of the evil one. IT Your 
adversary the devil. Your .enemy ; he 
who is opposed to you. Satan opposes 
man in his„best interests. He resists 
his efforts to do good ; his purposes to 
return to God ; his attempts to secure 
his own salvation. There is no more 
appropriate appellation that can be 
given to him than to say that he resists 
all qur efforts to obey God and^ to se- 
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as * a roaring lion, walketh a'bout, 
seeking whom he may devour : 
9 Whom resist, ^ stedfast in 

• Re. 19. 13. b Ja. 4. 7. 



cure the salvation of oar own souls. 
^ As a roaring lion, Comp. Rev. xii. 
12. Sometimes Satan is represented 
as transforming himself into an angel 
of light (see Notes on 2 Cor. xi. 14) ; 
and sometimes, as here, as a roaring 
lion; denoting the efibrts which he 
makes to alarm and overpower us. 
The lion here is not the crouching lion 
^tbe lion stealthfully creeping towards 
his foe — ^but it is the raging monarch 
of the woodd, who by his terrible roar 
would intimidate all so that they might 
s become an easy prey. The particular 
thing referred to here, doubtless, is^er- 
secutionf resembling in its terrors a 
roaring lion. When etror comes in ; 
when seductive arts abound ; when the 
world allures and ^charms, the repre- 
sentation of the character of the foe is 
not of the roaring' lion, but of the silent 
influence of An enemy that has clothed 
himself in the garb of an angel of light. 
2 Cor. xi. 14. 1 Walketh abqut, seek- 
ing whom he may devour, " Natural- 
ists have observed that a lion roars 
when he is roused with hunger, for 
then he is tnost fierce, and most eagerly 
seeks his prey. See Judg. xiv. 5. Ps. 
xxii. 13. Jer. ii. 15. £zek. xxii. 25. 
Hos. xi. 10. Zeph. iii. 3. Zech. xi. 3." 
Benson. 

9. Whom resist. See Notes, James 
iv. 7. You are in no instance to yield 
to him, but are in all forms to stand 
up and oppose him. Feeble in your- 
selves, you are to confide in the arm 
of God. No matter iii what form of 
terror he approaches, you are to fight 
manfully the fight of faith. Comp. 
Notes^on Eph. vi. 10—17. ^Stedfast 
in the faith. Confiding in God. You 
are to rely on him alone, and the means 
of successful resistance are Xo be found 
in the resources of faith. See Notes 
on Eph. vL 16. ^ Knowing that tke 



the faith, Icnowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in 
your brethren that are Ja the 
world. 



same afflitiions are accomplished in 
your brethren that are in the_ world, 
Comp. for a similar sentiment, 1 Cor. 
X. 1 3. The meaning is, that you should 
be encouraged to endure your trials by 
the fact that ^y OUT fellow - Christians 
suffer >the same things. This consider- 
ation might furnish consolation to them 
in their trials in the following ways : 
(1. 3" They would feel that they were 
suffering only the common lot of Chris- 
tians. There v^as no evidence that 
God was peculiarly angry with them, 
or that he had Jn a peculiar manner 
forsaken them. (2.) The fact that 
others were enablea to bear their trials 
should be an argument to prove to 
them that they would -also be able. If 
they looked abroad, and saw that others 
weriB sustained, and were brought off 
triumphant, they might be assured that 
this would be the case with them. (3.) 
There would be the support derived 
from the fact that they were not alone 
in suffering. We can bear pain more 
easily if we feel that we are not alone 
— that it is the common lot — that we 
are in circumstances where we may 
have sympathy from others. This re- 
mark may be of great practical value 
to us in view of persecutions, trials, 
and death. The consideration sug- 
gested here by Peter to sustain those 
whom he addressed, in the trials of 
persecution, may be applied now to 
sustain and comfort us in every form 
of apprehended or real calamity. ,W6 
are all liable to suffering. We are 
exposed to sickness, bereavement, death. 
We often feel as if we could not bear 
up under the sufferings that may be 
b«^re U8» and especially do we dread 
the great trial — -sxatb. It may fiii^ 
niah us some support and consolation 
to remenber (I.) That this is the com- 
moa lot of men. TIftre is nothiiig 
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10 But the God of all grace, 
who bath called us unto his eter- 
nal glory by Christ Jesus, after 

• 3C0.4.16. »He. 13.81. eSTli.aa 

pecaliar in oar. case. It proves nothing 
as to the question whether we are ac- 
oepled of God, and are beloved by him, 
that we suffer, for those whom he has 
loved most have been often among the 
greatest uaSaen, We often think that 
our sttfibrings are pecaliar ; that there 
have been none \ik0 them. Yet, if we 
knew all, we should find that thousands 
.-—end among them the most wise, and 
pure, and good — have endured sufier- 
ings of the same kind as ours, and 
perhaps far more intense in degree. 
(2.)- Others have been conveyed tri- 
umphantly through their trials. We 
have reason to hope and to believe that 
we shall also, for (a) our trials are no 
greater than theirs have been ; and (b) 
their natural strength was no greater 
than our& Many«of them were timid, 
and shrinking, and trembling, and felt 
that they had no strength, and that 
they should fisul under the trial. (3.) 
The .grace which eustained them can 
sustain us. The hand of God is not 
shortened that it cannot save. His 
ear is not heavy that it cannot hear. 
His power iras groat, afid his grace is 
as firesh, as it was when the Qrst sufiferer 
was supported by him ; and that divine 
strength which supported David and 
Job in their alfliotions, and the apostles 
and martyrs in theirs^ is just as power- 
ful as it was when they applied to God 
to be upheld in their sorrows. (4.) We 
are especially iearful of death — fearful 
that our. faith will fail, and that we shall 
be left to die witb^nit support or conso- 
lation. Yet let us remember that death 
is the common lot of man. Lot us xe- 
roember wko have died— ^t^nder females ; 
children ; the timM, and the feacfiil ; 
tho8e» in Smniense ittultitudes, wbo.had 
no more strength by nature than we 
have. Let us think of our own kindred 
who have died. A «|fe has di«i» and 



that ye have suffered a while, * 
make you perfect, ^ stablish^ * 
strengthen, '' settle * you. 

tf Zee id. G. 18. «Ps.ia&7,& 



shall a husband be afraid to die 1 
child, and shall a Ihther? A 
and shall a brother 1 It does much to 
,take away the dread of death to re- 
member that a mother has gone through 
the dark valley ^ that that gloomy vale 
has been trod by delicate, and timid, 
and beloved sisters. ShaH I be afraid 
to go where they have gpnel Shall I 
apprehend that I shall find no graoe 
that is able to siistain me where they 
have found it ? Must the valley of the 
shadow of death be dark and gloomy 
to me, when they found it to he illumi- 
nated with the opening light of heaven 1 
Above all, it takes away the fear of 
death when I remember, that my Saviour 
has experienced all the horrors which 
can ever be in death ; that he has slept 
in the tomb, and made it a hallowed 
resting-place. 

10. But the God of aU grace. The 
God who imparts all needful grace. It 
was proper in their anticipated trials to 
direct them to God, and to breathe forth 
in their behalf an earnest and afii^tion- 
ate prayer that they might be support- 
ed. A prayer of this kind by an apos- 
tle would also be to them a sort of 
pledge or assurance that the needed 
grace would be granted them. If "Who 
hath called tM unfo hia eternal glory. 
And who means, therefore, that we 
shall be saved. A^ he has called us 
to his glory, we need not apprehend 
that he will leave or forrake us. On 
the meaning of Ih6 word called, see 
Notes on Eph. iv. 1. IT After that ye 
have Buffered u while. After you have 
suffered wa long as he shall appoint. 
The Greek is, * having suffered a littk, 
and may refer either to time or degree. 
In both respects the declaration concern- 
ing ajQlictions is ti^ue. They are shortf 
compared with eternity ; they are Ug^, 
compared with the exceeding and eter- 
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11 To him be • glory and do- 
ininionTor ever ^nd ever. Amen. 

12 By Sylvanus, ^ a faithful 
brother unto you, as I suppose, 

a c. 4. 11. b 2 Co. 1. 9. ^ 
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I have written briefly, exhorting, 
and testifying that this is the 
true grace of God wherein ye 
^ stand. 

e 1 O9. 15. 1. 



nal weight of glory. See Notes on 2 
Cor. iv. 16 — 18. IT Make you perfect. 
By means of your trials. The tenden- 
cy -of affliction is to make us peifecl. 
IT StabUah. Th^ Greek word means 
to set fast; to fix firmly; to render 
immovable. Luke xvi. 26 ; ix. 51 ; 
zxii. 32. Rom. i. i 1 ; xvi. 25. 1 These, 
ui. % IS^et aL f Strengthen. Give 
you strength to bear all this, f Settle 
you. hitenlly, found you f or establish 
you on a firm foundation — ^^cjucjuworet, 
The allusion is to a house which is so 
firmly fixed on a foundation that it wiU 
not be moved by winds or floods. Comp. 
Notes on Martt. vii. %4, seq: 

11. Tohirh be glory, &c See Notes, 
ch. iv. 11. 

12. By Sylvttnu9. Or Silas. See 
Notes on 2 Cor. i. 19. 1 Thess. i. 1. 
He was the intimate^ friend and com- 
panion of Paul, and had laboured much 
with him in the regions where the 
churches were situated to which this 
epistld Wilts addressed. In what man- 
ner he became acquainted with Peter, 
or why he was now with him in Baby- 
lon, is unknown. IT A faithful brother 
unto you, as I suppose. The expres- 
sion * as I suppose' (u>$ x»yl^ofwi)t does 
not imply that there, was any doobt on 
the mind of the apostle, but indicates 
rather a firm persuasion that what he 
said was true. ^ Thus Rora. viii.'lS. 
"For I reckon (jioyt Jofuu) " that the 
sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared," &c. That 
is, I am fully persuaded of it ; I have 
no doubt of it. Peter evidently had 
no doubt on this point, but he probably 
could not speak from any personal 
knowledge. He had not been with 
them when Silas was, and perhaps not 
at all ; for they may have been * stran- 
gers' to him personally — ^for the word 



< strangers,' in ch. i. 1, may in^ply 
that he had no personal ncquaintance 
with them. Silas, however, had beep 
much with them (comp. Acts xv. 17 — 
31), and Peter bad no doubt that he 
bad shown himself to be < a faithful 
brother' to them. An epistle conveyed 
by his hands could not but be ^wel- 
come. It should be observed, however, 
that the expression * I suppose' has 
been difi^rentiy interpreted by some. 
Wetstein understands it as meaning, 
( not that he supposed Sylvanus to be 
a faithful brother^ for who, says he, 
could doubt thati but that he had 
written as he understood matters, hav- 
ing carefully considered the subject, 
and as be regarded things tQ be true,' 
and refers for illustfation to Rom. viii. 
18. Phil. iv. 8. Heb. xi. 9. Grotius 
understands it t^s" meaning, * if I remem- 
ber right ;' and supposes that the idea 
is, that he shows his affection for them 
by saying that this was not the first 
time that he had written to them, but 
that he had written before briefly, and 
sent the letter, as well as he could re- 
member, by Sylvanus. But there is 
no evidence that he had written to 
them before, and the common interpre- 
tation is undoubtedly to be preferred. 
IT Exhorting. No small part of the 
epistle is taken up with exhortations. 
IT And testifying. Bearing witness. 
The main design of the office of the 
apostles was to bear witness to the 
truth (Notes on 1 Cor. ix. 1), and 
Peter in this epistle discharged that 
part of the functions of his o&ee to- 
wards the scattered Christians of Asia 
Minor. IT TAo/ this is thp true grace 
of (rod wherein ye stand. That the 
religion in which you stand, or which 
you now hold, is that which is identi- 
fied with the gnco or &vonr of God. 
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13 The church that is at Ba- 
bylon, elected together with yoUy 
saluteth you; aud so doth Mar- 
cus my son. 

a Ro. 16. 16. 



Christianity, not Judaism or Paganism, 
was the trae religion. To show this, 
and bear continaal witness to it, was 
the leading design of the apostolic 
office. 

13. The chtiTch that is at Babylon, 
elected together tvith you. It will be 
seen at once that much of this is sup- 
plied by our translators; the words 
< church that is* not being in the origi- 
nal. The Greek b i^ iv ^v9iwvfr (fwix- 
9iexfi7i And might refer to a church, or 
to a female. Wall, Mill, and some 
others, suppose that the reference is to 
a Christian woman, perhaps the wife 
of Peter himself. 6omp. 2 John 1. 
But the Arabic, Syriac, and Vulgate, 
as well as the English versioM, supply 
the word church. This interpretation 
seems to be confirmed by the word 
rendered elected together unth — on^fx- 
Xtxffi' This wprd would be properly 
used in reference to one indimdual if 
writing to another ifuUvidwU, but 
would hardly be appropriate as applied 
to an individual addressing a church. It 



14 Greet • ye one another with 
a kiss of, charity. Peace ^ he 
with you all that are in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 

h £p. 6. 23. 



could not readily be supposed, moreover, 
that any one female in Babylon could 
have such a prominence, or be so well 
known, that nothing more would be 
necessary to designate her, than merely 
to say < the elect female.' On the word 
Babylon here, and the place denoted 
by it, see the Intro., § 2. ^ And so 
doth Mareui my ton. Probably John 
Mark. See Notes on Acta xii.. 12; 
XV, 37. Why he was now with Peter 
is unknown. If this was the Mark 
referred to, then the word ton is a title 
of affection, and is used by P«ter with 
reference to his own superior age. It 
is possible, however, that some other 
Mark may be referred to, in whose 
conversion Peter had been instrumental. 
14. Greet ye one another with a kitt 
of charity. A kiss of love; a common 
method of affectionate salutation in the 
times of the apostles. See Notes on 
Rom. zvi. 16. ^ Peace be, with you 
all that are in Christ Jetut. That are 
true 'Christians. Notes, £ph. vi. 23 
PhiL iv. 7. 
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4 1. The Gmuineheaa and Authenticity of the Epistte. 

It is well known that at an early period of the Christian history there wen 
doubts respecting the canonical authority of the Second Epistle of Peter. The 
sole ground of the doubt was, whether Peter was the author of it Easebius, in 
the chapter of his ecclesiastical history where he speaks of the New Testament in 
general, reckons it among the avifiXsyofisva {antilegomeruC), or those books which 
were not universally admitted to be genuine ; literally, < those which were spoken 
against.* B. iii. ch. 25. This does not imply that even he, however, disbelieved 
its genuineness, but merely that it was numbered among those about which there 
bad not been always entire certainty. Jerome siiys, " Peter wrote two epistles, 
called Catholic ; the second of which is denied by many to be his, because of the 
difference of style from the former." Origen, before him, had also said, « Peter, 
on whom the church is built, has left one epistle [universally] Acknowledged. 
Let it be granted that he also wrote a second. For it is doubted of." See 
Lardner, vol. vi. p. 255, Ed. Lond.,^ 1829. Both the (epistles of Peter, how- 
ever, were received as gennitie in the fourth and following centuries by all 
Christians, except the Syrians. The first epistle was never doubted to have 
been the production of Peter. In regard to the second, as remarked above, it 
was doubted by some. The principal ground of the doubt, if not the entire 
ground, was the difference of style between the two, espe<iially in the second 
chapter, and the fact that the old Syriac translator, though he admitted the 
Epistle of James, which was also reckoned among the < doubtful' epistles, did 
not translate the Second Epistle of Peter. That version was made, probably, 
at the close of the first century, or in the second ; and it is said that it is to be 
presumed that if this epistle had been then in existence, and had been regarded 
Bs genuine, it would also have been translated by him. 

It is of importance, therefore, to ^tate briefly the eyidence of the genuineness 
and authenticity of this epistle. In doing this, it is proper to regard the ^rst 
epistle as undoubtedly genuine and canonical, for that was never called in 
question. That being admitted, the genuineness of this epistle may be argued 
on the following grounds. (I.) It does not appear to have been rgeeted by 
any one. It was merely doubted whether it was genuine. How far even 
this doubt extended is n6t mentioned. It is referred to only by Jerome, Origen, 
and Eusebius, though there is not the least evidence that even they had any 
doubts of its genuineness. They merely state lliat there were some persons 
who had doubts on the subject, from the difference of style between this and 
(ccxl) 
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the former epietie. This fact, indeed, as Wall has remarked (Crit Notes on 
the N. T. pp. 358,859), will serre at least to show the care which was evinced 
in admitting books to be canonical, proving that they were not received without 
the utmost caution, and that if the slightest douUt existed in the case of any 
one, it was honestly expressed. (2.) Even all doubt on the subject disappeared 
as early as the thiid and fourth centuries, and the epistle was receifVed as being 
unquestionably the production of Peter. The effect of the examination in the 
case was to remove all suspicion, and it has never since been doubted that the 
epistle was written by Peter; at least no doubt has arisen, except from the fact 
stated by Jerome and Origen, that it was not universally admitted to be genuine. 
(3.) This epistle purports to have been written by the author of the former, and 
has all the internal marks of genuineness which could exist (a) It bears the 
inscription of the name of the same apostle. " Simon Peter, a servant, a«d an 
apostle, of Jesus Christ" ch. i. 1. {b) There is an allusion in ch. i. 14, which 
Peter only could appropriately make, and which an impostor, or forger of an 
epistle, would hardly have thought of introducing. «< Kpowing that shortly I 
must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed 
me." Here, there is an evident reference to the Saviour's prediction of the 
death of Peter, recorded in John xxi. 18, 19. It is conceivable, indeed, that an 
adroit forger of an epistle mtg-A^ have introduced such a circumstance; but the 
supposition that it is genuine is much more natural. It is such an allusion as Peter 
would naturally make ; it would have required much skill and tact in another to 
have introduced it so as not to he easily detected, even if it had occurred to him to 
personate Peter at all. Would not a forger of an epistle have been likely to 
mention particularly what kind of death was predicted by the Saviour, and not 
to have made a mere allusion? (c) In ch. i. 16 — 18, there is another allusion 
of a similar kind. The writer claims to have been one of the * eye-witnesses 
of the majesty' of the Lord Jesus when he was transfigured in the holy mount 
It was natural for Peter to refer to this, for he was with him ; and he has men- 
tioned it just as one would be likely to do who had actually been with him, and 
' who was writing from personal recollection. A forger of the epistle would have 
been likely to be more particular, and would have described the scene more 
minutely, and the place where it occurred, and would have dwelt more on the 
nature of the evidence furnished there of the divine mission of the Saviour. 
(d) In ch. iii. 1, it is stated that this is a second epistle written to the same per- 
sons as a former one had been ; and that the writer aimed at substantially the 
same object in both. Here the plain reference is to the first epistle of Peter 
which has always been acknowledged to be genuine. Jt may be said that one 
who forged the epistle might have made this allusion. This is true, but it may 
be doubtful whether he would do it It would have increased the liability to 
detection, for it would not be easy to imitate the manner, and to carry out the 
views of the apostle. (4.) To these considerations it may be added, that there 
is clear internal evidence of another kind to show that it was written by Peter. 
This evidesce, too long to be introduced here, may be seen in Michaelis' Intro- 
duction, jiv. 349 — 356. The sum of this internal evidence is, that it would not 
have been pracUcable for a writer of the first or second century to have imitated 
Peter so^s to have escaped detection, and that, in general, it is not difficult to 
detect the books that were forged in imitation of, and in the name of, the 
apostles. 

As to the alleged objection in regard to the difference of the style in the 
second chapter, seviAtiifcaelisy iv. pjli.952— 356. Why it was not inserted in 
21 
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the old Sjriac version ii not known. It is probable that the author of that ver- 
sion was exceedingly cautions, and did not admit any books about which he had 
any doubt The fact that this w^ doubted by some, and that these doubts were 
not removed from his mind, as in the case of the Epistle of James, was a good 
reason for his not inserting it, though it by no means proves that it is not ge- 
nuine. It came, however, to be acknowledged afterwards by the Syrians as 
genuine and canonical. Ephrem the Syrian, a writer of the fourth century, not 
only quotes several passages of it, but expressly ascribes it to Peter. Thus, in 
the second volume of his Greek works, p. 387, he says, < The blessed Peter, 
also, the CoTyphaeus of the apostles, cries, concerning that day, saying. The 
day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night, in which the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat.' This is 
literally quoted (in the Greek) from 2 Peter, iii. 12. See Michaelis, as above, 
p. 348. And Asseman, in his catalogue of the Vatican Manuscripts, gives an 
account of a Syriac book of Lessons to be read, in which is one taken from this 
epistle. See Michaelis. 

These considerations remove all reasonable doubt as to the propriety of ad- 
mitting this epistle into the canon, as the production of Peter. 

. § 2. The Time when the Epistle was Ufritten, 
In regard to the time when this epistle was written, nothing can be deter- 
mined with absolute certainty. All that appears on that subject from the epistle 
itself i^ that at the time of writing it the author was expecting soon to die. ch. 
i. 14. " Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our 
Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me." What evidence he bad that he was soon 
to die he has not informed us, nor is it known even what he meant precisely by 
the word shortly. The Greek word (t'a;^u^) is indeed one that would imply 
that the event was expected not to be far off; but a man would not unnaturally 
Mm it who felt that he was growing old, even though he should in fact live 
several years afterwards. The Saviour (John xxi. 18) did not state to Peter 
when his death would occur, except that it would be when he should be < oUL;^ 
and thd pRiliability is, that the fact that he was growing old was the only inti- 
mation that he had that he was soon to die. Ecclesiastical history informs us 
thaf he died at Rome, A. D. 66, in the 12th year of the reign of Nero. See 
Calmet, Art. Peter. Gomp. Notes on John xxi. 18, 19. Lardner supposes, from 
eh. i. 13 — 16 of this epistle, that this was written not long after the first, as he 
then says that he < would not be negligent to put them in remembrance of these 
things.' The two epistles he supposes were written in the year 63 or 64, or at 
the latest 65. Michaelis supposes it was in the year 64 ; Calmet that it was in 
the year of Christ 68, or according to the Vulgar Era, A. D. 65. Probably the 
year 64 or 65 would not be far from the real date of this epistle. If so, it was, 
according to Calmet, one year only before the martyrdom of Peter (A. D. 66), 
and six years before the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, A. D. 71. , 

§ 3. The Persons to whom this Epistle was written^ and the place where. 
On this subject there is no room for doubt. In ch. iii. 1, the writer says, 
« This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you ; in both which I stir up 
your pure minds by way of remembrance." This epistle was written, therefore, 
to the same persons as the former. On the question to whom that was ad- 
dressed, see the Intro, to that epistle, § 1. The epistles were addressed to per. 
sons who resided in Asia Minor, and in both they are regaided as in the midst 
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of trials. No certain intimation of the place where thii epistle was written is 
given in the epistle itself. It is probable that it was at the same place as the 
former, as if it had not been we max presume that there would have been some 
reference to the fact that he had changed bis residence, or some local allusion 
which would have enabled us to determine the fact If be wrote this epistle 
from Babylon, as he did the former one (see Intro, to that epistle, § 2), it is 
not known why he was so soon removed to Rome, and became a martyr there. 
Indeed, every thing respecting the last days of this apostle is involved in great 
uncertainty. See the article Peter in Calmet*s Dictionary. See these questions 
examined also in Bacon's Lives of the Apostles, pp. 258 — 279. 

\ 4. The Oceaaion on which the Epistle was written* 
The first epistle was written in view of the trials which those to whom it wte 
addressed were then enduring, and the persecutions which they had reason to 
anticipate, ch. i. 6, 7; iv. 12 — 19 ; v. 8—11. The main object of thatepifltta- 
was to comfort them in their trials, and to encourage them to bear them with a 
Christian spirit, imitating the example of the Lord Jesus. This epbtle appears ' 
to have been written, not so much in view of persecutions and bodily sufierings, 
real or prospective, as in view of the fact that there were teachers of error 
among them, the tendency of whose doctrine was to turn them away frost-the 
gospel. To those teachers of error, and to the dangers to whicK they iver0 ex- 
posed on that account, there is no allusion in the first epistle, and it Would seem 
not to be improbable that Peter had been informed that there were soflh teachers 
among them after he had written and despatched that Or, if he was not thus to- 
formed of it, it seems to have occurred to him that this was a pdnt of great 
importance which had not been noticed in the former epistle, and that an effort 
should be made by apostolic influence and authority to arrest the progress of 
error, to counteract the influence of the fiilse teachers, and to confirm the Chris- 
tians of Asia Minor in the belief of the truth. A large part of the epastle, 
therefore, is occupied in characterizing the teachers of error, in showing that 
they would certainly be destroyed, and in stating the true doctrine in oppoaition 
to what they held. It is evident that Peter supposed that the da»g«r to which 
Christians in Asia Minor were exposed from these errors, was not less than 
that to which they were exposed from persecution, and that it was of as 9ucb 
importance to guard them from those errors as it was to sustain them in their 
trials. 

The characteristics of the teachera referred to in this epistle, and the doctrines 
which they taught, were the following : 

1. One of the prominent errors was a denial of the Lord that bought them, 
ch. ii. 1. On' the nature of this error, see Notes on that verse. 

2. They gave indulgence to carnal appetites, and were sensual, corrupt, beastly, 
lewd. vs. 10, 12, 13, 14, 19. Comp. Jude 4, 8, 16. It is remarkable that so 
many professed reformers have been men who have been sensual and lewd men, 
who have taken advantage of their character as professed religious teachers, and 
as reformers^ to corrupt and betray others. Such reformers often begin with 
pore intentions, but a constant familiarity with a certain class of vices tends to 
corrupt the mind, and to awaken in the soul passions which would otherwise 
have slept ; and they fall into the same vices which they attempt to reform. It 
should be said, however, that many professed reformers are corrupt at heart, and 
only make use of their pretended zeal in the cause of reformation to give them 
the opportunity to indulge their base propensities. 
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3. They were diioiderly in their -views, and ^radieoT in their moTements. 
The tendency of their doctrines wm to unsettle the foundations of order and 
government; to take away all restraint from the indulgence of carnal propensi- 
ties, and to break up the very foundations of good order in society, ch. ii. 10 — 
12. They * walked aAer the flesh in the lust of uncleanness ;' they 'despised 
government' or authority ; they were * presumptuous and self-willed ;' they 
<were not afraid to speak evil of dignities;' they were like 'natural brute 
beasts;' they « spoke evil of^he suk^cto which they did not understand.' It is 
by no means an uncommon thing for professed reformers to become anti-govern- 
ment men, or to suppose that all the restraints of law stand in their way, and 
that -they must be removed in order to success. They fix the mind on one 
thing to be accomplished. That thing magnifies itself until it fills all the field 
of vision. Every thing which geenu to oppose their efforto, or to uphold the 
evil which they seek to remove, they regard as an evil itself; and as the laws 
and the government of a country often seem to sustain the evil, they become 
of^Msed to the government itself, and denounce it as an evil. Instead of en- 
deavouring to enlighten the public mind, and to modify the laws by a course 
of patient eftort, they array themselves against them, and seek to overturn 
them. For the same reason, also, they suppose that the church upholds the 
ovil, and become the deadly foe of all church organizations. 

4. They were seductive and artful, and adopted a course of teaching that was 
fitted to beguile the weak, and especially to produce licentiousness of living* cb. 
ii. 14. They were characterized by < adulterous* desires ; and they practised 
their arts particularly on the < unstable,' those who were easily led away by any 
new and plausible doctrine that went to unsettle the foundations of rigid mo- 
rality« 

6. They adopted a pompous mode of teaching, distinguished for sound rather 
than for sense, and proclaimed themselves to be the special friends of liberal 
views, and of a liberal Christianity, ch. ii. 17, 18, 19. They were like « wells 
without water ;' < clouds that were carried about with a tempest ;' they spake 
* great swelling words of vanity,' and they promised * liberty' to those who would 
embrace their views, or freedom from the restraints of bigotry and of a narrow 
and gloomy religion. This appeal is usually made by the advocates of error. 

6. ^bey had been professed Christians, and had formerly embraced the more 
strict views on morals and religion which were held by Christians in general, 
cb. ii. 20 — 22. From this, however, they had departed, and had fallen into 
practices quite as abominable as those of which they had been guilty before 
their pretended conversion. 

7. They denied the doctrines which the apostles had stated respecting the end 
of the world. The argument on which they based this denial was the fact that 
all things continued unchanged as they had been from the beginning, and that 
it might be inferred from that that the world would be stable, ch. iii. 3, 4. They 
saw no change in the laws of nature ; they saw no indications that the world was 
drawing to a close, and they inferred that laws so stable and settled as those 
were which existed in nature would continue to operate, and that the changes 
predicted by yie apostles were impossible. 

A large part of the epistle is occupied in meeting these errors^ and in so por- 
traying the characters of their advocates as to show what degree of reliance was 
to be placed on their preaching. For a particular view of the manner in which 
these errors are met, see the analysis to chs. ii. and iii. 

This epistle is characterized by the same earnest and tender manner as the 
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first, and by a peculiarly « solemn grandeur of imagery and diction." The 
apostle in the last two chapters had to meet great and dangerous errors, and 
the style of rebuke was appr<^iate to the ooeaaion* He felt that he himself 
was soon to die, and, in the prospect of death, his own mind was peculiarly 
impressed with the solemnity and importance of coming events. He be- 
lieved that the errors which were broached tended to sap the very fbundations 
of the Christian faith and of good morals, and hia whole soul is roused to meet 
and counteract them. The occasion required that he should state in a solemn 
manner what tvas the truth in regard to the second advent of the Lord Jesus ; 
what great changes wen to occur ; what the Christian mighi look for hereafter; 
and his soul kindles with the sublime theme, and he describes in gfowing im- 
agery, and in impassioned language, the end of all things, and exhorts them to 
live as became those who were looking forwaid to so important events. The 
practical effect of the whole epistle is to m»k» the mind intensely solemn; and 
to put it into a position of waiting for the coming of the Lord. On the simi- 
larity between this epistle (ch* ii) and the Epistle of Jude, see Intro, to Jude. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SIMON * Peter, a servant and 
an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
them that have obtained like * 



CHAPTER L 

▲HALTBIB OF THE CHAPTER. 

This chapter comprises the following 

f. The osaal salatations. ▼& 1, 2. 

II. A statement that all the mercies 
which they enjoyed pertaining to life 
and godliness, had been conferred by 
th« power of God, and that he had 
grvenlhemwceeding great and precioas 
promises^ vs. S, 4. It was mainly with 
ieferen«e to these < promises' that the 
epistle was written, for they had been 
assailed by the advocates of error (ch. 
ii. iii.), and it was important that Chris- 
tians shoald a^ that they had the pro- 
mise of m future life. Comp. ch. iii. 
5-*14. 

in. An azhortation to abound in 
Christian virtues; to go on making 
eonatant attainments in knowledge, and 
temperance, and patience, and godli- 
ness, and brotherly kindness, and cha- 
rity, vs. 6—9. 

nr. An exhortation to endeavour to 
make th»r calling and election sure, 
that m an entrance might be minis- 
tered unto them abundantly into the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, vs. 10, 11. 

y. The apoetle says that he will en- 
deavour to keep these things before 
their minds, vs. 13 — 15. He knew 
well that they vrere then established in 
the truth (ver. IS), but he avideolly felt 



precious faith with us through 
the righteousness of ' God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ : 

1 or, agfMon. a £p. 4, 5. 

a our Ood and Savimir. 



that they were in danger of being 
shaken in the faith by the seductive in- 
fluence of error, and he says, therefore, 
(ver. 13) that it was proper, as long aa 
he remained on earth, to endeavour to 
excite in their minds a lively remem- 
brance of the truths which they had 
believed ; that the opportunity for his 
doing this must soon cease, as the pe- 
riod was approaching when he must be 
removed to eternity, in accordance with 
the prediction of the Saviour (ver. 14), 
but that he would endeavour to make 
so permanent a record of his views on 
these important subjects that they might 
always have them in remembrance, ver. 
15. 

YI. A solemn statement that the 
doctrines which had been taught them, 
and which they had embraced, were 
not cunningly devised fables, but were 
true. vs. 16—21. In support of this 
the apostle appeals to the following 
things: 

(a) The testimony to the hci that 
Jesus was the Son of God, which Peter 
had himself heard given on the mount 
of transfiguration, vs. 17, 18- 

(b) Prophecy. These truths, on 
wfaldi he expected them to rely, had 
been the subject of distinct prediiction, 
and they should be held, whatever vrere 
the plausible arguments of the felse 
teachers, xs, 19, 20. 

The genanl object, therefore, of this 
(246) 
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2 Grace and peace ' be mul- 
tiplied unto you through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
our Lord, 



chapter is to affirm the truth of the 
great facts of religion, on which their 
hopes were based, and thns to prepare 
the way to combat the errors by which 
these truths were assailed. The first 
assures them that the doctrines which 
they held were true, and then, in chs. 
ii. and iii., meets the errors by which 
they were assailed. 

1. Simon Peter, Marg., Symeon, 
The name is written either Simon or 
Simeon — XCfuap or Xv/uewy. Either 
word properly means hearing, and per- 
haps, like other names, was at first sig- 
nificant. The first epistle (ch. i. 1) 
begins simply, * Peter, an apostle,' &c. 
The name Simon, however, was his 
proper name, Peter, or Cephas, having 
been added to it by the Saviour. John 
i. 42. Gomp. Matt. xvi. 18. ^ A ser- 
vant and an apostle of Jestts Christ. 
In the first epistle the word apostle only 
is used. Paul, however, uses the word 
servant ^s applicable to himself in 
Rom. i. 1, and to himself and Timothy 
in the commencement of the epistle to 
the Philippians. ch. i. 1. See Notes 
on Rom. i. 1. f To them that have 
obtained like precious faith unth us. 
With us who ar« of Jewish origin. 
This epistle was evidently written to 
the same persons as the former (Intro., 
§ 3), and that was intended to embrace 
many who were of Gentile origin. 
Notes, 1 Pet. i. 1. The apostle ad- 
dresses them all now, whatever was 
their origin, as heirs of the common 
faith, and as in all respects brethren. 
IT Through the righteotuness of God. 
Through the method of justification 
which God has adopted. See this fiilly 
explained in the Notes on Rom. i. 17. 
i God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Marg., our God and Saviour. The 
Greek will undoubtedly bear the con- 
struction giv«n in the margin, and if 



3 According as his divine 
power hath given unto us alP 
things that pertain unto life and 
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this be the true rendering, it furnishes 
an argument for the divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Bp. Middleton, 
Slade, Valpy, Bioomfield, and others, 
contend that this is the true and proper 
rendering. It is doubted, however, by 
Wetstein, Grotius, and others. Eras- 
mus supposes that it may be taken in 
either sense. The construction, though 
certainly not a violation of the laws of 
the Greek language, is n«l ^ t^ from 
all doubt as to make it proper to uso 
the passage as a proof-text in an argu- 
ment for the divinity of the Saviour. 
It is easier to prove the doctrine from 
other texts that are plain, than to 
show that' this must be the meaning 
here. 

2. Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge of 
God, and of Jesus our Lord. That 
is, grace and peace abound to tfs, or 
may be expected to be conferrdQ on us 
abundantly, if we have a 4rue' know- 
ledge of God and of the Saviour. Such 
a knowledge constitutes true religion : 
for in that we find grace — the grace 
that pardons and sanctifiei ; and petue 
— peace of conscience, recOnciliatioa 
with God, and calmness in th^ trials 
of life. See Notes on John xviil 3i 

8. According as his diving power 
hath given unto us. All the efiects of 
the gospel on the human hemit are in 
the Scriptures traced to iha power ti 
God. See Notes on Rom. i. 16. There 
are no moral means which have ever 
been used that have such power atf the 
gospel ; none through which God fa»0 
done so much in changing the character 
and affecting the destiny of man. IT All ^ 
things that pertain unto Hfe and god. ' 
Uness. The reference here in the word 
Ufe is undoubtedly to the life of reli- 
gion ; the life of Uie soul imparted by 
the gospeL The word godlinesa is 
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godliness, through the know- 
ledge of him that hath called as 
' to glory and virtue : * 



■ynonymous with piety. The phrase 

• according as* (u$) seems to be con- 
nected with the sentence in Ter. 5. 
< Foiasmnch as he has conferred on as 
these privileges and promises connected 
with life and godliness, we are bound, 
in order to obtain all that is implied in 
these things, to give all diligence to add 
to oar fiedth, knowledge,' dec IT Through 
ike knowledge of him. By a proper 
acquaintance with him, or by the right 
kind of knewledge of him. Notes, 
John xvii. a. IT I%at hath called ua 
to glory and virtue. Marg., by, Gr., 

* through glory,' &c Doddridge sup- 
poses that it means that he has done 
this ^by the strengthening virtue and 
energy of his spirit.' Rosenmiiller 
renders it, < by glorious benignity.' Dr. 
Sobinson (Lex.) renders it, < through 
a glorious display of his efficiency.' 
The objection which any one feels to 
this rendering arises solely from the 
word virtue, from the fiict that we are 
not accustomed to apply that word to 
God. But the original word (opeVi;) 
is not as Umited in its signification as 
the English word is, but is rather a 
word which denotes a good quality or 
excellence of any kind. In the ancient 
classics it is used to denote manliness, 
vigour, courage, valour, fortitude ; and 
the word would rather denote energy 
ox power of some kind, than what we 
commonly understand by virtue, and 
would be, therefore, properly applied 
to the energy or efficiency which God 
has displayed in the work of our sal- 
vation. Indeed, when appliecf to moral 
excellence at all, as it is in ver. 5 of this 
chapter, and often elsewhere, it is per- 
haps with a reference to the energy, bold- 
ness, vigour, or ooura^« which is evinced 
in overcoming our evil propensities, 
and resisting allurements and tempta- 
tions. According to this interpretation, 
the passage teaches that i%i» by a gh- 
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rioua divine efficiency that we are called 
into the kingdom of God. 

4. Whereby^ Id Znf. 'Through 
which' — ^in the plural number, referring 
either to the ghry and virtue in the pre- 
vious verse, and meaning that it was by 
that glorious divine efficiency that these 
promises were given ; or, to all the 
things mentioned in the previous verse, 
meanuig that it was through those ar- 
rangements, and in order to their com- 
pletion, that these great and glorious 
promises were made. The promises 
given are in connection with the plan 
of securing 'life and godliness,' and are 
a part of the grtftious arrangements for 
that object. IT Exceeding great and 
precious promises, A promise is an - 
assurance on the part of another of 
some good for which we are dependent 
on him. It implies (I.) That the thing 
is in hb power ; (3.) That he may bo- 
stow it or not as he pleases ; (3.) That 
we cannot infer from any process of 
reasoning that it is his purpose to be- 
stow it on us ; and (4.) That it is a 
fevour which we can obtain only from 
him, and not by any independent effort 
of our own. The promises here refer- 
red to are those which pertain to salva- 
tion. Peter had in his eye probably 
all that then had been revealed which 
contemplated the salvation of the peo- 
ple of God. They are called ' exceed- 
ing great and precious,' because of their 
value in supporting and comforting the 
soul, and of the honour and felicity 
which they unfold to us. The pro- 
mises referred to are doubtless those 
which are made in connection with the 
plan of salvation revealed in the gospel, 
for there are no other promises made 
to man. They refer to the pardon of 
sin ; strength, comfort and support in 
trial; a glorious resurrection; and a 
happy immortality. If we look at the 
greatness and glory of the objects, we 
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promises ; * that by these ye might 
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shall see that the promises are in fiict 
exceedingly pcecious ; or if we look at 
their influence in supporting and el»> 
▼ating the soul, we shall have as di»> 
tinct a view of their ▼alae. The pro- 
mise goes beyond our reasoning pow- 
ers ; enters a field which we could not 
otherwise peoetrate— the distant future ; 
and relates to what we could not other* 
wise obtain. Alt that we need in trial, 
is the simple promise of Qod that he 
will sustain us; all that we need in 
the hour of death, is the assurance of 
our Crod that we shall be happy for 
ever. What would this world be 
without a promiu? How impossi- 
ble to penetrate the future! How 
dark that which is to come would be ! 
How bereft we should be of consola- 
tion? The past has gone, and its d^ 
parted joys and hopes can never be re- 
called to cheer us again ; the present 
may be an hour of pain, and sadness, 
and disappointment, and gloom, with 
perhaps not a ray of comfort ; the fu- 
ture only opens fields of happiness to 
our vision, and every thing there de- 
pends on the will of God, and all that 
we can know of it is from his promises. 
Cut off from these, we have no way 
either of obtaining the blessings which 
we desise, or of ascertaining that they 
can be ours. For the promises of €k)d, 
therefore, we should be in the highest 
degree grateful, and in the trials of life 
we should cling to them with unwa- 
vering confidence as the only things 
which can be an anchor to the soul. 
T That by these. Gr., < through these.' 
That is, these constitute the basis of 
your hopes of becoming partakers of 
the divine nature. Comp. Notes on 2 
Cor. vii. 1. Y Partakers of the dhine 
nature. This is a very important, 
and a difficult phrase. An expres- 
sion somewhat similar occurs in Heb. 
xil to. "That we nnght be par- 
takers of his holiness." See Notes on 



be partakers * of the divine na- 
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that verse. . In regard to the langnaga 
here used, it may be obeerved, (1.) That 
it is directly contrary to all the notions 
of Pantheism — or the belief that all 
things are now GK>d, or a part of €kNl— 
for it is said that the object of the pn^ 
mise is, that we • may become partakeci 
of the divine nature ;' not that we are 
now. (S.) It cannot be taken in so 
literal a sense as to mean that we can 
ever partake of the divine essence, or 
that we shall be absorbed into the di- 
vine nature so as to lose our individo- 
aUty. This idea is held by the Bud- 
hista, and the perfection of being is 
supposed by them to consist in such 
absorption, or in losing their own in- 
dividuality, and their ideas of happiness 
are graduated by the approximation 
which may be made to that state. But 
this cannot be the meaning heie, be- 
cause (a) It is in the nature of the 
case impossible. There must be for 
ever ao essential difference between a 
created and an uncreated mind, (b) 
This would argue that the divine Mind 
is not perfect If this absorption was 
necessary to the completeness of tlie 
character and happiness of the divine 
being, then he was imperfect before; 
if before perfect, he would not be after 
the absorption of an infinite number 
of finite and imperfect minds, (c) In 
all the representatioDS of heaven is the 
Bible» ^^^ i<^ oi individuality is one 
that is prominent. Individuals are 
repreeented everywhere as worshippers 
there, and there is no intimation that 
the separate existence of the redeemed 
is to be absorbed and lost in the essence 
of the Deity. Whatever is to be the 
condition of man hereafter, he is to 
have a separate and individual exist- 
ence, and the number of intelhgent b^ 
ings is never to be diminished either by 
annihilation, or by their being united te 
any other spirit so that they shall be- 
le. The rtforeace then, in this 
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ture, having escaped • the cor- 
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place, must be to the nutral nature of 
God, and the meaning ia, that they 
who are renewed become participants 
of the same moral nature; that is, of 
the same views, feelings, thoughts, pur- 
poses, principles of action. Their na- 
ture as they are born, is sinful, and 
prone to evil (Eph. ii. 3) ; their nature 
as they are born again, becomes like 
that of God. They are made like God ; 
and this resemblance will increase more 
and more for ever, until in a much 
higher sense than can be true in this 
world, they may be said to have be- 
come * partakers of the divine nature.' 
Let us remark then, (a) That man 
only, of all the dwellers on the earth, 
is capable of rising to this condition. 
The nature of all the other orders of 
creatures here below is incapable of 
any such transformation that it can be 
said that they become ** partakers of the 
divine nature." (6) It is impossible 
now to estimate the degree of approxi- 
mation to which man may yet rise, to- 
wards God, or the exalted sense in 
which the term may yet be applicable 
to him; but the prospect before the 
. beiie^r in this respect is most glorious. 
Two or three circumstances may be 
referred to here as mere hints of what 
we may yet be: (1.) Let any one re- 
flect on the amazing advances made 
by himself since the period of infancy. 
But a few, a very few years ago, he 
knew nothing. He was in his cradle, 
a poor, helpless infant. He knew not 
the use of eyes, or ears, or hands, or 
feeL He knew not the name or use 
of any thing, not even the name of 
father or mother. He could neither 
walk, nor talk, nor creep. He knew 
not even that a candle would burn him 
if he put his finger there. He knew 
not how to grasp or hold a rattle, or 
what was its sound, or whence that 
sound, or any other sound, came. Let 
him think whftt be ii at twenty, or 
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forty, in comparison with this; and 
then, if his improvement in every simi- 
lar number of years hereafter should 
be equal to this, who can tell the height 
to which he will risel (2.) We are 
here limited in our powers of learning 
about God or his works. We become 
acquainted with him through his works 
— ^by means of the senses. But by the 
appointment of .this method of becom- 
ing acquainted with the external world, 
the design seems to have been to ac- 
complish a doable work .quite contra- 
dictory—one to help us, and the other 
to hinder us. One is, to give us the 
means of communicatipg with the ex- 
ternal world — ^by the sight, the hearing, 
the smell, the touch, the taste. The 
other is to shut us out from the exter- 
nal world except by these. The body 
is a casement, an enclosure, a prison 
in which the soi^ is incarcerated, from 
which we can look out on the universe 
only through these organs. But sup- 
pose, as may be the case in a future 
state, there shall be no such enclosure, 
and that the whole "soul may look di- 
rectly on the works of Crod — on spirit- 
ual existences, on God himself — ^who 
then can calculate the height to which 
man may attain in becoming a < par- 
taker of the divine nature V (3.) We 
shall have an eternity before us to grow 
in knowledge, and in holiness, and in 
conformity to God. Here, we attempt 
to climb the hill of knowledge, and 
having gone a few steps — while the top 
is still lost in the clouds — we lie down 
and die. We look at a few things; 
become acquainted with a few elemen- 
tary principles ; make a little progress 
in virtue, and then all our studies and 
efforts are suspended, and "we fly 
away." In the future world we shall 
have an eternity before us to make 
progress in knowledge, and virtue, and 
holiness, uninterrupted ; and who can 
tell in what exalted sense it may yet 



A. IX 66.] 



CHAPTER L 



!»1 



5 And beside this, giving all 



a Ph. 4. 8. 



h Ph. 1. 9. 



be true that we shall be < partakers of 
the divine natare,* or what attainments 
we may yet makel IT Having escaped 
the corruption thai is in the world 
through lust. The world is full of 
corruption. It is the design of the 
Christian plan of redemption to deliver 
us from that, and to make us holy ; 
and the means by which we are to be 
made like God, is by rescuing us from 
its dominion. 

5. And beside this {m avro tovto)* 
Something here is necessary to be un- 
derstood in order to complete the sense. 
The reference is to ver. 3 ; and the con- 
nection is, < since (ver. 3) God has given 
us these exalted privileges and Hopes, 
in respect to this (pewta or 5ca being 
understood), or as a consequence fairly 
flowing from this, we ought to give 
all diligence that we may make good 
use of these advantages, and secure as 
high attainments as we possibly can. 
We should add one virtue to another, 
that we may reach the highest possible 
elevation in holiness.' ^ Giving all 
diligence, Gr., < Bringing in all zeal 
or effort' The meaning is, that we 
ought to make this a distinct and defi- 
nite object, and to apply ourselves to 
it as a thing to be accomplished. %Add 
to your faith virtue. It is not meant 
in this verse and the following that we 
are to endeavour particularly to add 
these things one to another in the order 
in which they are specified, or that we 
are to seek first to have faith, and then 
to add to thai virtue, and then to add 
knowledge to virtue rather than to faith, 
&C. The order in which this is to be 
done, the relation which one of these 
things may have to another, is not the 
point aimed at, nor are we to suppose 
that any other order of the words would 
not have answered the purpose of the 
apostle as well, or that any one of the 
virtues specified would not sustain as 
direct a relation to any other, as the 



diligence, add to your faith vir- 
tue ; * and to virtue knowledge ; * 



one which he hat specified. The de- 
sign of the apostle is to say, in an em* 
phatic manner, that we are to strive to 
possess and Exhibit all these virtues; 
in other words, we are not to content 
ourselves with a single grace, but are 
to cultivate all the virtues, and to en- 
deavour to make our piety complete in 
all the relations which we sustain. The 
essential idea in the passage before us 
seems to be, that in our religion we are 
not to be satisfied with one virtue, or 
one class of virtues, but that there is to 
be (1.) a diligent cultivation of our 
virtues, since the graces of religion are 
as susceptible of cultivation as any 
other virtues ; (2.) that there is to be 
PRooBsss made from one virtue to an- 
other, seeking to reach the highest pos* 
sible point in our religion; and (3.) 
that there is to be an AccuMULiLTioir 
of virtues and graces ; or we are not 
to be satisfied with one class, or with 
the attainments which we can make in 
one class. We are to endeavour to 
add on one after another until we have 
become possessed of all. Faith, per- 
haps, is mentioned first, because that la 
the ibundation of all Christian virtues, 
and the other virtues are required to 
be added to that, because, from the 
place which faith occupies in the plan 
of justification, many might be in dan- 
ger of supposing that if they had that 
they had all that was necessary. 
Comp. James ii. 14, seq. In the Greek 
word rendered «a<W (ly<t;topw<***«)» 
then, is an allusion to a chorus-leader 
among the Greeks, and the sense is 
well expressed by Doddridge, **he 
careful to accompany that belief with 
all the lovely train of attendant graces." 
Or, in other words, « let faith lead 
on as at the head of the choir or the 
graces, and let all the others follow 
in their order.' The word here ren- 
dered virtue, is the same which is 
used in ver. 3, and there is included 
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6 And to knowledge temper- 
ance;* and to temperance pa- 
tience;' and to patience godli- 
ness ; * 

7 And to godliness brotherly 

« 1 Co. a. 25. h Ja. 1. 4. el Ti. 4. 7- 

d Jno. 13. 34, 35. « 1 Co. la 1-3. > idU. 

/Jno. 15.2-6. 



in it, probably, the same general idea 
which was noticed there. All the 
things which the apostle specifies, un- 
less knowledge be an exception, are 
virtues in the sense in which that word 
is commonly used, and it can hardly 
be supposed that the apostle here meant 
to M a general term which would in- 
clude all of the others. The probability 
is, therefore, that by the word here he 
has reference to the common meaning 
of the Greek word, as referring to man- 
lioMs, courage, vigour, energy ; and the 
sense is, that be wished them to evince 
whatever firmness or courage might be 
necessary in maintaining the principles 
of their religion, and in enduring the 
trials to which their faith might be sub- 
jected. True virtue is not a tame and 
passive thing. It requires great energy 
and boldnpss, for its very essence is 
firmness, manliness, and independence. 
IT And to virtue knowledge. The know- 
ledge of God and of the way of salva- 
tion through the Redeemer, ver. 3. 
Comp. cb. iii. 8. It is the duty of 
every Christian to make the highest 
possible attainments in knowledge, 

6. And to knowledge temperance. 
On the meaning of the word temper- 
once, see Notes on Acts xxiv. 25, and 
1 Cor. ix. 25. The word here refers 
to the mastery over all our evil inclina- 
tions and appetites. We are to allow 
none of them to obtain control over 
us. See Notes on 1 Cor. vi. 12. This 
would include, of course, abstinence 
from intoxicating drinks ; but it would 
also embrace all evil passions and pro- 
pensities. Every thing is to be con- 
fined within proper limits, and to no 
propensity of our nature are we to give 



kindness ; * and to brotherly kind- 
ness charity. • 

8 For if these things be in 
you, and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither he ^ barren 
nor unfruitfuKin the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



indulgence beyond the limits which 
the law of God allows. ^ And to tem^ 
peranee patience. Notes on James i. 4. 
^ And to patience godliness. True 
piety. Notes on ver. 3. Comp. 1 Tim. 
ii. 2; iii. 16; iv. 7, 8; vi. 3, 5, 6, 11. 

7. And to godliness brotherly kind-' 
ness. Love to Christians as such. See 
Notes on John xiii. 34. Heb. xiii. 1. 
If And to brotherly kindness charity. 
Love to all mankind. There is to be 
a peculiar affection for Christians as of 
the same family ; there is to be a true 
and warm love, however, for all the 
race. See Notes on 1 Cor.xiii. 

8. For if these things be in you, and 
abound If they are in you in rich 
abundance; if you are eminent for 
these things. If T?iey make you that 
ye shall neither he barren nor unfruit" 
ful, They will show that you are not 
barren or unfruitful. The word ren- 
dered barren, is in the margin idle. 
The word idle more accurately expresses 
the sense of the original. The mean- 
ing is, that if they evinced these things, 
it would show (1.) that they were dili- 
gent in cultivating the Christian graces ; 
and (2.) that it was not a vain thing 
to attempt to grow in knowledge and 
virtue. Thtnr efforts would be followed 
by such happy results as to be an en- 
couragement to exertion. In nothing 
is there, in fact, more encouragement 
than in the attempt to become eminent 
in piety. On no other efforts does God 
smile more propitiously than on the 
attempt to secure the salvation of tMi 
soul and to do good. A small part of 
the exertions which men put forth to 
become rich, or learned, or celebrated 
for oratory, or Jieroism, would secure 
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9 But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, * and cannot see 

a 1 Jno. 2. 9-11. 



the salvation of the soul. In the for- 
nwr, also, bmd often &il ; in the latter, 
nerer. 

9. But ke thai kteketh ihne things 
is b&fuL He has no clear views of the 
nature and the reqairements of religion. 
H And cannot see afar off. The 
word used here, which does not occur 
elsewhere in the New Testament 
(^ftwoftdgui), means to shut the eyes; 
i. e. to contract the eyelids, to blink, to 
twinkle, as one who cannot see clearly, 
and hence to be nearsighted. The 
meaning here is, that he is like one 
who has an indistinct vision ; one who 
can see only the objects that are near 
him, but who has no correct apprehen- 
sion of objects that are more remote. 
He sees but a little way into the true 
nature and design of the gospel. He 
does not take those large and clear 
Tiews which would enable him to com- 
prehend the whole system at a glance. 
^ And hath forgotten that he wa» 
purged from his old sins. He does 
not remember the obligation which 
grows out of the fact that a system has 
been devised to purify the heart, and 
that he has been so &r brought under 
the power of that system as to have 
his sins forgiven. If he bad any just 
Tiew of that, he would see that be was 
under obligation to make as high at- 
tainments as possible, and to cultivate to 
the utmost extent the Christian graces. 

10. Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
give diligence, ver. 6. *In view of 
these things, give the gpreater diligence 
to secure your salvation.' The consi- 
derations on which Peter based this 
appeal seem to have been the fact that 
such promises are made to us, and such 
hopes held out before us ; the degree 
of uncertainty thrown over the whole 
matter of our personal salvation by low 
attainments in the divine life, and the 
dreadful condemnation which will en- 

22 



afar off, and hath forgotten that 

he was purged from his old sins. 

10 Wherefore the rather, 



sue if in the end it shall be found that 
we are destitute of all real piety. The 
general thought is, that religion is of 
sufficient importance to claim our high- 
est diligence, and to arouse M to the 
most earnest eflforts to obtain the 'assure 
ance of salvation. If To make your 
ealling and election sure. On the 
meaning of the word calling, s«e Notes 
on Eph. iv. I. On the meaning of Ihe 
word election, see Notes on Rom. fau 1 1. 
1 Thess. i. 4. Comp. Eph. i. 5. The 
word rendered election here (^seHoyif)* 
occurs only in this place and in Acts 
ix. 15 ; Rom. ix. 11 ; zi. 6, 7, 28 ; 1 
Thess. i. 4, though corresponding words 
from the same root denoting the elect, 
to elect, to choose, frequently occur. 
The word here used means election, 
referring to the act of God, by which 
those who are saved are chosen to eter* 
nal life. As the word ealling most 
refer to the act of God, so the wor4 
eketion must ; for it is God who both 
calls and chooses those who shall ha 
saved. The word in the Scriptures 
usually refers to the actupl 'tkoosiag 
of those who shall be saved ; that is, 
referring to the time when they, in fast, 
become the children of God,- rather than . 
to the purpose of God that it shall be 
done ; but still there must have been ah 
eternal purpose, for God makes no 
choice which he did not always intend 
to make. The word sure, means firm, 
steadfast, secure (^s^au»y Here the 
reference must be to themselves ; that 
is, they were so to act as to make it 
certain to themselves that they had 
been chosen, and were truly called into 
the kingdom of God. It cannot refer 
to God, for no act of theirs could make 
it more certain on his part if they had 
been actually chosen to eternal life. 
Still, God everywhere treats men as 
moral agents, and what may be abso' 
lutely certain in his mind from the 
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brethren, give diligence ' to make 
your calling and election sure : 

a c 3. 17. 



mere purpose that it sheUl be so, is to 
be made certain to us only by evidence, 
and in the free exercise of oar own 
powers. The meaning here is, that 
they were to obtain such evidences of 
personal piety as to put the question 
whether they were called and chosen, 
80 far as their own minds were con- 
cerned, to rest; or so as to have un- 
doubted evidence on this point. The 
Syriac, the Vulgate, and some Greek 
manuscripts, insert here the expression 
(by your gdod works;' that is, they 
were to make their calling sure by their 
good works, or by holy living. This 
clause, as Calvin remarks, is not author- 
ized by the best authority, but it does 
not materially affect the sense. It was 
undoubtedly by their < good works' in 
the sense of holy living, or of lives 
consecrated to the service of God, that 
they were to obtain the evidence that 
they were true Christians ; that is, that 
they had been really called into the 
kingdom of God, for there is nothing 
else on which we can depend for such 
evidence. God has given no assurance 
to us by name that he intends to save 
us. We can rely on no voice, or 
vision, or new revelation, to prove that 
it is so. No internal feeling of itself, 
no raptures, no animal excitement, no 
confident persuasion in our own minds 
that we are elected, can be proof in the 
case, and the only certain evidence on 
which we can rely is that which is 
found in a life of sincere piety. In 
view of the important statement of 
Peter in this verse, then, we may re- 
mark (I.) that he believed in the doc- 
trine of election, for he uses language 
which obviously implies this, or such 
as they are accustomed to use who be- 
lieve the doctrine. (2.) The fact that 
God has chosen those who shall be 
saved, does not make our own efforts 
unnecessary to make that dalvation sure 
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shall never fall : 
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to us. It can be made sure to our own 
minds only by our own exertions ; by 
obtaining evidence that we are in fact 
the children of God. There can be no 
evidence that salvation will be ours un- 
less there is a holy life ; that is, unless 
there is true religion. Whatever may 
be the secret purpose of God in regard 
to us, the only evidence that we have 
that we shall be saved is to be found 
in the fact that we are sincere Chris- 
tians, and are honestly endeavouring to 
do his will. (3.) It is possible to make 
our calling and election sure ; that is, 
to have such evidence on the subject 
that the mind shall be calm, and that 
there will be no danger of deception. 
If we can determine the point that we 
are in fad true Christians, that settles 
the matter — for then the unfailing pro- 
mise of God meets us that we shall be 
saved. In making our salvation sura 
to our own minds, if we are-in fact 
true Christians, we have not to go into 
an argument to prove that we have 
sufficient strength to resist temptation, 
or that we shall be able in any way to 
keep ourselves. All that matter is set- 
tled by the promise of God, that if we 
are Christians we shall be kept by him 
to salvation. The only question that 
is to be settled is, whether we are in 
fact true Christians, and all beyond 
that may be regarded as determined 
immutably. But assuredly it is possi- 
ble for a man to determine the question 
whether he is or is not a true Chris- 
tian. (4.) If it can be done, it should 
be. Nothing is more important for us 
to do than this ; and to ibis great in- 
quiry we should apply our minds with 
unfaltering diligence, until by the grace 
of God we can say that there are no 
lingering doubts in regard to our final 
salvation. IT For if ye do these things. 
The things referred to in the previous 
verses. If you us« all diligence to 
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11 For so an entrance shall 
be ministered unto you abund- 
antly into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 
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12 Wherefore I will not be 
negligent to put you always in 
remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth. 



make as high attainments as possible 
in piety, and if yon practice the yir- 
tues demanded by religion, ts. 5 — 7. 
IT Ye than never fall Yon shall never 
fill! into perdition. That is, you shall 
certainly be saved. 

11. For so an entrance. In this 
manner you shall be admitted into the 
kingdom of God. IT ShaU be minis' 
tered unto you. The same Greek word 
is here used which occurs in ver. 5, 
and which is there rendered add. See 
Notes on that verse. There was not 
improbably in the mind of the apostle 
a recollection of that word, and the 
sense may be that << if they would lead 
on the virtues and gpuces referred to in 
their beautiful order, those graces would 
attend them in a radiant train to the 
mansions of immortal glory and blessed- 
ness." See Doddridge in he. ^ Abun- 
dantly. Gr., richly. That is, the most 
ample entrance would be furnished; 
there would be no doubt about their 
admission there. The gates of glory 
would be thrown wide open, and they, 
adorned with all the bright train of 
graces, would be admitted there. ^Into 
the everlasting kingdom^ dtc. Heaven. 
It is here called everlastings not because 
the Lord Jetfus shall preside over it as 
the Mediator (comp. Notes on 1 Cor. 
ZV..24), but because in the form which 
shall be established when <he shall 
have given it up to the Father,' it will 
endure for ever. The empire of God 
which the Redeemer shall set up over 
the souls of his people shall endure to 
all eternity. The object of the plan of 
redemption was to secure their alle- 
gianc-e to God, and that will never ter- 
minate. 

12. Wherefore I will not be negli- 
gent. That is, ia view of the import- j 



ance of these things. If To put you 
always in remembrance. To give you 
the means of having them always in 
remembrance ; to wit, by his writings. 
Y Though ye know them. It was of 
importance for Peter, as it is for minis- 
ters of the gospel now, to bring known 
truths to remembrance. Men are liable 
to forget them, and they do not exert 
the influence over them which they 
ought. It is the office of the ministry 
not only to impart to a people truths 
which they did not know before, but a 
large part of their work is to bring to 
recollection well-known truths, and to 
seek that they may exert a proper in- 
fluence on the life. Amidst the cares, 
the business, the amusements, and the 
temptations of the world, even true 
Christians are prone to forget them; 
and the ministers of the gospel render 
them an essential service, even if they 
should do nothing more than remind 
them of truths which are well under- 
stood, and which they have known be- 
fore. A pastor, in order to be useful, 
need not always aim at originality, or 
deem it necessary always to present 
truths which have never been heard of 
before. He renders an essential ser- 
vice to mankind who reminds them 
of what they know but are prone to 
forget, and who endeavours to impress 
plain and farojliar truths on the heart 
and conscience, for these truths are 
most important for man. ^ And be 
established in the present truth. That 
is, the truth which is with you, or 
which you h^ve received. Rob. Lex* 
on the word ^opetjut* The apostle did 
not doubt that they were now con- 
firmed in the truth as far as it had been 
made known to them, hot he felt that 
amidst their trials, and especially as 
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13 Yea, I think it meet, as 
long as I am in this tabernacle, 
to stir " you up, by putting you 
in remembrance ; 

« c. 3. 1. 
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14 Knowing that sbartly I 
must put off this my tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath shewed me. * 

b Jno. 21. 18, 19. 



they were liable to be drawn away by 
false teachers, there was need of re- 
minding them of the grounds on which 
the traths which they had embraced 
rested, and of adding his own testimony 
to confirm their divine origin. Though 
we may be very firm in our belief of 
the truth, yet there is a propriety that 
the grounds of our faith should be 
stated to us frequently, that they may 
be always in our remembrance. The 
mere fact that at present we are firm in 
the belief of the truth, is no certain 
evidence that we shall always continue 
to be ; nor because we are thus firm 
should we deem it improper for our re- 
ligious teachers to state the grounds on 
which our faith rests, or to guard us 
against the arts of those who would 
attempt to subvert our faith. 

13. Yea, I think it meet, I think 
it becomes me as an apostle. It is my 
appropriate duty ; a duty which is felt 
the more as the close of life draws near. 
^As long as lam in this tabernacle. 
As long as I live ; as long as I am in 
the body. The body is called a taber- 
nacle, or tent, as that in which the soul 
resides for a little time. See Notes on 
2 Cor. V. 1. ^ To stir you up by put- 
ting you in remembrance. To excite 
or arouse you to a diligent performance 
of your duties; to keep up in your 
minds a lively sense of divine things. 
Religion becomes more important to a 
man's mind always as he draws near 
the close of life, and feels that he is 
soon to enter the eternal world. 

14. Knowing that shortly I must 
put off this my tabernacle. That I 
must die. This he knew, probably, 
because he was growing old, and was 
reaching the outer period of human 
life. It does not appear that he had 
any express revelation on the point] 



Y Even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath 
shewed me. See Notes on John xxL 
18, 19. This does not mean that he 
had any new revekition on the subject, 
showing him that he was soon to die, 
as many of the ancients supposed ; bat 
the idea is, that the time drew near 
when he was to die in the manner in 
which the Saviour had told him that 
he would. He had said (John xxi. 18) 
that this WDuld occur when he diould 
be < old,' and as he was now becoming^ 
old, he felt that the predicted event was 
drawing near. Many years had now 
elapsed since this remarkable prophecy 
was uttered. It would seem that Petei 
had never doubted the truth of it, and 
during all that time he had had before 
him the distinct assurance that he must 
die by violence ; by having < his hands 
stretched forth ;' and by being con- 
veyed by force to some place of death 
to which he would not of himself go 
(John xxi. 18) ; but, though the pros- 
pect of such a death must have been 
painful, he never turned away from it ; 
never sought to abandon his master's 
cause ; and never doubted that it would 
be so. This is one of the few instances 
that have occurred in the world, where 
a man knew distinctly, long beforehand, 
what would be the manner of his own 
death, and where he could have it con- 
stantly in his eye. We cannot foresee 
this in regard to ourselves, but we may 
learn to feel that death is not far dis- 
tant, and may accustom ourselves to 
think upon it in whatever manner it 
may come upon us, as Peter did, and 
endeavour to prepare for it. Peter 
would naturally seek to prepare him- 
self for death in the pafHcuIar form in 
which he knew it would ooenr to him ; 
we should prepare ibr it in whatever 
way it may occur to us. ThB subject 



A.D.«6.] CHAPTER L 

15 Moreover, I will endea- 
voar that ye may be able after 



of crucifixion would be one of peculiar 
interest to him; to us death itself 
should be the subject of peculiar in- 
terest ; the manner is to be left to Ood. 
Whatever may be the signs of its ap- 
proach, whether sickness or gray hairs, 
we should meditate much upon an 
event so solemn to us, and as these in- 
dications thicken we should be more 
diligent, as Peter was, in doing the 
work that God has given us to do. Our 
days, like the fabled Sybil's leaves, be- 
come more valuable as they are dimin- 
ished in number ; and as the * inevita- 
ble hour' draws nearer to us, we should 
labour more diligently in our master's 
cause, gird our loins more closely, and 
trim our lamps. Peter thought of the 
cross, for it was such a death that he 
was led to anticipate. Let us think of 
the bed of languishing on which we 
may die, or of the blow that may strike 
us suddenly down in the midst of our 
way, calling us without a moment's 
warning into the presence of our Judge. 
15. Moreover, 1 will endeavour, I 
will leave such a perutenent record of 
my views on these subjects that you 
may not forget them. He meant not 
only to declare his sentiments orally, 
but to record them that they might be 
perused when he was dead. He had 
such a firm conviction of the truth and 
value of the sentiments which he held, 
that he would use all the means in his 
power that the church and the world 
should not forget them. ^ After my 
decease. My exode (^oiov) ; my jour- 
ney out ; my departure ; my exit from 
life. This is not the usual word to de^ 
note death, but is rather a word denot- 
ing that he was going on a journey 
out of this world. He did not expect 
to cease to be, but he expected to go 
on his travels to a distant abode. This 
idea runs tlurough all this beautiful de- 
scription of the feelings of Peter as he 
con^Amplated death. Hence he speaka 
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my decease to have these things 
always in remembrance. 



of taking down the < tabernacle' or ttnt^ 
the temporary abode of the soul, that 
his spirit might be removed to another 
place (ver. 13); and hence he speaks 
of an exode from the present life — a 
journey to another world. This Is the 
true notion of death ; and if so, two 
things follow from it: (1.) we shoukl 
make preparation for it, as we do for a 
journey, and the more in proportion to 
the distance that we are to travel, and 
the time that we are to be absent ; and 
(2.) when the preparation is made, we 
should not be unwilling to enter on the 
journey, as we are not now when we 
are prepared to leave our homes to visit 
some remote part of our own country, 
or a distant land. 7 To have these 
things always in remembrance. By 
his writings. We may learn from 
this (1.) that when a Christian grows 
old, and draws near to death, his sense 
of the value of divine truth by no 
means diminishes. As he approaches 
the eternal world ; as from its borders 
he surveys the past and looks on to 
what is to come; as he remembers 
what benefit the truths of religion 
have conferred on him in life, and sees 
what a miserable being he would now 
be if he had no such hope as the gospel 
inspires ; as he looks on the whole in- 
fluence of those truths on his family 
and friends, on his country and the 
world, their value rises before him with 
a magnitude which be never saw be- 
fore, and he desires most earnestly that 
they should be seen and embraced by 
all. A man on the borders of eternity 
is likely to have a very deep sense of 
the value of the Christian religion; 
and is he not then in favourable circum- 
stances to estimate this matter aright ^ 
Let any one place himself in imagina- 
tion in the situation of one who is on 
the borders of the eternal worid, as all 
in fact soon will be, and can he have 
any doubt about the value of religiooa 
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16 For we hare not followed 



a2 Co. 4. 2. 



truth 1 (2.) We may learn from what 
Peter says here that it is the duty of 
those who are drawing near to the 
eternal world, and who are the friends 
of religion, to do all they can that the 
truths of Christianity * may be always 
had in remembrance/ Every man's 
experience of the value of religion, and 
the results of his examination and ob- 
servation, should be regarded as the 
property of the world, and should not 
be lost As he is about to die he 
should seek, by all the means in his 
power, that those truths should be per- 
petuated and propagated. This duty 
may be discharged by some in counsels 
offered to the young, as they are about 
to enter on life, giving them the results 
of their own experience, observation, 
and reflections on the subject of reli- 
gion ; by some, by an example so con- 
sistent that it cannot be soon forgotten — 
a legacy to friends and to the world of 
much more value than accumulated 
silver and gold; by some, by solemn 
warnings or exhortations on the bed 
of death ; in other cases, by a recorded 
experience of the conviction and value 
of religion, and a written defence of its 
truth, and illustration of its nature — for 
every man who can write a good book 
owes it to the church and the world to 
do it ; by Others, in leaving the means 
of publishing and spreading good books 
in the world. He does a good service 
to his own age; and to future ages, who 
records the results of his observations 
and his reflections in favour of the 
truth in a book that shall be readable ; 
and though the book itself may be ul- 
timately forgotten, it may have saved 
some persons from ruin, and may have 
accomplished its part in keeping up, the 
knowledge of the truth in his own 
generation. Peter, as a minister of the 
gospel, felt himself bound to do this, 
and no men have so good an opportu- 
nity of doing this now as ministers of 



cunningly devised fables/ when 
we made known unto you the 



the gospel. No men have more ready 
access to the press. No men have so 
much certainty that they will have the 
public attention, if they will write any 
thing worth reading. No men, com- 
monly, in a community are belter edu- 
cated, or are more accustomed to write. 
No men, by their profession, seem to 
be so much called to address their fel- 
low-men in any way in favour of the 
truth ; and it is matter of great marvel 
that men who have such opportunities, 
and who seem especially called to the 
work, do not do mqie of this kind of 
service in the cause of religion. Them- 
selves soon to die, how can they help 
desiring that they may leave something 
that shall bear an honourable, though 
humble, testimony to truths which they 
so much prize, and which they are ap- 
pointed to defend 1 A tract may live 
long after the author is in the grave ; 
and who can calculate the results 
which have followed the efforts of Bax- 
ter and Edwards to keep up in the 
world the remembrance of the truths 
which they deemed of so much value 1 
This little epistle of Peter has shed 
light on the path of men now for 
eighteen hundred years, and will con- 
tinue to do it until the second coming 
of the Saviour. 

16. For we have not followed cuu' 
ningly devised fables. That is, fic- 
tions or stories invented by artful men, 
and resting on no solid foundation. 
The doctrines which they held about 
the coming of the Saviour were not, 
like many of the opinions of the Greeks, 
defended by weak and sophistical rea- 
soning, but were based on solid evi- 
dence — evidence furnished by the per- 
sonal observation of competent wit- 
nesses. It is true of the gospel in gen- 
eral that it is not founded on cunningly 
devised fables ; but the particular point 
referred to here is the promised coming 
of the Saviour. The evidence of that 
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power and coining of our Lord 

« Mat. 17. 1-^. 
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fact Peter proposes now to adduce. 
If When we made known unto you. 
Probably Peter here refers particularly 
to statemeDts respecting the coming of 
the Saviour, in his first epittle (ch. i. 
6, 13 ; It. 13) ; but this Was a common 
topic in the preaching, and in the epis- 
tles, of the apostles. It may, therefore, 
have referred to statements made to 
them at some time in his preaching, as 
well as to what he said in his former 
epistle. The apostles laid great stress 
on the second coming of the Saviour, 
and often dwelt apon it. Comp. 1 
These, iv. 16. Notes, AcUi. 11. ^ The 
power and coming. These two words 
refer to the same thing, and the mean- 
ing is, his powerful coming, or his 
coming in power. The advent of the 
Saviour is commonly represented as 
connected with the exhibition of power. 
MatL xxiv. 30. '* Coming in the clouds 
of heaven, with power." See Notes 
on that verse. Comp. Luke xxii. 69. 
Mark iiL 9. The power evinced will 
be by raising the dead; summoning 
the world to judgment; determining 
the destiny of men, &c. When the 
coming of the Saviour, therefore, was 
referred to by the apostles in their 
preaching, it was probably always in 
connection with the declaration that it 
would be accompanied by exhibitions 
of great power and glory — as it un- 
doubtedly will be. The fact that the 
Lord Jesus would thus return, it is 
clear, had been denied by some among 
those to whom this epistle was ad- 
dressed, and it was important to state 
the evidence on which it was to be be- 
lieved. The grounds on which they 
denied it (ch. iii. 4) were, that there 
were no appearances of his approach ; 
that the promise had not been fulfilled ; 
that all things continued as they had 
been ; and that the affairs of the world 
moved on as they always had done. 
To meet and counteract this error — an 



Jesus Christ, but were eye-wit- 
nesses " of his majesty. 



error which so prevailed that many 
were in danger of * falling from their 
own steadfastness' (ch. iii. 17)— Peter 
states the proof on which he believed 
in the coming of the Saviour. ^ But 
ufcre eye-ufitnesies of hia mt^esty. On 
the mount of transfiguration. Matt, 
xvii. 1 — 5. See Notes on that passage. 
That transfiguration was witnessed 
only by Peter, James, and John. But, 
it may be asked how the facts there 
witnessed demonstrate the point under 
consideration — that the Lord Jesus 
will come with power ? To this it 
may be replied, (1.) That these apos- 
tles had there such a view of the Sa- 
viour in his glory as to convince them 
beyond doubt that he was the Messiah. 
(2.) That there was a direct attestation 
given to that hct by a voice from hear 
ven, declaring that he was the beloved 
Son of God. r 3.) That that transfigu- 
ration was understood to have an im- 
portant reference to the coming of the 
Saviour in his kingdom and his glory, 
and was designed to be a representa- 
tion of the manner in which he would 
then appear. This is referred to dis- 
tinctly by each one of the three evan- 
gelists who have mentioned the trans- 
figuration. Matt. xvi. 28. " There be 
some standing here which shall not 
taste of death till they see the Son of 
man coming in his kingdom." Mark 
ix. 1, 2. Luke ix. 27, 28. The trans- 
figuration which occurred soon after 
these words were spoken, was designed 
to show them what he would bo in his 
glory, and to furnish to them a demon- 
stration which they could never forget, 
that he would yet set up his kingdom 
in the world. (4.) They had in fact 
such a view of him as he would be in 
his kingdom, that they could entertain 
no doubt on the point ; and the fact as 
it impressed their own minds they made 
known to others. The evidence as it 
lay in Peter's mind was, that that 
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17 For he receiTed from God 
the Father honour and glory, 
when there came such a voice 
to him from the excellent glory, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. 
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18 And this voice which came 
from heaven we heard, when we 
were with him in the holy mount. 

19 We have also a more sure 
word of prophecy; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as 



transfigUTstion was daigned to fiirnish 
proof to them that the Messiah would 
certainly appear in gtory, and to giye 
them a view of him as coming to reign 
which would never fade from their 
memory. As that had not yet heen 
accomplished, he maintained that the 
eyidence was clear that it must occur 
at some future time. As the transfigu- 
ration was with reference to his coming 
in his kingdom, it was proper for Peter 
to use it with that reference, or as 
hearing on that point 

17. For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory. He was 
honoured hy God in being thus ad- 
dressed. 1 When there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory. 
The magnificent splendour ; the bright 
cloud which overshadowed them. Matt, 
xvii. 5. Y This is my beloved Son, in 
whom 1 am well pleased. See Notes 
on Matt xvii. 5 ; iii. 17. This demon- 
strated that he was the Messiah. Those 
who heard that voice could not doubt 
this ; they never did afterwards doubt 
. 18. And this voice which came from 
heaven we heard. To wit, Peter, and 
• James, and John. IT When we were 
wtlh him in the holy mount. Galled 
holy on account of the extraordinary 
manifestation of the Redeemer's glory 
there. It is not certainly known what 
mountain this was, but it has com- 
monly been supposed to be Mount 
Tabor. See Notes on Matt xvii. 1. 

19. We have also a more sure word 
of prophecy. That is, a prophecy per- 
taining to the coming of the Lord Je- 
sus ; for that is the point under discus- 
sion. There has been considerable 
diversity of opinion in regard to the 
meaning of this passage. Some have 



supposed that the apostle, when he I 
says * a more sure word,' did not intend 
to make any comparison between the 
miracle of the transfiguration and pro- i 
phecy, but that he meant to say merely ^ 
that the word of prophecy was very 
sure, and could certainly be relied on. 
Others have supposed that the mean- 
ing is, that the prophecies which fore- 
told his coming into the world having 
been confirmed by the fact of his ad« 
vent, are rendered more sure and un- 
doubted than when they were uttered, 
and may now be confidently appealed 
to. So Rosenmtlller, Benran, Mac- 
knight, Clarke, Wetstein, and Grotins. 
Luther renders it, <we have a firm 
prophetic word ;' omitting the compari- 
son. A literal translation of the pas- 
sage would be, < and we have the pro- 
phetic word more firm.' If a compari- 
son is intended, it may be either that 
the prophecy was more sure than the 
fables referred to in ver. 16 ; or than 
the miracle of the transfiguration ; or 
than the word which was heard in the 
holy mount; or than the prophecies 
even in the time when they were first 
spoken. If such a comparison was 
designed, the most obvious of these 
interpretations would be, that the pro- 
phecy was more certain proof than was 
furnished in the mount of transfigura- 
tion. But it seems probable that no 
comparison was intended, and that the 
thing on which Peter intended to ^ 
the eye was not that the prophecy was j 
a better evidence respecting the advent 
of the Messiah than other evidences, 
but that it was a strong proof which 
demanded their particular attention, as 
being of a firm and decided character. 
There can be no doubt that the apostle 
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unto a light 'that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, 

«Pb.119. 105. Pr.&SX 

refers here to what ii contained in the 
Old Testament, for in ver. 21, he speaks 
of the prophecy as that which was 
^M>ken < in old time, by men that were 
moved by the Holy Ghost' The point 
to which the prophecies related, and to 
which Peter referred, was the great doc- 
trine respecting the coming of the Mes- 
siah, embracing perhaps all that per- 
tained to his work, or all that he designed 
to do by his advent They had had one 
illostrioos proof respecting his advent 
as a glorious Savioar by his transfiga- 
ration on the mount; and the apostle 
here says that the prophecies aboanded 
with troths on these points, and that 
they ought to give earnest heed to the 
disclosures which they made, and to 
compare them diligently with facts as 
they occurred, that they might be con- 
firmed more and more in the truth. If, 
however, as the more obvious sense of 
Una passage sums to be, and as many 
suppose to be the correct interpretation 
(see Doddridge, in loc^ and Professor 
Stuart, on the canon of the O. T., p. 
329), it means that the prophecy was 
more sure, more steadfast, more to be 
depended on than even what the three 
disciples had seen and heard in the 
mount of transfiguration, this may be 
regarded as true in the following re- 
spects: (1.) The prophecies are nfiro«- 
rotM, and by their number they furnish 
a stronger proof than could be afforded 
by a single manifestation, however 
clear and glorious. (2.) They were 
recorded, and might be the subject of 
careful comparison with the events as 
th0y occurred. (3.) They were writ- 
ten long beforehand, and it could not 
be urged that the testimony which the 
prophets bore was owing to any illusion 
on their minds, or to any agreement 
among the different writers to impose 
on the world. Though Peter regarded 
the testimony which he, and James and 



and the daynitar * arise in your 
hearts: 



*Re.2.S8;23.16. 



John bore to the glory of the Saviour 
from what they saw on the holy mount, 
as strong and clear confirmation that 
he was the Son of God, yet he could 
not but be aware that it might be sug^ 
gested by a caviller that they might 
have agreed to impose on others, or 
that they might have been dazzled and 
deceived by some natural phenomenon 
occurring there. Comp. Kuinoel on 
Matt zvii. 1, seq. (4^) Even suppos- 
ing that there was a miracle in the 
case, the evidence of the prophecies, 
embracing many points in the same 
general subject, and extending through 
a long series of years, would be more 
satisfiictoiy than any single miracle 
whatever. See Doddridge, tn ibe. The 
general meaning is, that the fact that 
he had come as the Messiah, was dis- 
closed in the mount, by such a mani- 
festation of his glory, and of what he 
would be, that they who saw it could 
not doubt it ; the same thing the apos- 
tle says was more fully shown also in 
the prophecies, and these prophecies 
demanded their close and prolonged at- 
tention. Y Whereunto ye do weil that 
ye take heed, They are worthy of 
your study, of your close and carefhl 
investigation. There is perhaps jao 
study more worthy of the attention of 
Christians than that of the prophecies^ 
IT As unto a tight that thineth in a 
dark place. That is, the prophecies 
resemble a candle, lamp, or torch, in a 
dark room, or in an obscure road at 
night They make objects distinct 
which were before unseen; they en- 
able us to behold many things which 
would be otherwise invisible. The 
object of the apostle in this repre- 
sentation seems to have been, to state 
that the propheecies do not give a 
perfect light, or that they do not re- 
move all obscurity, but that they shed 
some light on objects which would 
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otherwise be entirely dark, and that 
the light which they furnished was so 
valuable .that we ought by all means 
to endeavour to avail ourselves of it. 
Until the day shall dawn, and we shall 
see objects by the clear light of the 
sun, they are to be our guide. A lamp 
is of great value in a dark night, though 
it may not disclose objects so clearly as 
the light of the sun. But it may be a 
safe and sure guide, and a man who 
has to travel in dark and dangerous 
places, does < well' to < take heed' to his 
lamp. IT Until the day dawn. Until 
you have the clearer light which shall 
result from the dawning of the day. 
The reference here is to the morning 
light as compared with a lamp; and 
the meaning is, that we should attend 
to the light furnished by the prophecies 
until the truth shall be rendered more 
'^istinet by the events as they shall act- 
ually 'he disclosed — until the brighter 
light which shall be shed on all things 
by the *glory of the second advent of 
th» Samovr, and the clearing up of 
^hat is now obscure in the splendours 
of the heavenly world. The point of 
comparison is between the necessary 
obscurity of prophecy, and the clear- 
ness of events when they actually oc- 
cur — a difference like that which is ob- 
servable in the objects around us when 
seen by the shining of the lamp and 
by the light of the sun. The apostle 
directs the mind onward to a period 
•when all shall be clear — to that glori- 
ous time when the Saviour shall re- 
turn to receive his people to himself in 
that heaven where all shall be light. 
Comp. Rev. xxi. 23 — 25; xxii. 5. 
Meantime, we should avail ourselves 
of all the light which we have, and 
should apply ourselves diligently to the 
study of the prophecies of the Old Tes- 
tament which are still unfulfilled, and 
of those in the New Testament which 
direct the mind onward to brighter and 



no prophecy of the Scripture is 
of any private interpretation. 



more glorious scenes than this world 
has yet witnessed. In our darkness 
they are a cheering lamp to guide our 
feet till that illustrious day shall dawn. 
Comp. Notes on 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10. 
IT And the day-star. The morning 
star — the bright star that at certain pe- 
riods of the year leads on the day, and 
which is a pledge that the morning is 
about to dawn. Comp. Rev. ii. 28 ; 
xxii. 16. IT Arise in your hearts. On 
your hearts; that is, sheds its beams 
on your hearts. Till you see the indi- 
cations of that approaching day in 
which all is light. The period referred 
to here by the approaching day that is 
to diffuse this light is, when the Sa- 
viour shall return in the full revelation 
of his glory — the splendour of his king- 
dom. Then, all will be clear. Till 
that time, we should search the pro- 
phetic records, and strengthen our faith, 
and comfort our hearts, by the predic- 
tions of the future glory of his reign. 
Whether this refers, as some suppose, 
to his reign on earth either personally 
or by the principles of his religion uni- 
versally prevailing, or, as others sup- 
pose, to the brighter revelations of hea- 
ven when he shall come to receive his 
people to himself, it is equally clear 
that a brighter time than any that has 
yet occurred is to dawn on our race, 
and equally true that we should regard 
the prophecies, as we do the morning 
star, as the cheering harbinger of day. 
20. Knowing this first. Bearing 
this steadily in mind as a primary and 
most important truth. IT Thai no pro- 
phecy of the Scripture. No prophecy 
contained in the inspired records. The 
word Scripture here shows that the 
apostle referred particularly to the pro- 
phecies recorded in the Old Testament 
^he remark which he makes about 
prophecy is general, though it is de- 
signed to bear on a particular class of 
the prophecies. H Is of any private 
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interpretation. The expression here 
used (ISias i^tXvtfca>$) hai^ given rise to 
as great a diversity of interpretation, 
and to as much discussion, as perhaps 
any phrase in the New Testament, and 
to the present time there is no genera] 
agreement among expositors as to its 
meaning. It would be foreign to the 
design of these Notes, and would be 
of little utility, to enumerate the differ- 
ent interpretations which have been 
given of the passage, or to examine 
them in detail. It will be sufficient to 
remark, preparatory to endeavouring to 
ascertain the true sense of the passage, 
that some have held that it teaches that 
no prophecy can be interpreted of it- 
self, but can be understood only by 
comparing it with the event; others 
that it teaches that the prophets did 
not themselves understand what they 
wrote, but were mere passive organs 
under the dictation of the Holy Spirit 
to communicate to future times what 
they could not themselves explain ; 
others that it teaches that « no prophecy 
is of self-interpretation" [Horaleyyj 
others that it teaches that the prophe- 
cies, besides having a literal significa- 
tion, have also a hidden and mystical 
sense which cannot be learned from 
the prophecies themselves, but is to be 
perceived by a peculiar power of in- 
sight imparted by the Holy Ghost, 
enabling men to understand their re- 
condite mysteries. It would be easy to 
show that some of these opinions are 
absurd, and that none of them are 
sustained by the fair interpretation 
of the language used, and by the drift 
of the passage. The more correct in- 
terpretation, as it seems to me, is that 
which supposes that the apostle teaches 
that the truths which the prophets 
communicated were not originated by 
themselves; were not of their own 
suggestion or invention ; were not their 
own opinions, but were of higher ori- 
gin, and were imparted by God ; and 
according to this, the passage may be 
explained * knowing this as a point of 



first importance when jou approach 
the prophecies, or always bearing this 
in mind, that it is a great principle in 
regard to the prophets that what they 
communicated was not of their own 
disclosure / that is, was not revealed 
or originated by them.' That this is 
the correct interpretation will be ap- 
parent from the followiilg considera- 
tions: (1.) It accords with the design 
of the apostle, which is to produce an 
impressive sense of the importance and 
value of the prophecies, and to lead 
those to whom he wrote to study them 
with diligence. This could be secured 
in no way so well as by assuring them 
that the writings which he wished them 
to study did not contain truths origin- 
ated by tho human mind, but that they 
were of higher origin. (2.^ This in- 
terpretation accords with what is said 
in the following verso, and is the 
only one of all those proposed that is 
consistent with that, or in connection 
with which that verse will have any 
force. In that verse (21) a Hason is 
given for what- is said here : « For 
(ydp) the prophecy came not in old 
time hy the will of man" 4ce. Bat 
this can be a good reason for. what is 
said here only on the supposition tl^t 
the apostle meant to say that what 
they communicated was not originated 
by themselves ; that it was of a higher 
than human origin ; that the prophets 
spake <as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.' This fact was a good 
reason why they should show pro- 
found respect for the prophecies, and 
study them with attention. But how 
could the fact that they were moved hy 
the Holy Ghost be a reason for study- 
ing them if the meaning here is that 
the prophets could not understand their 
own language, or that the prophecy 
could be understood only by the 
event, or that the prophecy had a 
double meaning, &c. If the prophe- 
cies were of divine origin, then that 
was a good reason why they should 
be approached with reverence, and 
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should be profoundly studied. (3.) 
This interpretation accords as well, to 
say the least, with the fair meaning of 
the language employed, as either of the 
other opinions proposed. The word 
rendered interpretation (ijil't^g^) occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament. 
It properly means solution (Rob. Lex.), 
iUcloaure (Prof. Stuart on the O. T., 
p. 328), making free {Passow,) with 
the notion that what is thus released or 
loosed was before bound, entangled, 
obscure. The verb from which this 
word is derived (iftixUa) means to let 
loose upon, as dogs upon a hare, Xen. 
Mem. 7, 8 ; ib. 9, 10 ; to loose or open 
letters ^ to loosen a band ; to loose or 
disclose a riddle or a dark saying, and 
then to enlighten, illustrate, &c. Passow. 
It is twice used in the New Testament. 
M»rk iv*. 34, < he eacpounded all things 
to his disciples^ Acts xix. 39, < it shall be 
determined in a lawful assembly.' The 
verb would be applicable to loosing any 
thing which is bound or confined, and 
thence to the explanation of a myste- 
rious doctrine or a parable, or to a dis- 
closure of what was before unknown. 
The word, according to this, in the 
place before us, would mean the dis- 
closure of what was before bound, or 
retained, or unknown ; either what had 
never been communicated at all, or 
what had been communicated obscurely, 
and the iden is, < no prophecy recorded 
in the Scripture is of, or comes from, 
any exposition or disclosure of the will 
and purposes of God by the prophets 
themselves.' It is not a thing of their 
own^ or a private matter originating 
with themselves, but is to be traced to 
a higher source. If this be the true 
interpretation, then it follows that the 
prophecies are to be regarded as of 
higher than any human origin, and 
then, also, it follows, that this passage 
should not be used to prove that the 
prophets did not understand the nature 
of their own communications, or that 
they were mere unconscious and pas- 
sive instraments io the hand of God 



to make known his vnll. Whatever 
may be the truth on those points, this 
passage proves nothing in regard to 
Ihem, any more than the fact that a 
minister of religion now declares truth 
which he did not originate, but which 
is to be traced to God as its author, 
proves that he does not understand 
what he himself says. It follows, also, 
that this passage cannot be adduced by 
the Papists to prove that the people at 
large should not have free access to the 
word of God, and should not be allowed 
to interpret it for themselves. It makes 
no affirmation on that point, and does 
not even contain any principle of which 
such a use can be made, for (1.) what- 
ever it means, it is confined to prO' 
phecy; it does not embrace the whole 
Bible. (2.) Whatever it means, it 
merely states a fact ; it does not enjoin 
a duty. It states, as a ikct, that there 
was something about the prophecies 
which was not of private solution, but 
it does not state that it is the duty of 
the church to prevent any private ex- 
planation or opinion even of the pro- 
phecies. (3.) It says nothing about 
the church as empowered to give a 
public or authorised interpretation of 
the prophecies. There is not a hint, or 
an intimation of any kind, that the 
church is entrusted with any such 
power whatever* There never was 
any greater perversion of a passage of 
Scripture than to suppose that this 
teaches that any class of men is not 
to have free access to the Bible. The 
effect of the passage, properly inter- 
preted, should be to lead us to study 
the Bible with profound reverence, as 
having a higher than any human origin, 
not to turn away from it as if it were 
unintelligible, nor to lead us to suppose 
that it can be interpreted only by one 
class of men. The fiict that it discloses 
truths which the human mind could 
not of itself have originated, is a good 
reason for studying it with diligence 
and with prayer; not for supposing 
that it is unlawful for us to attempt to 
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21 For the prophecy came 
not ' in * old time by the- will of 

1 or, at any. a Lu. 1. 70. » 2 Ti. 3. 16. 



understand it ; a good reaaon for rever- 
ence and Teneration for it, not for sanc- 
tified neglect 

21. For the prophecy came not in 
old time^ Marg^ <or at any* The 
Greek word \9ixrtl) will bear either 
constmction. It would be trae in 
either seiue, but the reference is par- 
ticularly to the recorded prophecies in 
the. Old Testament. What was trae 
of them, however, is true of all pro- 
phecy, that it is not by the will of man. 
The vioxdi prophecy here is without the 
article, meaning prophecy in general — 
all that is prophetic in the Old Testa- 
ment ; or, in a more general sense still, 
all that the prophets taught, whether 
relating to future events or not IT By 
the will of man. It was not of human 
origin; not discovered by the human 
mind. The word tottf, here seems to 
be used in the sense of prompting or 
suggestion,' men did not speak by their 
own suggestion, but as truth was 
brought to them by God. f But holy 
men of God. Pious men commissioned 
by God, or employed by him as his 
messengers to mankind. IT Spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
Comp. 2 Tim. iii. 16. The Greek 
phrase here (vrto itinLiwitoi a/iov 
^£pofi£f«fr) means borne along, moved, 
Influenced by the U6ly Ghost The 
idea is, that in what they spake they 
were carried along by an influence 
from above. They moved in the case 
only as they were moved ; they spake 
only as the influence of the Holy 
Ghost was upon them. They were 
no more self-moved than a vessel at 
sea is that is impelled by the wind; 
and as the progress made by the vessel 
is to be measured by the impulse bear- 
ing upon it, so the statements made by 
the prophets are to be traced to the im- 
pulse which bore upon their minds. 
They were not, indeed, in all respects 
23 



man: but holy men of Cfod 
spake as they were moved * by 
the Holy Ghost 

like such a vessel, but only in regard 
to the fact that all they said as prophetp 
was to be traced to the foreign influencd 
that bore upon their minds. There 
could not be, therefore, a more decMed 
declaration than this in proof that tho 
prophets were inspired. If the au- 
thority of Peter is admitted, his posi- 
tive and explicit assertion settles the 
question. If this be so, also, then the 
point with reference to which he makes 
this observation is abundantly con- 
firmed, that the prophecies demand our 
earnest attention, and that we should 
give all the heed to them, which We 
would to a light or lamp Xrhefi travel- 
ling in a dangerous way, and in a dark 
night In a still mere general sense^ 
the remark here made may also 4)0 ap- 
plied to the whole of thq Bcriptuiaa. 
We are in a dark world. Wo see few 
things clearly, and all around us, on a 
thousand questions, there is the ob- 
scurity of midnight By nature there ' 
is nothing to cast light on those ques- 
tions, and we are perplexed, bewildered, 
embarrassed. The Bible is given to 
us to shed light on our way. It is the 
only light which we have respecting 
the future, and though it does not give 
aU the information whid we might 
desire in regard to what is to come, yet 
it gives us sufficient light to guide us 
to heaven. It teaches us what it is 
necessary to know about God, about 
our duty, and about the way of salva- 
tion, in order to conduct us safely, and 
no one who has committed himself to its 
direction has been suffered to wander 
finally away from the paths of salva- 
tion. It is, therefore, a duty to attend 
to the instructions which the Bible im- 
parts, and to commit ourselyes to its 
holy guidance in our journey to a better 
world. For soon, if we are faithful to 
its teachings, the light of eternity will 
dawn upon us, and there, amidst iu 



n. PETER. 



[A. D. 66. 



cloudleflfl splendoar, we shall < see as 
we are seen, and know as we are 
known;' then we shall <need no 
candle, neither light of the sun ; for 
the Lord God shall give us light, and 
we shall reign for ever and ever.' Comp. 
Rev. xxi. 22—24; zxii. 5. 

CHAPTER II. 

ANALYSIS OF THE CHAFTSB. 

The general subject of this chapter 
is stated in the first verse, and it em- 
braces these points : I. That it might 
be expected that there would be false 
teachers among Christians, as there 
were false prophets in ancient times. 
II. That they would introduce destruc- 
tive errors, leading many astray ; and 
in. That they would be certainly 
punished. The design of the chapter 
is to illustrate and defend these points. 

I. That there would be such false 
teachers the apostle expressly states 
(ver. 1), and incidentally in that verse 
and elsewhere in the chapter he notices 
some of their characteristics, or some 
of the doctrines which they would hold, 
(a) They would deny the Lord that 
bought them. ver. 1. See Notes on 
that verse, (b) They would be influ- 
enced by covetousness, and their object 
in their attempting to seduce others 
from the faith, and to induce them to 
become followers of themselves, would 
be to make money, ver. 3. (c) They 
would be corrupt, beastly, and licen- 
tious fa their conduct ; and it would be 
ope destga of their teaching to show 
that the indulgence of gross passions 
was not inconsistent with religion 
(ver. ID); <that walk after the flesh, 
in the lust of uncleanness' (ver. 12) ; 
< as natural brute beasts ;* * shall perish 
in tbeir own corruption' (ver. 14); 
'having eyes full of adultery, and that 
cannot cease from sin' (ver. 22) ; < the 
dog has returned to his own vomit 
again.' (d) They would be proud, 
arrogant, and self-willed ; men who 
would despise all proper government, 
and who would be thoroughly < ratUcat 



in their views (ver. 10) ; < and despise 
government; presumptuous are they 
and self-willed ; they are not afraid to 
speak evil of dignities' (ver. 18) ; 
( they speak great swelling words of 
vanity.' (e) They were persons who 
had been formerly of corrupt lives, but 
who had become professing Christians. 
This is implied in vs. 20 — 22. They 
are spoken of as having < escaped the 
pollutions of the world, through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ;' as < having known the 
ways of righteousness,' but as hitving 
turned again to their former corrupt 
practices and lusts ; < it has happened 
to them according to the true proverb,' 
Sec, There were various classes of 
persons in primitive times, coming 
under the general appellation of the 
term Gnostic, to whom this description 
would apply, and it is probable that 
they had begun to broach their doc- 
trines in the times of the apostles. 
Among those persons were the Ebion- 
ites, Corinthians, Nicolaitanes, &;c. 

II. These false teachers would ob> 
tain followers, and their teachings 
would be likely to allure many. This 
is intimated more than once in the 
chapter. Ver. 3. < And many shall fol- 
low their pernicious ways.' ver. 3. 
( And through covetousness shall they 
with feigned words make merchandise 
of you.' ver. 14. < Beguiling unstable 
souls.' Comp. ver. 18. 

III. They would certainly be pun- 
ished. A large part of the chapter is 
taken up in proving this point, and 
especiallv in showing from the exam- 
ples of otners who had erred in a simi- 
lar manner, that they could not escape 
destruction. In doing this, the apostle 
refers to the following facts and illus- 
trations: (1.) The case of the angels 
that sinned, and that were cast down 
to hell. ver. 4. If God brought such 
dreadful punishment on those who 
were once before his throne, wi6ked 
men could have no hope of escape. 
(2.) The case of the wicked in tlxe 
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time of Noah, who were cut off by the 
flood, ver. 5. (3.) The case of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Ter. 6. (4.) The cha- 
racter of the persons referred to was 
such that they could have no hope of 
escape, (a) They were corrupt, sen- 
sual, presumptuous, and self-wilted, and 
were even worse than the rebel angels 
had been — men that seemed to be made 
to be taken and destroyed, vs. 1(V— 12. 
(6) They were spots and blemishes, 
sensual and adulterers, emulating the 
example of Balaam, who was rebuked 
by even a dumb ass for his iniquity. 
vs. 13—16. (c) They allured others 
to sin under &e specious promise of 
liberty, while they were themselves the 
slaves of debased appetites, and gross 
and sensual passions, vs. 17 — 19. From 
the entire description in this chapter it 
b clear that the persons referred to, 
though once professors of religion, had 
become eminently abandoned and cor- 
rupt It may not, indeed, be easy to 
identify them with any particular sect 
or class then existing and now known 
in history, though not a few of the 
sects in the early Christian church 
bore a strong resemblance to this de- 
scription ; but there have been those in 
every age who have strongly resembled 
these persons, and this chapter, there- 
fore, possesses great value as containing 
important warnings against the arts of 
false teachers, and the danger of being 
seduced by them from the truth. Gomp. 
Intro, to the Epistle of Jude, § 3, 4. 

1. But there were false prophets 
among the people. In the previous 
chapter (vs. 19 — 21) Peter had appealed 
to the prophecies as containing unan- 
swerable proofs of the truth of the 
Christian religion. He says, however, 
that he did not mean to say that all who 
claimed to be prophets were true mes- 
sengers of God. There were many 



among you, ^ who privily shall 
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who pretended to be such, who only 
Ibd the people astray. It is unne- 
cessary to say, that such men have 
abounded in all ages where there have 
been true prophets. ^ Even as there 
shall he false teachers among you. 
The fact that false teachers would arise 
in the church, is often adverted to in 
the New Testament. Comp. Matt, 
xxiv. 6, 24. Acts xx. 29, 30. IT Who 
privUy, That is, in a secret manner, 
or under plausible arts and pretences. 
They would not at first make an open 
avowal of their doctrines, but would in 
fact, while their teachings seemtd to be 
in accordance with truth, covertly main- 
tain opinions which would sap the very 
foundations of religion. The Greek 
word here used, and which is rendered 
< who privily shall bring in' (s[<opetorciyco), 
means properly to lead in by the side 
of others ; to lead in along with others. 
Nothing could better express the usual 
way in which error is introduced. It 
is by the side, or along with, other doc- 
trines which are true ; that is, while 
the mind is turned mainly to other sub- 
jects, and is off its guard, gently and 
silently to lay down some principle 
which being admitted would lead to the 
error, or from which the error W6ukt 
follow as a natural consequenoe« Thos^ 
who inculcate error rarely do it <Q9>eDly« 
If they would at once boUly '.deny the 
Lord that bought them,' if would be 
easy to meet them, and the mass of 
professed Christians would be in no 
danger of embracing the error. But 
when principles are laid dowA which 
may lead to that ; when doubts an re* 
mote points are suggested which may 
involve it; or when a long train of 
reasoning is pursued which may secretly 
tend to if, there is much more proba« 
bility that the mind will be corrupted 
from the truth. IT Damnable heresies 
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bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought 



(aiphetf aatuiksCa^)' * Heresies of de- 
Btruction ;' that is, heresies that will be 
followed by destraction. The Greek 
word which is rendered damnable is 
the ' same which in the close of the 
verse is rendered destruction* It is so 
rendered also in MatL vii. 13. Rom. ix. 
22. Phil. iii. 19. 2 Pet. iii. 16— in all 
of which places it refers to the future 
loss of the soul. The same word also 
is rendered perdition in John xvii. 12. 
Phil. i. 28» 1 Tim. vi. 9. Heb. x. 39. 
2 Pet. iii. 7. Rev. xvii. 8, 11— in all 
which places it has the same reference. 
On the meaning of the word rendered 
< heresies,*, see Notes on Acts xxiv. 14. 
1 Cor. xi. 19. The idea of sect or 
party is that which is conveyed by this 
word, rather than doctrinal errors ; but 
it is evident that in this case the for- 
mation of the sect or party, as is the 
fact in most cases, would be founded 
on error of doctrine. The thing which 
these false teachers would attempt 
would be divisions, alienations, or par- 
ties, in the church, but these would be 
based on the erroneous doctrines which 
they would promulgate. What woul4 
be the particular doctrine in this case 
is immediately specified, to wit, that 
they < would deny the Lord that bought 
them.' .The idea then is, that these 
false teachers would form sects or par- 
ties in the church, of a destructive or 
ruinous nature, founded on a denial of 
the Lord that bought them. Such a 
formation of sects would be ruinous to 
piety, to good morals, and to the soul. 
The authors of these sects, holding the 
views which they did, and influenced 
by the motives which they would be, 
and practising the morals which they 
would practice, as growing out of their 
principles, would bring upon themselves 
swifl and certain destruction. It is 
not possible now to determine to what 
particular class of errorists the apostle 
had reference here, but it is generally 



them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. 



supposed that it was to some form of 
the Gnostic belief. There were many 
early sects of so-called heretics to whom 
what he here says would be appli- 
cable. IT Even denying the Lard 
thai height them. This must mean 
that they held doctrines which were 
in fact a denial of the Lord, or the 
tendency of which would be a denial 
of the Lord, for it cannot be supposed 
that, while they professed to be Chris- 
tians, they would openly and avowedly 
deny him. To <deny the Lord' may 
be either to deny his existence, his 
claims, or his attributes ; it is to with- 
hold from him, in our belief and pro- 
fession, any thing which is essential to 
a proper conception of him. The par- 
ticular thing, however, which is men- 
tioned here as entering into that self- 
denial, is something connected with the 
fact that he had * bought* them. It 
was such a denial of the Lord as 
having bought them, as to be in fact a 
renunciation of the peculiarity of the 
Christian religion. There has been 
much difference of opinion as to the 
meaning of the word Lord in this 
place, whether it refers to God the 
Father, or to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Greek word is AEdtto^tji (des- 
pates). Many expositors have main- 
tained that it refers to the Father, and 
that when it is said that he had bought 
them, it means in a general sense that 
he was the author of the plan of re- 
demption, and had caused them to be 
purchased or redeemed. Michaelis sup- 
poses that the Gnostics are referred to 
as denying the Father by asserting that 
he was not the Creator of the universe, 
maintaining that it was created by an 
inferior being. Intro, to N. T. iv. 360. 
Whitby, Benson, Slade, and many 
others, maintain that this refers to the 
Father as having originated the plan 
by which men are redeemed ; and the 
same opinion is held, of necessity, by 
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those who deny the doctrine of general 
atonement. The only arguments to 
show that it refers to God the Father 
would be (1.) that the word used here 
(Ai6ft6ttji) is not the usual term 
IxvpMi) by which the Lord Jesus is 
designated in the New Testament; 
and (2.) that the admission that it re- 
fers to the Lord Jesus would lead^ in- 
evitably to the conclusion that some 
will perish for whom Christ died* That 
it thes, however, refer to «the Lord 
Jesus, seems to me to be plain from 
the following considerations : (1) It is 
the obvious interpretation ; that which 
would be given by the great mass of 
Christians, and about which there could 
never have been any hesitancy if it had 
not been supposed that it would lead 
to the doctrine of general atonement. 
As to the alleged fact that the word 
used (despotia) is not that which is 
commonly applied to the Lord Jesus, 
that may be admitted to be true, but 
still the word here may be under- 
stood as applied to him. It properljr 
means a master as opposed to a ser- 
vant; then it is used as denoting su- 
preme authority, and is thus applied 
to God, and may be in that sense to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as head over all 
things, or as having supreme authority 
over the church. It occurs in the New 
Testament only in the following places: 
1 Tim. vi. 1, 3. Titus ii. 9. 1 Pet ii. 
18, where it is rendered masters; Luke 
ii. 29. AcU iv. 24. Rev. vi. 10, where 
it is rendered Lordf and is applied to 
God ; and in Jude 4, and in the pas- 
sage before us, in both which places it 
is rendered Lord, and is probably to be 
regarded as applied to the Lord Jesus. 
There is nothing in the proper signifi- 
cation of the word which would forbid 
this. (2.) The phrase is one that is 
properly applicable to the Lord Jesus 
as having bought us with his blood. 
The Greek word is ayopd^a \ a word 
which means property to market, to 
buy, to purchase, and then to redeem, 
or acquire for one's self by a price paid, 
23* 



or by a ransom. It is rendered buy or 
bought in the following places in the 
New Testament:— Matt ziii. 44, 46 ; 
ziv. 16; zzi. 12; xzv. 9, 10; xzvii. 
7. Mark vi. 86, 87 ; xi. 15 ; xv. 46 ; 
zvi. 1. Luke iz. 13; ziv. 18, 19 ; zvii. 
28 ; ziz. 45 ; zxU. 36. John iv. 8 ^ vi« 
5 ; ziii. 29. 1 Cor. vii. 30. Rev. iii. 18 ; 
ziii. 17; zviii. 11, in all which places 
itis applicable to ordinary transactions 
of buying. In the following places It 
is also rendered bought, as applicable 
to the redeemed, as being bought or 
purchased by the Lord Jesus, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20 ; vii. 28. < Ye are bought with 
a price ;' and in the following places it 
iB rendered redeemed, Rev. v. 9 ; ziv. 
3, 4. It does not elsewhere occur in 
the New Testament It is true that in 
a large sense this word might be ap- 
plied to the Father as having caused 
his people to be redeemed, or as being 
the author of the plan of redemption ; 
but it is also true that the word is more 
properly applicable to the Lord Jesus, 
flihd that, when used with reference to 
redemption, if is uniformly given to 
him in the New Testament Comp. 
the passages referred to above. It is 
strictly and properly true only of the 
Son of God that he has < bought^ us. 
The Father indeed is represented as 
making the arrangement, as giving his 
Son to die, and as the great source of 
all the blessings secured by redemp* 
tion; but the purchase was actually 
made by the Son of Grod by his sacri- 
fice on the cross. Whatever there was 
of the nature of a price was paid by 
him; and whatever obligations may 
grow out of the feet that we are pur- 
chased or ransomed are due particularly 
to him. 2 Cor. v. 15. These considera- 
tions seem to me to make it clear that 
Peter referred here to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that he meant to say that 
the felse teachers mentioned held doc- 
trines which were in fact a denial of 
that Saviour. He does not specify parti- 
cularly what constituted such a denial ; 
but it is plain that any doctrine which 
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2 And many shall follow their 
^ pernicious ways ; by reason of 

1 or, UueiviauSt as some copies read. 



represented him, his person, or his 
work, as essentially different from what 
was the truth, would amount to such 
a deniaL If he was divine, and that 
fact was denied, niaking him wholly a 
different heing; if he actually made 
an expiatory sacrifice by his death, and 
that fact was denied, and he was held 
to be a mere religious teacher, changing 
essentially the character of the work 
which he came to perform ; if he, in 
some proper sense, * bought' them with 
his blood, and that fact was denied in 
such a way that according to their 
views it was not strictly proper to gpeak 
of him as having bought them at all, 
which would be the case if he were a 
mere prophet or religious teacher, then 
it is clear that such a representation 
would be in fact a denial of his true 
nature and work. That some of these 
views entered into their denial of hiil 
is clear, for it was with reference to the 
fact that he had * bought' them or re- 
deemed them that they denied him. 
IT And bring upon themseives swift 
destruction. The destruction here re- 
ferred to can be only that which will 
occur in the future world, for there can 
be no evidence that Peter meant to 
•ay that this would destroy their health, 
their property, or their lives. The 
Greek word (oftuABia) is the same 
which is used m the former part of the 
verse, in the phrase * damnable here- 
sies.' See Notes. In regard, then, to 
this important passage, we may remark 
(L) that the apostle evidently believed 
that some would perish for whom 
Christ died. (2.) If this be so, Iheu 
the same truth may be expressed by 
saying that he died for others besides 
those who will be saved ; that is, that 
the atonement was not confined merely 
to the elect. This- one passage, there- 
fore, demonstrates tha doctrine of gene- 
lal atonement. This conclotton would 



whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of. 



be drawn from it by the great mass of 
readers, and it may be presumed, there- 
fore, that this is the fair interpretation 
of the passage. (3.) It follows that 
men may destroy themselves by a de- 
nial of the great and vital doctrines of 
religion. It cannot be a harmless 
thing, then, to hold erroneous opinions, 
nor can men be safe who deny the 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity. 
It is truth, not error, that saves the 
soul i and an erroneous opinion on any 
subject may be as dangerous to a man's 
ultimate peace, happiness, and pros^ 
perity, as a wrong course of life. How 
many men have been ruined in their 
worldly prospects, their health, and 
their lives, by holding felse sentiments 
on the subject of morals, or in regard 
to medical treatment ! Who would 
regard it as a harmless thing if a son 
«hould deny in respect to his father 
that he was a man of truthv probity, 
and honesty, m should attribute to him 
a character which does not belong to 
him — a character just the reverse of 
truth X Can the same thing be inno- 
cent in regard to God our Saviour 1 
(4.) Men bring destruction * on them- 
selves.* No one compels them to deny 
the Lord that bought them ; no one 
forces them to embrace any dangerous 
error. If men perish, they perish by 
their own fault, for (a) ample provision 
was made for their salvation as well as 
for others; (6) they were freely in- 
vited to be saved ; (c) it was, in itself, 
just as easy for them to embrace the 
truth as it was for others ; and (d) it 
was as easy to embrace the' truth as to 
embrace error. 

2. And many shall follow their per' 
nidous ways, Marg., lascivious. A 
large number of manuscripts tnd ver- 
sions read lascivious hero (uan/yioAf) 
instead of pernicious (jaaua^aua^f)* (See 
Wetstein,) and this reading itf adopted 
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3 And through covetousness 
shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you : whose 



in the editions of the Greek Testament 
by Tittman, Griesbach, and Hahn, and 
it seems probable that this is the correct 
reading. This will agree well with the 
account elsewhere given of these teach- 
ers, that their doctrines tended to licen- 
tioasness. ts. 10, 14, 18, 19. It is a 
very remarkable circumstance that 
those who have denied the essential 
doctrines of the gospel have been so 
frequently licentious in their own con- 
duct, and have inculcated opinions 
which tended to licentiousness. Many 
of the forms of religious error have 
somehow had a connection with this 
vice. Men who are corrupt at heart 
often seek to obtain for their corruptions 
the sanction of religion. IT By retuon 
of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of (1.) Because they were 
professors of religion, and religion 
would seem to be held responsible for 
their conduct; and (2.) because they 
were professed teachers of religion, 
and, by many, would be understood as 
expounding the true doctrines of the 
gospel. 

3. And through covetousnest* This 
shows whilt one of the things was by 
which they were influenced-^a thing 
which, like licentiousness, usually ex- 
erts a powerful influence over the 
teachers of error. The religious prin- 
ciple is the strongest that is implanted 
in the human bosom, and men who 
can obtain a livelihood in no other way, 
or who are too unprincipled or too in- 
dolent to labour for an honest living, 
often turn public teachers of religion, 
and adopt the kind of doctrines that 
will be likely to give them the greatest 
power over the purses of others. True 
religion, indeed, requires of its friends 
to devote all that they have to the ser- 
vice of Gtod and to the promotion of 
his cause ; but it is very easy to pervert 



judgment ' now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damna- 
,tion slumbereth not. 

a Jude 4-7. 



this requirement so that the teacher of 
error shall take advantage of it for his 
own aggrandizement ^ l^all they 
with feigned words, Gr., formed, fa- 
shioned ; then those which informed 
for the occasion — feigned, false, deceit- 
ful. The idea is, that the doctrines 
which they would defend were not 
maintained by solid and substantial 
arguments, but that they would make 
use of plausible reasoning made up for 
the occasion. IT Make merchandise 
of you. Treat you not as rational be- 
ings, but as a bale of goods, or any 
other article of traffic. That is, they 
would endeavour to make money out 
of them, and regard them only as fitted 
to promote that object. IT Whose Judg- 
ment. Whose condemnation. IT Now 
of a long time lingereth not. Gr., < of 
old ; long since.' The idea seems to 
be, that justice had been long attentive 
to their movements, and was on its 
way to their destruction. It was not 
a new thing ; that is, there was no new 
principle involved in their destruction, 
but it was a principle which had al- 
ways been in operation, and which 
would certainly bo applicable to. them, 
and of a long time justice had been 
impatient to do the work which it wat 
accustomed to do. What had occurred 
to the angels that sinned (ver. 4), to 
the old world (ver. 6), and to Sodom 
and Gomorrah (ver. 6), would occur 
to them, and the same justice which 
had overthrown them might be regarded 
as on its way to effect their destruction. 
Comp. Notes on Isa. xviii. 4. IT And 
their damnation slumherethnot. Their 
condenmation (Notes, 1 Cor. zi. 29)— 
yet here referring to future punishment 
« Mr. Blackwell observes, that this is 
a most beautiful figure, representing 
the vengeance that shall destroy such 
incorrigible sinners, as an angel of 
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4 For if God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them 
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into chains of darkness to be re- 



judgment punuing them on the wing, 
continually approaching nearer and 
nearer, and in the mean time keeping 
a watchful eye upon them, that he may 
at length discharge an unerring blow." 
Doddridge. It is not uncommon to 
speak of < sleepless justice ;' and the 
idea here is, that, however justice may 
have seemed to slumber or to linger, it 
was not really so, but that it had on 
them an ever watchful eye, and was 
on its way to do that which was right 
in regard to them. A sinner should 
never forget that there is an eye of un- 
slumbering vigilance always upon him, 
and that every thing that he does is 
witnessed by one who will yet render 
exact justice to all men. No man, 
however careful to conceal his sins, or 
however bold in transgression, or how- 
ever unconcerned he may seem to be, 
can hope that justice will always lin- 
ger, or destruction always slumber. 

4. For if God spared not the angels 
thai sinned* The apostle now pro- 
ceeds to the proof of the proposition 
that these persons would be punished. 
It is to bo remembered that they had 
been, or were even then, professing 
Christians, though they had really, if 
not in form, apostatized from the faith 
(vs. 20 — 22), and a part of the proofs, 
tiierefore, are derived from the cases of 
those who had apostatized from the 
service of God. He appeals, therefore, 
to the case of the angels that had re- 
volted. Neither their former rank, 
their dignity, nor their holiness, saved 
them from being thrust down to hell ; 
and if God punished them so severely, 
then false teachers could not hope to 
escape. The apostle, by the angels 
here, refers undoubtedly to a revolt in 
heaven — an event referred to in Jude 
6, and everywhere implied in the Scrip- 
tures. When that occurred, however ; 
U)hy they revolted, or what was the 



served unto judgment ; 



number of the apostates, we have not 
the slightest information, and on these 
points conjecture would be useless. In 
the supposition that it occurred, there 
is no improbability ; for there is no- 
thing more absurd in the belief that 
angels have revolted than that men 
have ; and if there are evil angels, as 
there is no more reason to doubt than 
that there are evil men, it is morally 
certain that they must have fallen at 
some period from a state of holiness, 
for it cannot be believed that God made 
them wicked. IT But cast them daum 
to helL Gr., fopfopwtfas — * thrusting 
them down to Tartarus.' The word 
here used occurs nowhere else in the 
New Testament, though it is common 
in the classical writers. It is a verb 
formed from Topfopoj (Tartartis), 
which in Greek mythology was ,the 
lower part, or abyss of Hades, where 
the shades of the wicked were supposed 
to be imprisoned and tormented, and 
answered to the Jewish word Tsswa — 
Gehenna, It was regarded, commonly, 
as beneath the earth ; as entered through 
the grave; as dark, dismal, gloomy; 
and as a place of punishment. Comp. 
Notes on Job z. 21, 22, and Matt v. 22. 
The word here is one that properly 
refers to a place of punishment, since 
the whole argument relates to that, and 
since it cannot be pretended that the 
< angels that sinned' were removed to 
a place of happiness on account of their 
transgression. It must also refer to 
punishment in some other world than 
this,' for there is no evidence that 
this world is made a place of punish- 
ment for fallen angels, t -And deli" 
vered them into chains of darkness, 
" Where darkness lies like chains upon 
them." Rob, Lex, The meaning seems 
to be, that they are confined in that 
dark prison-house as if by chains. We 
fire not to suppose that spirits are lite- 
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rally bound; but it was common to 
bind or fetter prisoners who were in 
dungeons, and the representation here 
is taken from that fact This repre- 
sentation that the mass of fallen angels 
are confined in Tttriarua, or in hell, is 
not inconsistent with the representa- 
tions which elsewhere occur that their 
leader is permitted to roam the earth, 
and that even many of those spirits are 
allowed to tempt men. It may be still 
true that the mass are confined within 
the limits of their dark abode, and it 
may even be true also that Satan and 
those who are permitted to roam the 
earth are under bondage, and are per- 
mitted to range only within certain 
bounds, and that they are so secured 
that they will be brought to trial at the 
last day. ^ Tobe reserved untojudg" 
merit. Jude 6, <*to the judgment of 
the great day." They will then, with 
the revolted inhabitants of this world, 
be brought to trial for their crimes. 
That the fallen angels will be punished 
after the judgment is apparent from 
Rev. zx. 10. The argument in this 
verse is, that if God punished the an- 
gels who revolted from him, it is a fair 
inference that he will punish wicked 
men, though they were once professors 
of religion. 

5. And spared not the old world. 
The world before the flood. The ar- 
gument here is, that he cut off that 
wicked race, and thus showed- that he 
would* punish the guilty. By that 
awful act of sweeping away the inha- 
bitants of a world, he showed that men 
could not sin with impunity, and that 
the incorrigibly wicked must perish. 
7 But saved Noah the eighth person. 
This reference to Noah, like the refer- 
ence to Lot, in ver. 7, seems to have 
been thrown in in the progress ai th« 



flood upon the world of thti un- 
godly; 

6 And turning the cities of* 
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, 

b 6e. 19. 34, 35. 



argument as an incidental remark, to 
show that the righteous, however few 
in number, would be saved when the 
wicked were cut off. The phrase 
< Noah the eighth,' means, Noah, one 
of eight ; that is, Noah and seven others. 
This idiom is found, says Dr. Bloom- 
field, in the best writers from Herodo- 
tus and Thucydides downwards. S^ 
examples in Wetstein. The meaning 
in this place then is, that eight persons, 
and eight only of that race, were saved ; 
thus showing that, while the wicked 
would be punished, however numerous 
they might be, the righteous, however 
few, would be saved. 7 A preacher 
of righieot^sness. In Gen. vi. 9, it is 
said of Noah that he was * a just man, 
and perfect in his generations, and that 
he walked with God ;' and it may be 
presumed that during his long life he 
was faithful in reproving the wicked- 
ness of his age, and warned the world 
of the judgment that was preparing 
for it Comp. Notes on Heb. xi. 7. 
V Bringing in the flood upon the world 
of the ungodly. Upon all the world 
besides that pious family. The argu- 
ment here is, that if God would cut 
off a wicked race in this manner, the 
principle is settled that the wicked will 
not escape. 

6. And turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah into ashes. Gen. xix. 
24, 25. This is .a third example to 
demonstrate that God will punish the 
wicked. Comp. Notes on Jude 7. 
The word here rendered * turning into 
ashes' (t'£4>pcS<N)i$), occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament. It is from 
teftpa t^ashes), and means to reduce to 
ash]es^;9pi4 Ihen to consume, or destroy. 
IF Condemned them with an overthrown 
By the fact of their being overthrown, 
he showed that they were to be coq« 
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condemned them with an over- 
throw, making ' them an ensam- 
pie unto those that after should 
lire ungodly ; 

7 And delivered just Lot, ^ 
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demned, or that he disapproved their 
conduct. Their calamity came ex- 
pressly on account of their enormous 
sins ; as it is frequently the case now 
that the awful judgments that come 
upon the licentious and the intemper- 
ate, are as plain a proof of the divine 
disapprobation as were the calamities 
that came upon Sodom and Gomorrah. 
IT Making them an example, &c That 
is, they were a demonstration that God 
disapproved of the crimes for which 
they were punished, and would disap- 
prove of the same crimes in every age 
and in every land. The punishment 
of one wicked man or people always 
becomes a warning to all others. 

7. And delivered just Lot, Gen. 
zix. 16. This case is incidentally re- 
ferred to, toHshow that God makes ti 
distinction between the righteous and 
the wicked, and that while the latter 
will be destroyed, the former will be 
saved, dee ver. 9. Lot is called jtist 
because he preserved himself unconta- 
minated -amidst the surrounding wick- 
edness. As long as he lived in Sodom 
he maintained the character of an up- 
right and holy man. If Vexed unth 
the filthy conversation of the wicked. 
By the corrupt and licentious conduct 
of the wicked around him. On the 
word eonveraation, see Notes on Phil. 
1. 27. The original phrase, which is 
rendered filthy, has reference to licen- 
tiousness. The corruption of Sodom 
was open and shameless, and as Lot 
was compelled to see much of it, his 
heart was pained. The word here 
rendered vexed, means that he was 
wearied or burdened. The crimes of 
those around him ho found it hard to 
l>«tr with. 



vexed with the filthy cooyersa- 
tion of the wicked ; 

8 (Por that, righteous man 
dwelling among them, in seeing 
and hearing, vexed his righteous 

h Oe. 19. 16. 



8. For thai righteous man dwelUng 
among them. The Latin Vulgate ren- 
ders this, « For in seeing and hearing 
he was just ;' meaning that ^ he main- 
tained his uprightness, or that he did 
not become contaminated by the vices 
of Sodom. Many expositors have 
supposed that this is the correct ren- 
dering; but the most natural, and 
the most common explanation is that 
which is found in our version. Ac- 
cording to that, the meaning is, that, 
compelled as he was, while living 
among them, to see and to hear what 
was going on, his soul was constantly 
troubled. IT In seeing and hearing. 
Seeing their open acts of depravity, 
and hearing their vile conversation. 
The effect which this had on the mind 
of Lot is not mentioned in Genesis, but 
nothing is more probable than the state* 
ment here made by Peter. Whether thia 
statement was founded on tradition, or 
whether it is a suggestion of inspiration 
to the mind of Peter, cannot be deter- 
mined. The words rendered seeing 
and hearing may refer to the a>et of 
seeing, or to the object seen. Wet- 
stein and Robinson suppose that they 
refer here to the latter, and that the 
sense is, that he was troubled by what 
he saw and heard. The meaning is 
not materially different Those who 
live among the wicked are compelled 
to see and hear much that pains their 
hearts, and it is well if they do not 
become indifferent to it, or contami- 
nated by it IT Vexed his righteous 
soul from day to day with their un» 
lawful deeds. Tortured or tormented 
his soul — i^aedifi^fv. Comp. Matt 
viii. 6, 29. Luke viii. 28. Rev. ix. 5 « 
xi. 10 ; xiv. 10 ; xx. 10, where the 
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soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds :) 
9 The Lord knoweth how to ' 



a Ps. 34. 15-ia 



h Jude 14, 15. 



same word is rendered tormented. The 
nee of this word would seem to imply 
that there was something ctctive on the 
part of Lot which produced this dis- 
tress on account of their conduct. He 
was not merely troubled as if his soul 
were passively acted on, but there were 
strong mental exercises of a positive 
kind, arising perhaps from anxious so- 
licitude how he might prevent their 
evil conduct, or from painful reflections 
on the consequences of their deeds to 
themselves, or from earnest pleadings 
in their behalf before God, or from 
leproofii and warnings of the wicked. 
At all events, the language is such as 
would seem to indicate that he was 
not a mere passive observer of their 
conduct. This, it would seem, was 
* from day to day ;' that is, it was con- 
stant There were doubtless reasons 
why Lot should remain among such a 
people, and why, when he might so 
easily have done it,- he did not remove 
to another place. Perhaps it was one 
purpose of his remaining to endeavour 
to do them good, as it is often the duty 
of good men now to reside among the 
wicked for the same purpose. Lot is 
supposed to have resided in Sodom — 
then probably the most corrupt place 
on the earth — ^for sixteen years; and 
we have in that fact an instructive 
demonstration that a good man md^ 
maintain the life of religion in his soul 
when surrounded by the wicked, and 
an illustration of the effects which the 
conduct of the wicked will have on a 
man of true piety when he is compelled 
to witness it constantly. We may 
learn from the record made of Lot 
what those effects will be, and what is 
evidence that one is truly pious who 
lives among the wicked. (1.) He will 
not be contaminated with their wick- 
edness, or will not conform to their 



deliver the godly out of tempta- 
tions, and to reserve ^ the unjust 
unto the day of judgment to be 
punished : 



evil customs. (2.^ He will^^not become 
indifferent to it, but bis heart will be 
more and more affected by their depra- 
vity. Comp. Ps. cxix. 136. Luke xix. 
41. Acts xvii. 16. (3.) He will have not 
only constant, but growing solicitude 
in regard to it — solicitude that will be 
felt every day : < He vexed his soul 
from day to day* It will not only 
be at intervals that his mind will be 
affected by their conduct, but it will 
be an habitual and constant thing. 
True piety is not fitful, periodical, 
and spasmodic; it is constant and 
steady. It is not a jet that occasion- 
ally bursts out ; it is a fountain always 
flowing. (4.) He will seek to do them 
good. We may suppose that this was 
the case with Lot ; we are certain that 
it is a characteristic of true religion to 
seek to do good to all, however Wicked 
they may be. (5.) He will secure their 
confidence. He will practice no im- 
proper arts to do this, but it will be ona^ 
of the usual results of a life of integ- 
rity, that a good man will secure the 
confidence of even the wicked. It 
does not appear that Lot lost that con- 
fidence, and the whole narrative in 
Genesis leads us to suppose that even 
the inhabitants of Sodom regarded him 
as a good man. The wicked may hate 
a good man because he is good ; but if 
a man lives as he should they will re- 
gard him as upright, and they will give 
him the credit of it when he dies, if 
they should withhold it while he lives. 
9. The Lord knoweth, &c. That 
is, the cases referred to show that God 
is able to deliver his people when 
tempted, and understands the best way 
in which it should be done. He sees 
a way to do it when we cannot, though 
it is often a way which we should not 
have thought of. He can send an 
angel to take his tempted people by 
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10 But chiefly them ' that 
walk afler the flesh in the lust 
of uncleanness, and despise ' go- 

a He. 13. 4. i or, domtnton. b Jude 8, 10. 



the hand ; he can interpose and destroy 
the power of the tempter ; he can raise 
up earthly friends ; he can deliver his 
people completely and for ever from 
temptation, by their removal to heaven. 
t And to reserve the unjust. As he 
does the rebel angels, ver. 4. The 
case of the angels shows that God can 
keep wicked men, as if under bonds, 
reserved for their final trial at his bar. 
Though they seem to go at large, yet 
they are under his control, and are 
kept by him with reference to their 
ultimate arraignment 

10. But ehiefty. That is, it may 
be presumed that the principles just 
laid down would be applicable in an 
eminent degree to such persons as he 
proceeds to designate. ^ Thctt walk 
after ike flesh. That live for the in- 
- dulg^ce. of their carnal appetites. 
Notes, Bom< Till.. 1. ^ In the lust of 
uncleanness^ In polluted pleasures. 
Com|)« Notes on ver. 2. IT And des- 
pise government, Marg., dominion. 
That is, they regard all government in 
thQ state, the church, and the family, 
as an eviL Advocates for unbridled 
freedom of all sorts; declaimers on 
liberty and on the evils of oppression j 
defenders of what they regard as the 
rights of injured man; and yet secretly 
themselves lusting for the exercise of 
the very power which they would deny 
to others, they make no just distinctions 
about what constitutes true freedom, 
and in their zeal array themselves 
against government in all forms. No 
topic of declamation would be more 
popular than this, and from none would 
they hope to secure more followers; 
for if they could succeed in removing 
all respect for the just restraints of law, 
the way would be open for the accom- 
plishment of their own purposes, in 
■etting up a dominion over the minds 



vernment : presumptuous are 

theyy self-willed; they are not 

afraid to speak evil of dignities.^ 

11 Whereas angels, which are 



of others. It is a common result of 
such views that men of this description 
become impatient of the government 
of God himself, and seek to throw off 
all authority, and to live in the unre- 
strained indulgence of their vicious 
propensities. IT Presumptuous are 
they. Ttik^fj^al — daring, bold, auda- 
cious, presumptuous men. IT Self- 
willed — o/6^€id£c^ See Notes on Titus 
i. 7. IF They are not afraid to speak 
evil of dignities. The word rendered 
dignities here (Jo$aO> means properly 
honour, glory, splendour; then that 
which is fitted to inspire respect ; that 
which is dignified or exalted. It is 
applied here to men of exalted rank; 
and the meaning is, that they did not 
regard rank, or station, or office — ^thus 
violating one of the plainest rules of 
propriety and of religion. See Notes 
on Acts xxiii. 4, 5. Jude, between 
whose language and that of Peter in 
this chapter, there is a remarkable re^ 
semblance, has expressed this more 
Hilly. He says (ver. 8), » These 
filthy dreamers defile the flesh, des- 
pise dominion, and speak evil of dig- 
nities." It is one of the effects of 
religion to produce respect for supe- 
riors ; but when men are self-willed, 
and when they purpose to give indul- 
gence to corrupt propensities, it is na- 
tural for them to dislike all government. 
Accordingly it is by no means an un- 
frequent effect of certain forms of error 
to lead men to speak disrespectfully of 
those in authority, and to attempt to 
throw off all the restraints of law. It 
is a very certain indication that men' 
hold wrong opinions when they show 
disrespect to those in authority, and 
despise the restraints of law. 

11. Whereas angels. The object, 
by the reference to angels here, is to 
show that they, even when manifiBBtiog 
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greater in power and might, bring 
not railing accusation ' against 
them before the Lord. 

12 But these, as natural brute 
* beasts^ made to be taken and 



the greatest zeal in a righteoas caase, 
and even when opposing others, did 
not make use of reproachful terms, or 
of harsh and violent language. It is 
not known precisely to what Peter al- 
ludes here, nor on what the statement 
here is based. There can be little 
doubt, however, as Benson has re- 
marked, that fiom the strong resem- 
blance between what Peter says and 
what Jude says (Jude 9, 10), there is 
allusion to the same thing, and pro- 
bably both referred to some common 
tradition among the Jews respecting 
the contention of the archangel Michael 
with the devil about the body of Moses. 
See Notes on Jude 9. As the state- 
ment in Jude is the most full, it is pro- 
per to explain the passage before us by 
a reference to that, and we may suppose 
that, though Peter uses the plural term, 
and speaks ofangela, yet that he really 
had the case of Michael in his eye, and 
meant to refer to that as an example 
of what the angels do. Whatever may 
have been the origin of this tradition, 
no one can doubt that what is here said 
of the angels accords with probability, 
and no one can prove that it is not true. 
IT Which are greater in power and 
might. And who might, therefore, if 
it were in any case proper, speak freely 
of things of an exalted rank and dig- 
nity. It would be more becoming for 
them than for men. On this difficult 
passage, see Notes on Jude 9. IT Bring 
not railing aecusatipn. They simply 
say, <The Lord rebuke thee.' Jude 9. 
Comp. Zech. iii. 2. The Greek here 
is, * bring not blasphemous or reproach- 
ful judgment, or condemnation ()3vxcr- 
^mjtiOf xplaw)' They abhor all scur- 
rility and violence of language ; they 
simply state matters as they are« No I 
84 



destroyed, speak evil of the 
things that they understand not ; 
and shall utterly perish in their 
own corruption; 

1 Bome read ofaitut thMtaehn. a Jet. 12. 3. 



one can doubt that this accords with 
what we should expect of the angels ; 
and that if they had occasion to speak 
of those who were opposers, it would 
be in a calm and serious manner, not 
seeking to overwhelm them by re- 
proaches. ^Against them. Marg., 
against themselves. So the Vulgate. 
The more correct reading is against 
them t that is, against those who might 
be regarded as their adversaries (Jude 
9), or those of their own rank who had 
done wrong — ^the &llen angels, t Be- 
fore the Lord, When standing before 
the Lord ; or when represented as re- 
porting the conduct of evil spirits. 
Comp. Zech. iii. 1, 2. This phrase, 
however, is wanting in many manu* 
scripts. See Wetstein. 

12. But these, as nmtufal brute • 
beasts. These persons, who resemble 
so much irrational animals which are 
made to be taken and destroyed. Th« 
point of the comparison is, that they 
are like fierce and savage beasts ' that 
exercise no control over their appetites, 
and that seem to be made^ only to be 
destroyed. These persons, by their 
fierce and ungovernable passioos, Ap- 
pear to be made only for destruction, 
and rush blindly on to it The word 
rendered natural (which, however, is 
wanting in several manuscripts), means 
as they are by nature ; following the 
bent of their natural appetites and pas- 
sions. The idea is, that they exercised 
no more restraint over their passions 
than beasts do over their propensities. 
They were entirely under the domi- 
nion of their natural appetites, and did 
not allow their reason or conscience to 
exert any constraint. The word ren- 
dered brutej means without reason; 
irrational. Man has reason, and should 
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13 And shall receive the re- 
ward of unrightepasness, as they 
* that count it pleasure to riot in 

a Ph. 3. 19. Judel2,A«. 



allow it to control his passions ; the 
brutes Eave no rational nature, and it 
is to be expected that they will act out 
their propensities without - restraint. 
Man, as an animal, has n»ny passions 
and appetites resembling those of the 
brute creation, but he is also endowed 
with a higher nature, which is designed 
to regulate and control his inferior 
propensities, and to keep them in sub- 
ordination to the requirements of law. 
If a man sinks himself to the level of 
brutes, he must expect to be treated 
like brutes; and as wild and savage 
animals, lions, and panthers, and wolves, 
and bears, are regarded as dangerous, 
and as * made to be taken and destroyed,' 
so the same destiny must come upon 
men who make themselves like them. 
t M€uie to be taken and destroyed. 
They are not only useless to society 
but destructive, and men feel that it is 
right to destroy them. We are not to 
suppose that this teaches that the only 
ebject which God had in view in 
making wild animals was that they 
might he destroyed, but that men so 
regard them. ^ Speak evil of the 
things which they understand not. 
Of objects whose worth and value they 
cannot appreciate. This is no uncom- 
mon thing among men, especially in 
regard to the works and ways of God. 
IT And shall utterly perish in their oum 
corruption. Their views will be the 
means of. their ruin ; and they render 
them fit for it just as much as the fierce 
passions of the wild animals do. 

13. And shall receive the reward of 
unrighteousness. The appropriate re- 
compense of their wickedness in the 
future world. Such men do not always 
receive the due recompense of their, 
deeds in the present life, and as it is a 
great and immutable principle that alt 
will be treated, under the government 



the day-time. Spots they are 
and blemishes, sporting them- 
selves with their own deceivings, 
while they feast with you ; 



of God, as they deserve, or that justice 
will be rendered to every rational being, 
it follows that there must be punish- 
ment in the future state. If As they 
that count it pleasure to riot in the 
day-time. . As men peculiarly wicked, 
shameless, and abandoned; for only 
such revel in open day. Comp. Notes 
on Acts ii. 15. 1 Thess. v. 7. IT SpiOs 
they are and blemishes. That is, they 
are like a dark spot on a pure garment, 
or like a deformity on an otherwise 
beautiful person. They are a scandal 
and disgrace to the Christian profes- 
sion. ^Sporting themselves. The 
Greek word here means to live deli* 
cately or luxuriously; to revel. The 
idea is iiot exactly that of sporting, or 
playing, or amusing themselves ; but it 
is that they take advantage of their 
views to live in riot and luxury. Under 
the garb of the Christian proiiusioQ 
they give indulgence to the most cor- 
rupt passions. If With their own de* 
eeivings. Jude, in the parallel place 
(ver. 12) has, < These are epots in your 
feasts of charity, when they feast with 
you.' Several versions, and a few ma- 
nuscripts also, here read feasts instead 
of deeeivings {aywtats for Oftafati)* 
The common reading, however, is un- 
doubtedly the corfect one (See Wetstein 
in loc.)t and the meaning is, that they 
took advantage of their faAae views to 
turn even the sacred feasts of charity, 
or perhaps the Lord's Supper itself, into 
an occasion of sensual indulgence. 
Comp. Notes on 1 Cor. xi. 20 — 22. 
The difference between these persons, 
and those in the church at Corinth, 
seems to have been that these did it cf 
design, and for the purpose of leading 
others into sin ; those who were in the 
church at Corinth erred through igno- 
rance. IT While they feast with you, 
(0U'£Ud;tov/;t€ro&*} This word means to 
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14 Hairing eyes full of * adul* 
iery, and that cannot cease from 
sin; beguiling unstable souls: 

1 an adulterns. 



feast several together ; to feast with any 
one ; and the reference seems to be to 
some festival which was celebrated by 
Christians, where men and women were 
assembled together (ver. 14), and where 
they could convert the festival into a 
scene of riot and disorder. If the 
Lord's Supper was celebrated by them 
as it was at Corinth, that would furnish 
such an occasion ; or if it was preceded 
by a * feast of charity' (Notes on Jade 
12) that would furnish such an occa- 
sion. It would seem to be probable 
that a festival of some kind was con- 
nected with the observance of the 
Lord's Supper (Notes on 1 Cor. xi. 
21), and that this was converted by 
these persons into a scene of riot and 
disorder. 

14. Having eyes full of aduUery. 
Marg., as in the Greek, an adulteress ; 
that is, gazing with desire after such 
persons. The word /»// is designed to 
denote that the corrupt passion referred 
to had wholly seized and occupied their 
minds. The eye was, as it were, full 
of this passion; it saw nothing else 
but some occasion for its indulgence ; 
it expressed nothing else but the desire. 
The reference here is to the sacred fes- 
tival mentioned in the previous verse ; 
and the meaning is, that they celebrated 
that festival with licentious feelings, 
giving free indulgence to their corrupt 
desires by gazing on the females who 
were assembled with them. In the 
passion here referred to the eye is usu- 
ally the first offender, the inlet to cor- 
rupt desires, and the medium by which 
they are expressed. Comp. Notes on 
Matt. V. 28. The wanton glance is a 
principal occasion of exciting the sin ; 
and there is much often in dress, and 
mien, and gesture, to charm the eye and 
to deepen the debasing passion. ^ And 
that cannot cease fivm sin. They cau- 



an heart they have exercised with 
covetous practices ; cursed chil- 
dren : 



not look on the females who may be 
present without sinning.^ Comp. Matt. 
V. 28. There are many men in whom 
the presence of the most virtuous wo- 
man only excites impure and corrupt 
desires. The expression here does not 
mean that they have no natural ability 
to cease from sin, or that they are im- 
pelled to it by any physical necessity, 
bat only that they are so corrupt and 
unprincipled that they certainly will 
sin always. t Beguiling unstable 
souls. Those who are not strong in 
Christian principle, or who are natur- 
ally fluctuating and irresolute. The 
word rendered beguiling means to bait, 
to entrap, and would be applicable to 
the methods practised in hunting. Here 
it means that it was one of their arts 
to place specious allurements before 
those who were known not to have 
settled principles or firmness, in order 
to allure them to sin. Comp. 2 Tim* 
iii. 6. IT An heart they have exercised 
with covetous practices. Skilled in the 
arts which covetous men adopt in order 
to cheat others out of their property. 
A leading purpose which influenced 
these men was to obtain money. One 
of the most certain ways for dishonest 
men to do this is to make use of the 
religious principle ; to corrupt and con- 
trol the conscience; to make others 
believe that they are eminently holy, or 
that they are the special favourites of 
heaven, and when they can do this 
they have the purses of others at com-> 
mand. For the religious principle is 
tho most powerful of all principles; 
and he who can control that can con- 
trol all that a man possesses. The 
idea here is, that these persons had 
made this their study, and had learned 
the ways in which men could be in- 
duced to part with their money under 
religious pretences. We should a^ 
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15' Which have fonaken the 
fight way^ and are gone astray, 
ibilowing the way of Balaam " 

ways be on our guaid wken pEpfeas- 
•dly nligloQs touibers propose to' have 
much to do with money matteis. Wttle 
we stumM aiways be nady to aid every 
good caufo, yet we sbeuld remember 
that onpriacipled and Indolent men 
often assume the mask of religion that 
they. may practico their arts on the 
oredttlky of others, and that their real 
aim is 10 obtain their property, not to 
saye their souU ^ Curted children* 
This is a Hebraism, meaning liteKaUy, 
« children of the eorse;' that is, per- 
sons ^devoted to ihb carsc^ or who will 
ceftaidly be destroyed* 
: 15. Whkh have firsakm the right 
way. The straight path of honesty 
and Integrity . Religion is often repre- 
sented as- a straight path, a&d to do 
wrong is to go out of that path in a 
crooked way. ^Following the way 
of Balaam ^B son of Boaot, See Num. 
xxii. 5, seq. ki tht Book of Numbers 
Balaam is called the son of Be(n\ Per- 
haps .the name Beor.was corrupted into 
Bosor;' or, as RoseDnuUer suggests, 
the Aither of Bals^ may have had 
two names, Scheusner (Leo;.) sup- 
poses that it. was changed by the Greeks 
because it was move easily pronounced. 
The LXX, however, read it BeCt^ (Bear). 
The meaning here Is, that they imitated 
Balaam. The particular point to which 
Peter r^ers in which (bey imitated him, 
seems to have been the love of gain, or 
covetousness. Possibly, however, he 
might have designed to refiar to a more 
.general resemblance, for in fact they 
imitated him in the following things : 
(1.) In being professed religious teach- 
ers, or the servants of God ; . (^O in 
their covetousness; (3.) in inducing 
others to sin, referring to the same kind 
of sins in both cases. Balaam coun- 
•eUed the Moabites to entice the chil-. 
dren of Israel to illicit connection with 
tll^ir women, thus inirodadng licen- 



B. PETER. - [A.D.e8. 

the son of Bosor, whalove^ iim 
wages of tiBrighteouBiiess; 

« If a. IBLS.kt. 



tiousneia into the camp of the Hebrews 
(Num. xxai. 10. Comp. Num. xxv» 1 
-^9), and in like manner these teachers 
led others into IScentiousoess, tiras cor- 
rupt tho church. 1 Who hoed the 
vft^ea of unnghhoumeee* Who was 
supremely influenced by the love of 
gaia, and was capable of being em- 
ployed, kft a price, ia a wicked design; 
thus prostituting his high office, as a 
professed prophet of Ch? Most High, to 
base and ignoble ends. That Balaam, 
though he profesaed to be influenced 
by a supreme rsgard to the will of God 
(Num. xxii. 18, 38), was neally inflo* 
enced by the desire of reward, and was 
willing to prostitute his great office to 
secure such a reward, there can be no 
doubt (1.) The elders of Moab and 
of Midian came to Balaam with < the 
rewards of divination in their hand' 
(Num. xxii. 7), and with promises from 
Balflk of promoting him to great 
honour, if he would cuise the children 
of Israel. Num. xxii. 17. (S.) Balaam 
was disposed to go with them, and was 
restrained from going at onee only by 
a direct and solamn prohibition from 
the Lord. Norn. xxiL 11. (3.) Not« 
withstanding this solemn prohibition, 
and notwithstanding he said to the am- 
bassadors from Balak that he would do 
only as God directed, though Balak 
should give him his house full of sitver 
and gold (Num. xxii. 18), yet he did 
not regard the matter as settled, *but 
proposed to them that they should wait 
another night, with the hope that the 
Lord would give a move favourable 
direction in reference to their request, . 
thus showing that his heart was in the 
service which ihay required, and that 
his inctinatioB waa to avaU himself of 
their ofler. Nam* xxii. 19. (4.) When 
he did obtain permission to go, it was 
only to say that which the Lord should 
di^reci him to say (Num. xxii. 20), but 
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16 JBut was rebuked for his 
iniquity : the dumb tBu^, epeak- 



he went with a < peireige' hearty with t 
secret wish to eomply with the deiire 
of Belak, and with a knowledge that 
he wae doing wrong (Nods, xxi^ 34), 
and waa testrained from littering the 
carie which Bali^ dewed only by an 
influence from above whieh he could 
not control Balaam was imdoubCedly 
a wicked man, and was conatrained by 
a power fisem on high to otter eeati'' 
mente which God meant should ba ut- 
tered, bat which Balaam would never 
hare expressed of his own accord. 

16. But Ufos rebuked for his tnt- 
guiiy. The object of Peter m this 
seems to be to show that God em- 
ployed the very extraordinary means of 
cauikig the ass on which he rode to 
speak, becaase hb iniquity was so mon- 
strous. The guilt of thqs debasing 
his high cffioe, and going forth to cures 
the people of God — a people who had 
doAo him no wrong, and given no ocea- 
■ioQ for his malediction — ^was so extra- 
ordinary, that means as extraordinary 
were proper to express it. If God em- 
ployed means so extraordinary to re- 
buke kU depravity, it was to be ex- 
pected that in some apprc^ate way he 
would express his sense of the widced- 
ness of those who resembled him. 
V 7%e dtwib asB^ speaking tdth man*s 
voice. Num. xxii. 29. God seems to 
have designed that both Balaam and 
Balak should be convinced that the 
children of Israel were his people ; and 
so important was it that this conviction 
should rest fully on the minds of the 
nations through whom they passed, that 
be would not suflbr even a pretended 
prophet to make use of Ms influence 
to curse them. He designed that all 
that influence should he in fevour of 
the cause of truth, thus furnishing a 
striking instance of the use which he 
often makes of wicked men. Te con- 
vince Balaam of the error of his conne, 
24* 



ing with man's Toice, forbad the 
madsess of the prophet. 

17 These are- wells without 



and to make him sendble that God was 
an observer of his conduct, and to io- 
duCA him to utter only what he should 
cRrect, nothing would be better fitted 
than this miracle. The very anlmai 
on which he rode, dumb and naturally 
stupid, was made to utter a reproof; a 
reproof as directly from heaveil as 
though the stones had cried out be^ 
neath his ibet^ or the trees of the wood 
had uttered the language of remon- 
stranee. As to the nature of the mira- 
cle here referred to, it may be remarked 
(1 .) Uiat it was «s easy for God to |>er- 
form this miracle as any other; and 
(2.) that it was a mhracle that wonki 
be as likely to be effectual, And to an- 
swer the purpose, as any other, ffo 
man can show that it could not have 
oceorred, and the occasion Was one in 
which some decided rebuke, in language 
beyond that of conscience, was .neces- 
sary. IT Forbad ike madness tf the 
prophets That is, the mad otperreiso 
design of the prophet Thd word here 
rendered madness^ means' |>roperly, 
being aside from a i^ht inind. It iil 
not found elsewhem in th* New Tes- 
tament It is used here to denote that 
Balaam was engaged in an enterprise 
whioh indicated a headstrong disposi- 
tion ; an acting contrary to reason and 
sober sense. He was so under the in- 
fluence of avarice and ambition that 
his sober sense was blindedi and ho 
acted like a madman. He loiew indeed 
what was right, and had professed a 
purpose to do what was right, but he 
did not allow that to control him, but, 
for the sake of gain, went against his 
own sober conviction, and against what 
he knew to be the will of (3od. He 
was BO mad orinfatuated that he allowed 
neither reason, nor conscience, nor the 
will of God, to control him. 

17. TTtess are wells without water, 
Jude (12, 13) employs several other 
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water, clouds ' that are carried 
with a tempest; to whom the 

a Ep. 4. 14. » Fa. 73. a 
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mist of darkness is reserved for 
ever. 

18 For when they speak * 



epithets to descriiie the same class of 
persons. The language employed both 
by Peter and Jude is singularly terse, 
pointed, and emphatic Nothing to an 
oriental mind would be more expressive 
than to say of professed religious teach- 
ers that they were < wells without 
water.' It was always a sad disap- 
pointment to a traveller in the hot 
sands of the desert to come to a well 
where it was expected that water might 
be found, and to find it dry. It only 
aggravated the trials <^ the thirsty and 
weary traveller. Such were these reli- 
gious teachers. In a world, not un- 
aptly compared, in regard to its real 
comforts, to the wastes and sands of 
the desert, they would only grievously 
disappoint the expectations of all those 
who were seeking for the refreshing 
influences of the truths of the gospel. 
There are many such teachers in the 
world. ^Clouds thai are carried with 
a tempest. Clouds that are driven 
about by the wind, and that send down 
no rain upon the earth. They promise 
rain, only to be followed by disappoint- 
meiit. Substantially the same idea is 
conveyed by this us by the previous 
phrase. « The Arabs compare persons 
who put on the appearance of virtue, 
when yet they are destitute of all good' 
ness, to a light cloud which makes a 
show of rain, and afterwards vanishes.' 
Benson. The sense is this: — The 
cloud, as it rises, promises rain. The 
expectation of the farmer is excited 
that the thirsty earth is to be refreshed 
with needful showers. Instead of this, 
howerer, the wind * gets into' the cloud ; 
it is driven about and no rain falls ; or 
it ends in a destructive tornado which 
sweeps every thing before it. So of 
these religious teachers. Instruction 
in regard to the way of salvation was 
expected from them, but instead of that 
they disappointed the expectations of 



those who were desirous of knowing 
the way of life, and their doctrines only 
tended to destroy. IF To whom the 
mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 
The word rendered mist here (i^o^oi) 
means properly muskiness, thick gloom, 
darkness (See ver. 4) ; and the phrase 
( mist of darkness* is designed to denote 
intense darkness, or the thickest dark- ^ 
ness. -It refers undoubtedly to the 
place of future punishment, which is 
often represented as a place of intense 
darkness. See Notes on Matt viii. 12. 
When it is said that this is reserved 
for them, it means that it is prepared 
for them, or is kept in a state of readi- 
ness to receive them. It is like a jail 
or penitentiary which is built in antici- 
pation that there will be criminals, and 
with the expectation that there will be 
use for it. So God has constructed the 
great prison-house of the universe, the 
world where the wicked are to dwell, 
with the knowledge that there would 
be occasion for it ; and so he keeps it 
from age to age that it may be ready to 
receive the wicked when the sentence 
of condemnation shall be passed upon 
them. Comp. Matt. xxv. 41. The 
word for ever is a word which denotes 
properly eternity (e^; alutva), and is 
such a word as could not have been 
used if it had been meant that they 
would not suffer for ever. Comp. Notes 
Matt. xxv. 46. 

18. For when they speak great 
swelUng words of vanity. When they 
make great pretensions to wisdom and 
learning, or seem to attach great im- ' 
portance to what they say, and urge it 
in a pompous and positive manner. 
Truth is simple, and delights in simple 
statements. It expects to make its way 
by its own intrinsic force, and is willing 
to pass for what it is worth. Error is 
noisy and declamatory, and hopes to 
succeed by substituting sound for sense. 
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great swelling words of vanity, 
they allure through the lusts of 
the flesh, through much wan- 
tonness, those that were * clean 
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escaped from them who live in 
error. 

19 While they promise them 

1 or,/<»r a Huh tohih, as some read. 



and by such tones and arts as shall in- 
duce men to believe that what is said is 
true, when it is known by the speaker 
to be false. Y They allure through the 
lusts of the flesh. The same word is 
used here which in ver. 14 is rendered 
beguiling, and in James i. 14, enticed. 
It does not elsewhere occur in the New 
Testament. It means that they make 
use of deceitful arts to allure, ensnare, 
or bespuile others. The means which 
it is here said they employed, were the 
lusts of the flesh ; that is, they pro- 
mised unlimited indulgence to the car- 
nal appetites, or taught such doctrines 
that their followers would feel them- 
selves free to give unrestrained liberty to 
such propensities. This has been quite 
a common method in the world, of in- 
ducing men to embrace false doctrines. 
IT Through much wantonness. See 
Notes on 2 Tim. iii. 6. The meaning 
here is, that they made use of every 
variety of lascivious arts to beguile 
others under religious pretences. This 
has been often done in the world, for 
religion has been abused to give se- 
ducers access to the confidence of the 
innocent only that they might betray 
and ruin them. It is right that for all 
such the < mist oi darkness should be 
reserved for ever;' and if there were 
not a place of punishment prepared for 
such men, there would be defect in the 
moral administration of the universe. 
IT Those that were clean escaped from 
them who live in error. Marg., for a 
little while. The difference between 
the margin and the text here arises 
from a difference of reading in the 
Greek. Most of the later editions of 
the Greek Testament coincide with the 
reading in the margin (67uiytt$) meaning 
little, but a little, scarcely. This 
accords better with the scope of the 
passage, and according to this it means 



that they had almost escaped from the 
snares and influences of those who live 
in error and sin. They had begun to 
think of their ways ; they had broken 
off many of their evil habits, and there 
was hope that they would be entirely 
reformed, and would become decided 
Christians, but they were allured again 
to the sins in which they had so long 
indulged. This seems to me to accord 
with the design of the passage, and it 
certainly accords with what frequently 
occurs, that those who are addicted to 
habits of vice become apparently in- 
terested in religion, and abandon many 
of their evil practices, but are again 
allured by the seductive influences of 
sin, and relapse into their former habits. 
In the case referred to here it was by 
professedly religious teachers, and is 
this never done now 1 Are there none, 
for example, who have been addicted to 
habits of intemperance, who had been 
almost reformed, but who arc led back 
again by the. influence of religious 
teachers 1 Not directly and openly, 
indeed, would they lead them into 
habits of intemperance. But, when 
their reformation is begun, its success 
and its completion depends on total 
abstinence from all that intoxicates. In 
this condition, nothing more is neces- 
sary to secure their entire reformation 
and safety than mere abstinence ; and 
nothing more may be necessary to lead 
them into their former practices than 
the example of others who indulge in 
moderate drinking, or than the doctrine 
inculcated by a religious teacher that 
such moderate drinking is not contrary 
to the spirit of the Bible. 

1 9. While they promise them liberty. 
True religion always promises and pro 
duces liberty (See Notes on John viii. 
36), but the particular liberty which 
these persons seem to have promised 
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liberty, they themselves are the 
servants of corruption : for " of 
whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he brought in bondage. 
20 For if after they have es- 
caped the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of the 

a Jno. 8. 34. Ro. 6. 16. 
b Lu. 11. 26. He. 6. 4, &:c. ; 10. 36, S7. 

was freedom from what they regarded 
as needless restraint, or from strict and 
narrow views of religion. Y T%ey 
themselves are fhe servants of corrup- 
tion. They are the slaves of gross 
and porrapt passions, themselves utter 
strangers to freedom, and bound in the 
chains of servitude. These passions 
gnd appetites have obtained the entire 
mastery over them, and brought them 
into the severest bondage. This is 
often the case with those who deride 
the restraints of serious piety. They 
are tbetosehres the slaves of appetite, 
or of the riites of fashionable life, or 
of the laws of honour, or of vicious 
indulgences. « He is a freeman whom 
the truth makes free, and all are slaves 
besides." Comp. Notes on 2 Cor. iii. 
17. IT For of whotn a man is over- 
come, &C. Or rather < by what ($) any 
one is overcome ;' that is, whatever gets 
the mastery of him, whether it be ava- 
rice, or sensuality, or pride, or any 
form of error. See Notes on Rom. vi. 
16, where this sentiment is explained. 
20. For if after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world. Tins does 
not necessarily mean that they had 
been true Christians, and had fallen 
from grace. Men may outwardly re- 
form, and escape from the open corrup- 
tions which prevail around them, or 
which they had themselves practiced, 
and still have no true grace at heart. 
Y Through the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Neither 
does this imply that they were true 
Christians, or that they had ever had 
any saving knowledge of the Redeemer. 
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Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
they are again * entangled there- 
in and overcome, the latter end 
is worse with them than the be- 
ginning. 

21 For it had been better '^ for 
them not to have known the way'' 

c Mat. 11. 23, 24. Lu. 12. 47, 48. 
(fPr. 12.38. 



There is a knowledge of the doctrines 
and duties of religion which may lead 
sinners to abandon their outward vices, 
which has no connection with saving 
grace. They may profess religion, and 
may know enough of religion to under- 
stand that it requires them to abandon 
their vicious habits, and still never be 
true Christians. IT They are again 
entangled therein and overcome. The 
word rendered entangled (Ift/oixu)— 
from which is derived our word impli- 
cate — means to braid in, to interweave ; 
then to involve in, to entangle. It 
means here that they become impli- 
cated in those vices like an animal that 
is entangled in a net IT J7te latter 
end is worse with them than the begin- 
ning. This is usually the case. Apos- 
tates become worse than they were be- 
fore their professed conversion. Re- 
formed drunkards, if they go back to 
their * cups' again, become more aban- 
doned than ever. Thus it is with those 
who have been addicted to any habits 
of vice, and who profess to become re- 
ligious, and then fall away. The rea- 
sons of this may be, (1.) That they are 
willing now to show to others that they 
are no longer under the restraints by 
which they had professedly bound 
themselves ; (2.) That God gives them 
up to indulgence with fewer restraints 
than formerly ; and (3.) Their old 
companions in sin may be %t special 
pains to court their society, and to lead 
them into temptation, in order to ob- 
tain a triumph over virtue and religion. 
21. For it would have been better 
for ihemf &c Comp. Notes on Matt 
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of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered 
unto them. 

22 But it is happened unto 
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xxvi. 24. It would have been better 
for them, for (1.) Then they would 
not have dishonoured the cause of reli- 
gion as they have now done ; (2.) They 
would not have sunk so deep in profli- 
gacy as they now have ; and (3.) They 
would not have incurred so aggravated 
a condemnation in the world of wo. 
If men are resolved on being wicked, 
they had better never pretend to be 
good. If they are to be cast off at last, 
it had better not be as apostates from 
the cause of virtue and religion. 

22. But it has happened unto them 
according to the true proverb. The 
meaning of the proverbs here quoted 
is, that they have returned to their for- 
mer vile manner of life. Under all the 
appearances of reformation, still their 
evil nature remained, as really as that 
of the dog or the swine, and that na- 
ture finally prevailed. There was no 
thorough internal change, any more than 
there is in the svnne when it is washed, 
or in the dog. This passage, there- 
fore, would seem to demonstrate that 
there never had been any real change 
of heart, and of course there had been 
no falling away from true religion. It 
should not, therefore, be quoted to 
prove that true Christians may fall from 
grace and perish. The dog and the 
swine had never been any thing else 
than the dog and the swine, and these 
persons had never been any thing else 
than sinners. .IT The dog is turned to 
his own vomit again. That is, to eat 
it up. The passage would seem to 
imply that . whatever pains should be 
taken to change the habits of the dog, 
be WQuld return to them again. The 
quotation here is from Prov. xxvi. 1 1 : 
*< As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a 



them according to the true pro- 
verb, " The dog 15 turned to his 
own vomit again ; and. The sow 
that was washed, to her wallow- 
ing in the mire. 

a Pr. 96. 11. 



fool returneth to his folly." A similar 
proverb is found in the Rabbinical 
writers. Of the truth of the disgusting 
fact here affirmed of the dog, there can 
be no doubt. Phaedrus (Fab. 27) 
states a fact still more ofiensive respect- 
ing its habits. In the view of the Ori- 
entals, the dog was reckoned among 
the most vile and disgusting of all ani- 
mals. Comp. Deut. xxiii. 18. 1 Sam. 
xvii. 43. 2 Sam. iii. 8 ; ix. 8 ; zvi. 9. 
Matt. vii. 6. Phil. iii. 2. See also Ho- 
race, 1 Epis. 2. 26. 

Vixisaet canis imparus, 
Vel arnica luto bus. 

On the use of this proverb, see VTiU- 
stein, in loc. IT Andy The $ow &at was 
washed, &c. This proverb is dot found 
in the Old Testament, but it was com- 
mon in the Rabbinical writings, and is 
found in the Greek classics. See Wet- 
stein, in toe. Its meaning is plain, and 
of the truth of what is affirmed no one 
can have any doubt. No matter how 
clean the swine is made by washing, this 
would not prevent it, in the slightest 
degree, from rolling in filth again. It 
will act out its real nature. So it is 
with the sinner. No external reforma- 
tion will certainly prevent his returning 
to his former habits, and when he does 
return, we can only say that he is act- 
ing according to his real nature — a 
nature which has never been changed 
any more than the nature of the dog 
or the swine. On the characteristics 
of the persons referred to in this chap- 
ter (vs. 9 — 19), see the Introduction, 
§3. 

This passage is often quoted to prove 
" the possibility of falling from grace, 
and from a very high degree of it too." 
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But it is one of the last passages in the 
Bible that should be aclduced to prove 
that doctrine. The true point of this pas- 
sage is to show that the persons referred 
to never were changed ; that whatever 
external reformation might have occur- 
red, their nature remained the same; 
and that when they apostatized from 
their outward profession, they merely 
acted out their nature, and showed that 
in fact there had been no real change. 
This passage will prove — what there 
are abundant facts to confirm — that 
persons may reform externally, and 
then return again to their former cor- 
rupt habits ; it can never be made to 
prove that one true Christian will fall 
away and perish. It will also prove 
that we should rely on no mere exter- 
nal reformation, no outward cleansing, 
as certain evidence of piety. Thousands 
who have been externally reformed 
have ultimately shown that they had 
no religion, and there is nothing in 
mere outward reformation that can fit 
us for heaven. God looks upon the 
heart ; and it is only the religion that 
has its seat there, that can secure our 
final salvation. 

CHAPTER III. 

ANALYSIS OF THE CHAPTXB. 

The principal design of this chapter 
is to demonstrate, in opposition to the 
objections of scoffers, that the Lord Je- 
sus will return again to this world ; 
that the world will be destroyed by fire, 
and that there will be a new heaven 
and a new earth ; and to show what 
effect this should have on the minds of 
Christians. The chapter, without any 
very exact arrangement by the author, 
essentially consists of three parts. 

I. The argument of the objectors to 
the doctrine that the Lord Jesus will 
return to the world, and that it will be 
destroyed, vs. 1 — 4. In doing this, 
the apostle (vs. 1, 2) calls their atten- 
tion to the importance of attending di- 
ligently to the things which had been 
spoken by the prophets, and to the{ 



commands of the apostles, reminding 
them that it was to be expected that in -* 
the last days there would be scoffers 
who would deride the doctrines of reli- 
gion, and who would maintain that 
there was no evidence that what had 
been predicted would be fulfilled, ver. 3. 
He then (ver. 4) adverts to the ctrgu- 
ment on which they professed to rely, 
that there were no signs or indications 
that those events were to take place ; 
that there were no natural causes in , 
operation which could lead to such re- ^ 
suits ; and that the fact of the stability 
of the earth since the time of the cre- 
ation, demonstrated that the predicted 
destruction of the world could not 
occur. 

II. The argument of Peter in reply 
to this objection : a strong aflSrmation 
of the truth of the doctrine that the 
Lord Jesus will return ; that the earth 
and all which it contains will be burned 
up ; that there will be a new heaven 
and a new earth ; and the effect which 
the prospect of the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, and of the destruction of the 
world by fire, should have on the minds 
of Christians, vs. 6 — 18. 

(1.) The arguments of Peter in reply 
to the objection from the long-continued 
stability of the earth, are the follow- 
ing: (a) He refers to the destruction 
of the old world by the flood — a fact 
against which the same objections 
could have been urged, beforehand, 
which are urged against the predicted 
destruction of the world by fire. vs. 6 
— 7. With just as much plausibility 
it might have been urged then that the 
earth had stood for thousands of years, 
and that there were no natural causes 
at work to produce that change. It * 
might have been asked where the im- 
mense amount of water necessary to 
drown a world could come from ; and 
perhaps it might have been argued that 
God was too good to destroy a world 
by a flood. Every . objection which 
could be urged to the destruction of 
the world by fire, could have been 
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CHAPTER III. 

THIS second epistle, beloved, 
I now write unto you ; in 



urged to its destruction by water ; and 
as, in fact, those objections, as the event 
showed, would have had no real force, 
so they should be regarded as having 
no real force now. (6) No argument 
against this predicted event can be de- 
rived from the fact that hundreds and 
thousands of years are suffered to elapse 
before the fulfilment of the predictions, 
vs. 8, 9. What seems long to men is not 
long to God. A thousand years with 
him, in reference to this point, are as 
one day. He does not measure time as 
men do. They soon die ; and if they 
cannot execute their purpose in a brief 
period, they cannot at all. But this 
cannot apply to God. He has infinite 
ages in which to execute his purposes, 
and therefore no argument can be de- 
rived from the fact that his purposes 
are long delayed, to prove that he will 
not execute them at all. (c) Peter says 
(vs. 15, seq.) that the delay which was 
observed in executing the plans of God 
should not be interpreted as a proof 
that they would never be accomplished, 
but as an evidence of his long-suffering 
and patience ; and in illustration of this, 
he refers to the writings of Paul, in 
which he says that the same sentiments 
were advanced. There were, indeed, 
he says, in those writings some things 
which were hard to be understood ; but 
on this point they were plain. 

(3.) A strong affirmation of the truth 
of the doctrine, vs. 9, 10, 13. He de- 
Clares that these events will certainly 
occur, and that they should be expected 
to take place suddenly, and without any 
pre-intimations of their approach — as 
the thief comes at night without an- 
nouncing his coming. 

(3.) The practical suggestions which 
Peter intersperses in the argument illus- 
trative of the effect which these consi- 
derations should have on the mind, are 
among the most important parts of the 



both which I stir qp your pure 
minds by way of remembrance ^ 



chapter: (1.) We should be holy, de- 
vout, and serious, ver. 11. (2.) We 
should look forward with deep interest to 
the new heavens and earth which are to 
succeed the present ver. 12. (3.) We 
should be diligent and watchful, that 
we may be found on the return of the 
Saviour < without spot and blameless.' 
ver. 14. (4.) We should be cautious 
that we be not seduced and led away 
by the errors which deny these great 
doctrines (ver. 17) ; and (6.) We 
should grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ 
ver. 18. ^ 

1. This second epistle, beloved, I 
now write unto you. This expression 
proves that he had written a former 
epistle, and that it was addressed to 
the same persons as this. Comp. In- 
tro., § 3. ^ In both which 1 stir up 
your pure minds, &c. That is, the 
main object of l>oth epistles is the same 
— to call to your remembrance import- 
ant truths which you have before heard, 
but which you are in danger of forget- 
ting, or from which you are in danger 
of being turned away by prevailing er- 
rors. Comp. Notes on ch. i. 12 — 15. 
The word rendered pure (e^9uxpu^$) 
occurs only here and in Phil. i. 10, 
where it is rendered sincere* The 
word properly refers to thai which may 
he judged of in sunshine; then it 
means clear, manifest ; and then sin- 
cere, pure — as that in which there is 
no obscurity. The idea here, perhaps, 
is, that their minds were open, frank, 
candid, sincere, rather than that they 
were pure. The apostle regarded them 
as disposed to see the truth, and yet as 
liable to be led astray by the plausible 
errors of others. Such minds need to 
have truths often brought fresh to their 
remembrance, though they are truths 
with which they had before been fami- 
liar. 
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3 That " ye may be mindful 
of the words which were spoken 
before * by the holy prophets, and 
of the commandment of us the 
apostles of the Lord and Saviour : 



2. That yt may be mindful of the 
words. Of the doctrines ; the truths ; 
the prophetic statements. Judo (ver. 
18) says that it had been foretold by 
the apostles, that in the last days there 
would be scoffers* Peter refers to the 
instructions of the apostles and prophets 
in general, though evidently designing 
that his remarks should bear particu- 
larly on the fact that there would be 
scoffers. IT Which were spoken before 
by the holy prophets. The predictions 
of the prophets before the advent of the 
Saviour, respecting his character and 
work. Peter had before appealed to 
'them (ch. i. 19 — 21), as furnishing 
important evfdence in regard to the 
truth of the Christian religion, and va- 
luable instruction in reference to its 
nature. See Notes on that passage. 
Many of the most important doctrines 
respecting the kingdom of the Messiah 
are stated as clearly in the Old Testa- 
ment as in the New (comp. Isa. liii.), 
and the prophedet therefore deserve to 
be studied as an important part of di- 
vine revelation. It should be added 
here, however, that when Peter wrote 
there waa this special reason why he 
referred to the prophets, that the canon 
of th^ New Testament was not then 
completed, and he could not make his 
appeal to that. To some parts of the 
writings of Paul he could and did ap- 
peal (vs. 15, 16), but probably a very 
small part of what is now the New 
Testament was known to those to whom 
this epistle was addressed. IT And of 
the commandment of us the apostles 
of the Lord and Saviour, As being 
equally entitled with the prophets to 
state and enforce the doctrines and du- 
ties of religion. It may be observed, 
that no man would have used this lan- 



3 Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the fast'days scoff- 
ers, * walking after their oWn 
lusts, 

aJudelT, 18, ftlTi.i. 1. 2Ti.3.1. 
c Is. 5. 19. 



guage who did not regard himself and 
his fellow-apostles as inspired, and as 
on a level with the prophets. 

3. Knowing this first. As among 
the first and most important things to 
be attended to — ^as one of the predic- 
tions which demand your special re- 
gard. Jude (ver. 18) says that the 
fact that there would be < mockers in 
the last time,' had been particularly 
foretold by them. It is probable that 
Peter refers to the same thing, and we 
may suppose that this was so well un- 
derstood by all the apostles that they 
made it a common subject of preach- 
ing. IT That there shaU come in the 
last days. In the last dispensation; 
in the period during which the affairs 
of the world shall be wound up. The 
apostle does not say that that was the 
last time in the sense that the world 
was about to come to an end ; nor is it 
implied that the period called < the last 
day' might not be a very long period, 
longer in fact than either of the previ- 
ous periods of the world. He says 
that during that period it had been 
predicted there would arise those whom 
he here calls scoffers. On the meaning 
of the phrase * in the last days,' as used 
in the Scriptures, see Notes on Acts ii. 
17. Heb. i. 2. Isa. ii. 2. IT Scoffers, 
In Jude (ver. 18) the same Greek word 
is rendered mockers. The word means 
those who deride, reproach, ridicule. 
There is usually in the word the idea 
of contempt or malignity towards an 
object. Here the sense seems to be 
that they would treat with derision or 
contempt the predictions respecting the 
advent of the Saviour, and the end of 
the world. It would appear probable 
that there was a particular or definite 
class of men referred to ; a class who 
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4 And saying,. Where " is the 
promise of his coming ? for since 

oJe. 17.15, Eze. 12. 22-27. Mat. 24. 48. 



would hold peculiar opinions, and who 
would urge plausible objections against 
the fulfilment of the predictions re- 
specting the end of the world, and the 
second coming of the Saviour — for those 
are the points fo which Peter particu- 
larly refers. It scarcely required in- 
spiration to foresee that there would be 
scoffers in the general Stense of the 
term — ^for they have so abounded in 
every age that no onq would hazard 
much in saying that they would be 
found at any particular time ; but the 
eye of the apostle is evidently on a 
particular class of men; the special form 
of whose reproaches would be the ridi- 
cule of the doctrines that the Lord Je- 
sus would return ; that there would be 
a day of judgment; that the world 
would be consumed by fire, &c. Arch- 
bishop Tillotson explains this of the 
Carpocratians, a large sect of the Gnos- 
tics, who denied the resurrection of the 
dead, and the future judgment. ^ Walk- 
ing after their own lusts. Living in 
the free indulgence of their sensual ap- 
petites. See Notes on ch. ii. 10, 12, 
14, 18, 19. 

4. And saying, Where is the pro- 
mise of his coming? That is, either. 
Where is the fulfilment of that pro- 
mise; or, "Where are the indications 
or signs that he will come? They 
evidently meant to imply that the pro- 
mise had utterly failed ; that there was 
not the slightest evidence that it would 
be accomplished; that they who had 
believed this were entirely deluded. It 
is possible that some of the early Chris- 
tians, even in the time of the apostles, 
had undertaken to fix the time when 
these events would occur, as many 
have done since, and that as that time 
had passed by they inferred that the 
prediction had utterly failed. But 
whether this were so or not, it was 



the fathers fell asleep, all things, 
continue as tkey tpere from the 
beginning of the creation. 



easy to allege that the predictions w 
specting the second coming of the Sa- 
viour seemed to imply that the end of 
the World was near, and that there 
were no indications that they would be 
fulfilled. The laws of nature were 
uniform as they had always been, and 
the alleged promises had failed. IT for 
since the fathers fell asleep. Since 
they (fte(i--death being often, in the 
Scriptures, as elsewhere, represented 
as sleep. Notes on John xi. 11. 1 Cor. 
xi. 30. This reference to the < fathers,* 
by such scoffers, was probably designed 
to be ironical and contemptuous. Per- 
haps the meaning may be thus ex- 
pressed : < Those old men, the prophets, 
indeed foretold this eyent. They were 
much concerned and troubled about it ; 
and their predictions alarmed others, 
and filled their bosoms with drea<i. 
They looked out for the signs of the 
end. of the world, and exj)ected that ' 
that day was' drawing near. But those 
good men have died. They lived to 
old ag«, a|id then died as others ;* and 
since they have departed, t}ie afiaird of 
the world have gone on very much as 
they did before. The earth is suffered 
to have rest, and the laws of nature 
operate in the sione way that Ihey al- 
ways did.' It seems noit improbable 
that the immediate reference in the- 
word fathers is not to the prophets of 
former times, but to aged and pious 
men of the times of the apostles, wt)o 
had dwelt much on this subject, and 
who had made it a subject, of Conversa- 
tion and of pleaching. Thosp . old 
men, said the scoffing objector, have 
died like others, and, notwithstanding* 
their confident predictions, things now 
move on as they did from the be^n- 
ning. IT All things continue as th^ 
were from the beginning of the cre- 
ation. That is, the laws of nature are 
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5 For this they willingly are 
ignorant of, that " by the word 
of God the heavens were of old, 



fixed and settled. The argument here 
— for it was doubtless designed to be 
an argument — is based on the stability 
of the laws of nature, and the uniformity 
of the course of events. Thus far all 
these predictions had failed. Things 
continued to go on as they had always 
done. The sun rose and set ; the tides 
ebbed and flowed ; the seasons followed 
each other in the usual order; one 
generation succeeded another, as had 
always been the case ; and there was 
every indication that those laws would 
continue to operate as they had always 
done. This argument for the stability 
of the earth, and against the prospect 
of the fulfilment of the predictions of 
the Bible, would have more force with 
many minds now than it had then, for 
eighteen hundred years more have 
rolled away, and the laws of nature 
remain the same. Meantime, the ex- 
pectations of those who have believed 
that the world was coming to an end 
have been disappointed; the time set 
for this by many interpreters of Scrip- 
ture has passed by ; men have looked 
Out in vain for the coming of the Sa- 
viour, and sublunary affairs move on 
as they always have done. Still, there 
are nojndications of the coming of the 
Saviour ; and perhaps it would be said 
that the farther men search, by the aid 
of science, into the laws of nature, the 
more they become impressed with their 
stability, and the more firmly they are 
convinced of the improbability that the 
world will be destroyed in the manner 
in which it Is predicted in the Scrip- 
tures that it will be. The specious 
and plausible objection arising from 
this source, the apostle proposes to meet 
in the following verses. 

5. For this they willingly are ig- 
norant of, Aof^wfr yap avfovf f ovt'o 
^Xovto^, There is some considerable 
variety in the translation of this pas- 



and the earth ' standing out of 
the water * and in the water ; 

a 66. 1. 6, 9. 1 amsisHng. h Ps. 34. 2. 



sage. In our common version the 
Greek word (^3jw^a{) is rendered as 
if it were an adverb, or as if it referred 
to their ignorance in regard to the 
event, meaning, that while they might 
have known this fact, they took no 
pains to do it, or that they preferred to 
have its recollection far firom their minds. 
So Beza and Luther render it. Others, 
however, take it as referring to what 
follows, meaning, > being so minded; 
being ^of that opinion ; or afiirming.' 
So Bloomfield, Robinson (Lex.), Mede, 
Rosenmuller, &c. According to this 
interpretation the sense is, < They who 
thus will or think ; that is, they who 
hold the opinion that all things will 
continue to remain as they were, are 
ignorant of this fact that things have 
not always thus remained ; that there 
has been a destrnction of the world 
once by water.' The Gre^k seems 
rather to demand this interpretation, 
and then the sense of the passage will 
be, <It is concealed or hidden from 
those who hold this opinion, that the 
earth has been once destroyed.' It is 
implied, whichever interpretation is 
adopted, that the wiU was concerned in 
it; that they were influenced by that 
rather than by sober judgment and by 
reason; and whether the word refers 
to their ignorance, or to their holding 
that opinion, there was obstinacy and 
perverseness about it. The will has 
usually more to do in the denial and re- 
jection of the doctrines of the Bible than 
the understanding has. The argument 
which the apostle appeals to in reply to 
this objection is a simple one. The ad- 
versaries of the doctrine afiirmed that the 
Jaws of nature had always reoiained 
the same, and they aflSrmed that they 
always would. The apostle denies the 
fact which they assumed, in the sense 
in which they aflirmed it, and main- 
tains that those laws have not been so 
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■table and unifoim that tha world has 
never been destroyed by an overwhelm- 
ing visitation from God. It has been 
destroyed by a flood ; it may be again 
by fire. There was the same improba- 
bility that the event would occur, so far 
as the argument from the stability of 
the laws of nature is concerned, in 
the one case that there is in the other, 
and consequently the objection is of no 
force. IT TluU by the word of God, 
By the command of God. < He spakcj 
and it was done.* Gomp. Gen. i. 6, 9. 
Ps. xxziii. 9. The idea here is, that 
every thing depends on his word or 
will. As the heavens and the earth 
were originally madt by his command, 
so by the same command they can be 
destroyed. \ The heavens were of old. 
The heavens were formerly made. Gen. 
i. 1. The word heaven in the Scrip- 
tures sometimes refers to the atmos- 
phere, sometimes to the starry worlds 
as they appear above us, and sometimes 
to the exalted place where God dwells. 
Here it is used, doubtless, in the popu- 
lar signification, as denoting the heavens 
as they appear, embracing the sun, 
moon, and stars. IT And the earthy 
standing out of the water, and in the 
water. Marg., consisting, Gr., (tmna' 
Xwta- The Greek word, when used in 
an intransitive sense, means to stand 
with, or together; then tropically, to 
place together, to constitute, place, 
bring into existence. Robinson, The 
idea which our translators seem to have 
had is, that, in the formation of the 
earth, a part was out of the water, and 
a part under the water, and that the 
former, or the inhabited portion, be- 
came entirely submerged, and that thqs 
the inhabitants perished. This was 
not, however, probably the idea of 
Peter. He doubtless has reference to 
the account given in Gen. i. of the 
creation of the earth, in which water 
performed so important a part The 



291 

then was, being overflowed with 
water, • perished : 



thought in his mind seems to have been, 
that water entered materially into the 
formation of the earth, and that in its 
very origin there existed the means by 
which it was afterwards destroyed. 
The word which is rendered-* stcmding* 
should rather be rendered consisting of, 
or constituted of; and the meaning is, 
that the creation of the earth was the 
result of the divine agency acting on 
the mass of elements which in Geaesis 
is called waters. Gen. 1, 2, 6, 7, 9. 
There was at first a vast fluid, an im- 
mense unformed collection of materials, 
called waters, and from that the earth 
arose. The point of time, therefore, 
in which Peter looks at the earth here 
is not when the mountains, and conti- 
nents, and islands, seem to be standing 
partly out of the water and partly in 
the water, but when there was a vast 
mass of materials called waters from 
which the earth was. formed. The 
phrase < out of the water' (ig v^oi) 
refers to the origin of the earth. It 
was formed from, or out of, that mass. 
The phrase < in the water^ (Bi vdoMTo;) 
more properly means through or kj^ 
It does not mean that the earth stoo^ 
in the water in the sense that it wa& 
partly submerged; but it means n<Ji 
only that the earth arose from thafi 
mass that Ib called water in. Gen, i, 
but that that mass called unUer was ia 
fact the grand material out of which 
the earth was formed. It was through 
or by means of that vast mass of 
mingled elements that the earth was 
made as it was. Every thing arose 
out of that chaotic mass; through 
that, or by means of that, all thiQg/i 
were formed, and from the fact thai 
the earth was thus formed out of the 
water, or that water entered so essen- 
tially into its formation, there existed 
causes which ultimately resulted in the 
deluge. 

6. Whereby* M Cjnt. Through which, 
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or by means of which. The pronoun 
here is in the plural number, and there 
has been much difference of opinion as 
to what it refers. Some suppose that 
it refers to the heavens mentioned in 
the preceding verse, and to the fact 
that the windows of heaven were 
opened in the deluge (Doddridge) ; 
others that the Greek phrase is taken 
in the sense of (Bvo) whence. Wet- 
stein supposes that it refers to the 
< heavens and the earth.' But the 
most obvious reference, though the 
plural number is used, and the word 
water in the antecedent is in the sin- 
gular, is to water. The fact seems to 
be that the apostle had the waters men- 
tioned in Genesis prominently in his 
eye, and meant to describe the effect 
produced hy those waters. He has 
also twice, in the same sentence, re- 
ferred to waier — * out of the water and 
in the water,* It is evidently to these 
waters mentioned in Genesis, out of 
which the world was originally made, 
that he refers here. The world was 
formed from that fluid mass ; by these 
waters which existed when the earth 
was made, and out of which it arose, 
it was destroyed. The antecedent to 
the word in the plural number is rather 
that which was in the mind of the 
writer, or that of which he was think- 
ing, than the word which he had used. 
IT 7he world thai then was, &c. In- 
cluding all its inhabitants. Rosen- 
muller supposes that the reference here 
is to some universal catastrophe which 
occurred before the deluge in the time 
of Noah, and indeed before the earth 
was fitted up in its present form, as 
described by Moses in Gen. i. It is 
rendered more than probable, by the re- 
searches of geologists in modern times, 
that such changes have occurred, but 
there is no evidence that Peter was ac- 
quainted with them, and his purpose 
did not require that he should refer to 
them. All that his argument demanded 



was the fact that the world had been 
once destroyed, and that therefore there 
was no improbability in believing that 
it would be again. They who main- 
tained that the prediction that the earth 
would be destroyed was improbable, 
affirmed that there were no signs of 
such an event ; that the laws of nature 
were stable and uniform; and that as 
those laws had been so long and so 
uniformly unbroken, it was absurd to 
believe that such an event could occur. 
To meet this, all that was necessary 
was to show that, in a case where the 
same objections substantially might bo 
urged, it had actually occurred that the 
world had been destroyed. There was, 
in itself considered, as much improba- 
bility in believing that the world could 
be destroyed by water as that it would 
be destroyed by fire, and consequently 
the objection had no real force. Not- 
withstanding the apparent stability of 
the laws of nature, the world had been 
once destroyed, and there is, therefore, 
no improbability that it may be again. 
On the objections, which might have 
been plausibly urged against the flood, 
see Notes on Heb. xi. 7. 

7. But the heavens and the earth 
which are now. As they now exist. 
There is no difficulty here respecting^ 
what is meant by the word earthy but 
it is not so easy to determine precisely 
how much is included in the word 
heavens. It cannot be supposed to 
mean heaven as the place where God 
dwells; nor is it necessary to suppose 
that Peter understood by the word all 
that would now be implied in it, aa 
used by a modern astronomer. The 
word is doubtless employed in a popular 
signification, referring to the heavens 
as they appear to the eye; and the 
idea is, that the conflagration would 
not only destroy the earth, but would 
change the heavens as they now appear 
to us. If, in fact, the earth with its 
atmosphera should be sutjected to a 
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same word are kept in store, re- 
served unto fire ' against the day 
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universal conflagration, all that is pro- 
perly implied in what is here said by 
Peter would occur. IT By the same 
word. Dependent solely on the will 
of God. He has only to give com- 
mand, and all will be destroyed. The 
laws of nature have no atability inde- 
pendent of his will, and at his pleasure 
all things could be.redaoed to nothing 
as easily as they were laade. A single 
word, a breath of command, from one 
Being, a Being over whom we have no 
control, would spread universal desola- 
tion through the heavens and the earth. 
Notwithstanding the laws of nature, as 
they aro called, and the precbion, uni- 
formity, and power with which they ope- 
rate, the dependence of the universe on 
the Creator is as entire as though there 
were no such laws, and as though all 
were conducted by the mere will of the 
Most High, irrespective of such laws. 
In £EU!t, those laws have no efficiency 
of their own, but are a mere statement 
of the way in which God produces the 
changes which occur, the methods by 
which he. operates who « works all in 
alL' At any moment he could sue- 
pend them ; that is, he eould cease to 
act, or withdraw his efficiency, end the 
universe would cease to be. IT Are 
kepi in store. Gr., *are treasured up.' 
The allusion in the Greek word is to 
any thing that is treasured up, or re- 
served for future use. The apostle does 
not say that this is the only purpose for 
which the heavens and the earth are 
preserved, but that this is one object, or 
this is one aspect in which the subject 
may be viewed. They are like treasure 
reserved for future use. ^Reserved 
unto fire. Reserved or kept to be 
burned up. See Notes on ver. 10. The 
first mode of destroying the world was 
by water, the next will be by fin. 
That the world would at some period 
be destroyed by fim Was a eummoo 
26* 



of -judgment and pmlition of un- 
godly men. 



opinion among the ancient philosophers, 
especially the Greek Stoics. What 
was the foundation of that opinion, or 
whence it was derived, it is impossible 
now to determine, but it is remarkable 
that it should have aoeonled so entirely 
with the statements of the New Testa- 
ment The authorities in proof that 
this opinion was entertained may be 
seen in Wetstein, m lot. See Seneca, 
N. Q. iii. 28 ; Cic N. D. ii. 46 ; Sim- 
plieius in ArisL de Gcelo i. 9 { Eusfr> 
bios P. XV. 18. It is quite remarkable 
that there have been among the heathen 
in ancient and modern times so many 
opinions that accord with the statements 
of levelation — opinions, many of them 
wbich could not have been founded on 
any investigations of science among, 
theai, and which must, therefore, haf« 
been either the result of conjecture, or 
handed down by tradition. Whatever 
may have been their origin, the fact 
thai such opinions prevailed and were 
believed, may be allowed to have some 
weight in showing that the state- 
ments in the Bible are not improbable. 
IT Against ike day of judgment and 
peiSuUm of ungodly men. The world 
was destroyed by a flood on account of 
the widkednesB ctf its inhabitants. It 
would seem from this passage that it 
will be destroyed :by flie with reference 
to the same cause ; at least, tbatMts de- 
struelion 1>y fife will involve the perdi- 
tion of wicked men. It cannot be in- 
fersed from this passage that the world 
vnll be tts wicked at the general con- 
flagration as it was in the time of Noah, 
but the Idea in the mind of Peter seems 
to Jiave been, that in the deiStrnction of 
the world by fife the perdition of the 
wicked will be involved, or will at 
that time occur. It also seems to be 
implied that the fire will accomplish an 
important agency in that destruction, 
•a.4h« water did on the old world, it 
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8 Bat, beloved, be not Igao- 
rant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thou- 
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is not said, in the passage before us, 
whether those to be destroyed will be 
living at that time, or will be raised 
up from the dead, nor have we any 
means of determining what was the 
idea of Peter on that point All that 
the passage essentially teaches is, that 
the world is reserved now with refer- 
ence to such a consummation by fire; 
that is, that there are elements kept in 
store that may be enkindled into a uni- 
versal conflagration, and that such a 
conflagration will be attended with the 
destruction of the wicked. 

8. But, behvedt be not ignorant of 
this one thing, that one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years. This 
(vs. 8, 9) is the second consideration 
by which the apostle meets the objec- 
tion of scofferiB against the doctrine of 
the second coming of the Saviour. The 
objection was, that much time, and 
perhaps the time which had been sup- 
posed to be set for his coihing, had 
passed away, and still all things re- 
mained as they were. The reply of 
the apostle is, that no argument could 
be drawn from this, for that which may 
seem to be a long time to us is a brief 
period with God. In the infinity of 
his own duration there is abundant 
time to accomplish his designs, and it 
can make no difference with him 
whether they are accomplished in 
one day or extended to a thousand 
years. Man has but a short time to 
live, and if he does not accomplish his 
purposes in a very brief period, he never 
will. But it is not so with God. He 
always lives, and we cannot, therefore, 
infer, because the execution of his 
purposes seems to be delayed, that they 
are abandoned. With him who al- 
ways lives it will be as easy to accom- 
plish th^m at a far distant period as 
now. If it is his pleasure to aceom- 



sand years, and a " thousand 
years as one day. 

9 The Lord is not slack ^ con- 
cerning his promise, as some 



plish them in a single day, he can 
Jo it; if he chooses that the execu- 
tion shall be deferred to a thousand 
years, or that a thousand years shall be 
consumed in executing them, he has 
power to carry them onward through 
what seems to us to be so vast a dura- 
tion. The wicked, therefore, cannot 
infer that they will escape because 
their punishment is delayed ; nor should 
the righteous fear that the divine pro- 
mises will fiiil because ages pass away 
before they are accomplished. The 
expression here used, that * one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years,' &c.y 
is common in the Rabbinical writings. 
See Wetstein in he, A similar thought 
occurs in Ps. xc. 4- : « For a thousand 
years in thy sight are but as yesterday 
when it is past, and as a watch in the 
night" 

9. The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise. That is, it should not be 
inferred because his promise seems to 
be long delayed that therefore it will 
fail. When men, after a considerable 
lapse of time, fail to fulfil their engage- 
ments, we infer that it is because they 
have changed their plans, or because 
they have forgotten their promises, or 
because they have no ability to perform 
them, or because there is a want of 
principle which makes them regardless 
of their obligations. But no such in- 
ference can be drawn from the ap- 
parent delay of the fulfilment of the 
divine purposes. Whatever may be 
the reasons why they seem to be de- 
ferred, we may be sure that it is firom 
no such causes as these. IX As some 
men count slackness. It is probable 
that the apostle here had his eye on 
some professing Christians who had 
become disheartened and impatient, and 
who, from the delay in regard to the 
ooming of the Lord Jesus, and from the 
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men count slackness; but is 
long-buffering • to us^ward, not 

a Fs. 86.15. Is. 30. 18. » Eze. 33. 11. 
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representations of those who denied the 
truth of the Christian religion, argaing 
from that delay that it was false, be- 
gan to fear that his promised coming 
would indeed never occur. To such 
he says that it should not be inferred 
from his delay that he would not re- 
turn, but that the delay should be re- 
garded as an evidence of his desire 
that men should have space for repent- 
ance, and an opportunity to secure their 
salvation. See Notes on ver. 15. IT But 
is long-suffering to us-^card. Toward 
us. The delay should be regarded as 
a proof of his forbearance, and of his 
desire that men should be saved. Every 
sinner should consider the fact that he 
is not cut down in his sins, not as a 
proof that God will not punish the 
wicked, but as a demonstration that he 
is now^ forbearing, and is willing that 
he should have an ample opportunity 
to obtain eternal life. No man should 
infer that God will not execute his 
threatenings, unless he can look into 
the most distant parts of a coming 
eternity, and demonstrate that there is 
no suffering appointed for the sinner 
there ; any man who sins, and who is 
spared even for a moment, should re- 
gard the respite as a proof that God is 
merciful and forbearing now. y Not 
willing that any should perish. That 
is, he does not desire it or loish it. His 
nature is benevolent, and he sincerely 
desires the eternal happiness of all, and 
^ his patience towards sinners proves 
that he is willing that they should be 
saved. If he were not willing, it would 
be easy for him to cut them off, and 
exclude them from hope at once. This 
passage, however, should not be adduced 
to prove (1.) that sinners never will in 
fact perish. For (a) the passage does 
not refer to what God will do as the 
final Judge of mankind, but to what 



willing ^ that any should perish^ 
but that all should * come to re- 
pentance. 



are his feelings and desires now towards 
men. (h) One may ha^e a sincere de- 
sire that others should not perish, and 
yet it may be, that, in entire consistency 
with that, they will perish. A parent 
has a sincere toish that his children 
should not be punished, and yet he 
himself may be under a moral necessity 
to punish them. A lawgiver may have 
a sincere wish that no one should ever 
break the laws, or be punished, and yet 
be himself may build a prison, and 
construct a gallows, and cause the law 
to be executed in a most rigorous man- 
ner. A judge on the bench may have 
a sincere desire that no man should be 
executed, and that every one arraigned 
before him should be found to be inno- 
cent, and yet even he, in entire accord- 
ance with that wish, and with a most 
benevolent heart, even with tears in his 
eyes, may pronounce the sentence of 
the law. (c) It cannot be inferred that 
all that the heart of infinite benevolence 
would desire, will be accomplished by 
his mere wiU. It is evidently as much 
in accordance with the benevolence of 
God that no man should be miserable 
in this world as it is that no one should 
suffer in the next, since the difficulty is 
not in the question where one shall 
suffer, but in the fact itself that any 
should suffer, and it is just as much in 
accordance with hv nature that all 
should be happy here as that they 
should be happy hereafter. And yet 
no man can maintain that the fact 
that God is benevolent proves that no 
one will suffer here. As little will 
that £ict prove that none will suffer in 
the world to come. (2.) The passage 
should not be adduced to prove that 
God has no purpose, and has formed no 
plan, in regard to the destruction of 
the wicked. For (a) the word here 
used has reference rather to hia dispo- 
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10 But the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief "in the night; 

a Matt. 34. 42, 43. Re. 16. 15. 



ration, or to his nature,, than to any act 
or plan ; (6) there is a sense, as is ad- 
mitted by all, in which he does will the 
destruction of the wicked, to wit, if 
they do not repent, that is, if they de- 
serve it ; (c) such an act is as incon- 
sistent with his general benevolence as 
an eternal purpose in the matter, since 
his eternal purpose can only have been 
to do what he actually does, and if it 
be consistent with a sincere desire that 
sinners should be saved to do this, then 
it is consistent to determine ^forehand 
to do it — ^for to determine beforehand to 
do what is in fact right, cannot but be 
a lovely trait in the character of any 
one. (8.) The passage then proves (a) 
that God has a sincere dtdre that men 
should be saved ; (5) that any purpose 
in regard to the destruction of sinners 
is not founded on mere will, or is not 
arbitrary ; (c) that it would be agreeable 
to the nature of God, and to his arrange- 
ments in the plan of salvation, if all 
men should come to repentance, and 
accept the offers of mercy ; {d) that if 
any come to him truly penitent, and 
desirous to be saved, they will not be 
cast off; (e) that, since it is in accord- 
ance with his nature that he should 
desire that all men may be saved, it 
may. be presumed that he has made an 
arrangement by which it is possible 
that they should be; and (/) that, 
since this is his desire, it is proper for 
the ministers of*religion to offer sal- 
vation to every human being. Comp. 
Ezek. xzziii. 11. 

10. But the day of the Lord, The 
day of the Lord Jesus. That is, the 
day in which he will be manifested. 
It is called hh day, because he will 
then be the grand and prominent ob- 
ject as the Judge of all. Comp. Luke 
xvii. 27. \ "Will come as a thief in 
the night, tJnezpectedly ; suddenly. 
See Notes on 1 Thess. v. 2. t -^n the 



in the which the heavens ^ shall 
pass away with a great noise, 
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which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise. That is, what 
seems to tM to be the heavens. It can- 
not mean that the holy abode where 
God dwells will pass away ; nor need 
we suppose that this declaration extends 
to the starry worlds and systems as 
disclosed by the modern astronomy. 
The word is doubtless used in a popu- 
lar sense — that is, as things appear to 
us ; and the fair interpretation of the 
passage would demand only such a 
change as would occur by the destruc- 
tion of this world by fire. If a confla- 
gration should take place, embracing 
the earth and its surrounding atmo- 
sphere, all the phenomena would occur 
which are here described ; and, if this 
would be so, then this is all that can 
be proved to be meant by the passage. 
Such a destruction of the elements 
could not occur without < a great noise.' 
V And the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat. Gr., « the elements being 
burned, or burning (xoverov^w)) shall 
be dissolved.' The idea is, that the 
cause of their being * dissolved' shall be 
fire ; or that there will be a conflagra- 
tion extending to what are here called 
the < elements,' that shall produce the 
effects here described by the word < dis- 
solved.' There has been much difier- 
ence of opinion in regard to the mean- 
ing of the word here rendered elements 
(jS'tobX^uh). The word occurs in the 
New Testament only in the following 
places : Gal. iv. 3, 9. 2 Pet. iii. 10, 12, 
in which it is rendered elements ; Col. 
ii. 8, 20, in which it is rendered rud^ 
mentSf and in Heb. v. 12, where it ia 
renderod principles. For the general 
meaning of the word, see Notes on 
Gal. iv. 3. The word denotes the rt«- 
diments of any thing ; the minute parts 
or portions of which any thing is com- 
posed, or which constitutes the simple 
portions out of which any thing growi^ 
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and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat ; the earth also, and 



or of which it is compounded. Here 
it would properly denote the compo- 
nent parts of the material world; or 
those which enter into its composition^ 
and of which it is made up. It is not 
to be supposed that the apostle used 
the term with the same exact signifi- 
cation with which a chemist would use 
it now, but in accordance with the 
popular use of the term in his day. In 
all ages, and in all languages, some 
such word, with more or less of scien- 
tific accuracy, has been employed to 
denote the primary materiab out of 
which others were formed, just as, in 
most languages, there have been char- 
acters or letters to denote the element- 
ary sounds of which language is com- 
posed. The ancients in general sup- 
posed that the. elements out of which 
all things were formed, were four—air, 
earth, fire, and water. Modem science 
has entirely overturned this theory, and 
has shown that these, so fiur from being 
simple elements, are themselves com- 
pounds; but the tendency of modern 
science is still to show that the ele- 
ments of all things are in fact few in 
number. The word, as here used by 
Peter, would refer to the elements of 
things as then understood in a popular 
sense ; it would now not be an impro- 
per word to be applied to the few ele- 
ments of which all things are composed 
as disclosed by modern chemistry. In 
either case the use of the word would 
be correct. Whether applied to the 
one or the other, science has shown 
that all are capable of combustion. 
Water, in its component parts, is in- 
flammable in a high degree ; and even 
the diamond has been shown to be 
combustible. The idea contained in 
the word < dissolved,' is properly only 
the change which heat produces. Heat 
changes the /orm« of things; dissolves 
them into, their • elements ; dissipates 
those which were solid by driving them 



the works that are^herein, shall 
be bnrnt up. 



off into gases ; and produces new com- 
pounds, but it annihilates nothing. It 
cotild not be demonstrated from this 
phrase ths^t the world would be annihi- 
lated by fire ; it could be proved only 
that it will undergo important changes. 
So fu as the action of fire is concerned, 
the farm of the earth may pass away, 
and its aspeet be changed ; but unless 
the direct power which created it inter- 
poses to annihilate it, the matter "vvhich 
now composes it will still be in exists 
enoe. IT The earth also, and the work* 
that are therein, shall be burnt up. 
That is^ whether they are the works 
of God or man — the whole vegetable 
and animal creation, and all the towers, 
the towns, the palaces, the productions 
of genius, the paintings, the statuary, 
the books, which man has made. 
** TIm eload«eapt towers, tbe gorgeous pa- 



The Bolenm temples ; the great globe it- 
self, 
And all that it inherits* shall dissolve^ 
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision. 
Leave not one wreck behind." 

The word rendered < burnt up,' like the 
word just before used and rendered 
fervent heat — a word of the same origin, 
but here intensive — means that they 
will undergo, such a change as fire will 
produce ; not, necessarily, that the mat- 
ter composing them will be annihilated. 
If the matter composing the earth is 
ever to be destroyed entirely, it must 
be by the immediate power of God, for 
only he who created can destroy. There 
is not the least evidence that a particle 
of matter originally made has been on- 
nihilated since the world began ; and 
there are no fires so intense, no chemi- 
cal powers so mighty, as to cause a 
particle of matter to cease wholly to be. 
So far as tbe power of man is con- 
cerned, and so far as one portion of 
matter can prey on another, matter is 
as imperishable as mind, and neither ' 
can be destroyed unless God destroys 
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it. Wh«ther it is his purpose to annt* 
hilate any portion of the matter which 
he has made, does not appear from his 
word ; but it is clear that he intends 
that the universe shall undergo import- 
ant changes. As to the possibility or 
probability of such a destruction 'hy fire 
as is here predicted, no one can have 
any doubt who is acquainted with the 
disclosures of modern science in regard 
to the internal structure of the earth. 
Even the ancient philosophers, from 
some cause, supposed that the earth 
would yet be destroyed by fire (Notes 
on ver. 7) ; and modern science has 
made it probable that the interior of the 
earth is a melted and intensely heated 
mass of burning materials; that the 
habitable world is but a comparatively 
thin crust or shell over those internal 
fires ; that earthquakes are caused by 
the vapours engendered by that heated 
mass when water comes in contact with 
it; and that volcanoes are but openings 
and vent-holes through which those 
internal flames make their way to the 
surface. Whether these fires will 
everywhere make their way to the sur- 
face and produce an universal confla- 
gration, perhaps could not be deter- 
mined by science ; but no one can 
doubt that the simple command of God 
would be all that is necessary to pour 
those burning floods over the earth, as 
he once caused the waters to roll over 
every mountain and through every val- 
ley. As to the question whether it is 
probable that such a change produced 
by fire, and bringing the present order 
of things to a close, will occur, it 
may be remarked farther, that there is 
reason to believe that such changes are 
in fact taking place in other worlds. 
" During the last two or three centu- 
ries, upwards of thirteen fixed stars 
have disappeared. One of them, situ- 
ated in the northern hemisphere, pre- 
sented a peculiar brilliancy, and was 
so bright as to be seen by the naked 
eye at mid-day. It seemed to be on 
Are, appearing at first of ft* dazsling 



white, then of a reddish yellow, and 
lastly of an ashy pale colour. La 
Place supposes that it was burned up, 
as it has never been seen since. Xhe 
conflagration was visible about sixteen 
months." The well-known astrono- 
mer, Yon Littrow, in the section of his 
work on **New and Missing Stars" 
-(entitled Die Wunder der Himmels 
oder Gemeinfessliche Darstellung der 
Weltsystems, Stuttgard, 1843, § 227), 
observes : « Great as may be the revo- 
lutions which take place on the surface 
of those fixed stars, which are subject 
to this alternation of light, what en- 
tirely different changes may those others 
have experienced, which in regions of 
the firmament where no star had ever 
been before, appeared to blase up in 
clear flames, and then to disappear, 
perhaps for ever." He then gives a 
brief history of those stars which have 
excited the particular attention of as- 
tronomers. ** In the year 1572, on the 
11th of November," says he, «<Tycho, 
on passing from his chemical laboratory 
to the observatory, through the court 
of his house, observed in the constella' 
tion Cassiopeia, at a place where before 
he had only seen very small stars, a 
new star of uncommon magnitude. It 
was so bright that it surpassed even 
Jupiter and Venus in splendour, and 
was visible even in the day-time. Dur- 
ing the whole time in which it was 
visible, Tycho could observe no paral- 
lax or change of position. At the end 
of the year, however, it gradually dimi- 
nished, and at length, in March, 1574, 
sixteen months after its discovery, en- 
tirely disappeared, since which all 
traces of it have been lost When it 
first appeared its light was of a daz- 
zling white colour; in January, 1573, 
two months after its reviving, it became 
yellowish ; in a few months it assumed 
a reddish hue, like Mars or Aldebaran ; 
and in the beginning of the year 1574, 
two or three months before its total 
disappearance, it glimmered only with 
a gray or lead-coloured light, similar 
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11 Seeing then that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy conversation and 
godliness ; 

12 Looking for* and * hasting 

a Tit. 2. IS. 1 or, hasting the coming. 



to that of Saturn." See Bibliotheca 
Sacra, III., p. 181. If such things oc 
cur in other worlds, there is nothing 
improbable or absurd in the supposition 
that they may yet occur on the earth. 

1 1. Seeing then that aU these things 
shall be dissolved. Since this is an 
undoubted truth. 1 What manner of 
persons ought ye to he in all holy eon^ 
versation and godliness. In holy con- 
duct and piety. That is, this fact 
ought to be allowed to exert a deep and 
abiding influence on us, to induce us to 
lead holy lives. We should feel that 
there is nothing permanent on the 
earth; that this is not our abiding 
home ; and that our great interests are 
in another world. We should be se- 
rious, humble, and prayerful; and 
should make it our great object to be 
prepared for the solemn scenes through 
which we are soon to pass. An ha- 
bitual contemplation of the truth that 
all that we see is soon to pass away, 
would produce a most salutary effect 
on the mind. It would make US' se- 
rious. It would repress ambition. It 
would lead us not to desire to accumu- 
late what must so noon be destroyed. It 
would prompt us to lay up our trea- 
sures in heaven. It would cause us to 
ask with deep earnestness whether we 
are prepared for these amazing scenes 
should they suddenly burst upon us. 

1 2. Looking for, ■ Not knowing 
tvhen this may occur, the mind should 
be in that state which constitutes ex- 
pectation ; that is, a belief that it will 
occur, and a condition of mind in which 
we would not be taken by surprise 
should it happen at any moment. See 
Notes on Titus ii. 13. IT And hasting \ 



unto the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens, being 
on fire, shall be dissolved, and 
the elements shall melt ^ with 
fervent heat? 

13 Nevertheless we, accord- 

h Is. 64. & 2. Mi. 1. 4. 



unto the coming, Marg., as in Greek, 
'hasting the coming* The Greek 
word rendered hasting ((fHsv6<a) means 
to urge on, to hasten; and then to 
hasten after any thing, to await with 
eager desire. This is evidently the 
sense here. Wetstein and Robinson, 
The state of mind which is indicated 
by the word is that when we are anx- 
iously desirous that any thing should 
occur, and when we would hasten or 
accelerate it if we could. The trae 
Christian does not dread the coming of 
that day. He looks forward to it as 
the period of his redemption, and would 
welcome, at any time, the return of his 
Lord and Saviour. While he is willins' 
to wait as long as it shall please G«d 
for the advent of his Redeemer, yetto 
him the brightest prospect in the fuurs 
is that hour when he shall conp^ to 
take him to himself. 1 The c^ing 
of the day of God, Called ' t^* day 
of God,' because God will ^on be 
manifested in his power and<^oi7* 

13. Nevertheless we, aecoi^ng to hit 
promise. The allusion h/» seems to 
be, beyottd a doubt, to twc parages in 
Isaiah, in which a promi^ of this kind 
is found. Isa. Ixv. 17. ^For behold, I 
create new heavens, an^ * new earth : 
and the former shall n^ he remembered 
nor come into minc^* !««• Ixv>» 22. 
" For as the new h^^cna and the new 
earth which I wilinake, shall remain 
before me, saith t)b Lord," Ac. Comp. 
Rev. zxi. 1, whe^ •^ohn says he had a 
vision of the nr^ heaven and the new 
earth which '" promised. "And I 
saw a new )*aven and a new earth ; 
for the first ^aven and the first earth 
were pa«e/ away, and there waa ne 
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** heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 



more sea/* See Notes on Isa. Izt. 17. 
IT Look for new heavens and a new 
earth. It may not be easy to answer 
many of the questions which might be 
asked respecting the * new heavens and 
earth' here mentioned. One of those 
which are most natarally asked is, 
whether the apostle meant to say that 
this earth, after.being purified by fire, 
would be fitted up ag^n for the abode 
of the redeemed ; but this question it 
is impossible to answer with certainty. 
The following remarks may perhaps 
embrace all that is known, or that can 
be shown to be probable, on the mean- 
ing of the passage before us. Fibst, 
The « Dew heavens and the new earth' 
referred to will be such as will exist 
after the world shall have been de- 
stroyed by fire ; that is, after the gene- 
ral judgment There is not a word 
expressed, and not a hint given, of any 
(new heaven and earth' premoua to 
^s, in which the Saviour will reign 
personally over his saints, in such a 
Tdiovated world, through a long millen- 
nia period. The onier of events stated 
hy iQter, is (a) that the heavens and 
earth which are now, are ' kept in 
store, iMseived unto fire against the day 
ofjud^ent, and perdition of ungodly 
men' (ve, 7) ; (M that the day of the 
Lord will Kjme suddenly and unexpect- 
edly (ver. i)) . that then the heavens 
and earth wu pass away with a great 
noise, the ^ents will melt, and the 
earth with aDits works be burned up 
.(ver. 10) 5 antjfc) that after this (ver. 
13) we are to e^nJect the « new heavens 
and new earth.' ' Nothing is said of a 
personal reign ofehrist; nothing of 
the resurrection o( l^e saints to dwell 
with him on the eaflj; nothing of the 
world's being fitted ^ for their abode 
previous to the &i«i^ judgment. If 
l*eter had any kndWi^ge of such 
. evento, and believed ih^ they would 
oQcva, it is remarkable tj^ he did not 



even allude to them here. The pas- 
sage before us is one of the very few 
places in the New Testament where 
allusion is made to the manner in 
which the affairs of the world will be 
closed, and it cannot be explained why, 
if he looked for such a glorious personal 
reign of the Saviour, the subject should 
have been passed over in total sileace. 
SscovD. The word « new,' applied to 
the heavens and the earth that are to 
succeed the present, might express one 
of the following three things ; that is, 
either of these things would correspond 
with all that is fairly implied in that 
word, (a) If a new world was literally 
created out of nothing after this world 
is destroyed ; for that would be in the 
strictest sense new* That such an 
event is possible no one can doubt, 
though it is not revealed, (b) If an 
inhabitant of the earth should dwell 
after death on any other of the worlds 
now existing, it would be to him a 
*new' abode, and every thing would 
appear new. Let him, ibr instance, 
be removed to the planet Saturn, 
with its wonderful ring, and its seven 
moons, and the whole aspect of the 
heavens, and of .the world on which he 
would then dwell, would be new to 
him. The same Uting would occur if 
he were to dwell on any other of the 
heavenly bodies, or if he were to pass 
froin world to world. ,See this illus- 
trated at length in the works of Themafr 
Dick, LL. D. * Celestial Scenery,' &c 
Comp. Not^s on 1 Pet. i. 1% (c) ^ 
the earth should Wrenoxated, and fitted 
up for the abode of man t^er the uni- 
versal conflagration, it would then be a 
new abode. Third. This world, thus 
renovated, may be, firom time to time, 
the temporary abode of the redeemed^ 
after the final judgment. No one can 
prove that this may not be, though 
there is no evidence that it will be their 
pennanent and eternal abode, or that 
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wen all the redeemed will at any one 
time find a home on this globe^ for no 
one can suppose that the earth is spa- 
cioos enough to fumbh a dwelling- 
place for all the unnumbered millions 
that are to be saved. But that the 
earth may again be revisited from time 
to time by the redeemed; that in a 
purified and renovated form it may be 
one of the * many mansions' which are 
to be fitted up for them (John xiv. 2), 
may not appear wholly improbable from 
the following suggestions : (1.) It 
seems to have been a law of the earth 
that in its progress it should be pre- 
pared at one period for the dwelling- 
place of a higher order of beings at 
another period. Thus, according to 
the disclosures of geology, it existed 
perhaps for countless ages before it was 
fitted to be an abode for man ; and that 
it was occupied by the monsters of an 
inferior order of existence, who have 
now passed away to make room for a 
nobler race. Who can tell but the 
present order of things may pass away 
to make place for the manifestations of 
a more exalted mode of being 1 (2.) 
There is no certain evidence that any 
world has been anmhilatedt though 
some have disappeared from human 
view. Indeed, as observed above, 
(Notes on ver. 10) there is no proof 
that a single particle of matter ever 
has been annihilated, or ever will be. 
It may change its form, but it may still 
exist. (3.) It seems, also, to accord 
most with probability that, though the 
earth may ondergo important changes 
by flood or fire, it will not be annihi- 
lated. It seems dIfiieuU to suppose 
that, as a world, it wiH be wholly dis- 
placed frpm the system of which it is 
now a part, or that the system itself 
will disappear. The earth, as one of 
the worlds of God, has occupied too 
iniportant a position in the history of 
the universe to make it to be easily 
believed that the place where the Son 
of God became incarnate and died, 
fliuiU be utterly swept away. It would, 
26 



certainly,^ accord more with all the 
feelings which we can have on such a 
subject, to suppose that a world once so 
beautiful when it came from the hand 
of its Maker, should be restored to 
primitive loveliness ; that a world which 
seems to have been made primarily 
(see Notes on I Pet. i. 12) with a view 
to illustrate the glory of God in re- 
demption, should be preserved in some 
appropriate form to be the theatre of 
the exhibition of the developement of 
that plan in far distant ages to come. 
(4.) To ^he redeemed, it would be 
most interesting again to visit the 
spot where, the great work of their 
redemption was accomplished; where 
the Son of God became incarnate and 
made atonement for sin; and where 
there would be so many interesting re- 
collections and associations, even after 
the purification by fire, connected with 
the infancy of their existence, and their 
preparation for eternity. Piety would 
at least ufish that the world where 
Gethsemane and Calvary are should 
never be blotted out from the universe. 
But (5.) if, after their resurrection and 
reception into heaven, the redeemed 
shall ever re-visit a world so full of in- 
teresting recollections and associations ; 
where they began their being, where 
their Redeemer lived and died, where 
they were renewed and sanctified, and 
where their bodies once rested in the 
grave, there is no reason to suppose 
that this will be their permanent and 
unchanging abode. It may be mere 
speculation, but it seems to Bccord best 
with the goodness of God, and with 
the manner in which the universe is • 
made, to suppose that every portion of 
it may be visited, and become succes- 
sively the abode of the redeemed ; that 
they may pass from World to world, and 
survey the wonders and the works of 
God as they are displayed in different 
worlds. The universe so vast seems 
to have been fitted up for such a pur- 
pose, and nothing else that we can con- 
ceive of will be 80 adapted to give em- 
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ing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent " that ye may be found 
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of him in peace, without spot, 
and blameless. 

15 And account tliat the long- 
suffering of our Lord is salva- 



ployment without weariness to the 
minds that God has made, in the inter- 
minable duration before them. Fourth. 
The new heavens and earth will be 
holy. They will be the abode of right- 
eousness for ever, (a) This fact is 
clearly revealed in the verse before us : 
'wherein dwelleth righteousness.' It 
is also the correct statement of the 
Scriptures. Rev. xxi. 27. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 
10. Heb. zii. 14. (h) This will be in 
strong contrast with what has occuned 
on earth. The history of this world 
has been almost entirely a history of 
sin — of its nature, developements, re- 
sults. There have been no perfectly 
holy beings on the earth, except the 
Saviour, and the angels who have oc- 
casionally visited it. There has been 
no perfectly holy place — city, village, 
hamlet; no perfectly holy community. 
But the future world, in strong con- 
trast with this, will be perfectly pure, 
and will be a fair illustration of what 
religion in its perfect form will do. 
(c) It is for this that the Christian 
desires to dwell in that world, and 
waits for the coming of his Saviour. 
\i is not primarily that he may be 
happy, desirable as that is, but that he 
■ may be in a world where he himself 
will be perfectly pure, and where all 
around him will be pure ; where every 
being that he meets shall be < holy as 
God is holy,* and every place on which 
his eye rests, or his foot treads, shall be 
uncontaminated by sin. To the eye 
of faith and hope how blessed is the 
prospect of such a world ! 

14. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that 
ye look for such things, he diligent. 
That is, in securing your salvation. 
The effect of such hopes and {Prospects 
should be to lead us to an earnest in- 
quiry whether we are prepared to dwell 
in a holy world, and to make us dili- 



gent in performing the duties, and pa- 
tient in bearing the trials of life. H« 
who has such hopes set before him, 
should seek earnestly that he may be 
enabled truly to avail himself of them, 
and should make their attainment the 
great object of his life. He who is so 
soon to come to an end of all weary 
toil, should be willing to labour dili- 
gently and fiuthfully while life lasts. 
He who is so soon to be relieved from 
all temptation and trial, should be will- 
ing to bear a little longer the sorrows 
of the present world. What are all 
these compared with the glory that 
awaits usi Comp. Notes on 1 Cor. 
XV. 58. Rom. viii. 18, seq. 2 Cor. iv. 
16—18. IT That ye may be found of 
him in peace. Found by him when 
he returns in such a state as to secure 
your eternal peace, t Without spot, 
and blameless. See Notes on Eph. v. 
27. It should be an object of earnest 
efibrt with us to have the last stain of 
sin and pollution removed from our 
souls. A deep feeling that we are soon 
to stand in the presence of a holy God, 
our final Judge, cannot but have a 
happy influence in making us pure. 

15. And account that the hmg-suf 
fering of our Lord is salvation. Re- 
gard his delay in coming to judge the 
world, not as an evidence that he never 
will come, but as a proof of his desire 
that we should be saved. Many had 
drawn a different inference from the 
fact that the ^vlour did not return, 
and had supposed that it was a proof 
that he would never come, and that his 
promises had failed. Peter says that 
that conclusion was not authorized^ but 
that we should rather regard it as *tin 
evidence of his mercy, and of his desire 
that we should be saved. This conclu- 
sion is as proper now as it was then. 
Wicked men should not infer, because 
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tion ; • even as our beloved bro- 
ther Paul also, according to the 

a Ro. 3. 4. 

God does not cut them down, that, 
therefore, they never will be punished, 
or that God is not faithful to his threat* 
enings. They should rather regard it 
as a proof that he is witling to save 
them; for (1.) he might justly cut 
them off for their sins ; (2.) the only 
reason of which we have knowledge 
why he spares the wicked is to give 
them space for repentance ; and (3.) as 
long as life is prolonged a sinner has 
the opportunity to repent, and may turn 
to God. We may, therefore, in our 
own case, took on all the delays of God 
to punish ; on all his patience and for- 
bearance towards us, notwithstanding 
our sins and provocations ; on the num- 
berless tokens of his kindness scattered 
along our way, as evidence that he 
is not willing that we should perish. 
What an accumulated argument in any 
case would this afford of the willing- 
ness of God ta save ! Let any man 
Ipok on his own sins, his pride, and 
selfishness, and sensuality; let him 
contemplate the fact that he has sinned 
through many years, and against many 
mercies ; let him endeavour to estimate 
the number and magnitude of his of- 
fences, and upon God's patience in 
bearing with him while these have been 
committed, and who can overrate the 
force of such an argument in proof 
that God is slow to anger, and is 
willing to savel Comp. Notes on 
Rom. ii. 4. Hi Even as our beloved 
brother Paul also. From this refer- 
ence to Paul the following things are 
clear: (1.) That Peter was acquainted 
with his writings; (2.) that he pre- 
sumed that those to whom be wrote 
were also acquainted with them ; (3.) 
that Peter regarded Paul as a < beloved 
brother,' notwithstanding the solemn 
rebuke which Paul had had occasion to 
administer to him (Gal. ii. 2, seq.) ; (4.) 
that he regarded him as authority in 



wisdom given unto him, hath 
written unto you ; 



inculcating the doctrines and duties of ' 
religion; and (5.) that he regarded 
him as an inspired man, and his writ- 
ings as a part of divine truth. See 
Notes on ver. 16. That Peter has 
shown in his epistles that he was ac- 
quainted with the writings of Paul, 
has been abundantly proved by Bich- 
horn (Einleitung in das N. Tes. viii. 
606, seq.), and will be apparent by a 
comparison of the following passages : 
Eph. i. 3 with 1 Pet. iii. I ; Col. iii. 8 
with 1 Pet. ii. 1 ; Eph. v. 22 with 1 
Pet iii. 1 ; Eph. v. 21 with 1 Pet. v. 
6 ; 1 These, v. 6 with 1 Pet. v. 8 ; 1 
Cor. xvi. 20 with 1 Pet. v. 14; Rom. 
viii. 18 with 1 Pet. v. 1 ; Rom. iv. 24 
with 1 Pet. i. 21 ; Rom. xiii. 1, 3, 4 
with 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14; 1 Tim. ii. 9 
with 1 Pet. iii. 3 ; 1 Tim. v. 6 with 1 
Pet. iii. 6. The writings of the apos- 
tles were doubtless extensively circu- 
lated, and one apostle, though himself 
inspired, could not but feel a deep in- 
terest in the writings of another. There 
would be cases, also, as in the instance 
before us, in which one would wish to 
confirm his own sentiments by the ac- 
knowledged wisdom, experience, and 
authority of another, t According to 
the wisdom given unto him* Peter evi- 
dently did not mean to disparage that 
wisdom, or to express a doubt that Paul 
was endowed with wisdom ; he ipeant 
undoubtedly that, in regard to Paul, the 
same thing was true which he would 
have affirmed, of himself or of any other 
man, that whatever wisdom he had was 
to be traced to a higher than human ori- 
gin. This would at the same time tend 
to secure more respect for the opinion 
of Paul than if he had said it was his 
own, and would keep up in the minds 
of those to whom he wrote a sense of 
the truth that all wisdom is from above. 
In reference to ourselves^ to our friends, 
to our teachers, and to all men, it is 
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proper to bear in remembrance the fact 
that all true wisdom is from the ** Far 
ther of lights." Comp. Notes on James 
t i. 6, 17. ^ Hath written unto you. 
It is not necessary to su[^pose that Paul 
had written any epistles addressed sp»- 
cifically, and by name, to the persons 
to^whom Peter wrote. It is rather to 
.be* supposed that the persons to whom 
Peter wrote (1 Pet. i. 1) lived in the 
regions' to which some of Paul's epis- 
tles were addressed, and that they might 
be tegarded as addressed to them. The 
. epistles to the Galatiahs, Ephesians, 
and Coloesians, were of this descrip- 
tion, all addressed to churches in Asia 
Minor, and all, therefore, having refer- 
ence to the same people to whom Peter 
addressed his epistles. 

16, As also in all his epistles. Not 
only in those which he addressed to 
the churches in Asia Minor, but in his 
epistles generally. It is to be presumed 
that they might have had an acquaint- 
ance with some of the other epistles of 
Paul, as well as those sent to the 
churches in their immediate vicinity. 
ir Speaking in them of these things. 
The things which Peter had dwelt upon 
in his two epistles. The great doctrines 
of the cross ; of the depravity of man ; 
of the divine purposes $ of the new 
birth ; of the consummation of. all 
things ; of the return of the Saviour to 
judge the world, and to receive his 
people to himself : the duty of a serious, 
devout, and prayerful life, and of being 
prepared for the heavenly world. These 
things are constantly dwelt uponiLby 
Paul, and to his authority in these re- 
spects Peter might appeal with the ut- 
most confidence, t in which. The 
common reading in this passage is iv 
oI$» and according to this the reference 
is to the subjects treated o^— < in which 
things^ — referring to what he had just 
spol^Q of-— < speaking of these things.' 



This reading is found in the common 
editions of the New Testament, and is 
supported by far the greater number 
of MSS., and by most commentators 
and critics. It is found in Griesbach, 
Tittman, and Hahn, and has every 
evidence of being the genuine reading. 
Another reading, however (ly ol;)) ia 
found in some valuable M88., and- is 
supported by the Syriac and Arabic 
versions, and adopted by Mill (Pro- 
leg., 1484), and by BeM. According 
to ikoM, the reference is to the epistles 
themselves — as would seem to be im- 
plied in our common version. The 
true construction, so far as the evidence 
goes, is to refer it not directly to the 
epistles, but to the tkmgs of which 
Peter saya Paul wrote ; that is, not to 
the style and language of Paul, but to 
the great truths and doctrines which 
he taught. Those doctrines were in- 
deed contained in bis epistles, but still, 
according to the fair construction of the 
passage before us, Peter should not be 
understood as accusing Paul of obscu- 
rity of style- He refers, not to the 
difficulty- 0f understanding what Paul 
meant, but to the difficulty of compre- 
hending the great truths which he 
taught This is, generally, the great- 
est difficulty in regard to the statements 
of Paul. The difficulty is not that the 
meaning of tlie writer is not plain, but 
it is either (a) that the mind is over- 
powered by thegrandeur of the thought, 
and the incomprehensible nature of. the 
theme : or (b) that the truth is so un- 
palatable, and the mind is so prejudiced 
against it, that we are unudUing to 
receive it. Many a man knows well 
enough what Paul means, and would re- 
ceive his doctrines without hesitation if 
the heart was not opposed to it; and in 
thia state of mind Paul is charged with 
obscurity, when the real difficulty lies 
only in the h^irt of him who makes the 
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in which are soioe things hard to be understood, which they 

complaint If this be the true inter- 
pretation of this passage^ then it should 
not be adduced to prove that Paul is 
an obscure writer, whatever may be 
true on that point. There are, undoubt- 
edly, obscure things in his writings, asu 
there are in all other ancient compo- 
sitions, but this passage should not be 
adduced to prove that he had QOt the 
faculty of making himself understood. 
An honest heart, a willingness to r^ 
ceive the truth, is one 'of the best quali- 
fications for understanding the writings 
of Paul, and when this exists, no one 
will fail to find truth that may be com- 
prehended, and that will be eminently 
adapted to ^anctify and save the soul. 
IT Are some things hard to be under- 
stood. Things pertaining to high and 
difficult subjects, and which are not 
easy to be comprehended. Peter does 
not call in question the truth of what 
Paul had written ; he does not intimate 
that he himself would differ from him. 
His language is rather that which a 
man would use who regarded the writ- 
ings to which he referred as true, and 
what he says here is an honourable 
testimony to the authority of Paul. It 
may be added, (1.) That Peter does 
\ not say that all the doctrines of the 
Bible, or even all the doctrines of Paul, 
are hard to be understood, or that no- 
thing is plain. (2.) He says nothing 
about withholding the Bible, or even 
the wjritings of Paul, from the mass of 
Christians, on the ground of the diffi- 
culty of understanding the Scriptures ; 
nor does he intimate that that was the 
design of the Author of the Bible. 
(3.) It is perfecUy manifest, firom this 
very passage, that the writings of Paul 
were in fact in the hands of the people, 
else how could they wrest and pervert 
them 1 (4.) Peter says nothing about 
an infallible interpreter of any kind, 
nor does he intimate that either be or 
his < successors' were authorized to in- 
86* 



terpret them for the church. (5.) With 
what propriety can the pretended suc- 
cessor of Peter — the pope — undertake 
to expound those difficult doctrines in 
the writings of Paul, when even Peter 
himself did not undertake it, and when 
he did not profess to be able to compre- 
hend them ? Is the pope more skilled ' 
in the knowledge of divine things th^n^. 
the apostle Peter ? Is he better quali- 
fied to interpret the sacred writings 
than an inspired apostle was? (6.) 
Those portions of the writings of fhul, 
for any thing that appears to the fion- 
trary, are just as <hard to be under- 
stood' now as they were before, the 
'infallible' church undertook to explain ' 
them. The world is little indebted to 
any claims of infallibility in explaining 
the meaning of the oracles of God. It 
remains yet to be seen that any p«rtitfh 
of the Bible has been made clearer by ' 
any mere authoritative explanation* 
And (7.) It should be added, that with- 
out any such exposition, the humble 
inquirer after truth may find enough 
in the Bible to guide his feet in the* 
paths of salvation. No one ever ap- 
proached the sacred Scriptures with a- 
teachable heart, who did not find them 
'title to make him wise unto Balva-. 
tion.' Comp. Notes on 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
IT Which they that are unlearned* The 
evil here adverted to is that which 
arises in cases where those without 
competent knowledge undertake to be- 
come expounders of the word (^ God. 
It is not said that it is not proper for 
them to attempt to become instructed 
by the aid of the sacred writings; but 
the danger is, thUt without proper views 
of interpretation, of language, and of an- 
cient customs, they might be in danger of 
perverting and abusing certain portions 
of .the writings of Paul. - Intelligence 
among the people is everywhere in the 
Bible presumed to be proper in under- 
standing the sacred Scriptures, and ig- 
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that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as thei/ do also the other 
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Scriptures, unto their own de- 
struction. 



norance m«j produce the same effects 
in interpieting the Bible which it will 
produce in interpreting other writings. 
Every good thing is liable to abuse; 
but the proper way to correct this evil, 
and to remove this danger, is not to feeep 
the people in ignorance, or to appoint 
some one to be an infallible interpreter; 
it is to remove the ignorance itself by 
enlightening the people, and rendering 
them better qualified to und^tand the 
sacred oracles. The way to remove 
error is not to perpetuate ignorance ; it 
is to enlighten the mind, so that it may 
be qualified to appreciate the truth. 
TT And unstable* Who have no set- 
tled principles and views. The evil 
here adverted to is that which arises 
where those undertake to interpret the 
Bible who have no established prin- 
ciples. They regard nothing as set- 
tled. They have no landmarks set up 
to guide their inquiries. They have 
no stability in their character, and of 
course nothing can be regarded as set- 
tied in their methods of interpreting the 
Bible. They are under the control of 
feeling and emotion, and are liable to 
embrace one opinion to-day, and an- 
other directly opposite, to-morrow.^ But 
the way to prevent this evil is not by 
attempting to give to a community an 
authoritative interpretation of the Bible ; 
it is to diffuse abroad just principles, 
that men may obtain from the Bible 
an intelligent view of what it means. 
IT Wrest. Pervert (effpej33i5wflfei/). The 
word here used occurs nowhere else in 
the New Testament. It is derived 
from a word meaning a windlass, winch, 
instrument of torture ((yf'p£|3x«7)» and 
means to roll or wind on a windlass ; 
then to wrench, or turn away, as by 
the force of a windlass ; and then to 
wrest or pervert It implies a turning 
out of the way by the application of 
fiNTce. Here the meaning is, that they 



apply those portions of the Bible to a 
purpose for which they were never in- 
tended. It is doubtless true that this 
may occur. Men may abuse and per- 
vert any thing that is good. But the 
way to prevent this is not to set up a 
pretended infallible interpreter. With 
all the perversities arising from igno- 
rance in the interpretation of the Bible ; 
in all the crude, and weak, and fanciful 
expositions which could be found among 
those who have interpreted the Scrip- 
tures for themselves — and they are 
many — ^if they were all collected toge- 
ther, there would not be found so many- 
adapted to corrupt and ruin the soul, 
as have come from the interpretations 
attempted to be palmed upon the world 
by the one church that claims to be 
the infallible expounder of the word 
of God. t As they do aho the other 
Scriptures. This is an unequivocal 
declaration of Peter that he regarded 
the writings of Paul as a part of the 
holy Scriptures, and of course that he 
considered him as inspired. The word 
* Scriptures,' as used by a Jew, had a 
technical signification •=— meaning the 
inspired writings, and was the common 
word which was applied to the sacred 
writings of the Old Testament As 
Peter uses this language, it implies 
that he regarded the writings of Paul 
as on a level with the Old Testament ; 
and as far as the testimony of one 
apostle can go to confirm the claim of 
another to inspiration, it proves that 
the writings of Paul are entitled to a 
place in the sacred canon. It should 
be remarked, also, that Peter evidently 
speaks here of the common estimate in 
which the writings of Paul were held. 
He addresses those to whom he wrote, 
not in such a way as to declare to them 
that the writings of Paul were to be 
regarded as a part of the inspired vo- 
lume^ but as if this were already known. 



A.D. 



17 Ye therefore, beloved, see- 
ing ye know the^se things before, 
beware lest ye also, being led 
away with the error of the wick'- 
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ed, fall from your own steadfast- 



and were an admitted point t ^^^ 
their own destruction. By embracing 
false doctrines. £}rror destroys the 
soal ; and it is very possible for a man 
so to read the Bible as only to confirm 
himself in error. He may find pas- 
sages which, by a perverted interpre- 
tation, shall seem to sustain^ his own 
views, and instead of embracing the 
truth, may live always under delusion, 
and perish at last. It is not to be in- 
ferred that every man who reads the 
Bible, or even every one who under- 
takes to be its public expounder, will 
certainly be saved. 

1 7. Seeing that ye know these things 
before. Being aware of this danger, 
and knowing that such results may 
fbllow. Men should read the .Bible 
with the feeling that it is possible 
that they may fall into error, and be 
deceived at last This apprehension 
will do much to make them diligent, 
and candid, and prayerful, iu study- 
ing the word of God. H With the 
error of the wicked. Wicked men. 
Such as he had referred to in ch. ii., 
who became public teachers of religion. 
t Faft from your own steadfastness. 
Your firm adherence to the truth. The 
particular danger here referred to is not 
that of falling from grace, or from true 
religion, but from the firm and settled 
principles of religious troth, into 
error. 

18. Bttt grow in grace. Comp. 
Gol. i. 10. Religion in general is often 
represented as grace, since every part 
of it is the result of grace, or of unme- 
rited £ivottr; and to * grow in grace' is 
to increase in that which constitutes 
true religion. Religion is as suscepti- 
ble of cultiTation and of growth as any 



18 But grow ' in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord 
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other virtue of the soul. It is feeble in 
its beginnings, like the grain of mus- 
tard seed, or like the germ or blade of 
the plant, and it increases as it is culti- 
vated. There is no piety in the world 
which is not the result of cultivation, 
and which cannot be measured by the 
degree of care and attention bestowed 
upon it. No one becomes emmently 
pious, any more than one becomes 
eminently learned or rich, who does 
not intend to; and ordinarily men in 
religion are what they design to be. 
They have about as much religion 
as they wish, and possess about the 
character which they intend to possess. 
When men reach extraordinary eleva- 
tions in religion, Uke Baxter, Payson, 
and Edwards, they have gained only 
what they meant to gain ; and the gay 
and worldly professors of religion, who 
have little comfort and peace, have in 
fact the characters which they designed 
to have. If these things are so, then 
we may see the propriety of the in- 
junction <to grow in grace;' and then 
too we may see the reason why so fee- 
ble attainments are made in piety by 
thft great mass of those who profess 
religion. IT And in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
See Notes on John xvii. 3. Comp. 
Notes on Col. i. 10. To know the 
Lord Jesus Christ; to possess just 
views of his person, character, and 
work, is the sum and essence of the 
Christian religion; and with this in- 
junction, therefore, the apostle appro- 
priately closes this epistle. He who 
has a saving knowledge of Christ, has 
in fact all that is essential to his wel- 
fare in the life that is, and in that 
which is to come ; he who has not this 
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and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 



a2Ti.4.18. 



knowledge, though he may be distin- 
gaiabed in the ieuming of the echoola, 
and may be profoundly skilled in the 
sciences, has in reality no knowledge 
that will avail him in the great matters 
pertaining to his eternal welfare. IT To 
: Mm be glory , dtc Gomp. Notes, Rom. 
ivi. 27. 2 Tim. iv. 18. With the de- 
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him ^ be glory, bodi now and for 
ever. Amen. 



sire that* honour and gloiy should be 
rendered to the Redeemer, all the aspi- 
rations of true Christians appropriately 
close. There is no wish more deeply 
cherished in their hearts than this ; 
there is nothing that will enter mora 
into their worship in heaven. Comp 
Rev.i. 5,«; v. 12, 13. 
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^\, The AuthmticHy of the Episik. ,,' ^ ^ 

LiTT£B need be said respecting the authenticity of this epistle, or the evi<i, 
dence that it was written by the apostle John. There are, in general, two 
soarces of evidence in regard to ancient writings : the external evidence, or that « 
which may be derived from the testimony of other writers; and the evidenee' , 
which may be derived from some marks of the authorship in the writing its$lf> 
which is called the internal Evidence. Both of these are remarli^lj dwiiv 
regard to this epistle. 

1. The external evidence. ^1.) It is quoted or referred to by the early Gkna* ^ 
tian writers as the undoubted production of the apostle John. It is feferre<I to 
by Polycarp in the beginning of the second century ; it is quot^ by.P^pias,* 
and also by Irensus. Origen says, <« John, beside the gospel and Revelation* 4 
has left us an epistle of a few lines. Grant also a second, and 1^ third> for aU 
do not allow these to be genuine." See Lardner vi. 275, au^ Ldcke, Einl^i. i. . 
Dionysius of Alexandria admitted the genuineness of Joh^V first epistl^j SQ 
also did Cyprian. All the three epistles were received by AthanasiufL by Uyjil 
of Jerusalem, and by Epiphanius. Eusebius says, « Beside his eo&pei, hi^ first . 
epistle is universally acknowledged by those of the present time, and by the an- 
cients ; but the other two are contradicted." (2.) It is found in the old Striae 
version, probably made in the first century, though the second and third epistles 
are not there. (3.) The genuineness of the first epistle was never extensively- 
called in question, and it was never reckoned among the doubtful or disputed '. 
epistles. (4.) It was rejected or doubted only by those who rejected his gospel, ; 
and for the same reasons. Some small sects of those who were called * heretics' 
rejected tUl of the writings of John, because they conflicted with their pecoTiar 
views; but this was confined to a small number of persons, and neve^ aiSected 
the general belief of the church. See Lucke, Elnlei. 9, seq. 

2. There is strong internal evidence that the same person wrote this epistle, 
who was the author of the gospel which bears the same name. The reseat 
blance in the mode of expression, and in the topics referred to, are numeroue, 
and at the same time are not such as would be made by one who was attempU 
ing to imitate the language of another. The allusions of this kind, moreover, 
are to what is peculiar in the gospel of John, and not to what is common to 
that gospel and the other three. There is nothiug in the epistle which would 
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particularly remind as of the gospel of Matthew, or Mark, or Luke ; bat it im 
impossible to read it and not be reminded constantly of the gospel by John. 
Among those passages and expressions the following may be referred to : 

XFISTLX. GOSPEL. 

Chapter i. 1 compared with Chapter i. 1, 4, 14. 

ii. 6 xiv. 23. 

iL 6 XV. 4. 

ii. 8 ; iii. 11 xiii. 34. 

ii. 8, 10 i. 5, 9 ; xL 10. 

ii. 13, 14 : xvii. 3. 

iii. 1 i. 12. 

iii. 2 xvii. 24. 

iii. 8 viii. 44. 

iii. 13 XV. 20. 

iv. 9 iii. 16. 

iv. 12 L 18. 

V. 13 XX. 31. 

V. 14 xiv. 14. 

V. 20 xviL 2. 

This language in the epistle, as will be easily seen by a comparison, is such 
as the real author of the gospel by John would be likely to use if he wrote 
an epistle. The passages referred to are in his style ; they show that the mind 
of the author of both was turned to the same points, and those not such points 
as might be found in all writers, but such as indicated a peculiar mode of 
thinking. They are not such expressions as Matthew, or Mark, or Luke, or 
Paul, would have used in an epistle, but just such as we should expect from the 
writer of the gospel of John. It must be clear to any one that either the au- 
thor of the gospel was also the author of this epistle, or that the author of the 
epistle meant to imitate the author of the gospel, and to leave the impression 
that the apostle John was the author. But there are several things which make 
it clear that this is not a forgery, (a) The passages where the resemblance is 
found are not exact quotations, and are not such as a man would make if he 
designed to imitate another. They are rather such as the same man would use 
if he were writing twice on the same subject, and should express himself the 
second time without intending to copy what he had said the first (6) If it had 
been an intentional fraud or forgery, there would have been some allusion to 
the name or authority of the author ; or, in other words, the author of the epistle 
would have endeavoured to Sustain himself by some distinct reference to the 
apeetle, or to his authority, or to his well-known characteristics as a teller of 
truth. See John xix. 35; xxi. 24. Comp. 3 John 12. But nothing of the 
kind occurs in this epistle. - It is written without disclosing the name of the 
author, or the place where he lived, or the persons to whom it was addressed, 
and with no allusions to the gospel, except such as show that the author thought 
in the same manner, aiid had the same things in his eye, and was intent on the 
satne object. It is, throughout, the style and manner of one who felt that his 
method of expressing himself was so well understood that he did not need even 
to mention his own name ; as if, without any thing further, it would be apparent 
from the very epistle itself who had written it, and what right he had to speak. 
But this would be a device too refined for forgery. It bears all the marks of 
sincerity and truths 
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§ 2. The time and place of writing the Epistle, 
Almost nothing is known of the time and place of writing the epistle, and 
nearly all that is said on this point is mere conjectare. Some recent critics 
have supposed that it was in fact a part of the gospel, though in some way it 
afterwards became detached from it ; others that it was sent oa an epistle at the 
same time with the gospel, and to the same persons. Some have supposed that 
it was written before the destruction of Jerusalem, and some long after, when 
John was very aged, and these last suppose that they find evidences of 
the very advanced age of the author in the epistle itself, in such characteristics 
as commonly mark the conversation and writings of an old man. An examina- 
tion of these opinions may be found in Lucke, Einlei. Kap. 2 ; and in Hug, 
Intro, p. 456, seq., p. 732, seq. 

There are very few marks of time in the epistle, and none that can deter- 
mine the time of writing it with ^ny degree of certainty. Nor is it of much 
importance that we should he able to determine it The truths which it con- 
tains, are in the main as applicable to one age as to another, though it cannot 
be denied (see § 3) that the author had some prevailing forms of error in his eye. 
The only marks of time in the epistle by which we can form any conjecture as 
to the period when it was written are the following: (1.) It was in what the 
author calls the last time {i6X9^fi wpa)* ch. ii. 18. From this expression it might 
perhaps be inferred by some that it was just before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
or that the writer supposed that the end of the world was near. But nothing 
can be certainly determined from this expression in regard to the exact period 
when the epistle was written. This phrase, as used in the Scriptures, denotes 
no more than the last dispensation or economy of things, the dispensation 
under which the affairs of the world would be wound up, though that period 
might be in fact much longer than any one that had preceded it. See Notes on 
Isa. ii. 2. Acts ii. 17. Heb. i. 2. The object of the writer of this epistle, in the 
passage referred to (ch. ii. 18), is merely to show that the closing dispensation 
of the world had actually come ; that is, that there were certain things which 
it was known would mark that dispensation, which actually existed then, and 
by which it could be known that they were living under the last, or closing 
period of the world. (2.) It is quite evident that the epistle was composed 
after the gospel by John was published. Of this no one can have any doubt 
who will compare the two together, or even the parallel passages referred to 
above, § 1. The gospel is manifestly the original ; and it was evidently pre- 
sumed by the writer of the epistle that the gospel was in the hands of those to 
whom he wrote. The statements there made are much more full ; the circum- 
stances in which many of the peculiar doctrines adverted to were first advaneed 
are detailed ; and the writer of the epistle clearly supposed that all that was ne- 
cessary in order to an understanding of these doctrines was to state them in the 
briefest manner, and almost by mere allusion. On this point Liicke well re- 
marks, < the more brief and condensed expression of the same sentiment by the 
same author, especially in regard to peculiarities of idea and fanguage, is always 
the later one ; the more extended statement, the unfolding of the idea, is an 
evidence of an earlier composition.' Einlei. p. 21. Yet while this is clear, it 
determines little or nothing about the time when the epistle was written, for it 
is a matter of great uncertainty when the gospel itself was composed.. Wetstein 
supposes that it was soon after the ascension of the Saviour ; Dr. I^ardner that 
it was about the year 68 ; and Mill and Le Clerc that it was about the year 97> 
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In this uncertainty, therefore, nothing can be delermined abiolately from this 
circumitance in regard to the time of writing the epistle. (3.) The only other 
note of time on which any reliance has been placed is the supposed fact that 
there were indications in the epistle itself of the great age of the author, or 
evidences that he was an old man, and that consequently it was written near 
the close of the life of John. There is some evidence in the spistle that it was 
written when the author was an old man, though none that he was in his dotage, 
as Eichhorn and some others have maintained. The evidence that he was even 
an old man is not positive, but there is a certain air and manner in the epistle, 
in its repetitions, and its want of exact order, and especially in the style in 
which he addresses those to whom he wrote, as littk children — tBxUa, — (ch. ii. 
1, 12, 28; iii. 7, 18 ; iv. 4; v. 21) which would seem to be appropriate only 
to an aged man. Comp. Lucke Einlei. pp. 23, 24, and Prof. Stuart in Hug's 
Intro, pp. 732, 733. 

As little is known about the place where the epistle was written as about the 
time. There are no local references in it ; no allusions to persons or opinions 
which can help us to determine where it was written. As John spent the latter 
part of his life, however, in Ephesus and its vicinity, there is no impropriety in 
supposing that it was written there. Nothing, in the interpretation of the epistle, 
depends on our being able to ascertain the place of its composition. Hug sup- 

' poses that it was written in Patmos, and was sent as a letter accompanying 
his gospel, to the church at Ephesus. Intro. § 69. Lucke supposes that it was 
a circular epistle addressed to the churches in Asia Minor, and sent from Ephe- 
sus. Einlei. p. 27. 

To whom the epistle was written is also unknown. It bears no inscription, 
as many of the other epistles of the New Testament do, and as even the second 
and third of John do, and there is no reference to any particular class of per- 
sons by which it can be determined for whom it was designed. Nor is it known 
why the name of the author was not attached to it, or why the persons for 
whom it was designed were not designated. All that can be determined on this 
subject from the epistle itself is the following : (1.) It seems to have been ad- 
dressed to no particular church, but rather to have been of a circular character, 
designed for the churches in a region of country where certain dangerous opinions 
prevailed. (2.) The author presumed that it would be known who wrote it, 
either by the style, or by the sentiments, or by its resemblance to his other writ- 
ings, or by the messenger who bore it, so that it was unnecessary to affix his 
name to it. (3.) It appears to have been so composed as to be adapted to any 

.people where those errors prevailed ; and hence it was thought better to give it 
a general direction, that all might feel themselves to be addressed, than to desig- 
nate any particular place or church. There is, indeed, an ancient tradition that 
it was written to the Parthiana, Since the time of Augustine this has been the 
uniform opinion in the Latin church. Venerable Bede remarks that < many of 
the ecclesiastical writers, among whom is St. Athanasius, testify that the first 
epistle of John was written to the Parthians.' Various conjectures have been 
made as to the origin of this opinion, and of the title which the epistle bears in 
many of the Latin MSS. (ad Parthos)^ but none of them are satisfoctory. No 
such title is found in the epistle itself, nor is there any intimation in it to whom 
it was directed. Those who are disposed to examine the conjectures which 
have been made in regard to the origin of the title may consult Liicke, Enlei. 
p. 28, 'seq. No reason can be assigned why it should have been sent to the 
Parthians, nor is there any sufficient evidence to suppose that it was. 
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§ t. !Z%c object of the Epistle. \ 

It U evident from the epi84e itself that there were some^prevailing errora 
among those to v^kom it wae written, and that one design of the writer was to 
counteract thodto errors. Yet very various opinions have been entertained in 
regard to the nature of the errors that were opposed, and the persons whom the 
writer had in his eye. Loeffler supposes that Jews and Judaizers are the per- 
sons opposed ; Semler, Tittman, Knapp, and Lange suppose that they were 
Judaizing Christians, and especially Ebtonites, or apostate Christians ; Mi- 
chaelis, Kleuker, Paulus, and others, suppose that the Gnostics are referred to ; 
others, as Schmidt, Lucke, Yitringa, Bertholdt, Prof. Stuart, suppose that the 
Docetse was the sect that was principally opposed. 

It is impossible now to determine with accuracy to whom particularly the 
writer referred, nor could it be well done without a more accurate knowledge 
than, we now have of the peculiarities of the errors which prevailed in the time 
of the author, and among the people to whom he wrote. All that we can learn 
on the subject that is certain, is to be derived from the epistle itself, and there 
the intimations are few, but they are so clear that we may obtain some know- 
ledge to guide Us. 

1. The persons referred to had been professing Christians, and were nov^ 
apostates from the faith. This is clear from ch. ii. 19. "They went out from 
us, but they were not of us," &c. They had been members of the church, but 
they had now become teachers of error. 

2. They were probably of the sect of the Docetae; or if that sect had not 
then formally sprung up, and was not organized, they held the opinions which 
they afterwards embraced. This sect was a branch of the great Gnostic fa- 
mily, and the peculiarity of the opinion which they held was that Christ wai 
only in appearance and seemingly, but not in reality, a man ; that though he 
seemed to converse, to eat, to sufTer, and to die, yet this was merely an appear- 
ance assumed by the Son of God for important purposes in regard to man. 
He had, according to this view, no real humanity , but though the Son of God 
had actually appeared in the world, yet all this was only an assumed form for 
the purpose of a manifestation to men. The opinions of the Doceies are thus 
represented by Gibbon : " They denied the truth and authenticity of the gos- 
pels, as far as they relate the conception of Mary, the birth of Christ, and the 
thirty years which preceded the first exercise of his ministry. He first ap- 
|>eared on the banks of the Jordan in the form of perfect manhood ; but it Was 
a form only, and not a substance ; a human figure created by the hand of Om- 
nipotence to imitate the faculties and actions of a man, and to impose a per- 
petual illusion on the senses of hb friends and enemies. Articulate^ sounds • 
vibrated on the ears of his disciples ; but the image which was impressed on 
their optic nerve, eluded the more stubborn evidence of the touch, and they 

' enjoyed the spiritual, but not the corporeal presence of the Son of God. The 
rage of the Jews was idly wasted against an impassive phantom, and: the mys- 
tic scenes of the passion and death, the resurrection and ascension of Christ, 
were represented on the theatre of Jerusalem for the benefit of mankind." 
Die. L. Fail, vol. iii. p. 246, Ed. N. York, 1829. Comp. vol. i. 440. 

That these views began to prevail in the latter part of the first century, there 

can be no reason to doubt, and there can be as little doubt that the author of 

this epistle had this doctrine in his eye, and that he deemed it to be of special 

importance in this epistle, as he had done in his gospel, to show that the Spn 
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of God had actuaUy come in thefle$hf that he wafl truly and properly a man ; 
that he lived and died in reality, and not in appearance only. Hence the allu- 
•ion to these viewft in such passages as the following : *< That which was from 
the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled^ of the Word of life— that 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you." eh. i. 1, 3. <« Many- 
false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know we the spirit of God. 
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God ; 
and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not 
pf God ; and this is that spirit of Antichrist whereof ye have heard that it 
should come." ch. iv. 1—3. Comp. vs. 9, 14, 15; v. 1. 6, 10, 11, 12. John 
had written his gospel to show that Jesus was the Christ (ch. xx. 31) ; he had 
furnished ample proof that he was divine, or was equal with the Father (ch. i. 
1 — 14), and also that he was truly a man (ch. xv. 25 — 28) ; but still it seemed 
proper to furnish a more unequivocal statement that he had actually appeared 
in the flesh, not in appearance only but in reality, and this purpose evidently 
was a leading design of this epistle. 

The main scope of the epistle, the author has himself stated in ch. v. 13. 
" These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God ; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on 
the name of the Son of God ;" that is, that you may have just views of him, 
and exercise an intelligent faith. ' 

In connection with this general design, and keeping in view the errors to 
which they to whom the epistle was written were exposed, there are two lead- 
ing trains of thought, though often intermingled, in the epistle, (ct) The au- 
thor treats of the doctrine that Jesus is the Christ, and (b) the importance of 
love as an evidence of being united to him, or of being true Christians. Both 
these things are characteristic of John ; they agree with the design for which 
he wrote his gospel, and they were in accordance with his peculiarity of mind 
Bs < the beloved disciple,' the disciple whose heart was full of Ibve, and who made 
religion consist much in that 

The main characteristics of this epistle are these ; (!•) It is full of love. The 
writer dwells on it ; places it in a variety of attitudes ; enforces the duty of 
loving one another by a great variety of considerations, and shows that it is 
fifsential to the very nature of religion. (2.) The epistle abounds with state- 
ments on the evidences of piety, or the characteristics of true religion. The 
author seems to have felt that those to whom he wrote were in danger of em- 
bracing false notions of religion, and of being seduced by the abettors of error. 
He is therefore careful to lay down the characteristics of real piety, and to show 
in what it essentially consists. A large part of the epistle is occupied with 
this, and there is perhaps no portion of the New Testament which one could 
study to more advantage who is desirous of ascertaining whether he himself is 
a true Christian. An anxious inquirer, a man who -wishes to know what true 
religion is, could be directed to no portion of the New Testament where he 
would more readily find the Instruction that he needs, than to this portion of 
the writings of the aged and experienced disciple whom Jesus loved. A true 
Christian can find nowhere else a more clear statement of the nature of his re« 
ligion, and of the evidences of real piety than in this epistle. 
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CHAPTER I. 

▲iriLTSIS OF THS CHAPTER. 

T>ii8 abort chapter embraces the fol- 
lowing subjects : I. A strong affirma- 
tion that the Son of God, or the * Life' 
had appeared in the flesh, vs. 1 — 3. 
The evidence of this, the writer says, 
was that he had seen him, heard him, 
handled him ^ that is, he had had all 
the evidence which coald be furnished 
by the senses. His declaration on this 
point he repeats, by potting the state- 
ment into a variety of forms, for he 
seems to regard it as essential to true 
religion. 11. H^ says that he wrote to 
them, in order that they might have 
fellowship with him in the belief of 
this truth, and might partake of the 
joy which flows (rom the doctrine that 
the Son of God has actually come in 
the flesh, vs. 3, 4. IIL He states that 
the sum and substance of the whole 
message whiph he had to bring to them 
was, that God is light, and that if we 
profess to have fellowship with him we 
must walk in the light, vs. 6 — 10. (a) 
Jn God is no darkness, no impurity,, no 
sin. ver. 5. - (6) If we are in darkness, 
if we are ignorant and sinful, it proves 
that we cannot have any fellowship 
with him.» ver. 6. (c) If we walk in 
tha light as he is in the light ; if we 
partake of his character and spirit, then 



heard, which we have s^en * with 
our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have " 
handled, of the Word of life ; 

b 2 Pe. 1. 16. c Lu. 24, 39. 



we shall have fellowship one with an 
other, and we may believe that the 
blood of Christ will cleanse us from alt 
sin. ver. 7. (d) Yet we are to guard 
ourselves from one point of danger, we 
are not to allow ourselves to feel that 
we have no sin. We are to bear with 
us the constant recollection that we are - 
sinners, and are to permit that fact to 
produce its proper impression on our 
minds, vs. 8, 10. (e) Yet, wet are not 
to be desponding tbough we do feel 
this, but are to remember, that if we 
will truly confess our sins he will be < 
found faithful to his promises, and jtnt 
to the general arrangements of gra<se,' 
by which our sins may be forgiveiw. 
ver. 9. 

- 1. T%at which was from the begm^ 
ning. There can be no doubt that the . 
reference here is to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, or the * Word' that was made 
flesh. See Notes on John i. 1. This 
is such language as John would use 
respecting him, and indeed the phrase 
*the beginning,' as applicable to the 
Lord Jesus, is peculiar to John in the 
writings of the New Testament, and 
the ' language here may be regarded as 
one proof that this epistle was written 
by him, for it ia just such an expres* 
sion as he would u«e, but not such ad 
one would be likely to adopt who shouki 
attempt to palm off his own writings 
(316) 
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as those of John. One y/fho ahould 
have attempted that would have been 
likely to introduce the name John 
in the beginning of the epistle, or in 
some way to have claimed bis authority. 
The apostle, in speaking of * that which 
was from the beginning/ uses a word 
in the neuter gender instead of the 
masculine (o). It is not to be supposed, 
I think, that he meant to apply this 
term direetly to the Son of God, for if 
he had he would have used the mascu- 
line pronoun ; but though he had the 
Son of God in view, and meant to make 
a strong affirmation respecting him, yet 
the particular thing here referred to was 
tvhatever there was respecting that in- 
carnate Saviour that furnished testi- 
mony to any of the senses, or that per- 
tained to his character and doctrine, he 
had borne witness to. He was looking 
rather at the evidence that he was in- 
carnate ; the proofs that he was maniT 
fested ; «nd he says that those proofs 
had been subjected to the trial of the 
senses, and he had borne witness to 
them, and now did it again. This is 
what is referred to, it seems to me, by 
the phrase <that which' (o). The 
sense may be this: * Whatever there 
was respecting the Word of life, or 
him who is the living Word, the incar- 
nate Son of God, from the very begin- 
ning, from the time when be was first 
manifested in the flesh ; whatever there 
was respecting his exalted nature, his 
dignity, his character, that could be 
subjected to the testimony of the senses, 
to be the object of sight, or hearing, or 
touch, that I was permitted to see, and 
that I declare to you respecting him.' 
John claims to be a competent witness 
in reference to every thing which oc- 
curred as a manifestation of what the 
Son of God was. If this be the correct 
interpretation, then the phrase ^from 
the begin ning* (d^* op;^;) does not here 
refer to his eternity, or his being- m the 
beginning of all things, as the phrase 
*in the beginning* (h apx^) does in 
John i. 1 ; but rather means from the 



very commencement of his manifesto-' 
tion as the Son of God, the very first 
indications on earth of what he was as 
the Messiah. When the vmter says, 
(ver. 3) that he * declares' this to them, 
it seems to me that he has not reference 
merely to what he would say in this 
epistle, for he does not go extensively 
into it here, but that he supposes that 
they had his gospel in their possession, 
and that he also means to refer to that, 
or presumes that they were familiar 
with the testimony which he had borne 
in that gospel respecting the evidence 
that the «< Word became flesh." Many 
have indeed supposed that this epistle 
accompanied the gospel when it was 
published, and was either a part of it 
that became subsequently detached from 
it, or was a letter that accompanied it. 
See Hug, Intro. P. II. § 68. There 
is, it seems to me, no certain evidence 
of that; but no one can doubt that 
he supposed that those to whom he 
wrote had access to that gospel, and 
that he refers here to the testimony 
which he had borne in t^at respecting 
the incarnate Word. IT Which we have 
heard, John was with the Saviour 
through the whole of his ministry, and 
he has recorded more that the Saviour 
said than either of the other Evange- 
lists. It is on what he said of him- 
self that he grounds much of the evi- 
dence that he was the Son of God. 
IT Which we have seen with our eyes. 
That is, pertaining to his person, and 
to what he did. «I have seen him/ 
seen what he was as a man ; how iie 
appeared on earth; and I have seen 
whatever there was in his works to in- 
dicate his character and origin.' John 
professes here to have seen enough in 
this respect as to furnish evidence that 
he was the Son of God. It is not 
hearsay on which he relies, but he had 
the testimony of his own eyes in the 
case. Comp. Notes on 2 Pet. i. 16. 
IT Which we have looked upon. The 
word here used seems designed to be 
more emphatic or intensive than the 
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2 (For the Life was manifest- ed, and we have seen it, and 



one before occurring. He had j ust said 
that he bad < seen him with his eyes/ 
but he evidently designs to include an 
idea in this word which would imply 
something more than mere beholding 
or seeing. The additional idea which 
is couched in this word seems to be 
that of desire or pleasure ; that is, that 
he had looked on him with desire, or 
satisfaction, or with the pleasure with 
which one beholds a beloved object 
Comp. Matt. xi. 7. Luke vii. 24. John 
i. 14 ; X. 45. See 'Roh, Lex, There was 
an intense and earnest gaze, as when we 
behold one whom we have desired to see, 
or when one goes out purposely to look 
on an object The evidences of the in- 
carnation of the Son of God had been 
subjected to such an intense and earnest 
gaze. ^ And our hands have handled. 
That, is, the evidence that^he was a 
man was subjected to the sense of 
ioucL It was not merely that he had 
been seen by the eye, for then it might 
be pretended that this was a mere ap- 
pearance assumed without reality ; or 
that what occurred might have been a 
mere optical illusion ; but the evidence 
that he appeared in the flesh was sub- 
jected to more senses than one ; to the 
fact that his voice was heard ; that he 
was seen with the eyes ; that the most 
intense scrutiny had been employed; 
and, lastly, that he had been actually 
touched and handled, showing that it 
could not have been a mere appear- 
ance, an assumed form, but that it was 
a reality. This kind of proof that the 
Son of God had appeared in the flesh, 
or that ho was truly and properly a 
man, is repeatedly referred to in the 
New Testament Luke xxiv. 39. "Be- 
hold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself: handle me and see; for a 
spirit hath, not flesh and bones as ye 
see me have." Comp. John xz. 25 — 
27. There is evident allusion here to 
the opinion which early prevailed, 
27* 



which was held by the Docetes, that 
the Son of God did not truly and really 
become a man, but that there was only 
an appearance assumed, or that he 
seemed to be a man. See the Intro., § 3. 
It was, evidently, with reference to this 
opinion which began early to prevail, 
that the apostle dwells on this point, and 
repeats the idea so much, and shows 
by a reference to all the senses which 
could take any cognizance in the ,case, 
that he was truly and properly a man. 
The amount of it is, that we have the 
same evidence that he was properly a 
man which we can have in the case of 
any other human being; the evidence on 
which we constantly act, and in which 
we cannot believe that our senses deceive 
us. ^OfthcWordofUfe. Respecting, 
or pertaining to, the Word of life. « That 
is, ~ whatever there was pertaining to 
the Word of life, which was manifested 
from the beginning in his speech and 
actions, of which the senses could take 
cognizance, and which would furnish 
the evidence that he was truly incar- 
nate, that we have declared unto you.' 
The phrase * the Word of life,' means 
the Word in which life resided, or 
which was the source and fountain of 
life. See Notes on John i. I, 3. The 
reference is undoubtedly to the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

2. For the Life was manifested. 
Was made manifest or visible unto us. 
He who was the Life was made known 
to men by the incarnation. He ap- 
peared among men so that they could 
see him and hear him. Though ori« 
ginally with God, and dwelling with 
him (John i. 1, 2), yet he came forth 
and appeared among men. Comp. 
Notes on Rom. i. 3. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
He is the great source of all life, and 
he appeared on the earth, and we had 
an opportunity of seeing and knowing 
what he was. Y And we have seen it. 
This repetition, or turning over the 
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bear witness, and show unto you 

that eternal Life, " which was 
with the Father, and was mani- 
fested unto us;) 



tbought, is desigDed to express the idea 
with emphasis, and is much in the 
manner of John. See John i. 1 — 3. 
He is particularly desirous of impress- 
ing on them the thought that he had 
beep a personal tvitneu of what the 
Saviour was, having had eveiy oppor- 
tunity of knowing it from long and &- 
miliar intercourse with him. IT And 
bear unineas* We testify ip regard 
to it John was satisfied that his own 
character was known to be such that 
credit would be given to what he said. 
He felt that he was known to be a man 
of truth) and hence be never doubts 
that faith would be put in all his state- 
ments. See John xix. 35; xxi. 24. 
Rev. i. 2, 3. John 12. 1 And show 
unto you thai eternal Idfe. That is, 
we declare unto you what that Life 
was — what was the nature and rank 
of him who was the Life, and how be 
appeared when on earth. He here at- 
tributes etemiiy to the Son of God — 
implying that he had always been with 
the Father, t 'Which was with the 
Father. Always before the manifesta- 
Uon on the earth. See John i. 1 : 
"The word was with God." This 
passage demonstrates the pre-existence 
oi the Son of God, and proves that he 
was eternal. Before he was manifested 
on earth he had an existence to which 
the word Life could be applied, and 
that was eternal He is Uie Author 
of eternal life to us. V And was ma- 
nifested unto us. In the flesh ; as a 
man. He who was the Life appeared 
unto men. The idea of John evidently 
is, (1.) That the being here referred to 
was for ever with God ; (2.) That it 
was proper before the incarnation that 
the word Life should be given to him 
as descriptive of his nature ; (3.) That 
there was a manifestation of him who 
was thus called JJfe, on earth; that 



3 That which we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship 
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he appeared among men ; that he had 
a real existence here, and not a merely 
assumed appearance ; and (4.) That 
the true characteristics of this incarnate 
being could be borne testimony to by 
those who had seen him, and who had 
been long with him. This second verse 
should be regarded as a parenthesis. 

3. Thiat which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you. We an^ 
nounce it, or make it known unto you 
— referring either to what he purposes 
to say in this epistle, or more probably- 
embracing all that he had written re- 
specting him, and supposing that his 
gospel was in their hands. He meana 
to call their attention to all the testis 
mony which he had borne on the sub- 
ject, in order to counteract the errors 
which began to prevail. 1 That ye 
may have fellowship with us. With 
us the apostles ; with us who actually 
saw him, and conversed with him. 
That is, he wished that they might have 
the same belief, and the same hope, 
and the same joy which he himself had, 
arising from the fact the Son of God 
had become incarnate, and had appeared 
among men. To 'have fellowship,* 
means to have any thing in common 
with others ; to partake of it ; to share 
it with them (see Notes on Acts ii. 42) ; 
and the idea here is, that the apostle 
wished that they might share with him 
all the peace and happiness which re- 
sulted from the fact that the Son of 
God had appeared in human form in 
behalf of men. The obfect of the 
apostle in what he wrote was, that they 
might have the same views of the Sa- 
viour which he had, and partake of the 
same hope and joy. This is the true 
notion of fellowship in religion. IT And 
truly our fellowship is with the Father. 
With God the Father. That is, there 
was somethmg in common with him 
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with us: and truly our fellow- 
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and God ; something of which he and 
God partook together, or which they 
shared. This cannot, of course, mean 
that his nature was the same as that 
•f God, or that in ali things he shared 
with God, or that in any thing he was 
equal with God ; but it means that be 
partook, in some respects, of the feel- 
ings, the views, the aims, the joys 
which God has. There was a union 
in feeling, and afiection, and desire, 
and plan, and this was to him a source 
of joy. He had an attachment to 
the same things, loved the same truth, 
desired the same objects, and was en- 
gaged in the same work ; and the con- 
sciousness of this, and the joy which 
attended it, was what was meant by 
fellowship, Comp. Notes on 1 Cor. 
X. 16. 2 Cor. xii. 14. The fellow- 
ship which Christians have with God 
relates to the following points: (1.) 
Attachment to the same truths, and 
the same objects; love for the same 
principles, and the same beings. (2.) 
The same kind of happiness, though 
not in the same degree. The happi- 
ness of God is found in holiness, truth, 
purity, justice, mercy, benevolence. 
The happiness of the Christian is of 
the same kind that God has ; the same 
kind that angels have ; the same kind 
that he will himself have in heaven — 
for the joy of heaven is only that which 
the Christian has now, expanded to the 
utmost capacity of the soul, and freed 
from all that now interferes with it, 
and prolonged to eternity. (8.) Em- 
ployment, or co-operation with God. 
There is a sphere in which God works 
alone, and in which we can have no 
co-operation, no fellowship with him. 
In the work of creation ; in upholding 
all things; in the government of the 
universe ; in the transmission of light 
from world to world ; in the return of the 
seasons, the rising and setting of the sun, 
the storms, the tides, the flight of the co- 
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ship " is with the Father, and 
with his son Jesus Christ. 



met, we can have no joint agency, no co- 
operation with him. There God works 
alone. But there is also a large sphere 
in which he admits us graciously to a 
co-operation with him, and in which, 
unless we work, his agency will not 
be put forth. This is seen when the 
farmer sows his grain ; when the sur- 
geon binds up a wound ; when we take 
the medicine which God has appointed 
as a means of restoration to health. So 
in the moral world. In our efforts to 
save our own souls and the souls of 
others, God graciously works with us, 
and unless we work, the object is not 
accomplished. This co-operation is 
referred to in such passages as these : 

< We are labourers together ((tvvs^yol) 
with God.' 1 Cor. iii, 9. « The Lord 
working with them, Mark xvi. 20. 

< We then are workers together with 
him.* 2 Cor. vi. 1. < That we might 
be fellow-helpers to the truth.' 3 John 
8. In all such cases, while the effi' 
ciency is of God — alike in exciting us 
to effort, and in crowning the effort 
with success — it is still true that if our 
efforts were not put forth, the work 
would not be done. In this department 
God would not work by himself alone ; 
he would not secure tbe result by mi- 
racle. (4.) We have fellowship with 
God by direct communion with him, 
in prayer, in meditation, and in the 
ordinances of religion. Of this all true 
Christians are sensible, and this consti- 
tutes no small part of their peculiar 
joy. The nature of this, and the hap- 
piness resulting from it, is much of the 
same nature as the communion of friend 
with friend — of one mind with another 
kindred mind — that to which we owe 
no small part of our happiness in this 
world. (6.) The Christian will have 
fellowship with his God and Saviour 
in the triumphs of the latter day, when 
the scenes of the judgment shall occur, 
and when the Redeemer shall appear, 
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4 And these things write we 
Qttto you, that * our joy may be 
fuU. 
' ' 5 This then is the message 

a Jno. 15. 11. 



that he may be admired and adored by 
assembled worlds. Gomp. Notes on 2 
Thess. i. 10. See also Matt. xiz. 28. 
Rev. iii. 21. ^ And with his Son Je- 
axia Christ. That is, in like manner 
there is much which we have in com- 
mon with the Savioar — ^in character; 
in feeling, in desire, in spirit, in plan. 
There is a union with him in these 
things, and the consciousness of this 
g^ves peace and joy. 

4. And these things write we unto 
you. These things respecting him 
who was manifested in the flesh, and 
respecting the results which flow from 
that IT That our joy may be full. 
This is almost the same language 
which the Saviour used when address- 
ing his disciples as he .was about to 
leave them (John xv. 11), and there 
can be little doubt that John had that 
declaration in remembrance when he 
uttered this remark. See Notes on 
that passage. The sense here is, that 
full and clear views of the Lord Jesus, 
and the fellowship with him and with 
each other which would follow from 
that, would be a source of happiness. 
Their joy would be complete if they 
had that ; for their real happiness was 
to be found in their Saviour. The 
best editions of the Greek Testament 
now, instead of the common reading 
< our joy,' read « your joy.' 

5. This then is the message which 
tbe have heard of him. This is the 
substance of the announcement (^;tay- 
y£Xui) which we have received of him, 
or which he made to us. The message 
here refers to what he communicated 
as the sum of the revelation which he 
made to man. The phrase * of him' 
(oa€ acfov) does not mean respecting 
him^ or about him, but /rom him / that 
is, this is what we received from his 



which we have heard of him, 
and declare unto you, that God 
is light, ^ and in him is no dark- 
ness at all. 

» Jno. 1.4,9. lTi.6. 16. 



preaching ; from all that he said. The 
peculiarity, the substance of all that lie 
said, may be summed up in the decla- 
ration that God is light, and in the 
consequences which follow from this 
doctrine. He came as the messenger 
of him who is Light ; he came to in- < 
culcate and defend the truths which 
flow from that central doctrine, in re- 
gard to sin, to the danger and duty of 
man, to the way of recovery, and to 
the rules by which men ought to live. 
IT Thai God is light. Light, in the 
Scriptures, is the emblem of purity, 
truth, knowledge, prosperity, and hap- 
piness ; as darkness is of the opposite. 
John here says that « God is Ught^ (f><^^) 
— not the light, or a light, but light 
itself; that is, he is himself all light, 
and is the source and fountain of light 
in all worlds. He is perfectly pure, 
without any admixture of sin. He has 
all knowledge, with no admixture of 
ignorance on any subject He is infi- 
nitely happy, with nothing to make 
him miserable. He is infinitely true, 
never stating or countenahcing error ; 
be is blessed in all his ways, never 
knowing the darkness of disappoint- 
ment and adversity. Comp. Notes on 
James i. 17, and John i. 4, 5. 1 Tim. 
vi. 16. IT And in him is no darkness 
at all. This language is much in the 
manner of John, not only affirming 
that a thing is so, but guarding it so 
that no mistake could possibly be made 
as to what he jneant. Comp. John i. 
1 — 3. The expression here is designed 
to affirm that God is absolutely perfect ; 
that there is nothing in him which is 
in any way imperfect, or which would 
dim or mar the pure splendour of his 
character, not even as much as the 
smallest spot would on the sun. The 
language is probably designed to guard 
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6 If we say that we have fel- 
lowship with him, and walk in 

a Jno. 12. 35. 



the mind from an error to which it is 
prone, that of charging God with being 
the Author of the sin and misery which 
exist on the earth; and the apostte 
seems to design to teach that whatever 
was the soarce of sin and misery, it 
was not in any sense to be charged on 
God. This doctrine that God is a pure 
Light, John lays down as the substance 
of all that he had to teach ; of all that 
he had learned from him who was 
made flesh. It is, in fact, the fountain 
of all just views of truth on the subject 
of religion, and all proper views of reli- 
gion take their origin from this. 

6. If we say thai toe have feUowship 
with him. If we reckon ourselves 
among his friends, or, in other words^ 
if we profess to be like him ; for a pro- 
fession of religion involves the idea of 
having fellowship with God (comp. 
Notes on ver. 3), and he who professes 
that should be like him. IT And walk 
in darkness. Live in sin and error. 
To < walk in darkness,' now commonly 
denotes to be in doubt about our reli- 
gious state, in contradistinction from 
living in the enjoyment of religion. 
That is hot, hov^ever, probably the 
whole idea here. The leading thought 
is, that if we live in sin, it is a proof 
that our profession of religion is false. 
Desirable as it is to have the comforts 
of religion, yet it is not always true 
that they who do not are not true 
Christians, nor is it true by any means 
that they intend to deceive the world. 
^ We lie. We are false professors; 
we are deceived if we think that we 
can have fellowship with God, and yet 
live in the practice of sin. As God is 
pure, so must we be, if we would be 
his friends. This does not mean ne- 
cessarily that they meant to deceive, 
but that there was an irreconcilable 
contradiction between a life of sin and 
fellowship with God. IT And do not 



darkness, we lie, and do not the. 
truth: 
7 But if we walk " in the 



the truth. Do not act truly. The 
profession is a fiilse one. Comp. Notes 
on John iii. 22. To do the truth is to 
act in accordance with truth, aud the 
expression here means that such an one 
could not be a Christian. And yet, 
how many there are who are living in 
known sin who profess to be Chris- 
tians ! How many whose minds are 
dark on the whole subject of religion ; 
who have never known any thing of 
the real peace and joy which it imparts, 
who nevertheless entertain the belief 
that they are the friends of Grod, and 
are going to heaven ! They trust in a 
name, in forms, in conformity to exter- 
nal rites, and have never known any 
thing of the internal peace and purity 
which religion imparts, and in fact 
have never had any true fellowship 
with that God who is light, and in 
whom there is no darkness at all. Re- 
ligion is light ; religion is peace, purity, 
joy ; and though there are cases where 
for a time a true Christian may be IcA 
to darkness, and have no spiritual joy, 
and be in doubt about his salvatioti, 
yet still it is a great truth, that unless 
we know by personal experience what 
it is to walk habitually in the light, to 
have the comforts of religion, and to 
experience in our own souls the influ- 
ences which make the heart pure, and 
which bring us into conformity to the 
God who 4s light, we can have no true 
religion. All else is but a name, which 
will not avail us on the final day. 

7. But if we walk in the light, 
Comp. Notes on ver. 5. Walking in 
the light may include the three follow- 
ing things: (1.) Leading lives of holi- 
ness and purity ; ^hat is, the Christian 
must be characteristically a holy man, 
a light in the world, by his example ; 
(2.) Walking fh the truth ; that is, 
embracing the truth in opposition to 
all error of heathenism and infidelily, 
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Ught, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with an- 
other, and the blood " of Jesus 
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and haviog clear, apiritaal views of 
truth, sQcsh as the unrenewed never 
have (see 2 Cor. iv. 6. 1 Cor. il d— 
16. Eph. i. 18) ; (3.) Enjoying the 
comforts of religion; that is, having 
the joy which religion is fitted to im- 
part, and which it does impart to its 
true friends. Ps. zciv. 19. Isa. IviL 8. 
2 Cor. i. 3 ; xiii. 1 1. Comp. Notes on 
John xii. 3§. K As he is in ike tight. 
In the same kind of light that he has. 
The measure of light which we may 
have is not the same in degree, but it 
is of the same kind. The tcue Chris- 
tian in his- character and feelings re- 
sembles God. t We have feUowahip 
one with anoih^. As we all purtake 
of his feelings and views, we shall jre- 
semble each other. Loving the same 
God ; embracing the same views of 
religion ; and living for the same ends, 
we shall of course have much that is 
common to us all, and thus shall have 
fellowship with each other. IT And 
the blood of Jesus Chrigt his Son 
cleanaeth us from alt sin. See the 
sentiment here expressed fully ex- 
plained in the Notes on Heb. ix. 14. 
When it is said that his blood cleanses 
us from all sin, the expression must 
mean one of two things ; either that it 
is through that blood that all past sin 
is forgiven, or that that blood will ulti- 
mately purify us from all transgression^ 
and make us perfectly holy. The 
general meaning is plain, that in regard 
to any and every sin of which we may 
be conscious, there is efficacy in that 
blood to remove it, and to make us 
wholly pure. There is no stain made 
by sin so deep that the blood of Christ 
cannot take it entirely away from the 
soul. The connection here, or the 
reason why this is introduced here, 
seems to be this : The apostle is stating 
the snbsUnoe of the message which he 



Christ his Son deanseth us from 
all sin. 
8 If we say that we have no 



had received, ver. 5. The first, or 
leading part of it was, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness, and that 
his religion requires that all his friends 
should resemble him by their walking 
in the light Another, and a material 
part of the same message was, that 
provision was made in his religion for * 
cleansing the soul from sin, and mak- 
ing it likiB God. No system of religion 
intended for man could be adapted to 
his condition which did not contain 
this provision, and this did contain it 
in the most full and ample manner. 
Of course, however, it is meant that 
that blood cleanses from all sin only 
on the conditions on which its efficacy 
can be made available to man — ^by re- 
pentance for the past, and by a cordial 
reception of the Saviour through faith. 
8. If u)e say that toe have no sin. 
It is not improbable that the apostle 
here makes allusion to some error which 
was then beginning to prevail in the 
church. Some have supposed that the 
allusion is to the sect of the Nicolai- 
tanes, and to the views which they 
maintained, particularly that nothing 
was forbidden to the children of Grod 
under the gospel, and that in the free- 
dom conferred on Christians they were 
at liberty to do what they pleased. Rev. 
ii. 6, 15. It is not certain, however, 
that the allusion is to them, and it is 
not necessary to suppose that there is 
reference to any particular sect that 
existed at that time. The object of the 
apostle is to show that it is implied in 
the very nature of the gospel that we 
are sinners, and that if, on any pre- 
tence, we denied that fact, we utterly 
deceived ourselves. In all ages- there 
have been those who have attempted, 
on some pretence, to justify their con- 
duct; who have felt that they did not 
need a Saviour ; who have maintained 
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sin, " we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess ^ our sins, he 
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that they had a right to do what they 
pleased ; or who, on pretence of heing 
perfectly sanctified, have held that they 
live without the commission of sin. 
To meet these, and all similar cases, 
the apostle affirms that it is a great ele- 
mentary truth, which on no pretence 
is to be denied, that we are all sinners. 
We are at all times, and in all circum- 
stances, to admit the painful and hu- 
miliating truth that we are transgress- 
ors of the law of God, and that we 
need, even in our best ^rvices, the 
cleansing of the blood of Jesus Christ. 
The fair interpretation of the declara- 
tion here will apply not only to those 
who maintain that they have not been 
guilty of sin in the past, but also to 
those who profess to have become per- 
fectly sanctified, and to live without sin. 
In any and every way, if we say that 
we have no sin we deceive ourselves. 
Oomp. Notes on James iii. 2. IT We 
deceive ourselves. We have wrong 
views about our character. This does 
not mean that the self-deception is wil- 
ful, but that it in fact exists. No man 
knows himself who supposes that in all 
respects ho is perfectly pure. ^ And the 
truth is not in us. On this subject A 
man who should maintain that he had 
never committed sin, could have no just 
views of the truth in regard to himself, 
and would show that he was in utter 
error. In like manner, according to the 
obvious interpretation of this passage, he 
who maintains that he is wholly sanc- 
tified, and lives without any sin, shows 
that he is deceived in regard to himself, 
and that the truth, in this respect, is 
not in him. He may hold the truth 
on other subjects, but he does not on 
this. The very nature of the Christian 
religion supposes that we feel ourselves 
to b« sinners, and that we should be 



is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse^ us from 
all unrighteousness. 
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ever ready to acknowledge it. A man 
who claims that he is absolutely per- 
fect, that he is holy as God is holy, 
must know little of his own heart. 
Who, after all his reasoning on the 
subject, would dare to go out under the 
open heaven, at midnight, and lift up 
his hands and his eyes towards the 
stars, and say that he had no sin to 
confess — that he was as pure as the 
God that made those stars ? 

9. If we confess our sins. Pardon, 
in the Scriptures, always supposes that 
there is confession, and there is no 
promise that it will be imparted unless 
a full acknowledgment has been made. 
Comp. Ps. li. ; zxxii* Luke xv. 18, seq. ; 
vii. 41, seq. Prov. xxviii. 13. IT He is 
faithful. To his promises. He will 
do what he has assured us he-iftrill do 
in remitting them. IT And just to for- 
give us our ains. The vvordjust here 
cannot be used in a strict and proper 
sense, since the forgiveness of sins is 
never an act of Justice, but is an act of 
mercy. If it were an act of justice it 
could be demanded or enforced, and 
that is the same as to say that it is not 
forgiveness, for in that ease there could 
have been no sin to be pardoned. But 
the word just is often used in a larger 
sense, as denoting upright, equitable, 
acting properly in the circumstances 
of the case, &e, Comp. Notes on 
Matt. i. 19. Here the word msy be 
used in one of the following senses : 
(1.) Either as referring to his general 
excellence of character, or his disposi- 
tion to do what is proper; that is, 
he is one who will act in every way 
as becomes God ; or (2.) That he will 
be just in the sense that he will be 
true to his promises ; or that, since he 
has promised to pardon sinners, he will 
be found faithfully to adhere to those 
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engagomtots; or perhaps (3.) That he 
ivill h% just to hifl Son in the covenant 
of redemption, since, now that an 
atonement has been made by him, and 
a way has been opened through his 
sofferings by which God can consist- 
ently pardon, and with a view and an 
understanding that he might and would 
pardon, it would be an act of injustice 
to him if he did not pardon those who 
l>elieve on him. Viewed in either as- 
pect, we may have the fullest assurance 
tlkat God is ready to pardon us if we 
exercise Xrvie repentance and faith. No 
one can come to God without finding 
him ready to do all that is appropriate 
for a God to do in pardoning trans- 
gressors ; no one who will not, in &ct, 
receive forgiveness if he repents, and 
bdieves, aad makes confession ; no one 
who will not find that God is just to 
hi^ Son in the covenant of redemption, 
in pardoning and saving all who put 
their trust in the merits of his sacrifice. 
IT And to eieanse tM from all unright- 
eousness. By forgiving all that is past, 
treating us as if we were righteous, 
and ultimately by removing all the 
stains of guilt from the soul. 

l^ if we say that we have not 
sinned. In times that are past Some 
perhaps might be disposed to say this, 
and «• the apostle is careful to guard 
every paint, he here states that if a man 
should take the ground that his past 
life had been wholly upright, it would 
prove that he had no true religion. 
The statement here respecting the past 
seems to prove that when, in ver.^ 8, he 
refers to the present — < if we say we 
have no sin* — ^he meant to say that if 
a man should claim to be perfect, or to 
be wholly sanctified, it would demon- 
strate that he deceived himself; and 
the two statements go to prove that 
neither in reference to the past nor 
the present can any one lay claim to 
perfection. T We make him a liar. 



sinned, we make him a liar^ and 
his word is not in us. 



Because he has every where affirmed 
the depravity of all the race. Comp. 
Notes on Rom. i. ii. iiL On no point 
have his declarations been more posi- 
tive and uniform than on the feet of 
the universal sinfulness of man. Comp. 
Gen. vi. 11, 12. Job xiv. 4; xv. 16. 
Ps. xiv. 1, 2, 3 ; li. 6 ; Iviii. 3. Rom. 
iii. 9—20. Gal. iiL 21. ^ And his 
word is not in us. His truth ; that is, 
we have no true religion. The whole 
system of Christianity is based on the 
fact that man is a fallen being, and 
needs a Saviour; and unless a man 
admits that, of course he cannot be a 
Chrbtian. 



(1.) The importance of the doctrine 
of the incarnation of the Son of God. 
vs. 1, 2. On that doctrine the apostle 
lays great stress; begins his epistle 
with it ; presents it in a great variety 
of forms ; dwells upon it as if he would 
not have it forgotten or misunderstood. 
It hcu all the importance which he at- 
tached to it, for (a) it is the most won- 
derful of all the events of which we 
have any knowledge ; (b) it is the most 
deeply conn.ected with our welfare. 

(2.) The intense interest which true 
piety always takes in this doctrine, vs. 
1, 2. The feelings of John on the 
subject are substantially the feelings of 
all true Christians. The world passes 
it by in unbelief, or as if it were of no 
importance ; but no true Christian can 
look at the fact that the Son of God 
became incarnate but with the deepest 
emotion. 

(3.) It is an object of ardent desire 
with true Christians that all others 
should share their joys. vs. 3, 4. There 
is nothing selfish, or narrow, or ezclu* 
sive in true religion, but every sincere 
Christian who is happy desires ihgi all 
others should be happy too. 

(4.) Wherever there is true felldlr. 
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ship with God, there is with all true 
Christians, vs. 3, 4. There is but one 
church, one family of God ; and as all 
true Christians have fellowship with 
God, they must have with each other. 

(5.) Wherever there is true fellow- 
ship with Christians there is with God 
himself, vs. 3, 4. If we love his people, 
share their joys, labour with them in 
promoting his cause, and love the things 
which they love, we shall show that we 
love him. There is but one God, and 
one church ; and if all the members 
love each other they will love their 
common God and Saviour. An evi- 
dence, therefore, that we love Christians 
becomes an evidence that we love 
God. 

(6.) It is a great privilege to be a 
Christian, vs. 3, 4. If we are Chris- 
tians we are associated with (a) God 
the Father; (b) with his Son Jesus 
Christ ; (c) with all his redeemed on 
earth and in heaven ; (c?) with all holy 
angels. There is one bond of fellow- 
ship that unites all together ; and what 
a privilege it is to be united in the 
eternal bonds of friendship with all the 
holy minds in the universe ! 

(7.) If God is light (ver. 5), then all 
that occurs is reconcilable with the 
idea that he is worthy of confidence. 
What he does may seem to be dark to 
us, but we may be assured that it is all 
light with him. A cloud may come 
between us and the sun, but beyond 
the cloud the sun seines with un- 
dimmed splendour, and soon the cloud 
itself will pass away. At midnight it 
is dark to us, but it is not because the 
sun is shorn of his beams, or is extin- 
guished. He will rise again upon our 
hemisphere in the fulness of his glory, 
and all the darkness of the cloud and 
of midnight is reconcilable with the 
idea that the sun is a bright orb, and 
that in him is no darkness at all. So 
with God. We may be under a cloud 
of sorrow and of trouble, but above 
tliat the glory of God shines with 
splendour, and soon that cloud will 
28 



pass a^ay, and reveal him in the full- 
ness of his beauty and truth. 

(8.) We should, therefore,. 6t| all 
times, exercise a cheerful confldmic^ in 
God. ver. 5. Who supposes that the 
sun is never again to shine when the 
cloud passes over it, or when the shades 
of midnight have settled down upon 
the world 1 We confide in that sun 
that it will shine again when Che cloud 
has passed off, and when the shades of 
night have been driven away. So.tet 
us confide in God, for with more abso- 
lute certainty we shall yet see bin) to 
be light, and shall come to a world 
where there is no cloud. 

(9.) We may look cheerfully onward 
to heaven, ver. 5. There all is light. 
There we shall see God as he is. Well 
may we then bear with our darkness a 
little longer, for soon we shall bo 
ushered into a world where there is no 
need of the sun or the st«rs ; wb^ro 
there is no darkness, no night. 

(10.) Religion is elevating in its na- 
ture, vs. 6, 7. It brings us from a 
world of darkness to a world of light 
It scatters the rays of light on a thou- 
sand dark subjects, and gives promise 
that all that is now obscure will yet 
become clear as noonday. Wherever 
there is true religion the mind emerges 
more and more into light ; the scales 
of ignorance and error pass away« 

(11.) There is no sin. so great that 
it may not be removed by the btood of 
the atonement, ver. 7, last clause. This 
blood has shown its ^efficacy in the 
pardon of all the great sinners who 
have applied to it, and its efficacy is as 
great now as it was when it was applied 
to the first sinner that was saved. No 
one, therefore, however great his sins, 
need hesitate about applying to the 
blood of the cross, or fear that his sins 
are so great that they cannot be taken 
away. 

(12.) The Christian will yet be made 
wholly pure. ver. 7, last clause. It is 
of the nature of that blood which the 
Redeemer shed that it ultimately cleanses 
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the soul entirely from sin. The pros- 
pect before the true Christian that be 
will become perfectly holy is absolute, 
and whatever else may befal him he is 
sure that he will yet be holy as God is 
holy. 

(13.) There is no use in attempting 
to conceal our oHences. ver. 8. They 
are known, all known, to one Being, 
and they will at some future period all 
be disclosed. We cannot hope to evade 
punishment by hiding them ; we cannot 
hope for impunity because we suppose 
they may be passed over cu if unob- 
served. No man can escape on the 
presumption either that his sins are un- 
known, or that they are unworthy of 
notice. 

(14.) It is manly to make confession 
fhen we have sinned, vs. 9, 10. AH 
meanness was in doing the wrong, not 
in confessing it; what we should be 
ashamed of is that we are guilty, not 
that confession is to be made. When 
a wrong has been done there is no no- 
bleness in trying to conceal it; and aS 
there is no nobleness in such an at- 
tempt, so there could be no safety. 

(15.) Peace of mind, when wrong 
kas been done, can be found only in 
Confession, vs. 9, 10. That is what 
nature prompts to when we have done 
wrong, if we would find peace, and 
that the religion of grace demands. 
When a man has done wrong, the least 
that he can do is to make confession, 
and when that is done, and the wrong 
is pardoned, all is done that can be to 
restore peace to the soul. 

(16.) The ease of salvation, ver. 9. 
What more easy terms of salvation 
could we desire than an acknowledg- 
ment of our sins 1 No painful sacri- 
fice is demanded ; no penance, pilgrim- 
age, or voluntary scourging : all that is 
required is that there should be an ac- 
knowledgment of sin at the foot of 
the cross, and if this is done with a 
true heart the offender will be saved. 
If a man is not unlling to do this, why 
should he be saved ? How can he be 1 
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AITAI^TBIB^OT TELE CHAPTEB. 

The subjects which are introduced 
into this chapter are the following: 

I. A statement of the apostle that 
the great object which he had in writ- 
ing to them was that they should not 
sin, and yet if they sinned, and wero 
conscious that they were guilty before 
God, they should not despair, for they 
had an advocate with the Father who 
had made propitiation for the sins of 
the world, vs. 1, 2. This is properly 
a continuation of what be had said 
in the close of the previous chapter, 
and should not have been separated 
from that 11. The evidence that we 
know God, or that we are his true 
friends, is to be found in the fact that 
we keep his commandments, vs. 3 — 6. 
III. The apostle says that what he 
had been saying was no new com- 
mandment, but was what they had al- 
ways heard concerning the nature of 
the gospel ; but though in this respect 
the law of love which he meant par- 
ticularly to enforce, was no new com- 
mandment, none which they had not 
heard before ; yet in another respect it 
was a new commandment, for it was' 
one which in its peculiarity was origin- 
ated by the Saviour, and which he 
meant to make the characferistic of his 
religion, vs. 7 — 11. A large part of 
the epistle is taken up in ejcplaining and 
enforcing this commandment requiring 
love to the brethren. IV. The apostle 
specifies (vs. 12 — 14) various reasons 
why he had written to them— reasons 
derived from the peculiar character of 
different classes among them — little 
children, fathers, young men. V. Each 
of these classes he solemnly commands 
not to love the world, or the things that 
are in the world, for that which con- 
stitutes the peculiarity of the < world' 
as such is not of the Father, and all 
< that there is in the world is soon to 
pass away.* vs. 15 — 17. VI. He calls 
their attention to the fact that the clos* 
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MY little children, these things 
write' I unto you, that ye 
sin not. And if any man sin, 



ing dispensation of the world had come, 
vs. 18---20. The evideoce of this was, 
that antichrist had appeared* VIL He 
calls their attention to the ch$iracteristics 
of the antichrist. The Essential thing 
woald be that antichrist would deny 
that Jesus was the Christ, involviDg a 
practical denial of both the Father and 
the Son. Persons of this character 
were abroad, and they were in great 
danger of being seduced by theic arts 
from the way of truth and duty. ts. 21 
— 26. YIII.; The apostle, in the close 
of the chapter (vs. 27—29), expresses 
the belief that they would not be se- 
duced, but that they had an anointing 
from above which would. keep them 
from the arts of those who would lead 
them astray. He earnestly exhorts 
them to abide in God the Saviour, that 
when he should appear they might 
have confidence and not be ashamed at 
his coming. 

1. My Uttle children. Teswa fMov* 
This is such language as an aged 
apostle would be likely to use when 
addressing, a church, and its use in this 
epistle may be regarded as one evidence 
that John bad reached an advanced 
period of life. when he wrote the epistle. 
H T%e8t thingB write I unto you. To 
wit, the things stated iii ch. i. IT That 
ye sin not. To keep you from sin, or 
to induce you to lead a holy life. Y ^nd 
if qny man sin. As all are liable, 
with hearts as corrupt as ours, and 
amidst. the temptations of a world like 
this, to do*- This, of course, does not 
imply that ii'ia proper or right to sin, 
or that Christians should have no con- 
cern about it,' but the meaning is, that 
all are liable to sin, and when we are 
conscious of sin the mind shouUi not 
yield to despiond«ncy and despair. It 
might be supposed, perhaps, that if 
one mnned after baptism, or after being 



S27 

we have an advocate ** with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous: 
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converted, there could be no forgive* 
ness. The apostle designs to guard 
against any such supposition, and to 
show that the atonement made by the 
Redeemer had respect to all kinds of 
sin, and that under the deepest con- 
sciousness of guilt and of personal un- 
worthiness, we may feel that we have 
an advocate on high. IT We have an 
advocate with the Father. God only 
can forgive sin, and, though we have 
no claim on him, yet there is one with 
him who can plead our cause, and 
on whom we can rely to manage our 
interests there. The word rendered 
advocate (ttapaxXritot — paraclete) is 
elsewhere applied to the Holy Spirit, 
and is in every other place where it 
occurs in the New Testament, rendered 
ComforUr. John xiv. 16, 26 ; xv. 26 ; 
xvi. 7. On the meaning of the word, 
see Notes on John xiv. 16. As used 
with reference to the Holy Spirit. (John 
xiv. 16, et aL) it is employed in the 
more general sense of helper, or aid, 
and the particular manner in which thff 
Holy Spirit aids us may be seen stated 
in the Notes on John xiv. 16. As 
usual here with reference to the Lord 
Jesus, it is employed in the more limited 
sense of the word Advocate, as the word 
is frequently used in the Greek writers 
to denote an advocate in court ; that is, 
ond whom we call to our aid, or to 
stand by us, to defend our suit. Where 
it is applied to the Lord Jesus, the lan- 
guage is evidently figurative, since 
there can be no literal pleading for 
us in heaven, but it is expressive of 
the great truth that he has undertaken 
our cause with God, and that he per- 
forms for us all that we expect of an 
advocate and counsellor. It is not to 
be supposed, however, that he manages 
our cause in the same way, or on the 
same principles on which an advocate 
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in a human tribunal does. An advo- 
cate in court is employed to defend bis 
client. He does not begin by admitting 
his guilt, or in any way basing his plea 
on the conceded fact that he ia guilty ; 
his proper business is to show that he 
is not guilty, or if he be proved to be 
so, to see that no injustice shall be done 
him. The proper business of an advo- 
cate in a human court, therefore, em- 
braces two things : (!•) "^^ show that 
his client is not guilty in the form and 
manner charged on him. This he may 
do in one of two ways, either (a) by 
showing that he did not do the act 
charged on him, as when he is charged 
Fith murder, and can prove an (dibi, 
or show that he was not present at the 
time the murder was committed ; or (6) 
by proving that he had a right to do 
the deed — as, if he is charged with 
murder, he may admit the fact of the 
killing, but may show that it was in 
self-defence. (2.) In case his client is 
convicted, his office is to see that no 
injustice is done to him in the sen- 
tence ; to stand by him still ; to avail 
himself of all that the law allows 
in his favour, or to state any circum- 
stance of age, or sex, or former service, 
or bodily health, which would in any 
way mitigate the sentence. The advo- 
cacy of the Lord Jesus in our behalf, 
however, is wholly different from this, 
though the same general object is pur- 
sued and sought, the good of those for 
whom he becomes an advocate. The 
nature of his advocacy may be stated 
in the following particulars: (1.) He 
admits the guilt of those for whom he 
becomes the advocate, to the full extent 
charged on them by the law of God, 
and by their own consciences. He 
does not attempt to hide or conceal it. 
" He makes no apology for it. He neither 
attempts to deny the fact, nor to show 
that they had a right to do as they 
have done. He could not do this, for 
it would not be true; and any plea 
before the throne of God which should 
be based on a denial of our guilt would 



be fatal to our cause. (2.) As oui 
advocate he undertakes to b^ security 
that no wrong shall be done to the 
universe if we are not punished as 
we deserve; that is, if we are par- 
doned, and treated aa if we had not 
sinned. This he does by pleading what 
he has done in behalf of men ; that 
is, by the plea that his sufferings and 
death in behalf of sinners have done 
as much to honour the law, and to 
maintain the truth and justice of God, 
and to prevent the extension of apos- 
tacy, as if the offenders themselves had 
suffered the full penalty of the law. If 
sinners are punished in hell, there will 
be some object to be accomplished by 
it; and the simple account of the atone- 
ment by Christ is, that his death will 
secure all the good results to the uni- 
verse which would be secured by the 
punishment of the offender himself. It 
has done as much to maintain the 
honour of the law, and to impress the 
universe with the truth that sin cannot 
be committed with impunity. If all 
the good results can be secured by sub- 
stituted sufierings which there would 
be by the punishment of the ojQfender 
himself, then it is clear that the guilty 
may be acquitted and saved. Why 
should they not be 1 The Saviour, as 
our advocate, undertakes to be security 
that this shall be. (.3$) As our advo- 
cate he becomes a surety for our good 
behaviour; gives a pledge to justice 
that we will obey the laws of God, and 
that he will keep us in the paths of 
obedience and truth ; that, if pardoned, 
we will not continue to rebel. This 
pledge or surety can be given in no 
human court of justice. No man, ad- 
vocate or friend, can give security when 
one is pardoned who has been eon-^ 
victed of stealing a horse, that he will 
not steal a horse again ; when one who 
has been guilty of m,urder is pardoned, 
that he will never be guilty of it again; 
when one who has been guilty of forgeiy 
is pardoned, that he will not be guilty 
of it again.' If he could do this th« 
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2 And he is the propitiation ' 
for our sins : and not for our's 

a Bo. 3. 25. 



subject of pardon would be attended 
with much fewer difficulties than it is 
now. But the Lord Jesus becotnes 
such a pledge or surety for us (Heb. 
▼ii. 22), and hence he becoo^es such an 
advocate with the Father as we need. 
ITJenM Christ the righieoua. One 
who is eminently righteous himseU^ and 
who possesses the means of rendering 
others righteoas. It is an appropriate 
feeling when we come before Go(| in 
his name, that we come pleading the 
merits of one who is eminently right- 
eous, and on account of whose right- 
eousness we may be justified and saved. 
2. And he %9 the propitiation for 
our Bins. The word rendered propi' 
tiation (tkaaftoi) occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament, except in ch. 
iv. 10 of this epistle; though words 
of the same derivation, and having the 
same essential meaning, frequently oc- 
cur. The corresponding word ixaat^ 
pcof (hikuterion) occurs in Romans iii. 
25, rendered j9ro^Vui/MOTr-< whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith an his blood ;' and in 
Heb. iz. 5, rendered mereyseat — * sha- 
dowing the merey-seat* The verb 
IjuaaxofAM {hibukomai) occurs also in 
Luke zviii. 3 — * God be merciful to me 
a sinner,' and. Heb. ii. 17 — < to make 
reeoneiUation for the sins of the people.' 
For the idea expressed by these words, 
see Notes on Rom. iii. 26. The proper 
meaning of the word is that of recon- 
ciling, appeasing, turning away anger, 
rendering propitious or favourable. The 
idea is that there is anger or wrath, or 
that something has been done to ojSend, 
and that it is needful to turn away that 
wrath, or to appease. This may be 
done by a sacrifice, by songs, by ser- 
vices rendered, or by bloody offerings. 
So the word is often used iiTHomer. 
Passow, We have similar words in 
common use, as when we say of one 
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only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 



that he has been offended and that 
something must be done to appease 
him, or to turn away his wrath. This 
is commoiUy done with us by making 
restitution ; or by an acknowledgment ; 
or by yielding the point in controversy ; 
or by an expression of regret ; or by 
difierent conduct in time to come. But 
this idea must not be applied too liter- 
ally to God ; nor should it be explained 
away. The essential thoughts in re- 
gard to him, as implied in this word» 
are (1.) That his will has been disre-^ 
garded, and his law violated, and that 
he has reason to be offended with us; 
(2.) That in that condition he cannot, 
consistently with his perfections, and 
the good of the universe, treat us as if 
we had not done it ; (3.) That it is 
proper that, in some way, lie should 
show his displeasure at our conduct, 
either by punishing us, or by something 
that shall answer the same purpose; 
and (4.) That the means of propitia^ 
tion come in here, and accomplish this 
end, and make it proper that he should 
treat us as if we had not sinned \ that 
is, he is reconciled, or appeased, and 
his anger is turned away. This is 
done, it is supposed, by the death of 
the Lord Jesus, accomplishing, in most 
important respects, what would be ac- 
complished by the punishment of the 
offender himself. In regard to this, in 
order to a proper understanding of what 
is accomplished, it is necessary to ob- 
serve two things : what is not done, and 
what is, I. There are certain things 
which do not enter into the idea of 
propitiation. They are sudh as these : 
(a) That it does not change the fact 
that the wrong was done. That is a 
fact which cannot be denied, and he 
who undertakes to make a propitiation 
for sin does not deny it. (6) It does 
not change God. It does not make 
him a'di£^rent being from what he was 
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before. It doef not buy him over to a 
willingnen to riiow merey; it does 
not change an inexorable being to one 
who is compassionate and kind, (e) 
The ofisfing that is made to secure re- 
conciliation does not necessarily pro- 
duce reconciliation in fact. It pre- 
pares the way for it on the part of 
God, but whether they for whom it is 
made will be disposed to accept it is 
another question. When two men are 
alienated from each other, you may go 
to B and say to him that all obstacles 
to reconciliation on the part of A are 
removed, and that he is disposed to be 
at peace, but whether B will be willing 
to be at peace is quite another matter. 
The mere fact that his adversary is dis- 
posed to be at peace determines nothing 
in regard to his disposition in the matter. 
So in regard to the controversy between 
man and God. It may be true that all 
obstacles to reconciliation on the part 
of God are taken away, and still it 
may be quite a separate question 
whether man will be willing to lay 
aside his opposition, and embrace the 
terms of mercy. In itself considered, 
one does not necessarily determine the 
other, or throw any light on it II. The 
amount then, in regard to the propitia- 
tion made for sin is, that it removes all 
obstacles to reconciliation on the part 
of God ; it does whatever is necessary 
to be done to maintain the honour of 
his law, his justice, and his truth ; it 
makes it consistent for him to offer 
pardon; that is, it removes whatever 
there was that made it necessary to in- 
flict punishment, and thus, so far as the 
word can be applied to God, it appeases 
him, or turns away his anger^ or ren- 
ders him propitious. This it does, not 
in respect to producing any change in 
God, but in respect to the fact that it 
removes whatever there was in the na- 
ture of the case that prevented the free 
and full ofier of pardon. The idea of 
the apostle in the passage before us is, 
that when we sin we may be assured 
that this has been done, and that pardon 



may now be freely extended to a& 
IT And not for our^s only. Not only 
for the sins of us who are Christian^ 
for the apostle was writing to such. 
The idea which he intends to convey 
seems to be, that when we come before 
God we should take the most liberal 
and large views of the atonement ; we 
should feel that the most ample provi- 
sion has been made for our pardon, and 
that in no respect is there any limit as 
to the sufficiency of that work to re- 
move all sin. It is sufficient for us ; 
sufficient for all the world. IT But also 
for the sins of the whole world. The 
phrase < the sins' b not in the original, 
but is not improperly supplied, for the 
connection demands it This is one 
of the expressions occurring in the 
New Testatnent which demonstrate 
that the atonement was made for all 
men, and which cannot be reconciled 
with any other opinion. If he had 
died only for a part of the race, this 
language tould not haye been used. 
The phrase « the whole world,* is one 
which naturally embraces all men ; is 
such as would be used if it be supposed 
that the apostle meant to teach that 
Christ died for all men ; and is such as 
cannot be explained on any other sop- 
position. If he died only for the elect, 
it is not true that he is the < propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world' in any 
proper sense, nor would it be possible 
then to assign a sense in which it could 
be true. This passage, interpreted in 
its plain and obvious meaning, teaches 
the following things : (1.) That the 
atonement in its own nature is adcqited 
to all men, or that it is as much fitted 
to one individual, or one class, as an- 
other; (2.) That it is suffident in 
merit for all ; that is, that if any more 
should be saved than fictually will be, 
there would be no need of any addi- 
tional suffering in order to save them ; 
(3.) That it has no special adaptedness 
to one person or class more than an- 
other ; that is, that in its own nature 
it did not render the salvation of one 
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3 And hereby we do know 
that we know him, if we keep " 
his commandments. 

4 He that saith, I know him, 
and keepeth not his command- 

aLu.&46. Jno.14.15,23. 



more e^sy than that of another. It so 
magnified the' law, so honoured God, 
■o fully expresised the divine sense of 
the evil of sin in respect to all men, 
that the offer of salvation might be 
made as freely to one as to another, 
and that any and all might take shelter 
under it and be safe. Whether, how- 
ever, God might not, for wise reasons, 
resolve that its benefits should be ap- 
plied to a part only, is another ques- 
tion, and one -which does not affect the 
inquiry about the intrinsic nature of 
the atonement. On the evidence that 
the atonement was made fur all, see 
Notes on 2 Cor. v. 14, and Heb. ii. 9. 

3. And herebtf we do know thai we 
know him. To wit, by that which 
follows, we have evidence that we are 
truly acquainted with him, and with 
the requirements of his religion ; that 
is, that we are truly his friends. The 
word Aim, in this verse, seems to refer 
to the Saviour. On the meaning of 
the word know, see Notes on John 
zviL 3. The apostle had stated in the 
previous part of this epistle some of the 
leading points revealed by the Christian 
religion, and he here enters on the 
consideration of the nature of the evi- 
dence required to show that we are 
personally interested in it, or that we 
are true Christians. A. large part of 
the epistle is occupied with this sub- 
ject The first, the grand evidence — 
that without which all others would be 
vain — he says, is, that we keep his 
commandments. \ If we keep hU 
commandments. See Notes on John 
ziv. 16. Comp. John ziv. 23, 24 ; zv. 
10, 14. 

4. He that aaUh, 1 know Mm. He 
who professes to be acquainted with 
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ments, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him. 

5 But whoso keepeth his 
word, in him verily is the love 
of God perfected : hereby know 
we that we are in him. 



the Saviour, or who professes to be a 
Christian. IT And keepeth not his 
commandments* What he has ap- 
pointed to be observed by his people ; 
that is, he who does not obey him. 
^ Js a liar. Makes a false profession ; 
professes to have that which he really 
has not. Such a profession is a false- 
hood, because there can be no true re- 
ligion where one does not obey the law 
of God. 

6. But v)hoso keepeth his word. 
That is, what he has spoken or com- 
manded. The term iDord here will 
include all that he has made known to 
us as his will in regard to our conduct. 
IT In him verily is the love of God 
perfected. He professes to have the 
love of God in his heart> and that love 
receives its completion or filling t^hy 
obedience to the will of God. That 
obedience is the proper carrying out, 
or the exponent of the love which ex- 
ists in the heart. Love to the Saviour 
would be defective without that, for it 
is never complete without obedience. 
If this be the true interpretation, then 
the passage does not make any affirma- 
tion about sinless perfection, but it 
only affirms that if true love exists in 
the heart, it will be carried out in the 
life; or that love and obedience are 
parts of the same thing ; that one will 
be manifested by the other; and that 
where obedience exists, it is the com- 
pletion or perfecting of love. Besides, 
the apostle does not say that either the 
love or the obedience would be in them- 
selves absolutely perfect ; but he says 
that one cannot fully develop itself 
without the other. IT Hereby know 
we that we are in him. That is, by 
having in fact such love as shall insure 
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6 He that saith he abideth^ 
in him, ought himself also so to 
walk, ^ even as he walked. 

a Jno. 15. 4, 5. 



obedience. To be in him, is to be 
united to him ; to be his friends. Comp. 
Notes on John vi. 66. Rom. xiii. 14. 

6. He that aaith he abideth in him. 
Gt,, remains in him ; that is, abides or 
remains in the belief of his doctrines, 
and in the comfort and practice of re- 
ligion. The expression is one of those 
which refer to the intimate union be- 
tween Christ and his people. A great 
▼ariety of phrase is employed to denote 
that For the meaning of this word 
in John, see Notes on ch. iiL 6. 
V Ought himself ako so to walk, even 
as he walked. Ought to live and act 
as he did. If he is one with him, or 
professes to be united to him, he ought 
to imitate him in all things. Comp. 
John xiii. 15. See also. Notes on ch. 
i. 6. 

7. Brethren, I write no new com- 
mandment unto you. That is, what 
I am now enjoining is not new. It is 
the same doctrine which you have al- 
ways heard. There has been much 
difference of opinion as to what is re- 
ferred to by the word commandmentj 
whether it is the injunction in the pre- 
vious verse to live as Christ lived, or 
whether it is what he refers to in^the 
following verses, the duty of brotherly 
love. Perhaps neither of these is ex- 
actly the idea of the apostle, but he 
may mean in this verse to put in vl gen- 
eral disclaimer against the charge that 
what he enjoined was new. In respect 
to all that he taught, the views of truth 
which he held, the duties which he 
enjoined, the course of life which he 
would prescribe as proper for a Chris- 
tian to live, he meant to say that it was 
not at all new* It was nothing which 
he had originated himself, but it was in 
fact the same system of doctrines which 
they had always received jsince they 
became Christians. He might have 



7 Brethren, I write no new 
commandment unto you, but an 
old commandment, which ye had 

h Jno. 13. 15. 



been induced to say this because he 
apprehended that some of those whom 
he had in his eye, and whose doctrines 
be meant to oppose, might say that 
this was all new ; that it was not the 
nature of religion as it had been com- 
monly understood, and as .it was laid 
down by the Saviour. In a somewhat 
different sense, indeed, he admits (ver. 
8) that there was a <new' command- 
ment which it was proper to enjoin — 
for he did not forget that the Saviour 
himself called that < new / and though 
that commandment had also been all 
along inculcafed under the gospel, yet 
there was a sense in which it wsis pro- 
per to call that new, for it had been so 
called by the' Saviour. But in respect 
to all the doctrines which he main- 
tained, and in respect to aU the duties 
which he enjoined, he said that they 
were not new in the sense that he had 
originated them, or that they had not 
been enjoined from the beginning. 
Perhaps, also, the apostle here may 
have some allusion to false teachers 
who were in fact scattering new doc- 
trines among the people, things before 
unheard of, and attractive by their no- 
velty; and he may mean to say that 
he made no pretensions to any such 
novelty, but was content to repeat the 
old and familiar truths which they had 
always received. Thus, if he was 
charged with broaching new opinions, 
he denies it fully; if they were ad- 
vancing new opinions, and were even 
< making capital' out of them, he says 
that he attempted no such thing, but 
was content with the old and established 
opinions which they had always re* 
ceived. IT But an old commandment* 
Old, in the sense that it has always 
been inculcated; that religion has al- 
ways enjoined it. IT W?iich ye had 
from the beginning. Which you hav» 
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from the beginniog. The old 
commandment is the word which 
ye have heard from the begin- 
ning. 

8 Agam, a new ' command- 
ment I write unto you ; which 

a Jno. 13. 34. 



always received ever since you heard 
any thing about the gospel. It was 
preached when the gospel was first 
preached ; it has always been promul- 
. gated when that has been promulgated ; 
it is what you first heard when you 
were made acquainted with the gospel. 
Comp. Notes, eh. l I. 1! The old 
commandment is the word which ye 
have heard from the beginning. Is the 
doctrine f or is what was enjoined. 
John is often in the habit of putting a 
truth in a new form or aspect in order 
to make it emphatic, and to prevent the 
possibility of misapprehension. See 
John i. 1, 2. The sen^ here is, * all 
that I am saying to you is in fact an 
old commandment, or one which you 
)iave always had. There is nothing 
new in what I am enjoining on you.' 

8. Again, a new commandment I 
unite unto you. < And yet, that which 
I write to you, and particularly enjoin 
on you, deserves in another sense to 
be called a new commandment, though 
it has heen also inculcated from the 
beginning, for it was called new by the 
Saviouf himself.^ Or, the meaning 
may be, <in addition to the general 
precepts which I have referred to, I 
do now call your attention to the new 
commandment of the Saviour, that 
which he himself called new.' There 
can be no doubt here that John refers to 
the commandment to « love one another' 
(see vs. 9 — 11), and that it is here 
called new not in the sense that John 
inculcated it as a novel doctrine, but in 
the sense that the Saviour called it 
such. For the reasons why it was so 
called by him, see Notes on John ziii. 
34. IT Whidi thing is true in him. 



thing is true in him and in you, 
because the darkness ^ is past, 
and the true light now shineth. 

9 He that saith he is in the 
light, and hateth his brother, is 
in darkness "^ even until now. 



b Ro. 13. 12. 



e 3 Pe. 1. 9. 



In the Lord Jesus. That is, which 
commandment or law of love was illus- 
trated in him, or was manifested by 
him in his intercourse with his disci- 
ples. That which was most prominent 
in him was this very love which ho 
enjoined on all his followers. IT And 
in you. Among you. That is, you 
have manifested it id your intercourse 
with each other. It is not new in the 
sense that you have never heard of it, 
and have never evinced it, but in the 
sense only that he called it new. 
IT Because the darkness is past, and 
the true light now shineth. The an- 
cient systems of error, under which 
men hated each other, have passed 
away, and you are brought into the 
light of the true religion. Once you 
were in darkness, like others; now 
the light of the pure gospel shines 
around you, and Uiat requires as its 
distinguishing characteristic, love. Re- 
ligion is often represented as Ught / 
and Christ spoke of himself, and was 
spoken of, as the light of the world. 
See Notes on John i. 4, 5. Comp. John 
viii. 12 ; xii. 35, 36, 46. Isa. iz. 2. 

9. He that saith he is in the light. 
That he has true religion, or is a Chris* 
tian. See ch. i. 7. Y -^nd hateth his 
brothen The word brother seems here 
to refer to those who professed the same 
religion. The word is indeed some- 
times used in a larger sense, but the re- 
ference here appears to be to &at which ' 
is properly brotherly love among Chria- 
tians. . Comp. Lacke, 4n loc. Y 1^ in 
darkness even until now. That is, he 
cannot have true religion unless he has 
love to the brethren. The command 
to love one another was ono of the 
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10 He that loveth his brother 
abideth in the light, and there is 
none * occasion of stumbling in 
him. 

11 Bat he that hateth his bro- 



mo8t solemn and earnest which Christ 
CTcr enjoined (John xv. 17); he made 
it the peculiar badj^e of discipleship, or 
that by which his followers were to be 
everywhere known (John xiii. S5) ; 
and it is, therefore, impossible to have 
any true religion without love to those 
who are sincerely and truly his follow- 
ers. If a man has not that, he is in 
deep darkness, whatever else he may 
have, on the whole subject of religion. 
Comp. Notes on 1 Thess. iv. 9. 

10. He that loveth his brother abideth 
in the light. Has true religion, and 
enjoys it IT And there is none occa- 
sion of stumbling in him, Marg., 
scandal, Greek, <and there is no 
stumbling' [or scandal — axavSiaayv—in 
him.] The word here used, means 
any thing against which one strikes or 
stumbles ; and then a stumbling-block, 
an impediment, or any thing which 
occasions a fall. Then it is used in 
a moral or spiritual sense, as denoting 
that which is the occasion of fklling 
into sin. See Notes on Matt. ▼. 29, 
and Rom. xiv. 13. Here it refers to 
an individual in respect to his treat- 
ment of others, and means that there 
is nothing, so far as he is concerned, 
to lead him into sin. Rob, Lex. If 
he has love to the brethren, he has true 
religion; and there is, so far as the 
influence of this shall extend, nothing 
that will be the occasion of hJB falling 
into sin in his conduct towards them, 
for ** love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
hour." Rom. xiii. 10. His course will 
be just, and upright, and benevolent. 
He will have no envy towards them in 
their prosperity, and will liot be dis- 
posed to detract from their- reputation 
in adversity; he will have no feelings 
of exultation when they fall, and will 



ther, is in darkness, and walketh 
' in darkness, and knoweth not 
whither he goeth, because the 
darkness hath blinded his eyes. 

1 scandal a Pr. 4. U. Jno. 12. 35. 



not be disposed to uka advantage of 
their misfortunes ; and, loving them as 
brethren, he will be in no respeet under 
temptation to do them wrong. In the 
bosom of dkie who loves his brother, the 
baleful passions of envy, inalice, hatred, 
and unchavitableness, can have no 
place. At the same time, this love of 
the brethren vvould have an important 
effect on his whole Christian life and 
walk, for there are few things that will 
have more influence on a man's char- 
acter in keeping hhn from doing wrong 
than the love <sf the good and the pure. 
He who truly loves good men, will not 
be likely in any respect to go astray 
from the paths of virtue. 

11. But he that hateth his brother. 
The word here used would, in this 
connection, include both the mere ab- 
sence of love, and positive hatred. It 
is designed to include the whole of that 
state of mind where there is not love 
for the brethren. ^ Is in darkness, 
ver. 9. IT And w€tffeeth in darkness. 
He is like one who walks in the dark, 
and who sees po object distinctly. See 
Notes- on John xii. 95. ^ And knotv 
eth not whither he goeth. Like one 
in the dark. . He wanders about not 
knowing what direction he shall take, 
or where the course which he is on 
will lead. The general meaning is, 
that he is ignorant of the whole nature 
of religion ; or, in other Words, love to 
t|ie brethren is a central virtue in reli- 
gion, and wheta a man has not that, 
his mind is entirely clouded on the 
whole subject, and ^e shows that tie 
knows nothifigdf its Qature. There is 
no virtue that Is designed to be made 
more prominent in Christianity ; and 
there is none that will throw its influ- 
ence farther over a inan'0 lifiB. 
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12. JT luriie unto you, little children, 
Th^re has been much difTerence of 
opinion among commentators in regard^ 
to this verse and the three following 
verses, on account of the apparent tau- 
tology. Even Doddridge supposes that 
considerable error has here crept into 
the text, and that a portion of these 
verses should be omitted in order to 
avoid the repetition. But, there is no 
authority for omitting any portion of 
the text, and the passage is very much 
in accordance with the general style 
of the apostle John. The author of 
this epistle was evidently accustomed 
to express his thoughts in a great va- 
riety of ways, having even the appear- 
ance of tautology, that the exact idea 
might be before his readers, and that 
his meaning might not be misappre- 
hended. In order^to show that the 
truths which he was uttering in this 
epistle pertained to all, and to secure 
the interest of all in them, he addresses 
himself to different classes, and says 
that there were reasons existing in re- 
gard to each class why he wrote to 
them. In the expressions <I write,' 
and * I have written/ he refers to what 
is found in the epistle itself, and the 
statements in these verses are designed 
to be reasons why he brought these 
truths before their minds. The word 
here rendered little children ('fsxvla) 
is different from that used in ver. 13, 
and rendered there little children (^tM- 
^a)> but there can be little doubt that 
the same class of persons, is intended. 
Some have indeed supposed that by the 
term liitk children here, as in ver. I, 
the apostle means to' address all be- 
lievers — speaking to them as a father ; 
but it seems more appropriate to sup- 
pose that he means in thesd verses to 
divide the body of Christians whom he 
addressed into thre^ classes — children, 
young men, and th« aged,, and to state 
particular reasons why he llxote to| 



children, because your sins are 
forgiven you for his name's* sake. 

each. If the term little children here 
('tsxvCa) means the same as the term 
TtoAZCar^little children, in ver. 13, then 
lie addresses each of these classes twice 
in these two verses, giving each time 
somewhat varied reasons why he ad- 
dressed them. That, by the term < lit- 
tle children' here, he means children, 
literally, seems to me to be clear, (1.) 
Because this is the usual meaning 
of the word, and should be understood 
to be the meaning here, unless there is 
something in the connection to show 
that it is used in a metaphorical sense ; 
(2.) Because it seems necessary to un- 
derstand the other expressions, < young 
men,' and < fathers,' in a literal sense, 
as denoting those more advanced in 
life ; (3.) Because this would be quite 
in character for the apostle John. He 
had recorded, and would doubtless 
remember the solemn injunction of 
the Saviour to Peter (John xxi. 16), 
to <feed his Iambs,' and the aged 
apostle could not but feel that what 
was worthy of so solemn an injunc- 
tion from the Lord, was worthy of 
his attention and care as an apostle ; 
and (4.) Because in that case, each 
class, fathers, young men, and children, 
would be twice addressed in these two 
verses ; whereas if we understood this 
of Christians in general, then fathers 
and young ~ men would be twice ad* 
dressedr and children but once. If th 
be so, it may be remarked (I.) That 
there were probably quite young child- 
ren in the church in the time of the 
apostle John, for the word would natu- 
rally convey that idea. (2.) The exact 
age cannot be indeed determined, but 
two things are clear : (a) one is, that 
they were undoubtedly under twenty 
years of age, since they were younger 
than the ^ young merC (vi(wl(Sx6i,)t » 
word usually applied to those who 
were in the vigour of life, from about 
the period of twenty up to forty yean 
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(Notes on ver. 13), and this word would 
embrace all who were younger than 
that class; and (5) the other is, that 
the word itself would convey the idea 
that they were in quite early life, as 
the word chiUtren — « fair translation of 
it— does now with us. It is not pos- 
sible to determine from the use of this 
y9or6,. precisely of what age the class 
here referred to was, but the word 
would imply that they were in quite 
early life. No rule is laid down in (he 
New Testament as to the age in which 
children may be admitted to the com- 
munion. The whole subject is left to 
the wise discretion of the church, and 
b safely left there. Cases must vary 
so much that no rule could be laid 
down : and little or no evil has arisen 
from leaving the point undetermined 
in the Scriptures. It may be doubted, 
however, whether the church has not 
been rather in danger of erring by hav- 
ing it deferred too late, than by admit- 
ting children too early. (3.) Such 
children, if worthy the attention of an 
aged apostle, should receive the parti- 
cular notice of pastors now. Comp. 
Notes on John xxi. 16. There are 
reasons in all cases now, as there were 
then, why this part of a congregation 
should receive the special attention of 
a minister of religion. The hopes of a 
church are in them. Their minds Are 
susceptible to impression. The char- 
acter of the piety in the next age will 
depend on their views of religion. All 
that there is of value in the church and 
the world will soon pass into their 
hands. The houses, farms, factories ; 
the pulpits, and the chairs of professors 
in colleges $ the seats of senators and 
the benches of judges; the great offices 
of state, and all the offices in the 
church; the interests of learning, and 
of benevolence, and liberty, are all 
soon to be under their control. Gvery 
thing valuable in this world mil soon 
depend on their conduct and char- 



acter ; and wh(/, therefore, can over- 
estimate the importance of training 
them up in just views of religion, ^a 
John ivrote to this class, should not 
pastors preach to them ? IT Because 
(ot'O* '^^^^ particle may be rendered 
for, or because, and the meaning may 
be either that the fact that their sins 
were forgiven was a reason for writ- 
ing to them, since it would be pro- 
per, on that ground, to exhort them to 
a holy life ; or that he wrote to them 
because it was a privilege to address 
them as those who were forgiven, for 
he felt that, in speaking to them, he 
could address them as such. It seems 
to me that it is to be taken as a causal 
particle, and that the apostle, in the 
various specifications which he makes, 
designs to assign particular reasons 
why he wrote to each class, enjoining 
on them the duties of a holy life. Comp. 
ver. 31. IT Your sins are forgiven 
you. That is, this is a reason why he 
wrote to them, and enjoined these things 
on them* The meaning seems to be, 
that the fact that our past sins are 
blotted out furnishes a strong reason 
why we should be holy. That reason 
is founded on the goodness of God in 
doing it, and on the obligation under 
which we are brought by the fiict that 
God has had mercy on us. This is a 
consideration which children will feel 
as well as others ; for there is nothing 
which will tend more to make a child 
obedient hereafter, than the fact that a 
parent freely forgives the past. 1 For 
his nam€s sake. On account of the 
name of Christ ; that is, in virtue of 
what he has done for us. In ver. 13, 
he, states another reason why he wrote 
to this same class — < because they had 
known the Father.' 

13. 1 write unto you, fathers. As 
there were special reasons for writing 
to children, so there were also for writ- 
ing to those who were more mature in 
life. The class here addressed would 
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* that is from the beginning. 

a c. 1. 1. 

embrace all those who were in advance 
of the v$aun(Sx(K, or young men, and 
would properly include those who were 
at the head of families. IT Because ye 
have known him that is from the be- 
ginning. That is, the Lord Jesus 
Cbrist. Notes, ch. i. 1. The argu- 
ment is, that they had been long ac- 
quainted with the principles of his re- 
Ugion, and understood well its doc- 
trines and duties. It cannot be cer- 
tainly inferred from this that they had 
had & personal acquaintance with the 
Lord Jesus, yet that this might have 
been is not impossible, for John had 
himself personally known him, and 
there may have been some among those 
to whom he wrote who had also seen 
and known him. If this were so, it 
would give additional impressiveness 
to the reason assigned here for writing 
to them, and for reminding them of the 
principles of that religion which they 
had learned from his own lips and ex- 
ample. But perhaps all that is neces- 
sarily implied in this passage is, that 
they had had long opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted with the religion of 
the Son of God, and that having under- 
stood that thoroughly, it was proper to 
address them as aged and established 
Christians, and to call on them to main- 
tain the true doctrines of the gospel, 
against the specious hut dangerous 
errors which then prevailed. ^ I write 
unto you, young men {vBoUaxoC)* This 
word would properly embrace those 
who were in the vigour of life, midway 
between children and old men. It is 
uniformly rendered young men in the 
Now Testament (Matt. xiz. 20, 22. 
Mark xiv. 51; xvi. 5. Luke vii. 14. 
Acts ii. 17 ; V. 10), and in the passages 
before us. It does no( elsewhere occur. 
It is commonly understood as embrac- 
ing those in the prime and vigour of 
manhood up to the period of about forty 
years. Rob, Lex, IT Because ye have 
20 
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write unto you, young men, be- 
cause ye have overcome the 



overcome the wicked one. That is, be- 
cause you have vigour (see the next 
verse), and that vigour you have showa 
by overcoming the assaults of the wick- 
ed one — the devil. You have tri- 
umphed over the passions which pre- 
vail in early life ; you have combatted 
the allurements of vice, ambition, covet- 
ousness, and sensuality ; and you have 
shown that there is a strength of char- 
acter and of piety on which reliance 
can be placed in promoting religioif. 
It is proper, therefore, to exhort you 
not to disgrace the victory which you 
have already gained, but to employ 
your vigour of character in maintain- 
ing the cause of the Saviour. The 
thing to which John appeals here is 
the energy of those at this period of 
life,. and it is proper at all times to 
make this the ground of appeal in ad* 
dressing a church. It is right to call 
on those who are in the prime of life, 
and who are endowed with energy of 
character, to employ their talents in the 
service of the Lord Jesus, and to stand 
up as the open advocates of truth. 
Thus the apostle calls on the three 
great classes into which a community 
or a church may be considered as di- 
vided — youth, because their sins were 
already forgiven, and, though young, 
they bad actually entered on a career 
of virtue and religion, a career which 
by all means they ought to be exhorted 
to pursue ; fathers^ or aged men,, be- 
cause they had had long experience in 
religion, and had a thorough acquaint- 
ance, with the doctrines and duties of 
the gospel, and they might be expected 
to stand steadfastly as examples to 
others; and young men, those who 
were in the vigour and prime of life, 
because they had shown that they had 
power to resist evil, and were endowed 
with strength, and it was proper to call 
on them to exert their vigour in the 
sacred cause of religion. V / write 
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wicked one. I wxite anto yoa, 
little children, becouse ye have 
known the Father. • 

unto you. Utile children. Many MSS. 
read hare, i have wriUen (tyM^)f in- 
stead of Ztm/e (ypo^w). This read- 
ing is found in both the ancient Syriac 
versioQi, and in the Coptic; it was 
followed by Origen, Cyril, Photius, and 
.OQcaflMiiiua; and it is adopted by 
Orotiiit, W\\, and Hahn, and is pro- 
bably tfaa true reading. The connec- 
tion seems to demand this. In vs. 12, 
13, the spostie uses the word ypa^ (7 
write'), in rektittii to children, fathers, 
and young men ; in the passage before 
UB, tiad in the nexi verse, he again ad- 
diesses chil^en, lathem, and young 
men,' and in relation to the two latter, 
he says ?ypa4a (/ have written). The 
connection, therefore, seems to demand 
that the same word should be employed 
here also. Some persons have sup- 
posed that the whole passage is spu- 
rious, but of that there is no evidence, 
and, as we have elsewhere seen, it is 
not uncommon for John to repeat a 
Mntineat, and to place it in a variety 
of lights, in order -that he might make 
it. cortain that he was not misappre- 
hend^. Some have supposed, also, 
that the expression <I liave written,' 
refers to some former epistle Hnrhicb is 
now lost, or to the Gospel by the saoie 
autiior^ which had been sent to them 
(i&jgf), and that he means h^e to re- 
mind them that he had written to them 
on some former occasion, inculcating 
the same sentiments which he now 
. expressed. Biit there is no evidence 
of this, and this supposition is nQ.t«xie^ 
cessary in order to a correct under- 
standing of the passage. In the former 
expression, * I write,* the state of raind 
would be that of one who fixed his at- 
tention on what he was then doing, and 
the particular reason why he did it — 
and the apostle states these reasons in 
vs. 12, 13. Tet it would not be un- 
natural fox him immediately to throw 
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14 I have written unto you, 
fathers, because ye have Known 
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bis mind into the past, and to state the 
reasons why he had resolved to write 
to them at all, and then to look at what 
he had purposed to say as already done, 
and to state the reasons why that was 
done. Thus one who sat down to 
write a letter to a friend, might appro- 
priately state in any part of the letter 
the reasons which had induced him to 
write at all to him on the subject If 
he fixed his attention on the fact that 
he was actually writing, and on the 
reasons why he wrote, he would ex- 
press himself in the present tense— i 
write; if on the previous purpose, or 
the reasons which induced him to write 
at all, he would use the past tense — / 
have written for such and such reasons. 
So John seems here, in order to make 
what he says emphatic, to refer to two 
states of his own mind, the one when 
be resolved to write, and the reasons 
which occurred to him then ; and the 
other when he was actually writing, 
and the reasons which occurred to him 
then. The reasons are indeed substan- 
tially the same, but they are contem- 
plated from different points of view, 
and that fact shows .that what he did 
was done with detiberation, and from 
a deep sense of duty. ^ Because ye 
have known the Father, In verse 12, 
the reason assigned for writing to this 
class is, that their sins were forgiven. 
The reason assigned here is, that in 
early life they had become acquainted 
with God as a Father. He desires 
that they would show themselves duti- 
ful and fiiithful children in this relation 
which they sustained to him. Even 
children may learn to regard God as 
their Father, and may have towards 
him all the aflectionate interest which 
grows out of this relation. 

14. J have written unto you, fathers, 
because, &c. The reason assigned 
here for writing to fathers is the same 



A.D.90.] 



CHAPTER U. 



him thca is from the begiDoing. 
I have wriUen unto you, young 
men, because ye are strong," 
and the word of God abideth " in 

a Ep. 6. 10. h Jno. 15. 7. 



which is given in the previous verse. 
It would seem that in respect to them, 
the apostle regarded this as a sufficient 
reason for writing to them, and only 
meant to enforce it by repeating it. 
The fact that they had through many 
years been acquainted with the doc- 
trines and duties of the true religion, 
seemed to him a sufficient reason for 
writing to them, and for exhorting them 
to a stead&st adherence to those prin- 
ciples and duties. IT J have written 
unto yoUi young men, because ye are 
tUrongf &c. The two additional cir- 
cumstances which he here mentions as 
reasons for writing to young men are, 
that they are strong, and that the word 
of God abides in them. The first of 
these reasons is, that they were strong ; 
that is, that they were qualified for 
active and useful service in the cause 
of the Redeemer. Children were yet 
too young and feeble to appeal to them 
by iiia motive, and the powers of the 
aged were exhausted; but those who 
were in the vigour of life might foe 
called upon for active service in the 
cause of the Lord Jesus. The same 
appeal may be made now to the same 
clas^, and the fact that they are thus 
vigorous is a proper ground of exhorta- 
tion, for the church needs their active 
services, and they are bqiind to devote 
their powers to the cause of truth. The 
other additional ground of appeal is, 
that the word of God abode in them ; 
that is, that those of this claas to whom 
he wrote had showed, perhaps in time 
oftemptation, that they adhered firmly 
to the principles of religion. They 
had not flinched from an open defence 
of the truths of religion when assailed ; 
they had not been seduced by the plau- 
sible arts of the advocates of error, but 
they had had strength to overcome the 



you, and ye have overcome • the 
wicked one. 

15 Love '^ not the worlds ne^ 
ther the things that are in the . 
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wicked one. The reason here fdf ap- 
pealing to this class is, that, in fact * 
they had showed that they could be 
relied on, and it was proper to. depend 
on them to advocate the great princi- 
ples of Christianity. 

15. Love not the wbrld. The term 
world seems to be used in theScdp* 
tures in three senses : (!•) A« dendling 
the physical' univerflei tl^ world as it 
appears to the eye ; the worU cons^ered 
as the work of God, as a material 
creation, (2.) The world .as applied to 
-the people that reside in it-^the world 
of mankind.'* (3.) As the dwellers on 
the earth are by nature without religion, 
and act under a set of maxims, aim#, 
and principles that have reference only 
to this life, the term comes to be used 
with reference to that community ; tiiat 
is, to the objects which they peculiarly 
seek, and the principles by which they 
are actuated. Considered witH refer- 
ence to the first sense of the word, it is 
not improper to love the vforld as the 
work of God, and as illustrating his 
perfections; for, we may suppose that 
God loves his own works, and if U not 
wrong that we should find pleasure in 
their contemplation. Considered with 
reference to the second sense of the 
word, it is not wrong .to love the people 
of the world wiUi a love of benevi^ence, 
and to have attachment to our kindred 
and friends who constitute a part of it, 
though they are not Christians. It it 
only with reference to the word as used 
in the third sense that the command 
here can be understood to be applicable, 
or thftt the love of the world is forbid- 
den; with reference to the objects 
sought, the maxims that prevail, the 
principles that reign in that community 
that lives for this world as contradis- 
tingoiahed from the world to come. 
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world. If * any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. 

16 For all thai u in the 

« Mat. 6. 34. Oa. 1. la Ja. 4. 4. 



The meaning is, that we are not to fix 
our afiections on worldly objects— on 
what the world can forniih—- aa oor 
portion, with the spirit with which 
they do who live only for this world, 
regardless of the life to come. We are 
not to make this world the object of 
oar chief affection ; we are not to be 
inflaenced by the maxims and feelings 
which prevail among those who do. 
Comp. Notes on Rom. xiL 2, and James 
iv. 4. See also Matt. xvi. 26. Luke ix. 
25. 1 Cor. i. 20 ; iii. 19. Gal. !▼. 3. 
Col. ii. 8. 1 Neither the thingi that 
are in the world. Referred to in the 
next verse as < the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.' 
This explanation shows what John 
meant by * the things that are in the 
world.' He does not say that we are 
!n no sense to love any thing that is in 
the material world ; that we are to feel 
no interest in flowers, and streams, and 
forests, and fountains ; that we are to 
have no admiration for what God has 
done as the Creator of all things ; that 
we are to cherish no love for any of the 
inhabitants of the world, our friends 
and kindred ; or that we are to pursue 
none of the objects of this life in mak- 
ing provision for our families ; hut that 
we are not to love the things which 
are sought merely to njimper the appe- 
tite, to please the eyV or to promote 
pride in living. These are the objects 
sought by the people of the world; 
these are not the objects to be sought 
by the Christian. IT If any man love 
the worldy &c If, in this sense, a 
man loves the world, it shows that he 
has no true religion ; that is, if, charac- 
teristically, he loves the world as his 
portion, and lives for that ; if it is the 
ruling principle of his life to gain and 
enjoy that, it shows that his heart has 



world, the lust of the flesh, ^ and 
the lust of the ' eyes, and the 
pride '' of life, is not of the Fa- 
ther, but is of the world. 

frSPe.8. 10. c Pa. 119. 37. rfP8.73.6. 



never been renewed, and that he has 
no part with the children of God. See 
Notes on James iv, 4. Matt. vi. 24. 

16. For all that is in the world* 
That is, ail that really constitutes the 
world, or that enters into the aims and 
purposes of those who live for this life. 
Ail that that community lives for may 
be comprised under the following 
things. % The iust of the flesh. The 
word hut is used here in the general 
sense of desire, or that which is the 
object of desire, not in the narrow 
sense in which it is now commonly 
used to denote libidinous passion. See 
Notes on James i. 14. The phrase 
< the lust of the flesh* here denotes that 
which pampers the appetites, or all that 
is connected with the indulgence of the 
mere animal propensities. A large part 
of the world lives for little more than 
this. This is the lowest form of 
worldly indulgence ; those which are 
immediately specified being of a higher 
order, though still merely worldly. 
1 And the lust of the eyes. That 
which is designed merely to gratify 
the sight This would include, of 
course, costly raiment, jewels, gor- 
geous furniture, splendid palaces, plea- 
sure grounds, &c. The object is to 
refer to the gay vanities of this world, 
the thing on which the eye deFights 
to rest where there is no higher ob- 
ject of life. It does not, of course, 
mean that the eye is never to be grati- 
fied, or that we can find as much 
pleasure in an ugly as in a handsome 
object, or that it is sinful to find plea- 
sure in beholding objects of real beauty, 
for the world, as formed by it* Creator, 
is full of such things, and he could not 
but have intended that pleasure should 
enter the soul through the eye, or that 
the beauties which he has shed so lav* 
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17 And • the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but 
he that doeth the, will of God 
abideth for ever. 

18 Little children, it is the 

aPB.39.6. 1 Co. 7. 31. 



ishly over his works should contribute 
to the happiness of his creatures, but 
the apostle refers to this when it is 
the great and leading object of life; 
when it is sought without any connec- 
tion with religion or reference to the 
world to com6. IT And the pride of 
life* The word here used mean^ pro- 
perly ostentation or boasting, and then 
arrogance or pride. Rob, Lex. It re- 
fers to whatever there is that tends to 
promote pride, or that is an index of 
pride, such as the ostentatious display 
of dress, equipage, furniture, &c. IT Is 
not of the Father, Does not proceed 
from God, or meet with his approba- 
tion. It is not of the nature of true 
religion to seek these things, nor can 
their pursuit be reconciled with the 
existence of real piety in the heart. 
The sincere Christian has nobler ends, 
and he who has not any higher ends, 
and whose conduct and feelings can 
all be accounted for by a desire for 
these things, cannot be a true Chris- 
tian. ^ But is of the world. Is ori- 
ginated solely by the objects and pur- 
poses of this IHe, where religion and 
the life to come are excluded. 

17. And the world passeth away. 
Every thing properly constituting this 
world where religion is excluded. The 
reference here does not seem to be so 
much to the material world, as to the 
scenes of show and vanity which make 
up the world. These things are pass- 
ing away like the shifting scenes of the 
stage. See Notes on 1 Cor. vii. 31. 
IT And the lust thereof. All that is 
here so much the object of desire. 
These things are like a pageant, which 
only amuses the eye for a moment, and 
Ihen disappeara for ever. ^ But he\ 
29* 
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last * time : and as ye have heard 
^ that antichrist shall come, even 
now are there many antichrists; 
whereby we know that it is the 
last time. 

h He. 1. S2. e Matt. 34. 34. 1 Ti. 4. 1. 



thai doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever. This cannot mean that he will 
never die, but it means that he has 
built his happiness on a basis which is 
secure, and which can never pass away. 
Comp. Notes on Matt vii. 24 — 27. 

18. Little children. See ver.l. ^ It 
is the last time. The closing period 
or dispensation ; that dispensation in 
which the aiSatrs of the world are ulti- 
mately to be woqnd up. The apostle 
does not, however, say that the end of 
the world would soon occur, nor does 
he intimate how long this dispensation 
would be. That period might con- 
tinue through many ages or centuries, 
and still be the last dispensation, or 
that in which the affairs of the world 
would be finally closed. See Notes oa 
Isa. ii. 2. Acts it. 17. Heb. i. 2. Some 
have supposed that the « last time' here, 
refers to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the end of the Jewish economy ; 
but the more natural interpretation is 
to refer it to the last dispensation of 
the world, and to suppose that the 
apostle meant to say that there were 
clear evidences that that period had 
arrived. IF And as ye have heard thai 
antichrist shall come. The word anti- 
christ occurs in the New Testament 
only in these epistles of John. 1 John 
ii. IS, 22 ; iv. 3. 2 John 7. The pro- 
per meaning of arUi (cWO in compo- 
sition is (1.) over'Ugainstt as cU/rwot'- 
■ffw; {^.y contrary to, as m/nxiyeti; ; 
(3.) reciprocity, as dwcw<o5t6«jttfr ; 
(4.) substitution, as drf^jSacreXsv;* in 
the place of the king, or di/^7ta^o$— 
'proeonsuL The word antichrist, there- 
fore, might denote any one who either 

IS or claimed to be in the place of 
Christ, or one who, for any cause, was 
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in oppotitiofi to lum. The word, fur- 
ther, would apply to one opposed to 
him, on wbatoyer ground the opposition 
might be ; whether it were open and 
avowedi or whether it were only in fact, 
me refulting from certain claime which 
were adyerse to hie, or which were in- 
consietent with his. Atnu-functumary, 
or an oppeiing funeUonary, woald be 
fhe idea which the word would natur- 
ally suggest If the word stood alone, 
and there were nothing said further to 
explain its meaning, we should think, 
when the word aniichritt was used, 
either of one who claimed to be the 
Christy and who thus was a rival; or 
of one who stood in oppositioB to him 
on some other ground. That which 
con^tttted the characteristics of anti- 
Christ, according to John, who only 
has used the word, he has himself 
stated : ver. 82, < Who is a liar, but he 
that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? 
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son «* ch. iv. 8, < And every 
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, is not of 
God ; and this is that spirit of anti- 
christ ;'^ 2 John 7, * For many deceivers 
are entered into the world, who confess 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh. This is a deceiver and an anti- 
Christ.' From this it is clear, that John 
understood by the word all those that 
denied that Jesus is the Messiah, or 
that the Messiah has come in the flesh. 
If they held that Jesus was a deceiver, 
and that he was not the Christ ; or if 
they maintained that, though Christ 
had come> he had not come in the flesh, 
that is, with a proper humaif nature, 
this showed that such persons had the 
spirit of antichrist. They arrayed them- 
selves against him, and held doctrines 
which were in fact in entire opposition 
to the Son of God. It would appear 
then that John does not use the word 
in the sense which it would bear as de- 
noting one who set up a rival claim, or 
who came in the place of Christ, but 
in the sense of those who were opfMMed 



to him by denying essential doctrines 
in regard to his person and advent. It 
is not certainly known to what per- 
sons he refers, but it would seem not 
improbable to Jewish adversaries (see 
Suicer's Thesaur. s. voc), or to some 
forms of the Gnostic belief. See Notes 
on ch. iv« 2. The doctrine respecting 
antichrist, as stated in the New Teata- 
ment, may be summed up in the fol- 
lowing particulars: (I.) That there 
would be those, perhaps in considerable 
numbers, who would openly claim to 
be the Christ, or the true Messiah. 
Matt xxiv. 5, 24. (2.) That there 
would be a spirit, which would manifest 
itself early in the church, that would 
strongly tend to some great apostacy 
under some one head at leader, or to a 
concentration on an individaal, or a 
succession of individuals, who would 
have eminently the spirit of antichrist, 
though for a time the development of 
that spirit would be hindered or re- 
strained. See Notes on 2 Thess. ii. 1 
—7. (3.) That this would be ulli- 
mately concentrated on a single leader 
— "the man of sin" — and embodied 
under some great apostacy, at the head 
of which would be that ** man of sin." 
2 Thess. ii. 3, 4, 8, 9, 10. It is to this 
that Paul particularly refers, or this is 
the view which be took of this apo»- 
tacy, and it is this which he particularly 
describes. (4.) That, in the mean time, 
and before the elements of the great 
apostacy should be concentrated and 
embodied, there might not be a few 
who Would partake of the same general 
spirit, and who would be equally op- 
posed to Christ in their doctrines and 
aims; that is, who would embody in 
themselves the essential spirit of anti- 
christ, and by whose appearing it might 
be known that the last dispensation 
had come. It is to these that John re- 
fers, and these he found in his own 
i^e. Paul fixed the eye on future 
timea, when the spirit of antichrist 
should be embodied under a distinct 
and mighty organization ; John on his 
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own time, and fonnd then essentially 
what it had been predicted would occur 
in the church. He here says that they 
had been taught to expect that anti- 
christ would come under the last dis- 
pensation, and it is implied that it could 
be ascertained that it was the last time, 
from the fact that the predicted opposer 
of Christ had come. The reference is 
probably to the language of the Saviour, 
that before the end should be, and as a 
sign that it was coming, many would 
arise claiming to be Christ, and, of 
course, practically denying that he was 
the Christ. Matt xxiv. &. « Many shall 
come in my name, saying, 1 am Christ; 
and shall deceive many." ver. 24. 
« And there shall arise false Christs, and 
false prophets; and they shall show 
great signs and wonders, insomuch 
that if it were possible, they shall de- 
ceive the very elect." This prediction 
it is probable the apostles had referred 
to wherever they had preached, so that 
there was a general expectation that one 
or more persons would appear claiming 
to be the Christ, or maintaining sueh 
opinions as to be inconsistent with the 
true doctrine that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. Such persons, John says, had then 
in fact appeared, by which it could be 
known that they were living under the 
closing dispensation of the world re- 
ferred to by the Saviour. Comp. Notes 
on 2 Thess. ii. 2 — 5. IT Even now ore, 
there many antichrists. There are 
many who have the characteristics 
which it was predicted that antichrist 
would have; that is, as explained 
above, there are many who deny that 
Jesus is the Messiah, or who deny that 
he has come in the flesh. If they main- 
tained that Jesus was an impostor and 
not the true Messiah, or if, though they 
admitted that the Messiah had con^e, 
they affirmed, as the Docets did (Note 
on ch. iv. 2), that he had come in ap- 
pearance only, and not really come in 
the flesh, this was the spirit of anti- 
christ John says that there were 
many such persons in hxA in his time. 



It would seem from this that John did 
not refer to a single individual, or to a 
succession of individuals who should 
come previous to the winding i^p of 
the affairs of the world, as Paul did 
(2 Thess. ii. 2, seq.), but that he under- 
stood that there might be many at the 
same time who would evince the spirit 
of antichrist Both he and Paul, how 
ever, refer to the expectation that befom 
the coming of the Saviour to judge the 
world, there would be prominent ad- 
versaries of the Christian religion, and 
that the end would not come until such 
adversaries appeared. Paul goes more 
into detail, and describes the eharactei^ 
istics of the great apostacy more at 
length (2 Thess. ii. 2, seq. ITim. iv; 
1, seq. 2 Tim. iii. 1, seq.) ; John Jays, 
not that the appearing of these persona 
indicated that the end of the world waa 
near, but that they had such character- . 
< istics as to show that they were living 
in the last dispensation \ Paul so de- 
scribes them as to show that the end 
of the world was not to be immediately 
expected (Notes on 2 Thess. ii. 1, seq.) ; 
John, without referring to that point, 
says, that thero were enough of that 
character then to prove that the last 
dispensation had come, though he doiis 
not say how long it would continue. 
IT Whereby we know it is the last time. 
They have the characteristics which it 
was predicted many would have before 
the -end of the world should come. 
The evidence that it was < the last time/ 
or the closing dispensation of the world, 
derived from the appearing of these 
persons, consists simply in the fact that 
it was predicted that such persons would 
appear under the Christian, or the last 
dispensation. Matt." xxiv. 6, 24 — 27. 
Their appearance was to precede the 
coming of the Saviour, though it is 
not said how long it would precede 
that ; but at any time the appearing of 
such persons would be an evidence that 
it was the closing dispensation of the 
world, for the Saviour, in his predic- 
tions respecting them, had said that 



844 



L JOHN. 



[A. D. 90. 



19 They went oat from us, 
but they were not of U8; for* if 

a S Ti. 3. 19. 

they woaM appear before bt should 
gretum to jttdgmeat. It cannot now 
}fe determioed preciselj lo wbat classes 
of penons there is refeneace here, be- 
oause we know too little of the religious 
•tato of the times to which the apostle 
refera. No one can prove, however, 
that there were not persons at that time 
who so fully corresponded to the pre- 
dictions of the Saviour as to be a com- 
plete fulfillment of what he said, and 
to demonstrate that the last age had 
truly come. It would seem probable 
that there may have been reference to 
some Jewish adversaries, who denied 
that Jesus was the Messiah {Bob. Lex.), 
or to some persons who had already 
broached the doctrine of the Doeetx 
that, though Jesus was the Messiah, 
yet that he was a man in appearance 
only, and had not really come in the 
flesh. Classes of persons of each de- 
scription abounded in the early ages 
of the church. 

19. Jhey went out from us. From 
the church. That is, they had once 
been professors of the religion of the 
Saviour, though their apostacy showed 
that they never had any true piety. 
John refers to the fact that they had 
once been in the church, perhaps to 
remind those to whom he wrote that 
they knew them well, and could readily 
appreciate their character. It was a 
humiliating statement that those who 
■bowed themselves to be so utterly op- 
posed to religion had once been mem- 
bers of the Christian church ; but this 
.is a statement which we are often com- 
pelled to make. IT Btit they were not 
of us. That is, they did not really 
belong to us, or were not true Chris- 
tians. See Notes on Matt. vii. 23. 
This passage proves that these persons, 
whatever their pretensions and profes- 
sions may have been, were never sin- 
cere Christians. The same remark 



they had been of us, they would 
no doubt have continued with us : 



may be made of all who apostatize 
from the ^th, and become teachere of 
error. They never were truly con- 
verted; never belonged really to the 
spiritual church of Christ. IT Far if 
they had been of us. If they had been 
sincere and true Christians. IT They 
would no doubt have continued with 
us. The words *no doubC are sap- 
plied by our translators, but the affir- 
mation is equally strong without them : 
« they would have remained with us.' 
This affirms, without any ambiguity or 
qualification, that if they had been true 
Christians they would have, remained 
in the church ; that is, they would not 
have apostatized. There could not be 
a more positive affirmation than that 
which is implied here, that those who 
are true Christians will continue to be 
such; or that the saints will not fall 
away from grace. John affirms it of 
these persons, that if they had been true 
Christians they would never have de- 
parted from the church. He makes 
the declaration so general that it may 
be regarded as a universal truth, that 
if any are truly < of us ;' that is, if they 
are true Christians, they will continue 
in the church, or will never fall away. 
The statement is so made also as to 
teach that if any do fall away from the 
church, the fact is full proof that they 
never had any religion, for if they had 
had they would have remained stead- 
fast in the church. 1 But they went 
out, thai they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us. It was 
suffered or permitted in the providence 
of God that this should occur, in order 
that it might be seen and known that 
they were not true Christians, or in 
order that their real character might be 
developed. It was desirable that this 
should be done (a) in order that the 
church might be purified from their in- 
fluence. Comp. Notes on John xv. % ; 
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be madk manifest * that they 
were not all of us. 



{b) in order that it might not be re- 
sponsible for their conduct, or re- 
proached on account of it ; (c) in order 
that their real character might be de- 
Teloped, and they might themselves see 
that they were not true Christians ^ (d) 
in order that, being seen and known as 
apostates, their opinions and conduct 
might have less influence than if they 
were connected with the church ; (e) 
in order that they might themselves 
understand their own true character, 
and no longer live under the delusive 
opinion that they were Christians and 
were safe, but that, seeing themselves 
in their true light, they might be 
brou^t to repentance. For there is 
only a most slender prospect that any 
who are deceived in the chnrch will 
ever be brought to true repentance 
there ; and slight as is the hope that 
one who apostatizes will be, such an 
event is much more probable than it 
would be if he remained in the church. 
Men are more likely to 'be converted 
when their character is known tmd 
understood, than they are when play- 
ing a game of deception, or are them- 
selves deceived. What is here affirm- 
ed of these persons often occurs now ; 
and those who have no true religion 
are oflen suffered to -apostatize from 
their profession for the same purposes. It 
is better that they should cease to have 
any connection with tbei church than 
that they should remain in it ; and God 
often sufiers them t6 fall away even 
from the profession of religion, in order 
that they may not do injury as profess- 
ing Christians. This very important 
passage, then, teaches the following 
things : (1.) That when men aposta- 
tize from the profession of religion, and 
embrace fatal error, or live in sin, it 
proves that they never had any true 
piety. (2.) The fact that such persons 
fall away cannot be adduced to prove 
that Christians ever fall from grace, for 



it demonstrates nothing on libaf point, 
but proviii only tliat these persons ne- 
ver had any real piety. They may 
have had -oKich i]iat seemed to be reli* 
gion; they may have been iealou% 
and apparently devoted to God,, and 
may even have had much comfort aad 
peace in what they took to bo^ piety ; 
they may have been eminently * gifted' 
in prayer, or may have even been suc- 
cessful preachers of the gospel, but alt 
this does not prove that they ever' had 
any piety, nor does the fact that such 
persons apostatize from their profession 
throw any light on a question quite 
foreign to this — whether true Christians 
ever fall from grace. Comp. Matt vii. 
22, 23. (3.) The passage before us 
proves that if any are true Christians 
they will remain in the church, or will 
certainly persevere and be saved. They 
may indeed backslide grievously ; they 
may wander far away, and pain the 
hearts of their brethren, and give occa- 
sion to the enemies of religion to speak 
reproachfully, but the apostle says * if 
they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us.* (4.) One of the 
best evidences of true piety is found in 
the fact of continuing with the church. 
I do not mean nominally and formally, 
but really and spiritually, having the 
heart with the church ; loving its peace 
and promoting its welfare ; identifying 
ourselves with real Christians, and 
showing that we are ready to co-operate 
with those who love the Lord Jesus 
and his cause. (5.) The main reason 
why professing Christians are suffered 
to apostatize is to show that they had 
no true religion. It is desirable that 
they should see it themselves ; desira- 
ble that others should see it also. It 
is better that it should be known that 
they had no true religion than that 
they should remain in the church to be 
a burden on its movements, and a re* 
proadi to tbe cause. By being allowed 
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thus to Mparate themselvM from the 
cbarch, they mat/ be brought to re- 
member their violated vows, and the 
church will be free from the reproach 
of having those in its bosom wlio are a 
dishonour to the Christian name. We 
are not to wonder, then, if persons 
apostatize who have been professors, of 
true religion ; and we are not ta sup- 
pose that the greatest injury is done to 
the cause when they do it. A greater 
injury by far is done when such per- 
sons remain in the church. 

20. But ye have an unction from 
the Holy One. The i^postle in this 
verse evidently intends to say that he 
had no apprehension in regard to those 
to whom he jfvrote that they would thus 
apostatize, and hring dishonour on their 
religioH. They had been so anointed 
' by th» Holy Sj^rit that they under- 
stood tbB Oue nature of religion, and 
it Might be cocrfidentiy expected that 
they would pei^severe. The word unc- 
Uon or anomUng {xpi^fta) means pro* 
peiily '• something rubbed in or ointed ;' 
«il for aoointing, ointment; then it 
means an anointing. • The fUlusion ia 
to the tmointkig of kings and priests, 
or their inauguration or coronation 
(1 Sam.'x. 1 ; xvi. 13. Ex. xxviii. 41 ; 
±1. 15. Comp. Notes on Matt i. 1), 
and the idea seems to have been that 
the oil thus used was emblematic of the 
gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit as 
qualifying them for the discharge of the 
deities of their office. Christians, in 
the New Testament, are described as 
* lungs and priests* (Rev. i. 6; v. 10), 
and as a < royal priesthood' (Notes 1 
Pet ii. .5, 9), and hence they are re- 
presented as anointedf or as endowed 
with those graces of the Spirit of which 
anointing was the emblem. The phrase 
< the Holy One' refers here doubtless to 
the Holy Spirit, that Spirit whose in- 
fluences are imparted to the people of 
Ood, to enlighten, to sanctify, and to 



from the Holy One, and ye know 

^ all things. 



comfort them in their trials. The par- 
ticular reference here is to the infla- 
encea of that Spirit as giving them 
clear and just views of the nature of 
religion, and thus securing them from 
error and apostacy. ^ And ye know 
aU things. That is, all things which 
it is essential that you should know on 
the subject of religion. See Notes oo 
John xvi. 13. 1 Cor. iL 16. The mean- 
ing cannot be that they knew all things 
pertaining to history, to science, to 
literature, and to the arts; but that, 
under the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
they^tad been made so thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the truths and duties of 
the Christian religion, that they might 
be regarded as safe from the danger of 
fatal error. The same may be said of 
all true Christians now, that they are 
so taught by the Spirit of God, that 
they have a practical acquaintance with 
what religion is, and with what it re- 
quires, and are secure from falling into 
fatal error. In regard to the general 
meaning of this verse, then, it may be 
observed: I. That it does not mean 
any one of the following things: (1.) 
That Christians are literally instructed 
by the Holy Spirit in ail things, or 
that they literally understand all sub- 
jects. The teaching, whatever it may 
be, refers only to religion. (2.) It is 
not meant that any new faculties of 
mind are conferred on them, or any 
increased intellectual endowmente, 1^ 
their religion. It is not a fact that 
Christians, as such, are superior in 
mental endowments to others ; not that 
by their religion they have any mental 
traita which they had not before their 
conversion. Paul, Peter, and John, 
had essentially the same mental char- 
acteristics after their conversion which 
they had before ; and the same is true 
of all Christians. (3.) It is not meant 
that any new truth is revealed to the 
mind by the Holy Spirit All the 
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trath that is brought before the mind 
of the Christian is to be found in the 
word of God, and revelation, as such, 
was completed when the Bible was 
finished. (4.) It is not meant that any 
thing is perceived by Christians which 
they had not the natural faculty for 
perceiving before their conversion, or 
which other men have not also the 
natural faculty for perceiving. The 
difficulty with men is not a defect of 
natural faculties, it is in the blindness 
of the heart. II. The statement here 
made by John does imply, it is sup- 
posed, the following things : (1.) That 
the minds of Christians are so enlight- 
ened that they have a new perception 
of the truth. They see it in a light in 
which they did not before. They see 
it as truth. They see its beauty, its 
force, its adaptedness to their condition 
and wants. They understand the sub- 
ject of religion better than they once 
did, and better than others do. What 
was once dark fiyppeaTs now plain; 
what once had no beauty to. their 
minds now appears beautiful; what 
was once repellant is now attractiye. 
(2.) They see this to be true; that is, 
they see it in such a light that they can- 
not doubt that it is true. They have 
•nch views of the doctrines of religion 
ihat they have no doubt that they are 
true, and are willing on the belief of their 
truth to lay down their lives, and stake 
their eternal interests. (3.) Their 
knowledge of truth is enlarged. They 
become acquainted with more truths 
than they would have known if they 
had not been under the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit Their range of thought 
is greater ; their vision more extended 
as well as more clear. III. The evi- 
dence that this is so, is found in the 
following things : (1.) The express 
statements of Scripture. See 1 Cor. ii. 
14, 15, and the Notes on that passage. 
Comp. John xvi. 13, 14. (2.) It is a 
matter of fact that it is so. (a) Men 
by nature do not perceive any beauty 
ia the truths of religion. They are 



distasteful to them, or they are repul- 
sive and offensive. <To the Jew the 
doctrine of the cross is a stumbling- 
block, and to the Greek foolishness.' 
They may see indeed the .force of an 
argument, but they do not see the 
beauty of the way of salvation. (6) 
When they are converted they do. 
These things • appear to them to be 
changed, and they see them in a new 
light, and perceive a beauty in them 
which they never did before, (c) There 
is often a surprising developement of 
religious knowledge when persons are 
converted. They seem to understand 
the way of salvation, and the whole 
subject of religion, in a manner and to 
an extent which cannot be accounted 
for, except on the supposition of a 
teaching from above, (dy This is 
manifest also in the knowledge which 
persons otherwise ignorant exhibit oa 
the subject of religion. With few ad- 
vantages for education,'and with no re- 
markable telents, th^ show an ac- 
quaintance with the truth, a knowledge 
of religion, an ability to defiend the doo- 
trines of Christianity, and to instruct 
others in the way of sdvation, whi<^ 
could have been derived only fi'om some 
source superior to themselves. , Com(W 
John vii. 15. Acta iv. 13. re) 'The 
same thing is shown by their aahereme 
to truth in the midst of persecution, 
and simply because they perceive that 
for which they die to be the truth. And 
is there any thing incredible in this 1 
May not the mind see what truth is ? 
How do we judge of an axiom ii) 
mathematics, or of a proposition that js 
demonstrated, but by the fact that the 
mind perceives it to be true, and cannot 
doubt it 1 And may it not be so In 
regard to religious truth — especially 
when that truth is seen to accord with 
what we know of ourselves, our lost 
condition as sinners, and our need 
of a Saviour, and when we see 
that the truths revealed in the Scrip- 
tures are exactly adapted to oar 
wantel 
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21 I have not written unto 
you because ye know not the 
truth, but because ye know it, 
and that no lie is of the truth. 



21. I have not written unto you be- 
cause ye know not the truth. You are 
not to regard my writing to you in this 
•arnest manner as any evidence that I 
do not suppose you to be acquainted 
with religion and its duties. Some, per- 
haps, might have been disposed to put 
this construction on what he had said, 
but he assures them thut that was not 
the reason why he had thus addressed 
Iham. The yery fact that thejr did 
undenstand the subject of religion».he 
s»y8, was rather tbe iVMon why he 
wrote to Itxem. ^ But beoause yt know 
it. Thia was the grornid of hia hope 
that hb appeal woold he efiectual. If 
they had never kqown what religion 
WHS ; if they were ignorant of its na- 
ture and its claims, he would have had 
Much leM hope of being able to guard 
thean against error, and of securing 
their steady walk in the path of piety. 
We may -always make a strong and 
confident appeal to those who really 
understand what the nature of religion 
18, and what are the evidences of its 
truth. IT And thai no Ue ia of the 
truth. No form of error, however 
plausible it may appear, however in- 
geniontly it may be defended, and how- 
ever much it may seem to be favoura- 
ble to human virtue and happiness, can 
be founded in truth. What the apostle 
says here has somewhat the aspect of 
a truism, but it contains a real truth of 
vital importance, and one which should 
have great influence in determining 
our minds in regard to any proposed 
opinion or doctrine. Error often ap- 
pears plausible. It seems to be adapted 
to relieve the mind of many difficulties 
which perplex and embarrass it on the 
subject of religion. It seems to be 
adapted to promote religion. It seems 
to make those who embrace it happy. 



22 Who is a liar, but he that' 
denieth that Jesus is the Christ 1 
he is antichrist, that denieth the 
Father and the Son. 
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and for a time they apparently enjoy 
religion. But John says that however 
plausible all this may be, however 
much it may seem to prove that the 
doctrines thus embraced are of God, it 
is a great and vital maxim that no error 
can have its foundation in truth, and, 
of course, thai it must be worthless. 
The grand question is, what is truth ; 
and when that is determined we can 
easily settle the inquiries which come 
up about the various doctrines that are 
abroad in the world. Mere plausible 
appearan<^s, or temporary good results 
that may grow out of a doctrine, do 
not prove that ii is based on truth ; for 
whatever those results may be, it is 
impossible that any error, however 
plausible, should have its origin in the 
truth. 

22. Who is a Uar, That is, who is 
false; who maintains an erroneous 
doctrine ; who is an impostor, if he is 
not ? The object of the apostle is to 
specify one of the prevailing forms of 
error, and to show that, however plau- 
sible the arguments might be by which 
it was defended, it was impossible that 
it should be true. Their own know- 
ledge of the nature of religion must 
convince them at once that this opinion 
was false. IT That denieth that Jesus 
is the Christ, It would seem that the 
apostle referred to a class who admitted 
that Jesus lived, but who denied that 
he was the true Messiah* On what 
grounds they did this, is unknown ; but 
to maintain this was, of course, the 
same as to maintain that he was an 
impostor. The ground taken may have 
been that he had not the characteristics 
ascribed to the Messiah in tbe prophets ; 
or that he did not furnish evidence that 
he was sent from God ; or that he was 
an enthusiast. Or, perhaps, some pe- 
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denieth the 



Son, the same hath not the Fa- 

a Jno. IS, 23. 



CHliar form of efror may be referred to, 
like that which is said to have been 
held by Gorinthus, who in his doctrine 
separated Jesus from Christ, maintain- 
ing them to be two distinct persons. 
Doddridge. IT He is antichrist. Notes, 
▼er. 18. He has all the characteristics 
and attributes of antichrist \ or, a doc- 
trine which practically involves the 
denial of both the Father and the Son, 
must be that of antichrist. ^ That 
denieth the Father and the Son. That 
denies the peculiar truths pertaining to 
God the Father, and to the Son of God. 
The charge here is not that they en- 
tertained incorrect views of God as s»ch 
— as Almighty, eternal, most wise, and 
good; but that they denied the doc- 
trines which religion taught respecting 
God as Father and Son. Their opi- 
nions tended to a denial of what was 
revealed respecting God as a Father — 
not in the general sense of being the 
Father of the universe, but in the par- 
ticular sense of his relation to the Son. 
It cannot be supposed that th^y denied 
the existence and perfections of God as 
such, nor that they denied that God 
is a Father in the relation which he 
sustains to the universe; but the 
meaning must be that what they held 
went to a practical denial of that which 
is peculiar to the true Grod, considered 
as sustaining the relation of a Father 
to his Son Jesuls Christ. Correct views 
of the Father could not be held without 
correct views of the Son ; correct views 
of the Son could not be held without 
correct views of the Father. The doc- 
trines respecting the Father and the 
Son were so connected that one could 
not be held without holding the other, 
and one could not be denied without 
denying Uie other. Comp. Notes on 
Matt. xi. 27. John v. 23. No man 
ean have just views of God the Father 
who has not right apprehensions of the 
30 



ther : [&u<] he that acknowledge 
eth the Son, hath the Fat^r 
also. 



Sod. As a matter of fact in the world, 
men have right apprehensions of God 
only when they have correct views of 
the character of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
23. Whosoever denieth the Son, the 
same hath not the Father. That is, 
has no just views of the Father, and 
has no evidence of his friendship* It 
is only by the Son of God that th« 
Father is made known to men (Matt 
xi, 27. Heb. i. 2, 3), and it is only 
through him that we' can become re- 
conciled to God, and obtain evidence 
of his faVour. Notes oa John v. 23. 
IT But he th&l acknowledgeth the Sou, 
'hath the Father also. ThVir passage, 
in the oemmon version oi the. New 
Testament, is {nrinted in italics^ as if it 
were not in the original, but was sup- 
plied by the translators. Ik hi true that 
it is not found in all the MSS. and vei^ 
sions ; but it is found in aiarge 'tram- 
her of MSS., and in the Vulgatey the 
Syriac, the iEthiopic, the Coptic, the 
Armenian, and the Arabic versions, and 
in the critical editions of Grieabach, 
Tittman, and Hahn. It is probable, 
therefore, that it should be regarded as 
a genuine portion of the sacfed text. 
It is 'much in the style of J»hn, and 
though not necessary to complete ihe 
sense, yet it well suits tb^ connection. 
As it was true that if on^ ^^liied the 
Son of God he could have no preten- 
sions to any proper acquaintance with 
the Father, so it seemed to follow that 
if any one had any proper knowledge 
of the Son of God, and made a suit- 
able confession of him, he had evidence 
that he was acquainted with the Fa- 
ther. Comp. John xvii. 3. Rom. x. 9. 
Though, therefore, this passage was 
wanting in many of the MSS. con- 
sulted by the translators of the Bible, 
and though in printing it in the man- 
ner in which they have, they showed 
the great caution with which they acted 
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24 Let * that therefore abide 
in you which ye have heard from 
the beginning. If that which 
ye have heard from the begin- 
ning shall remain in you, ye also 
shall continue in the Son, and 
in the Father. 

in admiUing any thing doubtful into 
their translation, yet the paaeage should 
be restored to the text, and be regarded 
as a genuine portion of the word of 
God. The great truth can never be 
too clearly stated, or too often incul- 
cated, that it is only by a knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ that we can 
have any true acquaintance with God, 
and that all who have just views of the 
Saviour are in fact acquainted with the 
true God, and are heirs of eternal life. 

24. Let that therefore abide in you. 
Adhere steadfastly to it ; let the truth 
obtain a permanent lodgement in the 
soul. In view of its great importance, 
and its influence on your happiness 
here and hereafter, let it never depart 
from you. IT Which ye have heard 
from the beginning. That is, the 
same doctrines which you have always 
been taught respecting the Son of God 
and the way of salvation. Notes, ver. 7. 
% Ye ako shall continue in the Son, 
and in the Father, Truly united to 
the Son and to the Father ; or having 
evidence of the favour and friendship 
of the Son and the Father. 

25. And this is the promise that he 
hath promised us, even eternal life. 
This is evidently added to encourage 
them in adhering to the truths which 
they had embraced respecting the Son 
of God. In maintaining these truths 
they had the promise of eternal life; in 
departing from them they had none, 
for the promise of heaven in our world 
is made only to those who embrace 
one class of doctrines or opinionsL No 
one can show that any promise of 
heaven is made< to the mere possessor 
of beauty, or wealth, or talent; to the 



25 And this is the promise 
that he hath promised us, even 
eternal ^ life. 

26 These things have I writ- 
ten unto you concerning them 
that seduce you. 

a S Jna 6. h Jno. 17. Sl 



accomplished or the gay ; to those who 
are distinguished for science, or akill in 
the arts; to rank, or birth, or blood ; 
to courage, or strength. Whatever 
expectation of heaven any one mvy 
entertain on account of any of these 
things, must be traced to aomething 
else than SLpromise, for there is none 
in the Bible to that effect The pro- 
mise of heaven to men is limited to 
those who repent of their sins, who 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
who lead a holy life ; and if any one 
will base his hope of heaven on a pro- 
mue, it must be limited to these things. 
And yet what well-founded hope of 
heaven can there be except that which 
is based on a promise 7 How dojse any 
one know that he can be savecl unless 
he has some assurance from God that 
it may and shall be so 1 Is not heaven 
his home 1 How does any one know 
that he may dwell |here without some 
assurance from him that he may ? Is 
not the crown of life his gift ? How 
can any one know that he will possess 
it unless he has some promise from 
him ? However men may reason, or 
conjecture, or hope, the oxAjpramiee of 
eternal life is found in the Bible, and the 
fact that we have such a promise should 
surely be a sufficient inducement to us 
to hold fast the truth* On the promise 
of life in the gospel, see John xvii. 2. 
Rom. ii. 6, 7. Mark xvi. 16. Matt 
XXV. 46. 

26. These things haw Iwritten unto 
you concerning them that seduce you. 
Respecting their character, and in order 
to guard you against their arts. The 
word seduce means to lead astray; 
and it here refers to those who would 
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27 Bat the anointing which 
ye have received of him abideth 
in you : and ye need not that 
any man teach you : but as the 
same anointing teacheth ** you 
of all things, and is truth, and is 
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seduce them from the truth, or lead 
them into dangerous error. The apos- 
tle does not mean that they had actually 
seduced them, for he states in the fol- 
lowing verse that they were yet safe; 
but he refers to the fact that tbere was 
danger that they might be led into 
error. 

27. Bui the anointing which ye 
have received of him. See Notes on 
ver. 20. IT Abideth iri you. The 
meaning is, that the influence on your 
heart and life, which results from the 
feet that you are anointed of God, per- 
manently abides with you, and will 
keep you from dangerous error. The 
apostle evidently meant te say that he 
felt assured that they woyld not be se- 
duced from the truth, and that his con- 
fidence in regard to this was placed in 
the fact that they had been truly an-, 
ointed unto God as kings and priests. 
Thus understood, what he here says 
is equivalent to the expression of a firm 
conviction that those who are true 
Christians will not fall away. Comp. 
Notes on vs. 19, 20. ^ And ye need 
not that any man teach you. That is, 
what are the things essential to true 
religion. See Notes on ver. 20. %But 
as the same anointing teacheth you of 
ail things. This cannot mean that the 
mere act of anointing, if that had been 
performed in their case, would teach 
them ; but it refers to what John in- 
cludes in what he calls the anointing — 
that is, in the solemn consecrating to 
the duties of religion under the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit ^ And is 
truth, and is no He, Leads to truth, 
and not ^o error. No man was ever 
led into error by those influences which 



no lie, and even as it hath taught 
you, ye shall abide in ^ him. 

28 And now, little children, 
abide in him; that, when he 
shall appear, we may have con- 
fidence, and not be ashamed be- 
fore him at his coming. 



result from the fact that he has been 
consecrated to the service of Grod. IT Ye 
shall abide in him, Marg., *or, it,* 
The Greek will bear either construe* 
tion. The connection, however, seems 
to demand that it should be understood 
as referring to him — that is, to the Sa- 
viour. 

28. And now, Uttk children. Notes, 
ver. 1. IT Abide in him ; that, when 
he shall appear. In the end of the 
world, to receive his people to himself. 
Notes, John xiv. 2, 3. IT We may 
have confidence, Gr., boldness (Ttajif^ 
duw). This word is commonly used 
to denote openness, plainness, or bold- 
nesB in speaking. Mark viii. 32. 
John vii. 4, 13, 26. Acts ii. 29; iv. 
13. 29. 2 Cor. iii. 12; vii. 4. Here 
it means the kind of boldness, or calm 
assurance, which arises from evidence 
of piety and of preparation for heaven. 
It means that they would not be over- 
whelmed and confounded at the coming 
of the Saviour by its being then found 
that all their hopes were fallacious. 
IT And not be ashamed before him at 
his coming. By hliving all our hopes 
taken away ; by being held up to the 
universe as guilty and condemned. 
We feel ashamed when our hopes are 
disappointed; when it is shown that 
we have a character diflerent from what 
we professed to have; when our pre- 
tensions to goodness are stripped off, 
and the heart is made bare. Many 
will thus be ashamed in the last day 
(Matt. vii. 21-^23), but it is one of the 
promises made to those who truly be- 
lieve on the Saviour, that they shall 
never be ashamed or confounded. See 
Notes, 1 Pet. ii. 6. Xlomp. Isa. zlv. 
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17. Rom. V. 5. 1 Pet W. 16. Mark 
▼iii. 38. 

29. If ye know that he is righteous. 
This is not said as if there could be 
any doubt on the subject, but merely 
to call their attention to it as a well- 
known truth, and to state what followed 
from it. Every one who has any true 
acquaintance with God, must have the 
fullest conviction that he is a righteous 
being. But, if this be so, John says, 
then it must follow that only those who 
are truly righteous can regard them- 
selves as begotten of him. % Ye know, 
Marg., know ye* The Greek will bear 
either construction, and either would 
make good sense. Assuming that God 
is righteous, it would be proper to state, 
as in the text, that it followed from 
this that they must know that only 
those who are righteous can be regarded 
as begotten of him ; or, assuming this 
to be true, it was proper to exhort them 
to be righteous, as in the margin. 
Whichever interpretation is adopted, 
the great truth is taught, that only those 
who are truly righteous can regard 
themselves as the children of God. 
IT That every one that doeth righteous- 
ness is bom of him. Or rather, is be- 
gotten of him ; is truly a child of God. 
This truth is everywhere taught in the 
Bible, and is worthy of being often re- 
peated. No one who is not, in the 
proper sense of the term, a righteous 
man, can have any well-founded pre- 
tensions to being regarded as a child 
of God. If this be so, then it is not 
difficult to determine whether we are 
the children of God. (1.) If we are 
unjust, false, dishonest, we cannot be 
his children. (2.) If we are indulging 
in any known sin, we cannot be. (3.) 
If we are not truly righteous, all visions 
and raptures, all zeal and ardour, though 
in the cause of religion, all that we 
may pride ourselves on in being fervent 



one that doeth righteousness is 
born of him. 

a Je. 13. 23. Mat. 7. 16-18. 



in prayer, or eloquent in preaching, ii 
vain. (4.) If we are righteous, in the 
true and proper sense, doing that which 
is right toward God and toward men, 
to ourselves, to our families, to our 
neighbours, to the world at large, to 
the Saviour who died for us, then we 
are true Christians ; and then, no mat- 
ter how soon he may appear, or how 
solemn and overwhelming the scenes 
that shall close the world, we shall not 
be ashamed or confounded, for we shall 
hail him as our Saviour, and rejoice 
that the time has come thi|t we may 
go and dwell with him for ever. 

CHAPTER III. 

▲ITALTSIS OF THE CHAPTKR. 

This chapter embraces the following 
subjects : 

I. The fact that Christians are now 
the sons of God. vs. 1—3. (1.) We 
are the sons of God, and this will ex- 
plain the reason why the world does 
not appreciate our chaiacter, or under- 
stand the reasons of our conduct ver. 1. 
(2.) The consequences of sustaining 
that relation to God, or of being re- 
garded as his sons, (a) We shall 
be like him when he appears, ver. 2. 
(6) We shall purify ourselves under 
the influence of this hope. ver. 3. 
' II. The fact that he who is an adopt- 
ed child of God does not commit sin. 
vs. 4—10. (1.) All sin is the trans- 
gression of the law (ver. 4) ; (2.) Christ 
was manifested to take away our sins 
(ver. 5) ; (3.) He that commits sin is 
of the devil (ver. 8) ; and (4.) As a 
matter of fact, he who is of God does 
not commit sin. vs. 7, 9, 10. 

III. True religion will be manifested 
by love to the Christian brotherhood, 
vs. 10 — 18. (1.) As a man who ia 
not righteous cannot be a true Chris- 
tian, neither can he who does not love 
his brother, ver. 10. (2.) It is the so- 
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lemn command of the Saviour that his 
followers should love one another, ver. 
11. (3.) The importance of this is 
seen by the opposite conduct of Cain, 
ver. 12. (4.) Love to the brethren 
furnishes the most certain evidence that 
we have passed from death unto life, 
ver. 14. (5.) A man who hates an- 
other is in fact a murderer, and, of 
course, cannot be a true child of God. 
ver. Ir5r (6.) We should be stimulated 
to the love of the brethren by the ox- 
ample of the Saviour, who laid down 
his life for us. ver. 16. (7.) If we 
see a brother in want, and have the 
means of aiding him and do not do it, 
we cannot have the love of God dwell- 
ing in us. vs. 17, 18. 

IV. We may have evidence that we 
love God by the 'consciousness of our 
feelings towards him, as well as by 
outward acts towards his friends, vs. 
19—21. 

y. If we keep his commandments 
our prayers will be answered, vs. 22, 
23. (1.) There is an assurance that 
we shall receive what we need if we 
ask it, and keep his commandments, 
ver. 22. (2.) The particular command- 
ments on which the efficacy of prayer 
80 much depends, are (a) that we be- 
lieve on the name of the Saviour, and 
(b) that we love the Christian brother- 
hood, ver. 23. 

YI. We may know that we abide in 
God by the spirit which he has given 
us, as well as by keeping his command- 
ments, ver. 24. 

This chapter, therefore, is occupied 
mainly with stating what are the evi- 
dences of true piety, and in order to 
determine this question there is perhaps 
no part of the Bible that may be stu- 
died with more profit than this portion 
of the writings of John. 
30* 



be called the sons ^ of God! 
therefore the world * knoweth us 
not, because it knew him not. 

aEp.2.4,5. iJno. 1. 13. Ke.21. 7. 
e Jno. 17. 25. 



1. Behold, what manner of love. 
What love, in kind and in degree, f n 
kind the most tender and the most 
ennobling, in adopting us into his fa- 
mily, and in permitting us to address 
him as our Father. In degree the 
most exalted, since there is no higher 
love that can be shown than in adopt* 
ing a poor and friendless orphan, and 
giving him, a parent and a home. Even 
God could bestow upon us no more 
valuable token of affection than that 
we should be adopted into his family, 
and permitted to regard him as our 
Father. When we remember how in- 
significant we are as creatures, and 
how ungrateful, rebellious, and vile 
we have been as sinners, we may well 
be amazed at the love which would 
adopt us into the holy family of God, 
so that we may be regarded and treated 
as the children of the Most High. A 
prince could manifest no higher love 
for a wandering, ragged, vicious orphan 
boy, found in the streets, than by 
adopting him into his own family, and 
admitting him to the same privileges 
and honours as his own sons ; and yet 
this would be a trifie compared with 
the honour which God has bestowed 
on us. IT The Father hath bestowed 
upon U8. God, regarded as a Father, 
or as at the head of the universe con- 
sidered as one family. IT That we 
should be catted the sons of God, That 
is, that we should be the sons of God — 
the word called being often used in the 
sense of to be. On the nature and 
privileges of adoption, see Notes on 
Rom. viii. 15^17, and 2 Cor. vi, 18, 
and practical remarks on that chapter, 
19, 20. IT Therefore the world know- 
eth us not. Does not understand our 
principles; the reasons^ of our conduct; 
the sources of our comforts and joyst 
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2 Beloved, now are we the 
BonB ' of God ; and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall 



The people of the world regard us as 
fanatics or enthusiasts; as foolish in 
abandoDing the pleasures and pursuits 
which they engage in; as renouncing 
certain happiness for that which is un- 
certain; as cherishing false and delu- 
dve hopes in regard to the future, and 
as practising needless austerities, with 
nothing to compensate for the pleasures 
which are abandoned. There is no- 
thing which the gay, the ambitious, and 
the selfish le$9 understand than they 
do the elements which go into the 
Christian's character, and the nature 
and source of the Christian's joys. 
IT Because it knew him not* Did not 
know the Lord Jesus Christ. That is, 
the world had no right views, of the 
real character of the Lord Jesus when 
he was on the earth. They mistodc 
him for an enthusiast or an impostor ; 
and it is no wonder that having wholly 
mistaken his character, they shonld 
mistake ours. On the fact that the 
world did not know him, see ^otes on 
1 Cor. ii 8. Acts iii. 17. Comp* John 
xvii. 25. On the fact that Christians 
may be expected to be regarded and 
treated as their Saviour was, see Notes 
on John xv. 18 — 20. Comp. Matt. x. 
24, 25. 

2. Beloved, now are u>e the sons of 
God, We now in fact sustain this 
rank and dignity, and on that we may 
reflect with pleasure and gratitude. It 
is in itself an exalted hcmour, and may 
be contemplated as such, whatever may 
be true in regard to what is to come. 
In the dignity and the piivileges ^hjch 
we now enjoy, we may find a grateful 
subject of reflection, and a cause of 
thankfulness, even if we should look 
to nothing beyond, or when we con- 
template the fact by itself. ^ And it 
doth not yet appear what tve shaU be. 



appear, we shall be like him ; * 
for we shall see ^ him as he is. 

a Ro. 8. 14, la 

h 1 Co. 15. 49. Ph. a 21. 2 Pe, 1. 4. 

c Job 19. 26. Ps. 17. 15. Mat. 5. 8. 1 Co. 13. 13. 

It is not fully revealed what we shall 
be hereafter; what will be the fall re- 
sult of being regarded as the children 
of God. There are, indeed, certain 
thinga which may be inferred as fol- 
lowing from this ; there is enough to 
animate us with hope, and to sustain 
us in the trials of life; there is one 
thing which is dear, that we shall be 
like the Son of God, but what is fully 
invi^ved in this is not made known. 
Perhaps (1.) It could not be so revealed 
that we could understand it, fot that 
state may be so unlike the present that 
no words would fully convey the concep- 
tion to our minds ; perhaps (2.) It may 
be necessary to our condition here, as 
on probation, that no more light should 
be furnished in regard to the future 
than to stimulate us to make eflforts to 
reach a world where all is light. For 
an illustration of the sentiment ex- 
pressed here by the apostle, comp. 
Notes on 2 Pet. i. 4. ^ But we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shaU 
be Uke him* ^ It is revealed to us that 
we diall be made like Christ; that 
is, in the bodies with which we shall 
be raised up, in character, in happi- 
ness, in glory. Comp. Notes on Phil, 
iii. 21.~ 2 Cor. iii. 18. This is enough 
to satisfy the Christian in his pros- 
pects for the future world. To be 
like Christ is the object of his su- 
preme aim. For that he lives, and all 
his aspirations in regard to the coming 
world msy be summed up in this, — 
that he wishes to be like the glorified 
Soil ^ God, and to share his honours 
and his joys. See Notes on Phil. iiL 
W. IT For we shall see him as he is. 
It is clearly implied here that there will 
be an influence in beholding the Sa. 
viour as he is, which will tend to make 
us like him, or to transform us into faia 
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3 And every man that hath I 4 Whosoeyer committeth sin 
this hope in him, purifieth him- transgresseth also the law : for sin 



self even as he is pure. 



likeness. See the nature of this influ- 
ence explained in the Notes on 2 Cor. 
iii. 18. 

3. And entry man thai hath this 
hope in him. This hope of seeing the 
Savioar, and of being made like him ; 
that is, every true Christian. On the 
nature and influence of hope, see Notes 
on Rom. viii. 24, 25. ^ Purifieth him" 
self. Makes himself holy. That is, 
under the influence of this hope of 
being like the SaTiour, he puts forth 
those efibrts in struggling against sin, 
and in overcoming his evil propensities, 
which are necessary to mak? him para. 
The apostle would not deny that for 
the success of these efforts we are de- 
pendent on divine aid, but he brings 
into view, as is often done in the sacred 
writings, the agency of man himself 
as essentially connected with success. 
Comp. Phil. ii. 12. The particular 
thought bera is, that the hope of beiiig 
like Christ, and of being permitted to 
dwell with him, will lead a man to ear- 
nest efforts to become holy, and will be 
actoally followed by such a result 
IT Even tuheis pure. The same kind 
of purity here ; the same degree here- 
after. That is, the tendency of such a 
hope is to make him holy now, though 
he may be imperfect ; the effect will be 
to make him perfedly holy in the 
world to oome. It cannot be shown 
from this passage that the apostle 
meant to teach that any one actually 
becomes as pure in the present life as 
the Saviour is, that is, becomes per- 
fectly holy ; for all that is fairly implied 
in it is, that those who have this hope 
in them aim at the same purity, and 
will ultimately obtain it. But the 
apostle does not say that it is attained 
in this world. If the passage did teach 
this, it would teach it respecting every 
OR<who has this hope, and then the 
doctrine would be that no one can be 



is the transgression of the law. 

a christian who does not become abso- 
lutely perfect on earth; that is, not 
that some Christians may become per* 
feet here, but that all actually do. But 
none, it is presumed, will hold this to 
be a true doctrine. A true Christian 
does not, indeed, habitually and wil- 
fully sin ; but no one can pretend that 
all Christians attain to a state of sinless 
perfection on earth, or are, in feet, 09 
pure as the Saviour was. But unless 
the passage proves that every Christian 
becomes absolutely perfect in the pre- 
sent life, it does not prove that in fact 
any do. It proves (1.) That the ten- 
dency, or the feir influence of this hope 
is to make the Christian pure; (2.) 
That all who cherish it will, in fac^, 
aim to become as holy as the Saviour 
was ; and (3.) That this object will, 
at some future period, be accomplished. 
There is a worid where all who are 
redeemed shall be perfectly holy. 

4. Whosoever committeth sin trans- 
greeseth also the law. The law of God 
given to roan as a rule of Hfe. The 
object of the apostle here is to excite 
them to holiness, and to deter them 
from committing sin, perhaps in view 
of the feet stated in ver. 3, that every 
one who has the hope of heaven will 
aim to be holy like the Saviour. To 
confirm this, he shows them that, as a 
matter of fact, those who are born of 
God do lead lives of obedience (vs. 5— - 
10), and this he introduces by showing 
what is the nature of sin, in the verse 
before us. The considerations by which 
he would deter them from indulging in 
sin are the following : (a) all sin is a 
violation of the law of God (ver. 4) ; 
(b) the very object of the coming of 
Christ was to deliver men from sin 
(ver. 6) ; (c) those who are true- Chris- 
tians do not habitually sin (ver. 6V 
{d) those who sin cannot be true Cbnik 
tians, but are of the devil* (ver. 8); 
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ftnd (e) he who \» bora of God hw s 
f[erm or principle of trae piety in him, , 
and cannot sin. ver. 9. It seems evi- 
dent that the apostle is here combatioff 
an opinion which then existed th«l 
men might sin and yet be true Chris- 
tians (ver. 7), and he apprehended that 
there was danger that this opinion 
would become prevalent On what 
ground this opinion was held is un- 
known. Perhaps it was held that all 
that was necessary to constitute reli- 
gion was to embrace the doctrines of 
Christianity, or to be orthodox in the 
faith ; perhaps that it was not expected 
that men would become holy in this 
life, and therefore tbey might indulge 
in acts of sin; perhaps that Christ 
came to modify and relax the law, knd 
that the freedom which he procured 
for tbem was freedom to indulge in 
whatever men chose; perhaps that, 
since Christians were heirs of all things, 
that they had a right to enjoy all things; 
perhaps that the passions of men were 
so strong that they could not be re- 
strained, and that therefore it was not 
wrong to give indulgence to the pro- 
pensities with which our Creator has 
formed us. All these opinions have 
been held under various forms of Anti- 
nomianism, and it is not at all impro- 
bable that some or all of them prevailed 
in the time of John. The argument 
which /he urges would be applicable to 
any of them. The consideration which 
he here states is, that all sin is a trans- 
gression of law, and that he who com- 
mits it, under whatever pretence, is to 
be held as a transgressor of the law. 
The literal rendering of this passage is, 
<He who doeth sin (ofuuyfltw) doeth 
also transgression' (oi^juuxr)* Sin is 
the generic term embracing all that 
would be wrong. The word transgres- 
sion (duopa) is a specific term showing 
where the wrong lay, to wit, in violat- 
ing the law. IT For gin is the trans- 
gression of the law. That is, all sin 
involves this as a consequence that it 
is a violation of the law. The object 



of the apostle is not so much to define 
sin, as ta deter from its commission by 
fltating what is its essential nature — 
though he has in fact given the best 
definition of it that could be given. 
The essential idea is, that God has 
given a law to men to regulate their 
conduct, and that whatever is a depart- 
ure from that law in any way is held 
to be sin. The law measures our 
duty, and measures therefore the degree 
of guilt when it is not obeyed. The 
law determines what is right in all 
cases, and, of course, what is wrong 
when it is not complied with. The law 
is the expression of what is the will of 
God as to what we shall do ; and when 
that is not done, there is sin. The law 
determines what we shall love or not 
love ; when our passions and appetites 
shall be bounded and restrained, and 
to what extent they may be indulged ; 
what shall be our motives and aims in 
living; how we shall act toward God 
and toward men; and whenever, in 
any of these respects, its requirements 
are not complied with there is sin. 
This will include every thing in rela- 
tion to which the law is given, and 
will embrace what we omit to do when 
the law has commanded a thing to be 
done, as well as a positive act of trans- 
gression where the law has forbidden a 
thing. This idea is properly found fn 
the original word, rendered transgress 
sion of the law (fufofua). This word 
occurs in the New Testament only in 
the following places: Matt. vii. 23; 
xiii. 41 ; xziii. 28 ; xxiv. 12. Rom. iv. 
7 ; vi. 19. 2 Thess. ii. 7. Titus u. 14. 
Heb;i. 9 ; viii. 12; x. 17, in all which 
places it is rendered iniquity and ini- 
quities; in 2 Cor. vi. 14, where it is 
rendered unrighteousness ; and in the 
verse before us twice. It properly 
means lawlessnesSf in the sense that the 
requirements of the law are not con- 
formed to, or complied with ; that is, 
either by not obeying it, or by positively 
violating it. When a parent commands 
a child to do a thing and he does not 
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do it, he is as really guilty of yiolating 
the law as when he does a thing which 
is positively forbidden. This important 
▼erse, therefore, may be considered in 
two aspects : as a definition of the na- 
ture of sin, and as an argument against 
indulgence in it, or against committing 
it. I. As a definition of the nature of 
sin. It teaches (a) that there is a rule 
of law by which the conduct of man- 
kind is to be regulated and governed, 
and to which it is to be conformed. 
(b) That there is sin in all cases where 
that biw is not complied with* and that 
ail who do not comply with it are 
guilty before God. (c) That the par- 
ticular thing which determines the 
guilt of sin, and which measures it, is 
that it is a departure from law, and 
consequently that there is no sin where 
there is no departure from law. The 
essential thing is^ that the law has not 
been respected and obeyed, and sin de- 
rives its character and aggravation from 
that fact. No one can reasonably 
doubt as to the aeeuracy of this defini- 
tion of sin. It is founded on the fact 
(a) that God has an absolute right to 
prescribe what we may and may not 
do ; (6) that it is to be presumed that 
what he prescribes will be in accord- 
ance with what is right ; and (c) that 
nothing else in fact constitutes sin. 
Sin can consist in nothing else. It 
does not consist of a particular height 
of stature, or a particular complexion ; 
of a feeble intellect, or an intellect 
made feeble, as the result of any for- 
mer apostacy; of any constitutional 
propensity, or any disposition founded 
in our nature as creatures. For none 
of these things do our consciences con- 
demn us, and however we may lament 
them, we have no consciousness of 
wrong. II. As an argument against 
the commission of sin* This argu- 
ment may be considered as consisting 
of two things : the wrong that is done 
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by the violation of law, and the exposure 
to the penalty. (1.) The wrong itself. 
This wrong as an argument to deter 
from^sin arises mainly from two things: 
(a) because sin is a violation of the 
will of God, and it is in itself wrong 
to disregard that will, and (h) be- 
cause it is to be presumed that when 
God has given law there is a good 
reason why he has done it. (2.) The 
fact that the law has a penalty is an 
argument for not violating the law. All 
law has a penalty; that is, there is 
some suffering, disadvantage, forfeit of 
privileges, dec, which the violation of 
law draws in its train, and which is to 
be regarded as an expression of the 
sense which the lawgiver entertains of 
the value of his law, and of the evil 
of disobeying it. Many of these penal- 
ties of the violation of the divine law 
are seen in this life, and all will be cer- 
tain to occur sooner or later, in this 
world or in the world to come. With 
such views of the law, and of sin ; of 
his obligations, and of the evils of dis- 
obedience, a Christian should not, and 
will not, deliberately and habitually 
violate the law of God. 

5. And ye know thai he was mani- 
futed* The Lord tons, the Son of 
God. < You know that he became in- 
carnate, or appeared among men for the 
very purpose of putting an end to sin.' 
Matt. i. 21. Gomp. Notes on I Tim. 
iii. 16. This is the second argument 
in this paragraph (vs. 4 — 10), by which 
the apostle would deter us from sin. 
The argument is a clear one, and is 
perhaps the strongest that can be made 
to bear on the mind of a true Chris- 
tian-— that the Lord Jesus saw sin to 
be so great an evil that he came into 
our world, and gave himself to the 
bitter sorrows of death on the cross, to 
redeem us from it. ^ To take away 
our sina* The essential argument 
here is, that the whole work of Christ 
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was designed to deliver us from the 
^ominioii of no, not to furnish us the 
means of indulgence in it; and that, 
therefore, we should be deterred from 
it by all that Christ has done and suf- 
fered for us. He perverts the whole 
design of the coming of the Saviour 
who supposes that his work was in any 
degree designed to procure for his fol- 
lowers the indulgences of sin, or. who 
80 interprets the methods of his grace 
as to suppose that it b now lawful for 
him to indulge bis guilty passions. 
The argument essentially is this : (1.) 
That we profess to be the followers of 
Christ, and should carry out his ends 
and views in coming into the world ; 
(2.) That the great and leading pur- 
pose of his coming was to set us free 
fiom the bondage of transgression; 
(3.) That in doing this he gave himself 
up to a life of poverty, and shame, and 
sorrow, and to a most bitter death on 
the cross; and (4.) That we should 
not indulge in that from which he 
came to deliver us, and which cost him 
so mnch toil and such a death. How 
could we indulge in that which has 
brought heavy calamity on the head of 
, a father, or which has pierced a sister's 
he^rt with many sorrows ? Still more, 
how can we be so ungrateful and hard- 
hearted as to indulge in that which 
crushed our Redeemer in death 1 ^And 
in him is no ain. An additional con- 
sideration to show that we should be 
holy. As be was pierfectly pure and 
spotless BO should all bis followers aim 
to be; and none can truly pretend to 
be his who do not desire and design to 
become like him. On fhe personal 
holiness of the Lord Jesus, see Notes 
on Heb. vii. 26, and 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

6. Whosoever abideth in him. See 
ch. ii. 6. The word here employed 
(jucMd) properly means to remain, to 
continue, to abide. It is used of per- 
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sons remaining o» dwelling in a place, 
in the sense of abiding th^e perma- 
nently, or lodging there, and this is the 
common meaning of the word. Matt. 
X. 11 ; xxvL 36. Mark vi. 10, Luke L 
56, et asepe. In the writings of John, 
however, it is q|iite a favourite word to 
denote the reialion which one sustaios 
to another, in the sense of being united 
to him, or remaining with him in afifec- 
tion and love ; being with him in heart, 
and mind, and will, as one makes his 
home in a dwelling. The sense seems 
to be that we have some sort of rela- 
tion to him simitar to that which we 
have to our home ; that is, some fixed 
and permanent attachment to him. We 
live in him; we remain steadfast in 
our attachment to him, as we do to our 
own home. For the use of the word in 
John, in whose writings it so frequently 
occurs, see John ▼. 38 ; vi. 56 ; xiv. 10, 
17; zy. 4, 5, 6, 7, 9. 1 John ii. 6, 10, 

14, 17, 27, 28; iii. 6, 24; iv. 12, 13, 

15, 16. In the passage before us, as 
in his writings generally, it refers to 
one who lives the life of a Christian, 
as if he were always with Christ, and 
abode ^ith him. It refers to the Chris- 
tian considered as adhering steadfastly 
to the Saviour, and not as following 
him with transitory feelings, emotions, 
and raptures. It does not of Itself ne- 
cessarily mean that he vnll always do 
this ; that is, it does not prove the doc- 
trine of the perseverance of the saints, 
but it refers to the adherence to the 
Saviour as a continuous state of mind, 
or as, having permanency; meaning 
that there is a life of continued faith in 
him. It is of a person thus attached 
to the Saviour, that the apostle makes 
the important declaration in the pas^ge 
before us, that he does not sin. This 
is the third argument lo show that the 
child of God riiould be pure« and the 
substance of the argument is, that as a 
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matter of fod the child of Grod is not 
a sinner. \ Sinneth not. There has 
been much difference of opinion in re- 
gard to this expression, and the similar 
declaration in ver. 9. Not a few have 
maintained that it teaches the * doctrine 
of perfection/ or (hat Christians may 
live entirely without sin ; and some 
have held that the apostle meant to 
teach that this is always the character- 
istic of the true Christian. Against 
the interpretation, however, which sap- 
poses that it teaches that the Christian 
is absolutely perfect, and lives wholly 
without sin, there are three insnperabie 
objections : (1.) If it teaches that doc- 
trine at all^ it teaches that ail Chris- 
tians are perfect; 'whosoever abideth 
in him,' < whosoever is born of God,' « he 
cannot sin' (ver. 9). (2.) This is not 
true, and cannot be held to be true by 
those who have any just views of what 
the children of God have been and are. 
Who can maintain that Abraham, or 
Isaac, or Jacob ; that Moses, David, or 
Job ; that Peter, John, or Paul, were 
absolutely perfect, and were never, after 
their regeneration, guilty «C^an^ act of 
sini Certainly they neV^iffirmed it 
of themselves, nor does the sacred re- 
cord attribute to them any sucl^ perfec- 
tion. And who can affirm this of ail 
who give evidence of true piety in the 
world 1 Who can of themselves 1 Are 
we to come to the painful conclusion 
that all who are not absolutely perfect 
in thought, word, and deed, are desti- 
tute of any religion, and are to be set 
down as hypocrites or self-deceivers 1 
And yet, unless this passage proves 
that atf who have been bom again are 
absolutely perfect, it wiH not prove it 
of any one, fbr the affirmation is not 
made of a part, or of what any favoured 
individual may be, but of what every 
one is in fact who is bom of Grod. (3.) 
This interpretation is not necessary to 
a fair exposition of the passage. The 
language used is such as would be em- 
ployed by any writer if he designed to 
say of one that he is not characteristi- 



cally a sinner ; that he is a good man ; 
that he does not commit habitualt aBd 
wilful transgression. Such language 
is common throughout t^ Bible, wheii 
it is said of one man that he is a saint, 
and of another that he is a sinner ; of 
one that he is righteous, and of another 
that he is wicked ; of one that he obeys 
the law of God, and of another that he 
does not. John expresses it strongly, 
but he affirms no more in fact than 
is affirmed elsewhere. The passage 
teaches, indeed, most important truths in 
regard' to the true Christian, and Che fair 
and proper meaning may be summed 
up in the following particulars : (a) He 
who is born again does not sin habit' 
uafli/f or is not habitually a sinner. If 
he does wrong, it is when he is over- 
taken by temptation, and the act is 
against the habitual inclinatibn and 
purpose of his soul. If a man sins 
habitually, it proves that he has never 
been renewed. (6) That he who it 
bom again does not do wrong deliber" 
ately and of design. He means to do 
right. He is not wilfully and deliber- 
ately a sinner. If a man deliberately 
and intentionally does wrong, he shows 
that he is not actuated by the spirit of 
religion. It is true that when one does 
wrong, or commits sin, there is a mo- 
mentary assent of the will; but it is 
under the influence of passion, or ex- 
citement, or temptation, or provocation, 
and not as the result of a deliberate 
plan or purpose of the soul. A man 
who deliberately and intentionally doer 
a wrong thing shows that he is not a 
true Christian; and if this were all 
that is understood by perfection^ then 
there would be many who are perfect, 
for there are many, very many Chris- 
tians, who cannot recollect an instance 
for many years in which they have in- 
tentionally and deliberately done a 
wrong thing. Yet these very Chris- 
tians see much corruption in their own 
hearts over which to mourn, and against 
which they earnestly strive; in com- 
paring themselves with the perfect law 
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7 Little children, lei no mtti 
deceire you: be * thai doeth 
righleousneM, is righteous, even 
as he 18 righteous. 



of God, and with Ihe perfect •zample 
Hi thfi Savioor, Ui^y aea fBoeh in which 
th«y ooiM tboit. (e) He whd is boia 
•gmin wUl n^ mm Jinalfy, m will not 
fk\{ Mva^. «Hic 8e«d reMaineth in 
him J Ter. 9. Sea Notts ob that TenQ. 
Th«i>e ia a prineiplft of gisoe k9 which 
ha wiU nUimatoljr b« rattrained and i»- 
eaveiad. Tlum it aeems to ma, ia lairiy 
implied in the languagi^ need hy John ; 
for if a man might be a ChiistiaB» and 
yet wknlly hl\ away and periah, how 
epald it be aaid with any truth that 
soch a man *ainneth not;' how that 
*bo doth not commit dn;* how that 
*hi^ s^sremainelh in him, and he 
cannot ahu V Just the contrary would 
be tme jf Hhia were so. IT Whotoever 
tirmeUL Thai is, as explained above, 
habitually, deliberately, characteristi- 
cally, and finally. Doddridge. <Who 
habitually and avowedly sinneth.' 
IT Hath not seen him, nor known him. 
Has had no just views of the Saviour, 
oc of the nature of true religion. In 
other words, cannot be a true Chris- 
tian. 

7. Little children. Notes on ch. ii. 1. 
Y Let no man deceive you. That is, 
in the matter under consideration ; to 
wit, by persuading you that a man 
m^. live. in sinful practices, and yet be 
a true child of God. From this it is 
clear that the apostle supposed there 
w^re seme who would attempt to do 
this,, and it was to counteract their arts 
that he made these positive statements 
- In r^ard to the nature of true religion. 
\ Ik that doeth righleoumesa, ia right- 
eous. This is laid down as a great and 
undeniable principle in religion — a 
maxim which none could dispute, apd 
as important as it is plain. And it 
is worthy of all the emphasis which the 
apostle lays on it. The man who does 
righteousness, or leads an upright life, 
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is a rigbtoapa ann, and no other one 
ia. Ko matter bow aay one may daim 
that be ia justified hy fiiith ; no asatter 
how he may conform to the external 
daiMs and rites •f taKgioa ; bo matter 
how xealoua»iia atty be for orthodoxy, 
or for the order of the cfaarch ; no mat- 
ter what viuona and raptarea he may 
have, or of what peace and joy in his 
soul he may boast ; no matter how little 
he may fear death, or hope for heaven, 
unleas he is in fact a righteous man in 
the proper sense of the term, he cannot 
be a child of God. Comp. Matt.vii. 16 
— ^23. If he is, in the proper sense of 
the word, a man who keeps the law of 
God, and leads a holy life, he is right- 
eous, for that is religion. Such a man, 
however, will always feel that his 
claim to be regarded as a righteous man 
is not to be traced to what he is in him- 
self, but to what he owes to the grace 
of God. ^ Even aa he ia righteous. 
See Notes on ver, 3. Not necessarily 
in this world to the same degree, but 
with the same kind of righteousness. 
Hereafter he will become wholly free 
from all sin like his God and Saviour, 
ver. 2. 

8. He thai eommitteth am. Habit- 
ually, wilfully, characteristically. IT Jt 
of the devil. This cannot mean that 
no one who conunits any sin, or who 
is not absolutely perfect, can be a 
Christian, for this would cut oflT the 
great mass, even according to the be- 
lief of those who hold that the Chris- 
tian may be perfectly holy, from all 
claim to the Christian character. But 
what the apostle here says is true in 
two senses : (1.) That all who commit 
sin, even true believers, so far aa they 
are imperfect, in this respect resemble 
Satan, and are under his influence, 
since sin, just so fer as it exists at all, 
makes us resemble him; (2.) All who 
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this purpose Ike Sori of God was 
manifeslfid^ that ** he might de- 
stroy the works of the devil. 



habitually and characteriaticallj sia ard 
I of the devil. This latter Was evidentljf 
^ the principal id^a in the mind of the 
^ apOfitie. His object here is to ahow 
that those who sinned, in the sense in 
which it would seem some raafntained 
that the children of God might sin, 
could have no real evidence of piety, 
but resfily belonged to Satan. IT For 
the devil sinnetk from the beginning. 
The beginning of the world ; or from 
the first account we have of him. It 
' does not mean that he sinned from the 
beginning of his existence, for he was 
made holy like the other angels. Notes, 
Jude 6. The meaning is, that he in- 
' troduced sin into the universe, and that 

he has continued to practice it ever 
' since. The word sinneth here, implies 

^ continued and habitual sin. He did 
' not commit one act of sin and then re* 

' form ; but he has continued, and still 

' continues his course of sin. This may 

confirm what has been already said 
' about the kind of sin that John refers 

' to. He speaks of sinning habitually, 

' continuously, wilfully, and any one 

< who does this, shows that he is under 

the influence of him whose characteris- 
' tio it has been and is to sin. IT For 

this purpose the Son of God was man- 
' ifested. Became incarnate and ap- 

peared among men. ver. 5. Comp. 
Notes, on 1 Tim. iii. 16. IT That he 
might destroy the works of the devil 
AH his plans of wickedness, and lils 
control over the hearts of men. Oomp. 
Notes on Matt. viii. 39. Mark i. 24. 
Heb, ii. 14. The argu?»eni here is, 
that as the Son of God came to destroy 
' all the works of the devil, he cannot be 

^ his true follower who lives in sin. 

I 9. Whosoever is bom of God doth 

! not commit sin. This passage must 

I either mean that they who are born of 

I God, that is, who are true Christians, 

do not 'sin habitually and characteris- 
31 
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tically ; or tb«t every one who ii a true 
Christian is ttbsoUitely perfect, and 
never comnrits any sin. If it can • h^ 
used as referring to the doctrine of ab* 
solute perfection at alT, it proves, not 
that Christians mat/ be per^ct, or that 
a portion of them are, bin that all are» 
But vff^ can maintain tb!»t Wht» 
can believe that John meant to kfiinn 
this } NothiDg can be- * clearer llitai 
that the passage has not this meanings 
and that John did not teach a doctrine 
so contrary t<9 the current strain -of the 
scriptures, and to fact ; and if he -6id 
not teach this, then in this whole pas- 
sage he refers to those who are habituaT- 
ly and characteristically righteous. ^Fof 
his seed remaineth in him, Th^re is 
much obscurity in this expressioHy 
though the general sense is clear, which 
is, that there is somethtng abiding iif 
the heart of the true^ Christian which 
the apostle here calls seed, which will 
prevent his sinning. The word < his' 
in this phrase, * his seed,' may refer 
either to the individual himself — in the 
sense that this can now be properly 
called hiSf inasmuch as it is a part of 
himself, or a principle abiding in him ; 
or it may refer to God — in the sense 
that what is here called *seed' \a hia, 
that is, he has implanted it, or it is a 
germ of divine origin. Robinson (Lcp.) 
understands it in the latter ssBse, and 
so also do Macknight, Deddrid^e, 
Liicke, and others, and this is probab^ 
the true interpretation. The word seed 
(tf7t£p/ua) means properly seed sown, 
as of grain, plants, trees; then aoy 
thing that resembles it, any thing which 
germinates, or which springs up, or is 
produced. It is applied in the New 
Testament to the word of God, or the 
gospel, as that which produces eflects in 
the heart and life similar to what seed 
that is sown does. Comp. Matt. xiii. 
26, 37, 38. Augustin, Clemens (Alex.)f 
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seed * remaineth in him : and 
he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God. 

10 In this the children of God 

a I P«t. 1. 93. 



Grotius, Rosenmuller, Benson, and 
Bloomfield, suppose that this is the sig- 
nification of the word here. The pro- 
per idea, according to this, is that the 
Med referred to is truth, which God has 
impfainted or sown in the heart, from 
which it may he expected that the 
fruits of righteousness will grow. But 
that which abides in the heart of the 
Christian is not the naked word of 
God ; the mere gospel, or mere truth ; 
it is rather that word as made vital and 
efficacious by the influences of his 
Spirit ; the germ of the divine life ; the 
principles of true piety in the soul. 
Comp. the words of Virgil : — igneus 
est ilii vigor et coelestis origo semini. 
The exact idea here, -as it seems to me, 
is not that the < seed' refers to ike word 
of God, as Augustin and others sup- 
p«ie, or to the Spirit of God, but to 
the germ of piety which has been pro- 
duced in the heart hy the word and 
Spirit of God, and which may be re- 
garded as having been implanted there 
by God himself, and which may be ex- 
pected to produce holiness in-lhe life. 
There is, probably, as Lucke supposes, 
an allusion in the word to the fact that 
we are begotten (5 ysyBvfjfiivoi) of God. 
The word remaineth {fiivsi,) (Comp. 
Notes on ver. 6) is a favourite expr^s. 
sion of John. The expression here 
used by John, thus explained, would 
seem to imply two things ; (1.) That 
the germ or seed of religion implanted 
in the soul, abides there as a constant, 
vital principle, so that he who is born 
of God cannot become habitually a sin- 
ner ; and (2.) That it will so continue 
to live there that he will not fall away 
and perish. The idea is clearly that 
the germ or principle of piety so per- 
manently abides In the soul, that he 
who is renewed never can become again 



are manifest, and the children 
of the devil : whosoever doeth 
not righteousness, is not of God, 
neither he that loTeth not his 
brother. 



characteristically a sinner. IT And he 
cannot sin. Not merely, he w4!l not ; 
but he cannot ; that is, in the sense re- 
ferred to. This cannot mean that one 
who is renewed has not physical ability 
to do wrong, for every moral agent has ; 
nor can it mean that no one who is a 
true Christian never does, in fact, do 
wrong in thought, word, or deed, for 
no one could seriously maintain that : 
but it must mean that there is somehow 
a certainty as absolute as if it were 
physically impossible, that those who 
are born of God will not be character- 
istically and habitually sinners; that 
they will not sin in such a sense as to 
lose all true religion and be numbered 
with transgressors ; that they will not 
fall away and perish. Unless this pas- 
sage teaches that no one who is re- 
newed ever can sin in any sense ; or 
that every one who becomes a Chris- 
tian is, and must be, absolutely and al- 
ways perfect, no words could more 
clearly prove that true Christians will 
never fall from grace and perish. How 
can what the apostle here says be true, 
if a real Christian can fall away and 
become again a sinner ? IT Because 
he is bom of God. Or begotten of 
God. God has given him by the new 
birth, real, spiritual life, and that life 
<;an never become extinct. 

^0. In this the children of God are 
mamftsty &c. That is, this furnishes 
a test of iheir true character. The test 
is found in doing righteousness, and in 
the love of the brethren. The former 
he had illustrated ; the latter he now 
proceeds to illustrate. The general 
idea is, that if a man is not truly a 
righteous man, and does not love the 
brethren, he cannot be a child of God. 
Perhaps by the phrase « in this* using 
a pronoun in the singular number, he 
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11 For this is the * message 
that ye heard from the begin- 
ning, that ** we should love one 
another. 

12 Not as Cain, * who was of 
that wicked one, and slew his 

I or, commaiubncHL a Jno. 15. 12. 



means to intimate that an important 
part of righteousness consists in bro- 
therly love. IT Whosoever doeih not 
righleouanessy is not of God, In ver. 
7, he had said that « he that doeth right- 
eousness is of God.' If that is true, 
then what he here affirms must be true 
also, that a man who does not right- 
eousness is not of God. The general 
idea is the same, that no one can be a 
true Christian who is pot in fact a 
righteous man. H Neither he that 
Imfeth not his brother* The illustration 
of this point continues to ver. 18. The 
general sense is, that brotherly love is 
essential to the Christian character, and 
that he who does not possess it cannot 
be a Christian. On the nature and 
importance of brotherly love as an evi- 
dence of piety, see Notes on John xiii. 
34, 36. 

11. For this is the message, Marg., 
commandment. In the received text, 
this is duyycsua (a message brought) ; 
in several MSS., and in later editions, it 
is iTtayyiTMt, {ionnunciationf announce" 
ment) ; an order giv.en, or a command* 
menr. Acts zxiit 21. It is not very 
material which reading is followed. 
The word command or rule would ex- 
press the sense with sufficient clear- 
ness. The reference is to the law given 
by the Saviour as a permanent direc- 
tion to his disciples. ^ That ye heard 
from the beginning, thai we should 
love one another* See Notes on John 
xiii. 34. 35. 1 John il. 7. 

12. Not as Cain, Not manifesting 
the spirit which Cain did. His was a 
most remarkable and striking instance 
of a want of love to a brother, and the 
case wad well adapted to illustrate the 



brother. And wherefore slew 
he him? Because hid own works 
were evil, and his brother's 
righteous. 

13 Marvel not, my brethren, 
if the world * hate you. 

b Ge. 4. 4-8. e Jno. 15. 18, 19. 

propriety of the duty which the apostle 
is enjoining. See Gen. iv. 4 — 8. IT Who 
was of that wicked one. Of the devil ; 
that is, he was under his influence, and 
acted from his instigation. ^ And 
wherefore slew he him ? Because his 
own works were evil, and his brother's 
righteous. He- acted under the influ- 
ence of envy. He was dissatisfied that 
his own offering was not accepted, and 
that his brother's was. The apostle 
seems desirous to guard those to whom 
he wrote against the indulgence of any 
feelings that were the opposite of love ; 
from any thing like envy toward more 
highly favoured brethren, by showing 
to what this would lead if fairly acted 
out, as in the case of Cain. A large 
part of the crimes of the earth have 
been caused, as in the murder of Abel, 
by the want of brotherly love. Nothing 
but love would be necessary to put an 
end to the crimes, and consequently to 
a large part of the misery, of the world. 
19* Marvel not. Do not think it so 
unuflual, or so little to be expected, as 
to excite astonishment IT If the world 
hate you. The emphasis here is to be 
plaoed on the word you^ The apostle 
had just adverted to the fact that Cain 
hated Abel, his brother, without cause, 
and he says that they were not to deem 
it strange if the world hated them in 
like manner. The Saviour (John xv. 
17, 18) introduced these subjects in 
the same connection. In enjoining the 
duty of brotherly love on his disciples, 
he adveirts to the fact that they must 
expect to be hated by the world, and 
tells them to remember that the world 
hated him before it hated them. The 
ohjoot of all this was to show moro 
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14 We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren. He 
" that loveth not his brother, 
abideth in death. 



clearly the necessity of strong and ten- 
der matoal affection among Christians, 
since they could hope for none from 
the world. See Notes on John xv. 
18, 19. 

14. We know that we have passed 
from death unto life* From spiritual 
death (Notes, Eph. ii. 1) to spiritual 
life; that is, that we are true Chris- 
tians. IT Because toe love the brethren. 
The sentiment here is, that it is an in- 
fallible evidence of true piety if we love 
the followers of Christ as such. See 
this sentiment illustrated in the Notes 
on John xiii. 35. But how easy it 
would seem to be to apply such a test 
of piety as this ! Who cannot judge 
accurately of his own feelings, and de< 
termine whether he loves a Christian 
because he bears the name and image 
of the Saviour — loves him the more, 
just in proportion as he bears that 
image 1 Who cannot, if he chooses, 
look beyond the narrow bounds of his 
own sect, and determine whether he is 
pleased with the true Christian charac- 
ter wherever it may be found, and 
whether he would prefer to find his 
friends among those who bear the 
name and the image of the Son of God, 
than among the people of the world ? 
The Saviour meant that his followers 
should be known by this badge of dis- 
cipleship all over the world (John xiii. 
34, 35); John says, in carrying out 
the sentiment, that Christians, by this 
test, may know among themselves whe- 
ther they have any true religion. ^ He 
that loveth not his brotherf abideth in 
death. Remains dead in sins ; that is, 
he has never been converted. Comp. 
Notes on ver. 6. As love to the Chris- 
..4 brotherhood is essential to true 
piety, it follows that he who has not i 
that remains unconvertedj or is in a I 



15 Whosoever * hateth his bro- 
ther is a murderer : and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal 
life abiding in him. 

a c. 3. 9, 11. b Mat. S. 31, 23. 



state of spiritual death. He is by na- 
ture dead in sin, and unless he has 
evidence that he is brought out of that 
state, he remains or abides in it 

1 5. Whosoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer, &c. That is, he has the spirit 
of a murderer; he has that which, if 
it were acted out, would lead him to 
commit murder, as it did Cain. The 
private malice, the secret grudge, the 
envy which is cherished in the heart, 
is murderous in its tendency, and were 
it not for the outward restraints of hu- 
man laws, and the dread of punish- 
ment, it would often lead to the act of 
murder. The apostle does not say 
that he who hates his brother, though 
he does not in fact commit murder, is 
guilty to the same degree as if he had 
actually done it; but he evidently 
means to say that the spirit which 
would lead te murder is there, and that 
God will hold him responsible for it 
Nothing is wanting but the removal 
of outward restraints to lead to the 
commission of the open deed, and God 
judges men as he sees them to be in 
their hearts. What 9 fearful declara- 
tion then is this! How many real 
murderers there are on the earth be- 
sides' those who are detected and pun- 
ished,, and besides those open violators 
of the laws of God and man who go at 
large I And who is there that should 
not feel humbled and penitent in view 
of his own heart, and grateful for that 
sovereign mercy which has restrained 
him from open acts of guilt : for who 
is there who has not at some period of 
his life, and perhaps often, indulged in 
feelings of hatred, and envy, and malice 
towards others, which, if acted out, 
would have led to the commission of 
the awful crime of taking human life 1 
Any man may well shudder at the re- 
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16 Hereby • perceive we the 
love of God, because he laid 

a Jno. 15. 13. Ro. 5. 8. 

meinbrance of the secret sins of his own 
heart, and at the thougl^t of what he 
would have been but for the restraining 
grace of God. And how wonderful is 
that grace which, in -the case of the 
true Christian, not only restrains and 
checks, but which effectually subdues 
all these feelings, and implants in their 
place the principles of love ! 

1 6. Hereby perceive we the love of 
God. The words * of God* are not in 
the original, and should not have been 
introduced into the translation, though 
they are found in the Latin Vulgate, 
and in the Genevan versions, and in 
one manuscript. They would natu- 
rally convey the idea that God laid 
down his life for us ; or that God him- 
self, in his divine nature, suffered. But 
this idea is not expressed in this pasj 
sage as it is in the original, and o? 
course no argument can be derived 
from it either to prove that Christ is 
God, or that the divine nature is capa- 
ble of suffering. The original is much 
more expressive and emphatic than it 
is with this addition: < By this we know 
love ;' that is, we know what true love 
is ; we see a most affecting and striking 
illustration of its nature. Love iUelf— 
its real nature, its power, its sacrifices, 
its influences, was seen in its highest 
form, when the Son of God gave him- 
self to die on a cross. For an illustra- 
tion of the sentiment, see Notes on 
John iii. 16, and xv. 13. ^ Because 
he laid down his life for us. There 
can be no doubt that the Saviour is 
here referred to, though his name is 
not mentioned particularly. There are 
several instances in the New Testament 
where he is mentioned under the gen- 
erah appellation * he/ as one who was 
well known, and about whom the 
writers were accustomed to speak. 
H And we ought to. lay down our lives 
for the brethren. For the good of 
31* 
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down 'bis life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for 



the brethren. 



our fellow-Christians, if it be neces- 
sary. That is, circumstances may occur 
where it would be proper to do it, and 
we ought always to be ready to do it. 
The spirit which led the Saviour to 
sacrifice his life for the good of the 
church, should lead us to do the same 
thing for our brethren if circumstances 
should require it. That this is a cor- 
rect principle no one can doubt: for 
(1.) The Saviour did it, and we are 
bound to imitate his example, and to 
possess his spirit ; (2.) The prophets, . 
apostles, and martyrs did it, laying » 
down their lives in the cause of truth, 
and for the good of the church and the 
world; and (3.) It has always been 
held that it is right and proper, in cer- 
tain circumstances, for a man to lay 
down his life for the good of others. 
So we speak of the patriot who sacri- 
fices his life for the good of his country ; 
so we feel in the case of a shipwreck, 
that it may be the duty of a captain to 
sacrifice his life for the good of his 
passengers and crew ; so in case of a 
pestilential disease, a physician should 
not regard his own life, if he may save 
others; and so we always hold the 
man up to honour who is willing to 
jeopard his own life on noble princi- 
ples of self-denial for the good of his 
fellow-men. In what cases this should 
occur th? apostle does not state; but 
the general principle would seem to be, 
that it is to be done when a greater 
good would reiult from our self-sacri- 
fice than from carefully guarding our 
own lives. Thus, in the case of a pa- 
triot, his death, in the circumstances, 
might be of greater value to his country 
than his life would be; or, his exposing 
himself to death a greater service to 
his ^country than it would be if that 
should not be done. Thus the Saviour 
laid down his life for the good of man- 
kind ; thus the apostles exposed their 
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hath this I his bowels of compassion from 
world's good, and seeth his bro- him, hoW"* dwelleth the love of 
ther have need, and shutteth up God in him 1 



a De. 15. 7. 



lives to consUnt peril in extending the 
principles of religion; snd thos the 
martyrs surrendered their lives in the 
cause of the church and of truth. In 
like manner we ought to be ready to 
hazard our lives, and even to lay them 
down, if in that way we may promote 
the cause of truth, and the salvation of 
sinners, or serve our Christian brethren. 
In what way thu injunction was un- 
derstood by the primitive Christians, 
may be perceived from what the world 
b reported to have said of them (Ter- 
tull. Apol. c. 39), '< Behold, how they 
love one another; they are ready to 
die for one another." So Eusebius 
(Eccl. Hist vii. 22) says of Christians^ 
that < in a time of plague they visited 
one another, and not only hazarded 
their lives, but actually lost them in 
their zeal to preserve the lives of others.' 
We are not indeed to throw away our 
lives ; we are not to expose them in a 
rash, reckless, imprudent manner; but 
when, in the discharge of duty, we are 
placed in a situation where life is ex- 
posed to danger, we are not to shrink 
from the duty, or to run away from it. 
Perhaps the following would embrace 
the principal instances of the duty here 
enjoined by the apostle : (1.) We ought 
to iiave such love for the church that 
we should be wilUng to die for it, as a 
patriot is willing to die for his country ; 
(2.) We ought to have such love for 
Christians as to be willing to jeopard 
our lives to aid them — as in case of a 
pestilence or plague, or when they are 
in danger by fire, or flood, or foes; (3.) 
We ought to have such love for the 
truth as to be willing to sacrifice our 
lives rather than deny it; (4.) We 
ought to have such love for the cause 
of our Master as to be wilting to cross 
oceans, and snows, and sands ; to visit 
distant and barbarous regions, though 
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at imminent risk of our lives, and 
though with the prospect that we shall 
never see our country again ; (5.) We 
ought to have such love for the church 
that we shall engage heartily and con- 
stantly in services of labour and self- 
sacrifice on its account, until, our work 
being done, exhausted nature shall 
sink to rest in the grave. In one 
word, we should regard ourselves as 
devoted to the service of the Redeemer, 
living or dying to be found engaged in 
his cause. If a case should actually 
occur where the question would arise 
whether a man would abandon his 
Christian brother or die, he ought not 
to hesitate ; in all cases he should re- 
gard his life as consecrated to the cause 
of Zion and its friends. Once, in the 
times of primitive piety, there was 
much of this spirit in the world ; how 
little, it is to be feared, does it prevail 
now ! 

17. But whoso hath thi^ world's 
good. Has property — called <this 
world's good,' or a good pertaining to 
this world, because it is of value to us 
only as it meets our wants this side the 
grave ; and perhaps also because it is 
sought supremely by the men of the 
world. The general meaning of this 
vento, in connection with the previous 
verse, is, that if we ought to be willing 
to lay down our lives for others, we 
ought to be willing to make those com- 
paratively smaller sacrifices which are 
necessary to relieve them in their dis- 
tresses; and that if we are unwilling 
to do this, we can have no evidence 
that the love of Grod dwells in us. 
^ And seeth his brother have need, 
Nfeed of food, of raiment, of shelter; 
or sick, and poor, and unable to provide 
for his own wants and those of his fa- 
mily. ^ And shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion /rom him. The bowelsa 
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18 My little children, let ' us 
not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in 
truth. 

a Eze. 33. 31. Ro. 12. 9. Ja. 3. 15, 16. 1 Pe. 1. 23. 

or upper viscera, embracing the heart, 
and the region of tlie chest generally, 
are in the Scriptures represented as the 
seat of mercy, piety, compassion, be- 
cause when the mind feels compassion 
it is that part which is affected. Comp. 
Notes OB Isa. xvL 11. ^ How dwell- 
eth the love of God in him? How 
can a man love God who does not love 
those who bear his image 1 See Notes 
on ch. iv. 20. On the general senti- 
ment here, see Notes on James ii. 14 
— -16. The meaning is plain, that we 
cannot have evidence of piety unless 
we are ready to do good to others, es- 
pecially to our Christian brethren. See 
Notes on Matt. xxv. 45, and Gal. vi. 
10. 

- 18. My little ehildreriy let U8 not 
love in word, neither in tongue. By 
mere profession ; by merely saying that 
we love each other. See 1 Pet. i. 22. 
IF But in deed and in truth* In such 
acts as shall show that our professed 
love is sincere and real. Let us do the 
deed of ioye, whether any thing is said 
about it or not See Notes on Matt, 
vi. 3. 

19. And hereby. Git. by this: that 
is, by the fact that we have true love 
to others, and that wA manifest it by a 
readiness to make sacrifices to do them 
good. ^ We know that we are of the 
truth. That we are not deceived ^ in 
what we profess to be ; that is, that we 
are true Christians. To be of the truth 
stands opposed to cherishing false and 
delusive hopes. IT And shall assure 
our hearts before him. Before God, 
or before the Saviour. In the margin, 
as in the Greek, the word rendered 
shall assure, is persuade. The Greek 
word is used as meaning to persu/otde, 
e. g. to the reception and belief of 
truth; then, to persuade any one who 
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19 And hereby * we know tlfkt 
we are of the truth, and shall ' 
assure our hearts before him. 

20 For if our heart condemn 

a Jno. 13. 35. ^ persuade. 

has unkind or prejudiced feelings to* 
wards us, or to bring over to kind 
feelings, to conciliate, and thus to pa- 
cify or quiet. The meaning here seems 
to be, that we shall in this Way allay 
the doubts and trouble of our minds, 
and produce a state of quiet and peace, 
to wit, by the evidence that we are of 
the truth. Our consciences are often 
restless and troubled in view of p^st 
guilt ; but, in thus furnishing th« evi- 
dence of true piety by love to others, 
we shall pacify an accusing mind, and 
conciliate our own hearts, and persuade 
or convince ourselves that we are truly 
the children of God. See Rob. Lex. 
sub voce yt«^> I* b. In other words, 
though a man's heart may condemn 
him as guilty, and though he knows 
that God sees and condemns the sins 
of his past life, yet the agitations and 
alarms of his mind may be caUned 
down and soothed by evidence that he 
is a child of God, and that he will not 
be finally condemned. A true Chris-' 
tian does not attempt to conceal the 
fact that there is much for which his 
own heart and conscience might justly 
accuse him, but he finde, notwithstand- 
ing all this, evidence that he is a child 
of God, and he is persuaded that all 
will be well. 

^0. For if our heart condemn us. 
We cannot hope for peace from any 
expectation that our own hearts will 
never accuse us, or that we ourselves 
can approve of all that we have done. 
The reference here is not so much to 
our past lives, as to our present conduct 
and deportment. The object is to in- 
duce Christians so to live that their 
hearts will not condemn them for 
any secret sins, while the outward de- 
portment oiay be unsullied. The gen- 
eral aentiment ia, that if ttwy ihould 
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us, God 18 greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things. 
21 Beloved, if our heart * con- 

« Job 37. 6. Pb. 101.2. 6 He. 10.22. 

■o live that their own hearts would 
condemn them for present insincerity 
and hypocrisy, they could have no 
hope of peace, for God knows all that 
is in the heart In view of the past, 
— when the heart accuses us of what 
we have done — we may find peace by 
such evidences of piety as shall allay 
the troubles of an agitated soul (ver. 9), 
but we cannot have such peace if our 
hearts condemn us for the indulgence 
of secret sins, now that we profess to 
be Christians. If our hearts condemn 
us for present insincerity, and for secret 
' sins, we can never < persuade* or soothe 
them by any external act of piety. In 
view of the consciousness of past guilt, 
we may find peace ; we can find none 
if there is a present purpose to indulge 
in sin. IT Crod is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth alt things. We 
cannot hope to find peace by hiding 
any thing from his view, or by any sup- 
position that he is not acquainted with 
the sins for which our consciences trou- 
ble us. He knows all the sins of which 
we are conscious, and sees all their 
guilt and aggravation as clearly as we 
do. He knows more than this. He 
knows all the sins which we have forgot- 
ten ; all those acts which we endeavour 
to persuade ourselves are not sinful, but 
which are evil in his sight ; and all 
those aggravations attending our sins 
which it is impossible for us fully and 
distinctly to conceive. He is more dis- 
posed to condemn sin than we are ; he 
looks on it with less allowance than 
we do. We cannot hope, then, for a 
calm mind in any supposition that God 
does not see our sins as clearly as we 
do, or in any hope that he will look on 
them with more favour and indulgence. 
Peace cannot be found in the indul- 
gence of sin in the hope that God will 
not perceive or regard it ; for we can 



demn us not, then have we con- 
fidence * toward God. 

22 And whatsoever "" we ask, 

e Pb. 145. 18, 19. Pr. 15. 29. Mar. 11. 34. 



sooner deceive ourselves than we can 
him ; and while, therefore (ver. 19), in 
reference to the past, we can only < per- 
suade' our hearts, or soothe their agi- 
tated feelings by evidence that we are 
of the truth now, and that our sins are 
forgiven ; in reference to the present 
and the future, the heart can be kept 
calm only by such a course of life that 
our'own hearts and our Grod shall ap- 
prove the manner in which we live. 

21. Belovedf if otir heart condemn 
us not. If we so live as to have an 
approving conscience ; that is, if we 
indulge in no secret sin ; if we discharge 
faithfully every known duty ; if we 
submit without murmuring to all the 
allotments of divine Providence. IT Then 
have toe confidence toward God, Comp. 
Notes on ver. 19 ; ch. i. 28. Acts xxiv. 
16. The apostle evidently does not 
mean that we have confidence towards 
God on the ground of what we do, as 
if it were meritorious, or as if it consti- 
tuted, a claim to his favour ; but that 
we may so live as to have evidence of 
personal piety, and that we may look 
forward with a confident hope that we 
shall be accepted of him in the great 
day. The word here rendered confi- 
dence (rta^^GMv) means properly bold- 
ness ; usually boTdness or openness in 
speaking our sentiments* See Notes 
on ch. ii. 28. The confidence or bold- 
ness which we have towards our Maker 
is founded solely on the evidence that 
he will graciously accept us as pardoned 
sinners ; not in the belief that we de- 
serve his favour. 

22. And whatsoever we ask, we re- 
ceive of him. If we are truly his chil- 
dren, and ask in a proper manner. See 
Notes on Malt. «iL 7. Comp. Mark 
xi; 24. Xuke xi. 9 ; xviii. 1. seq. John 
xiv. 13; XV. 7. 1 John v. 14. The 
declanHion here made nUkst be under 
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we receive of him, because we 
keep bis commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in 
his sight. 

23 And this ' is his command- 
ment. That we should believe 
on the name of his Son Jesus 



a De. 18. 15-19. 
»Jno. 14.23; 15.10. 



Jno. 14. 1. 

c So. 8. 9, 14. 



stood with these limitations : (1.) That 
we ask in a proper manner, James iv. 
3 ; 8fld (2.) That the thing asked shall 
be such as it will be consistent for God 
to give ; that is, such as he shall see to 
be best for us. 1 John ▼. 14. See 
Notes on this latter passage. ^ Be^ 
cause we keep his commandmenU* Not 
that this is the meritorious ground of 
our being heard, but that it furnishes 
evidence that we are his children, and 
he hears his children as such. IT And 
do those things that are pleasing in 
his sight. As a parent is disposed to 
bestow favours on obedient, affectionate, 
and dutiful children, so God is on those 
who please him by their obedience and 
submission to his will. We can have 
DO hope that he will hear us unless we 
do so live as to please him. 

23. And this it his eommandment. 
His commandment by way of eminence ; 
the leading, principal itiing which he 
enjoins on ^ us ; the commandment 
which lies at the foundation of all true 
obedience. IT TTiat we should believe 
on the name of his Son, Jesus Christ. 
See Notes on Mark xvi. 16. Gomp. 
John xvi. 1. Acts xvi. 31. IT And 
love one another, &.c. This follows 
from the other, and hence they are 
mentioned as together constitutimg hi« 
commandment Notes, John xiii. 35. 

24. And he that keepeth his com- 
mandmentsy &c« See Notes on John 
xiv. 23. ^ And hereby we know that 
he abideth in us. That is, this is arf^ 
other certain evidence that we are true 
Christians. The 8«viour had promised 
CJohn xiv.Sd) tlisit he woffld come 



Christ, and love one another, as 
he gave us commandment. 

5H And he ^ that keepeth his 
commandments dwelleth in him, 
and he in him. And hereby ' we 
know that he abideth in us, by 
the Spirit which he hath given 
us. 



and take up his abode with his people. 
John says that we have proof that he 
does this by the Spirit which he has 
given us. That is, the Holy Spirit is 
imparted to his people to enlighten 
their minds ; to elevate their affections ; 
to sustain them in times of trial; to 
quicken them in the performance of 
duty ; and to imbue them with the 
temper and spirit of the Lord Jesus. 
When these effects exist, we may be 
certain that the Spirit of God is with 
us; for these are the * fruits of that 
Spirit,' or these are the effects which 
he produces in the lives of men. Gomp. 
Notes on Gal. v. 22, 23. On the evi. 
dence of piety here referred to, see 
Notes on Rom. viii. 9, 14, 16. No 
man can be a true Ghristian in whom 
that Spirit does not constantly dwell, 
or to whom he is not < given.* And 
yet no one can determine that the 
Spirit dwells in him, except by the 
effects produced in his heart and life. 
In the following chapter, the apostle 
pursues the subject suggested here, and 
shows that we should examine our- 
selves closely, to see whether the < Spirit' 
to which we trust as furnishing evi- 
dence of piety, is truly the Spirit of 
God, or is a spirit of delusion. 

CHAPTER IV. 

▲NALTSIS OF THS CHAPTER. 

There are two principal subjects dis- 
cussed in this chapter : 

i. The method by which we may 
determine that we have the Spirit of 
God. vs. 1 — 6. The apostle had said 
(ch« iit. 24^» tbfit it could be determined 
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BELOVED, believe • not every 
spirit, but try ^ the spirits 

aJe.29.8. Mat. 34. 4. 



that God dwelli in them by the Spirit 
which he hts given them ; but as it is 
probable that the teachers of error, the 
persons whom John regarded as * anti- 
Christ' (eh. ii. 18, 19), would lay claim 
to the same thing, it was important to 
know how it could be ascertained that 
the Spirit of God had been really given 
to them, or how it could be determined 
that the spirit that was in them was not 
the spirit of antichrist, the very thing 
against which he would guard them. 
In doing this he (1.) Cautions them 
against trusting to every kind of spirit, 
or supposing that every spirit which 
animated even the professed friends of 
religion was the Spirit of God. ver. 1 ; 
and (2.) He shows them how it might 
be determined that they had really the 
Spirit of God, or what would be the 
effect of the influencea of the Spirit on 
the mind. This evidence consisted of 
the following things : (a) They had 
the Spirit of God who confessed that 
Jesus Christ had come in the flesh, ver. 
2 ; (b) they who denied that, had not 
the Spirit of God, and the denial of 
this was the real spirit of antichrist, 
ver. 3 ; (c) they who had the Spirit of 
God had not the spirit of this worid. 
vs. 4, 5 ; and (d) they who had the 
Spirit of God would hear those who 
were his apostles, or who were sent by 
him. ver. 6. 

II. The duty, power, and influence 
of love. vs. 7 — 21. This is a favourite 
subject with John, and he here con- 
siders it at length, as a subject that 
was' essential in determining the evi- 
dences of, piety. The duty and value 
of love are enforced by the following 
considerations : (1.) Love has its 
origin in God, and every one who has 
true love is born of God. vs. 7, 8. (2.) 
God has shown his great love to us by 
having given his Son to die for us, and 



whether they are of God ; be- 
cause ^ many false prophets are 
gone out into the world. 

b 1 Th. 5. 21. Re. 2. 2. c 2 Pc. 2. 1. 



as he has so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another, vs. 9 — 1 1. (3.) If 
we love one another, it furnishes the 
best evidence that God dwells in us. 
vs. 12 — 15. (4.) God is love, and if 
we have true love we dwell in him, and 
he dwells in us. ver. 16. (5.) Love 
will furnish us great advantage in the 
day of judgment, by giving as confi- 
dence when we come before him. ver. 

17. (6.) Love will cast out all fear, 
and will make our minds calm in view 
of the events which are to come. ver. 

18. (7.) The very fact that he has 
first manifested his love to us should 
lead us to the exercise of love. ver. 19. 
(8.) A man cannot truly love God and 
yet hate his brother. ver» 20 ; and (9.) 
It is the solemn command of God that 
he who loves God should love his bro* 
ther also. 

1. Beloved, believe not every spirit* 
Do not confide implicitly in every one 
who professes to be under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. Comp. Matt. xxiv. 
4, 5. The true and the false teachers 
of religion alike claimed to be under 
the influence of the Spirit of God, and 
it was of importance that all such pre- 
tensions should be examined. It was 
not to be admitted, becaQse any one 
claimed to have been sent from God, 
that therefore he was senL Every such 
claim should be subjected to the proper 
proof before it was conceded. All pre- 
tensions to divine inspiration, or to 
being authorized teachers of religion, 
were to be examined by the proper 
tests, because there were many false 
and delusive teachers who set up such 
claims in the world. ^ But try the 
spirits whether they are of God. There 
were those in the early Christian chiTrch 
who had the gift of < discerning spirits' 
(see Notes on 1 Cor. xii. 10), but it is 
not certain that the apostle refers bsn 
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371 



of God 



Every " spirit that con- 

a 1 Co. 12. 3. 



to any each supernatural power. It is 
more probable, as be addresses tbis com- 
mand to Gbristians in general, tbat be 
refers to the ability of doing tbis by a 
comparison of tbe doctrines wbicb tbey 
professed to bold witb wbat was re- 
vealed, and by tbe fruits of tbeir doc- 
trines in their lives. If tbey taugbt 
what God had taugbt in his word, and 
if their lives corresponded witb his re- 
quirements, and if their doctrines agreed 
with what had been inculcated by those 
who were admitted to be true apostles 
(ver. 6), they were to receive them as 
what they professed to be. If not, they 
were to reject them, and hold them to 
be impostors. It may be remarked that 
it is just as proper and as important now 
to examine the claims of all who pro- 
fess to be teachers of religion, as it was 
then. In a matter so momentous as 
religion, and where there is so mucfi at 
stake, it Is important that all preten- 
sioos of this kind should be subjected 
to a rigid examination. No man should 
be received as a religious teacher with- 
out the clearest evidence that he has 
come in accordance with the will of 
God, nor unless he inculcates the very 
truth which God has revealed. See 
Notes on Isa. viii. 20, and Acts xvii. 1 1. 
^^ Because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world. The word 
prophet is often used in the New Tes- 
tament to denote religious instructors 
or preachers. See Notes on Rom. xii. 6. 
Comp. Notes on 2 Pet. ii. 1. Such 
false teachers evidently abounded in the 
times here referred to. See Notes on 
cb. ii. 18* The meaning is, tbat many 
had gone out into the world pretending 
to be true tochers of religion, but who 
inculcated most dangerous doctrines, 
and it was tbeir duty to be on their 
guard against them, for they had the 
very spirit of antichrist, ver. 3. 

2. Hereby. Gr. * By this ;' tbat is, 



fesseth that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh, is of God : 



by tbe test which is immediately speci- 
fied. 1 Know ye the Spirit of God. 
You may discern who are actuated by 
tbe Spirit of God. ^ Every spirit. 
Every one professing to be under the 
influence of tbe Spirit of God. The 
apostle uses tbe word spirit here with 
reference to the person who made the 
claim, on the supposition that every 
one professing to be a religious teacher 
was animated by some spirit or foreign 
influence, good or bad. If the Spirit 
of God influenced them, they would 
confess that Jesus Christ had come in 
the flesh; if some other spirit, the 
spirit of error and deceit, they would 
deny this. 1 That confesseth. That 
is, that miikes a proper acknowledg- 
ment of this ; that inculcates this doc- 
trine, and tbat gives it a due place and 
prominence in bis instructions. It can- 
not be supposed, tbat a mere statement 
of this in words would show that they 
were of God in the sense that they 
were true Christians, but the sense is, 
that if this constituted one of the doc- 
trines which tbey held and taught, it 
would show that they were advocates 
of truth, and not apostles of error. If 
they did not do this (ver. 3), it would 
be decisive in regard to their character 
and claims. If That Jesus Christ ia 
come in (he flesh. Benson and soma 
others propose to render this, <That 
Jesus, who came in the flesh, is the 
Christ.' But this is liable to serioofl 
objections. (1.) It is not tbe obvious 
interpretation; (2.) It is unusual to say 
tbat * Jesus bad come in the flesh/ 
though tbe expression * the Son of God 
has come in tbe flesh,' or 'God was * 
manifested in the flesh,' would be in 
accordance with the usage of the New 
Testament ; (3.) This would not, pro- 
bably, meet the real point in the case. 
The thing deiiied does not appear to 
have been that Jesus was the Messiah, 
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3 And every spirit that confes- 
leth not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh, is not of God : and 
this is that spirit of antichrist, 



for their pretending to be Christian 
teachers at all implied that they ad- 
mitted this ; but that the Son of God 
was reaUi/ a man, or that he actu- 
ally aaaumed human nature in perma- 
nent union with the divine. The point 
of the remark made by the apostle is, 
that the acknowledgment was to be 
that Christ assumed human nature; 
that he was really a man as he appeared 
to be ; or that there was a real incar- 
nation, in opposition to the opinion 
that he ttune in appearance only, or 
that he merely aeemed to be a man, and 
to suffer and die. That this opinion 
was held by many, see the Intro. § 3. 2. 
It is quite probable that the apostle here 
refers to such sentiments as those which 
wero held by the Pocetae, and that he 
meant to teach that it was indispensa- 
ble -to proper evidence that any one 
came from God, that he should main- 
tain that Jesus was truly a man, or 
that there was a real incamaiion of the 
Son of God. John always regarded 
this as a very important point, and 
often refers to it John xix. 34, 35 ; 
XX, S5— 27. 1 John y. 6. It is as im- 
portant to be held now as it was then, 
for the liict that there was a real incar- 
nation is essential to all just views of 
the atonement. If he was not truly a 
man ; if ,he did not literally shed his 
blood on the cross, of course all that 
was done was in appearance only, and 
the whole system of redemption as re- 
vealed was merely a splendid illusion. 
There is little danger that this opinion 
will be held now, for those who depart 
from the doctrine laid down in the New 
Testament in regard to the person and 
work of Christ, are more disposed to 
embrace the opinion that he was a 
mere man ; but still it is important that 
the troth that he was truly incarnate 
•hould be held up constantly before the 



whereof ye have heard that it 
should come ; and even now al- 
ready is it in the world. 



mind, for in no other way can we ob- 
tain just views of the atonement. ^ Is 
of God, This does not necessarilj 
mean that every one who confessed 
this was personally a true Christian, 
for it is clear that a doctrine might be 
acknowledged to be true, and yet that 
the heart might not be changed ; nor 
does it mean that the acknowledgment 
of this truth was aU which it was es- 
sential to be believed in order that 
one might be recognized as a Chris- 
tian ; but it means that it was essential 
that this truth should be admitted by 
every one who truly came from God. 
They who taught this held a truth 
which he had revealed, and which 
was esssential to ' be h^Id ; and they 
thus showed that they did not belong 
to those to whom the name < anti- 
christ' could be properly given. Still, 
whether they held this doctrine in such 
a sense, and in such connection with 
other doctrines, as to show that they 
were sincere Christians, was quite an- 
other question, for it is plain that a man 
may hold and teach the true doctrines 
of religion, and yet have no evidence 
that he is a child of God. 

3. And every spirit that ctmfessetk 
not, &c. That is, this doctrine is es- 
sential to the Christian system, and he 
who does not hold it cannot be regarded 
either as a Christian, or recognized as 
a Christian teacher. If he was not a 
man, then all that occurred in his life, 
in Gethsemane, and on the cross, was 
in appearance only, and was assumed | 
only to delude the senses. There were i 
no real sufferings ; there was no shed- 
ding of blood ; there was no death on 
the cross, and, of course, there was no 
atonement. A mere show, an appear- 
ance assumed, a vision, could not make 
atonement for sin ; and a denial, there- ' 
fore, of the doctrine that the Son of ' 
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4 Ye are of God, little chil- 
dren, and have overcome " them : 
because greater is he that is in 
you, than he that is in the world. 



God bad come in the flesh was in fact 
a denial of the doctrine of expiation for 
no. The Latin Vulgate here reads gut 
solvit Jesumf * who dissolves or divides 
Jesus;' and Socrates (H. £. vii. 32) 
says that in the old copies of the New 
Testament it is written 6 xiei fov 'ijyorwv, 
< who dissolves or divides Jesus ;' that 
is, who separates his true nature or 
person, or who supposes that there were 
two Christs, one in appearance, and 
one in reality. This reading was early 
found in some MSS., and is referred to 
by many of the fathers (see Wetstein), 
but it has no real authority, and was 
evidently introduced, perhaps at first 
from a marginal note, to oppose the 
prevailing errors of the times. The 
common reading, * who confesseth not,* 
is found in all the Gr. M8S., in the 
Syriac versions, in the Arabic, and, as 
Liicke says, the other reading is mani- 
festly of Latin origin. The common 
reading in the text is that which is sus- 
tained by authority, and is entirely in 
accordance with the manner of John. 
IT And this is that spirit of antichrist. 
This is one of the things which char- 
acterize antichrist. John here refers 
not to an individual who should be 
known as antichrist, but to a class of 
persons. This does not, however, for- 
bid the idea that there might be some 
one individual, or a succession of per- 
sons in the church, to whom the name 
might be applied by way of eminence. 
See Notes on ch. ii. 18. Comp. Notes 
on 2 Thess. ii. 3, seq. If Whereof ye 
have heard that it should come. See 
Notes on ch. ii. 18. 

4. Ye are of God. You are of his 
family ; you have embracM bis truth, 
and imbibed his spirit. If Little chil- 
dren. Notes on ch. ii. 1. IT And have 
overcome them. Have triumphed over 
32 



5 They are of the world : ' 
therefore speak they of the wotid, 
and the world heareth them. 



a Ro. 8. 37. 



b Jno. 3. 31. 



their arts and temptations; their en- 
deavours to draw you into error and 
sin. The word *them* in this place 
seems to refer to the false prophets or 
teachers who collectively constituted 
antichrist. The meaning is, that they 
had frustrated or thwarted all their 
attempts to turn them away from the 
truth. IT Because greater is he that is 
in yout than he that is in the worlds 
God, who dwells in your hearts, and 
by whoso strength and grace alone you 
have been enabled to achiet'e this vic- 
tory, is more mighty than Satan who 
rules in the hearts of the people of this 
world, and whose seductive arts are 
seen in the efforts of these false teach* 
ers. The apostle meant to say that it 
was by no power of their owit that 
they achieved this victory, but It was 
to be traced solely to the fact ' that 
God dwelt among them, and had pre- 
served them by his grace. What 
was true then is true now. He who 
dwells in the hearts of Christians by 
his Spirit, is infinitely more^ rpighty 
than Satan, < the ruler of the iUrkneaa 
of this world,' and victory, therefore, 
over all his arts and temptations may 
be sure. In his conflicts , with sin, 
temptation, and error, the Christian 
should never despair, for h\% God will 
ensure him the victory. 

5. They are of the world. This was 
one of the marks by which those who 
had the spirit of antichrist might be 
known. They belonged not to the 
church of God, but to the world. They 
had its spirit ; they acted on its princi- 
ples ; they lived for it. Comp. Notes 
on ch. ii. 15. IT Therefore speak they 
of the world. Comp. Notes on ch. iii. 
31. This may mean either that their 
conversation pertained to the things of 
this world, or that they were wholly in* 



874 

6 We are of God 



he that 
knowetb God, heareth us; he 
that is not of God, heareth not 
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us. Hereby • know we the 
spirit of truth, and the spirit of 



fluenced by the lore of the world, and 
tfot by the Spirit of God, in the doc- 
trineg which they Uughu The general 
■enae is, that they had no higher ends 
and aims than they have who are influ- 
enced only by worldly plans and ex pec- 
Utiona. It is not difficult to diatinguish, 
even among professed Christians and 
Christian teachers, those who are hea- 
venly in their conversation from those 
who are influenced solely by the spirit 
of the world. « Out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh," and 
the general turn of a man's conversa- 
tion will show what * spirit is within 
him.' 1 And the world heareth them. 
The people of the world — the gay, the 
rich, the proud, the ambitious, the sen- 
sual, receive their instructions, and re- 
cognize them as teachers and guides, 
for their views accord with their own- 
See Notes on John xv. 1 9. A profess- 
edly religious teacher may always de- 
termine much about himself by know- 
ing what class of people are pleased 
with him. A professed Christian of 
any station in life may determine much 
about his evidences of piety, by asking 
himself what kind of persons desire his 
friendship, and wish him for a com- 
panion. 

6. We are of God, John here doubt- 
less refers to himself, and to those who 
taught the same doctrines which he did. 
He takes it for granted that those to 
whom he wrote would admit this, and 
argues from it as an indisputable truth. 
He had given them such evidence of 
this, as to establish his character and 
claims beyond a doubt, and he often 
refers to the fact that he was what he 
claimed to be, as a point which was so 
well established that no one would call 
it in question. See John xix. 35 ; xxi. 
24. 3 John 12. Paul, also, not unfre- 
quently refers to the same thing re- 



error. 



a Is. 8. 20. 



specting himself; to the fact — a fitct 
which no one would preaome to call in 
qoeation, and which might be reigarded 
as the basis of an argument — that he 
and his fellow apostles were what they 
claimed to be. See 1 Cor. XT'. 14, 15. 
1 Thess. ii. 1— -11. Might not, and 
ought not, all Christians, and all Chris- 
tian ministers, so to live that the same 
thing might be assumed in regard to 
them in their intercourse with their fel- 
low-men ; that their charactefs for in- 
tegrity and purity might be so clear that 
no one would be disposed to call them in 
question ? There are such men in the 
church and in the ministry now ; why 
might not all be such 1 ^ He that 
knoweth God, heareth us. Every one 
that has a true acquaintance with the 
character of God will receive our doc- 
trine. John might assume this, for it 
was not doubted, he presumed, that he 
was an apostle, and a good man ; and 
if this were admitted, it would follow 
that those who feared and loved God 
would receive what he taught ^ HerC" 
by. By this ; to wit, by the manner 
in which they receive the doctrines 
which we have taught ^ Know we 
the spirit of truths and the spirit of 
error. We can distinguish ^hoae who 
embrace the truth from those who do 
not. Whatever pretensions they might 
set up for piety, it was clear that if 
they did not embrace the doctrines 
taught by the true apostles of God, they 
could not be regarded as his friends; 
that is, as true Christians. It may be 
added that the same test is applicable 
now. They who do not receive the 
plain doctrines laid down in the word 
of God, whatever pretensions they may 
make to pi^ty, or whatever zeal thty 
may evince in the cause which they 
have espoused, can have no well- 
founded claims to the name Christian. 
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7 Beloved, let us love " one 
another : for love is of God ; and 
every one that loveth, is born of 
God, and knoweth God. 
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8 He that loveth not, know- 



God j for God * is 



One of the clearest evidences of true 
piety is a readiness to receive all that 
God has taught. Comp. Matt, xviii. 1 
—3. Mark x. 15. James i. 19—21. 

7. Beloved, let us love one another. 
This verse introduces a new topic, the 
consideration .of which occupies the 
remainder of the chapter. See the 
Analysis. The subject is one on which 
John dwells more than on any other — 
that of love. His own chai;acter pecu- 
liarly inclined him to the exercise of love, 
and the remarkable affection which 
the Lord Jesus had shown for him 
seems to have had the eflect to give 
this grace a peculiar prominence in his 
views of what constituted true religion. 
Comp. John xiii. 23. On the duty 
here enjoined, see Notes on John xiii. 
34, 35, and 1 John iii. 11, 23. IT For 
love is of God, (1.) AH true love has 
its origin in God. (2.) Real love shows 
that we have his spirit, and that we 
belong to him. (3.) It assimilates us 
to God, or makes us more and more 
like him. What is here said by the 
apostle is based on the truth of what 
be elsewhere affirms (ver. 8), that God 
is love. Hatred, envy, wrath, malice, 
all have their source in something else 
than God. He neither originates them, 
commends them, nor, approves them. 
IT And every one thai loveihy is bom 
of God, Is a regenerated man. That 
is, every one who has true love to 
Christians as such, or true brotherly 
love, is a true Christian. This cannot 
mean that every one that loves his wife 
and children, his classmate, his partner 
in business, or his friend ; his house, 
or his farms, or his horses, or his 
hounds, is a child of God ; it must be 
understood as referring to the point 
under discussion. A man may have a 
great deal of natural afTection towards 



eth not 
love. 

a c. 3. 11, S3. » 3 Co. 13. 11. ver. 16. 



his kindred ; a great deal of benevo- 
lence in his character towards the poor 
and needy, and still he may have none . 
of the love to which John refers. He 
may have no real love to God, to the 
Saviour, or to the children of God as 
such, and it would be absurd for 
such a one to argue because he loves 
his wife and children, that, tfiereforCy 
he loves God, or is born again. 

8. He that loveth not, knoweth not 
God. Has no true acquaintance with 
God ; has no just views of him, and no 
right feelings towards him. The reason 
for this is implied in ^hat is immedi- 
ately stated, that • God is love,^ and of 
course if they have no love reigning in 
their hearts they cannot pretend to be 
like him. IT For God is love. He is 
not merely benevolent, be is benevolence 
itself. Comp. Notes on 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
Never was a more important declara- 
tion made than this ; never was mora 
meaning crowded into a few words than 
in this short sentence — God is love. 
In the darkness of this world of sin ; 
in all the sorrows that come now upon 
the race, and that will come upon the 
wicked hereafter, we have the assur- 
ance that a God of infinite benevolence 
rules over all ; and though we may not 
be able to reconcile all that occurs with 
this declaration, or see how the things 
which he has permitted to take place 
are consistent with it, yet in the exer- 
cise of faith on his own declarations 
vve may find consolation in believing 
that it is so, and may look forward to a 
period when all his universe shall see 
it to be so. In the midst of all that 
occurs on the earth of sadness, sin, and 
sorrow, there are abundant evidences 
that God is love. In the original struc* 
ture of things before sin entered, when 
all was pronounced <good;' in the 
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9 In this * was manifested the 
love of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only-begotten 
Son into the world, that * we 
might live through him. 



a Jno. 3. 10. 



b Jno. 6. 51. 



things designed to promote happiness, 
where the only thing contemplated is 
happiness, and where it would have 
been as easy to have caused pain ; in 
the preservation of a guilty race, and 
in granting that race the opportunity 
of another trial ; in the ceaseless pro- 
vision which Ood is making in his pro- 
vidence for the wants of unnumbered 
millions of his creatures; in the ar- 
rangements made to alleviate sorrow, 
and to put an end to it ; in the gift of 
a Saviour more than all, and in the 
offer of eternal life on terms simple and 
easy to be complied with — in all these 
things, which are the mere expressions 
of love, not one of which would have 
been found under the 'government of a 
malignant being, we see illustrations 
of the sublime and glorious sentiment 
before us, that < God is love/ Even in 
this world of confusion, disorder, and 
darkness, we have evidence sufficient to 
prove that he is benevolent, but the full 
glory and meaning of that truth will be 
seen only in heaven. Meantime let us 
hold on to the truth that he is love. 
Let us believe that he sincerely desires 
our good, and that what seems dark to 
us may be designed fur our welfare; 
and amidst all the sorrows and disap- 
pointments of the present life, let us 
ieel that our interests and our destiny 
are in the hands of the God of love. 

9. In this was manifested the love 
of God, That is, in an eminent man- 
ner, or this was a most signal proof of 
it. The apostle does not mean to say 
that it has been manifested in no other 
way, but that this was so prominent an 
instance of his love that all the other 
manifestations of it seemed absorbed 
and lost in this. IF Because that God 
tent his only-begotten Son, &c. See 



10 Herein i^ love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propi- 
tiation * for our sins. 

1 1 Beloved, if •* God so loved 

e c. 2. 2. 4 Mat. 18. 33. Jno. 15. 12, 13. 

Notes . on John iii. 16. ^ Thai we 
might live through him. He died that 
we might have eternal life through the 
merits of his sacri6ce. The measure 
of that love then which was manifested 
in the gift of a Saviour is to be found 
(1.) In the worth of the soul ; (2.) In 
its exposure to eternal death ; (3.) In 
the greatness of the gift ; (4.) In the 
greatness of his sorrows for us ; and 
(5.) In the immortal blessedness and 
joy to which he will raise us. Who 
can estimate all this 1 All these things 
will magnify themselves as we draw 
near to eternity ; and in that eternity 
to which we go, whether saved or lost, 
we shall have an ever-expanding view 
of the wonderful love of God. 

10. Herein is love. In this gpreat 
gift is the highest expression of love, as 
if it had done all that it can do. IT Not 
that we loved God. Not that we were 
in such a state that we might suppose 
he would make such a sacrifice for us, 
but just the opposite. If we had loved 
and obeyed him, we might have had 
reason to believe that he would be will- 
ing to show his love to us in a corre- 
sponding manner. But we were alien- 
ated from him. We had even no desire 
for his friendship and favour. In this 
state he showed the greatness of his 
love for us by giving his Son to die for 
his enemies. See Notes on Rom. v. 7, 
8. IT But that he loved us. Not that 
he approved our character, but that he 
desired our welfare. He loved us not 
with the love of complacency, but with 
the love of benevolence, t -4w</ sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. On the meaning of the word 
propitiation^ see Notes on Rom. iii. 25. 
Comp. Notes on 1 John ii..2. 

1 1. Beloved, if God so hved cm, toe 
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us, we ought also lo love one an- 
other. 

12 No ' man hath seen God 
at any time. If we love one an- 
other, God dwelleth in us, and 
his love is perfected * in us. 



ought also to love one xtnoiher. (1.) 
Because he is so much exalted above 
us, and if he has loved those who were 
so inferior and so unworthy, we ought 
to love those who are on a level with 
lis ; (2.) Because it is only in this way 
that we can show that we have his 
spirit ; and (3.) Because it is the nature 
of love to seek the happiness of all. 
There are much stronger reasons why 
we should love one another than there 
were why God should love us, and un- 
less we do.this, we can have no evidence 
that we are his children. 

1 2. No man hath seen God at any 
time. See Notes on John i. 18, where 
the same declaration occurs. The 
statement seems to be made here in 
order lo introduce a remark to show in 
what way we may know that we have 
any true knowledge of God. The idea 
is, < he has never indeed been seen by 
mortal eyes. We are not then to ex- 
pect to become acquainted with what 
he is in that way. But there is a me- 
thod by which we may be assured that 
we have a true knowledge of him, aiid 
that is, by evidence that we love one 
another, and by the presence of his 
spirit in our hearts. We cannot be- 
come acquainted with him by sight, 
but we may by love.' ^Ifwe hve one 
another, God dwelleth in us. Though 
we cannot see him, yet there is a way 
by which we may be assured that he is 
near us, and that he even dwells in us. 
That way is by the exercise of loVe. 
Comp. Notes on John xiv. 23, 24. 
IT And his love is perfected in us. Is 
carried out to completion. That is, our 
love for each other is the proper expo- 
nent of love to him reigning in our 
hearts. The idea here is not that we 
32* 
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13 Hereby * know we that we 
dwell in him, and he in us^ be- 
cause he hath given us of his 
Spirit. 

a 1 Ti. 6. 16. b 1 Co. 13. 13. 

cJno.14.90. c. 3.34. 



are absolutely perfect, or even that our 
love is perfect, whatever may be true 
on those points, but that this love to 
others is the proper carrying out of our 
love towards him; that is, without this 
our love to him would not have accom- 
plished what it was adapted and de- 
signed to do. Unless it produced this 
effect it would be defective or incom- 
plete. Comp. verse 17. The general 
sense is this : 'We claim to have the 
love of God in our hearts, or that we 
are influenced and controlled by love. 
But however high and exalted that may 
seem to be as exercised toward God, it 
would be defective ; it would not exert 
a fair influence ov6r us, unless it led us 
to love our Christian brethren. It 
would be like the love which we might 
profess to have for a father, if it did not 
lead us to love our brothers and sisters. 
True love will diffuse itself over all 
who come within its range, and wilt 
thus become complete and entire.' 
This passage, therefore, cannot be ad- 
duced to demonstrate the doctrine of 
sinless perfe'ction, 'or to prove that 
Christians are ever absolutely perfect 
in this life. It proves only that love to 
God is not complete, or fully developed, 
unless it leads those who profess to 
have it to love each other. See Notes 
on Job i. 1. On the meaning of the 
Greek word here used (-rsJistow), see 
Ndtes on Phil. iii. 12. Comp. Notes 
on Heb. ii. 10. 

13. Hereby know we that we dwell 
in him. Here is another, or an addi- 
tional evidence of it. IT Because he 
hath given us of his Spirit, He has 
imparted the influences of that Spirit 
to our souls, producing « love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
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14 And we have seen, and do 
testify, that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. 

16 Whosoever • shall confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, 

a Ro. 10. 9. b ver. 8. 



God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God. 

16 And we have known and 
believed the love that God hath 
to us. God ^ is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in 
God, and God in him. 



fcith/ &c Gal. V. 22, 23. It wa« one 
of the promises which the Lord Jesus 
made to his disciples that he would 
■end the Holy Spirit to be with them 
after he should be withdrawn from them 
(John xiv. 16, 17, 26; xv. 26; xvi. 
7), and one of the clearest evidence's 
which we can have that we are the 
children of God is derived from the in- 
fluences of that Spirit on our hearts. 
See this sentiment illustrated in the 
Notes on Rom. viii. 16. 

14. And we have seen. Notes on 
ch. i. 1. IT And do testify. Notes on 
ch. i. 3. That is, we who are apostles 
bear witness to you of this great truth, 
that God has sent his Son to be a Sa- 
viour. Comp. Notes on John xz. 31. 
The reason why this is referred to here 
is not quite apparent, but the train of 
thought in this passage would seem to 
be ihis: the writer is discoursing of the 
love of God, and of its manifestation 
in the gift of the Saviour, and of the 
proper influence which it should have 
on us. Struck with the greatness and 
importance of the subject, his mind ad- 
verts to the evidence on which what 
he was saying rested — the evidence 
that the Father had reaUy thus mani- 
fested his love. That evidence he 
repeats, that he had actually seen 
him who had been sent, and had 
the clearest demonstration that what 
he deemed so important had really oc- 
curred. 

15. Whosoever shall confess thai 
Jesus is the Son of God, In the true 
sense, and from the heart. This will 
always prove that a man is a Chris- 
tian. But the passage cannot mean 
that if he merely says so in words, or 



if he does it insincerely, or without any 
proper sense of the truth, it will prove 
that he is a Christian. On the mean- 
ing of the sentiment here expressed, 
see Notes on ver. 2. Comp. Notes on 
Rom. X. 10. 

1 6. And we have known and beUeved, 
&c. We all have assurance that God 
has loved us, and the fullest belief ia 
the great fact of redemption by which 
he has manifested his love to as. 
IF God is love. Notes on ver. 8. It is 
not uncommon for John to repeat an 
important truth. He delights to dwell 
on sucli a truth as that which is here 
expressed ; and who should not? What 
truth is there on which the mind caa 
dwell with more pleasure ; what is there 
that is better fitted to win the heart to 
holiness; what that will do more to 
sustain the soul in the sorrows and 
trials of this lifel In our trials; ia 
.the darkness which is around us ; in 
the perplexities which meet and em- 
barrass us in regard to the divine ad- 
ministration ; in all that seems to us 
incomprehensible in this world, and in 
the prospect of the next, let us learn to 
repeat this declaration of the favoured 
,disciple, < God is love* What trials 
may we not bear, if we feel assured of 
that; what dark cloud that seems to 
hang over our way, and to involve all 
things in gloom, will not be bright, if 
from the depths of our souls we can 
always say, » God^ is loveJ IT And he 
that dwelleth in tovCj &c. Religion is 
all love. God is love; he has loved 
us ; we are to love him ; we are to 
love one another ; we are to love the 
whole world. Heaven is filled with 
love, and there is nothing else there 
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17 Herein is ' our love made 
perfect, that we may have bold- 
ness in the day of judgment : 
because as he is/ so are we in 
this world. 



1 love loitk us. 



The earth is filled with love j ust as far as 
religion prevails, and would be entirely 
if it should prevail everywhere. Love 
would remove all the corrupt passions, 
the crimes, the jealousies, the wars on 
the earth, and would diffuse around the 
globe the bliss of heaven. If a man, 
therefore, is actuated by this, be has the 
spirit of the heavenly world reigning 
in his soul, and lives in an atmosphere 
of love. 

17. Herein is our love made perfect* 
Marg., hve with ua. The margin ac- 
cords with the Greek (/ecc^' ^fuav)' The 
meaning is, * the love that is within as, 
or in us, is made perfect.' The ex- 
pression is unusual, but the general 
idea is, that love is rendered complete 
or entire in the manner in which the 
apostle specifies. In this way love be- 
comes what it should be, and w^ll pre- 
pare us to appear with confidence be- 
fore the judgment-seat. Comp. Notes 
on ver. 12. If That we muy have 
boldness in the day ofjitdgmenU By 
the influence of love in delivering us 
from the fear of the wrath to come, 
ver. 18. The idea is, that he who has 
true love to God will have nothing to 
fear in the day of judgment, and may 
even approach the awful tribunal where 
he is to receive the sentence which 
shall determine his everlasting destiny, 
without alarm. IF Because as he is, so 
are we in this tporld- That is, we 
have the same traits of character which 
the Saviour had, and, resembling him, 
we need not be alarmed at the prospect 
of meeting him. 

18. There is no fear in love. Love 
is not an affection which produces fear. 
In the love which we have for a parent, 
a child, a friend, there is no . fear. If 
a man had perfect love to God he would | 



18 There is no fear in love; 
but perfect love castethout fear^ 
because fear hath torment. He 
that fearetb, is not made perfect 
in love. 



have no fear of any thing, for what 
would he have to dread 1 He would 
have no fear of death, for he would 
have nothing to dread beyond the grave. 
It is guilt that makes men fear what is 
to come ; but he whose sins are par- 
dooed, and whose heart is filled with 
the love of God, has nothing to dread 
in this world or the world to come. 
The angels in heaven, who have always 
loved God and one another, have no 
fear, for they have nothing to dread in 
the future; the redeemed in heaven, 
rescu^ from all danger, and filled with 
the love of God, have nothing to dread ; 
and as far as that same love operates 
on earth, it delivers the soul now from 
all apprehension of what is to come; 
IT But perfect love casteth out fear. 
That is, love that is complete, or that 
is allowed to exert its proper influence 
on the soul. As far as it exists, its 
tendency is to deliver the mind from 
alarms. If it should exist in any soul 
in an absolutely perfect state, that soul 
would be entirely free from all dread in 
regard to the future. IT Because fear 
hath torment. It is a painful and dis- 
tressing emotion. Thus men suffer 
from the fear of poverty, of losses, of 
bereavement, of sickness, of death, and 
of future wo. From all these distress- 
ing apprehensions, that love of God 
which furnishes an evidence of true 
piety, delivers us. IT He that feareth, 
is not made perfect in love. He, about 
whose mind there lingers the appre- 
hension of future wrath, shows that love 
in his soul has not accomplished its 
full work. Perhaps it never will on 
any soul until we reach the heavenly 
world, though there are many minds 
so full of love to God, as to be prevail 
ingly delivered from fear. 
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19 We love him, because he 
first loved us. 

20 If a man say, I love God, 
tnd hateth his brother, he is a 

a Jno. 15. 16. 



19. We love him, because he first 
loved us. This pafsage is suaoeptible 
of two explanations, either (1.) That 
the fact that he first loved us is the 
ground or reason why we love him ; 
or (2.) That as a matter of fact we 
have been brought to love him in con- 
sequence of the love which he has ma- 
nifested towards us, though the real 
ground of our love may be the excel- 
lency of his own character. If the 
former be the meaning, and if that 
were the only ground of love, then it 
would be mere selfishness (comp. Matt. 
V. 46, 47), and it cannot be believed 
that John meant to teach that that is 
the only reason of our love to God. It 
is true, indeed, that that is a proper 
ground of love, or that we are bound 
to love God in proportion to the bene- 
fits which we have received from his 
hand. But still, genuine love to God 
46 something which cannot be explained 
by the mere fact that we have received 
favours from him. The true, the ori- 
ginal ground of love to God, is the et- 
eellenee of his own character, apart 
from the question whether we are to be 
benefited or not. There is that in the 
divine nature which a holy being will 
love, apart from the benefits which 
he is to receive, and from any thought 
even of his own destiny. It seems to 
me, therefore, that John must have 
meant here, in accordance with the 
second interpretation suggested above, 
that the fact that we love God is to be 
traced to the means which he has used 
to bring us to himself, but without say- 
ing that this is the sole, or even the 
main reason why we love him. It was 
his love manifested to us by sending 
his Son to redeem us, which will ex- 
plain the fact that we now love him ; 
but still, the real ground or reason why 



liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how 
^ can he love God whom he hath 
not seen. 

J c. 3. 17. 



we love him is the infinite excellence 
of his own character. It should be 
added here, that many suppose that the 
Greek words rendered * we love' (^Mitif 
ayaytofisv) are not in the indicative, 
but in the subjunctive ; and that this is 
an exhortation — * let us love him, be- 
cause he first loved us.' So the Syriac, 
the Arabic, and the Vulgate read it ; 
and so it is understood by Benson, 
Grotius, and Bloomfield. The maia 
idea would not be essentially different ; 
and it is a proper ground of exhortation 
to love God because he has loved os, 
though the highest ground is, because 
his character is infinitely worthy of 
love. 

20. Jf a man say, I love God, and 
hateth his brother. His Christian bro- 
ther ; or, in a larger sense, any man. 
The sense is, that no man, whatever 
may be his professions and pretensions, 
can have any true love to God, unless 
he love his brethren. ^ He is a liar. 
Comp. Notes, ch. i. 6. It is not ne- 
cessary, in order to a proper interpre- 
tation of this passage, to suppose that 
he intentionally deceives. The sense 
is, that this must be a false profession. 
IT For he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hcUh seen,'&c. It is more 
reasonable to expect that We should 
love one whom we have seen and 
known personally, than that we should 
love one whom we have not seen. The 
apostle is arguing from human nature 
as it is, and every one feels that we are 
more likely to love one with whom we 
are familiar than one who is a stranger. 
If a professed Christian, therefore, does 
not love one who bears the divine 
image, whom he sees and knows, how 
can he love that God whose image he 
bears, whom he has not seen ? Comp. 
Notes on ch. iii. 17. 
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21 And this commandment 
have we from him, That " he who 
loveth God love his brother also. 

a Jno. 13. 34. 



21. And this commandment have we 
from him. That is, the command to 
love a brother is as obligatory as that 
to love God. If one is obeyed, the 
other»ought to be also ; if a roan feels 
that one is binding on him, he should 
feel that the other is also ; and he can 
never have evidence that he is a true 
Christian, unless he manifests love to 
his brethren as well as love to God. 
See Notes on James ii. 10. t That 
he who loveth God kwe his brother 
also. See Notes on John xiii. 34, 35. 
Comp. John xv. 13, 17. 

CHAPTER V. 

▲IfilXTSIS OT THE CHAPTSR. 

This chapter embraces the following 
subjects : I. A continuance of the dis- 
cussion about love, vs. 1 — 3. These 
verses should have been attached to the 
previous chapter. II. The victory which 
is achieved over the world by those 
who are born of God^ The grand in- 
strumentality by which this is done, is 
by the belief that Jesus is the Son of 
God. vs. 4, 5. III. The evidence that 
Jesus is the Son of God ; or the means 
by which that truth is so believed as to 
secure a victory over the world, vs. 6 
— 12. In this part of the chapter the 
apostle goes fully into the nature of 
this evidence, or the ways in which the 
Christian becomes so thoroughly con- 
vinced of it as to give to faith this 
power. He refers to these sources of 
evidence : (a) The witness of the Spi- 
rit, ver. 6. (6) The record borne in 
heaven (ver. 7) — if that verse be genu- 
ine, (e) The evidence borne on earth, 
by the Spirit, the water, and the blood 
— all bearing witness to that one truth. 
(d) The credit which is due to the tes- 
timony of God, or which the soul pays 
to it. ver. 8. (e) The fact that he who 
believes on the Son of God has the 



CHAPTER V. 

WHOSOEVER * believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ, is 

b Jno. 1. 12, 13. 



witness in himself, ver. 10. (/) The 
amount of the record, that God has 
givea to us eternal life through his Son. 
vs. U, 12. IV. The reason why all 
this was written by the apostle, ver. 13. 
It was that they might Iluow that they 
had eternal life, and might believe on 
the name of the Saviour. V. The effect 
of this in leading us to the throne of 
grace, with the assurance that God will 
hear us, and. will grant our requests, 
vs. 14, 15. VI. The power of prayer, 
and the duty of praying for those who 
have sinned. The encouragement to 
this is, that there are many sins which 
are not unto death, and that we may 
hope that God will be merciful to those 
who have not committed the unpardon- 
able offence, vs. 16, 17. VII. A sum- 
mary of all that the apostle had said 
to them, or of the points of which they 
were sure in the matter of salvation. 
V8. 18—20. They knew that those 
who are born of God do not sin ; that' 
the wicked one cannot permanently 
injure them ; that they were of God, 
while all the world lay in wickedness ; 
that the Son of God had come, and 
that they were truly united to that Sa- 
viour who is the true God, and who is 
eternal life. VIII. An exhortation to 
keep themselves from all idolatry, ver. 
21. 

1. W?iosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ, Is the Messiah ; the anoint, 
ed of God. On the meaning of the 
word Christ, see Notes on Matt. i. 1. 
Of course, it is meant here that the 
proposition that < Jesus is the Christ,* 
should be believed or received in the 
true and proper sense, in order to fur- 
nish evidence that any one is born of 
God. Comp. Notes on ch. iv. 3. U 
cannot be supposed that a mere intel- 
lectual acknowledgment of the proposi« 
tion that Jesus is the Messiah, is all 
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born of God : and every one that I love tfce cliildren of God, when 
ioveth him that begat, loveth \^\m j we k>f e God, and keep his com- 
also that is begotten of him. mandments. 



2 By this we know that we 

that is meant, for that ia not the proper 
meaning of the word beiieve in the 
Scriptures. That word« in iu juat sense, 
implies that the truth which is believed 
should make iU fair and legitimate im- 
pression on the mind, or that we should 
feel and act aa if it were true. See 
Notes on Mark xvi. 16. If, in the 
proper sense of the phrase, a man does 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, receiv- 
ing him as he is revealed as the anointed 
of God, and a Saviour, it is undoubtedly 
true that that constitutes him a Chris- 
tian, for that is what is required of a 
man in order that he may be saved. See 
Notes on AcU viii. 37. If h bom of 
God, Or rather, < is begotten of God.' 
See Notes on John iii. 3. IT And every 
one that loveth him that begat. That 
loves that God who has thus begotten 
those whom he has received as his chil- 
dren, and to whom he sustains the en- 
dearing relation of Father, t Loveth 
him also that is begotten of him. That 
is, he will love all the true children of 
God; all Christians. See Notes on 
ch. iv. 20. The general idea b, that 
as all Christians are the children of the 
same Father; as they constitute one 
family ; as they all bear the same im- 
age ; as they share his favour alike ; 
as they are under the same obligation 
of gratitude to him, and are bound to 
promote the same common cause, and 
Ate to dwell together in the same home 
for ever, they should therefore love 
one another. As all the children in a 
family love their common father, so it 
should be in the great family of which 
God is the Head. ' 

2. By this we know that we love the 
children of God, &c. This is repeating 
the same troth in another form. * As it 
is universally (rue that if we love him 
who has begotten us, we shall also love 
hb children, or our Christian brethren, 



3 For this is the love of God, 



so it is true also that if we h>ve his 
children it will follow that we love him.' 
In other places, the apostle says that 
we may kifow that we love God^if we 
love those who bear his image, ch. iii. 
14. He here says, that there is another 
way of determining what we are. We 
may have undoubted evidence that we 
love God, and from that, as the basis of 
an argument, we may infer that we 
have true love to his children. Of the 
fact that we may have evidence that 
we love God, apart from that which we 
derive from our love to his children, 
there can be no doubt. We may be 
conscious of it ; we may find pleasure 
in meditating on his perfections; we 
may feel sure that we are moved to 
obey him by true attachment to him, 
as a child may in reference to a father. 
But, it may be asked, how can it be in- 
ferred from this that we truly love his 
children 1 Is it not more easy to ascer- 
tain this of itself than it is to determine 
whether we love God 1 Comp. ch. iv. 
20. To this it may be answered, that 
we may love Christians from many 
motives : we may love them as personal 
friends; we may love them because 
they belong to our church, or sect, or 
party ; we may love them because they 
are naturally amiable { but the apostle 
says here that when we are conscious 
that an attachment does exist towards 
Christians, we may ascertain that it is 
genuine, or that it does not proceed 
from any improper motive, by the fact 
that we love God. We shall then love 
them cu his children, whatever other 
grounds of affection there may be to- 
wards them. ^ And keep his com' 
mandtnents. See Notes on John xiv. 
15. 

8. For this is the hve of God, that 
we keep his commandments. This 
constitutes true love ; thb furnishes the 
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that * we keep his <s;ommand- 
ments: and his commandments 
are not *. grievous. 

4 For whatsoever is bom of 
God overcometh "" the world: 

a Jno. 14. 15, 21. b Ps. 119. 45. Mat. 11, 30. 

evidence of it. IF Afid his command- 
ments are not grievous. Gr., heavi/ 
(|3ap£uu), that is, difficult to b^ borne 
as a burden. See Matt. xi. 30. The 
meaning ie, that his laws are not un- 
reasonable; the duties which he re- 
quires are not beyond our ability ; his 
government is not oppressive. It is 
easy to obey God when the heart is 
right; and those who endeavour in 
sincerity to keep his commandments do 
not complain that they are hard. All 
complaints of this kind come from 
those who are not disposed to keep his 
commandments. They, indeed, object 
that his laws are unreasonable; that 
they impose improper restraints; that 
they are not easily complied with ; and 
that the divine government is one of 
severity and injustice. But no such 
complaints come from true Christians. 
They find his service easier than the 
tservice of sin, and the laws of God 
more mild and easy to be complied 
with than were those of fashion and 
honour, which they once endeavoured 
to obey. The service of God is free- 
dom ; the service of the world is bond- 
age. No man ever yet heard a true 
Christian say that the laws of God, re- 
quiring him to lead a holy life, were 
stern and < grievous.' But who has not 
felt this in regard to the inexorable 
laws of sin 1 What votary of the world 
would not say this if he spoke his real 
sentiments? Comp. Notes oh John 
viii. 32. 

4. For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world. The world, in 
its maxims, and precepts, and customs, 
does not rule him, but he is a freeman. 
The idea is, that there is a conflict be- 
tween religion and the world, and that 
in the heart of every true Christian, re- 



and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith. 
' 5 Who is he that overcometh 
the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God 1 



e 1 Go. 15. 57. 



ligion secures the victory, or triumphs. 
In John xvi. 33, the Saviour says, « Be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.' See Notes on that vierse. He 
obtained a complete triumph over him 
* who rules the darkness of the world,' 
and laid the foundation for a victory by 
his people over all vice, error, and sin. 
John makes this affirmation of a// who 
are born of God. « Whatsoever,* or, as 
the Greek is, 'Every thing which is 
begotten of God' (Ttof -fo ysysvfjpiivw) ; 
meaning to affirm undoubtedly that in 
every instance where one is truly re- 
generated, there is this victory over the 
world. See N($tes on James iv. 4. 1 
John ii. 15, 16. It is one of the settled 
maxims of religion that every man who 
is a true Christian gains a victory over 
the world ; and consequently a maxim 
as settled that where the spirit of the 
world reigns supremely in the heart 
there is no true religion. But, if this 
be a true principle, how many pro- 
fessed Christians are there who are 
strangers to all claims of piety, for how 
many are there who are wholly go- 
verned by the spirit of this world ! 
IT And this is the victory. This is the 
source or means of the victory which 
is thus achieved. If Even our faith* 
Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, ver. 5. 
He overcame the world (John xvi. 33), 
and it is by that faith which makes us 
one with him, and that imbues us with 
his spirit, that we are able to do it also. 
5. Who is he, &c. Where is there 
one who can pretend to have obtained 
a vrctory over the world except he who 
believes in the Saviour 1 All else are 
worldly, and are governed by worldly 
aims and principles. It is true, that a 
man may gain a victory over one 
worldly passion ; he may subdue some 
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6 This 18 he that came 

« Jno. 19. 34. 
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by water and blood, even Jesus 
Christ; not by water only, but 



•ne evil propensity ; be may abandon 
tbe gay circle, may break away from 
habita of profaneneaa, may leave tbe 
company of tbe unprincipled and pol- 
luted, but still, unless be bas faith i|i 
tbe Sod of God, the spirit of tbe world 
will reign supreme in his soul in some 
form. Tbe appeal which John ao con- 
fidently made in bis time, may be as 
confidently made now. We may ask, 
as he did, where is there one wbo 
shows that be has obtained a complete 
victory over the world except the true 
Christian ? Where is there one whose 
end and aim is not tbe present life 1 
Where is there one who shows that all 
his purposes in regard to this world are 
made subordinate to tbe world to come ? 
There are those now, as there were 
then, who break away from one form 
of sin, and from one circle of sinful 
companions; there are those who 
change the ardent passions of youth 
fo( the soberness of middle or advanced 
life ; there are those who see the folly 
of pmfaneness, and of gayety, and in« 
temperance; there are those who are 
disappointed in some scheme of ambi- 
tion, and who withdraw from political 
conflicts ; there are those wbo are sa- 
tiated with pageantry, and wbo, op- 
pressed with the cares of state, as Dio- 
cletian and Charles V. were, retire from 
public life ; and there are those whose 
hearts are crushed and broken by losses, 
and by the death, or what is worse than 
death, by the ingratitude of their chil- 
dren, and who cease to-cherish the fond 
hope that their family will be honoured, 
and their name perpetuated in those 
whom they tenderly loved, but still 
there is no victory over the world. 
Their deep dejection, their sadness, 
their brokenness of spirit, their lamen- 
tations, and their want of cheerfulness, 
all show that the spirit of the world 
still reigns in their hearts. If the cala- 
mities which have come upon them 



could be withdrawn; if the days of 
prosperity could be restored, they would 
show as much of the spirit of the world 
as ever they did, and would pursue its 
follies and its vanities as greedily as 
they had done before. Not many years 
or months elapse before the worldly 
mother who has followed one daughter 
to the grave, will introduce another 
into the gay world with all the bril- 
liancy which fashion prescribes; not 
long will a worldly father mourn over 
the death of a son before, in the whirl 
of business and tbe exciting scenes of 
ambition, he will show that his heart is 
as much wedded to tbe world as it ever 
was. If such sorrows and disappoint- 
ments conduct to the Saviour, as they 
sometimes do ; if they lead the troubled 
mind to seek peace in his blood, and 
support in the hope of heaven, then a j 
real victory fs obtained over the world, 
and then, when the hand of affliction 
is withdrawn, it is seen that there has 
been a work of grace in the soul that 
bas effectually changed all its feeliogs, 
and secured a triumph that shall be 
eternal. 

6. This 18 he. This Son of God re- 
ferred to in tbe previous verse. The 
object of tbe apostle in this verse, in 
connection with verse 8, is to state the 
nature of the evidence that Jesus is the 
Son of God. He refers to three well- 
known things on which he probably 
had insisted much in his preaching, 
the water, and the blood, and the Spirit 
These, be says, furnished evidence on 
the very point which be was illastrat- 
ing, by showing that that Jesus on 
whom they believed was tbe Son of 
God. <This,' says he, Ms the same 
one, the very person, to whom the well- 
known and important testimony is 
borne ; to him, and him alone, these 
undisputed things appertain, and not 
to any other who should claim to be 
the Messiah, and they all agree on the 
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And it is 



a Jno. 14. 17. 



same one point.' ver. 8. 1 TTiat eame, 
(6 lA^uiy.) This does not mean that 
when he came into the world he 
was accompanied in some way by 
water and blood, but the idea is, that 
the water and the blood were clearly 
manifest during his appearing on earth, 
or that they were remarkable testimo- 
nials in some way to his character and 
work. An ambassador might be said 
to come with credentials; a warrior 
might be said to come with the spoils 
of victory -, a prince might be said to 
come with the insignia of royalty ; a 
prophet cornea with signs and wonders ; 
and the Lord Jesus might also be said 
to have come with power to raise the 
dead, and to heal disease, and to cast 
out devils ; but John here fixes the at- 
tention on a fact so impressive and re- 
markable in his view as to be worthy 
of special remark, that he came by 
water and blood, f By water. There 
have been many opinions in regard to 
the meaning of this phrase. See Pool's 
Synopsis. Comp. also Ldcke in loc. 
A mere reference to some of these opi- 
nions may aid in ascertaining the true 
interpretation. (I.) Clement of Alex- 
andria supposes that by umier regenera- 
tion and faith were denoted, and by 
blood the pubtic acknowledgment of 
that. (2.) Some, and among them 
Wetstein, have held that the words are 
used to denote the fact that the Lord 
Jesus was truly a man, in contradis- 
tinction from the doctrine of the Doce- 
isB, and that the apostle means to say 
that he had all the properties of a hu- 
man being — a spirit or soul ; blood and 
the watery humours of the body. (3.) 
Grotius supposes that by his coming 
« by water,' there is reference to his 
pure life, as water is the emblem of 
purity ; and he refers to Ezek. zxxvi. 
25. Isa. i. 16, and Jer. iv. H. As a 
sign of that purity, he says that John 
baptized him. John i. 28. A sufficient 
33 



the Spirit ' that beareth witness, 
because the Spirit is truth. 



objection to this view is, that, as in thr 
corresponding word blood, there if un- 
doubted reference to blood Rterally, it 
cannot be supposed that the wotd wafer 
in the same connection would be used 
figuratively. Moreover, as Lileke (fu 
287) has remarked, water, Ihoogh a 
symbol of purity, is never us^ to de- 
note purity itaelff and, therefore, can* 
not here refer to the pure life of Jesus. 
(4.) Many expositors suppose that the 
reference is to the baptism of Jesus, 
and that by his « coming by water 
and blood,' as by the latter there is 
undoubted reference to his death, so 
by the former there is reference to his 
baptism, or to his entrance on his 
public work. Of this opinion wsre 
TertuUian, CEcumenius, Theophylact, 
among the fathers, and Capelius, Heu- 
mann, Stroth, Lange, Ziegler, A.Clarke, 
Beogel, Rosenmilller, Macknight, and 
others among the modems. A leading 
argument for this opinion, as alleged, 
has been that it was then that the 
Spirit bare witness to him (Matt iii. 
1 6), and that this is what John here^ 
refers to when he says, * It is the Spirit 
that beareth witness,' dec. To this 
view, Ldcke urges substantially the fol- 
lowing objections : (a) that if it refers 
to baptism, the phrase would much 
more appropriately express the fact that 
Jesus came baptizing others, if that 
were so, than that be was baptized him- 
self. The phrase would be strictly ap- 
plicable to John thb Baptist, who came 
baptizing, and whose ministry was dis- 
tingubhed for that (Matt. iii. 1) ; and 
if Jesus had baptized in the same man- 
ner, or if this had been a prominent 
characteristic of his ministry, it would 
be applicable to him. Con\p. John iv. 
2. But if it means that he was bap- 
tized, and that he came in that way 
*by water,' it was equally true of. all 
the apostles who were baptized, and of 
all others, and there was nothing so 



see 
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nuMorkible in the ftct that he wae bap- 
tized as to juatiiy the prominence ifiven 
to the phraie in this place. (6) If 
nferenoe be had here, aa ia suppoiBed in 
thii iriew of the paaaage, to the <wit- 
neaa* that was borne to the Lord Jeeas 
on the occaaion of his baptism, then 
the reference should have been not to 
the < uMtfer* as the witness, but to the 
* voice that came from heaven' (Matt, 
iii. 17), for it was that which was the 
witness in the case. Though this oc- 
curred at the time of the baptism, yet 
it was quite an independent Uiing, and 
was important enough to have been re- 
ferred to. See Lucke, Commeniar. in 
he. These objections, however, are 
not insuperable. Though Jesus did 
not come baptizing others himself 
(John iv. 2), and though the phrase 
woukl have expressed that if he had, 
yet, as Christian baptism began with 
him ; as this was Uie first act in bis 
entrance on public life ; as it was by 
this, that he was set apart to his work, 
and as he designed that this should be 
always the initiatory rite of his religion, 
there was no impropriety in saying that 
his < coming,' or his advent in this world 
was, at the beginning, characterized by 
water, and at the close by blood. More- 
over, though the < witness' at his bap- 
tism was really borne by a voice 
from heaven, yet his baptism was the 
prominent thing, and, if we take the 
baptism to denote all that in fact oc- 
curred when he was baptized, all the 
objections made by Liicke here vanish. 
(5.) Some, by the « water' here, have 
understood the ordinance of baptism as 
it is appointed by the Saviour to be ad- 
ministered to his people, meaning that 
the ordinance was instituted by him. 
So Beza, Calvin, Piscator, Calovius, 
Wolf, Beausobre, Knapp, Liicke, and 
others understand it. According to 
this, the meaning would be, that he ap- 
pointed baptism by water as a symbol 
of the cleansing of the heart, and shed 
his blood to effect the ransom of man, 
and that thus it might be said that he 



• came by water and blood ;' to wit, by 
these two things as effecting the salva- 
tion of men. But it seems improbable 
that the apoetle should have grouped 
these things together in this way. For 
(a) the * blood' is that which he shed; 
which pertained to him personally; 
which he poured out for the redemp- 
tion of man, and it is clear that, what- 
ever is meant by the phrase « he came,^ 
his coming by * water' is to be under- 
stood in some sense similar to his com- 
ing by * blood,' and it seems incredible 
that the apostle should have joined a 
mere ordinance of religion in this way 
with the shedding of his blood, and 
placed them in this manner on an 
equality, (b) It cannot be supposed 
that John meant to attach so much im- 
portance to baptism as would be im- 
plied by -this. The shedding of his 
blood was essential .to the redemptioa 
of men ; can it be supposed that the 
apostle meant to teach that baptism by 
water is equally necessary ? (c) If 
this be understood of baptism, there is 
no natural connection between that ani 
the * blood' referred to; nothing bj 
which the one would suggest the other 
no reason why they should be united 
If he had said that he * came' by the 
appointment of two ordinances for the 
edification of his church, * baptism and 
the supper* however singular such a 
statement might be in some respects, 
yet there would be a connection, a rea- 
son why they should be suggested to- 
gether. But why should baptism and 
the blood shed by the Saviour on the 
cross, be grouped together as designat- 
ing the principal things which charac- 
terized his coming into the world? 
(6.) There remains, then, but one other 
interpretation, to wit, that he refers to 
the * water and the blood' which flowed 
from the side of the Saviour when he 
was pierced by the spear of the Roman 
soldier. ' John had himself laid great 
stress on this occurrence, and on the 
fact that he had himself witnessed it 
(See Notes on John zix. 34, 35), and 



A.D.90.] 



CHAPTER V. 



387 



M, in these epistles, he is accustomed 
to allude to more full statements made 
in his gospel, it would seem most na- 
tural to refer the phrase to that event 
as furnishing a clear and undoubted 
proof of the death of the Saviour. 
This would be the obvious interpreta- 
tion, and would be entirely clear, if 
John did not immediately speak of the 
< water' and the * blood' as separate 
witnesses, each as bearing witness to 
an important point, tis separate as the 
* Spirit' and the * water,* or the « Spirit' 
and the * blood ;' whereas, if he refers 
to the mingled water and blood flowing 
from his side, they both witness only 
the same fact, to wit, his death. There 
was no special significancy in the 
water, no distinct testifying to any thing 
different from the flowing of the blood, 
but together they bore witness to the 
one fact that he actually died. But 
here he seems to suppose that there is 
some special significancy in each. 
I ** Not by water on/y, but by water and 
blood." "There are three that bear 
! witness, the Spirit, and the water, and 
[ the blood, and these three agree in one." 
I These considerations seem to me to 
I make it probable, on the whole, that 
the fourth opinion,- above referred to, 
and that which has been commonly 
held in the Christian church, is cor- 
red\, and that by the « water* the bap- 
tism of the Saviour is intended; his 
baptism as an emblem of his own 
purity ; as significant of the nature of 
his religion; as a rite which was to 
be observed in his church at all 
times. That furnished an important at- 
testation to the fact that he was the 
Messiah (Comp. Notes on Matt. iii. 
15),' for it was by that that he entered 
on his public w6ik, and it was then 
that a remarkable testimony was borne 
I to his being the Son of God. He him- 
I self ' came* thus by water as an emblem 
I of purity ; and the water used in his 
I church in all ages in baptism, together 
with the < blood' and the < Spirit,' bears 
I public testimony to the pure nature of 



his reiigion. Jt is pombk that the 
mention of the * water' in his baptism 
suggested to John also the water which 
flowed from the side of the Saviour at 
his death, intermingled with blood, and 
that though the primary thought in his 
mind was the fact that Jesus was bap- 
tized, and that an important attestation 
was then given to his Messiahship, yet 
he may bave instantly adverted to the 
fact that uHiter performed so important 
a part, and was so important a symbol 
through all his work ; water at his in- 
troduction to his work, as an ordinance 
Jn his church, as symbolical of the na- 
ture of his religion, and even at his 
death, as a public attestation, in con- 
nection with flowing blood, to the fact 
that he truly cUed, in reality, and not, 
as the Docetffi pretended, in appear- 
ance only, thus completing the work 
of the Messiah, and making an atone- 
ment for the sins of the world. Comp. 
Noter on John xix. 34, 35. IT And 
blood. Referring, doubtless, to the shed- 
ding of his blood on. the cross. He 
* came* by that ; that is, he was mani- 
fested by that to men, or that was one 
of the forms in which he appeared to 
men, or by which his coming into the 
world was characterized. The apostle 
means to say that the blood shed at 
his death furnished an important evi- 
dence or « witness* of what he was. In 
^hat way this was done, see Notes on 
ver. 8. IT Not by water only, but by 
water and blood. John the Baptist 
came < by water only ;' that is, he came 
to baptize the people, and to prepare 
them for the coming of the Messiah. 
Jesus was distinguished from him in 
the feet that his ministry was charac- 
terized by the shedding of Mood, or the 
shedding of his blood constituted one 
of the peculiarities of his work. 1 And 
it is the Spirit. Evidently the Holy 
Spirit. 1 That beareth witness. That 
is, he is the great witness in the matter, 
confirming all others. He bears wit- 
ness to the soul that Jesus came < by 
water and blood,' for that would not bo 
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7 For there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Fa- 

« Jno. 8. 18. b He. 4. 13, 13. Be, 19. 13. 



received by us without bis agency. In 
what way be does this, see Notes on 
▼er. 8. 1 Because the Spirit is truth. 
Is so eminently true that he may be 
called truth itttlf^ as God is so emi- 
nently benevolent that be may be called 
hve itself. See Notes on eh. iv. 8. 

7. For there are three that bear re- 
xard in heaven, 6lc There are three 
that witness, or that bear witneu — the 
same Greek word which in ver. 8 is 
rendered bear witness (fiofitvpowtsi)' 
There is no passage of the New Tes- 
tament which has given rise to so much 
discussion in regard to its genuineness 
as this. The supposed importance of 
the verse in its bearing on the doctrine 
of the Trinity, has contributed to this, 
and has given to the discussion a de- 
gree of consequence which has per- 
tained to the examination of the 
genuineness of no other passage of the 
New Testament. On the one hand, 
the clear testimony which it seems 
to bear to the doctrine of the Tri^ 
nity, has made that portion of the 
Christian church which holds the doc- 
trine reluctant in the highest degree to 
abandon it; and on the other hand, 
the same clearness of the testimony to 
that doctrine, has made those who deny 
it not less reluctant to admit the genu- 
ineness of the passage. It is not con- 
sistent with the design of these Notes, to 
go into a full investigation of a question 
of this sort. And all that can be done 
is to state, in a brief way, the results 
which have been reached, in an exami- 
nation of the question. Those who are 
disposed to pursue the investigation 
further, can find all that is to be said 
in the works referred to at the bottom 
of the page.* The portion of the pas- 

* Mill. NewTes., pp. 379—386; Wetstein, 
II, 721—727; Father Simon, Crit. Hist. New 
Tes. ; Michaelis, Intro. New Tea., iv. 412, 
eeq. ; Semler, Histor. und Krit. Sammlungen 
uber die sogenounten Beweistellen der Iki^- { 



ther, • the Word, * and the Holy 
Ghost : * and these three are one. 

e Jno. 10. 30. 



sage, in vs. 7, 8, whose genuineness is 
disputed, is included in brackets in the 
following quotation, as it stands in the 
common editions of the New Testa- 
ment : <' For there are three that bear 
record [in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost : and these 
three are one. And there are three 
that bear witness in earth,] the Spirit, 
and the water, and the blood ^ and 
these three agree in one." If the dis- 
puted passage, therefore, be omitted as 
spurious, the whole passage will read: 
<< For there are three that bear record, 
the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; 
and these three agree in one." The 
reasons which seem to me to prove 
that the passage included in brackets 
is spurious, and should not be regarded 
as a part of the inspired writings, are 
briefly, the following : I. It is wanting 
in all the earlier Greek manuscripts, 
for it is found in no Greek MS. writteo 
before the sixteenth century. Indeed, 
it is found in only two Greek mana- 
scripts of any age, one th^ Codex Mont- 
fortianus, or Brittanicus, written in the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, and 
the other the Codex Ravianus, which is 
a mere transcript of the text taken partly 
from the third edition of Stephen's 
New Testament, and partly from the 
Complutensian Polyglott But it is 
incredible that a genuine passage of 
the New Testament should be wanting 
in all the early Greek manuscripts 
II. It is wanting in the earliest ver- 
sions, and, indeed, in a large part of 
the versions of the New Testament 
which have been made in all former 
times. It is wanting in both the Syriac 
versions — one of which was made pro. 
bably in the first century ; in the 



matik. Erstes Stuck liber, 1 John ▼. 7. 
Griesbach, Diatribe in locum, 1 John y. 7, 8, 
2d ed. New Tes., vol. II., appendix I ; and 
Lucke, comm. in Ise. 



A. D. 90.] 



CHAPTER V. 



Coptic, Armenian, Sclavonic, Ethiopic, 
and Arabic. III. It is n«ver qaoted by 
the Greek fathers in their controversies 
on the doctrine of the Trinity — a pas- 
sage which would be so much in point, 
and which could not have failed to be 
quoted if it .were genuine; and it is 
not referred to by the Latin fathers un- 
til the time of Yigilius, at the end of 
the fifth century. If the passage were 
believed to be genuine ; nay, if it were 
known at all to be in existence, and to 
have any probability in its favour, it is 
incredible that in all the controversies 
which occurred in regard to the divine 
nature, and in all the efforts to define 
the doctrine of the Trinity, this passage 
should never have been referred to. 
But it never was, for it must be plain 
to any one who examines the subject 
with an unbiassed mind, that the pas- 
sages which are relied on to prove that 
it was quoted by Athanasius, Cyprian, 
Augustin, &c. (Wetstein, II., p. 725), 
are not taken from this place, and are 
not such as they would have made if 
they had been acquainted with this 
passage, and had designed to quote it. 
lY. The argument against the passage 
from the external proof is confirmed 
by ihternal evidence, which makes it 
morally certain that it cannot be genu- 
ine, (a) The connection docs not de- 
mand it. It does not contribute to 
advance what the apostle is saying, 
but breaks the thread of his argument 
entirely. He is speaking of certain 
things which bear « witness' to the fact 
that Jesus is the Messiah ; certain 
things which were well-known to those 
to whom he was writing— -'the Spirit, 
and the water, and the blood. How 
does it contribute to strengthen the 
force of this to say that in heaven there 
are * three that bear witness' — three not 
before referred to, and having no con- 
nection with the matter under con- 
sideration 1 (6) The language is not 
such as John would use. He does, 
indeed, elsewhere use the term Logos, 
or Word (5 idyoj) (John i. 1, 14. 1 
33* 



John i. I), but it is never in this form, 
< The Father, and the Word ;' that is, 
the terms ^Father* and < Word' are 
never used by hifn, or by any of the 
other sacred writers, as correlative. The 
word Son [p w6$) is the term which is 
correlative to the Father in every other 
place as used by John, as well as by 
the other sacred writers. See 1 John 
i. 3; ii. 22, 23, 24; iv. 14. 2 John 
iii. 9, and the Gospel of John, passim. 
Besides, the correlative of the term 
Logos, or Word, with John, is not F{^ 
iher, but ixod. See John i. I. Comp. 
Rev. xix. 13. (c) Without this pas- 
sage, the sense of the argument is clear 
and appropriate. There are three, says 
John, which bear witness that Jesus is 
the Messiah. These are referred to in 
ver. 6, and in immediate connection 
with this, in the argument (ver. 8), it 
is aflSrmed that their testimony goes to 
one point, and is harmonious. To say 
that there are other witnesses elsewhere ; 
to say that they are one; contributes 
nothing to illustrate the nature of the ' 
testimony of these three — the water, 
and the blood, and the Spirit ; and the 
internal sense of the passage, therefore, 
furnishes as little evidence of its genu- 
ineness as the external proof. Y. It is 
easy to imagine. how the passage found 
a place in the New Testament. It 
was at first written, perhaps, in the 
margin of some Latin manuscript, as 
expressing the belief of the writer of 
what was true in heaven, as well as on 
earth, and with no more intention to 
deceive than we have when we make a 
marginal note in a book. Some tran- 
scriber copied it into the body of the 
text, perhaps with a sincere belief that 
it was a genuine passage, omitted by 
accident ; and then it became too im- 
portant a passage in the argument for 
the Trinity, ever to be displaced but by 
the most clear critical evidence. It 
was rendered into Greek, and inserted 
in one Greek manuscript of the 16th 
century, while it was wanting in all 
the earlier manoBcriptfl. YI. The pas- 
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8 And there are three that 
bear witness in earth, the Spirit/ 

c Jno. IS. Mk 



Mgv if now omitted in tbo beit editions 
of the Greek Testament, end regarded 
at aparious by the ablest critics. See 
Griesbach, and Hahn. On the whole, 
therefore, the evidence seems to me to 
be clear that this passage is not a gen- 
uine portion of the inspired writings, 
and should not be appealed to in proof 
of the doctrine of the Trinity. One or 
two remarks may be made, in addition, 
in regard to its use, (1.^ Even on 
the supposition that it ta genuine, 
as Bengel believed it was, and as be 
believed that some Greek manusQript 
wouid yet be found which would 
contain it ;* yet it is not wise to ad- 
duce it as a proof-texL It would be 
much easier to prove the doctrine of 
the Trinity from other texts, than to 
demonstrate the genuineness of this. 
(2.) It is not neeesaary as a proof-text. 
The doctrine which it contains can be 
abundantly established from other parts 
of the New Testament, by passages 
about which there can be no doubt 
(3.) The removal of this text does no* 
thing to weaken the evidence for the 
doetrine of the Trinity, or to modify 
that ;doctrine. As it was never used 
to shape .the early belief of the Chris- 
tian world on the subject, so its rejec- 
tion, and ita removal from the New 
Testament wiU do nothing to modify 
that doctrine. The doctrine was em- 
braced, and held, and successfully de- 
fended without it, and it can and will 
be so still. 

8. And there are three that beqr 
witness in earth* This is a part of 
the text, which, if the reasoning above 
is correct, is to be omitted. The gen* 
uine passage reads (ver. 7), * For there 



* Et taraen etiam atque etiam sperare 
lic«t, si Qon autographiun Joanneum, at 
alios vetustissimofl codices Grecofl. qui banc 
periocham habeant, in occultis providentiie 
divins forulia adhuc latentes BttO tempore 
produelam iri. 



and the water, * and the blood :' 
and these three agree in one. 

» Ae. 3:»^. 3Ck>. 1. 23. e 1 Pe. 3. 21. 



are three that bear record [or witness — 
^lopfvpoiWsflt the Spirit, and the water, 
and the blood.' There is no reference 
to the fact that it is done < in earihJ 
The phrase was introduced to corre- 
spond with what was said in the inter- 
polated passage, that there are three 
that bear record *in heaven,' IT The 
Spirit, Evidently the Holy Spirit 
The assertion here is, that that Spirit 
bears witness to the fact that Jesus is 
the Son of God. ver. 6. The testimonj 
of the Holy Ghost to this fact is con- 
tained in the following things : (I.) He 
did it at the baptism of Jesus. Notes, 
Matt. iii. 16, 17. (2.) Christ was em- 
inently endowed with the influences of 
the Holy Spirit; as it was predicted 
that the Messiah would be, and as it 
was appropriate he should be. Isa. zi 
2 ; IxL 1. Gomp. Luke iv. 18. Joho 
iu. 34, Notes, (3.) The Holy Spirit 
bore witness to his Messiahship, altei 
his iMScension, by descending, according 
to his promise, on his apostles, and by 
accompanying the message which they 
delivered with saving power to thou- 
sands in Jerusalem. Acts ii. (4.) He 
still bears the same testimony in every 
revival of religion, aiid in the conver- 
sion of every individual who becomes a 
Christian, convincing them that Jesas 
is the Son of God. Comp. John xvi. 
14, 15. (5.) He does it in the hearts 
of all true Christians, for < no man can 
say that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost' 1 Cor. xiL 3. See Notes on 
that passage. The Spirit of God has 
thus always borne witness to the fact 
that Jesus is the Christ, and he will 
continue to do it to the end of time, 
convincing yet countless millions that 
he was sent from God to redeem and 
save lost men. IT And the water. See 
Notes on ver. 6. That is, the baptism 
of Jesus, and the scenes which occurred 
when he was baptized, furnished evi- 
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9 If we receive the witness of men, t,he witness of God is 



dence that he was the Messiah. This 
-was done in these ways: (1.) It was 
proper that the Messiah should be bap- 
tized when he entered on his work, and 
perhaps it was expected ; and the fact 
that he was baptized showed that he 
had in fact entered on his work as 
Redeemer. See Notes on Matt, ni, 15. 
(2.) An undoubted attestation was then 
furnished to the fact that he was < the 
Son of God/ by the descent of the 
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, and 
by the voice that addressed him from 
heaven. Matt. iii. 16, 17. (3.) His 
baptism with water was an emblem of 
the purity of his own character, and of 
the nature of his religion. (4.) Per- 
haps it may be implied here, also, 
that water used in baptism now bears 
witness to the same thing, (a) As it is 
the ordinance appointed by the Saviour ; 
(6) As it keeps up his religion in the 
world ; (c) As it is a public symbol of 
the purity of his religion ; (d) And as, 
in every case where it is administered, 
it is connected with the public expres- 
sion of a belief that Jesus is the Son 
of God. IT And the blood. There is 
undoubted allusion here to the hlood 
shed on the cross ; and the meaning is, 
that that blood bore witness also to the 
fact that he was the Son of God. This 
it did in the following respects: (1.) 
The shedding of the blood showed that 
he was truly dead — that his work was 
complete — that he died in reality, and 
not in appearance only. See Notes 
on John xix. 34, 35. (2.) The re- 
markable circumstances Uiat attended 
the shedding of this blood — the dark- 
ened sun, the earthquake, the rending 
of the veil of the temple, — showed in a 
manner that convineed even the Roman 
centurion that he was the Son of God. 
See Notes on Matt xxvii. 54. (3.) 
The fact. that B.n atonement was thus 
made for sin was an important < wit- 
ness' for the Saviour, showing that he 
iuid done that which the Son of God 



only could do, by disclosing a way by 
which the sinner may be pardoned, and 
the polluted soul be made pure. (4.) 
Perhaps, also, there may be here an 
allusion to the Lord's Supper, as de- 
signed to set forth the shedding of this 
blood; and the apostle may mean to 
have it implied that the representation 
of the shedding of the hlood in this or- 
dinance, is intended to keep up the 
conviction that Jesus is the Son of God. 
If so, then the general sense is, that 
that hlood-^however set before the eyes 
and the hearts of men ~- on the cross, 
or by the representation of its shedding 
in the Lord's Supper, is a witness in 
the world to the truth that Jesus is the 
Son of God, and to the nature of his 
religion. Comp. Notes on I Cor. xi. 
26. H And these three agree in one. 
sli f 6 iv tiav* They agree in one thing; 
they bear on one and the same point, 
to wit, the foct that Jesus is the Son of 
God. All are appointed by God as 
witnesses of this fact; and all harmo- 
nize in the testimony which is borne. 
The apostle does not say that there are 
no other witnesses to the same thing ; 
nor does he even say that these are the 
most important or decisive whiclv ha^e 
been furnished ; but he says thai these 
are important witnesses, and are en- 
tirely harmonious in their testimony. 

9. If toe receive the wi&%€t$ ofmen^ 
As we are accustomed to do, and as 
■we must do in courts of justice, and in 
the oidtnary daily transactions of life. 
We are constantly acting on the belief 
that what others say is tru»; that what 
the members of our families, and our 
neighbours say is true; that what is 
reported hy travellers is true; that 
what we read in books, and what is 
sworn to in courts of justice, is true* 
We could not get along a single day 
if we did not act on this belief; nor 
are we accustomed to call it in question 
unless we have reason to suspect that 
it is £gJse. The mind is so made that 



Ifreater : for this is the witness 
of God, which he hath testified 
of his Son. 

10 He that believeth on the 
Son of God hath the witness' in 
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himself: he that believeth not 
God, hath made him a liar; be- 
cause he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son. 

a Ro. a 16. 



it must credit the testimony borne by 
others ; and if this should cease even 
for a single day, the a&irs of the world 
would come to a pause. Y The wit- 
nesa of God ia greater. Is more wor- 
thy of belief; as God is more true, and 
wise, and good than men. Men may 
be deceived, and may. undengnedly 
bear witness to that which is not true ; 
God never can be : men may, for sin- 
ister and base purposes, intend to de- 
ceive ; God never can : men may act 
from partial observation, from rumors 
unworthy of credence ; God never can : 
men may desire to excite admiration 
by the marvellous; God never can. 
Men have deceived, God never has; 
and though, from Uiese causes, there 
are many instances where we are not 
certain that the testimony borne by 
men is true, yet we are always certain 
that that which is borne by God is not 
false. The only question on which 
the mind ever hesitates is, whether we 
aetuaily have his testimony, or certainly 
know what he bears witness to ; when 
that is ascertained, the human mind is 
so made that it cannot believe that God 
would deliberately deceive a world. See 
Notes on Heb. vi. 18. Comp. Titus 
i. 2. IT For this i$ the witness of God^ 
&.C. The testimony above referred to, 
— that borne by the Spirit, and the 
water, and the blood. Who that saw 
his baptism, and heard the voice from 
heaven (Matt. iii. 16, 17), could doubt 
that he was the Son of God 1 Who 
that saw his death on the cross, and 
that witnessed the amazing scenes 
which occurred there, could fail to join 
with the Roman centurion in saying 
that this was the Son of God ? Who 
that has felt the influences of the Eter. 
nal Spirit on his heart, ever doubted 



that Jesus was the Son of God ? Camp. 
Notes on 1 Cor. xii. 3. Any one of these 
is sufficient to convince the sou) of this ; 
all combined bear on the same point, 
and confirm it from age to a^e. 

10. He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness in himself. The 
evidence that Jesus is the Son of God. 
Comp. Notes on Rom. viii. 16. This 
cannot refer to any distinct and imme- 
diate revelation of that fiict that Jesas 
is the Christ, to the soul of the indi- 
vidual, and is not to be understood as 
independent of the external evidence 
of that truth, or as superseding the ne- 
cessity of that evidence ; but the * wit- 
ness' here referred to is the fruit of all 
the evidence, external and internal, on 
the heart, producing this result ; that is, 
there is the deepest conviction of the 
truth that Jesus is the Son of God. 
There is the evidence derived from the 
fact that the soul has found peace by 
believing on him; from the fact that 
the troubles and anxieties of the mind 
Qn account of sin have been removed 
by faith in Christ ; from the new views 
of God and heaven which have resulted 
from faith in the Lord Jesus ; from the 
effect of this in disarming death of its 
terrors; and from the whole influence 
of the gospel on the intellect and the 
aflections — on the heart and the life. 
These things constitute a mass of evi- 
dence for the truth of the Christian 
religion, whose force the believer can- 
not resist, and make the sincere Chris- 
tian ready to sacrifice any thing rather 
than his religion ; ready to go to the stake 
rather than to renounce his Saviour. 
Comp. Notes on 1 Pet. iii. 1.5. ^ He 
that believeth not God, hath made him 
a liar, Comp. Notes on ch. i. 10. 
1 Because he believeth not the record. 
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11 And this is the record, 
that God hath given to us eter- 
nal life, and ' this life is in his 
Son. 

12 He ' that hath the Son, 
hath life; and he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath not life. 



&c. The idea is, that in various ways, 
— at his baptism, at his death, by the 
inflaences of the Holy Spirit, by the 
miracles of Jesus, &lc, God had become 
a witness that the Lord Jesus was sent 
by him as a Saviour, and that to doubt 
or deny this partook of the same cha- 
racter as doubting or denying any other 
testimony ; that is, it was practieally 
charging him who bore the testimony 
with falsehood. 

1 1. And this is the record. This is 
the sumj er the amount of the testi- 
mony (^Mi^vpca) which God has given 
respecting him. IT Thai God hath 
given to us eternal life. Has provided, 
through the Saviour, the means of ob- 
taining eternal life. See Notes on 
John V. 24 ; xvii. 2, 3. 1 And this 
life is in his Son. Is treasured up in 
him, or is to be obtained through him. 
See Notes on John i. 4 ; xi; 25 ; xiv. 6. 
Col. iii. 8: 

12. He that hath the l^on, hath life. 
See Notes' on John v. 24. John evi- 
dently designs to refer to that passage 
in the verse before us, and to state a 
principle laid down by the Saviour 
himself. This is the sense of all the 
important testimony that had ever been 
borne by God on the subject of salva- 
tion, that he who believes in the Lord 
Jesus already has the elements of eter- 
nal life in his soul, and will certainly 
obtain salvation. Comp. Notes on 
John xvii. 3. IT And he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath not life. He 
that does not believe on him will not 
attain to eternal life. See Notes on 
John iii. 36. Mark xvi. 16. 

13. These things have I written un» 
to you. The things in this epistle re- 
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13 These things haye I writ- 
ten unto yoa that believe on the 
name of the Son of God ; that "* 
ye may know that ye have eter- 
nal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God. 

a Jno. 1. 4. b Jno. 5. 34. c Jno. 20. 31. 



specting the testimony borne to the 
Lord Jesus. H That believe on the 
name of the Son of God. To believe 
on his name, is to believe on himself— 
the word name often being used to de- 
note the person. See Notes on Matt. 
xxviii.19. IT Tluxt ye may know that 
ye have eternal life. That you may 
see the evidence that eternal life has 
been provided, and that you may be 
able, by self*examination, to determine 
whether you possess it. Comp. Notes 
on John xx. 31. Hi And that ye may 
believe, dec. That you may continue 
to believe, or may persevere in believ- 
ing. He was assured that they actu- 
ally did believe on him then ; but he 
was desirous of so setting before them 
the nature of religion, that they would 
continue to exercise faith in him. It is 
often one of the most important duties 
of ministers of the gospel, to present to 
real Christians such views of the nature, 
the claims, the evidences, and the 
hopes of religion, as shall be adapted 
to secure their perseverance in the faith. 
In the human heart, even when con- 
verted, there is such a proneness to 
unbelief; the religious affections so 
easily become cold ; there are so many 
cares pertaining to the world that are 
fitted to distract the mind ; there are so 
many allurements of sin to draw the 
affections away from the Saviour ; that 
there is need of being constantly re 
miAded of the nature of religion^ in 
order that the heart may not be wholly 
estraaged from the Saviour. No small 
part of preaching, therefore, must con- 
sist of the re-statement of arguments 
with which the mind has been before 
fully convinced ; of motives whose force 
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14 And this it the confidence 
that we have ' in him, That, if 



bM been ooce felt «nd acknowledged ; 
and of the grounds of hope and peace 
and joy which have already, on former 
occaiiona, diffaaed comfort throagh the 
aoul. It is not leas important to ke^ 
the aoul than it ia to convert it ; to save 
it from coldneaa and deadneaa and for- 
mality, than it was to impart to it the 
elementa of spiritaal life at firat. It 
may be as imporUnt to trim a viae, if 
one would have grapes, aa it is to set it 
out ; to keep a garden from being over- 
run with weeds in the summer, as it 
was to plant it in the spring. 

14. And ihia it the eonjidmee that 
we have in him. Marg., etmcemmg:. 
6r., 'Towards him,' or in respect to 
him (ftpo; iyf^y The conSdence re- 
ferred to here is that which relates to 
the answer to prayer. The apostle does 
not say that this is the only thing in 
respect to which there is to be confi- 
dence in him, but that ia one which is 
worthy of special consideration. The 
aense is, that one of the ejects of be- 
lieving on the Lord Jesus (ver. 13) is, 
that we have the assurance that our 
prayers will be answered. On the 
word eonftdenee, see Notes on ch. iii. 
21 ; iv. 17. T That if toe aak any 
thing according to hia will, he heareth 
CM. This is the proper and the neces- 
sary limitation in all prayer. God has 
not promised to grant any thing that 
shall be contrary to his will, and it 
could not be right that he ehoiild do it. 
We ought not te wish to receive any 
thing that should be contrary to what 
he judges to be best. No man could 
hope for good who should eeteem his 
own wishes to be a better guide than 
the will of God ; and it is one of the 
moat desirable of all arrangrements that 
the promise of any blessing to be ob- 
tained by prayer should be limited and 
bounded by the will of God. The 
limitation here, < according ^ his will,' 



we ask any thing according to 
his willy he heareth us : 



probably implies the following^ things: 
(1.) In accordance with what he has de- 
clared that he ia willing to grant. Here 
the range ia large, for there are many 
things which we know to be in ac- 
cordance with hie will, if thej are 
sought in a proper manner, as the 
forgiveness of sins, the sanctification of 
the soul (1 Thess. iv. 3), csomfort in 
trial, the needful supply of our wants, 
grace that we may do our duty, wis- 
dom to direct and guide us (James i. 
5), deliverance from the evils which 
beset us, the influences of his Spirit to 
promote the cause of religion in the 
world, and our final salvation. Here 
is a range of subjects of petition that 
may gratify the largest wishes of prayer. 
(2.) The expression * according to bis 
will,' must limit the an^er to prayer 
to what he sees to be best for as. Of 
that we are not alwaya good judges. We 
never perceive it as clearly as our Maker 
does, and in many things we might be 
wholly mistaken. Certainly we ought 
not to desire to be permitted to ask any 
thing which God would judge not to 
be for our good. (3.) The expression 
must limit the petition to what it will 
be consistent for God to bestow upon 
us. We cannot expect that he will 
work a miracle in answer to our pray- 
ers; we cannot ask him to bestow 
blessings in violation of any of the 
laws which he has ordained, or in "any 
other way than that which he has ap- 
pointed. It is better that the particular 
blessing should be withheld from us, 
than that the laws which he has ap- 
pointed should be disregarded. It is 
better that an idle man should not have 
a harvest, though he should pray for it, 
than that God should violate the laws 
by which he has determined to bestow 
such favours as a reward of industry, 
and work a special miracle in anawer 
to a lazy man's prayers. (4.) The ex- 
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15 And if we know " that he 
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of him. 



pression < according to his will/ must 
limit the promise to what will be for 
the good of the whole, God presides 
over the universe, and though in him 
there is an infinite fulness, and he re- 
gards the wants of every individual 
throughout his immense empire, yet 
the interests of the whole, as well as 
of the individual, are to be consulted 
and regarded. In a family it is con- 
ceivable that a child might ask for 
Bome favour whose bestowment would 
interfere materially with the rights of 
others, or be inconsistent with the good 
of the whole, and in such a case a just 
father would of course withhold it 
With these necessary limitations the 
range of the promise in prayer is am- 
ple ; and, with these limitations, it is 
true beyond a question that he does 
hear and answer prayer. 

15. And if we know that he hear 
us. That is, if we are assured of this 
as a true doctrine, then, even though 
we may not see immediately that the 
prayer is answered, we may have the 
utmost confidence that it is not disre- 
garded, and that it will be answered in 
the way best adapted to promote our 
good. The specific thing that we 
asked may not indeed be granted 
(Comp. Luke xxii. 42. 2 Cor. xii. 8, 
9), but the prayer will not be disre- 
garded, and the thing which is most for 
oar good will be bestowed upon us. 
The argument here is derived from the 
faithfulness of God; from the assur- 
ance which we feel that when he has 
promised to hear us, there will be, 
sooner or later, a real answer to the 
prayer. IT We know that we have the 
petitions^ &c. That is, evidently, 
we know that we ehall have them, or 
that the prayer will be answered. It 
cannot mean that we already have the 



16 If any man see his brother 
sin a sin which is not unto death, 
he shall ask, and he shall give 

a Pr. 15. 29. Je. 29. 12, 13. 



precise thing for which we prayed, or 
that will be a real answer to the prayer, 
for (a) the prayer may relate to some- 
thing future, as protection on a journey, 
or a harvest, or restoration to health, or 
the safe return of a son from a voyage 
at sea, or the salvation of our souls, all 
of which BxeftUure, and which cannot 
be expected to be granted at once ; and 
(6) the answer to prayer is sometimes 
delayed, though ultimately granted. 
There may be reasons why the answer 
should be deferred, and the promise is 
not that it shall be immediate. The 
delay may arise from such causes as 
these : (1.) To try our faith and see 
whether the blessing is earnestly desired. 
(2.) Perhaps it could not be at once 
answered without a miracle, (3.) It 
might not be consistent with the divine 
arrangements respecting others to grant 
it to us at once. (4.) Our own condi- 
tion may not be such that it would be 
best to answer it at once. We may 
need further trial, further chastisement, 
before the affliction, for example, shall 
be removed, and the answer to the 
prayer may be delayed for months or 
years. Yet, in the mean time, we may 
have the ■ firmest assurance thai the 
prayer is beard, and that it will be 
answered in the way and at the period 
when God shall see it to be best'. 

1 6, If any man see his brother sin a 
sin, &c. From the general assarance 
that God hears prayer, the apostle turns 
to a particular case in which it may lie 
benevolently and efiectually employed, 
in rescuing a brother from death. There 
has been great diversity of opiniop ia 
regard to the meaning of this passag*, 
and the views of expositors of the New 
Testament are by no means settled ta 
to its true sense. It does not compor^ 
with the design of theslB Notes to ex- 
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him life for them that sin not 
unto death. There is a sin unto 



death: *I do ^not say that he 
shall pray for it. 

a Mat. 12. 31, 32. b Je. 7. 16. 



amine the opinions which have been 
held in detail. A bare reference, how- 
ever, to some of them will ehow 
the difficaUy of determining with 
certainty what the passage means, 
and the impropriety of any very 
great confidence in one's own judgment 
in the case. Among these opinions 
are the following. Some have supposed 
that the sin against the Holy Ghost is 
intended ; some that the phrase denotes 
any great and enormous sin, as murder, 
ido^atry, adultery ; some that it denotes 
some sin that was punishable by death 
by the laws of Moses ; some that it 
denotes a sin that subjected the offender 
to ezcoDlmunicalion from the syna- 
gogue oi the church ; some that it refers 
to sins which brought fatal disease upon 
the oflbnder, as in the case of those 
who abused the Lord's Supper at Co- 
rinth (see Notes on 1 Cor, xi. 30); 
some that it refers to crimes committed 
against the laws, for which the offender 
was sentenced to death, meaning that 
when the charge alleged was false, and 
the condemnation unjust, they ought 
to pray for the one who was condemned 
to death, and that he would be spared, 
but that when the offence was one 
which had been really committed, and 
the offender deserved to die, they ought 
not to pray for him, or, in other words, 
that by * the sin unto death' offences 
against the civil law are referred to, 
which the magistrate had no power to 
pardon, and the punishment of which 
he could not commute, and by the * sin 
not unto death' offences are referred to, 
which might be pardoned, and when 
the punishment might be commuted 
some that it refers to sins before and 
after baptism, the former of which 
might be pardoned, but the iatter of 
which might not be; and some, and 
perhaps this is the common opinion 
among the Roman Catholics, that it 



refers to sins that might or might not 
be pardoned after death, thus referriog 
to the doctrine of purgatory. These 
various opinions may be seen stated 
more at length in Rosen muller, Lucke, 
Pool (^St/noptii), and Clarke in loc. To 
go into an examination of ali these 
opinions would require a volume by it- 
self, and all that can be done here is to 
furnish what seems to me to be the 
fair exposition of the passage. The 
word brother may refer either to a 
member of the church, whether of 
the particular church to which one was 
attached or to another, or it may be used 
in the larger sense which is common as 
denoting a fellow-man, a member of 
the great family of mankind. There 
is nothing in the word which necessa- 
rily limits it to one in the church; 
there is nothing in the connection, or 
in the reason assigned, why what is 
said should be limited to such an 
one. The duty here enjoined would 
be the same whether the person referred 
to was in the church or not, for it is 
our duty to pray for those who sin, and 
to seek the salvation of those whom we 
see to be going astray and to be in 
danger of ruin, wherever they are, or 
whoever they may be. At the same 
time, the correct interpretation of the 
passage does not depend on determining 
whether the word brother refers to one 
who is a professed Christian or not ^A 
sin which is not unto death* The great 
question in the interpretation of the 
whole passage is, what is meant by the 
« sin unto death.' The Greek (afcaptta 
H^^vo/toif) would mean properly a 
sin which tends to death ; which would 
terminate in death ; of which death 
was the penalty, or would he the result, 
unless it were arrested ; a sin which, if 
it had its own course, would terminate 
thus, as we should speak of a disease 
* unto death.' Comp. Notes on John 
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xi. 4. The word death is used in three 
significations in the New Testament, 
and as employed here might, so far as the 
word is concerned, be applied in any 
one of those senses. It is used to de- 
note (a) literally, the death of the body ; 
(6) spiritual death, or death < in tres- 
passes and sin* (Eph. ii. 1) ; (c) the 
* second death,' death in the world of 
Vfoe and despair. If the sin here men> 
tioned re^rs to temporal death, it means 
such a sin that temporal death mtut 
inevitably follow, either by the disease 
which it has produced, or by a judicial 
sentence where there was no hope of 
pardon or of a commutation of the 
punishment ; if it refers to death in the 
future world, the second death, then it 
means such a sin as is unpardonable. 
That this last is the reference here 
seems to me to be probable, if not 
clear, from the following considerations. 
(1.) There is such a sin referred to in 
the New Testament, a sin for which 
there is forgiveness < neither in this life 
Dor the life to come.' See Notes on 
Matt. xii. 31, 32. Comp. Mark iii. 29. 
If there is such a sin, there is no im- 
propriety in supposing that John would 
refer to it here. (2.) This is the obvious 
interpretation. It is that which would 
occur to the mass of the readers of the 
New Testament, and which it is pre- 
sumed they do adopt ; and this, in ge- 
neral, is one of the best means of as- 
certaining the sense of a passage in the 
Bible. (3.) The other significations 
attached to the word death, would be 
quite inappropriate here, (a) It cannot 
mean < unto spiritual death/ that is, 
to a continuance in sin, for how could 
that be known, and if such a case oc- 
curred, why would it be improper to 
pray for iti Besides, the phrase <a 
sin unto spiritual death,' or < unto con- 
tinuance in sin,' is one that is unmean- 
ing. ^ (b) It cannot be shown to refer 
to a disease that should be unto death 
miraculously inflicted on account of 
sin, because, if such cases occurred, 
they were very rare, and even if a dis-. 
34 
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ease came upon a man miraculously in 
consequence of sin, it could not be 
certain iy known whether it was, or was 
not, unto death. All who were visited 
in this way did not certainly die (Comp. 
1 Cor. V. 4, 5 with 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7, See 
also 1 Cor. xi. 30). (c) It cannot be 
shown that it refers to the case of those 
who were condemned by the civil ma- 
gistrate to death, and for whom there was 
no hope of reprieve or pardon, for it is 
not certain that there were such cases, 
and if there were, and the person con- 
demned were innocent, there was everj 
reason to pray that God would inter- 
pose and save them, even when there 
was no hope from man ; and if they were 
guilty, and deserved to die, there was 
no reason why they should not pray 
that the sin might be forgiv.en, and that 
they might be prepared to die, unless it 
were a case where the sin was unpar- 
donable. It seems probable, therefore, 
to me, that the reference here is to the 
sin against the Holy Ghost, and that 
John means here to illustrate the duty 
and the power of prayer, by showing 
that for €My sin short of that, however 
aggravated, it was their duty to pray 
that a brother might be forgiven. 
Though it might not be easy to deter- 
mine what was the unpardonable sin*, 
and John does not say that those to 
whom he wrote could determine that 
with certainty, yet there were many 
sins which were manifestly not of that 
aggravated character, and for those 
sins it was proper to pray. There was 
clearly but one sin that was unpardon- 
able — (there is a sin unto death;'— 
there might be many which were not 
of this description, and in relation to 
them there was ample scope for the ex- 
ercise of the prayer of faith. The 
same thing is true now. It is not 
easy to define the unpardonable sin, 
and it is impossible for us to determine 
iD any case with absolute certainty that 
a man has committed it. But there 
are multitudes of sins which men com- 
mit, which on no proper interpretation 
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of the pMMfM retpecling the em which 
<hath never forgiveoeeB,* can come 
under the description of that «n, and 
for which it is proper, therefore, to pray 
that they may be paidoned. We know 
of cases enough where sin may be for- 
given; and, without allowing the mind 
to be disturbed about the question re- 
specting the unpardonable sin, it is our 
duty to bear such cases on our hearts 
before God, and to plead with him that 
our erring brethren may be saved. 
^Heahaiiask. That is, he shall pray 
that the offender may be brought to 
true repentance, and may be saved. 
f And he ahaUgivt him life for them 
that tin not unto death. That is, 
God shall give life, and he shall 
be saved from the eternal death to 
which be ^as exposed. This, it is 
said* would be given to < him' who of* 
Ibrs the prayer; that is, his prayer 
would be the means of saving the of- 
fending brother. What a motive is 
this to prayer ! How faithful and con- 
stant should we be in pleading for our 
fellow-dinners, that we may be instru- 
mental ill saving their souls ! What 
joy will await those in heaven who 
shall see there many who were rescued 
from ruin in answer to their prayers ! 
Comp. Notes on James v. 15, 19, 20. 
IT There i» u nu unto death. A sin 
which is of such a character that it 
throws the offender beyond the reach 
of mercy, and which is not to be par- 
doned. See Mark iii. 28, 29. The 
apostle does not here say what that sin 
is ; nor how they might know what it 
is; nor even that in any case they 
could determine that it had been com- 
mitted. He merely says that there is 
such a sin, and that he does not design 
that his remark about the efficacy of 
prayer should be understood as extend- 
ing to that % I do not aay thai he 
shall pray for it. * I do not intend 
that my remark shall be extended to all 
sin, or mean to affirm that all possible 
forms of guilt are the proper subjects 
of prayer, for I am aware that there is 



one sin which is an exception, and ray 
remark is not to be applied to that' 
He does not say that this sin was of 
common occurrence ; or that they cooU 
know when it had been conamitted ; oi 
even that a case could ever occur in 
which they could determine that ; h« 
merely says that in respect to that sin 
he did not say that prayer should be 
offered. It is indeed implied in a most 
delicate way that it would not be pro- 
per to pray for the forgiveness of such 
a sin, but he does not say that a case 
would ever happen in which they would 
^010 certainly that the sin had been 
committed. There were instances in 
the times of the prophets in which tbe 
sin of the people became so nniveisal 
and so sggravated that they were for- 
bidden to pray for them. Isa. xiv. 11. 
«Then said the Lord unto me. Pray 
not for this people for their good." xr. 
1. "Then said the Lord onto me, 
Though Moses and Samuel stood b^ 
fore me, yet my mind could not be to- 
ward this people ; cast them out of my 
sight, and let them go forth." Comp. 
Notes on Isa. i. 15. But these were 
cases in which the prophets were di- 
rectly instructed by God not to pray for 
a people. We have no such instruc- 
tion, and it may be said now with troth 
that, as we can never be certain respect- 
ing any one that he has committed tbe 
unpardonable sin, there is no one for 
whom we may not with propriety pray. 
There may be those who are so fti 
gone in sin that there may seem to be 
little, or almost no ground of hope. 
They may have cast off all the re- 
straints of religion, of morality, of de- 
cency; hiey may disregard all the 
counsels of parents and friends ; they 
may be sceptical, sensual, pro&ne ; they 
may be the companions of infidels and 
of mockera ; they may have forsaken 
the sanctuary, and learned to despite 
the sabbath ; they may have been pro- 
fessors of religion, and now may have 
renounced the faith of the gospel alto- 
gether, but still, while there is life it is 
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unrignteousness * is 
sin : and there ^ is a sin not unto 
death. 

18 We know that whosoever 

ac.3.4. ' 6 Ro. 5. 20, 21. 



our duty to pray for theih, * if perad- 
venture God will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of tbe~trutb.* 2 
Tim. ii. 25. < All things are possible 
with God;* and he has reclaimed 
^ ofienders more hardened, probably, than 
' any that we have known, and has de- 
' monstrated that there is no form of de- 
I pravity which he has not the power to 
subdue. Let us remember the cases 
^ of Manasaeh, of Saul of Tarsus, of 
' Augustine, of Banyan, of Newton, of 
tens of thoasands who.have been re- 
' claimed from th^ vilest forms of ini- 
' quity, and then let us never despair of 
' the conversion of any, in answer to 
' prayer, who may have gone astray, as 
' long as they are in this world of pro- 
' bation and of hope. Let no parent de- 
' spair who has an abandoned son ; let 
' no vnfe cease to pray who has a dissi- 
pated husband. How many a prodigal 
' son has come back to fiU with happi- 
' nesa an aged parent's heart ; how many 
a dissipated husband has been reformed 
to give joy again to the wife of his 
^ youth, and to make a paradise again of 
' his miserable home ! 

17. All unrighteotuness ia sin, &c 
This jseems to be thrown in to guard 
what he had just said, that there is 
one great and enormous sin, a sin 
which could not be forgiven. But he 
• says also that there are many other 
forms and degrees of sin, sin for which 
prayer may be made. Every thing, 
he says, which is unrighteous (a^ucia) ; 
every thing which does not conform to 
the holy law of God, and which is not 
right in the view of that law, is to be 
regarded as sin, but we are not to sup- 
pose that all sin of that kind is of such 
a character that it cannot possibly be 
forgiven. There are many who commit 
sin who we may hope will be recovered, 



is born of God sinneth not ; but 
he that is begotten of God keep- 
eth ^ himself, and that wicked 
one toucheth him not. 

c Ja. 1. 27. 



and for them it is proper to pray. 
Deeply affected as we may be in 
view of the fact that there is a sin 
which can never be pardoned, and 
much as we may pity one who has been 
guilty of such a sin, yet we should not 
hastily conclude in any case that it has 
been committed, and should bear con- 
stantly in mind that while there is one 
such sin, there are multitudes that may 
be pardoned, and that for them it is our 
duty unceasingly to pray. 

18. We know that whosoever is bom 
of God sinneth not. Is not {labitually 
and characteristically a sinner; does 
not ultimately and finally sin uind 
perish ; cannot, therefore, commit the ■ 
unpardonable sin. Though he tnay 
fall into sin, and grieve his brethren, yet 
we are never to cease to pray for a trye 
Christian ; we are never iof^el thiit he 
has committed the sin which has tt^er 
forgiveness, and that he has .thrown 
himself beyond the reach of our prayers^ 
This passage, in its connection, is «' full 
proof that a true Chriatiafi imll never 
commit the unpardooable sin, UTid, 
therefore, is a proof that he will never 
fall from grace. Corpp. Notes on Heb. 
vi. 4 — 8 ; X. 26. On the meaning of 
the assertion here made, that * whoso* 
ever is born of God sinneth not,' see 
Notes on ch. iii. 6 — 9, %Keepeth him- 
self. It is not said that he does it by 
his own strength, but he will put forth 
his best efforts to keep himself from 
sin, and by divine assistance he will be 
able to accomplish it. Comp. Notes 
on ch. iii. 3. Jude 21. 1 And that 
wicked one toucheth him not. The 
great enemy of all good is repelled in 
his assaults, and he is kept from falling 
into his snares. The word toucheth 
(artf sf at) is used here in the sense of 
harm or injure* 
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19 And we know that we are 
of God, and the whole world lieth 
in wickedness. 



19. And we know that we are of 
God. We who are Cbrietians. The 
a|KMtIe Buppoeed thai true Christians 
might have so clear evidence on that 
iiibject as to leave no doobt on their 
own minds that they were the chil« 
dren of God. Comp. ch. iii. 14. 2 
Tim. i. 12. H And the whole world. 
The term world here evidently means 
not the material world, but the people 
that dwell on the earth, including all 
idolaters, and all sinners of every grade 
and kind. H Lieth in wiekedneu, * In 
the wicked one,' or under the power 
of the wicked one (iy 1*$ Hoyfjp^)* It 
is true that the word {ftovtjpC>) may be 
used here in the neuter gender, as our 
translators have rendered it, meaning 
< in that which is evil,' or in * wicked- 
ness ;* but it may be in the masculine 
gender, meaning < the wicked one ;' and 
then the sense would be that the 
whole world is under his control or 
dominion. That this is the meaning 
of the apostle seems to be clear, because 
(1.) The corresponding phrase (ver. 20) 
(ivf$ dKs%w^)i *in him that is true,' 
is evidently to be construed in the mas- 
culine, referring to God the Saviour, 
and meaning * him that is true,' and 
not that we are 'in truth.' (2.) It 
makes better sense to say that the 
world lies under the control of the 
wicked one, than to say that it lies * in 
wickedness.' (3.) This accords better 
with the other representations in the 
Bible, and the ussge of the word else- 
where. Comp. 1 John ii. 13. * Ye have 
overcome the wicked one;' 14, <ye 
have overcome the wicked one ;' iii. 12, 
<who was of that wicked one.' See 
also Notes on 2 Cor. iv. 4, on the ex- 
pression < the God of this world ;' John 
xii. 31, where he is called <the prince 
of this world ;' and Eph. ii. 2, where he 
is called < the prince of the power of the 
air.' In all these passages it is sup- 



20 And we know that the 
Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding, 



posed that Satan has control over the 
world, especially the heathen world. 
Comp. Eph. Vi. 12. 1 Cor. z. 20. In 
regard to the fad that the heathen 
world was pervaded by wickedness, see 
Notes on Rom. i 21 — 32. (4.) It may 
be added, that this interpretation is 
adopted by the most eminent critics and 
commentators. It is that of Calvin, 
Beza, Benson, Macknight, Bloomfield, 
Piscator, LCicke, &c. The word lieth 
here (xsMfot) means properly to lie ; to 
be laid ; to recline ; to be aitaated, &c. 
It seems here to refer to the passive and 
torpid state of a wicked world under 
the dominion of the prince of evil, ss 
acquiescing in his reign ; making no 
resistance; not even struggling to be 
free. It lies thus as a beast that is 
subdued, a body that is dead, or any 
thing that is wholly passive, quiet, and 
inert There is no energy; no effort 
to throw off the reign; no resistance; 
no struggling. The dominion is com- 
plete, and body and soul, individuals 
and nations, are entirely subject to his 
will. This striking expression will not 
unaptly now describe the condition of 
the heathen world, or of sinners in 
general. There would seem to be no 
government under which men are so 
little restive, and against which they 
have so little disposition to rebel, ss 
that of Satan. Comp. 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
20. And we know that the Son of 
God is come. We know this by the ' 
evidence that John had referred to in 
this epistle. Ch. i. 1—4; v. 6 — 8. 
1 And hath given ua an understand- 
ing. Not an < understanding' consi- 
dered as a faculty of the mind, for reli- 
gion gives us no new faculties; hot 
he has so instructed us that we do un- 
derstand the great truths referred to 
Comp. Notes on Luke xxiv. 4&. All 
the correct knowledge which we have 
of God and his government, is to bo 



A. D.90.] 

-" that we may know him that is 
true : and we are in him that is 
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true, even 



traced directly or indirectly to the 
Great Prophet whom God has sent into 
the world. John i. 4, 18; viii. 12; ix. 
5. Heb. i. 1^3. Matt. xi. 27. IT That 
tue may know him that is true. That 
iSy the true God. See Notes on John 
xvii. 3. IT And we are in him that 
is true. That is, we are united to him; 
we belong to him ; we are his friends. 
This idea is often expressed in the 
Scriptures by being < in him.' It de- 
notes a most intimate union, as if we 
were one with him — or were a part of 
him — as the branch is in the vine. 
John XV. 4, 6. The Greek construc- 
tion is the same as that applied to * the 
wicked one/ ver. 19 (|y t'^ 0X17^9) • 
IT This is the true God,* There has 
been much difference of opinion in re- 
gard to this important passage ; whether 
it refers to the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
immediate antecedent, or to a more 
remote antecedent — referring to God, 
as such. The question is of importance 
in its bearing on the doctrine of the 
divinity of the Saviour ; for if it refers 
to him, it furnishes an unequivocal 
declaration that he is divine. The 
question is, whether John meant that 
it, should be referred to him ? With- 
out going into an extended examination 
of the passage, the following considera- 
tiona seem to me to make it morally 
certain that, by the-phrase * this is the 
true God,' 4cc., he did refer to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (1.) The grammatical 
construction favours it. Christ is the 
immediate antecedent of the pronoun 



* Many MSS. here insert the word Ood-^ 
• the trae Ood' (rdv SiXn^tvdv ^edv). This is 
also found in the Vulgate, Coptic, iEthiopic, 
and Arabic versions, and in the Compiuten- 
sian edition of the New Testament. The 
reading, however, is not so well sustained as 
to be adopted by Griesbach, Tittman, or 
Hahn. That it may be a genuine reading is 
indeed possible, but the evidence is against 
it. Lticke (p. 349) supposes that it is genu- 
ine, and endeavours to account for the man- 
ner in which it was omitted in the MSa. 
34* 's 



401 
in his Son Jesus 

a Lu. 24. 45. 



this (o^fo;). This would be regarded 
aa the obvious and certain construction 
so far as the grammar is concerned, 
unless there were something in the 
thing affirmed which led us to seek 
some more remote, and less obvious 
antecedent^ No doubt would have 
been ever entertained on this point, if 
it had not been for the reluctance to 
admit that the Lord Jesus is the true 
God. If the assertion had been that 
( this is the true Messiah ;' or that < this 
is the Son of God ;' or that * this is he 
who was born of the Virgin Mary,' there 
would have been no difBculty in the 
construction. I admit that this argu- 
ment is not absolutely decisive; for 
cases do occur where a pronoun refers, 
not to the immediate antecedent, but to 
one more remote; but cases of that 
kind depend on the ground of neces- 
sity, and can be applied only when it 
would be a clear violation of the sense 
of the author to refer it to the immedi- 
ate antecedent (2.) This construction 
seems to be demanded by the adjunct 
which John has assigned to the phrase 
« the true God,' — • btbbnai lipb.' This 
is an expression which John would be 
likely to apply to the Lord Jesus, con- 
sidered as /t/e, and the source of life, 
and not to God as such. " How familiar 
is this language with John, as applied 
to Christ ! * In -him (i. e. Christ) was 
LIFE, and the mfb was the light of 
men — giving lifb to the world — the 
bread of lifb — my words are spirit and 
MFB — I am the way, and the truth, 
and the mfe. This ufb (Christ) was 
manifested, and we have seen it, and 
do testify to you, and declare the eter- 
iTAL LIFE which was. with the Father, 
and was manifested to us.' 1 John i. 
2." Prof, Stuart, Letters to Dr. Chan- 
ning, p. 83. There is no instance in 
the writings of John, in which the ap- 
pellation 1.1FE, and eternai life, is be- 
stowed upon the Father, to designate 
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Christ. This * is' the true God, 
and eternal life. 

als.9.6. 

him M th« aaibor of spiritiMl and eter- 
nal life; and as thiaoccunsoirequently 
in John's writini^ as applied to Christ, 
the laws of exegesis require that both 
the phrase * the true God/ and * eternal 
life,* should be applied to him* (3.) If 
it refers to God as such, or to the word 
« true' (tw ai^tfiwov [>«w]), it would be 
mere tautology, or a mere truism. The 
rendering then would be, <That we 
may know the trtie God, and we are in 
the true God: this i$ the true God, 
anti eternal life.' Can we believe that 
an inspired man would affirm gravely, 
and -with so much solemnity, and as if 
it were a truth of -sb liuch magnitude, 
Chat the true God {9 the true Gt>d } 
(4.) This interpretation accords with 
what we are sure John would affirm 
respectiflg the Lord Jesus Christ Can 
there be any doubt that he who said, 
* la the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
Wocd was Godf' that he who said 
<all things were made by bkn, and 
without him was nothing made that 
was made ;' that he who recorded the 
dedaratioQ of -the Saviottt, * I and my 
Father are one;' and the declaration 
of Thomas, < my Lord and my God,' 
would apply to him the appellation the 
true God / (5.) If John did no^ mean 
to affirm this, he has made use of an 
expression which was liable to be mis- 
understood, and which, as facts have 
shown, would be misconstrued by the 
great portion of those who might read 
what he had written ; and, moreover, 
an expression that would lead to the 
very sin against which he endeavours 
to guard in the next verse — the sin of 
substituting a creature in the place of 
God, and rendering to another the 
honour due to him. The language 
which he uses is just such as, accord- 
ing to its natural interpretation, would 
lead men to worship one as the true 



21 Little children, keep your- 
selves from idols. *' Amen. 

b 1 Co. 10. 14. 



God who is not the true God, unless 
the Lord Jesus be divine. For these 
reasons, it seems to me that the fair 
interpretation of this passage demands 
that it should be understood as referring 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. If so, it is a 
direct assertion of his divinity, for there 
could be no higher proof of it than tc 
affirm that he is the true God. IT And 
etemcU life. Having < life in himself 
(John V. 26), and tiie source and 
fountain of life to the soul. No 
more frequent appellation, perhaps, 
is given to the Saviour by John, than 
that he is life, and the source of life. 
Comp. John L 4; v. 36, 40; x. 10; 
vi. 83, 35, 48, 61, 53, 63 ; xi. 25 ; xiv. 
6 ; XX. 31 ; 1 John i. I, 2 ; ▼. 12. 

21. Little children. This is a &- 
vourite mode of address with John 
(See Notes on ch. ii. 1), and it was 
proper to use it in giving his parting 
counsel, embracing, in fact, all that he 
had to say — that they should keep 
themselves from idols, and sufler no- 
thing to alienate their afl^tions from 
the true God. His great object had 
been to lead them to the knowledge 
and love of God, and all his coun- 
sels would be practically- followed, 
if, amidst the temptations of idolatry, 
and the allurements of sin, nothing 
were allowed to estrange their hearts 
from him. ^ Keep yourselves from 
idols. From worshipping them ; from 
all that would imply communion with 
them or their devotees. Oomp. Notes 
on 1 Cor. X. 14. The word rendered 
idols here (elSoAor) means, properly, 
an image, spectre, shade — as of the 
dead ; then any image or figure which 
would represent any thing, particularly 
any thing invisible; and hence any 
thing designed to represent God, and 
that was set up with a view to be ac- 
knowledged as representing him, or to 
bring him, or his peifectioosy more 
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vividly before the mind. Ttie word is 
applicable to idol-gods — ^heathen deities, 

' 1 Cor. viii;4, 7; x. 19. Rom. ii. 22; 
2 Cor. vi. 16. 1 Thess. i. 9 ; bat it 
would, also, be applicable to any image 
designed to represent the true God, and 
through, or by which the true God was 

, to be adored. The essential things in 

, the word seem to be (a) An image or 
representation of the deity ; and (6) 
The making of that an object of ado- 
ration instead of the true God. Since 
one of these things would be likely to 
lead to the other, both are forbidden in 
the prohibitions of idolatry. Ex. xx. 
4, 5. This would forbid all attempts 
to represent God by paintings or statu- 
ary ; all idol-worship, or worship of 

\ heathen gods ; all images and pictures 
that would be substituted in the place 
of God as objects of devotion, or that 
might transfer the homage^ from God to 
the image; and all giving of those af- 
fections to other beings or objects which 
are due to God. Why the apostle 
closed this epistle with this injunction 
he has not stated, and it may not be 
easy to determine. It may have been 
for such reasons as these : (!•) Those 
to whom he wrote were surrounded by 
idolaters, and there was danger that 
they might fall into the prevailing sin, 
or in some way so act as to be under- 
stood to lend their sanction to idolatry. 
(2.) In a world full of alluring objects, 
there was danger then, as there is at 
all times, that the affections should be 
fixed on other objectStthan the supreme 
€rod, and that what is due to him 
should be withheld. It may be added, 
in the conclusion of the exposition of 
this epistle, that the same caution is as 
needful for us as it was to those to 
whom John wrote. We are not in 
danger, indeed, of bowing down to 
idols, or of engaging in the grosser 
forms of idol-worship. But we may 
be in no leas danger than they to whom 



John wrote were, of substituting other 
things in our affections in the place of 
the true God, and, of devoting to them 
the time and the affection which are 
due to him. Our children it is possible 
to love with such an attachment as 
shall effectually exclude the true God 
from the heart. The world — its wealth, 
and pleasures, and honours — we may 
love with a degree of attachment such 
as even an idolater would hardly show 
to his idol-gods ; and all the time which 
he would take in performing his devo- 
tions in an idol-temple, we may devote 
with equal fervour to the service of the 
world. There is practical idolatry all 
over the world ; in nominally Christian 
lands as well as among the heathen ; 
in families that acknowledge ^no God 
but wealth and fashion ; in the hearts 
of mukitudes of individuals who would 
scora the thought of worshipping at a 
Pagan altar; «nd even, it is' to be 
found, in the heart of many a one who 
professes to be acquainted with' the 
true God, and to be on heir of 
heaven. God should hate the supreme 
place in our affections; The love of 
every thing else should be held' in strict 
subordination to the love of Him. He 
should reigrn in our hearts; be 'ac- 
knowledged In ouf olosets, our fatal- 
lies, and in the place of {inblic worship ; 
be submitted to at all timea as having 
a right to command and control us ; be 
obeyed in all the expressions of his 
will, by his word, by his Providence, 
and by his Spirit ; be so loved that we 
shall be willing to part without a mur- 
mur with the dearest object of affection 
when he takes it from us ; and so that, 
with joy and triumph, we shall welcome 
his messenger, the angel of decUh, 
when he shall come to summon us into 
his presence. To all who may read 
these illustrations of the epistle of the 
* beloved disciple,' may God grant this 
inestimable blessing and honour, Axur. 
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§ 1. The Authmtitity of the Second and Vdrd Epistles of John. 

Ths aathenticity of these two epiitles was doubted by meny in the early 
Christian church, and it was not bdfore a considerable time had elapsed that 
their canonical authority was fully admitted. The first of the three epistles was 
always received as the undoubted production of the apostle John ; but, though 
not positively and absolutely rejected, there were many doubts entertained in re- 
gard to the authorship of the second and third. Their exceeding brevity, and 
the fact that they were addressed to individuals, and seemed not designed for 
general circulation, made them less frequently referred to by the early Christian 
writers, and tenders it more difficult to establish their genuineness. 

The evidence of their genuineness is of two kinde— external and internal 
Tlwttgh, from their brevity, the proof on these points must be less full and clear 
than it is in regard to the first epistle, yet it is such as to satisfy the mind, on 
the whole, that they are the production of the apostle John, and are entitled to 
A place in the canon of Scripture. 

(1.) SxtemaL The evidence of this kind, either for or against the authen- 
ticity of these epistles, is found in the following testimonies respecting them in 
the writings of the Fathers, and the following foots in regard to their admission 
into the canon. 

(a) In the church and school at Alexandria they were both well known, and 
were received as a part of the sacred writings. Clement of Alexandria, and 
Alexander, bishop of Alexandria, quote them, or refer to them, as the writings 
of the apostle John. Lardner, vi. 275 ; Likcke, p. 329. Origen, the successor 
of Clement, says, <* John left behind him an epistle ot very few eiiehoi / perhaps 
also a second and third, though some do not consider these genuine. Both these 
together, however, contain only an hundred siichoi.** Dionysius of Alexandria, 
shows that he was acquainted with all of them, but calls the two last ^spoficKu 
— ^writings alleged to be genuine. For the import of this word, as used by 
Dionysius, see LQcke, pp. 330, 331. 

(b) These epistles were known and received in the Western churches in the 
second and third centuries. Of this fact, an important witqess is found in Ire- 
n»as, who, on account of the place where he resided during his youth, and the 
Bchool in which he was educated, deserves especial regard as a witness respecting 
the works of John. Hug. He was born at Smyrna, and lived not long afier 

(cccciv) 
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the ttmefl of the apMtles. He was a disciple of Polycarp, who wag acquainted 
with the apostle John, and having passed his early years in Asia Minor, must, 
in the circumstances in which he was placed, have been familiar .with the writ- 
ings of John, and have known well what writings were attributed to him. 
Ho quotes the second epistle (ver. 11), and with express reference to John as 
the author, under the name of " John, the disciple of our Lord." In another 
place, also, he refers to this epistle. After quoting from the first epistle, he con- 
tinues, « And John, the disciple of Jesus, in the epistle before mentioned, com- 
manded that they (the heretics) should be shunned, saying," &c He then 
quotes, word for word, the seventh and eighth verses of the epistle. 

(c^ The African church, in the third century, regarded the second epistle, at 
least, as the production of John. At a Synod in Carthage, under Cyprian, 
Aurelius, bishop of Chullabi, in j^iving his vote on the question on baptizing 
heretics, quotes the tenth verse of the second epistle as authority, saying, < John, 
in his epistle, declares,' &c 

((Z) There is some doubt in regard to the Syrian church, whether these epistles 
were at first received, as genuine or not. The manuscripts of the Peschito, or 
old Syriac version, at least since the sixth century, do not contain the Epistle 
of Jude, the Second Epistle of Peter, or thd Second and Third of John. Yet 
Ephrem the Syrian, in the fourth century, quotes the Epistle of Jude, the Se- 
cond Epistle of Peter, and the Second of John, as genuine and canonical. As 
this father in the Syrian church was not acquainted with the Greek language 
(LUcke)t it is clear that he must have read these epistles in a translation, and 
as would seem most probable in some Syriac version. The probability would 
seem to he, as these epistles are not in the oldest Syriac version, that there was 
some doubt about their authenticity when that version was made, but that before 
the time of Ephrem they had come to be reg^arded as genuine, alkd were trans- 
lated by some other persons. Their use in the time of Ephrem would at 4east 
show that they were then regarded as genuine. They may have been, indeed, 
at some period attached to the ancient version, but at a later period, a^ they did 
not originally belong to that version, they may have been separated from it 
Liickc, At all events, it is clear that at an early period in the Syrian -church 
they were regarded as genuine. - '.• 

(e) Though there were doubts . among many of the Fathers, respecting the 
genuineness of these epistles, yet they were admitted in several councils of the 
church to be genuine. In the 85th of the apostolic canons (so called) ; in the 
60th canon of the Synod of Laodicea ; the council at Hippo (A. D. 393), and 
the third council of Carthage (A. D. 397), they were reckoned as undoubtedly 
pertaining to the inspired canon of Scripture. 

(/) All doubte on the subject of the genuineness of these epistles were, how- 
ever, subsequently removed in the view of Christian writers, and in the middle 
ages they were universally received as the writings of the apostle John. Some 
of the Reformers again had doubts of their genuineness. Erasmus quoted the 
sentiment of Jerome, that it was not the apostle John who wrote these epistles, 
but a presbyter of the same name ; and Calvin seems to have entertained some 
doubt of their genuineness, for he has omitted them in his commentaries, but 
these doubts have also dissppeared, and the conviction has again become general, 
and indeed almost universal, that, they are to be ranked among the genuine 
writings of the apostle John. 

It may be added here, that the doubU which have been entertained on the 
subject, and the investigations to which they have given rise, show the care 
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which has been evinced in forming the canon of the New Testameot, and de- 
monftrate that the Chriitian world has not been dupoted to receive book* as of 
•acred aolhority without evidence of their genuineness. 

(2.) There is strong internal evidence that they are genuine^ This is found 
in their style, sentiment, and manner. It is true, that one who was fomiJiar 
with the writings of the apostle John might compoee two riiort epistles like 
theee, that should be mistaken for the real productions of the apostle. There 
are, even in these brief epistles, not a few passages which seem to be a mere 
repetition of what John has elsewhere said. But there are some thinge la 
regard to the internal evidence that they are the writings of the apostle John, 
and were not designedly forged, which deserve a more paiticaiar notice. Thry 
are such as these : (a) As already said, the style, sentiment, and manner are 
such aa are appropriate to John. There is nothing in the epistles which we 
might not suppose he would write ; there is much that accords with what be 
has written ; there is much in the style which would not be likely to be found 
in the writings of another man ; and there is nothing in the sentiments v^hich 
would lead us to suppose that the manner of the apostle John had been assumedi 
for the purpose of palming upon the world productions which were not hie. 
Resemblances between these epistles will strike every reader, and it is unneces- 
sary to specify them. The following passages, however, are so decidedly in the 
manner of Jebn, that it may be presumed that they were either written by him, 
or by one who designed to copy from him : second epistle, vs. 6, 6, 7, 9 ; third 
epistle, vs. 11, 12. (b) The fact that the name of the vnriter is not affixed to 
the epistles, is much in the manner of John. Paul, in every case except in the 
epistle to the Hebrews, affixed his name to his epistles ; Peter, James, and 
Jude did the same thing. John, however, has never done it it any of his writ- 
ings, except the Apocalypee. He seems to have supposed that there was some- 
thing about his style, and manner, which would commend hia writings as gen- 
vine ; or that in some other way they would he so well understood to be his, 
that it was not necessary to apecify it Yet, the omission of his name, or of 
something that would lay claim to his authority as an apostle, would not be 
likely to occur if these epistles were fiibricated with a design of palming them 
upon the world as his. The artifice would be too refined, and would be too 
likely to defeat itself, to be adopted by one who should form such a plan, (c) 
The apparently severe and harsh remarks made in the epistle in regard to here- 
tics, may be adverted to as an evidence that these epistles are the genuine writ- 
ings of John the apostle. Thus, in the second epistle, ver. 10, he says, «If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed." So in the third epistle, ver. 10: "If I 
come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with mali- 
cious words," dec. It has been made an objection to the genuineness of these 
epistles, that this is not in the spirit of the mild and amiable < disciple whom 
Jesus loved ;* that it breathes a temper of uncharitableness and severity which 
could not have existed in him at any time, and especially when, as an old man, 
he is said to have preached nothing but * love one another.' But two circum- 
stances wilt show that this, so far from being an objection, is rather a proof of 
their genuineness. One is, that, in fact, these expressions accord with what 
we know to have been the chsracter of John. They are not inappropriate to one 
who was named by the master himself, < Boanerges — a son of thunder* (Mark 
iii. 17); or to one who was disposed to call down fire from heaven on the Sama* 
ritan who would not receive the Lord Jesus (Luke ix. 64) ; ok to one who, 
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when be saw another casting out devils in the name of Jesns^ took upon himself 
the authority to forbid him (Mark iz. 38). The truth is, that there was a re- 
markable mixture of gentleness and severity in the character of John, and though 
the former was the most prominent, and maj be supposed to have increased as he 
grew old, yet the other also often manifested itself. There was that in the 
character of John, which under some circumstances, and under other teaching 
than that of the Lord Jesus, might have been developed in the form of great 
exclusiTeness, bigotry, and sternness — perhaps in the form of open persecution. 
Under the teaching of the Saviour, and through his example, his milder and better 
nature prevailed, and so decidedly acquired the ascendency, that we almost never 
think of the harsher traits of his character. The other circumstance is, that it would 
nerer have occurred to one who should have attempted to forge an epistle in the 
name of John, to have introduced a passage of this kind. The artifice would 
have been too little likely to have accomplished the end, to have occurred to the 
mind, or to have been adopted. The public character of John was so amiable ; 
he was so uniformly spoken of as the * disciple whom Jesus loved ;* gentleness 
and kindness seemed to be such pervading traits in his nature, that no one ' 
would have thought of introducing sentiments which seemed to be at variance 
with these traits, even though, on a close analysis,. it could be made out that 
they were not contrary )to his natural character, (d) Perhaps, also, the appel- 
lation which the writer gives himself in these two epistles ^ fipta^tipoi) th€ 
elder y may be regarded as some evidence that they are the writings ofthe apos- 
tle John; that is, it is more probable that he would use this appellation 
than that any other writer would. It has^ indeed, been made a ground of ob- 
jection that the use of this term proves that (hey are not the productions of 
John. See Lucke, p. 340. But, as we have seen, John was not accustomed 
to prefix his own name to his writings, and if these epistles were .written by 
him when he was at Ephesus, nothing is more probable than that' he dhould 
use this term. It can hardly be regarded as an appellation pertaining to 
office, for as there were many elders or presbyters in the church (Acta 
XX. 17), the use of the term *the elder' would not be sufficiently distinctive to 
designate the writer. It may be presumed, therefore, to have a particular re* 
spect to age; and, under the circumstances supposed, it would apply to no one 
with so much propriety as to the apostle John — one who would be well-known 
as the aged and venerable disciple of the Saviour. Comp., however, LtLcke, on' ' 
the use of this word, pp. 340 — 343. 

§ 2. O/* the Person to whom John addressed his Second Epistle, 

This e{Hstle purporU to be addressed, as it is in our translation, to < the elect 
lady' (iy^ksx't^ »vpc^)> There has been great diversity of opinion in regard to 
the person here referred to, and there are questions respecting it which it is 
impossible to determine vtrith absolute certainty. The different opinions which 
have been entertained are the following : (a) Some have supposed that a Chris- 
tian matron is referred to, a friend of John, whose name was either 'ExkBXtrt 
(Eelecte)t or Kvpla {Cyria), CBcumenius and Theophyluct supposed that the 
pruper name of the female referred to was Eelecte ; others have adopted the 
other opinion that the name was Cyria. (b) Others among the ancienU, and 
particularly Clement, supposed that the church was denoted by this name, under 
the delicate image of an elect lady ; either some particular church to whom the 
epistle was sent, or to the church at large. This opinion has been held by 
some of the modern writers also, (e) Others have supposed, as is implied in 
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oar oommon Tenion, that it was addresnd to ■ome Chriatian matron, whoif 
name is not mentioned, but who was well-known to John, and perhaps to manj 
oth«rs, for her piety, and her acts of kindness to Christians. The reason wbj 
km name was suppressed, it has been supposed, was that if it had been men- 
tioned, it might have exposed her to trouble in some way, perhaps to perseco- 
tion. {d) Recently, Knauer (Studien und Kritik., 1833, Heft 2. a. 452, &), 
has endeavoured to show that it was addressed to the Virgin Mary, who is sup- 
posed then to have resided in Galilee. The improbability of this opinion is 
shown in Lacke, pp. 362, 358. 

These questions are not very important to be determined, even if they could 
be with accuracy ; and at this period of time, and with the few data which we 
have for forming a correct judgment on the subject, it is not possible to settle 
them with entire certainty. The probable truth in regard to this point, and all 
which it seems now possible to ascertain with any degree of certainty, may be 
expressed in the following specifications : 

(1.) The letter was addressed to an individual and not to a church. If it 
had been to a particular church, it would have been specified, for this is the 
uniform mode in the New Testament. If it were addressed to the church at 
large, it is in the highest degree improbable that John should have departed 
from the style of address in his first epbtle ; improbable in every way that he 
should have adopted another style so mystical and unusual in a plain prose 
composition. It is only in poetry ; in prophecy ; in compositions where figurative 
language abounds, that the church is represented as a female at all ; and it is 
wholly improbable that John, at the outset of a brief epistle, should have adopted 
this appellation. The fact that it was addressed to an individual female, is fur- 
ther apparent from the mention of her children, vs. i. 4 ; ** Unto the elect lady 
and her children ;" ** I found of thi/ children walking in truth." ~ This is not 
auch language as one would use in addressing a church. 

(2.) It is probable that the name of this lady was designed to be 
specified, and that it was Cyria (Kvpca)* This, indeed, is not absolntely cer- 
tain ; but the Oreek will readily bear this, and it accords best with apostolic 
usage, to suppose that the name of the person to whom the letter was addressed 
would be designated. This occurs in the third epistle of John, the epistles of 
Paul to Philemon, to Timothy, and to Titus, and, so far as appears, there is no 
reason why it should not have been done in the case before us. The Syriac 
and Arabic translators so understand it, for both have retained the name Cyria, 
It may do something to confirm this view, to remark that the name Cyria 
was not uncommon, in subsequent times, at least, among Christian 
females. See Corp. Inscript Gruter, p. 1127, Num* xi. ^vittTioi xai 17 ywri 
wytdu Ktjpuft. Comp. Lex. Hagiologic. Lips. 1719, p. 448, where two female 
martyrs of that name are mentioned. See also other instances referred to in 
JLiicke, com. p. 351. If these views are correct, then the true rendering of the 
passage would be, < The presbyter unto the elect Cyria.' 

(^.) Of this pious female, however, nothing more is known than what is 
mentioned in this epistle. From that we learn that John was warmly attached 
to her, ver. 5 ; that she was a mother, and that her children were pieus, vs. 1, 
4 ; and that she was of a hospitable character^ and would be likely to entertain 
those who came professedly as religious teachers, vs. 10, 11. Where, or when 
she -lived, or when she died, we have no information whatever. At the time of 
writing this epistle, John had strong hopes that he would be permitted to come 
soon and see her, but whether he ever did so, we are not informed, ver. 12. 
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§ 3. The Canonical Authority of the Second and Third Epiatks, 

The canonical authority of these epistles depends on the following thinpi : 

(1.) On the evidence that they are the writings of the apostle John. In p|i^ 
portion as that evidence is clear, their canonical authority is of course estab- 
lished. 

(2.) Though brief, and though addressed to individuals, they are admitted into 
the canon of Scripture with the same propriety as the epistles to Timothy, to 
Titus, and to Philemon, for those were addressed also to individuals. 

(3.) Like those epistles, also, these contain things of general interest t» 
the church. There is nothing in either that ia inconsistent with what John 
has elsewhere written, or that conflicts with any other part of the New Testa- 
ment ; there is much in them that is in the manner of John, and that breathes 
his ^irit; there is enough in them to tell us of the way of salvation. 

Of the time when these epistles were written, and the place where, nothing 
is known, and conjecture would be useless, as there are no marks of time ot 
place in either, and there is no historical statement that gives the information. 
It has been the common opinion that they were written at Ephesus, and when 
John was old. The appellation which he gives of himself, < the elder/ accordi 
with this suppoaitioa, though it does not make it abeolntely certain. 



THE SECOND 
EPISTLE GENERAL OF JOHN. 



rnjSE elder unto the elect lady 
X and her children, whom I 
love in the truth ; and not I only. 



AITALTSIS OF THE SECOITD XPI8TLS. 

The poioU embnoed io this epis- 
tle are these : A salutation to the 
female to whom it is addressed, and 
m expression of warm attachment to 
her family, ys. 1 — 3. An expression 
of joy and gratitude that he had been 
permitted to learn that her children 
had embraced the troth, and were walk- 
ing in it yer. 4. An exhortation to 
live in the exercise of mutual love, in 
obedience to the great commandment 
of the Saviour, vs. 5, 6. The fact that 
many deceivers had gone out into the 
irorld, and an exhortatioq to be on the 
guard against their arts. vs. 7, 8. A 
test by which they might be known, 
and their true character ascertained. 
var. 9* An exhortation to show them 
no countenance whatever; not to treat 
them in any auofa way, even in the rites 
of hospitality, as to give occasion to 
the charge that she was friendly to 
their doctrines, vs. 10, 11. A state- 
ment that, as he hoped to see her soon, 
he would not write more to her. ver. 
12. And the salutation of the children 
of some one who is spoken of as her 
elect sister, ver. 13. 

1 The elder. See the Intro. § 1.(2) 

(d). ir Unto the elect lady. The elect, 

or chosen Cyria. See Intro. § 2. He 

addresses her as one chosen of God to 

(410) ^ 



hut also all they that have known 
the truth; 



salvation, in the use of a term often 
applied to Christians in the New Tes- 
tament li And her children. The 
word here rendered children (rixpo) 
would include in itself both sons and 
daughters, but as the apostle immedi- 
ately uses a masculine pronoun (ovs), 
it would seem more probably that sons 
only were intended. At all events, the 
use of such a pronoun proves that a 
part at least of her children were sons. 
Of their number and character we have 
no information, except that (Notes on 
ver. 4) a part of them were Christians. 
IF Whom I love in the truth. See Notes 
on 1 John iii. 18. The meaning here 
is, that he truly ot sincerely loved them. 
The introduction of the srticle the here, 
which is not in the original (ip aXrj^iq), 
somewhat obscures the sense, as if the 
meaning were that he loved them so 
far as they embraced the truth. The 
meaning, however, is that he was sin- 
cerely attached to them. The word 
* whom' here (ov;) embraces both the 
mother and her children, though the 
pronoun is in the masculine gender, in 
accordance with the usage of the Greek 
language. No mention is made of her 
husband, and it may thence be inferred 
that she was a widow. Had he been 
living, though he might not have been 
a Christian, it is to be presumed that 
some allusion would have been made 
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2 For the truth's sake, which 
dwelleth in as, and shall be with 
us for ever. 

3 Grace be with you, mercy, 
and peace, from God the Father, 



to him as weil as to the children, espe- 
cially as there is reason to believe that 
only a part of her children were pious. 
See Notes on ver. 4. ^ And not I 
only, but also all they that have known 
the truth. That is, all those Christians 
who had had an opportunity of know-> 
ing them, were sincerely attached to 
them. It would seem from a subse- 
quent part of the epistle (ver. 10), that 
this female was of a hospitable cbar. 
acter, and was accustomed to entertain 
at her house the professed friends of 
religion, especially religious teachers, 
and it is probable that she was the more 
extensively known from this fact. The 
commendation of. the apostle here shows 
that it is possible that a family shall 
be extensively known as one of order, 
peace, and religion, so that all who 
know it, or hear of it, shall regard it 
with interest, respect, and love. 

2. For the truth's sake. They love 
this family because they love the truth, 
and see it so cordially embraced and so 
happily exemplified. They who love 
the gospel itself will rejoice in all the 
effects which it produces in society, on 
individuals, families, neighbourhoods,' 
and their hearts will be drawn with 
warm affection to the places where its 
influence is most fuUy seen. IT Which 
dwelleth in us. In us who are Chris- 
tians ; that is, the truths of the gospel 
which we have embraced. Truth may 
be said to have taken up a permanent 
abode in the hearts of all who love re- 
ligion. Y And shall be with . us for 
ever. Its abode with us is not for a 
night or a day ; not fox a month or a 
year ; not for the few years that make 
up mortal life; it is not a passing 
stranger that finds a lodging like the 
weary traveller for a night, and in the 
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and from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Father, in truth 
and love. 

4 .1 rejoiced greatly that I 
found of thy children walking 



morning is gone to be seen no more ; 
it has come to us to make our hearts 
its permanent home, and it is to be with 
us in all worlds, and while ceaseless 
ages shall roll away. 

3. Grttee be unto youy &c. See 
Notes on Rom. 1. 7. This salutation 
does not differ from those commonly 
employed by the sacred writers, except 
in the emphasis which is placed on the 
fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is < the 
Son of the Father.' This is much in 
the style of John, in all of whose writ- 
ings he dwells much on the faet that 
the Lord Jesus is the SoA of God, and 
on the importance of recognizing that 
fact in order to the possession of true 
religion. Comp. 1 John ii. 22, 23 ; iv. 
15 ; V. 1, 2, 10, 11, 12, 20. IT In truth 
and love. This phrase is not to be con- 
nected with the expression < the Son of 
the Father,' as if it meant that he was 
his Son ( in truth and love,* but is rather 
to be connected with the < grace, mercy, 
and peace' referred to, as a prayer that 
they might be manifested to this family 
in promoting truth and love. 

4. / rgoiced greatly that I found, 
&c. That I learned this fact respecting 
some of thy children. The apostle 
does not say how he had learned this* 
It may have been that he had become 
personally acquainted with them when ' 
they were away from their home, or 
that he had learned it from others. The 
word used (cj^jea) would apply to 
either method. Grotias supposed that 
some of the sons had come on business 
to Ephesus, and that John had become 
acquainted with them there. IT Of thy 
children walking in truth. That is, 
true Christians; living in accordance 
with the truth, for this constitutes the 
essence of religion. The expression 
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in truth, as we hate received a 

commandment from the Father. 

5 And now I beseech thee, 

lady, not as though I wrote a 



used here, * of thy children* (lx f J^ 
<fswav)« means gome of thy children ; 
implying that he knew of a part of 
them who were trae Christiana. Thia 
ia clear from the Greek conatraction, 
becauae (a) If he had meani to aay 
that he had found them utf to be 
of this deacription, the aentiment 
would have been directly expreased, 
<My children;' but as it ia aome 
word is necraaary to be underatood 
to complete the aenaa; and (b) the 
aame tiling ia demanded by toa fact 
that the participle uaed {iDaOdng>^ 
KCfX^CQkfovi'f ck) i^ in ^^^ accuuitive case. 
If he had referred to them all, tb« par- 
lidple would faav« been in the genitite, 
agreeing with the word ehiUhren ^tdn^ 
f€epi7ta/e6vi^uM>y iMcke. Whether the 
apisatle means to aay that only a part 
of them had in fact embraced the goa- 
pal, or that he had only known that a 
part of them had done it, though the 
othera might have done it without bia 
knowledge, ia not quite clear, though 
(he former auppoaition appeara to be 
the correct one, for if they had all be- 
come Christiana it is to be preaumed 
that he would have been informed of it 
The probability seeme to be that a part 
of her children only were truly pious, 
though- there is tio evidence that the 
others were otherwise than correct in 
their moral conduct. If there had been 
improper conduct in any of her other 
children, John was toocourteoua, and 
too delicate in hta feelings, io allude to 
ao disagreeable A circumstance. But, 
" if that piouir lady," to use the lan- 
guage of Benaon, <*had some wicked 
children, her lot was not peculiar. Her 
consolation was that she had aome who 
were truly good. John commended 
those who were good, in order to excite 



new commandment unto thee, 
but that which we had from tlie 
beginning, that * we love one 
another. 

a 1 Jna 3. SS. 



them in the moat agreeable manner to 
penevera.'* ^Amwc have received a 
commandment from the Father, That 
is, as he has commanded ua to live ; in 
accordance with the truth which he haa 
revealed. The Father, in the Scrip- 
ture, is everywhere represented aa the 
aonrce of law. 

6. And now I beseech ihee^ lady. 
Or, < And now I entreat thee, Cifria* 
(«vpM»). See Intro. § 2. If thia was 
her proper name, there is no impropriety 
in soppoaing that he would addreas her 
in thia familiar style. John waa pro- 
bably then a vei^ old man ; the female 
to whom the epiatle waa addressed waa 
doubtleaa much younger. ^ Not aa 
though I wrote a new commandment 
unto thee, John presumed that the 
command to love one another waa un- 
derstood as fiir aa the gospel waa known; 
and he might well presume itj for true 
Christianity never prevaila anywhere 
without prompting to the observance 
of this law. See Notes on 1 These, 
iv. 9. IT But that which we had from 
the beginning. From the time when 
the goapel waa first made known to ua. 
See Notea on 1 John iL 7; iii. 11. 
IT That we love one another. That is, 
that there be among the diaciples of 
Christ mutual love ; or that in all cir- 
cumatances and relations they should 
love one another. John x v. 12, 17. Thia 
general command, addressed to all the 
disciplea of the Saviour, John doubtleaa 
means to say waa as applicable to him 
and to the pious female to whom he 
wrote, aa to any others, and ought to 
be exerciaed by them towarda all true 
Christians, and he exhorts her, as he 
did all Christiana, to exercise it. It 
waa a command on which, in his old 
age, he loved to dwell ; and he had Uttle 
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6 And this " is love, that we 
-walk after his cbmmandments. 
This is the commandment, That 
as ye have heard from the begin- 
ning ye should walk in it. 

7 For * many deceivers arc 
entered into the world, who con- 

a Jno. 14. IS, 31. b 1 Jno. 4. 1. 

cMar. ia9. <fPlLai6. Re. 3. 11. 



more to say to her than this, to exhort 
her to obey this injunction of the Sa- 
viour. 

6. And this is hve, that toe walk 
after his commandments. This is the 
proper expression or evidence of love 
to God. See Notes on John xiv. 16, 
21. ^This is the commandment. 
That is, this is his great and pecuUsrr 
commandment ; the one by which his 
disciples are to be peculiarly charac- 
terized, and by Which they are to be 
distinguished in the world. See Notes 
on John xiii. 34. 

7. For. (of**) This word /or, is not 
here to be regarded as connected with 
the previous verse, and as giving a rea- 
son why there should be the exercise 
of mutaal love, bat is rather to be under- 
stood as connected with Uie following 
verse (8), and as giving a reason for 
the caution there expressed : < Because 
it is a truth that many deceivers have 
appeared, or since it has occurred that 
many such are Abroad, look to your- 
selves lest you be betrayed and mined/ 
The fact that there were many snch 
deceivers was a good reason for being 
constantly on fheir gaard, lest they 
should be so far drawn away as not to 
receive a full reward. IT Many de- 
ceivers are entered into the world. Are 
abroad in tho world, or have appeared 
among men. Several MSS. read here, 
< have gone out into the world' (I|kX^i>), 
instead of < have entered into' (d(frp^oif)> 
The common reading is the correct one, 
and the other one was originated, pro- 
bably, from the unusual form of the 
expression, «have come into the world,' 
«0 if they had come from another 

35* 



fees not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh. This is a de- 
ceiver and an antichrist. 

8 Look * to yourselves, that '' 
we lose not those things which 
we have wrought,^ but that we 
receive a full reward. 

1 or, faintd. Some eopiea read, uthieh ye ha»e 



abode. That, however, is not necessa- 
rily implied; the language being such 
as would be proper^ used to denote 
the idea that there were such deceivers 
in the world. ' f Who confiss not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 
Who maintain that he assumed the ap* 
pear0nce only of a man, and was not 
risally incarnate. See Notes on 1 John 
iv. %, 3. IF This is a deceiver. Every 
one who maintains this is to be r^galxled 
as a deceiver. IT And an antichrist* 
See Notes on 1 John ii.'19;.iv. 3. 

8. Look to yourselves. This seem» 
to be addressed to the lady to whom be 
wrote, and to her children. The idea 
is, that they should be particularly on 
their guard, and that their first' care 
should'4)e to secure their own hearts, 
so that they should not be exposed to 
the dangerous attacks of error. When 
error abounds in the world, our first 
duty is not to attack it and make war 
upon it{ it is to look to the oitadel of 
our own souls, end see that all is well 
guarded there. When an enemy in- 
vades a land, the first thing will not be 
to go out against him, regardless of our 
6wn strength, or bf the security of our 
own fortunes, but it will be to see that 
our forts are well manned, »nd that we 
are secure there from his assaults. If 
that is so, we may then go forth with 
confidence to meet him on the open 
^eld. In relation to an error that is in 
the world, the first thing for a Christian 
to do is to take care of his own heart. 
IT 7%at we lose not those things which 
we have wrought. Marg., « Or, gained. 
Some copies read, which ye have gained, 
but that ye: The reading here referred 
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9 Whosoever transgresseth, 
and abideth not * in the doctrine 
of Christ, hath not God : He 

« Jno. 15. 6. 

to in th« mmrgin is found in eeyeral 
roanuKiipta, and in the Vulgate, Syriac, 
and JEthiopic versions. It is not, how- 
ever, adopted in the late critical editions 
of the New Testament, and the com- 
mon reading is probably genuine. The 
sense is not materially varied, and the 
common reading is not unnatural. John 
was exhorting the family to whom this 
epistle was written, to take good heed 
to themselves while so many artful er- 
Torists were around them, lest they 
should be drttwn away from the truth, 
and lose a part of the full reward which 
thuy might hope to receive in heaven. 
In doing this, nothmg was more natu- 
ral than that he, as a Christian friend, 
should group himself with them, and 
speak of himself as having the same 
need of caution, and express the fiseling 
that he ought to strive also to obtain 
the full reward, thus showing that he 
was not disposed to address an exhorta- 
tion to them which he was not willing 
to regard as applicable to himself. The 
truth which \b taught here is one of 
interest to all Christians— that it is pos- 
sible for even genuine Christians, by 
iuffering themselves to be led into error, 
or by failure in duty, to ^ose a part of 
the reward which they might have ob- 
tained. The crown which they will 
wear in heaven will be less bright than 
that which they might have worn, and 
the throne which tfae^ will occupy will 
be less elevated* The rewards of heaven 
will be in accordance with the services 
rendered to the Redeemer, and it would 
not be right that they who turn aside, 
or falter in their course, should have 
the same exalted honours which they 
might have received if they had de- 
voted themselves to God with ever in- 
creasing fidelity. It is painful to think 
how many there are who begin the 
Christian career with burning zeal, as 
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that abideth in the doctrine of 



Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. 



if they would strike for the highest re- 
wards in heaven, but who soon waver 
in their course, and fall into some para- 
lyzing error, until at last they receive, 
perhaps, not half the reward which 
they might have obtained. ^ But that 
tve receive a fuU reward. Such as 
will be granted to a life uniformly con- 
sistent and faithful ; all that God has 
to bestow on his people when mott 
faithful and true. But who can esti- 
mate the */u// reward' of heaven, the 
unspeakable glory of those who make 
it the grand business of their lives to 
obtain all they can of its bliss ? And 
who is there that does not feel that he 
ought to strive for a crown in which 
not one gem shall be wanting that 
might have sparkled there for ever 1 

9. Whosoever transgraueth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God, In the doctrine which 
Christ taught, or the true doctrine re- 
specting him. The language is some- 
what ambiguous, like the phrase * the 
love of Christ,* which may mean either 
his love to us, or our love to him. 
Comp. John xv^ 9. It is difficult to 
determine here which is the true sense 
-7- whether it means the doctrine or 
precepts which he taught, or the true 
doctrine respecting him. Macknight 
understands by it the doctrine taught 
by Christ and bis apostles. It would 
seem most probable that this is the 
sense of the passage,. but then it would 
include, of course, all that Christ taught 
respecting himself, as well as his other 
instructions. The essential idea is, 
that the truth must be held respecting 
the precepts, the character, and the 
work of the Saviour. Probably the 
immediate allusion here is to those to 
whom John so frequently referred as 
* antichrist,* who denied that Jesus had 
come in the flesh, ver. 7. At the i 
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10 If '^ there come any anto 
you, and bring not this doctrine, 

a 6a. 1. 8. 9. 



time, however, he makes the remark 
general, that if any one did not hold 
the true doctrine respecting the Saviour, 
he had no real knowledge of God. See 
John i. 18 ; v. 23 ; xv. 23 ; zvii. 3. 1 
John ii. 23. ^ Hath net God. Has no 
true knowledge of God. The truth taught 
here is, that it is essential to piety to 
hold the true doctrine respecting Christ 
Y He that abideth in the doctrine of 
Christ* In the true doctrine respecting 
Christ, or in the doctrine which he 
taught Y He hath both the Father 
and the Son, There is such an inti- 
mate union between the Father and 
the Son, that he who has just views of 
the one has also of the other. Comp. 
Notes on John zivt 7, 9, 10, 11, and 1 
John ii. 23. 

10. If there ,eome any unto you. 
Any professed teacher of religion. 
There can be no doubt that she to 
whom this epistle was written was ac- 
customed to entertain such teachers. 
IT And bring not this doctrine. This 
doctrine which Christ taught, or the 
true doctrine respecting him and his 
religion, t Receive hiin not into your 
house. This cannot mean that no acts 
of kindness, in any circumstances, wete 
to be shown to such persons ; but that 
there was to be nothing done which 
could be fairly construed as encourag- 
ing or countenancing them as religious 
teachers. The true rule would seem to 
be, in regard to such persons, that, so 
far as we have intercourse with them as 
neighbours, or strangers, we are to be 
honest, true, kind, and just, but we are 
to do nothing that will countenance 
them a^ religious teachers. We are 
not to attend on their instruction (Prov. 
xix. 27) \ we are not to receive them 
into our houses or to entertain them as 
religious teachers ; we are not to com- 
mend them to others, or to give them 
any reason to use our names or influ- 
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receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed : 



ence in propagating error. It would 
not be difficult to practice this rule, 
and yet to show to others all the kind- 
ness, and all the attention in circum- 
stances of want, which religion de- 
mands. A man who is truly consistent 
is never suspected of countenancing 
error, even when he is distinguished 
for liberality, and is ready, like the 
good Samaritan, to pour in oil and 
wine into the wounds of any waylaid 
traveller. The command. not to 're- 
ceive such a one into (he house,' is 
such circumstfllkices as th^ta referred, to 
by John, would be probably understood • 
literally, as he doubtless designed that 
it should be. To do that; to meet 
such persons with a friendly greeting, 
would be construed as countenancing 
their doctrine, and as commending 
them to others, and hence it was for- 
bidden that they should be entertained 
as such. This treatment would not be 
demanded where no such interpretation 
could be put on receiving a friend or 
relative who held different and even 
erroneous views, or in showmg kind- 
ness to a stranger who differed from ua; 
but it would apply to the receivia^and 
entertaining a professed teacher of rekm 
giony as such ; and the rule is as ap» 
plicable now as it was then. IT Neither . 
bid him God speed, Koi x^^tw dvf $ 
fMl%My6'ts — *and do not say to him, 
haily or joy,^ Do not wish him joy ; 
do not hail, or salute him. The word 
used expresses the common form of 
salutation, as when we wish one health, 
success, prosperity. Matt xxvi. 49. 
Acts XV. 23; xxiii. 26. James i. 1. 
It would be understood as expressing a 
wish for success in the enterprise in 
which they were embarked ; and though 
we should love all men, and desire 
their welfare, and sincerely seek their 
happiness, yet we can properly wish no 
one success in a career of sin and error. 
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11 For he that biddeth him 
God speed, ia partaker ** of his 
evil deeds. 

12 Having many things to 
write unto you, I would not 
fcrite with p^er and ink : but I 



11. For he thai biddeth him God 
speed, ia partaker of hie evil deeds. 
Sbowf that he coonienancea and ap- 
proTaa of the doctrine which is taught 
Comp. Notes on 1 Tim. ▼. 22r 

12. Having many things to unite 
unto you* That I would wish to say. 
This language is such as would be 
used by one who was hurried, or who 
was in feeble health, or who hoped soon 
to see the person written to. In such 
a case, only the points would be select- 
ed which were of most immediate and 
pressing importance, and the remainder 
would be reserved for a more free per- 
sonal interview. IT J would not write 
uiiih paper. The word paper here 
conveys an idea which is not strictly 
correct Paper, as that term is now 
understood, was not invented until long 
after this period. The material desig- 
nated by the word used by John 
(W^jyO "^^ ^^ Egyptian papyrus, 
and the particular thing denoted was a 
leaf made out of that plant The sheets 
were made from membranes of the 
plant closely pressed together. This 
plant was found also in Syria and Ba- 
bylon, but it was produced in greater 
abundance in Egypt, and that was the 
plant which was commonly used. It 
was so comparatively cheap, that it in 
a great measure superseded the earlier 
materials for writing — plates of lead, or 
stone, or the skins of animals. It is 
probable that the books of the New 
Testament were written on this species 
of paper. Comp. Hug. Intro, ch. iii., 
§11. IT And ink. The ink which 
was commonly employed in writing 
was made of soot and water, with a 
mixture of some species of gum to give 
it consistency and durability. L&eke* 



trust to come unto you^ and 
speak face ' to face^ that ' our 
joy ^ may be full. 

13 The children of thy elect 
sister greet thee. Amen. 

a 1 Ti. 5. 22. i month to nunuk. 

s or, your. b 1 Jno. 1. 4. 



The instrument or pen was made of a 
reed. ? But I trust to come unto youj 
and speak face to face. Marg^., as in 
Greek, mouth to mouth. The phrase 
is a common one, to denote conversa- 
tion with any one, especially free and 
confidential conversation. Comp. Num. 
xii. 8. Jer. xxxii. 4. IT 7%a/ our joy 
may be full Marg., your. The mar- 
ginal reading, has arisen from a varia- 
tion in the Greek -copies. The word 
our is best sustained, and accords best 
with the connection. John would be 
likely to express the hope that Ac woald 
find pleasure from such an interview. 
See Notes on 1 John L 4. Comp. 
Ronu 1.11,12. 

13. The children of thy elect sister 
greet thee. Of this « elect sister* no- 
thing more is known. It would seem 
probable firom the fact that she is not 
mentioned as sending her salutations, 
that she was either dead, or that she 
was absent John mentions her, how- 
ever, as a Christian — as one of the elec* 
or chosen of God. 

BXMAllKS ^N THIS EPISTLX. 

In view of the exposition of this 
epistle we may make the following 
remarks : 

1. It is desirable for a family to have 
a character for piety so consistent and 
well understood that all who know it 
shall perceive it and love it ver. 1. In 
the case of this lady and her house- 
hold, it would seem that, as far as they 
were known, they were known as a 
well-ordered Christian household. Such 
a family John said he loved ; .and he 
said that it was loved by all who had 
any knowledge of them. What is more 
lovely to the view than such a house* 
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hold 1 What is better fitted to make 
an impression on the world favoarable 
to religion 1 

2. It is a matter of great rejoicing 
when any part of a family become 
truly religious, ver. 4. We should re- 
joice with our friends, and should ren- 
der unfeigned thanks to God, if any 
of their children are converted, and 
walk in the truth. No greater bless- 
ing can descend on a family than the 
early conversion of children, and as 
angels rejoice over one sinner that is 
converted, we should rejoice when the 
children of oar friends are brought to 
a knowledge of the truth, and devote 
themselves to God in early life. 

3. It is oar duty to be on our guard 
against the arts of the teachers of error, 
ver. 7. They abound in every age. 
They are often learned, eloquent, and 
profound. They study and understand 
the arts of persuasion. They adapt 
their instructions to the capacity of 
those whom they would lead astray. 
They flatter their vanity; accommo- 
date themselves to their peculiar views 
and tastes ; court their society, and seek 
to share their friendship. They often 
appear to be eminently meek, and 
rious, and devout, and prayerful, for 
they know that no others can succeed 
who profess to inculcate the principles 
of religion. There are few arts more 
profound than that of leading men into 
error; few that are studied more, or 
with greater success. Every Christian, 
therefore, should be on his guard against 
such arts ; and while be should on all 
subjects be open to conviction, and be 
ready to yield his own opinions when 
convinced that they are wrong, yet he 
should yield to truth, not to men / to 
argumentf not to the influence of the 
personal character of the professed re- 
ligious teacher. 

4. We may see that it is posaibk for 
us to lose a portion of the reward which 
we might enjoy in heaven, ver. 8. The 
rewards of heaven will be apportioned 
to our character, and to our services in 
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the cause of religion in this life, and 
they who < sow sparingly shall also reap 
sparingly.' Christians often begin their 
course with great zeal, and as if they 
were determined to reap the highest re- 
wards of the heavenly world. If they 
should persevere in the course which 
they have commenced, they would in- 
deed shine as the stars in the firma- 
ment. But alas, their zeal soon dies 
away. They relax their efibrts, and 
lose their watchfulness. They engage 
in some pursuit that absoi^s their time, 
and interferes with their habits of de- 
votion. They connive at error apd 
sin ; begin to love the comforts of this 
life ; seek the honours or the riches of 
this World, and, though they may be 
saved at last, yet they lose half their 
reward. It should be a fixed purpose 
with all Christians, and especially with 
such as are just entering on the Chris- 
tian life, to wear in heaven a crown as 
bright, and studded with as many jewels 
Of can possibly be obtained. 

6. We may learn from this epistle 
how to regard and treat the teachers of 
error, ver. 10. We are not to do any 
thing that can be fairly construed as 
countenancing their doctrines. This 
simple rule would guide us to a course 
that is right We are to have minds 
open to conviction. We are to love the 
truth, and be ever ready to follow it. 
We are not to be prejudiced against 
any thing. We are to treat all men 
with kindness; to be true, and just, 
and faithful in our intercourse with all ; 
to be hospitable, and ever ready to do 
good to all who are needy, whatever 
their name, colpur, rank, or opinions ; 
we are not to cut the ties which bind 
us to our friends and kindred, though 
they embrace opinions which we deem 
erroneous or dangerous ; but we are in 
no way to become the patrons of error, 
or to leave the impression that we are 
indifferent as to what is believed. The 
friends of truth and piety we should 
receive cordially to our dwellings, and 
should account ourselves honoured by 
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their prefence (Pi. ci. 6, 7) ; stnngen 
we should not forget to entertain, for 
thereby we may entertain angels un- 
awares (Heb. xiii. 2) ; bnt the open 
advocate of what we regard as danger- 
ous error, we are not to receive in any 
such sense or way as to have our treat- 
ment of hira fairly construed as patron- 
izing his errors, or commending him as 
a teacher to the favourable regards of 
our fellow-men. Neither by our in- 
fluence, our names, our money, our 
personal friendship, are we to give him 
increased facilities for spreading perni- 
cious error through the world. As 
men, as fellow-sufierers, as citizens, as 
neighbours, as the friends of temper- 
ance, of the prisoner, of the widow, the 
orphan, and the slave, and as the pa- 
trons of learning, we may be united in 
promoting objects dear to our hearts, 
but aa reUgioua teachtra we are to 
show them no countenance, not so 
much as would be implied in the com- 



mon form of salatation wishing them 
success. In all this there is no breach 
of charity, and no want of true love, 
for we are to love the truth more than 
we an the persona of men. To the 
man himself we should be ever read; 
to do good. £^im we should never in- 
jure in any way, in his person, pro 
perty, or feelings. We should never 
attempt to deprive him of the right o( 
cherishing his owu opinions, and of 
spreading them in his own way, an- 
swerable, not to us, but to God. We 
should impose no pains or penalties on 
him for the opinions which he holds. 
But we should do nothing U> give him 
increased power to propagate them, and 
should never place ourselves by an/ 
alliance of friendship, family, or busi- 
ness, in such a position that we shall 
not be perfectly free to maintain oar 
own sentiments, and to oppose what 
we deem to be error, whoever may ad- 
vocate it 
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rpHE elder unfo the well-be- 
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ANAXiTBIB OF THE EPIBTLB. 

This brief epistle, written to a Chris- 
tian whose name was Gaius, of whom 
nothing more is known (Comp. Notes 
on ver. I), and in respect to which the 
time and place of writing it are equally 
unknown, embraces the following sub- 
jects : I. The address, with an expres- 
sion of tender attachment, and an ear- 
nest wish for his welfare and happiness, 
vs. 1, 2. II. A commendation of his 
character and doings, as the writer 
had learned it from some brethren 
who had visited him, particularly (a) 
for his attachment to the truth, and 
(6) for his kindness shown to the 
members of his own church, and 
to strangers who had gone forth to 
some work of charity, vs. 3^8. III. 
The writer then adverts to the fact 
that he had written on this subject 
to the church, commending these stran- 
gers to their attention, but that Diotre- 
phes would not acknowledge his au- 
thoi^ty, or receive those whom he intro- 
duced to them. This conduct, he said, 
demanded rebuke, and he says that 
when he himself came, he would take 
proper measures to assert bis own au- 
thority, and show to him and to the 
church the duty of receiving Christian^ 
brethren commended to them from 
abroad, vs. 9, 10. IV. He exhorto 
Gaius to persevere in that which was 



loved Gaius, whom I love ' in 
the truth. 

good — in a life of love and kindness ; 
in an imitation of the benevolent God. 
ver. 11. V. Of another person — De- 
metrius — who, it would seem, had been 
associated with Gaius in the honour- 
able course which he had pursued, in 
opposition to what the church had 
done, he also speaks in terms of com- 
mendation, and says that the same 
honourable testimony had been borne 
of him which had been of Gaius. ver 
12. YI. As in the second epistle, he 
says, in the close, that there were many 
things which he would be glad to say 
to him, but there were reasons why 
they should not be set down * in black 
and white,' but he hoped soon to con- 
fer with him freely on those subjects 
face to face, and the epistle is closed by 
kind salutations, vs. 13, 14. 

The occasion on which the epistle 
was written, is no farther known than 
appears from the epistle itself. From 
this, the following facts are all that can 
now be ascertained : (1.) That Gaius 
was a Christian man, and evidently a 
member of the church, but of what 
church is unknown. (2.) That there 
were certain persons known to the 
writer of the epistle, and who either 
lived where he did, or who had been 
commended to him by others, who pro- 
posed to travel to the place where 
Gaius lived. Their particular object is 
not known, further than that it is said 
(419) 
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(ver. 7), that they * went for his name's 
sake ;' that is» in the cause of religion. 
It further appears that they had resolved 
not to be dependent on the heathen for 
their support, but wished the favour 
and friendship of the church — perhaps 
designing to preach to the heathen, and 
yet apprehending that if they desired 
their maintenance from them, it would 
be charged on them that they were 
mercenary in their ends. (3.) In these 
circumstances, and with this view, the 
author of this epistle wrote to the 
church, commending these brethren to 
their kind and fraternal regards. (4.) 
This recommendation, so far as appears, 
would, have been successful, had it not 
been for one man, Diotrephes, who had 
60 much influence, and who made such 
violent opposition, that the church re- 
fused to receive them, and they became 
dependent on private charity. The 
^ound of the opposition of Diotrephes 
is not fully stated, but it seems to have 
arisen from two sources : (a) A desire 
to rule in the church ; and (Jb) A par- 
ticular opposition to the writer of this 
epistle, and a denial of any obligation 
to recognise his instructions or com- 
mendations as binding. The idea 
seems to have been that the church 
was entirely independent, and might 
receive or reject any whom it pleased, 
though they were commended to them 
by an apostle. (5.) In these circum- 
stances, Gaius, as an individual, and 
against the action of the church, re- 
ceived and hospitably entertained these 
strangers, and aided them in the pro- 
secution of their work. In this office 
of hospitality, another member of the 
church, Demetrius, also shared ; and 
to commend them for this work, par- 
ticularly Gaius, at whose house, proba- 
bly, they were entertained, is the design 
of this epistle. (6.) Afler having re- 
turned to the writer of this epistle, who 
had formerly commended them to the 
church, and having borne honourable 
testimony to the hospitality of Gaius, it 
would seem that they resohed to repeat 



their journey for the same purpose, and 
that the writer of the epistle commend- 
ed them now to the renewed hospitality 
of Gaius. On this occasion, probably, 
they bore this epistle to him. See 
Notes on vs. 6, 7. Of Diotrephes 
nothing more is known than is here 
specified. Erasmus and Bede supposed 
that he was the duChor of a new sect ; 
but of this there is no evidence, and if 
he had been, it is probable that John 
would have cautioned Gaius against 
his influence. Many have supposed 
that he was a bishop or pastor in the 
church where he resided f but there is 
no evidence of this, and as John wrote 
to < the ihurchi commending the stran- 
gers to themj this woulil seem to be 
hardly probable. Comp,' Rev. ii. I, 8, 
12, 18; iii. 1, 7, 14. Otters have sup- 
posed that he was a deacon, and had 
charge of the funds of the church, and 
that he refused to furnish to these 
strangers the aid out of the public trea- 
sury which they needed, and that by 
so doing he hindered them in the pro- 
secution of their object. . But all this 
is mere conjecture, and it is now im- 
possible to ascertiun what office he held, 
if he held any. That he was a roan 
of influence is apparent ; ^at he waa 
proud, ambitious, and desirous of ruling, 
is equally clear ; and that he prevailed 
on the church not to receive the stran- 
gers commended to them by the apos- 
tle is equally manifest. Of the rank 
and standing of Demetrius nothing 
more is known. Benson supposes that 
he was the bearer of this letter, and 
that he had gone with the brethren 
referred to to preach to the Gtentiles. 
But it seems mere probable that he 
was a member of the church to which 
Gaius belonged, and that he had con- 
cuned with him in rendwing aid to 
the strangers who'had been rejected by 
the influence of Diotrephes. If he bad 
gone with these strangers, and had car- 
ried this letter, it would have been no- 
ticed^ and It would have been in accord- 
ance with the apostolic cuatom, that he 
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2 Beloved, I wish * above all 
things that thou mayest prosper 

1 or, pray. 



should have been commended to the fa- 
vourable attentions of Gaiua. In regard 
to the authenticity and the canonical au- 
thority of this epistle, see the Introduc- 
tion to the Second Epistle of John. 

.1. The elder. See Notes on the Se- 
cond Epistle, ver. 1. 5 Unto the welU 
beloved Gaius. Three persons of this 
name are elsewhere mentioned in the 
New Testament — Gaius whom Paul in 
Rom. xvi. 23 calla < his host,' and whom 
he says (1 Cor. i. 15) her baptized, resid- 
ing at Corinth (See Notes on Rom. xvi. 
23) ; Gaius of Macedonia, one of Paul's 
companions in travel, who. was arretted 
by an excited mob at Ephesus (Acts 
xix. 29); and Gaius of Derbe, who 
went with Paul and Timothy into Asia 
( Aclis XX. 4). Whether eilhei of these 
persons is referred to here, cannot with 
certainty be determined. If it were any 
of them, it was probably the last^men- 
tioned — Gaius of Derbe. There is no 
objection to the supposition that he was 
the one, unless it be from the fact this 
epistle was probably written many 
years after the transaction mentioned 
in Acts XX. 4, and the probability that 
Gaius might not have lived so long. 
The name was not an uncommon one, 
and it cannot be determined now who 
he was, or where he lived. Whether 
he had any office in the church is un- 
known, but he seems to have been a 
man of wealth and influence. The 
word translated < well-beloved,' means 
simply beloved. It shows that he was 
a personal friend of the writer of this 
-epistle. IT Whom 1 love in the truth, 
Marg., * or, truly. ^ . See Notes on the 
Second Epistle, ver. 1. 

2. Belovedt I wish above all things. 
Marg., pray. The word used here 
commonly means in the New Testa- 
ment to pray ; but it is also employed 
to express a strong and earnest desire 
for any thing. Acts xxvii. 29. Rom.ix. 
36 



and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth. 



3. 2 Cor. xiii. 9. This is probably all 
that is implied here. The phrase ren- 
dered « above all things* (ftspi rcai^m) 
would be more correctly rendered here 

* concerning, or in respect to, all things;' 
and the idea is, that John wished ear- 
nestly that in all respects he might 
have the same kind of prosperity which 
his soul had. The common transla- 
tion < above all things' would seem to 
mean that Jphn valued health and out- 
ward prosperity more than he did any 
thing else ; that he wished that more 
than his usefubiess or salvation. This 
cannot be the meaning, and is 
not demanded by the proper inter- 
pretation of the original. See this 
shown in Lucke, in loc. The sense is, 

* In every respect, I wish that it may 
go as well with you as it does with 
your soul ; that in your worldly pros- 
perity, your comfort, and your bodily 
health, you may be as prosperous as 
you are in your religion.' This is the 
reverse of the wish which we are com- 
monly constrained to express for our 
friends, for such is usually the com- 
parative want of prosperity and ad- 
vancement in their spiritual interests 
that it is an expression of benevolence 
to desire that they might prosper in 
that respect as much as they do in 
others. IT Thai thou mayest prosper 
(evo^vor^). This word occurs in the 
New Testament only in the follow- 
ing places : Rom. i. 10, rendered have 
a prosperous journey ,• I Cor. xvi. 2, 
rendered hath prospered f and in the 
passage before us. It means, properly, 
to lead in a good way/ to prosper 
one^s journey / and then to make pros- 
perous ; to give success to ; to be pras- 
pered. It would apply here to any 
plan or purpose entertained. It woold 
include success in business, happiness 
in domestic relations, or prosperity in 
any of the engagements and transac- 
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3 For I rejoiced greatly when 
the brethren came and testified 
of the truth that is in thee, even 
as thou walkest ' in the truth. 



tions ia which a ChristiAn might law- 
fatly engage. It shows that it is right 
to wish that our friends may have suc- 
cess in the works of their hands, and 
their plans of life. 5 And be in health* 
To enjoy bodily health. It is not ne- 
cessary to suppose, in order to a correct 
interpretation of this, that Gains was 
at that time suffering from bodily in- 
disposition, though perhaps it is most 
natural to suppose thst, as John hiakes 
the wish for his health so prominent 
But it is common, in all circumstances, 
to wish for the health and prosperity of 
our friends ; and it is as proper as it is 
common, if we do not give that a de- 
gree of prominence above the welfare 
of the soul. IT Even as thy soul pros' 
pereih. John had learned, it would 
seem, from the « brethren' who had 
come to him (ver. 3), that Gaius was 
living as became a Christian ; that he 
was advancing in the knowledge of 
the truth, and was exemplary in the 
duties of the Christian life, and he 
prays that in all other respects he might 
be prospered as much as he was in that. 
It is not very common that a man is 
more prospered in his spiritual interests 
than he is in his other interests, or that 
we can, in our wishes for the welfare 
of our friends, make the prosperity of 
the soul, and the practice and enjoy- 
ment of religion, the standard of our 
wishes in regard to other things. It 
argues a high state of piety when we 
can, as the expression of our highest 
desire for the welfare of our friends, 
express the hope that they may be in 
all respects as much prospered as they 
are in their spiritual concerns. 

3. For 1 rooked greatly when the 
brethren came. Who these were is 
not certainly known. They may have 
been members of the same church with 
Gaius, who, for some reason, had visited 



4 I have no greater joy ^ than 
to hear that my children walk in 
truth. 

a 3 Jno. 4. fr Pr. 23. 24. 



the writer ot this epistle ; or they may 
have been the < brethren' who had gone 
from him with a letter of commenda- 
tion to the church (ver. 9), and had 
been rejected by the church through the 
influence of Diotrephes, and who, after 
having been hospitably entertained 
by Gaius, had again returned to the 
writer of this epistle. In that ease, 
they would, of course, bear honourable 
testimony to the kindness which they 
had received from Gaius, and to his 
Christian character. ^ And testified 
of the truth that is in thee. That yoa 
adhere steadfastly to the truth, notwith- 
standing the fact that errors abound, 
and that there are many false teachers 
in the world. IT Even as thou waikest 
in the truth* Livest in accordance with 
the truth. The writer had made the 
same remark of the children of Cyria, 
to whom the second epistle was di- 
rected. See Notes oh ver. 4 of that 
epistle. 

4. / have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children walk in truth. 
That they adhere steadfastly to the 
truth, and that they live in accordance 
with it This is such language as 
would be used by an aged apostle when 
speaking of those who had been con- 
verted by his instrumentality, and who 
looked up to him as a father, and we 
may, therefore, infer that Gaius had 
been converted under the ministry of 
John, and that he was probably a much 
younger man than be was. John, the 
aged apostle, says that he had no higher 
happiness than to learn, respecting 
those who regarded him as their spirit- 
ual father, that they were steadfast ia 
their adherence to the doctrines of reli- 
gion. The same thing may be said now 
(a) of all the ministers of the gospel, 
that their highest comfort is found in 
the fact that those to whom they minis- 
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faith- 
fully whatsoever thou doest to 
the brethren aud to strangers ; 
6 Which have borne witness 



a 1 Pe. 4. 10. 



ter, whether still under their care or 
removed from them, persevere in a stead- 
fast attachment to the true doctrines of 
religion, and live accordingly ; and (b) 
of all Christian parents respecting their 
own children. The highest joy that a 
Christian parent can have is to know 
that his children, whether at hotne or 
ahroady adhere to the truths of religion, 
and live in accordance with the require- 
ments of the gospel of Christ. If a 
child vvished to confer the highest pos- 
sible happiness on his parents when 
with them, it would be by becoming a 
decided Christian; if, when abroad, in 
foreign lands or his own, he wished to 
convey intelligence to them that would 
most thrill their hearts with joy, it 
would be to announce to them that he 
had given his heart to God. There is 
DO joy in a family like that when chil- 
dren are converted ; there is no news 
that comes from abroad that diffuses so 
much happiness through the domestic 
circle as the intelligence that a cihild is 
truly converted to the Saviour. There 
is nothing that would give more peace 
to the dying pillow of the Christian 
parent, than to be able to leaye the 
world with the assurance that his chil- 
dren would always walk in truth. 

5. Beloved, thou doest faithfully. 
In the previous verses the writer had 
commended Gaius for his attachment 
to truth, and his general correctness in 
bis Christian life. He now speaks 
more particularly of his acts of gener- 
ous hospitality, and says that he had 
fdlly, in that respect, done his duty as 
a Christian. IT Whatsoever thou doest. 
In all your intercourse with them, and 
in all your conduct towards them. The 
particular thing which led to this re- 
mark was his hospitality ; but the tes- 



of thy charity before the church : 
whom if thou bring ^ forward on 
their journey ' after a godly sort, 
thou shah do well : 
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timony respecting his general conduct 
had been such as to justify this com- 
mendation. IT To the brethren. Pro- 
bably to Christians who were well 
known to him — ^perhaps referring to 
Christians in his own church. IT And 
to strangers. Such as had gone to the 
church of which he was a member with 
a letter of commendation from John. 
Comp. Notes on Rom. xii. 13, and Heb. 
xiii. 2. 

6. Which have borne witness of thy 
charity before the church. It would 
seem that they had returned to John, 
and borne honourable testimony to the 
love manifested to them by Gains. 
Before what church they had borne this 
testimony is unknown. Perhaps it was 
the church in Ephesus. f Whom if 
thou bring forward on their journey, 
wj ii^totiiiuftaa^ — ' Whom bringing for- 
ward, or having brought forward.' The 
word refers to aid rendered them in 
their journey, in facilitating their travels, 
either by personally accompanying 
them, by furnishing them the means of 
prosecuting their journey, or by hospita- 
bly entertaining them. Probably Gaius 
aided them in every way in which it 
was practicable. It has been made a 
question whether this refers to the fact 
that he had thus aided them in some 
visit which they had made to the church 
where Gaius was, or to a visit which 
they purposed to make. The Greek 
would seem to favour the latter con- 
struction, and yet it would appear from 
the epistle that the < brethren and 
strangers' actually had been with him ; 
that they had been rejected by the 
church through the influence of Diotre- 
phes, and had been thrown upon the 
hospitality of Gaius, and that they had 
returned, and had borne honourable 
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7 Because that for his name'^ 
sake they went forth, taking' 
nothing of the Gentiles. 



a 1 Co. 9. 15, 18. 



tettimony to his hospitality. These 
views can be reconciled by supposing, 
as Lucke does, that having b^n once 
on their travels, and having shared the 
hospitality of Gaius, they were pur- 
posing to visit that region again, and 
that John, praisingSiim for his former 
hospitality, commends them again to 
him, stating the reason (vs. 9, 10) why 
he did not, in accordance with the 
usual custom, recommend them to the 
care of the church. They had now 
' gone out (ver. 7) on the same errand 
on which they had formerly gone, and 
they had now equal claims to the hos- 
pitality of the friends of religion. 
IT After a godly sort. Marg., as in the 
Greek, worthy of GocL The meaning 
is, As becomes those who serve God ; 
or as becomes those who are professors 
of his religion. IT Thou shall do welL 
You will do that which religion re- 
quires in these circumstances. 

7.' Because that for his name's sake. 
The word < his' here refers to God ; 
and the idea is that they had under- 
taken this journey not on their own 
account, but in the cause of religion. 
IT 7%ey went forth. Or, they have 
gone forth (i^ijK^), referring to the 
journey which they had then under- 
taken ; not to the former one. IT Taking 
nothing of the Gentiles. The term 
Gentile embraced all whp were not 
Jews, and it is evident that theso per- 
sons went forth particularly to labour 
among the heathen. When they went, 
they resolved, it seems, to receive no 
part of their support from them, but to 
depend on the aid of their Christian 
brethren, and hence they were at first 
commended to the church of which 
Gaius and Diotrephes were members, 
and on this second excursion were 
commended particularly to Gaius. 
Why they resolved to taJie nothing of 



8 We therefore OHght to * re- 
ceive such, that we might be fel- 
low-helpers to the truth. 

b Mat. 10. 40. 



the Gentiles is not stated, but it was 
doubtless from prudential considerations, j 
lest it should hinder their success | 
among them, aiid expose them to the 
charge of being actuated by a merce- 
nary spirit. There were circumstances I 
in the early propagation of Christianity J 
which made it proper, in order to avoid * 
this reproach, to preach the gospel 
* without charge,* though the doctrine 
is everywhere laid down in the Bible 
that it is the duty of those to whom it 
is preached to contribute to its mainte- 
nance, and that it is the right of 
those who preach to expect and re- 
ceive a support. On this subject, see 
Notes on 1 Cor. ix., particularly vs. 
15, 18. 

8. We therefore ought to receive 
such. All of us ought hospitably to 
entertain and aid such persons. The 
work in which they are engaged is one 
of pure benevolence. They have no 
selfish aims and ends in it. They do 
not even look for the supplies of their 
wants among the people to whom they 
go to minister, and we ought, therefore, 
to aid them in their work, and to con- 
tribute to their support. The apostle 
doubtless meant to urge this duty par- 
ticularly on Gaius, but in order to show 
that he recognized the obligation him- 
self, he uses the term < we^* and speaks 
of it as a duty binding on all Chris- 
tians. IT That we might be fellow- 
helpers to the truth. All Christians 
cannot go forth to preach the gospel, 
but all may contribute something to 
the support of those who do, and in 
this case they would have a joint par- 
ticipation in the work of spreading the 
truth. The same reasoning which was 
applicable to that case, is also applica- 
ble now in regard to the duty of sup- 
porting those who go forth to preach 
the gospel to the destitute. 
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9 I wrote unto the church: 
but Diotrephes, who loveth to 



9. / ujrote unto the church. That 
is, on the former occasion when they 
went forth. At -that time, John natu- 
rally commended them to the kind atten- 
tions of the church, not doubting but 
that aid would be rendered them in 
prosecuting their benevolent work 
among the Gentiles. The epistle which 
was written on that occasion is now 
lost, and its contents cannot now be as- 
certained. It was, probably, however, 
a letter of mere commendation, perhaps 
stating the object which these brethren 
had in view, and soliciting the aid of 
the church. The Latin Vulgate ren- 
ders this, seripsissem forsian eccksias, 
• 1 would have torUten, perhaps, to the 
church, but Diotrephes,' dec. Mac- 
knight also renders this, < I woald have 
written,' supposing the sense to be, 
that John would have commended them 
to the whole church rather than to a 
private member, if he had not been 
aware of the influence and opposition 
of Biotrephes. The Syriac version 
also adopts the same rendering. Seve- 
ral manuscripts, also, of later date, in- 
troduced a particle (oi^), by which the 
same rendering would be demanded in 
the Greek, though that reading is not 
sustained by good authority. Against 
this mode of rendering the passage, the 
reasons seem to me to be clear: (1.) 
As already remarked, the reading in 
the Greek which would require it is not 
sustained by good authority. (2.) 
The fair and obvious interpretation of 
the Greek word used by the apostle 
(£ypo4a)) without that particle, is, I 
yjrote — implying that it had been al- 
ready done. (3.) It is more probable 
that John had written to the church 
on some former occasion, and that 
his recommendation had been re- 
jected by the influence of Diotrephes, 
than that he would be deterred by 
the apprehension that his recommend- 
36* 



have the pre-eminence * among 
them, receiveth us not. 

a Mat. 23. 4-8. 1 Ti. 6. 3, 4. 



ation would be rejected. It seems to 
me, therefore, that the fair interpre- 
tation of this passage is, that these 
brethren had gone forth on some 
former occasion, commended by John 
to the church, and had been rejected 
by the influence of Biotrephes, and 
that now he commends them to Gains, 
by whom they had been formerly en- 
tertained, and asks him to renew his 
hospitality to them. IT But Diotrephes^ 
who loveth to have the pre-eminenee 
among them, receiveth us not. Does 
not admit our authority, or would not 
comply with any such recommendation. 
The idea is, that he rejected his inter- 
ference in the matter, and was not dis- 
posed to acknowledge him in any way. 
Of Diotrephes, nothing more is known 
than is here specified. Comp. the 
analysis of the epistle. Whether he 
were an officer in the chdrch — a pastor, 
a rulings elder, a deacon, a vestry-man, 
a warden, or a private individual, we 
have no means of ascertaining. "The 
presumption, from the phrase <who 
loveth to have the pre-eminence,' would 
rather seem to be that ^e was an aspir- 
ing man, arrogating rights which he 
had not, and assuming authority to 
which he was not entitled by virtue of 
any office. Still, he might have held 
an office, and might have arrogated 
authority, as many have done, beyond 
what properly belonged to it. The 
single word rendered <who loveth to 
have the pre-eminence' (ipaMrtfHativcw), 
occurs nowhere else in the New Tes- 
tament It means simply, who loves to 
he first — meaning that he loved to be 
at the head of all things, to rule, to 
lord it over others. It is clearly sup- 
posed here, that the church would have 
complied with the request of the writer 
if it had not been for this man. What 
were the alleged grounds for the course 
which he constrained the church to 
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take, we are not informed ; the real 
groand, the apostle says, was bis desire 
to rule. There may have been at the 
bottom of it some secret dislike of John, 
or some private gradge, bat the aUeged 
ground may have been, that the church 
was independent, and that it should 
reject all foreign interference ; or, that 
the church was unable to sapport 
those men ; or, that the work in which 
they were engaged was one of doubt* 
ful propriety. Whatever was the 
eatue, the case furnishes an illustration 
of the bad influence of one ambitious 
and arrogant man in, a church. It is 
often in the power of one such man to 
bring a whole church under his con- 
trol, and effectually to embarrass all its 
movements, and to prevent all the good 
which it would otherwise accomplish. 
When it is said, * but Diotrephes re- 
eeiveth us.not,'4he reference is doubt- 
less to John, and the meaning is, either 
that he did not acknowledge him as an 
apostle, or that he did not recognise his 
right to interfere in the afiairs of the 
church, or that he did not regard his re- 
commendation of these brethren. The 
first of these suppositions is hardly pro- 
bable; but, though he may have ad- 
mitted that he was an apostle, there 
were perhaps some reasons operating 
in this particular case, why he prevailed 
on the church to reject those who had 
been thus commended to their hospi- 
tality. 

10. Whereforet tf 1 come. He was 
evidently expecting soon to make a 
visit to Gaius, and to the church, ver. 
14. f I wUl remember his deeds 
which he docih. That is, he would 
punish his arrogance and presump- 
tion; would take measures that he 
should be dealt with in a proper manner. 
There is no evidence whatever that 
this is said in a vindictive or revenge- 
ful spirit, or that the writer spoke of it 
merely as a personal matter. From 



any thing that can be shown to the 
contrary, if it had been a private and 
personal affair merely, the matter might 
have been dropped, and never referred 
to again. But, what had been done 
was public It pertained to the au- 
thority of the apostle, the duty of the 
church, and the character of the breth 
ren who had been commended to them. 
If the letter was written, as is supposed, ^ 
by the aged John, and his authority 
had been utterly rejected by the infla- 
ence of this one man, then it was pro- 
per that that authority should be as- 
serted. If it was the duty of the church 
to have received these men, who had 
been thus recommended to them, and 
it had been prevented from doing what 
it would otherwise have done, by the 
influence of one man, then it was 
proper that the influence of that man 
should be restrained, . and that the 
church should see that he was not to 
control iL If the feelings and the cha- 
racter of these brethren had been in- 
jured by being rudely thrust out of the 
church, and held up as un worthy of 
public confidence, then it was proper 
that their character should be vindicated, 
'and that the author of the wrong 
should be dealt with. in a suitable man- | 
ner. No one can show that this was I 
not all that the apostle proposed to do, 
or that any feelings of private vindic- 
tiveness entered into his purpose to 
< remember' what Diotrephes had done; 
and the existence of any such feelings | 
should not be charged on the apostle 
without proof. There is no more rea- 
son to suppose this in his case than ^ 
there was in the case of Paul, in ad- 
ministering discipline in the church of 
Corinth (1 Cor. v. 3 — 5), or than there 
is in any instance of administering 
discipline now. IT Prating against tu. 
The word prate ((fikuaoiui)t occurring 
nowhere else in the New Testameiit, 
means <to overflow with talk' (^^ 
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with malicious words: and not 
content therewith, neither doth 
he himself receive the brethren, 
and forbiddeth them that would, 
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and casteth them out * of the 
church. 

11 Beloved, follow * not that 

a Is. 66. 5. h Pa. 37. 37. 



hat, Jiuo, Jlow) ; to talk much without 
weight, or to little purpose ; to be loqua- 
cious ; to trifle ; or, to use an expres- 
sion common among us, and which 
accords well with the Greek, io run on 
in talk, without connection or sense. 
The word does not properly imply that 
there was malignity or ill-feeling in 
what #as said, but that the talk was 
of an idle, foolish, and unprofitable 
character. As John here, however, 
specifies that there was a bad spirit in 
the manner in which Diotrephes ex- 
pressed himself, the real thing which 
is implied in the use of the word here, 
is, that there was much talk of that 
kind; that he was addicted to this 
habit of running on against the apos- 
tle ; and that he was thus constantly 
undermining his influence, and injuring 
his character. 5 With maiicious tpords, 
Gr., *evil words;' words that were 
fitted to do injury. ^ And not content 
therewith. Not satisfied with venting 
his private feelings in talk. Some per- 
sons seem to be satisfied with merely 
talking against others, and take no 
other measures to injure them; but 
Diotrephes was not He himself re- 
jected the brethren, and persuaded the 
church to do the same thing. Bad as 
evil talking is, and troublesome as a 
man may be who is always 'prating* 
about matters that do not go according 
to his mind, yet it would be compara- 
tively well if things always ended with 
that, and if the loquacious and the dis- 
satisfied never took measures openly to 
wrong others. IT Neither doth he him- 
self receive the brethren. Docs not 
himself treat them as Christian breth- 
ren, or with the hospitality which is 
due to them. He had not do/ie it on 
the former visit, and John evidently 
supposed that the same thing would 



occur again. 5 -^wrf forbiddeth them 
thcU would. From this it is clear that 
there were those in the church who 
were disposed to receive them in a pro- 
pier manner, and from any' thing that 
appears, the church, as such, would 
have been inclined to do it, if it had 
not been for the influence of this one 
man. IT And casteth them out of the 
church. Com p. Luke vi. 22. It has 
been made a question whether the re- 
ference here is to the members of the 
church who were disposed to receive 
these brethren, or to the brethren them- 
selves. Liicke, Macknight, and some 
others, suppose that it refers to those in 
the church who were willing to receive 
them, and whom Diotrephes had ex- 
communicated on that account Heu- 
mann, Carpzoviius, RosenmuUer, 
Bloomfield, and others, suppose that it 
refers to these strangers, and that the 
meaning is. that Diotrephes would not 
receive them into the society of Chris- 
tians, and thus compelled them to go 
to another place. That this latter is 
the correct interpretation, seems to me 
to be evident, for it was of the treat- 
ment which they had received that the 
apostle was speaking. 

11. Belovedi follow not thai which 
is evil, but that which is good. There 
can be no doubt that in this exhorta- 
tion the writer had Diotrephes particu- 
larly in his eye, and that he means to 
exhort Gains not to imitate his example. 
He was a man of influence in the 
church, and though Gains had shown 
that he was disposed to act in an inde- 
pendent manner, yet it was not impro- 
per to exhort him not to be influenced 
by the example of any one who did 
wrong. John wished to excite him to 
acts of liberal and generous hospitality. 
Y He that doeth good is of God. He 
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which 18 evil, hat that which is 
good. He ' that doeth good is 
of Go^ : but he that doeth evil 
hath not seen God. 

12 Demetrius hath good re- 
port of all men, and of the truth 
itself : yea, and we aUo bear re- 
cord ; and ye know that our re* 
cord is true. 



shows that he membles God, for God 
cantiniiBlly doei good. Bee the tenti- 
ment explained in the Notes on 1 John 
iii. 7. V He that doeth evil haih not 
teen God. See Notes on 1 John iil. 
8—10. 

12. Demetrixa hath good report of 
ail men. Little is known of Deme- 
trios. Llicke supposes that he resided 
near the place where the author of this 
epistle lived, and was connected with 
the church there, and was probably the 
bearer of this epistle. It is imposnble 
to determine with certainty on this 
point, but there is one circumstance 
which seems to make it probable 
that he was a member of the same 
church with Grains, and had united with 
him in showing Christian hospitality to 
these strangers. It is the use of the 
phrase *hath good report of all,' im- 
plying that some testimony was borne 
to his character beyond what the writer 
personally knew. It is possible, in- 
deed, that the writer woi^ld have nsed^ 
this term respecting him if he lived In 
the same place with himself, as express- 
ing the fact that he bore a good charac- 
ter, but it is a phrase whifth would be 
more appropriately used if we suppose 
that he was a member of the same 
church with Gaius, and that John 
means to say that an honourable testi- 
mony was borne of his character by all 
those brethren, and by all others as fiir 
as he knew. IT And of the truth itself. 
Not only by men, who might possibly 
be deceived in the estimate of character, 
but by fact. It was not merely a repu- 
tation founded on what appetired in his 



13 I had many things to write, 
but I will not with ink and pen 
write unto thee : 

14 But I trust I shall shortly 
see thee, and we shall speak ' 
face to face. Peace he to thee. 
Our friends salute thee. Greet 
the friends by name. 

a 1 Jno. 3. 6>0. i mo¥th to mouXk. 



conduct, but in truth and reality. His 
deportment, his life, his deeds of bene- 
volence, all concurred with the testimony 
which was borne by men to tb'e excel- 
lency of his character. There is, per- 
haps, particular reference here to his 
kind and hospitable treatment of those 
brethren. 5 ^^o, and we also bear re- 
cord. John himself had personailj 
known him. He had evidently visited 
the place where he resided on some 
former occasion, and could now add his 
own testimony, which no one would 
call in question, to his excellent char- 
acter. 5 -^f^d ye know that our record 
is true. This is in the maimer of John, 
who always spoke of himself as having 
such a character for truth that no one 
who luiew hiilQk would call it in ques- 
tion. Evi^^ Christian should have 
such a ebaWter ; every man might if 
he WQlifd. Comp. Notes on John xix. 
35;|^xxi. 24. 

. '^'l3. / had many things to torite, 
Ac This epistle closes, as the se- 
cond does, with a statement that he 
had many things to say,^ but that 
he preferred waiting till he should 
see him rather than put them on paper. 
Perhaps there were some things which 
he wished to say which he would not 
like to have exposed to the possi- 
bility of being seen by the public eye. 
IT But I will not with ink and pent 
Ac, Notes on the Second Epistle, ver. 
12. 

14. But 1 trust I shall shortly see 
thee, &c Notes on the Second Epistle, 
ver.l«. ^ Our friends salute thee. That 
is, your friends and mhae. This woold 
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seem rather to refer to private fiiends 
I' of John and Gains than to Christians 
: as such. They had, doubtlflss, their 

warm personal friends in both places. 
J 1 Greet the friends by name. Thai is, 
\ each one individually. He remembered 

them as individuals, but did not deem 
' it proper to specify them. 

PBACTICAI. BXMABKS OK TEX liPISTLEj 

r 1 . It is proper to desire for onr friends 
. all temporal good; to wish their happi- 
i ness in every respect ver. 2. The 
! welfare of tha soul is indeed the great 
t object, and the first desire in regard to 
i a friend should be that his salvation 
• may be secured; but in connection 
f with that we may properly wish them 
health of body, and success in their 
[ lawful undertakings. It is not common 
f that in their spiritnal intereste they are 
: so much more prosperous than they are 
: in other respecta that we can make that 
I the standard of our wishes in regard to 
them, but it sometimes does occur, as in 
the case of Gains. In such cases we 
may indeed rejoice with a friend, and 
feel that all will be well with him. But 
in how few cases, even among professed 
Christians, can we with propriety make 
the prosperity of the soul the standard 
by which to measure the happiness 
which we desire for them in other re- 
spects ! (« What a curse would this 
bring upon many to wish that they 
flight prosper even as their souls pros- 
pered !" Doddridge* Of how much 
property would they at once be de- 
prived; how embarrassed would be 
their affairs ; how pale, and wan, and 
sickly wonld they be, if they should be 
in all respecto as they are in their spir- 
itual interests ! 

2. It is an unspeakable pleasure to a 
Christian to learn that his friends are 
living and acting as becomes sincere 
Christians ; that they love what is true, 
and abound in the duties of hospitality, 
charity, and benevolence, vs. 3 — 6. 
When a friend learns this of a distant 
friend ; when a pastor learns this of his 
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people ^rom whom he may be for a 
time separated \ when those who have 
been instrumental in converting others 
learn this of their spiritual children; 
when a parent learns it of a son or 
daughter separated from him ; when a 
teacher learns it (tf. those who were for- 
merly under his care, there is no joy 
that goes more directly to the heart 
than this; nothing that fills the soul 
with more true thankfulness and peace. 
3. It is the duty and the privilege of 
those who love the cause nf religion to 
go and preach the gospel to those who 
are destitute, expecting to receive no- 
thing from them, and doing it as a 
w6rk of pure benevolence, ver. 7. The 
missionary spirit existed early in the 
Christian church, and indeed may be 
regarded as the prevailing spirit in 
those times. It haa always been the 
prevailing spirit when religion has 
flourished in the church. At such 
times there have been many who were 
willing to leave their own quiet 
homes, and the religious privileges con- 
nected with a ^well-organized church, 
and to break away from the ties which 
bind to country and kindred, and to go 
among a distant peot>le to publish sal- 
vation. In this cause, and with this 
spirit, the apostles spent their lives. In 
this cause, the < brethren' referred to by 
John went forth to labour* In this 
cause, thousands have laboured in for- 
mer times, and to the fact that they 
were wilKng to do it is to be traced 
all the happy influence of religion in 
the world. Our own religious privi- 
leges now we owe to the fact that in 
former times there were those who 
were willing to *go forth taking no- 
thing of the Gentiles,' devoting them- 
selves, without hope of reward <Nr fame, 
to the business of making known the 
name of the Saviour in what were then 
the dark places of the earth. The 
same principle is acted on now in Chris* 
tian missions, and with the same pro* 
priety ; and as we in Christian lands 
owe the blessincpEi which we enjoy to 
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the fiiet that in fonner times there were 
thoee who were williog thus to go forth, 
■o it wiU be trae that the richest bless- 
ings which are to descend on India, 
and Africa, and the islands of the sea, 
will be traced in fnture times to the 
fact that there are in our age those 
who are willing to follow the example 
of the apostles in going forth to do 
good to a dying world. 

4. It is oar duty to contribute to 
the support of those who thus go 
among the heathen, and to aid them 
in every way in which we can promote 
the object which they have in view. So 
John felt it to be the duty of the church 
in regard to those who went forth in 
his time; and so, when the- church, 
under the influence of Diotrephes, had 
refused to do it, he commended Gaius 
for performing that duty. vs. 6, 8. Now, 
as then, from the nature of the case, 
missionaries to the heathen must go 
* taking nothing' of those among whom 
they labour, and expecting that, for a 
long time at least, they will do nothing 
for their support. . They go as strangers. 
They go to those who do not believe 
the truth of the gospel ; who are- at- 
tached to their own superstitions ; who 
contribute largely to the support of their 
own temples, and altars, and priest- 
hood; who are, as yet, incapable of 
apprecuting the value of a purer reli- 
gion ; who have no desire for it, and 
who are disposed to reject iL In 
many cases the heathen to whom the 
missionary goes are miserably poor, 
and it is only this religion, which 
as yet they are not disposed to re- 
ceive, that can elevate them to habits 
of industry, and furnish them with the 
means of supporting religious teachers 
from abroad. Under these circum- 
stances, no duty is more obvious than 
that of contributing to the support of 
those who go to such places as Chris- 
tian missionaries. If the churches 
value the gospel erlAugh to send their 
brethren among the heathen to propa- 
gate it, they should val^e it enough to 



minister to their wants when there ; if 
they regard it as the duty of any of 
their number to leave their comfortable 
homes in a Christian land in order to 
preach to the heathen, they should feel 
that those who go make far fp-eater sac- 
rifices than those who contribute to 
their support. They give up all ; ve 
give only the small sum, not diminish- 
ing our own comforts, which is needfal 
to sustain them. 

5. For the same reason it is our 
duty to contribute to the support of ^ 
missionaries in the destitute places of 
our own land. ver. 8. They often go 
among a people who are as destitute, 
and who will as little appreciate the 
gospel, and who are as much prejudiced 
against it, and who are as poor, as the 
heathen. They are as likely to be 
charged with being actuated by merce- 
nary motives, if they ask for support, 
as missionaries among t|ie heathen are. 
They often go among people as little 
able and disposed to build churches and 
school-houses, as the heathen are. No- 
thing ia more obvious, therefore, than 
that those who have the gospel, and 
who have learned to prize and value it 
in some measure as it should be, should 
contribute to the support of thoee who 
go to convey its blessings to others, 
until those to whom they go shall so 
learn to prize it as to be able and will- 
ing to maintain it. That, under a 
Caithful ministry, and with the divine 
blessing, will not be long, for the gospel 
ahoayst when it secures a hold in a 
community, makes men feel that it con- 
fers infinitely more blessings than it 
takes away, and that, even in a pecu- 
niary point of view, it contributes more 
by far than it takes. What community 
is more prospered, or is more rich in all 
that promotes the temporal welfare of 
man, than that where the gospel has 
the most decided influence / 

6. We may see from this epistle that 
churches ought to be united in promot- 
ing the cause of religion, vs. 8, 9. 
They should regard it as a common 
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cause in which one has as much con- 
cern as another, and where each should 
feel it a privilege to co-operate with 
his brethren. One church, in propor- 
tion to its abilitjT, has as much interest 
in the spread of Christianity as another, 
and should feel that it has much respon- 
sibility in doing it. Between different 
churches there should be that measure 
of confidence and Iftve that they will 
deem it a privilege to aid each other in 
the common cause, and that one shall 
be ready to further the benevolent de- 
signs undertaken by another. In every 
Christian land, and among the people 
of every Christian denomination, mis- 
sionaries of the gospel should find 
friends who will be willing to co-operate 
with them in advancing the common 
cause, and who, though they may bear 
a different name, and may speak a dif- 
ferent language, should cheerfully lend 
their aid in spreading the common 
Christianity. 

7. We may see, from this epistle, 
the evil of having one troublesome man 
in the church, ver. 10. Such a man, 
by his talents, his address, his supe- 
rior learning, his wealth; or, by his 
arrogance, pride, and self-confidence, 
may control a church, and effectually 
binder its promoting the work of reli- 
gion. The church referred to by the 
apostle would have done its duty well 
enough, if it had not been for one am- 
bitious and worldly man. No one can 
properly estimate the evil which one 
such man can do, nor the calamity 
which comes upon a church wh^n such 
a man places himself at its head. 
As a man of wealth, of talents, and of 
learning may do great good, if his heart 
is right, so may a man similarly en- 
dowed do proportionate evil if his heart 
is wicked. Yet how often has the 
spirit which actuated Diotrephes pre- 
vailed in the church ! There is no- 
thing that confers so much prtwer on 
men as the control in religious matters ; 
and hence, in all ages, proud and am- 
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bitious men have sought dominion over 
the conscience, and have sought to 
bring the sentiments of men on religion 
to subjection to their will. 

8. There may be circumstances 
where it is proper — where it is a duty-—" 
to receive those who have been cast 
out of the church, ver. 8. The deci- 
sions of a church, ulider some proud 
and ambitious partisan leader, are often 
eminently unjust and harsh. The 
most modest, humble, devoted, and 
zealous men, under a charge of heresy, 
or of some slight aberration from the 
formulas of doctrine, may be cast 'out 
as unworthy to be recognized as min« 
isters of the gospel, or even as unwor« 
thy to have a place at the table of the 
Lord. Some of the best men on 
earth have been thus disowned by the 
church, and it is no certain evidence 
against a man when he is denounced as 
a heretic, or disowned as a member, by 
those who bear the Christian name. 
If toe are satisQed that a man is a 
Christian, we should receive him as 
such, however he may be regarded by 
others ; Jior should we hesitate to help 
him forward in his Christian course, 
or in any way to assist him to do good. 

9. Finally, let us fearn from the ex- 
amples commended in this brief epistle, 
to do good. Let us follow the exam- 
ple of Gains, — the hospitable Christian ; 
the large-hearted philanthropist; the 
friend of the stranger; the helper of 
them who were engaged in the causo 
of the Lord — a man who opened his 
heart and his house to welcome them 
when driven out and disowned by 
others. Let us imitate Demetrius, in 
obtaining a good report of those who 
know us ; in so living that, if the aged 
apostle John were still on earth, we 
might be worthy of his commendation, 
and more than all, of the approbation 
of that gracious Saviour before whom 
these good men have long since gone, 
and in whose presence we, also, must 
soon appear. 
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§ 1. Tke Avihor-o/ ihia EpUile. 

. Xut£AX If known of the author of this brief epistle. He styles himself ^ver. 
^^ * 0^ hien«ni of Jesus Christ, and brother of James;*' but there has been 
fOiae diSnOMoe oC opinion as to what James is meant He does not call him- 
^dX an npMU, Init supposes that the terms which he uses would sufficiently 
^enfify him, and woold be a sufficient reason for his addressing his brethren in 
the manner in which he does in this episde. There were two of the name of 
James among the apostles (Luke yL 14, 16) ; and it has been made a question 
of which of them he was the brother. There were also two of the name of 
Judas, or Jnde ; but there is no difficulty in determining which of them was the 
author of this epistle, for the other had the surname of Iscariot, and was the 
traitor. In the catalogue of the apostles given by Matthew (ch. x. 3), the tenth 
place IS given tp an apostle who is there called *< Lebbeus, whose surname was 
Tfa^deus^" ana as this name does n^t occur in the list given by Luke (ch. vi. 
15), and' as the tenth place in the catalogue is occupied by "Simon, called 
Zelotes ;" and as he afterwards mentions « Judas the brother of James," it is 
supposed that Lebbeus and Judas were the same persons. It was not uncom- 
mon for persons tq have two or moie names. Comp. Robinson's Harmony of the 
Gospels, $ 40 ; Bacon's Lives of the Apostles, p. 437 ; and Michslis, Intro, 
iv., 365. 

The title which be assumes, «* brother of James," was evidently chosen be- 
cause the James referred to was well-known, «Ad because the fact that he was 
his brother would be a sufficient designation of himself, and of his right to 
address Chrtsdans in this manner. The name of the elder James, who was 
slain by Herod (Acts xii. 2), can hardly be suppoped to be referred to, as he 
had beipn dead some time when this epistle is supposed to have been written ; 
and as that Jamos was the brother of John, who was then Uving, it would have 
been muph more natural for him to have mentioned that he was the brother of 
that bebv^ disciple. The other James— ^ James the Less,' or < James the Just,' 
was still living ; was a prominent man in Jerusalem $ and was besides known 
af * the brother of the Lord Jesus ;' and the fact of relationship to that James 
would sufficiently designate the writer. There can be little doubt, therefore, 
that this is the James here intended. In re|pard to his character and inflaenooy 
(ceecxxzii) 
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see Intro, to the Epistle of James, § 1. If the author of this epistle was the 
brother of that James, it was sufficient to refer to that fact, without mentioning 
that he was an apostle, in order to give to his epistle authority, i^d to settle its 
canonical character. 

Of Jude little is known. His name is found in the list of the apostles, but 
besides that, it is but once mentioned in the Evangelists. The only thing tlpit 
is preserved of him in the Gospels, is a question which he put to the Saviodr, 
on the eve of his crucifixion. The Saviour had said, in his parting address to 
his disciples, « He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me ; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father ; and I will love 
him, and will manifest myself unto him." In regard to the meaning of this 
remark, Judas is said to have asked the following question : « Lord, how is it 
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world 1" John ziv. 
21, 92. To this question the Saviour gave a kind and satisfactory answer, and 
that is the last that is said of him in the Evangelists. 

Of his subsequent life we know little. In Acts zv. 22, he is mentioned as 
surnamed < Baisabas,' and as being sent with Paul sad Biirnabas and Silas to 
Antioch. Paulinus says that he preached in Lybia, and that his body remained 
there. Jerome affirms, that after the ascension he was sent to Edessa, to king 
Abgarus ; and the modern Greeks say that he preached in that city, and through- 
out Mesopotamia, and in Judea, Samaria, Idumea, Syria, and principally in 
Armenia and Persia. CaL Die, Nothing certainly can be knosivn in reference 
to the field of his labours, or to the place and eircumistances of his death. On 
the question, whether the Thaddeus who first preached the gospel in Syria was 
the same person as Jude, see Michalis, Intro, iv,, 367 — 371. 

§ 2. AutheniieUy of the Epistle, 
If the epistle was written by the apostle Jude, the brother of James, and of 
our Lord, there can be no doubt of its canonical authority, and its claim to a 
place in the New Testament It is true, that he does not call himself an 
apostle, but simply mentions himself as < a servant of Jesus Christ, and 8 
brother of James.' By this appellation, however, he has practically made it 
known that he was one of the apostles, for all who had a catalogue of the apos- 
tles would know * that Judas, the brother of James' was one of them. At the 
same time, as the relation of James to our Lord was well understood (GaUi. 19), 
his authority would be recognised as soon as he was known to be the author of 
the epistle. It may be asked, indeed, if he was an apostle, why be did not call 
himself such ; and why did he not wA to give authority and currency to hie 
epistle, by adverting to the fact that he was the * Lord's brother.' To the first 
' of these questions, it may be replied, that, to have called himself < Judas, the 
apostle,' would not have designated him so certainly, as to call himself < the 
brother of James ;' and besides, the naked title, < Judas, the apostle,' was one 
which he might not choose to see applied to himself. After the act of the trai- 
tor, and the reproach which he had brought upon that name, it is probable that 
he would prefer to designate himself by some other appellation, than one which 
had such associations connected with it It may be added, alsO) that in several ' 
of his epistles Paul himself does not make use of the name apostle. Phil. i. 1. 
I Thess. LI. 2 These, i. I. Philem. I. To the second question, it may be 
replied, that modesty may have kept him from applying to himself the title, the 
( Lord's brother.' Even James never uses it of himself, and we only know 
that he sustained this relation, from an incidental lemark of the apostle Paul 
37 
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CM. i. 19. Great honour would be attached to that relationship, and it im po9- 
aible that the reason why it waa not referred to by James and Jude, was an ap- 
prehension th# it might produce jealousy, as if they claimed some special pre- 
eminence oi^er their brethren. 

For the evidence of the canonical authority of this epistle, the reader is 
referred to Lardner,yol vi., pp. 804 — 313, and to Michelis, Intro, vol. iv., p. 374, 
seq. Michslis, chiefly on the internal evidence, supposes that it is not an in- 
spired production. There were, indeed, at first, doubts about its being inspired, 
as ttiert were respecting the epistle of James, and the second epistle of Peter, 
bu4 those doubts were ultimately removed, and it was received as a canonical 
epistle. Clemens of Alexandria cites the epistle under Jude's name, as the 
production of a prophetic mind. Origen calls it a production full of heavenly 
grace. Eusebius says that his predecessors were divided in opinion respecting 
it, and that it was not ranked among the universally-acknowledged writings. 
It was not universally received among the Syrians, and is not found in the Pes- 
chito, the oldest Syriac version of the Scriptures. In the time of Jerome, how- 
ever, it came to be ranked among the other sacred Scriptures as of divine au- 
thority. Hog, Intro., § 180. 

The principal ground of doubt in regard to the canonical authority of the 
epistle, arose from the supposed feet that the author has quoted two apocryphal 
writings, vs. 9, 14. The consideration of this otjection will be more appropri- 
ate in the Notes on those verses, for it obviously depends much on the true 
interpretation of these passages. I shall, therefore, reserve what I have to say 
on that point to the exposition of those verses. Those who are disposed to 
examine it at length, may consult Hug, Intro., § 183 ; Lardner, vi. 309 — 314, 
and Michslis, Intro, iv., 378, seq. 

§ 3. 7%e question token the Epistle was tvritten, to whom, and its design. 

Nothing can be determined with entire certainty in regard to the persons to 
whom this epistle was written. Witdus supposed that it was addressed to 
Christians every where ; Hammond, that it was addressed to Jewish Christians 
alone, who were scattered abroad, and that its design was to secure them against 
th^ errors of the Gnostics ; Benson, that it was directed to Jewish believers, 
especially to those of the western dispersion ; Lardner, that it was written to all, 
without distinction, who had embraced the gospel. The principal argument for 
supposing that it was addressed to Jewish converts is, that the apostle refers 
mainly for proof to Jewish writings, but this might be sufficiently accounted for 
by the fact that the writer himself was of Hebrew origin. 

The only way of determining any thing on this point is from the epistle 
itself. The inscription is, " To them that are sanctified by God the Father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called." ver. 1. From this it would appear 
evident that he had no particular classes of Christians in his eye, whether of 
Jewish or Gentile origin, but that he designed the epistle for the general use of 
all who had embraced the Christian religion. The errors which he combats in 
the epistle were evidently wide-spread, and were of such a nature that it was 
proper to warn all Christians against them. They might, it is true, be more 
prevalent in some quarters than in others, but still they were so common that 
Christians every where should be put on their guard against them. 

The design for which Jude wrote the epistle he has himself stated, ver. 3. It 
was with reference to the < common salvation'— the doctrines pertaining to sal* 
▼ation which were held by a// Christians, and to show them the reasons for 
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< contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.' That faith was 
assailed. There were teachers of error abroad. They were insinuatiiig and 
artful men — men who had crept in unawares, and who, while tbey professed to 
hold the Christian doctrine, were really undermining its faith, and spreading 
corruption through the church. The purpose, therefore, of the epistle is to put 
those to whom it was written on their guard against the corrupt teachings of 
these men, ahd to encourage them to stand up manfully for the great principles 
of Christian truth. 

Who these errorists were, it is not easy now to determine. The* leading 
charge against them, both by Jude and Peter (2 Peter ii. 1), is, that they denied 
our Lord (ver. 4), and yet it is said that they were numbered among Christians, 
and were found in their assemblies. 2 Peter ii. 13. Jude, ver. 12. By this 
denial, however, we are not to suppose that they literally and professedly denied 
that Jesus was the Christ, but that they held doctrines which amounted to a 
denial of him in fact Comp. Notes on 2 Pet. ii. 1. For the general character- 
istics of these teachers, see Intro, to 2 Peter, § 4. 

At this distance of time, and with our imperfect knowledge of the character- 
istics of the early erroneous sects in the church, it is difficult to determine pre- 
cisely who they were. It has been a common opinion, that reference is had by 
Peter and Jude to the sect of the Nicolaitanes ; and this opinion, Hug remarks, 
is *< neither improbable nor incompatible with the expressions of the two apos- 
tles, so ftir as we have any certain knowledge concerning this sect." « The 
statements of the ancients, in regard to their profligacy and their detestable 
coarse of life, are so consonant with each other and with the charges of the 
apostles, that the two epistles may be pertinently considered as referring to 
them." Intro., § 182. 

It is not possible to ascertain with certainty the time when the epistle was 
written. There are no marks of time in it by which that can be known, 
nor is there any account aknoug the early Christian writers which determines 
this. Benson supposes that it was written before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
a few weeks or months after the second epistle of Peter ; Mill, that it was 
written about A. D. 90 ; Dodwell and Cave that it was written after the de» 
struction of Jerusalem, in the year 71 or 72; L'Enfant and Beausobre that it 
was between the year 70 and 75 ; Witsius and Estius that it was in the apos- 
tle's old age ; Lardner that it was about the year 65, or 66 ; Michselis that fk 
was before the destruction of Jerusalem ; and Macknight that it was in the 
latter part of the apostolic age, and not long before the death of Jude. All this, 
it is manifest, is mostly conjecture. There are only two things, it seems- to me» 
in the epistle, which can be regarded as (my indication of the time. One is» 
the striking resemblance to the second epistle of Peter, referring clearly to the 
same kind of errors, and warning those whom he addressed against the arts of 
the same kind of teachers, thus showing that it was written at about the same * 
time as that epistle ; and the other is, that it seems to have been written before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, for, as Michselis has well remarked, " As the au- 
thor has mentioned, vs. 5 — 8, several weIl>known instances of divine justice in 
punishing sinners, he would probably, if Jerusalem had been already destroyed, 
not have neglected to add to his other examples this most remarkable instance 
of divine vengeance, especially as Christ had himself foretold it." Intro, iv. 
372. As there is reason to suppose that the second epistle of Peter was written 
about A. D. 64, or 65 (Intro, to 2 Peter, § 2), we shall not, probably, err in 
supposing that this was written not far from that time. 
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§ 4. J%e resemblanu between thia Epistle and the second cheater of the 
Second Epistle of Peter. 

One of the most remtTkable things respecting this epistle, is its reeemblance 
to the second chapter of the second epistle of Peter — a similarity so striking as 
to make it quite certain that one of these writers had seen the epistle of the 
other, and copied from it ; or rather, perhaps, adopted the language of the other 
as expressing his own views. It is evident, that suhstantially the same class of 
teachers is referred to by both ; that they faekl the same errors, and were guilty 
of the same cormpt and dangerous practices ; and that the two apostles, in 
describing them, made nse of the same expressions, and employed the same 
arguments against them. They refer to the same facto in history, and to the 
same argaments from tradition, and if either of them quoted an apoci^phal book, 
both have done it On the resemblance, compare the following plaeee : — Jude 
8, with 2 Pet. ii. 10; Jude 10, with 2 Pet ii. 12; Jude 16, with 2 PeUlL 18; 
Jade 4, with 2 Pet i. 2, 3 ; Jade 7, with 2 Pet ii. 6 ; Jude 9, with 2 Pet iL 
1 i. The similarity between the two is so striking, both in the genevel structure 
of the argument, and in the particular expressions, that it cannot have been 
accidental. It is not such a resemblance as would be likely to occur in two 
authors, if they had been writing in a wholly independent manner. In legard 
to this resemblance, there is but one of three ways in which it can be acxnunted 
for ; either that (he Holy Spirit inspired both of them to say the same thing, 
without the one having any knowledge of what the other said ; or that they 
'both copied from a common document, which is now lost ; or that one oopie(^^ 
from the other. 

As to the tot of thes^ solutions, that the Holy Spirit inspired them both to 
sav the same thing, it may be observed that no one can deny that tfads is possi- 
btCf but is by no means probable. No other instance of the kind occurs in the 
Bible; and l^e supposition would not be in accordance with what seems to have 
been a law in inspiration, that the sacred writers wese aMowed to express 
themselves according to the bent of their own genius. Comp» Notes on 1 Cor. 
ziv. 32. 

As to the second of these suppositions, that they both copied from a common 
document, which is now lest, it takj be obser^, that this is wholly without 
evidence. That such a thing wae|MiS9i^, there can be ao doubt, but the sup- 
position should not be adopted wifliout necessity. If there had been such an 
original inspired document, it would probably have been preserved ; or there 
would have been, in one or both of those who copied from it, some such allusion 
to it that it would have been possible to verify the supposition. 

The remaining way of accounting for the resemblance, therefore, is to sup- 
pose that one of them had seen the epistle of the other, and adopted the same 
line of argument, and many of the same expressions. This will account for all 
the facts in the case, and can be supposed to be true without drnng violence to 
ai^ just view of their inspiration. A question still attles, however, whether 
Peter or Jude is the original wfiter from which the other has copied. This 
question it is impossible to determine with certainty, and it is of little impor- 
tance. If the comition opinion which itf' stated above be correct, that Peter 
wrote his epistle firsts of course that determines the matter. But that is not 
absolutely certain, nor is there any method by which it can be determined. 
Hug adopts the other, opinion, and supposes that Jude was the original writer. 
^His reasons for this opidioB are substantiaUy these : (1.) That there is little 
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probability that Jade, in so brief an epistle as his, consisting of only twenty- 
five verses, would have made use of foreign aid. (2.) That the style and phm^ 
seology of Jade is simple, unlaboured, and without ornament ; while that of 
Peter is artificial, and wears the appearance of embellishment and amplification; 
that the simple language of Jade seems to have been moulded by Peter into a 
more elegant form, and is embellished with participles, and even with rhetorical 
flourishes. (2.) That thtre is allasion in both epistles rz Pet ii. 1 1 ; Jade 9) 
to a controversy between angels and fallen spirits ; bat tkat it is so aUoded to 
by Peter, that it would not be understood without the more full statement of 
Jade ; and that Peter evidently supposed that the letter of Jade was in the 
hands of those to whom he wrote, and that thus the allusion would be at once 
understood. It could not be supposed that every reader would be acquainted 
with the fact alluded to by Peter ; it was net stated in the sacred books of the 
Jews, and it seems probable that there most have been some book to which • 
they had -access, where the information was more full. Jude, however, as the 
orig^tnal writer, stated it more at length, and having done this, a bare allusion 
to it by Peter was all that was necessary. Jade states the matter definitely, and 
expressly mentions the dispute of Midiael with the devil about the body of 
Moses. Bat the language of Peter is so general and indefinite,- that we could 
not know what he meant unless we had Jade m our possession. See Hug's 
Intro., § l76. It must be admitted that these considerations have muchjnreight, 
though they are not abaolotely conclusive. It should be added, that jMbichtfwt 
sopposition is adopted, the fact that one has expressed substantially the samd 
sentiments as the other, and in nearly tlie same Ihnguage^ is no reason for 
rejecting either, any more than the coincideaee between the gospels, is a reason 
for concluding that only one of them can be an inspired document Them 
might have been good reasons why the same warnings and eooniehi ahoold 
have proceeded from two inspired men. 
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TUDE, • the servant of Jesus 

' ^ Christ, and brother of James, 

to them that are sanctified ^ b j 



AITALTSIS OF THE EPISTLE. 

(1.) The inscription, and salutation 
vs. 1, 2. (2.) A statement of the rea- 
sons why the epistle was written, vs. 
3, 4. The author felt it to he neces- 
sary to write to them, because certain 
plausible errorists had crept in among 
them, and there was danger that their 
faith would be subverted. (3.) A re- 
ference to past facts, showing that men 
who embraced error, and who followed 
corrupt and licentious practices, would 
be punished, vs. 5—7. He refers par- 
ticularly to the unbelieving Hebrews 
whom God had delivered out of Egypt; 
to the apostate angels ; and to the cor- 
rupt inhabitants of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. The object- fn this is to warn 
them from following the examples of 
those who would certainly lead them 
to destruction. (4.) He describes par- 
ticularly the characteristics of these 
persons, agreeing substantially in the 
description with the statement of Peter, 
vs. 8 — 16. For these characteristics, 
comp. Intro, to 2 Peter, § 4. In gen- 
eral, they were corrupt, sensual, lewd, 
proud, arrogant, disorganizing, cove- 
tous, murmurers, complainers, wordy, 
windy, spots in their feasts of love. 
They had been and were professors of 
religion; they were professed relbrm- 
(438) 



God the Father, and preserved ' 
in Jesus Christ, and called : * 



a Lu. 6. 16. 
e 1 Pe. L 5. 



ft Ac ao. 33. 
d Bo. 8. 30. 



era; they made great pretensions to 
uncommon knowledge of religious 
things. In the course of this descrip- 
tion; the apostle contrasts their spirit 
with that of the archangel Michael 
(ver. 9), and declares that it was with 
reference to such a class of men that 
Enoch long ago uttered a solemn pro- 
phecy, vs. 14, 15. (5.) He calls to 
their remembrance the fact that it ^ad 
been predicted that there would be such 
mockers in the last periods of the world, 
and the faith of true Christians, there- 
fore, was not to be shaken, but rather 
confirmed by the fact of their appear- 
ance, vs. 17 — 19. (6.) In view of 
these facts and dangers, the apostle 
addresses to them two exhortations : 
(a) To adhere steadfastly to the truths 
which they had embraced (vs. 20, 21) ; 
and (b) To endeavour to recall and 
save those who were led astray — care- 
fully guarding themselves from the 
same contamination while they sought 
to save others, vs. 22, 23. (7.) The 
epistle closes with an appropriate 
ascription of praise to him who was 
able to keep them from falling, and to 
present them faultless before his throne, 
vs. 24, 25. 

1. Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, 
If the view taken in the Introduction 
to the epistle ia correct, Jude sustained 
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2 Mercy unto you, and peace, 
and love, be multiplied. 



a near relation to the Lord Jesus, being, 
as James was, *the Lord's brother.' 
Gal. i. 19. The reasons why he did 
not advert to this fact here, as an ap- 
pellation which would serve to desig- 
nate him, and as showing his authority 
to address others in the manner in 
which he proposed to do in this epistle, 
probably were: (1.) That the right 
to do this did not rest on his mere 
relationship to the Lord Jesus, but on 
the fact that he had called certain per- 
sons to be his apostles, and had author- 
ized them to do it ; and (2.) That a 
reference to this relationship, as a 
gpround of authority, might have created 
jealousies among the apostles them- 
selves. We may learn from the fact 
that Jude merely calls himself < the «€r- 
vant of the Lord Jesus/ that is, a 
Christian, (a) That this is a distinction 
more to be desired than would be a 
mere natural relationship to the Saviour, 
and consequently (6) That it is a 
higher honour than any distinction 
arising from birth or family. Comp. 
Matt. xii. 46 — 50. 1 And brother of 
^ James. See Intro., § 1. ^ To them 
that are sanctified hy God the Father, 
To those who are holyt or who are 
saints, Comp. Notes, Rom. i. 7. Phil, 
i. 1. Though this title is general, it 
can hardly be doubted that he had 
some particular saints in his view, to 
wit, those who were exposed to the 
dangers to which he refers in the epis- 
tle. See Intro., § 3. As the epistle 
was probably sent to Christians resid- 
ing in a certain place, it was not neces- 
sary to designate them more particularly, 
though it was often done. The Syriac 
version adds here, <To the Gentiles 
who are called, beloved of God the 
Father,' dec IT And preserved in Je- 
sus Christ. See Notes on I Pet. i. 5. 
The meaning is, that they owed their 
preservation wholly to him, and if they 
were brought to Averlasting life, it would 



3 Beloved, when I gave all 
diligence to write unto you of 



be only by him. What the apostle 
here says of those to whom he wrote, 
is true of all Christians. They would 
all fall away and perish if it were not 
for the grace of God keeping them. 
^ku^caUed. Called to be saints. See 
Notes on Rom. i. 7, and Notes oa 
Eph.iv. 1. 

2. Mercy unto you, and peacef and 
hve, be multiplied. This is not quite 
the form of salutation used by the other 
apostles, but it is one equally expres- 
sive of an earnest desire for their wel- 
fare. These things are mentioned as 
the choicest blessings which could be 
conferred on them : mercy — ^In the par* 
don of all their sins and acceptance 
with God ; peace — with God, with their 
fellow-men, in their own consciences, 
and in the prospect of death ; and love 
— to God, to the brethren, to all the 
world. What blessings are there which 
these do not include 1 

3. Beloved. An expression of strong 
affection used by the apostles when ad* 
dressing their brethren. Rom. i. 7. 1 
Cor. iv. 14 ; x. 14 ; xv. 58. 2 Cor. vii. 
1 ; xii. 19. Phil ii. 12; iv. 1 ; and 
often elsewhere. ^ When 1 gave all 
diligence. When I applied my mind 
earnestly; implying that he had re- 
flected on the subject, and thought par- 
ticularly what it would be desirable to 
write to them. The state of mind re- 
ferred to is that of one who was pur- 
posing to write a letter, and who thought 
over carefully what it would be proper 
to say. The mental process which 
lead to writing the epistle seems to 
have been this : (a) For some reasons 
— ^mainly from his strong affection for 
them — he purposed to write to them. 

(b) The general subject on which he 
designed to write was, of course, some- 
thing pertaining to the common salva- 
tion — for he and they were Christians. 

(c) On reflecting what particular thing 
pertaining to this common salvation it 
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the eovmnon * salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should 

a Ti. 1. 4. 



earnestly centend ' for the faith 
which- was once delivered nnto 
the saints. 

b 6a. % 5. 



was beat for him to write on, he felt 
Ibat, in view of their peculiar dangers, 
it oagfal to be an exhortation to contend 
earnestly for the &iHi once delivered to 
them. Macknight rendera this less cor- 
rectly, •• Making all haste to write to 
jon," &€. Bat the idea is rather that 
he set himaelf diligently and earnestly 
to write to them of the great matter in 
which they had a common interest 
IT To write unto you of ike common 
sahation. The saWation common to 
Jews and Gentiles, ^d to all who bore 
the Christian name. . The meaning is, 
that h€ did not think of writing on 
ftny subject pertaining to a particular 
' class or party, but on some subject in 
which all who were Christians had a 
eemmon interest. There are great mat- 
ters of letigioD held in common by all 
. Christians, and it is important for reli- 
gious teachers to address their fellow 
Christians on those common topics. 
After all, they are more important than 
the things which we may hold ad pecu- 
liar to our own party or sect, and should 
be more frequently dwelt upon. IT Jt 
was needful far me to write to you, 
<I reflected on the general suliject, 
prompted by my ^ectionate regard to 
write to you of things pertaining to 
religion in general, and, on looking at 
the matter, I found there was a particu- 
lar topic or aspect of the subject on 
which it was necessary to address you. 
I saw the danger in which you were 
from false teachers, and felt it not only 
necessary that I should write to you, 
but that I riiould make thie the particu- 
lar subject of my counsels.' % And 
exhort you. < That I should make my 
letter in fact an exhortertion on a par- 
ticular topic' ^ T%at ye should earn 
estly contend. Comp. €hd. ii. 5. The 
word here rendered earnestly contend 
(lifoDyvdwf for^) i« On* of thoee words 



used by the sacred writers which have 
allusion to the Grecian games. Comp. 
Notes on 1 Cor. ix. 24, seq. This 
word does not elsewhere occur in the 
New Testament. It means to contend 
upon I i. e. for at about any thing, and 
would be applicable to the earnest effort 
put forth in those games to obtain the 
prize. The reference here, of course, 
is only to contention by argument, by 
reasoning, by holding fast the princi- 
ples of religion, and maintaining them 
against all opposers. It would not jus- 
tify * contention' by arms, by violence, 
or by persecution ; for (a) that is con- 
trary to the spirit of true religion, and 
to the requirements of the gospel else- 
where revealed ; (b) it is not demanded 
by the proper meaning of the word, aU 
that that fairly implies being the effort 
to maintain truth by argument and by 
a steady life ; (c) it is not the most 
effectual way to keep up truth in the 
world to attempt to do it by force and 
arms. IT For the faith. The system 
of religion revealed in the gospel. It 
is called faith, because that is the car- 
dinal virtue in the system, and because 
all depends on that. The rule here 
will require that we'should contend in 
this manner for all truth, IT Once de- 
livered unto the saints. The word here 
wed (SaiaS) ^^J mean either once for 
all, in the sense that it was then com- 
plete, and would not be repeated ; or 
formerly, to wit, by the author of the 
system. Doddridge, Estius, and Beza 
understand it in the former way ; Mac- 
knight and others in the latter ; Benson 
improperly supposes that it meana fully 
or perfectly. Perhaps the more usual 
sense of the word would be, that it was 
done once in the sense that it is not to 
be done again, and therefore in the 
sense that it was then complete, and 
that nothing wae to be added to it 
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4 For there are eertain men 
crept in unawares, " who * were 

a 2 Pei 3. 1. » Ro. 9. 22. 



Them- » indeed the idea that it was 
formerly dgme, but with this additional 
thought, that it was then complete. 
Comp. for this use of the Greek word 
rendered onee, Heb. ix. 26, 27, 28 ; x. 
2. 1 Pet. liL 18. The delivering of 
this faith to the saints here referred to, 
is evidently that made by revelation, or 
the system oi troth which God has 
made known in his word. Eveiy thing 
which He has revealed we are to fie- 
fend as true. We are to surrender no 
part of it whatever, for every part of 
that system is of value to mankind. 
By a carelul study of the Bible we are 
to ascertain what that system ia, and 
then in all places, at all times, in all 
circumstances, and at every sacrifice, 
we are to maintain it 

4. For there are certain men crept 
in unauxirea. The apostle now gives 
a reason for thus defending the truth, 
to wit, that there were artful and wicked 
men who had crept into the church, 
pretending to be religious teachers, but 
whose doctrines tended to sap the very 
foundations of truth. The apostle 
Peter, describing these same perscms, 
says, * who privily shall bring in dam- 
nable heresies.' See Notes on 2 Pet. 
ii 1. Substantially the same idea is 
expressed here by saying that they 
< had crept in unawares /' that is, they 
had come in by eieaUh; they had not 
come by a bold and open avowal of their 
real sentiments. They professed to 
teach the Christian religion, when in 
fact they denied some of its funda- 
mental doctrines ; they professed to be 
holy, when in fact they were living 
most scandalous lives. In all ages 
there have been men who were will- 
ing to do this for base purposes. 
^ Who were before of old ordained to 
this condemnation. That is, to the 
condemnation (Kp»/ua) which he pro- 
ceeds to specify. The statements in 



before of old ordained to this con- 
demnation; ungodly men, turning' 
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the subsequeut part of the epistle show 
that by th« word used here he refers to 
the wrath that shall come upon the un- 
godly in the future world. 8«e vs. &, 
6, 7, 15. The meaning clearly is, that 
the punishment which befel the unbe- 
lieving Israelites, ver. 6; the rebel 
angds, ver. 6 ; the inhabitants of So- 
dom, ver. % ; and of which £}noch pro- 
phesied, ver. 15, awaited those persons. 
The phrase of old (^cojuu) means long 
ago, implying that a considerable time 
had elapsed, though without determin- 
ing how much. It is used in the New 
Testament only in the following places: 
Matt XL 21, "they would have re- 
pented long agog'* Mark x'v. 44, 
"whether he had been any while 
dead ;" Luke z. 13, *< they had a great 
while ago repented ;" Heb. i. 1, " spake 
in time past unto the fethers ;" 2 Pet 
i. 9, u purged from hb old sins," and 
in the passage before us. So far atf 
this word is concerned, the reference 
here may have been to any former re* 
mote period, whether in the time of tlie 
prophets, of Enoch, or in eternity. It 
does not necessarily imply that it was 
eternal, though it might apply to that, 
if the thing referred to was, from other 
sources, certainly known to have been 
from eternity. It may be doubted, 
however, whether, if the thing referred 
to had occurred from eternity, this 
would have been the word used to ex- 
press it (Comp. £ph. i. 4), and it is 
certain that it cannot be proved from 
the use of this word (tccctum) that 
the < ordination to condemnation' was 
eternal. Whatever may be referred 
to by that 'ordaining to condemna- 
tion,' this word will not prove that it 
was an eternal ordination. All that is 
fairly implied in it will be met by the 
supposition that it occurred in any re- 
mote period, say in the time of the pro* 
pbets. The word here lendfsed * before 
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the grace of our God into lasci- 
viousness, and denying the only 



ordcdned^ (Hpcr^eypa^vtK from fCpo- 
ypa^) occurg m the New Testament 
only here and in the following places : 
Rom. XV. 4, twice, « Whatsoever things 
ipere tMritten aforetime^ were written 
for our learning ;" Gal. iii. 1, ** Jesus 
Christ haih been evidently set forth;*' 
and Eph. iii. 3, « As I wrote afore in 
few words.'' Comp. Notes on Gal. iii. 
1. In these places there is evidently 
no idea implied of ordaining, or pre- 
ordainingf in the sense in which those 
words are now commonly understood. 
To that word there is usually attached 
the idea of designating or appointing 
as by an arbitrary decree ; but no such 
meaning enters into the word here used. 
The Greek word properly means, to 
write before / then to have written be- 
fore ; and then, with reference to time 
future, to post up beforehand in writ- 
ing f to announce by posting up on a 
written tablet, as of some ordinance, 
law, or requirement ; as descriptive of 
what will be, or what should be. Comp. 
Robinson's Lex. Burder (in Rosen- 
muller's Morgenland, in loc.) remarks 
that < the names of those who were to 
be tried were* usually posted up in a 
public place, as was also their sentence 
after their condemnation, and that this 
was denoted by the same Greek word 
which the apostle uses here. Eisner,' 
says he, < remarks that the Greek au- 
thors use the word as applicable to 
those who, among the Romans, were 
said to be proscribed,- that is, those 
whose names were posted up in a pub- 
lic place, whereby they were appointed 
to death, and in reference to whom a 
reward was offered to any one who 
would kill them.' The idea here clearly 
is that of some such designation before- 
hand as would occur if the persons had 
been publicly posted as appointed to 
death. Their names, indeed, were not 
mentioned, but there was such a de- 
scription of them, or of their character, 



Lord God, and our Lord Jesua 
Christ. 



that it was clear who were meant In 
regard to the question what the apostle 
means by such a designation or appoint- 
ment beforehand, it is clear that he does 
not refer in this place to any arbitrary 
or eternal decree, but to such a designa- 
tion as was made by the facts to which 
he immediately refers — that is, to the di- 
vine prediction that there would be such 
persons (vs. 14, 15, 18) ; and to the con- 
sideration that in the case of the unbe- 
lieving Israelites, the rebel angels, and 
the inhabitants of Sodom, there was as 
clear a proof that such persons would 
be punished as if their names had been 
posted up.. All these instances bore on 
just such cases as these, and in these 
facts they might read their sentence as 
cleariy as if their names had been writ- 
ten on the face of the sky. This inter- 
pretation seems to me to embrace all 
that the words fairly imply, and all 
that the exigence of the case demands ; 
and if this be correct, then two things 
follow: (1.) That this passage should 
not be adduced to prove that God has 
from all eternity, by an arbitrary decree, 
ordained a certain portion of the race 
to destruction, whatever may be true on 
that point ; and (2.) That all aban^ 
doned sinners now may see, in the facts 
which have occurred in the treatment 
of the wicked in past times, just as 
certain evidence of their destruction, if 
they do not repent, as if their names 
were written in letters of light, and if 
it were announced to the universe that 
they would be damned. IT Ungodly 
men» Men without piety or true reli- 
gion, whatever may be their pretensions. 
IT Turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness. Abusing the doctrines 
of grace so as to give indulgence to 
corrupt and carnal propensities. That 
is, probably, they gave this form to 
Iheir teaching, as Antinomians have 
often done, that by the gospel they 
were released from the obligation^ di 
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5 I will therefore put you in 
remembrance, though ye once 



the law, and might give indulgence to 
their sinful passions in order that grace 
might abound. Antinomianiam began 
early in the world, and has always had 
a wide prevalence. The liability of the 
doctrines of grace to be thus abused 
was foreseen by Paul, and against such 
abuse he earnestly sought to guard the 
Christians of his time. Rom. vi. 1, seq. 
^ And denying the only Lord God, 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, See 
Notes on 2 Pet. ii. 1. That is, the 
doctrines which they held were in fact 
a denial of the only true God, and of 
the Redeemer of men. It cannot be 
supposed that they openly and formally 
did this, for then they could have made 
no pretensions to the name Christian, 
or even to religion of any kind ; but the 
meaning must be, that in fact the doc- 
trines which they held amounted to a 
udnial of the true God, and of the Sa- 
viour in his proper nature and work. 
Some have proposed to read this, « de- 
nying the only Lord God, even (xai) 
our Lord Jesus Christ ;" but the Greek 
does not demand this construction even 
if it would admit it, and it is most in 
accordance with Scripture usage to re- 
tain the common translation. It may 
he added also that the common trans- 
lation expresses all that the exigence 
of the passage requires. Their doc- 
trines and practice tended as really to 
the denial of the true God as they did 
to the denial of the Lord Jesus. Peter (2 
Pet ch. ii. 1) has adverted only to one 
aspect of their doctrine — that it denied 
the Saviour; Jude adds, if the com- 
mon reading be correct, that it tended 
also to a denial of the true God. The 
word God (^cov) is wanting in many 
manuscripts, and in the Vulgate and 
Coptic versions, and Mill, Hammond, 
and Bengel suppose it should be omitted. 
It is also wanting in the editions of 
Tittman, Griesbach, and Hahn. The 
amttunt of authority seems to be against 



knew this, how that * the Lord^ 
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it The word rendered Lord, in the 
phrase* Lord God,* is (fisMoftif) des- 
potes, and means here Sovereign, or 
Ruler, but it is a word which may be 
appropriately applied to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is the same word which ii 
used in the parallel passage in 2 Pet 
ii. 1. See it explained in the Notes on 
that verse. If the word * God' is to be 
omitted in this place, the passage would 
be wholly applicable, beyond question, 
to the Lord Jesus, and would mean, 
'denying our only Sovereign and Lord, 
Jesus Christ.' It is perhaps impossible 
now to determine with certainty the 
true reading of the text ; nor is it very 
material. Whichever of the readings 
is correct; whether the word (J^tov) 
God is to be retained or not, the senti- 
ment expressed woqld be true, that 
their doctrines amounted to a practical 
denial of the only true God; and 
equally so that they were a denial of 
the only Sovereign and Lord of the true 
Christian. 

6. I will therefore put you in re- 
membrance, • To show you what 
must be the doom of such men, I will 
call certain facts to your recollection, 
with which you are familiar, respecting 
the divine treatment of the wicked in 
times past.' IT Though ye once knew 
this. That is, yon were formerly made 
acquainted with these things, though 
they may not be now fresh in your 
recollection. On the different signifi- 
cations affixed to the word once in this 
place, see Bloomfield Crit, Dig* in loc 
The thing which seems to have been 
in the mind- of the apostle was an in- 
tention to call to their recollection, as 
bearing on the case before him, facts 
with which they had formerly been 
familiar, and about which there was no 
doubt It was the thing which we 
often endeavour to do in argument — to 
remind a person of some fact which ha 
once knew very well, and which bean 
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hating 0mred the people out of 
the land of Egypt, afterward de- 
stroyed ' them that believed not. 
6 Atid the angels ^ which kept 
not their ^ first estate, but left 

a Nu. 14. 29, 37. He. 3. 16—19. 



directly on the case. IT How that the 
Lord, having 9aved the people out of 
the land of Egypt* Comp. Notes on 
1 Cor. X. 6 — 13. The bearing of this 
fact on the case before the mind of 
Jude, seems to have been this,— that, 
as those who had been deliveied from 
Egypt were afterward destroyed for 
their unbelief, or as the mere fact of 
their being rescued did not prevent de- 
struction from coming on them, so the 
fact that these persons seemed to be de- 
livered from sin, and had become pro- 
fessed followers of God, would not pre- 
vent their being destroyed if they led 
wicked lives. It might rather be infer- 
red irom the example of the Israelites 
that they would be. IT Afterward (to 
dcvfcfKVy the seconct) f that is, the 
second thing in order, or again. The 
expression is unusual in this sense, but 
the apostle seems to have fixed his 
mind on this event as a second great 
and important feet in regard to them. 
The first was that they were delivered ; 
the second, that they were destroyed. 
1 Destroyed them that believed not. 
That is, on account of thdr unbelief. 
They were not permitted to enter the 
promised land, but were cut off in the 
wilderness. See Notes on Heb. iit 
16—19. 

6. And the angels which kept not 
their first estate. A second case denot- 
ing that the wicked would be punished. 
Comp. Notes on 2 Peter ii. 4. The 
word rendered estate (apx^) is in the 
margin, principality. The word pro- 
perly means beginnings commence- 
fnentf and then that which sur- 
passes others, which is first, &c., in 
point of rank and honour ; or preemi- 
nence, priority, precedence, princedom. 
Here it refers to the rank and dignity 



their own habitation, he hath re- 
served in everlasting chains, ^ 
under darkness, unto the judg- 
ment ** of the great day. 
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which the angels had in heaven. That 
rank or preeminence they did not 
keep, but fell from it On the word 
used here, comp. Eph. i. 2 ; iii. 10. Col. 
iL 10, as applied to angels ; 1 Cor. xv. 
24. Eph. vi. 12. dol. ii. 15, as ap- 
plied to demons. IT But left their own 
habitation. To wit, according to the 
common interpretation, in heaven. The 
word rendered habitation (oMn^tijptoi'), 
occurs nowhere else in the New Tes- 
tament It means here that heaven 
was their native abode or dwalling- 
place. They left it by sin; but the 
expression here would seem possibly to 
mean that they became dissatisfied with 
their abode, and voluntarily preferred 
to change it for another. If they did 
become thus dissatisfied, the cause is 
wholly unknown, and conjecture is use- 
less. Some of the later Jews supposed 
that they relinquished heaven out of 
love for the daughters of men. Rob. 
Lex. IT He hath reserved in everlast- 
ing chains. See Notes on 2 Pet ii. 4. 
Peter says, * chains of darkness ;* that 
is, the darkness encompasses Uiem as 
chains. Jude says that those chains 
are < everlasting' (BsdfMii oiBuMi). 
Comp. Rom. i. 20 ; * his eternal power 
and Godhead.' The word does not 
elsewhere occur. It is an appropriate 
word to denote that which is eternal ; 
and no one can doubt that if a Greek 
unshed to express that idea, ^lis would 
be a proper word to use. The sense 
is, that that deep darkness always en- 
dures; there is no intermission; no 
light ; it will exist forever. This pas- 
sage in itself does not prove that the 
punishment of the rebel angels will be 
eternal, but merely that they are kept 
in a dark prison in which there is no 
light, and which is to exist forever, 
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7 Even as Sodom * and Go- 1 and going after ' strange flesh, 
morrha, and the cities ahout | are set forth for an examjHe, saf- 
them, in like manner giving 
themselves over to fornication, 



fering the vengeance of eternal 
fire. 
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with reference to the final trial. The 
punishment of the rebel angels after 
the jadgment is represented as an ever- 
lasting fire, which has been prepared 
for them and their followers. Matt. 
XXV. 41. 

7. Eten as Sodom and Gomorrha» 
Notes on 2 Pet. ii. 6. IT And ike 
cities about them» Admah and Ze- 
boiim. Gen. xiv. 2. * Bent xxix. 23. 
Hos. xi. 8. There may have been other 
towns, also, that perished at the same 
time, but these are particularly men- 
' tioned. They seem to have partaken 
of the same general characteristics, as 
neighbouring towns and cities gene> 
rally do. ^ In like manner, « In a 
manner like to these' (ifbv ofjioiw 
tovTfoii 'tfiOftw')* The Greek word 
these, is in the plural number. There 
has been much diversity in inter- 
preting this clause. Some refer it 
to the angels, as if it meant that the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah com- 
mitted sin in a way similar to the 
angels ; some suppose that it refers to 
the wicked teachers about whom Jude 
was discoursing, meaning that Sodom 
and Gomorrah committed the same 
kind of sins which they did ; some that 
the meaning is, that < the cities round 
about Sodom and Gomorrah' sinned in 
the same way as those cities ; and some 
that they were punished in the same 
manner, and were set forth like them 
as an example. I see no evidence that 
it refers to the angels ; and if it did, it 
would not prove, as some have sup- 
posed^ that their sin was of the same 
kind as that of Sodom, since there 
might have been a resemblance in some 
respects, though not in all. I see no 
reason to believe, as Macknight holds, 
that it refers to false teachers, since 
that would be to suppose that the inha- 
38 
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bitants of Sodom copied their exaaxple 
long before the example was set. It 
seems to me, therefore, that the refer- 
ence is to the eities round about Sodom, 
and that the sense is, that they com- 
mitted iniquity in the same manner as 
the inhabitants of Sodom did, and were 
set forth in the same way as an example* 
^ Going after strange flesh, Mwtg,, other. 
The reference seems to be to the peculiar 
sin which, from the name Sodom, has 
been called sodomy. Comp. Rom. t. 
27. The meaning of the phrase going 
after, is, that they were greatly addict^ 
to thir vice. The word strange, or 
other, refers to that which is contrary 
to nature. Doddridge, however, ex- 
plains it, « going after strange and de- 
testable gratifications of their pampered 
and indulged flesh." IT Are set forth 
for an example. They fiimish a 
warning against all such conduct, 
and a demonstration that punishment 
shall come upon the ungodly. The 
condemnation of any sinner, or of any 
class of sinners, always furnishes such 
a warning. See Notes on 2 Peter ii. 6. 
IT Suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire. The word rendered suffering 
(vftsxovaac) means properly holding 
under, as, for example, the hand ; then 
to hold towards any one, as the ear — 
to give attention ; then it is used as 
denoting to hold a discourse towards or 
with any one, or to hold satisfaction to 
any one, to make atonement ; and then 
as undergoing, paying, or suffering 
punishment, when united, as it is here, 
with the word BCxrpf (punishment, or 
vengeance). See Rob. Lex. Here 
it expresses the idea of undergoing 
punishment. The word properly 
agrees in the construction with cities 
(rio^^vf), referring to Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the cities around them; 
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8 Likewise also these fiUhy 
dreamers defile ' the flesh, de- 
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bat the things affirmed relate to the 
inh€tbitant8 of those cities. The word 
vengeance means puDtshment ; that is, 
such vengeance as the Lord takes on the 
guilty, not vengeance for the gratification 
of private and personal feeling, but like 
that which a magistrate appoints for 
the maintainance of the laws ; such as 
justice demands. The phrase < eternal 
fire' is one that is often used to denote 
future puniriiment — as expressing the 
severity and intensity of the suffisrtng. 
See Notes on Matt. xxv. 41. As here 
used, it cannot mean that the fires 
which consumed Sodom and Gomorrah 
were literally eternal, or were kept 
always burning, for that was not true. 
The expression seems to denote, in this 
connection, two things: (1.) That the 
destruction of the cities of the plain, 
with their inhabitants, was as entire 
and perpetual as if the fires had been 
always burning — the consumption was 
absolute and enduring — the sinners 
were wholly cut off, and the cities 
for ever rendered desolate; and (2.) 
That, in its nature and duration, this 
was a striking emblem of the destruc- 
tion which will come upon the ungodly. 
I do not see that the apostle here 
means to affirm that those particular 
sinners who dwelt in Sodom would be 
punished forever, for bis expressions do 
not directly affirm that, and his argu- 
ment does not demand it ; but still, the 
image in his mind, in the destruction 
of those cities, was clearly that of the 
utter desolation and ruin of which this 
was the emblem ; of the perpetual de- 
struction of the wicked, like that of the* 
cities of the plain. If this had not been 
the case, there was no reason why he 
should have used the word eternal — 
meaning here perpetucU — since, if in 
bis mind there was no image of future 
punishment, all that the argument! 
would have demanded was the simple | 



spise dominion, and speak evil 
of dignities. 



statement that they were cut off by 
fire. The passage, then, cannot be 
used to prove that the particular 
dwellers in Sodom will be punished 
forever — whatever may be the truth 
on that point; but that there is a 
place of eternal punishment, of which 
that was a striking emblem. The 
meaning is, that the case was one 
which furnished a demonstration of the 
fact that God will punish sin ; that 
this was an example of the punishment 
which God sometimes inflicts on sin- 
ners in this world, and a type of that 
eternal punishment which will be in- 
flicted in the next. 

8. Likewise also* In the same way 
do these persons defile the flesh, or re- 
semble the inhabitants of Sodom. That 
is, they practice the same kind of vices. 
What the apostle says is, that their 
character resembled that of the inhabit- 
ants of Sodom ; the example which he 
adduces of the punishment which was 
brought on those sinners, leaves it to be 
clearly inferred that the persons of 
whom he was^ speaking would be pun- 
ished in a similar manner. IT These 
filthy dreamers. The word Jilthy has 
been supplied by our translators, but 
there is no good reason why it should 
have been introduced. The Greek word 
(itwtvia(ui) means to dream; and is 
applied to these persons, as holding doc- 
trines and opinions which sustained 
the same relation to truth which dreams 
do to good sense. Their doctrines were 
the fruits of mere imagination, fooliBh 
vagaries, and fancies. The word occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament 
except in Acts ii. 17, where it is ap- 
plied to visions in dreams. ^De^/e 
the fiesh. Pollute themselves; give 
indulgence to, corrupt passions and ap- 
petites. See Notes on 2 Pet. ii. 10. 
Y Despise dominion. The same Greek 
word is used here which occurs in 2 
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Pet. ii. 10. See Notes on that verse. 
IT And speak evil of dignities* Notes 
on 2 Pet. ii. 10. 

9. Yet Michael the carehangel, &c. 
This verse has given more perplexity 
to expositors than any other part of the 
epistle ; and in fact the difficalties in 
regard to it have been so great that 
some have been led to regard the epis- 
tle as spurious. The difEcalty has 
arisen from these two circamstanees : 
(1.) Ignorance of the origin of what is 
said here of Michael the archangel, no- 
thing of this kind being found in the 
Old Testament ; and (2.) The impro- 
bability of the story itself, which looks 
like a mere Jewish fable. Peter in his 
Second Epistle, eh. ii. 2, made a gene- 
red reference to angels as not bringing 
railing accusations against others before 
the Lord, but Jude refers to a particular 
case— the case of Michael when con- 
tending about the body of Moses. The 
methods proposed of reconciling the 
passage with the proper ideas of inspi- 
ration have been various, though per- 
haps no one of them relieves it of all 
difficulty. It would be inconsistent 
with the design of these Notes to go 
into an extended examination of this 
passage. Those who wish to see a full 
investigation of it may consult Mi- 
chaeHs' Intro, to the New Testament, 
vol. iv. pp. 378 — 393 ; Lardner, vol. vi. 
p. 312, seq. ; Hug, Intro. § 183 ; Ben- 
son,tn/(>c.; Roaenmuller's Morgenland, 
iii. pp. 196, 197 ; and Wetstein in loc. 
The principal methods of relieving the 
difficulty have been the following : I. 
Some have supposed that the reference 
is to the passage in Zechariah, ch. iii. 
] , seq. " And he showed me Joshua 
the high-priest standing before the 
angel of the Lord, and Satan standing 
at his right hand to resist him. And 
the Lord said unto Satan, the Lord re- 
buke thee, O Satan," &c. The opinion 
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that Jude refers to this passage was 
held by Lardner. But the objections 
to this are very obvious: (1.) There 
is no similarity between the two except 
the expression < the Lord rebuke thee.' 
(2.) The name Michael does not occur 
at all in the passage in Zechariah. (3.) 
There is no mention made of the < body 
of Moses' there, and no allusion to it 
whatever. (4.) There is no intima- 
tion that there was any such conten- 
tion about his body. There is a mere 
mention that Satan resisted the angel 
of the Lord, as seen in the vision, but 
no intimation that the controversy had 
any reference to Moses in any way. 
(5.) The reason of the resistance which 
Satan of&red to the angel in the vision 
as seen by Zechariah ia stated. It was 
in regard to the consecration of Joshua 
to the office of high-priest, implying a 
return of prosperity to Jerusalem, and 
the restoration of the worship of God 
there in its purity. Zech.iii.2. To this 
Satan was of course opposed, and the 
vision represents him as resisting the 
angel in his purpose thus to set him 
apart to that office. These reasons 
seem to me to make it clear that Jude 
did not refer to the passage in Zecha- 
riah, nor is there any other place in the 
Old Testament to which it can be sup- 
posed he had reference. II. Hug sup- 
poses, Intro. § 183, that the reference 
here, as well as that in ver. 14, to the 
prophecy of Enoch, is derived from 
some apocryphal books existing in the 
time of Jude, and that though those 
books contained mere fables, the apostle 
appealed to them, not as conceding 
what was said to be true, but in order 
to refute and rebuke those against whom 
he wrote, out of books which they ad- 
mitted to be of authority. Arguments 
and confutations, he says, drawn from 
the sacred Scriptures would have been 
of no avail in reasoning with them, fivr 
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thete tbey evaded (2 PeL iii 16), and 
there were no sorer meane of influencing 
them than those writings whioh they 
themeehei valued aa the Boureea of their 
peculiar views. According to this^ the 
apoetle did not mean to ▼•u«h for the 
irttth of the story, bnt merely to mftka 
use of it in argament. The ohjeetion 
to this is, that the apostle does in fact 
seem to refer to the contest between 
Michael and the devil as true. He 
speaks of it in the same way in which 
he wonld have done if he had spoken 
' of the death of Moses, or of his smiting 
the rock, or of his leading the children 
o| Israel acress tho Red Sea, or of any 
otbec fact in htitoiy. If he regarded it 
as a mere &l^^ thoagh it would have 
been honest and consistent with all 
proper views «f inspiration for him to 
have said to those against whom he 
argued, that on their own principles 
such aiid such things were true, 5Fet it 
would not be honest to speak of it as a 
feet which he admitted to be true. Be- 
sides, it should be remembered that he 
is not arguing with them, in which case 
it might be admissible to reason in this 
way, but was making statements to 
others about them, and showing that 
they manifested a spirit entirely diffisrent 
fron^ that which the angels evinced 
even when contending in a just cause 
against the prince of all evil. III. It 
has been supposed that the apostle 
quotes an apocryphal book existing in 
his time, containing 'this account, and 
that he means to admit that the account 
is true. Origen mentions such a book, 
called « The Assumption of -Moses" 
(AmAi^ tov Mwtsof), as extant in 
his time, containing this very account 
of the contest between Michael and the 
devil about the body of Moses. That 
was a Jewish Greek book, and Origen 
supposed that this was the source of 
thf6 account here. That book is now 
lost* There is stUl extan^ a book in 
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Hebrew, called ntSTO HTDd— 'the Death 
of Moses,' which some have supposed 
to be the book referred to by Origen. 
Tfuii book contains many febolous 
stories about the death of Moses, and is 
evidently the work of some Jew draw- 
ing wholly upon his imagination. An 
account of it may be seen in Michaelisy 
Intro, iv. p. 381, seq. There is no 
reason to suppMe that this ia th« same 
book referral to by Origen under the 
^nane of the ''Assumption of Moses;* 
and there is a moral oertainty that an 
inspired writer could not have quoted 
it as of authoritf • Further, there can 
be no reasonable doubt that such a 
book as Origen 'refers to, under the title 
of the < Assumption of Moses,' was 
extant in to^ime, but that does not 
prove by any means that it was extant 
in the time'of ,'Jude, or that he quoted 
it. There is, indeed, no positive proof 
that it was no/ extant in the time of 
Jade, but there is none that it was, and 
all the fects in the case will be met by 
the supposition that it waa written after- 
wards, and that the tradition on the sub- 
ject here'referfed to by Jude was incor- 
porated into it IV. The remaining sup- 
position 11^4 J<>d^ here refere to a pre- 
valent tradition among the Jews, and 
that he has adopted it as containing an 
important truth, and one which bore 
on the subject under discussion. In 
support of this, it may be observed, (a) 
that it is well known that there were 
many traditions of this nature among 
the Jews. See Notes on Matt. xv. 2. 
(b) That though many of these tradi- 
tions were puerile and false, yet there 
is no reaJBon to doubt that some of them 
might have been founded in truth, (c) 
That an inspired writer might select 
those which were true, for the illustra- 
tion of his subject, with as much pro- 
priety as he might select what was 
written, since if what was thus handed 
down by tradition was true it was as 
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jfToper fo use it .as to use a finct made 
known in any other way. (d) That 
in fkct such traditions were adopted by 
the inspired writers when they would 
serve to illustrate a subject which they 
were discossing. Thus Paul refers to 
the tradition i^ut Jannes and Jambres 
as true history. See Notes on 2 Tim* 
iii. 8. (e) If, therefore, what is here 
said was irue, there wae no impropriety 
in its being referred to by Jude as an 
illustration of his subject. The only 
material question then is, whether it t» 
irue. And who can prove that it is 
not } What evidence is there thai it 
is not ? How is it possible to demon- 
strate that it is not ? There are many 
allusions in the Bible to angels ; there 
is express mention of such an angel as 
Michael (Ban* zii. 1) ; there is frequent 
mention of the devil; and there are 
numerous affirmations that both bad 
and good angels are employed in im- 
portant transactions on the earth. Who 
can prove that such spirits never meet, 
never come in conflict, never encounter 
each other in executing their purposes ? 
jOood men meet bad men, and why ia 
it any more absurd to suppose that 
good angels may encounter bad ones ? 
It should be remembered, further, that 
there is no need of supposing that the 
subject of the dispute was about burying 
the body of Moses; or that Michael 
sought to bury it, and the devil endea- 
voured to prevent it^— the one in order 
that it might not be worshif^d by the 
XsraefileB, and the other that it might 
be. This indeed became incorporated 
into the tradition in the apocryphal 
books which were afterwards written ; 
but Jude says not one word of this, 
and is in bo way responsible for it. 
All that he says is^ that thwe was a 
contention or dispute (iuiatpw6fM90f^ 
^xiysfo) respecting his body. But 
when it was, or what was the occasion, 
or how it was conducted, he does not 
state, and we have no right to ascribe 
to him sentiments which he has not 
expressed. If ever such a cMitrcH 
38* 



versy ef any kind exlsled respecting 
that body, it is all that Jude affirms, 
and is all for which he should be held 
responsible* The sum of the matter, 
then, it seems to me is, that Jude has, 
as Paul did on another occasion, adopted 
a tradition which was prevalent in his 
time ; that tiiere is nothing necessarily 
absurd or impossible in the fact affirmed 
by the tradition, and that no one can 
possibly demonstrate that it ia not true. 
IT The archangeL The word archangel 
occurs only in one other place in the 
Scriptures. See Notes on 1 These. 
iv. 16. It means ruHng or chief angel 
— the chief among the hoets of heaven. 
It is nowhere else applied to Michael, 
though his name is several times men- 
tioned. Dan. X. 13, 21 ; xii. 1. Rev 
xii. 7. 1 When contending. ' This word 
(Scaxptvojuevo;) refers here to a conten- 
tion or strife with words — a disputO' 
tion. Nothing farther is necessarily 
implied, for it is so used in this sense 
in the New Testament. Acts xi. 2, 12 
(Greek), ^ He disputed (fiisTJystoy 
7%t9 word also would denote merely a 
controversy or contention of words. 
Mark ix. 34. Acts xvii. 2, 1 7 ; xviii. 4, 
19; xxiv. 12. ^ About the body of 
Moses, The nature of this controversy 
is wholly unknown, and conjecture is 
useless. It is not Said, however, that 
there was a strife which should get the 
body, or a contention about burying it, 
or any physical contention about it 
whatever. That there may have been, 
no one indeed can disprove, but all that 
the apostle says would be met by a sup-* 
position that there was cmy debate of 
any kind respecting that body, in which 
Michael, though provoked by the oppo- 
sition of the worst being in the uni- 
verse, still restrained himself from any 
outbreaking of passion, and used only 
the language of mild but firm rebuke 
IT Durst not (pvx M'kfMi</s)* < Did not 
dare.' It is not said that he did not 
dare to do it because he feared Satatf , 
but all that the word implies is met hf 
supposing that he did not dare to do it 
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10 Bat these speak evil of 
those things which they know 
not : but what they know natu- 



becaaae he feared the Lord, or because 
in any circnmatances it would be wrong. 
%A railing accusation. The Greek 
word ia blasphemy. The meaning is, 
he did not indulge in the language of 
mere reproach ; and it i« implied here 
that such language would be wrong any 
where. If it would be right to bring 
a railing accusation against any one it 
would be against the deviL ^ But 
Maid, The Lord rebuke thee. The word 
here used (liC^'ifiaco) means properly 
to put honour upon ; and then to ad- 
judge or confirm. Then it came to be 
used in the sense of commanding or 
restraining, as, e. g., the winds and 
waves. Matt viiL 26. Mark iv. 3d. 
Then it is used in the sense of admo- 
nishing strongly f of enjoining upon 
one, with the idea of censure. Matt. 
xviL 18. Mark i. 25. Luke iv. 36, 41 
This is the idea here — the expression 
of a wish that the Lord would take 
the matter of the dispute to him- 
self, and that he would properly re- 
strain and control Satan, with the 
implied idea that his conduct was 
wrong. The language is the same as 
that recorded m Zech. iii. 2, as used 
by < the angel' respecting Satan. But, 
as observed above, there is no reason 
to suppose that the apostle referred to 
that. The fact, however, that the angel 
is said to have used the language on 
that occasion may be allowed to give 
confirmation to what is said here, since 
it shows that it is language which an- 
gelic beings naturally employ. 

10. But these speak ani of those 
things which they know not. These 
false and corrupt teachers employ re- 
proachful language of those things 
which lie wholly beyond the reach of 
their vision. Notes on 2 Pet ii. 12. 
V But what they know naturally. As 
mere men; as animals; that is, in 
things pertaining to their physical na- 



rally, as brute beasts, in those 
things they corrupt themselves. 
11 Woe unto them! for they 



ture, or in which they are on a level 
with the brute creation. The reference 
is to the natural instincts, the impulses 
of appetite, and passion, and sensual 
pleasure. The idea of the apostle 
seems to be, that their knowledge was 
confined to those things. They did 
not rise above them to the intelligent 
contemplation of those higher things 
against which they used only the lan- 
guage of reproach. There are multi- 
tudes of such men in the world. To- 
wards high and holy objects they use 
only the language of reproach. They 
do not understand them, but they can 
raif at them. Their knowledge is con- 
fined to the subjects of sensual indul- 
gence, and all their intelligence in that 
respect is employed only to corrupt and 
destroy themselves. IT As brute beasts. 
Animals without intelligence. Notes 
on 2' Pet iL 12. If in those things 
they corrupt themselves. They hve 
only for sensual indulgence, and sink 
deeper and deeper in sensual gratifica- 
tions. 

11. Woe unto them/ See Matt xi. 
21. IT For they have gone in the way 
of Cain, Gen. iv. 6—12. That is, 
they have evinced disobedience and re- 
bellion as he did; they have shown 
that they are proud, corrupt, and 
wicked. The apostle does not specify 
the points in which they had imitated 
the example of Gain, but it was proba- 
bly in such things as these — pride, 
haughtiness, the hatred of religion, 
restlessness under the restraints of vir^ 
tue, envy that others were m(»e &- 
voured, and a spirit of hatred of the 
brethren (comp. 1 John iii. 15) which 
would lead to murder. ^ And ran 
greedily after the error of Balaam for 
reward The word rendered ran gree^ 
^y {j^hx^^(io», firom ixx^id* means 
to pour out, and then, when spoken of 
persons, that they are poured out, <a 
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have gone in the way of Cain, * 
and ran greedily afler the error 
of Balaam * for reward, and per- 
ished in the gainsaying of Core. " 



that they rush tumultuoualy on an 
object; that is, that they give them- 
selves up to any thing. The idea here 
is, that all restraint was relaxed, and 
that, they rushed on tumultuously to 
any course of life that promised gain. 
See Notes on ^ Pet. ii. 16. IT And 
perished. They perish,, or they will 
perish. The result is so certain that 
the apostle speaks of it as if it were 
already done; The thought seems to 
have lain in his mind in this manner : 
he thinks of them as having the same 
character as Korah, and then at once 
thinks of them as destroyed in the 
same manner, or as if it were already 
done. They are identified with him 
in their character and doom. The word 
rendered perish (abrtoXkvfM) is oflen used 
to denote future punishment. Matt. x. 
38, 39; xviii. 14. Mark i. 24. Luke 
xiii. 3, 6. John iii. 16, 16 ; x. 28. 2 
Thess. ii. 10. 2 PeL iii. 9. IT In the 
gainsaying of Core. OfKorah. Num. 
xvi. 1 — 30. The word gcdnsaying 
here means properly contradiction, or 
speaking against, then controversy, 
question, strife; then contumely, re- 
proach, or rebellion. The idea here 
seems to be, that they were guilty of 
insubordination ; of possessing a rest- 
less and dissatisfied spirit ; of a desire 
to rule, 6cc 

12. These are spots. See Notes on 
2 Pet. ii. 13. The word used by 
Peter, however, is not exactly the same 
as that used here. Peter uses the word 
iSTU%M (spiloi); Jude tfyaJto^ej (spila- 
des). The word used by Jude means 
properly a rock by or in the sea; a 
clifif, 6cc It may either be a rock by 
the sea, against which vessels may be 
wrecked, or a hidden rock in the sea, 
on which they may be stranded at an 
unexpected moment See Hesychius, 
and PoUaz, as quoted in Wctstein, in 



12 These are spots ** in your 
feasts of charity, when they feast 



a Ge. 4. 5. 

c Nu. 16. 1, &c. 
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he. The idea here seems to be, not 
that they were spots and blemishes in 
their sacred feasts, but that they were 
like hidden rocks to the mariner. As 
those rocks were the cause of shipwreck, 
so these false teachers caused others to 
make shipwreck of their faith. They 
were as dangerous in the church as 
hidden rocks are in the ocean. IT In 
your feasts of charity. Your feasts of 
love. The' reference is, probably to the 
Lord's Supper, called a feast or festival 
of love, broause (1.) It revealed the 
love of Christ to the worid ; (2.) Be- 
cause it was the means of strengthening 
the mutual love of the disciples: a fes- 
tival which love originated, and where 
love reigned. It has been supposed 
by many, that the reference here is to 
festivals which were subsequently called 
AgapsBf and which are now known as 
Love-feasts — meaning a festival imme- 
diately preceding the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper. But there are strong 
objections to the supposition that there 
is reference here to such a festival : 
(1.) There is no evidence, unless it be 
found in this passage, that such cele- 
brations had the sanction of the apos- 
tles. They are nowhere else mentioned 
in the New Testament, or alluded to, 
unless it is in 1 Cor. xi. 17 — 34, an 
instance which is mentioned only to 
reprove it, and to show that such ap- 
pendages to the Lord's Supper were 
wholly unauthorized by the original 
institution, and were liable to gross 
abuse. (2.) The supposition that they 
existed, and that they are referred to 
here, is not necessary in order to a pro- 
per explanation of this passage. All that 
it fairly means will be met by the sup- 
position that the reference is to the 
Lord's Supper. TTtat was in every 
sense a festival of love Or charity. The 
worda will appropriately apply t^titet^ 
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with yoa, feeding * theraselTes 
without fear : ^ cloads they are 
without water, carried • about of 
winds ; trees whose fruit ' with- 



and theta U do neoemitf of Mipposing 
any thing else in order to meet their 
fiifl signification. (8.) There can be 
BO donbt that snoh a custom etrly ex- 
isted in the Chrietlan ehnich, and ex- 
tensively prevailed ; bot it can readily 
be accoanted for withtfnt sifppoatng 
that it had the sanction of the apoatles, 
or that it existed in theb time, (a) 
Festivals prevailed among the Jews, 
and it woald not be unnatural to intro- 
duce them into the Christian chnrch. 
(b) The custom prevailed among the 
heathen of having a < feast upon a 
Bacrifioe,' or in connection with a sacri- 
fice, and as the Lord's Supper com- 
memorated the great sacrifice for sin, 
it was not unnatural, in imitation of 
the heathen, to append a feast or festi- 
val to that ordinance^ either before or 
after its celebration, (c) This veiy 
passage in Jude, with perhaps some 
others in the New Testament (comp. 
1 Cor. xi. 35. Acts ii. 46 ; vi. 2), 
might be so construed as to seem to 
lend countenance to the eustom. For 
these reasons it seems dear to me that 
the passage before us does not refer to 
hve-feaaU; and, therefore, that they 
are not authoriseed in the New Testa- 
ment. See, however, Coleman's An- 
tiquities of the Christian ehurch, ch. 
xvi., § 13. 1 When they feoH with 
you. Showing that they were profes- 
sors of religion. Notes, 2 Pet. ii. 13. 
IT Feeding themselves without fear. 
That is, without any proper reverence 
or respect for the ordinance ; attending 
on the Lord's Supper as if it were an 
ordinary feast, and making it an occa- 
sion of riot and gluttony. See 1 Cor. 
xi. 20—22. IT Clouds they are^ Ac. 
Notes, 2 Pet. ii. 17. Comp. Bfh. iv. 
14. IT TVees whose fruit wUhereth. 
The idea here is substantially the same 
as that expressed by Peter, when he 



ereth, wittMNit fruit, twice ' dead, 
plucked f up by iStm roota 

a Ph. 3. 19. h Pr. SS. PI. 

e Ep. 4. 14. d Jno. 15. 4-6. 

d H«. 6. 4-6. /Mat 15. la 



says that they were < wells withcrat 
water;' and by him and Jude, when 
they say that they are Uke clouds driven 
about by the winds, that shed down 
no refreshing rain upon the earth. 
Such welle and clouds only disappoint 
expectations. So a tree that should 
promise fruit,' but whose fruit should 
always wither, would be useless. The 
word rendered withereih (f^cnofcoptya) 
occurs nowhere else in the New Tes- 
tament. It means, properly, autum* 
nal; and the expression here denotes 
trees of autumn / that is» trees stripped 
of leaves and' verdure $ trees on vHiich 
there is no ^ fruit Rob. Lex. The 
sense, in the use oi this word, there- 
fore, is not exactly that which is ex- 
pressed in our translation, that the fruit 
has withered, hni rather that they are 
like the trees of autumn, which are 
stripped and 'bare. So the Vulgate, 
arbores autumnaks. The idea of their 
being without fruit is expressed in the 
next word. \ The image which seems 
to have been before the mind of Jude 
in this expression, is that of the naked 
trees of autumn as contrasted with the 
bloom of spring and the dense foliage 
of summer. • IT Without fruit. That 
is, they produce no fruit. Either they 
are wholly barren, like the barren fig- 
tree, or the fruit which was set never 
ripens, but fells o£ They are, there- 
fore, useless as religious instructors— as 
much so as a tree is which produces 
DO fruit ^'Tmee dead. That is, 
either meaning that they are seen to be 
dead in two successive seasons, show- 
ing that there is no hope that they will 
revive and be vi^able i or, using the 
word twice to denote emphasis, mean- 
ing that they are absolutely or alto- 
gether dead. Perhaps the idea is, that 
successive summers and vrintere have 
passed over them^and thai no signs of 
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18 Ragingwaves^of the sea, 
foaming out their own shame; 
wandering ^ stars, to whom is re- 
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life appear. 1 Plucked up by the 
ToaU* The wind blows them down, or 
they are removed by the husbandman 
as only cambering the ground* They 
are not cut down — leaving a stump 
that might sprout again — ^but they are 
extirpated root and branch; that is, 
they are wholly worthless. There is 
a regular ascent in this climax. First, 
the apostle sees a tree apparently of 
autumn, stripped and leafless ; then he 
sees it to be a tree that bears no fruit ; 
then he sees it to be a tree over which 
successive winters and summers pass 
and no signs of life appear; then as 
wholly extirpated. So he says it is 
with these men. They /produce no 
fruits of holiness ; months and years 
show that there is no vitality in them ; 
they are fit only to be extirpated and 
cast away. Alas ! how many professors 
of religion are there, and how many re- 
ligious teachers, who answer to this 
description ! 

13. Raging waves of the $ea. Comp. 
2 Pet ii. 18. They are like the wild 
and restless waves of the ocean. The 
image here seems to be, that they were 
noisy and bold in their professions, and 
were as wild and ungovernable in their 
passions as the billows of the sea. 
IT Foaming out their own shame. The 
waves are lashed into foam, and break 
and dash on the shore. They seem to 
produce nothing bi^ foam, and to pro- 
claim their own shame,'that after all 
their wild roaring and agitotion they 
should effect no more. So with these 
noisy and vaunting teachers. What 
they impart is as unsubstantial and 
valueless as the foam of the oeean- 
waves, and the result is in £ict a pro- 
clamation of their own shame. Men 
with so loud professions should pro- 
dace much moie. % Wandering stars. 



served the blackness of darkness 
for ever. 

14 And Enoch also the seventh 

b Re. 8. 10, 11. 



The word rendered wandering {fOai^ 
frtoju) is that from which we bavo 
aerived the word planet. It proper^ 
means one who wanders about; a 
wanderer; and was given by the an- 
cients to planets because they seemed 
to wander about the heavens, now for- 
ward and now backward among the 
other stars, without any fixed law. 
Pliny, N. His. ii. 6. Cicero, however, 
who saw that they were governed by 
certain established laws, says that the 
name seemed to be given to them with- 
out reason. De Nat. Deo. ii. 20. So 
Ax as the words used are concerned, 
the reference may be either to the 
planets, properly so called, or to comets, 
or to ignes fatuit or meteors. The 
proper idea is that of stars that have no 
regular motions, or that do not move in 
fixed and regular orbits. The laws of 
the planetary motions were not then 
understood, and their movements seemed 
to be irregular and capricious; and 
hence, if the reference is to them, they 
might be regarded as not an unapt illus- 
tration of these teachers. The sense 
seems to be, that the aid which we de- 
rive from the stars, as in navigation, is in 
the fact that they are regular in their 
places and movements, and thus the 
mariner can determine his position. If 
they had no regular places and move- 
ments, they would be useless to the 
seaman. So with false religious teach- 
ers. No dependence can be placed on 
them. It is not uncommon to compare 
a religious teacher to a star. Rev. i. 16 ; 
iL I. Comp. Rev. xxii. 16. ^ To whom 
is reserved the blackness of darkness 
for ever* Not to the stars, but to the 
teachers. The language here is the 
same as in 2 Pet ii. 17. See Notes on 
that verse. 
Ii. And Enoch also the seventh from 
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from Adam, prophesied of these, 
saying, Behold, the ' Lord com- 

a Zee. 14. 5. 

Adam, The seventh in the direct line 
of descent from Adam. The line of 
descent is Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, 
Mahaleel, Jared, Enoch. Gen. v. 3, seq, 
On the character of Enoch, see Notes 
on Heb. xi. 5. If Prophesied of these. 
Uttered prophesies applicable to these 
men, or respecting just such men as 
these. It is not necessarily meant 
that be had these men specifically in 
his eye, but all that is fairly implied is, 
that his predictions were descriptive 
of thom. There is no mention made 
in the writings of Moses of the fact 
that Enoch was a prophet ; but nothing 
is more probable in itself, and there is 
no absurdity in supposing that a true 
prophecy, though unrecorded, might be 
handed down by tradition. See Notes 
on 2 Tim. iii. 8. Jude 9. The source 
from which Jude derived this passage 
respecting the prophecy of Enoch, is 
unknown. Amidst the multitude of 
traditions, however, handed down by 
the Jews from a remote antiquity, 
though many of them were false, and 
many of a trifling character, it is rea- 
sonable to presume that some of them 
were true and were of importance. 
No man can prove that the one before 
us is not of that character ; no one can 
show that an inspired writer might not 
be led to make the selection of a true 
prophecy from a mass of traditions, 
and as the prophecy before us is one 
that would be every way worthy of a 
prophet, and worthy to be preserved, its 
quotation furnishes no argument against 
the inspiration of Jude. There is no 
cleai^ evidence that he quoted it from 
any book extant in his time. There is 
indeed now an apocryphal writing 
called < The Book of Enoch,' contain- 
ing a prediction strongly resembling 
this, but there is no certain proof that 
it existed so early as the time of Jude, 
nor if it did, is it abeolutely certain 
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eth with ten thousand of his 
saints, 



that he quoted from it. Both Jude 
and the author of that book may have 
quoted a common tradition of their 
time, for there can be no doubt that the 
passage referred to was handed down 
by tradition. The passage as found in 
the * Book of Enoch' is in these words : 
» Behold he comes with ten thousand 
of his saints, to execute judgment upon 
them, and destroy the wicked, and re- 
prove all the carnal, for every thing 
which the sinful and ungodly have 
done and committed against him." ch. 
ii. Bib.- Repository, vol. xv. p. 86. If 
the Book of Enoch was written after 
the time of Jude, it is natural to sup- 
pose that the prophecy referred to by 
him, and handed down by tradition, 
would be inserted in it. This book 
was discovered in an ^thiopic ver- 
sion, and was published with a transla- 
tion by Dr. Laurence in Oxford, in 
1821, and republished in 1832. A full 
account of it and its contents may be 
seen in an article by Prof. Stuart in 
the Bib. Repository for January 1840, 
pp. 86—137. %The Lord cometh. 
That is, the Lord will come. See Notes 
on 1 Cor. xvi. 22. It would seem from 
this to have been an early doctrine tha^ 
the Lord would descend to the earth 
for judgment. IT With ten thousand 
of his saints. Or, of his holy ones. 
The word saints we now apply com- 
ntonly to redeemed saints, or to Chris- 
tians. The original word is, however, 
applicable to all who are holy^ angels 
as well as men. The common repre- 
sentation in the Scriptures is, that he 
would come attended by the angels 
(Matt XXV. 31), and there is doubtless 
allusion here to such beings. It is a 
common representation in the Old Tes- 
tament also that God, when he mani- 
fests himself, is accompanied by great 
numbers of heavenly beings. See Ps. 
IxviiL 17. Deut. xxxiii. 2. 
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15 To execute judgment upon 
all, ** and to convince all that are 
ungodly among them of all their 
ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all 
their hard speeches'" which un- 
godly sinners have spoken against 
him. 



15. To execute judgment upon all. 
That is, he shall come to judge all the 
dwellers upon the earth, good and bad. 
IT And to convince all. The word con^ 
vince we now use commonly in a some- 
what limited sense, as meaning to sa- 
tisfy a man*s own mind either of the 
truth of some proposition, or of the 
fact that he has done wrong, as being 
in this latter sense synonymous with 
the word convict. This conviction is 
commonly produced by argument, or 
truth, and is not necessarily followed 
by any sentence of disapprobation, or 
by any judicial condemnation. But 
this is clearly not the sense in which 
the word is used here. The purpose 
of the coming of the Lord will not 
be to convince men in that sense, 
though it is undoubtedly true that the 
wicked will see that their lives have 
been wrong; but it will be to pronounce 
a sentence on them as the result of the 
evidence of their guilt The Greek word 
which is here used occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament. ^ All thai are 
ungodly among them. Ail that are 
not pious; all that have no religion. 
IF Of all their ungodly deeds, &x. Of 
their wicked actions and words. This 
is the common doctrine of the Bible, 
that ail the wicked actions and words 
of men will be called into judgment 
In regard to this passage, thus quoted 
from an ancient prophecy, we may re- 
mark : (1.) That the style bears the 
marks of its being a quotation, or of its 
being preserved by Jude in the lan- 
guage in which it had been handed 
down by tradition. It is not the style 
of Jude* It is not so terse, pointed, 



16 These are murmurers, 
complainers, walking after their 
own lusts; and their mouth 
speaketh great swelling toords, 
having men's persons in admira- 
tion because of advantage. 

a Re. ao. 13. b Ps. 73. 9. 



energetic* (2.) It has every probable 
mark of its naving been actually deli- 
vered by Enoch. The age in which he 
lived was corrupt The world was 
ripening for the deluge. He was him- 
self a good man, and as would seem, 
perhaps, almost the only good man of 
his generation. Nothing would be 
more natural than that he should be re- 
proached by hard words and speeches, 
and nothing more natural than that he 
should have pointed the men of his own 
age to the future judgment (3.) The 
doctrine of the final judgment, if this 
was uttered by Enoch, was an early 
doctrine in the world. It was held 
even in the first generations of the race. 
It was one of those great truths early 
communicated to man to restrain him 
from sin, and to lead him to prepare for 
the great events which are to occur on 
the earth. The same doctrine has been 
transmitted from age to age, anckis now 
one of the most importieint and the most 
afiecting that refers to the final destiny 
of men. 

16. TTiese are murmurers. The 
word here used does not elsewhere 
occur, though, the word murmur is fre- 
quent Matt XX. 11. Luke V. 30. John 
vi. 41, 43, 61 ; vii. 32. 1 Cor. x. 10. 
Comp. John vii. 12. Acts vi. 1. Pbil. 
ii. 14. 1 Pet iv. 9. The sense is that 
of repining or complaining under the 
allotments of Providence, or finding 
fault with God*s plans, and purposes, 
and doings. 1 Complainers, Literally, 
finding fault with one's own lot (jiefi^' 
fioipoi)* The word does not elsewhere 
occur in the New Testament; the 
thing often occurs in this world. No- 
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17 But, beloved, remember 
ye the words which were spoken 
before of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; 

18 How that they told you « 
there should be mockers in the 
last time, who should walk after 
their own ungodly lusts. 



thing is more eommon than for men to 
eoroplain of their lot ; to think that it 
is bard; to compare thdrs with that 
of otheis, and to blame God for not 
having made their circa mstances differ- 
ent The poor complain that they are 
not rich like others; the sick that they 
are not well) the enslaved that they 
are m^'fym ; the bereaved that they aie 
deprived of friends ; the ugly that they 
are not beautiful ; those in humble life 
that their Idt was not cast among the 
great aud the gay. The virtue that is 
opposed to this is eonUntment"'^ virtue 
of inestimable value. See Notes on 
Phil. iv. U. t Walking after their 
ovm lu9ta* Giving unlimited indulgence 
to their appetites and passions. See 
Notes on 2 Pet iii. 3. IT And their 
tnmUh speaketh great sweUing words. 
Notes on 2 Pet u. 18. 1 Having men's 
persams in admiration. Showing great 
respect to certain persons, particularly 
the Hch and the great The idea is, 
that they were not just in the esteem 
which >hey bad for others, or that they 
did net appreciate them according to 
their real worth* hai paid special atten- 
tion to one class in order to promote 
their selfish ends. IT Because of ad- 
vantage. Because they hoped to derive 
some benefit to themselves. 

17, 18. But, behoedy remember ye, 
&c. There is a striking aimilarity be- 
tween these two verses and 2 Peter iii. 
I — 3. It occurs in the same connec- 
tion, following I the description of the 
fiilse and dangerous teachers against 
whom the apostle would guard them, 
and coached almost in the same words. 



19 These be they who sepa- 
rate * themselves, sensual, having 
not the Spirit. 

20 But ye, beloved, building • 
up yourselves on your most holy 
faith, praying * in the Holy 
Ghost, 

a 1 Ti. 4. 1. b He. 10. 25. c Col. 2. 7. 
d £p. 6. 1& 



See the passage explained in the Notes 
on Peter. When Jude (ver. 17) entreats 
them to remember the words which 
were spoken by the apostles, it is not 
necessarily to be inferred that he was 
not himself an apostle, for he is speak- 
ing of what was past, and there might 
have been a special reason why he 
should refer to something which they 
would distinctly remember which had 
been spoken by the other apostles oa 
this point Or it might be that he 
meant also to include himself among 
them, and to speak of the apostles col- 
lectively without particularly specifying 
himself. ^Mockers. The word ren- 
dered mockers here is the same which 
in the parallel place in 2 Pet iii. 3 is 
rendered scoffers. Peter has stated 
more fully what was the particular sub- 
ject on which they scoffed, and has 
shovni that there was no ocdtsion for 
it. 2 Pet iii. 4, seq. 

1 9. These he they toko separate them' 
selves. That is, from their brethren, 
and from the work of benevolence and 
truth. Comp. Rom. xvi. 17. Judges 
V. 16, 23. 1 Sensu^ Under the in- 
fluence of gross passions and appetites. 
^ Having not the Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit, or the spirit of true religion. 

20. But ye, beloved, building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith. 
Comp. Notes on ver. 3. On the word 
building, see Notes on 1 Cor. iii. 9, 
10. Eph. iL 20. It is said here that 
they were to < build up themselves/ 
that is, they were to act as moral and 
responsible agents in this, or were to 
put forth their own proper exertions lo 
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31 Keep* ydurBehes in the 
love of God, looking** for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life. 
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32 And of some liave com- 
passion, making a difierence : 
23 And others save with fear, 

tf Jno. IS. 9, 10. »Ti.S.13. 



do it. Dependent m we are, and m 
all penons with correct views wiU feel 
themselves to be, jet it is proper to en- 
deavour to do the work of religion as 
if we had ample power ourselves. See 
Notes on Phil. ii. 12. The phrase 
« most holy faith' here refers to the sys- 
tem of religion which was founded on 
faith; and the meaning is, that they 
should seek to esUblish themselves 
most firmly in the belief of the doc- 
trines, and in the practice of the duties 
of that system of religion. IT Praying 
in the Holy Gho9t. See Notes on Eph. 
▼i.18. . 

21. Keep younehee in the hee of 
God. Stiii adverting to their own 
agency. On the duty here enjoined, 
wee Notes on John zv. 9. The phrase 
<the love of Qod* may mean either 
God's love to us, or our love to him. 
The latter appears, however, to be 
the sense here, because it is not a 
subject which could be enjoined, that 
we should keep up GotPe love to ue. 
That is a point over which we can 
have no control, except so far as it 
may be the result of our obedience ; but 
we fnay be commanded to love him, 
and to keep ourselves in that love. 
IT Looking for the mercy of our Lotrd 
Jeeue Christ. Particularly when he 
shall come to receive his people to him- 
self. See Note* en Titus u. 13. 2 Pet 
iii. 12. 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
'- 26. And of some have eompaeaion. 
This cannot be intended to teach that 
they were not to have compassion for 
all men, or to regard the salvation of 
all with solidtude, but that they were 
to have special and peculiar compas- 
sion for a certain class of persons, or 
were to approach them with feelings 
appropriate to their condition. The 
idea is, that the peculiar feeling to be 
39 



manifested towards a certain class o| 
persons in seeking their salvation was 
tender affiMtion and kindness. They 
were to approach them in the gentlest 
manner, appealing to them by such 
words as lave would prompt. Others 
were to be approached in a difierenl 
manner, indicated by the phrase, < save 
vrith fesr.' The class here referred to 
to whom pity (ixsm^t) was to be 
shown, and in whose converaon and 
salvation tender compassioA was to be 
employed, appear to h«ve been the 
timid, the gentle, the unwary | those 
who had not yet follen into dangeious 
errors, but who might be exposed to 
them ; those, for there ase such, who 
would be more likely to be iaflnenoed 
by kind words and a gentle manner 
than by denunciation. The direetioa 
then amounts to this* that while we are 
to seek to save all, we are to adapt ouc^ 
selves wisely to the character an^ cir- 
cumstances of those whom we seek to 
save. See Notes on 1 Cor. ix. 19-^22. 
IT Making a difference. Making a 
distinction between them, not in regard 
to your deeiree for their salvation, or 
your efforta to save them, but to the 
manner in which it is doncu To he 
able to do this is one of the highest 
qualifications to be sought by one who 
endeavours to save iouls, and is indis- 
pensable for a good minister of the 
gospel. The young, the tender, the 
delicate, the refined, need a different 
kind of treatment from the rough, the 
uncultivated, the burdened. This wis* 
dom was shown by the Saviour in all 
his preaching ; it was eminent in th^ 
preaching of Paul. 

23. And others. Another class^ 
those who were of such a character, or 
in such circumstances, that« more bold, 
earnest, and detefmined manner would 
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pulltDg** them out of the fire ; 
hating even the garment ^ spotted 
by the flesh. 

24 Now ^ unto him that is 

a Zee 3. 2-5. » Re. 3. 4, la 

be better adapted to them. IT Save with 
fear. That is, by appeals adapted to 
produce fear. The idea seems to be 
that the arguments on which ^y 
relied were to be drawn from the 
dangers of the persons referred to, or 
from the dread of future wrath. It is 
undoubtedly true that while there is a 
class of persons who can be won to 
embrace religion by mild and gentle 
persuasion, there is another class who 
can be aroused only by the terrors of 
the hMr. Every method is to be' em- 
ployed, in its proper place, that we 

* by all mean* may save some.' ^ Pull" 
ing them cut of the fire. As you 
would snatch persons out of the fire ; 
or as you would seize on a person that 
was walking into a volcano. Then, a 
man would not use the mild and gentle 
language of persuasion^ but by word 
and gesture show that he was deeply in 
earnest. IT Hating even the garment 
fpotted by the flesh. The allusion 
here is not quite certain, though the 
idea which the apostle meant to convey 
is not difficult to be understood. By 

* the garment spotted by the flesh' there 
may be an allusion to a garment worn 
by one who had had the plague, or 
some offensive disease which might be 
communicated to others by touching 
even the clothing which they had worn* 
Or there may be an allusion to the 
ceremonial law of Moses, by which 
all those who came in ' contact with 
dead bodies were regarded as unclean, 
Lev. xxi. 11. Num. vi. 6; ix. 6; 
xix. 11; or there may be an allusion 

*to the case mentioned in Lev. xv. 
4, 10) 17; or perhaps to a case of 
leprosy* Ij| all .such instances, there 
would be the i^ea that the thing re- 
ferred to by which the garment had 
been spotted^ was poUutinf , pontagious, 



able to keep ** you from falling, 
and to ' present you faultless be- 
fore the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy, 

e Ko. 16. 25-27. d 2 Ti. 4. 18. « Co. 1. 22. 



or loathsome, and that it was proper 
not even to touch such a garment, or 
to come in contact with it in any way. 
To something of this kind the apostle 
compares the sins of the persons here 
referred to. While the utmost effort 
was to be made to save them, they were 
in no way to partake of their sins; 
their conduct was to be regarded as 
loathsome and contagious; and those 
who attempted to save them were to 
take every precautioa to preserve 
their own purity. There is much wis- 
dom in this counsel. While we en- 
deavour to save the sinner, we cannot 
too deeply loathe his sins ; and in ap- 
proaching some classes of sinners there 
is need of as much care to avoid being 
defiled by them, as there would be to 
escape the plague if we had any trans- 
action with one who had it. Not a 
few have been deeply corrupted in their 
attempts to reform the polluted. There 
never could be, for example, too much 
circumspection and prayer for personal 
safety from pollution, in attempting to 
reform licentious and abandoned fe- 
males. 

24. Now unto him that is able to 
keep you from falling. This ascrip- 
tion to one who was able to keep them 
from falling, is made, in view of the 
facts adverted to in' die epistle — the 
dangers of being led ^^oway^by the arts 
and the example of these teachers of 
error. Comp. ver. 3« On the ascription 
itself, comp. Notes oa -Rom. xvL 25— 
27. The phrase < to keep from falling* 
means here to preserve from falling 
into sin, from yielding to temptation, 
and dishonouring Jtheh* religion. The 
word used (oftt'octft'o;) occurs nowhere 
else in the New Testament It means 
properly, not stumbling, as of %>hor8e ; 
then without falUng it^ sin, blame* 
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25 To • the only wise God 
our Savioar, be glory and ma- 



tt i ti. i. 17. 



less. It is God only who, amidst the 
temptations of the world, can keep us 
from falling ; but, blessed be his name, 
he can do it, and if we trust in him he 
will. IT And to present you faulikss. 
The word here rendered faultless is the 
same which is rendered unblamable in 
Col. i. 22. See the sentiment here ex- 
pressed explained in the Notes on that 
passage. IT Before the presence of his 
glory. In his own glorious presence ; 
before himself encompassed with glory 
in heaven. The saints are to be pre- 
sented there as redeemed and sanc- 
tified, and as made worthy by grace 
to dwell there for ever. Hi With ex- 
eeecUng joy. With the abounding joy 
that they are redeemed ; that they are 
rescued from sorrow, sin, and death, 
and that heaven is to be their eternal 
home. Who now can form an adequate 
idea of the happiness of that hour? 
25. To the only wise God, See 
Notes on Rom. xvi. 27. 1 Tim. i. 17. 
IT Our Saviour, The word Samour 
may be appropriately applied to God 
as such, because he is the great author 
of salvation, though it is commonly 
applied to the Lord Jesus Christ. That 
it may have been designed that it 
should be applied here to the Lord 
Jesus, no one can certainly deny, nor 
can it be demonstrated that it was; 
and in these circumstances, as all 
that is fairly implied in the language 



459 

jesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. Amen. 



may be applied to God as such, it is 
most natural to give the phrase that in- 
terpretation. IT Be glory and mc^esty, 
ITim. i. 17. Rom. xvi. 17. ^ Domi 
nimand power y dec. See Matt. vi. 1 3. It 
is common in the Scriptures to ascribe 
power, dominion, and glory to God, ex- 
pressing the feeling that all that is 
great and good belongs to him, and the 
desire of the heart that he may reign 
in heaven and on earth. Comp. Rev. 
iv. 11 ; xix. 1. With the expression 
of such a desire it w8^ notinappropriat* 
that this epistle should be elosed — and it 
is not inappropriate that this volume 
should be closed with the utterance 
of the same wish. In all our afiections 
and aspirations may God be supreme ; 
in all the sin and wo which prevail 
bete below may we look forward with 
strong desire to the time when his do- 
minion shall be set up ^over all the 
earth ; in all our own sins and sorrows 
be it ours to look onward to the time 
when in a purer and happier world 
his reign may be set up over our own 
souls, and when we may cast every 
crown at his feet and say, « Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power; for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure 
they are and were created." «< Alleluia ; 
salvation, and glory, and honour, and 
power, unto the Lord our God." R«v. 
iv.ll; xix. 1, 
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Testimonials /rom Distinguished British Clergymen, 

From the Hon. and Rev. Baptist W. Noel, M.A. 
I heartily wish saccess to the Commentarjr of Mr A. Barnes. Coming after so many excel- 
lent expoaitors, he has derived advantage from their writings. He has mofe learning than 
Scott; more critical decision than Henry ; more spiritual discernment than Whitby; more 
coptoosness than Benson ; and more judgment than QiU, He affords precisely the aid which 
an English reader requires when seeldng to ascertain the exact sense of obscure passages ; 
and these " Notes'* will, in my opinion, render essential service to the cause of religion. 

From the Rby. Albxandbr Flktcher, Finshury ChapeL 
I have consulted Barnes* Commentary on Corinthians with much satiifactioB, and am 
pleased to find that it exemplifies the same piety, talent, research, and liTeliness, fonushed 
by the preceding Commentaries on the books of the New Testament, which have been prepar- 
ed by the same emincBt divine. 
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TEBTIHOlilALS TO IfARNES NOTES. 

From the Rbv. Richabd Alliott, LL.D., Lamheik. 
I gn«t pbwore ia recoannflndiiig Barnes' " Notes" to the Christian public 
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Tnm the Rbv. Rxlth Wardlaw, D.D. 
I hatva emniiMd the ** Notes** of the Rer. Albert Barnes on a considerable Tariety of tttHng 
passages ; and, so far as vy examination has fone, I feel confident in pronouncing themfto be 
characterised, in no ordinarjr degree, bj disoriminatire judgment, sound theology, unostenta' 
tious learning, practical wisdom, and evangeUeal piety. A boon of greater benefit to the pub- 
lic csn not be bestowed than, along with correct and cheap Bibles, to give wide circulatioa, 
by cheap editwns, to Commentaries on the Bible tuch as this ; and especially in times when 
the ezclusire authority of Holy Scripture, ui all matters of fhith and practice, n%nires to he 
so firmly maintained tad nniveoMdly inculcated. 
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From the Rev. J. W. Maasib, D.D., Manchester. 
I had often consulted Barnes* " Note^ on parts of the Sacred Volume, and found them re- 
plete with profitable and suggestiTe matter. I wish every village pastor and Sunday siAool 
teacher {n Britain had a complete copy of them* They would afford valuable assistance to 
many in more exalted sphens. 
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From Sir Cullino £. Eardley, Bart. 
I have much j^easure io ezprsesing my admiration of Barnes* " Notes." Tndependeut^ of 
the merit of the work Itself, fiom itA simplicity and clearness to ayen the humblest intoDi- 
genoe, it is well got op ; the maps an very good ; and tts moderate price places it withai the 
reach «f nkost olaaaea, Ton have my best wishes fax the pnWoation. 

Fmm ike Rst. W. Lthdsay Albxandbe, D.D., Edinhurgh. 
I have long rtgai^ed the " Note^* of the Rer. Albert Bamea on the GoapoUi and Spisttes 
as the best eommootaiy for popular use extant on the New l^stament. Thoy are, Sue the 
most part, simple, dear, conoise, and accurate ; embodying the resalts of much reading, with- 
out any offeaslTe farade of bamiag. It would be woU that they wexe ia the hands of all who 
read the New Testament. 
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From the Ret. T. W. Jenkyn, D.D., F.G.S., Coward CoUege, London, 
For th« iMt twenty yean I hare been a reader of the rarions worka of the Rev. Albert 
fiames. From my strong attachment to his aonnd and manly theology^ I bailed with delight 
the first appearance of his " Notes on the New Testament." I have read oTerf Tolame as it 
came forth in the American edition, and consider all of them as riob in sober» clear, faithful, 
and learned exposition of" the mind of the Spirit" in the Divine Word. 

In these modest volumes, Mr. Barnes supplies his readers with all the rasnlts of fliedern 
criticism, without making any parade of his learning in Hebrew and Syriac quotations. Oc 
casional slips in Greek criticism have escaped some of the best and most diligent interpreters 
but Mr. Barnes has as few of them as any commentator that I know. For comprehensive 
views in theology, for the application of doctrines to the aihurs of every-day life, and for a 
tendency to prodace and to vindicate revivals of raligion in the churches of Christ, the English 
language has not oh exposition equal to it. 
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From the Rev. J. A. James, Carres Lane Chapel, Birmingham, 

Barnes is, in my judgment, the best popular expositor of the Scriptures of his day. Hia 

jndgraent is sound, and his discrimination accurate. He is concise without being obscure; 

and yet sufficiently explicit without being tedious. I sometimes differ from him, but nern 

till 1 have well considered his views as well as my own. 
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From the Key. j. Sherman, Surrey Chapel. 
Your edition of Barnes' " Notes" appears to me both carefully and well got up, and must 
be of great use to Sunday school teachers and others whose means will not allow them to have 
mora expensive and elaborate commentaries. Without subscribing to every sentiment of th« 
author, there can be no doubt the ** Notes" are valuable, judicious, and evangelical. You 
have ngr sincere wish for their extensive circulation. 
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From the Rev. Edward Steanx, B.D., CambenoeU, 
Barnes' " Notes on the New Testament" are a valuable addition to the commentaries we 
already poesesa on Uie Word of God. 
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From the Rev. John Harris, D.D., Cheahunt College. 
Barnes' '* Exposition" is undoubtedly the best work of its kind. Besides showing an exten- 
sive acquaintance with the writings of other expositors, it is pervaded by an evangelical spirit, 
written in a clear, natnrAl, and vigoroaa style, and iM replete with good lease. 
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J^Vipm the Rbv. Jabbx Bvkns* D.D., JEnon Chapel, St. Marylebone. 
I Ui dtlightod with BanMt* <*NoCMi" Iwiih they had • plaoe in evexy fiunily in the land 



V^vwi 



From the Ret. Gborqb Clayton, Walworth, 
Having niad« myself acquainted with Albert Bamea' New Testament, I cordially concur 
with others of my brethren in giving the work my wannest recommendation. 




From the Rev. Adah Thomaon, D.D., Coldstream. 
Since the days of Matthew Henry, no commentator that I know of has appeared, who, for 
general osefalness, aitd particularly for affording to ministers of the Gospel the best sort of 
assistance, can be compared with Albert Barnes. 




From the Rev. E. Bickbbstbth, M.A., Rector of Watton, Herts. 
I have been in the habit of occasionally consalting Mr. Barnes' " Exposition." I think high- 
ly of his industry and piety, and believe that he has gathered much useful illustration of that 
gkrioiu Otu Bockf which must ever be the chief study al the Christian. 
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Extracts Jrom Critical Opinions of the Press, 

The author of this valuable work is so well known as one of the ablest Biblical commenta< 
tors in this country, that any extended commendation is needless. The best commendation, 
perhaps, which we can mRke, is to say that nearly 80,000 copies of his " Notes on the Gospels 
and the Epistles" have been sold since their first publication. These works are valuable to 
Sunday-school teachers, as well as useful to Christians generally in assisting them to under- 
stand the Word of God Evangelist. 

These valuable commentaries combine a just proportion of the devotional with the critical. 
— Commercial Advertiser. 

The first rank among fiiblical critics has been assigned to this able commentator.— J\rew 
York Evening Gazette. 

" 1 know of no commentary," says the Rev. Dr. Gumming, of England, " so succinct, full, 
and impartial. It is fitted to instruct the preacher no less than the Sunday-school teacher. 
It seems to be his grand effort to unveil solely what * the Spirit saith to the Churches.' I 
venture to predict that his faithful and lucid comments will find a response in the minds, 
hearts, and consciences of most Christian readers." 

The fame of Albert Barnes, of Philadelphia, has become European. As a writer, he has 
ftw competitors in his own laud, and not many in ours.— /London Church Examiner. 
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